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{^/A S^g^^jHK  greatest  of  English  historians,  Macaui.ay,  and  one  of  the  most  brilliant  writers  of 
'    '  the  present  century,  has  said  :  '-The  history  of  a  country  is  best  told  in  a  record  of  the 

lives  of  its  people."  In  conformity  withtliis  idea  the  Portrait  and  Biographical 
Album  of  tliis  county  has  been  prepared.     Instead  of  going  to  must}'  records,  and 
taking  therefrom  dry  statistical  matter  that  can  be  appreciated   by   but  few,  our 
corps  of  writers  have  gone  to  the  people,  tlie  men  and  women  who  have,  by  their 
enterprise  and  industry,  brought  the  county  to  a  rank  second  to  none  among  those 
comprising  this  great  and  noble  State,  and  from  their  lips  have  the  story  of  tlieir  life 
struggles.     No  more  interesting  or  instructive  matter  could   be   presented  to  an  intelli- 
gent public.     In  this  volume  will  be  found  a  record  of  many  whose  lives  are  worthy  the 
imitation  of  coming  generations.     It  tells  how  some,   commencing  life  in  poverty,  by 
industry    and   economy  have  accumulated   wealtli.     It  tells  how  others,   with   limited 
advantages  for  securing  an  education,  have   become  learned  men  and  women,  with  an 
influence  extending  througiiout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.     It  tells  of  men  who 
have  risen  from  the  lower  walks  of  life  to  eminence  as  statesmen,  and  whose  names  have 
)^\]W^\^       become  famous.     It  tells  of  those  in  every  walk  in  life  who  have  striven  to  succeed,  and 
^1  ^  records  how  that  success  has  usually  crowned  their   efforts.     It  tells  also  of  many,  very 

man}',  who,  not  seeking  the  applause  of  tiie  world,  have  pursued  "the  even  tenor  of  their  way,'"  content 
to  have  it  said  of  them  as  Christ  said  of  the  woman  performing  a  deed  of  mercy — "they  have  done  what 
they  could."  It  tells  how  that  many  in  the  pride  and  strength  of  young  manhood  left  the  plow  and  the 
anvil,  the  lawyer's  office  and  the  counting-room,  left  every  trade  and  profession,  and  at  their  country'.s 
call  went  forth  valiantly  "to  do  or  die,"  and  how  tjirough  their  efforts  the  Union  was  restored  and  peace 
once  more  reigned  in  the  land.  In  the  life  of  every  man  and  of  every  woman  is  a  lesson  that  should  not 
be  lost  upon  those  who  follow  after. 

C'Oming  generations  will  appreciate  this  volume  and  preserve  it  as  a  sacred  treasure,  from  the  fact 
that  it  contains  so  much  that  would  never  find  its  way  into  public  records,  and  which  would  otherwise  be 
inaccessible.  Great  care  has  been  taken  in  the  compilation  of  the  work  and  every  opportunity  possible 
given  to  those  represented  to  insure  correctness  in  what  has  been  written,  and  the  publishers  flatter  them- 
selves that  they  give  to  their  readers  a  work  with  few  errors  of  consequence.  In  addition  to  the  biograph- 
ical sketches,  portraits  of  a  number  of  representative  citizens  are  given. 

The  faces  of  some,  and  biographical  sketches  of  man}'-,  will  be  missed  in  this  volume.  For  this  the 
publishers  are  not  to  blame.  Not  having  a  proper  conception  of  the  work,  some  refused  to  give  the 
information  necessary  to  compile  a  sketch,  while  others  were  indifferent.  Occasionally  some  member  of 
the  family  would  oppose  the  enterprise,  and  on  account  of  such  opposition  the  support  of  the  interested 
one  would  be  withheld.  In  a  few  instances  men  could  never  be  found,  though  repeated  calls  were  made 
at  their  residence  or  place  of  business. 

Lakk  C'rrv   PuBLisiiiNci   Co. 
Chicago,    March,   1891. 
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HE  Father  of  our  Country  was 
born  in  Westmorland  Co.,  Va., 
Feb.  2  2,  1732.  His  parents 
were  Augustine  and  Mary 
(Ball)  Washington.  The  family 
to  which  he  belonged  has  not 
been  satisfactorily  traced  in 
England.  His  great-grand- 
father, John  Washington,  em- 
igrated to  Virginia  about  1657, 
and  became  a  prosperous 
planter.  He  had  two  sons, 
Lawrence  and  John.  The 
former  married  Mildred  Warner 
and  had  three  children,  John, 
Augustine  and  Mildred.  Augus- 
tine, the  father  of  George,  first 
married  Jane  Butler,  who  bore 
him  four  children,  two  of  whom, 
Lawrence  and  Augustine,  reached 
maturity.  Of  six  children  by  his 
second  marriage,  George  was  the 
eldest,  the  others  being  Betty, 
Samuel,  John  Augustine,  Charles 
and  Mildred. 
Augustine  Washington,  the  father  of  George,  died 
in  1743,  leaving  a  large  landed  property.  To  his 
eldest  son,  Lawrence,  he  bequeathed  an  estate  on 
tlie  Patomac,  afterwards  known  as  Mount  Vernon, 
and  to  George  he  left  the  parental  residence.  George 
received  only  such  education  as  the  neighborhood 
schools  afforded,  save  for  a  short  time  after  he  left 
school,    when     he     received     private     instruction    in 


mathemal 


cs. 


His     spellinii   v/as    rather    defective 


Remarkable  stories  are  told  of  his  great  physica: 
strength  and  development  at  an  early  age.  He  was 
an  acknowledged  leader  among  his  companions,  and 
was  early  noted  for  that  nobleness  of  character,  fair- 
ness and  veracity  which  characterized  his  whole  life. 

When  George  was  14  years  old  he  had  a  desire  to  go  to 
sea,  and  a  midshipman's  warrant  was  secured  for  him, 
but  through  the  opposition  of  his  mother  the  idea  was 
abandontd.  Two  years  later  he  was  appointed 
surveyor  to  the  immense  estate  of  Lord  Fairfax.  In 
this  business  he  spent  three  years  in  a  rough  frontier 
life,  gaining  experience  which  afterwards  proved  very 
essential  to  him.  In  1751,  though  only  19  years  of 
age,  he  was  appointed  adjutant  with  the  rank  of 
major  in  the  Virginia  militia,  then  being  trained  for 
active  service  against  the  French  and  Indians.  Soon 
after  this  he  sailed  to  the  West  Indies  with  his  brother 
Lawrence,  who  went  there  to  restore  his  health.  They 
soon  returned,  and  in  the  summer  of  1752  Lawrence 
died,  leaving  a  large  fortune  to  an  infant  daughter 
who  did  not  long  survive  him.  On  her  demise  the 
estate  of  Mount  Vernon  was  given  to  George. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  Robert  Dinwiddle,  as  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor of  Virginia,  in  1752,  the  militia  was 
reorganized,  and  the  province  divided  into  four  mili- 
tary districts,  of  which  the  northern  was  assigned  to 
Washington  as  adjutant  general.  Shortly  after  this 
a  very  perilous  mission  was  assigned  him  and  ac- 
cepted, which  others  had  refused.  This  was  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  French  post  near  Lake  Erie  in  North- 
western Pennsylvania.  The  distance  to  be  traversed 
was  between  500  and  600  miles.  Winter  was  at  hand, 
and  the  journey  was  to  be  made  wiiliout  militarv 
escort,  through  a  territory  occupied  by  Indians.     The 
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trip  was  a  perilous  one,  and  several  limes  he  came  near 
losing  his  life,  yet  he  returned  in  safety  and  furnished 
a  full  and  useful  report  of  his  expedition.  A  regiment 
of  300  men  was  raised  in  Virginia  and  put  in  com- 
mand of  Col.  Joshua  Fry,  and  Major  Washington  was 
commissioned  lieutenant-colonel.  Active  war  was 
then  begun  against  the  French  and  Indians,  in  which 
Washington  took  a  most  important  part.  In  the 
memorable  event  of  July  9,  1755,  known  as  Brad- 
dock's  defeat,  Washington  was  almost  the  only  officer 
of  distinction  who  escaped  from  the  calamities  of  the 
day  with  life  and  honor.  The  other  aids  of  Braddock 
were  disabled  early  in  the  action,  and  Washington 
alone  was  left  in  that  capacity  on  the  field.  In  a  letter 
to  his  brother  he  says :  "  1  had  four  bullets  through 
my  coat,  and  two  horses  shot  under  me,  yet  I  escaped 
unluirt,  though  death  was  leveling  my  companions 
on  every  side."  An  Indian  sharpshooter  said  he  was 
not  born  to  be  killed  by  a  bullet,  for  he  had  taken 
direct  aim  at  him  seventeen  times,  and  failed  to  hit 
him. 

After  having  been  five  years  in  the  military  service, 
and  vainly  sought  promotion  in  the  royal  army,  he 
took  advantage  of  the  fall  of  Fort  Duquesne  and  the 
ex|)ulsion  of  the  French  from  the  valley  of  the  Ohio, 
to  resign  his  commission.  Soon  after  he  entered  the 
Legislature,  where,  although  not  a  leader,  he  took  an 
active  and  imy;ortant  part.  January  17,  1759,  he 
married  Mrs.  Martha  (Dandridge)  Custis,  the  wealthy 
widow  of  John  Parke  Custis. 

When  the  British  Parliament  had  closed  the  port 
■if  Boston,  the  cry  went  up  throughout  the  provinces 
that  "The  cause  of  Boston  is  the  cause  of  us  all." 
It  was  then,  at  the  suggestion  of  Virginia,  that  a  Con- 
gress of  all  the  colonies  was  called  to  meet  at  Phila- 
delphia,Sept.  5,  1774,  to  secure  their  common  liberties, 
peaceably  if  possible.  To  this  Congress  Col.  Wash- 
ington was  sent  as  a  delegate.  On  May  10,  1775,  the 
Congress  re-assembled,  when  the  hostile  intentions  of 
England  were  [jlainly  apparent.  The  battles  of  Con- 
cord and  Le.xington  had  been  fought.  Among  the 
first  acts  of  this  Congress  was  the  election  of  a  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  colonial  forces.  This  high  and 
responsible  office  was  conferred  upon  Washington, 
who  was  still  a  member  of  the  Congress.  He  accepted 
it  on  June  19,  but  upon  the  express  condition  that  he 
receive  no  salary.  He  would  keep  an  exact  account 
of  expenses  and  expect  Congress  lo  pay  them  and 
nothing  more.  It  is  not  the  object  of  this  sketch  to 
trace  the  military  acts  of  Washington,  to  whom  the 
fortunes  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  country 
were  so  long  confided.  The  war  was  conducted  by 
him  under  every  possible  disadvantage,  and  while  his 
forces  often  met  with  reverses,  yet  he  overcame  every 
obstacle,  and  after  seven  years  of  heroic  devotion 
and  matchless  skill  he  gained  liberty  for  the  greatest 
nation  of  earth.  On  Dec.  23,  17S3,  Washington,  in 
a  parting  address  of  surpassing  beauty,  resigned  his 


commission  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  to 
to  the  Continental  Congress  sitting  at  Annapolis.  He 
retired  immediately  to  Mount  \'ernon  and  resumed 
his  occupation  as  a  farmer  and  planter,  shunning  all 
connection  with  public  life. 

h\  February,  1 7 89,  Washington  was  unanimously 
elected  President.  In  his  presidential  career  he  was 
subject  to  the  peculiar  trials  incidental  to  a  new  ' 
government ;  trials  from  lack  of  confidence  on  the  part 
of  other  governments;  trials  from  want  of  harmony 
between  the  different  sections  of  our  own  country ; 
trials  from  the  impoverished  condition  of  the  country, 
owing  to  the  war  and  want  of  credit;  trials  from  the 
beginnings  of  party  strife.  He  was  no  partisan.  His 
clear  judgment  could  discern  the  golden  mean;  and 
while  perhaps  this  alone  kept  our  government  from 
sinking  at  the  very  outset,  it  left  him  exposed  to 
attacks  from  both  sides,  which  were  often  bitter  and 
very  annoying. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  he  was  unani- 
mously re-elected.  At  the  end  of  this  term  many 
were  anxious  that  he  be  re-elected,  but  he  absolutely 
refused  a  third  nomination.  On  the  fourth  of  March, 
1797,  at  the  expiraton  of  his  second  term  as  Presi- 
dent, he  returned  to  his  home,  hoping  to  pass  there 
his  few  remaining  years  free  from  the  annoyances  of 
public  life.  Later  in  the  year,  however,  his  repose 
seemed  likely  to  be  interrupted  by  war  with  France. 
At  the  prospect  of  such  a  war  he  was  again  urged  to 
take  command  of  the  armies.  He  chose  his  sub- 
ordinate officers  and  left  to  them  the  charge  of  mat- 
ters in  the  field,  which  he  superintended  from  his 
home.  In  accepting  the  command  he  made  the 
reservation  that  he  was  not  to  be  in  the  field  until 
it  was  necessary.  In  the  midst  of  these  preparations 
his  life  was  suddenly  cut  off.  December  12,  he  took 
a  severe  cold  from  a  ride  in  the  rain,  which,  settling 
in  his  throat,  produced  inflammation,  and  terminated 
fatally  on  the  night  of  the  fourteenth.  On  the  eigh- 
teenth his  liody  was  borne  wi'h  military  honors  to  its 
final  resting  place,  and  interred  in  the  family  vault  at 
Mount  Vernon. 

Of  the  character  of  Washington  it  is  impossible  to 
speak  but  in  terms  of  the  highest  respect  and  ad- 
miration. The  more  we  see  of  the  operations  of 
our  government,  and  the  more  deeply  we  feel  the 
difficulty  of  uniting  all  opinions  in  a  common  interest, 
the  more  highly  we  must  estimate  the  force  of  his  tal- 
ent and  character,  which  have  been  able  to  challenge 
the  reverence  of  all  parties,  and  princi[)les,  and  na- 
tions, and  to  win  a  fame  as  extended  as  the  limits 
of  the  glf)be,  and  which  we  cannot  but  believe  will 
be  as  lasting  as  the  existence  of  man. 

The  ])erson  of  Washington  was  unusally  tali,  erect 
and  well  proportioned.  His  muscular  strength  was 
great.  His  features  were  of  a  beautiful  symmetry. 
I  le  commanded  respect  without  any  appearance  of 
haughtiness,  and  ever  serious  without  b^iug  dull. 
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OHN    ADAMS,    the     second 
President  and  the    first    Vice- 
'  President  of  the  United  States, 
was   born   in   Braintree    ( now 
Quincy),Mass.,  and  about  ten 
miles    from    Boston,    Oct.    19, 
1735.  His  great-grandfather,  Henry 
Adams,   emigrated   from    England 
about  1 640,  with  a  family  of   eight 
sons,  and  settled  at  Braintree.  The 
parents   of  John    were   John    and 
Susannah  (Boylston)  Adams.     His 
father   was    a    farmer    of    limited 
means,  to  which  he  added  the  bus- 
iness of  shoemaking.      He  gave  his 
eldest  son,  John,  a  classical  educa- 
tion   at    Harvard    College.      John 
graduated  in  1755,  and  at  once  took  charge  of  the 
school  in  Worcester,  Mass.      This  he  found  but    a 
'sci.ool    of  affliction,"  from  which  he  endeavored  to 
gain  relief  by  devoting  himself,  in   addition,  to  the 
study  of  law.     For  this  purix)se  he  placed  himself 
under  the  tuition  of  the  only  lawyer  in  the  town.     He 
had   thought    seriously    of    the    clerical    profession 
but  seems  to  have  been  turned  from  this  by  what  he 
termed  "  the  frightful  engines  of  ecclesiastical   coun- 
jils,  cf  diabolical  malice,  and  Calvanistic  good  nature," 
of  the  operations  of  which  he  had  been   a  witness  in 
his  native  town.       He  was   well   fitted   for  the    legal 
profession,  possessing  a  clear,  sonorous  voice,  being 
ready  and  fluent  of  speech,  and  having  quick  percep- 
tive powers.     He  gradually  gained  practice,  and  in 
1764  married  Abigail  Smith,  a  daughter  of  a  minister, 
and  a  lady  of  superior  intelligence.     Shortly  after  his 
marriage,  (1765),  the  attempt  of  Parliamentary  taxa- 
tion turned  him  from  law  to  jwlitics.      He  took  initial 
steps  toward  holdin^,  i  town  meeting,  and  the   resolu- 


tions he  offered  on  the  subject  became  very  populai 
throughout  the  Province,  and  were  adopted  word  for 
word  by  over  forty  different  towns.  He  moved  to  Bos- 
ton in  1768,  and  became  one  of  the  most  courageous 
and  prominent  advocatesof  the  popular  cause,  and 
was  chosen  a  member  of  the  General  Court  (the  Leg- 
lislature)  in  1770. 

Mr.  Adams  was  chosen  one  of  the  first  delegates 
from  Massachusetts  to  the  first  Continental  Congress, 
which  met  in  1774.  Here  he  distinguished  himselt 
by  his  capacity  for  business  and  for  debate,  and  ad- 
vocated the  movement  for  independence  against  the 
majority  of  the  members.  In  May,  1776,  he  moved 
and  carried  a  resolution  in  Congress  that  the  Colonies 
should  assume  the  duties  of  self-government.  He 
was  a  prominent  member  of  the  committee  of  ave 
appointed  June  11,  to  prepare  a  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence. This  article  was  drawn  by  Jefferson,  but 
on  Adams  devolved  the  task  of  battling  it  through 
Congress  in  a  three  days  debate. 

On  the  day  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
was  passed,  while  his  soul  was  yet  warm  with  th3 
glow  of  excited  feeling,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  his  wife 
which,  as  w^  read  it  now,  seems  to  have  been  dictated 
by  the  spirit  of  prophecy.  "Yesterday,"  he  says,  "the 
greatest  question  was  decided  that  ever  was  debated 
in  America;  and  greater,  perhaps,  never  was  or  wil 
be  decided  among  men.  A  resolution  was  passed 
without  one  dissenting  colony,  '  that  these  United 
States  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  inde- 
pendent states.'  The  day  is  passed.  The  fourth  of 
July,  1776,  will  be  a  memorable  epoch  in  the  history 
of  America.  I  am  apt  to  believe  it  will  be  celebrated 
by  succeeding  generations,  as  the  great  anniversary 
festival.  It  ought  to  be  commemorated  as  the  day  of 
deliverance  by  solemn  acts  of  devotion  to  Almighty 
God.     It  ought  to  be  solemnized  with   jwrnp,  showi 
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games,  sports,  guns,  bells,  bonfires,  and  illuminations 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  from  this 
time  forward  for  ever.  You  will  think  me  transported 
with  enthusiasm,  but  I  am  not.  I  am  well  aware  of 
the  toil,  and  blood  arid  treasure,  that  it  will  cost  to 
maintain  this  declaration,  and  support  and  defend 
these  States;  yet,  through  all  the  gloom,  I  can  see  the 
rays  of  light  and  glory.  1  can  see  that  the  end  is 
worth  more  than  all  the  means;  and  that  posterity 
will  triumph,  although  you  and  I  may  rue,  which  I 
hope  we  shall  not." 

In  November,  1777,  Mr.  Adams  was  appointed  a 
ddegate  to  France  and  to  co-operate  with  Bemjamin 
Franklin  and  Artliur  Lee,  vk'ho  were  then  in  Paris,  in 
the  endeavor  to  obtain  assistance  in  arms  ^ind  money 
from  the  French  Government.  This  was  a  severe  trial 
to  his  patriotism,  as  it  separated  him  from  his  home, 
comitelled  liim  to  cross  the  ocean  in  winter,  and  ex- 
posed him  to  great  peril  of  capture  by  the  British  cruis- 
ers, who  were  seeking  him.  He  left  France  June  17, 
1779.  In  September  of  the  same  year  he  was  again 
chosen  to  go  to  Paris,  and  there  hold  himself  in  readi- 
ness to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  and  of  commerce 
with  Great  Britian,  as  soon  as  the  British  Cabinet 
might  be  found  willing  to  listen  to  such  proposels.  He 
sailed  for  France  in  November,  from  there  he  went  to 
Holland,  where  he  negotiated  important  loans  and 
formed  important  commercial  treaties 

Finally  a  treaty  of  peace  with  England  was  signed 
Jan.  21,  1783.  The  re-action  from  the  excitement, 
toil  and  anxiety  through  which  Mr.  Adams  had  passed 
threw  him  into  a  fever.  After  suffering  from  a  con- 
tinued fever  and  becoming  feeble  and  emaciated  he 
was  advised  to  goto  England  to  drink  the  waters  of 
Bath.  While  in  England,  still  drooping  anddespond- 
ing,  he  received  dispatches  from  his  own  government 
urging  the  necessity  of  his  going  to  Amsterdam  to 
negotiate  another  loan.  It  was  winter,  his  health  was 
delicate,  yet  he  immediately  set  out,  and  through 
storm,  on  sea,  on  horseback  and  foot,he  made  the  trip. 

February  24,  1785;  Congress  apjx)inted  Mr.  Adams 
envoy  to  the  Court  of  St.  James.  Here  he  met  face 
to  face  the  King  of  England,  who  had  so  long  re- 
garded him  as  a  traitor.  As  England  did  not 
condescend  to  appoint  a  minister  to  the  United 
States,  and  as  Mr.  Adams  felt  that  he  was  accom- 
plishing but  little,  he  sought  permission  to  return  to 
his  own  country,  where  he  arrived  in  June,  1788. 

When  Washington  was  first  chosen  President,  John 
Adams,  rendered  illustiious  by  his  signal  services  at 
home  and  abroad,  was  chosen  Vice  President.  Again 
at  the  second  election  of  Washington  as  President, 
Adams  was  chosen  Vice  President.  In  17  96,  Wash- 
ington retired  from  public  life,  and  Mr.  Adams  was 
elected  President, though  not  without  much  ojiposition. 
Serving  in  this  office  four  years, he  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Jefferson,  his  opponent  in  politics. 

While    Mr.  Adams  was  Vice  President  the    great 


French  Revolution  shook  the  continent  of  Europe, 
and  it  was  upon  this  point  which  he  was  at  issue  with 
the  majority  of  his  countrymen  led  by  Mr.  Jefferson. 
Mr.  Adams  felt  no  sympathy  with  the  French  people 
in  tlieir  struggle,  for  he  had  no  confidence  in  their 
jXDwer  of  self-government,  and  he  utterly  abhored  the 
classof  atheist  philosophers  who  he  claimed  caused  it. 
On  the  other  hand  Jefferson's  sympathies  were  strongly 
enlisted  in  behalf  of  the  French  people.  Hence  or- 
iginated the  alienation  between  these  distinguished 
men,  and  two  jxjwerful  parties  were  thus  soon  organ- 
ized, Adams  at  the  head  of  the  one  whose  sympathies 
were  with  England  and  Jefferson  led  the  other  in 
sympathy  with  France. 

The  world  has  seldom  seen  a  spectacle  of  more 
moral  beauty  and  grandeur,  than  was  presented  by  the 
old  age  of  Mr.  Adams.  The  violence  of  party  feeling 
had  died  away,  and  he  had  begun  to  receive  that  just 
appreciation  which,  to  most  men,  is  not  accorded  till 
after  death.  No  one  could  look  upon  his  venerable 
form,  and  think  of  what  he  had  done  and  suffered, 
and  how  he  had  given  up  all  the  prime  and  strength 
of  his  life  to  the  public  good,  without  the  deepest 
emotion  of  gratitude  and  respect.  It  was  his  peculiar 
good  fortune  to  witness  the  complete  success  of  the 
institution  which  he  had  been  so  active  in  creating  and 
supiJorting.  In  1824,  his  cup  of  happiness  was  filled 
to  the  brim,  by  seeing  his  son  elevated  to  the  highest 
station  in  the  gift  of  the  people. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  which  completed  the  half 
century  since  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, arrived,  and  there  were  but  three  of  the 
signers  of  that  immortal  instrument  left  \\\io\\  the 
earth  to  hail  its  morning  light.  And,  as  it  is 
well  known,  on  that  day  two  of  these  finished  their 
earthly  pilgrimage,  a  coincidence  so  remarkable  as 
to  seem  miraculous.  For  a  few  days  before  Mr. 
Adams  had  been  rapidly  failing,  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  fourth  he  found  himself  too  weak  to  rise  from 
his  bed.  On  being  requested  to  name  a  toast  for  the 
customary  celebration  of  the  day,  he  exclaimed  "  In- 
dependence FOREVER."  When  the  day  was  ushered 
in,  l)y  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  firing  of  cannons, 
he  was  asked  by  one  of  his  attendants  if  he  knew 
what  day  it  was?  He  replied,  "O  yes;  it  is  the  glor- 
ious fourth  of  July — God  bless  it — God  bless  you  all." 
In  the  course  of  the  day  he  said,  "  It  is  a  great  and 
glorious  day."  The  last  words  he  uttered  were, 
"  lefferson  survives."  But  he  had,  at  one  o'clock,  re- 
signed his  spirit  into  the  hands  of  his  God. 

The  jiersonal  appearance  and  manners  of  Mr. 
Adams  were  not  particularly  prepossessing.  His  face, 
as  his  ]iortrait  manifests.was  intellectual  ard  expres- 
sive, but  his  figure  was  low  and  ungraceful,  and  his 
manners  were  frequently  abrupt  and  uncourteous. 
He  had  neither  the  lofty  dignity  of  Washington,  nor 
tlie  engaging  elegance  and  t;rarefulness  which  marked 
the  manners  and  address  of  Tefferson. 
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HOMAS  JEFFERSON  was 

born  April  2,   1743,  at  Shad- 

gS'well,  Albermarle  county,  Va. 

His  parents  were  Peter  and 
Jane  (  Randolph)  Jefferson, 
the  former  a  native  of  Wales, 
and  the  latter  born  in  Lon- 
don. To  them  were  born  six 
daughters  and  two  sons,  of 
whom  Tliomas  was  the  elder. 
When  14  years  of  age  his 
father  died.  He  received  a 
most  liberal  education,  hav- 
ing been  kept  diligently  at  school 
from  the  time  he  was  five  years  of 
age.  In  1760  he  entered  William 
end  Mary  College.  Williamsburg  was  then  the  seat 
of  the  Colonial  Court,  and  it  was  the  obode  of  fashion 
and  splendor.  Young  Jefferson,  who  was  then  17 
years  old,  lived  somewhat  expensively,  keeping  fine 
horses,  and  much  caressed  by  gay  society,  yet  he 
was  earnestly  devoted  to  his  studies,  and  irreproacha- 
able  in  his  morals.  It  is  strange,  however,  under 
such  influences,that  he  was  not  rained.  In  the  sec- 
ond year  of  his  college  course,  moved  by  some  un- 
explained inward  impulse,  he  discarded  his  horses, 
society,  and  even  his  favorite  violin,  to  which  he  had 
previously  given  much  time.  He  often  devoted  fifteen 
hours  a  day  to  hard  study,  allowing  himself  for  e.x- 
ercise  only  a  run  in  the  evening  twilight  of  a  mile  out 
of  the  city  and  back  again.  He  thus  attained  very 
high  intellectual  culture,  alike  excellence  in  philoso- 
phy and  the  languages.  The  most  difficult  Latin  and 
Greek  authors  he  read  with  facility.  A  more  finished 
scholar  has  seldom  gone  forth  from  college  halls;  and 


there  was  not  to  be  found,  perhaps,  in  all  Virginia,  a 
more  pureminded,  upright,  gentlemanly  young  man. 

Immediately  upon  leaving  college  he  began  the 
study  of  law.  For  fhe  short  time  he  continued  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  he  rose  rapidly  and  distin- 
guished himself  by  his  energy  and  accuteness  as  a 
lawyer.  But  the  times  called  for  greater  action. 
The  policy  of  England  had  awakened  the  spirit  of 
resistance  of  the  American  Colonies,  and  the  enlarged 
views  which  JeiTerson  had  ever  entertained,  soon  led 
him  into  active  political  life.  In  1769  he  was  choser. 
a  member  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses,  In. 
1772  he  married  Mrs.  Martha  Skelton,  a  very  oeauti- 
ful,  wealthy  and  highly  accomplished  young  widow 

Upon  Mr.  Jefferson's  large  estate  at  Shadwell,  th^rc 
was  a  majestic  swell  of  land,  called  Monticello,  which 
commanded  a  prospect  of  wonderful  extent  and 
beauty.  This  spot  Mr.  Jefferson  selected  for  his  new 
home;  and  here  he  reared  a  mansion  of  modest  ye' 
elegant  architecture,  which,  next  to  Mount  Vernon 
became  the  most  distinguished  resort  in  our  land. 

In  1775  he  was  sent  to  the  Colonial  Congress 
where,  though  a  silent  member,  his  abilities  as  a 
writer  and  a  reasoner  soon  become  known,  and  he 
was  placed  upon  a  number  of  important  committees, 
and  was  chairman  of  the  one  appointed  for  the  draw- 
ing up  of  a  declaration  of  independence.  This  com- 
mittee consisted  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  John  Adams, 
Benjamin  Franklin,  Roger  Sherman  and  Robert  R. 
Livingston.  Jefferson,  as  chairman,  was  appointed 
to  draw  up  the  paper.  Franklin  and  Adams  suggested 
a  few  verbal  changes  before  it  was  submitted  to  Con- 
gress. On  June  28,  a  few  slight  changes  were  made 
in  it  by  Congress,  and  it  was  passed  and  signed  July 
4,  1776.     What  must  have  been  the  feelings  of  that 
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man — what  the  emotions  that  swelled  his  breast — 
who  was  charged  with  the  preparation  of  that  Dec- 
laration, which,  while  it  made  known  the  wrongs  of 
America,  was  also  to  publish  her  to  the  world,  free, 
boverign  and  independent.  It  is  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable papers  ever  written  ;  and  did  no  other  effort 
uf  the  mind  of  its  author  exist,  that  alone  would  be 
sufficient  to  stamp  his  name  with  immortality. 

In  1779  Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  successor  to 
Patrick  Henry,  £.s  Governor  of  Virginia.  At  one  time 
the  British  officer,  Tarleton,  sent  a  secret  expedition  to 
Moniicello,  to  capture  the  Governor.  Scarcely  five 
minutes  elapsed  after  the  hurried  escape  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson and  his  family,  ere  his  mansion  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  British  troops.  His  wife's  health,  never 
very  good,  was  much  injured  by  this  e.xcitement,  and 
in. the  summer  of  1782  she  died. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1783. 
Two  yeirs  later  he  was  appointed  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  France.  Returning  to  the  United  States 
in  September,  1789,  he  became  Secretary  of  State 
in  Washington's  cabinet.  This  position  he  resigned 
Jan.  I,  1794.  In  1797,  he  was  chosen  Vice  Presi- 
dent, and  four  years  later  was  elected  President  over 
Mr.  Adams,  with  Aaron  Burr  as  Vice  President.  Pn 
1804  he  was  re-elected  with  wonderful  unanimity, 
and  George  Clinton,  Vice  President. 

The  early  part  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  second  adminstra- 
tion  was  disturbed  by  an  event  which  threatened  the 
tran(iailily  and  peace  of  the  Union;  this  was  the  con- 
spiracy of  Aaron  Burr.  Defeated  in  the  late  election 
to  the  Vice  Presidency,  and  led  on  by  an  imprincipled 
ambition,  this  extraordinary  man  fc>rmed  the  plan  of  a 
military  expedition  into  the  Spanish  territories  on  our 
southwestern  frontier,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  there 
a  new  republic.  This  has  been  generally  supposed 
was  a  mere  pretext ;  and  although  it  has  not  been 
generally  known  what  his  real  plans  were,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  they  were  of  a  far  more  dangerous 
character. 

In  1809,  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  term  for 
which  Mr.  Jefferson  had  been  elected,  he  determined 
to  retire  from  political  life.  For  a  period  of  nearly 
:3rty  years,  he  had  lieen  continually  before  the  pub- 
,ic,  and  all  that  time  had  been  employed  in  offices  of 
the  greatest  trust  and  responsiljility.  Having  thus  de- 
voted the  best  part  of  his  life  to  the  service  of  his 
country,  he  now  felt  desirous  of  that  rest  which  his 
declining  years  required,  and  uiwn  the  organization  of 
the  new  administration,  in  March,  1809,  he  bid  fare- 
well forever  to  public  life,  and  retired  to  Monticello. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  profuse  in  his  hospitality.  Whole 
families  came  in  tlieir  coaches  with  their  horses, — 
fathers  and  mothers,  boys  and  girls,  babies  and 
nurses, — and  remained  three  and  even  six  months. 
Life  at  Monticello,  for  years,  resembled  that  at  a 
fashionable  watering-place. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  being  the  fiftieth  anniver- 


sary of  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence; 
great  preparations  were  made  in  every  part  of  thi; 
Union  for  its  celebration,  as  tlie  nation's  jubilee,  and 
the  citizens  of  Washington,  to  add  to  the  solemnity 
of  the  occasion,  invited  Mr.  Jefferson,  as  the  framer, 
and  one  of  the  few  surviving  signers  of  the  Declara- 
tion, to  participate  in  their  festivities.  But  an  ill- 
ness, \vhich  had  been  of  several  weeks  duration,  and 
had  been  continually  increasing,  compelled  him  to 
decline  the  invitation. 

On  the  second  of  July,  the  disease  under  which 
he  was  laboring  left  him,  but  in  such  a  reduced 
state  that  his  medical  attendants,  entertained  no 
hope  of  his  recovery.  From  this  time  he  was  perfectly 
sensible  that  his  last  hour  was  at  hand.  On  the  next 
day,  which  was  Monday,  he  asked  of  those  around 
him,  the  day  of  the  month,  and  on  being  told  it  was 
the  third  of  July,  he  expressed  the  earnest  wish  tha'; 
he  might  be  permitted  to  breathe  the  air  of  the  fiftieth 
anniversary.  His  prayer  was  heard — that  day,  whose 
dawn  was  hailed  with  such  rapture  througli  our  land, 
burst  upon  his  eyes,  and  then  they  were  closed  for- 
ever. And  what  a  noble  consummation  of  a  noble 
life !  To  die  on  that  day, — the  birthday  of  a  nation,-  - 
the  day  which  his  own  name  and  his  own  act  had 
rendered  glorious;  to  die  amidst  the  rejoicings  and 
festivities  of  a  whole  nation,  who  looked  up  to  him, 
as  the  author,  under  God,  of  their  greatest  blessings, 
was  all  that  was  wanting  to  fill  up  the  record  his  life. 

Almost  at  the  same  hour  of  his  death,  the  kin- 
dred spirit  of  the  venerable  Adams,  as  if  to  bear 
him  company,  left  the  scene  of  his  earthly  honors. 
Hand  in  hand  they  had  stood  forth,  tiie  champions  of 
freedom;  hand  in  hand,  during  the  dark  and  desper- 
ate struggle  of  the  Revolution,  they  had  cheered  and 
animated  their  desponding  countrymen;  for  half  a 
century  they  had  labored  together  for  the  good  of 
the  country;  and  now  hand  in  hand  they  depart. 
In  their  lives  they  had  been  united  in  the  same  great 
cause  of  liberty,  and  in  their  deaths  they  were  not 
divided. 

In  person  Mr.  Jefferson  was  tall  and  thin,  rather 
above  six  feet  in  height,  but  well  formed;  his  eyes 
were  light,  his  hair  originally  red,  in  after  life  became 
white  and  silvery ;  his  complexion  was  fair,  his  fore- 
head broad,  and  his  whole  countenance  intelligent  and 
thoughtful.  He  possessed  great  fortitude  of  mind  as 
well  as  personal  courage ;  and  ;.:s  command  of  tem- 
per was  such  that  his  oldest  and  most  intimate  friends 
never  recollected  to  have  seen  him  in  a  passion. 
His  manners,  though  dignified,  were  simple  and  un- 
affected, and  his  hospitality  was  so  unbounded  that 
all  found  at  his  house  a  ready  welcome.  In  conver- 
sation he  was  fluent,  eloquent  and  enthusiastic;  and 
his  language  was  remarkably  pure  and  correct.  He 
was  a  finished  classical  scholar,  and  in  his  writings  is 
discernable  the  care  with  which  lie  formed  his  style 
upon  the  best  models  of  antiquity. 
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AMES    MADISON,    "Father 
of  the  Constitution,"  and  fourth 
'President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  March  i6,  1757,  and 
died  at  his   home  in  Virginia, 
/■■^  June  28,  1836.     The  name  of 
James  Madison  is  inseparably  con- 
nected with  most  of  the  imixsrtant 
events  in  that  heroic  period  of  our 
country  during  which  the  founda- 
tions of  this  great   repubHc  were 
laid.   He  was  the  last  of  the  founders 
of   the    Constitution    of   the    United 
States  to   be   called    to   his    eternal 
reward. 

The  Madison  family  were  among 
the  early  emigrants  to  the  New  World, 
landing  upon  the  shores  of  the  Chesa- 
peake but  15  years  after  the  settle- 
ment of  Jamestown.  The  father  of 
James  Madison  was  an  opulent 
planter,  residing  uix)n  a  very  fine  es- 
tate called  "Montpelier,"  Orange  Co., 
Va.  The  mansion  was  situated  in 
the  midst  of  scenery  liighly  pictur- 
esque and  romantic,  on  the  west  side 
of  South-west  Mountain,  at  the  foot  of 
Blue  Ridge.  It  was  but  25  miles  from  the  home  of 
Jefferson  at  Monticello.  The  closest  personal  and 
political  attachment  existed  between  these  illustrious 
men,  from  their  early  youth  until  deatii. 

The  early  education  of  Mr.  Madison  was  conducted 
mostly  at  home  under  a  private  tutor.  At  the  age  of 
t8  he  was  sent  to  Princeton  College,  in  New  Jersey. 
Here  he  applied  himself  to  study  with  the  most  im- 


prudent zeal;  allowing  himself,  for  months,  but  three 
hours' sleep  out  of  the  24.  His  health  tlius  became  so 
seriously  impaired  that  he  never  recovered  any  vigor 
of  constitution.  He  graduated  in  177  i,  witii  a  feeble 
body,  with  a  character  of  utmost  purity,  and  with  a 
mind  highly  disciplined  and  richly  stored  with  learning 
which  embellished  and  gave  proficiency  to  his  subsf ' 
quent  career. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  commenced  the  study  of 
law  and  a  course  of  extensive  and  systematic  reading. 
This  educational  course,  the  spirit  of  the  times  in 
whicli  he  lived,  and  the  society  with  which  he  asso- 
ciated, all  combined  to  inspire  him  with  a  strong 
love  of  liberty,  and  to  train  him  for  his  life-work  of 
a  statesman.  Being  naturally  of  a  religious  turn  of 
mind,  and  his  frail  health  leading  liim  to  think  that 
his  life  was  not  to  be  long,  he  directed  especial  atten- 
tion to  theological  studies.  Endowed  with  a  mmd 
singularly  free  from  passion  and  prejudice,  and  with 
almost  unequalled  powers  of  reasoning,  he  weighed 
all  the  arguments  for  and  against  revealed  religion, 
until  his  faith  became  so  established  as  never  to 
be  shaken. 

In  the  spring  of  1776,  when  26  years  of  age,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Convention,  to 
frame  the  constitution  of  the  State.  The  next  year 
(1777),  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  General  Assembly. 
He  refused  to  treat  the  whisky-loving  voters,  and 
consequently  lost  his  election  ;  but  those  who  had 
witnessed  the  talent,  energy  and  public  spirit  of  the 
modest  young  man,  enlisted  themselves  in  his  behalf, 
and  he  was  appointed  to  the    E.xecutive  Council. 

Both  Patrick  Henry  and  Thomas  Jefferson  were 
Governors  of  Virginia  while  Mr.  Madison  remained 
member  of  the  Council ;    and  their  appreciation  of  hi^ 
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intellectual,  social  and  moral  worth,  contributed  not 
a  little  to  his  subsequent  eminence.  In  the  year 
1780,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress.  Here  he  met  the  most  illustrious  men  in 
our  land,  and  he  was  immediately  assigned  to  one  of 
xhe  most  consjncuous  positions  among  them. 

For  three  years  Mr.  Madison  continued  in  Con- 
gress, one  of  its  most  active  and  influential  members. 
In  the  year  1784,  his  term  having  expired,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Legislature. 

No  man  felt  more  deeply  than  Mr.  Madison  the 
utter  inefliciency  of  the  oU  confederacy,  with  no  na- 
tional government,  with  no  power  to  form  treaties 
which  would  be  binding,  or  to  enforce  law.  There 
was  not  any  State  more  prominent  than  Virginia  in 
the  declaration,  that  an  efficient  national  government 
must  be  formed.  In  January,  1786,  Mr.  Madison 
carried  a  resolution  through  the  General  Assemljly  of 
Virginia,  inviting  the  other  States  to  aiipoint  coriimis- 
sioners  to. meet  in  convention  at  Annapolis  to  discuss 
tliis  subject.  Five  States  only  were  represented.  The 
convention,  however,  issued  another  call,  drawn  up 
by  Mr.  Madison,  urging  all  the  States  to  send  their 
delegates  to  Philadelphia,  in  May,  1787,  to  draft 
a  Constitution  for  the  United  -States,  to  take  the  place 
of  that  Confederate  League.  The  delegates  met  at 
the  time  appointed.  Every  State  but  Rhode  Island 
■■vas  represented.  George  Washington  was  chosen 
;)resident  of  the  convention;  and  the  present  Consti- 
iution  of  the  United  States  was  then  and  there  formed. 
There  was,  perhaps,  no  mind  and  no  pen  more  ac- 
tive in  framing  this  immortal  document  than  the  mind 
and  the  pen  of  James  Madison. 

The  Constitution,  adopted  by  a  vote  81  to  79,  was 
to  be  presented  to  the  several  States  for  acceptance. 
But  grave  solicitude  was  felt.  Should  it  be  rejected 
we  should  be  left  but  a  conglomeration  of  independent 
States,  with  but  little  power  at  home  and  little  I'espect 
abroad.  Mr.  Madison  was  selected  by  tne  conven- 
tion to  draw  up  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  expounding  the  principles  of  the  Constitution, 
and  urging  its  adoption.  There  was  great  opposition 
to  it  at  first,  but  it  at  length  triumphed  over  all,  and 
went  into  effect  in  1789. 

Mr.  Madison  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  first  Congress,  and  soon  became  the 
avowed  leader  of  the  Rei)ublican  party.  While  in 
New  York  attending  Congress,  he  met  Mrs.  Todd,  a 
young  widow  of  remarkable  power  of  fascination, 
whom  he  married.  .She  was  in  person  and  character 
(pieenly,  and  probably  no  lady  has  thus  far  occujjied 
so  prominent  a  position  in  the  verypecuhar  society 
which  has  constituted  our  republican  court  as  Mrs. 
Mndison. 

Mr.  Madison  served  as  Secretary  of  State  under 
Tefferson,  and  at  the  close  of  his  administration 
was  chosen  President.  At  this  time  the  encroach- 
ments of  England  had  brought  us  to  the  verge  of  war.  , 


British  orders  in  council  destioyed  our  commerce,  and 
our  flag  was  e.\posed  to  constant  insult.  Mr.  Madison 
was  a  man  of  peace.  Scholarly  in  his  taste,  retiiing 
in  his  disposition,  war  had  no  charms  for  him.  But  the 
meekest  spirit  can  be  roused.  It  makes  one's  blood 
boil,  even  now,  to  think  of  an  American  ship  brought 
to,  upon  the  ocean,  by  the  guns  of  an  English  cruiser. 
A  young  lieutenant  steps  on  board  and  orders  the 
crew  to  be  paraded  before  him.  With  great  nonchal--, 
ance  he  selects  any  number  whom  he  may  please  to 
designate  as  British  subjects;  orders  them  down  the 
ship's  side  into  his  boat ;  and  places  them  on  the  gun- 
deck  of  his  man-of-war,  to  fight,  by  compulsion,  the 
battles  of  England.  This  right  of  search  and  im- 
pressment, no  efforts  of  our  Government  could  induce 
the  British  cabinet  to  relinquish. 

On  the  1 8th  of  June,  18 12,  President  Madison  gave 
his  approval  to  an  act  of  Congress  declaring  war 
against  Great  Britain.  Notwithstanding  the  bitter 
hostility  of  the  Federal  [larty  to  the  war,  the  country 
in  general  approved;  and  Mr.  Madison,  on  the  4th 
of  March,  18 13)  was  re-elected  by  a  large  majority, 
and  entered  upon  his  second  term  of  office.  This  is 
not  the  place  to  describe  the  various  adventures  of 
this  war  on  the  land  and  on  the  water.  Our  infant 
navy  then  laid  the  foundations  of  its  renown  in  grap- 
pling with  the  most  formidable  power  which  ever 
swept  the  seas.  The  contest  commenced  in  earnest 
by  the  appearance  of  a  British  flett,  early  in  February, 
1813,  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  declaring  nearly  the  whole 
coast  of  the  United  States  under  Ijlockade. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  offered  his  services  as  me 
ditator.  America  accepted ;  England  refused.  A  Brit- 
ish force  of  five  thousand  men  landed  on  the  banks 
of  the  Patuxet  River,  near  its  entrance  into  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  and  marched  raj.'idly,  by  way  of  Bladens- 
burg,  upon  Washington. 

The  straggling  little  city  of  Washington  was  thrown 
into  consternation.  The  cannon  of  the  brief  conflict 
at  Bladensburg  echoed  through  the  streets  of  the 
metrojx)hs.  The  whole  popuhiticn  fled  from  the  city. 
The  President,  leaving  Mrs.  Madison  in  the  White 
House,  with  her  carriage  drawn  up  at  the  doer  to 
await  his  speedy  return,  hurried  to  meet  the  officers 
in  a  council  of  war.  He  met  our  troops  utterly  routed, 
and  he  could  not  go  back  without  danger  of  being 
captured.  But  few  hours  elapsed  ere  the  Presidential 
Mansion,  the  Capitol,  and  all  the  public  buildings  in 
Washington  were  in  flames. 

The  war  closed  after  two  years  of  fighting,  and  on 
Feb.  13,  1815,  the  treaty  of  peace  was  signed  atC.hent. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  his  second  term  of 
office  expired,  and  lie  resigned  the  Presidential  chair 
to  his  friend,  James  Monroe.  He  retired  to  his  beau- 
tiful home  at  Montpelier,  and  there  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days.  On  June  28,  1836,  then  at  the 
age  of  85  years,  he  fell  asleep  in  death.  Mrs.  Madi- 
son died  July  12,  1S49. 
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AMES  MONROE,  the  fifth 
President  of  The  United  States, 
was  born  in  Westmoreland  Co., 
Va.,  April  28,  1758.  His  early 
life  was  passed  at  the  place  of 
nativity.  His  ancestors  had  for 
,  =)  many  years  resided  in  the  prov- 
ince in  which  he  was  born.  When, 
at  17  years  of  age,  in  the  process 
of  completing  his  education  at 
WiHiam  and  Mary  College,  the  Co- 
lonial Congress  assembled  at  Phila- 
delphia to  deliberate  upon  the  un- 
just and  manifold  oppressions  of 
Great  Britian,  declared  the  separa- 
tion of  the  Colonies,  and  promul- 
gated the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence. Had  he  been  born  ten  years  before  it  is  highly 
probable  that  he  would  have  been  one  of  the  signers 
of  that  celebrated  instrument.  At  this  time  he  left 
school  and  enlisted  among  the  patriots. 

He  joined  the  army  when  everything  looked  hope- 
less and  gloomy.  The  number  of  deserters  increased 
from  day  to  day.  The  invading  armies  came  pouring 
in  ;  and  the  tories  not  only  favored  the  cause  of  the 
mother  country,  but  disheartened  the  new  recruits, 
who  were  sufficiently  terrified  at  the  prospect  of  con- 
tending with  an  enemy  whom  they  had  been  taught 
to  deem  invincible.  To  such  brave  spirits  as  James 
Monroe,  who  went  right  onward,  undismayed  through 
difficulty  and  danger,  the  United  States  owe  their 
political  emanciDation.  The  young  cadet  joined  the 
ranks,  and  espoused  the  cause  of  his  injured  country, 
with  a  firm  determination  to  live  or  die  with  her  strife 


for  hberty.  Firmly  yet  sadly  he  shared  in  tiic  mel- 
anciioly  retreat  from  Harleam  Heights  and  White 
Plains,  and  accompanied  the  dispirited  army  as  it  fled 
before  its  foes  through  New  Jersey.  In  four  months 
alter  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  Ihe  patriots 
had  been  beaten  in  seven  battles.  At  the  battle  of 
Trenton  he  led  the  vanguard,  and,  in  the  act  of  charg- 
ing upon  the  enemy  he  received  a  wound  in  the  left 
shoulder. 

As  a  reward  for  his  bravery,  Mr.  Monroe  was  ])ro- 
moted  a  captain  of  infantry;  and,  having  recovered 
from  his  wound,  he  rejoined  the  army.  He,  however, 
receded  from  the  line  of  promotion,  by  becoming  an 
officer  in  the  staff  of  Lord  Sterling.  During  the  cam- 
paigns of  1777  and  1778,  in  the  actions  of  Brandy 
wine,  Germantown  and  Monmouth,  he  continued 
aid-de-camp;  but  becoming  desirous  to  regain  his 
position  in  the  army,  he  exerted  himself  to  collect  a 
regiment  for  the  Virginia  line.  This  scheme  failed 
owing  to  the  exhausted  condition  of  the  State.  Upon 
this  failure  he  entered  the  office  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  at 
that  peiiod  Governor,  and  pursued,  with  considerable 
ardor,  the  study  of  common  law.  He  did  not,  however, 
entirely  lay  aside  the  knapsack  for  the  green  bag; 
but  on  the  invasions  of  the  enemy,  served  as  avolun 
teer,  during  the  two  years  of  his  legal  pursuits. 

In  1782,  he  was  elected  from  King  George  county, 
a  member  of  the  Leglislature  of  Virginia,  and  by  that 
body  he  was  elevated  to  a  seat  in  the  Executive 
Council.  He  was  thus  honored  with  the  confidence 
of  his  fellow  citizens  at  23  years  of  age  ;  and  having 
at  this  early  period  displayed  some  of  that  ability 
and  aptitude  for  legislation,  which  were  afterwards 
employed  with  unremittirgenergy  for  the  public  good, 
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lie  was  in  the  succeeding  year  chosen  a  member  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
Deeplyas  Mr.  Monroefeh  the  imperfections  of  the  old 
Confederacy,  he  was  opposed  to  the  new  Constitution, 
".hinking,  with  many  others  of  'he  RepubUcan  party, 
that  it  gave  too  much  power  to  the  Central  Government, 
and  not  enough  to  the  individual  States.  Still  he  re- 
tained the  esteem  of  his  friends  who  were  its  warm 
supporters,  and  who,  notwithstanding  his  opposition 
secured  its  adoption.  In  1789,  he  became  a  member 
of  the  United  States  Senate;  which  office  he  held  for 
four  years.  Every  month  the  line  of  distinction  be- 
tween the  two  great  parties  which  divided  the  nation, 
the  Federal  and  the  Republican,  was  growing  more 
distinct.  The  two  prominent  ideas  which  now  sep- 
arated them  were,  that  the  Republican  party  was  in 
sympathy  with  France,  and  also  in  favor  of  such  a 
strict  construction  of  the  Constitution  as  to  give  the 
Central  Government  as  little  power,  and  the  State 
Governments  as  much  power,  as  the  Constitution  vvould 
warrant.  The  Federalists  sympathized  with  England, 
and  were  in  favor  of  a  liberal  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  would  give  as  much  power  to  the 
("entral  Government  as  that  document  could  possibly 
authorize. 

The  leading  Federalists  and  Republicans  were 
alike  noble  men,  consecrating  all  their  energies  to  the 
good  of  the  nation.  Two  more  honest  men  or  more 
pure  patriots  than  John  Adams  the  Federalist,  and 
James  Monroe  the  Republican,  never  breathed.  In 
building  up  this  majestic  nation,  which  is  destined 
to  eclipse  all  Grecian  and  Assyrian  greatness,  the  com- 
bination of  their  antagonism  was  needed  to  create  the 
light  equilibrium.  And  yet  each  in  his  day  was  de- 
nounced as  almost  a  demon. 

Washington  was  then  President.  England  had  es- 
poused the  cause  of  the  Bourbons  against  the  princi- 
ples of  the  French  Revolution.  All  Europe  was  drawn 
into  the  conflict.  We  were  feeble  and  far  away. 
Washington  issued  a  proclamation  of  neutrality  be- 
tween these  contending  powers.  France  had  helped 
us  in  the  struggle  for  our  liberties.  All  the  despotisms 
of  Europe  were  now  combined  to  jjrevent  the  French 
froin  escaping  from  a  tyranny  a  thousand-fold  worse 
than  that  which  we  had  endured.  Col.  Monroe,  more 
magnanimous  than  prudent,  was  anxious  that,  at 
wliatever  hazard,  we  should  help  our  old  allies  in 
their  extremity.  It  was  the  impulse  of  a  generous 
and  noble  nature.  He  violently  opposed  the  Pres- 
ident's proclamation  as  ungrateful  and  wanting  in 
magnanimity. 

Washington,  who  could  appreciate  such  a  character, 
developed  his  calm,  serene,  almost  divine  greatness, 
by  appointing  that  very  James  Monroe,  who  was  de- 
nouncing the  policy  of  the  Government,  as  the  minister 
of  that  Government  to  the  Republic  of  France.  Mr. 
Monroe  was  welcomed  by  the  National  Convention 
in  France  with  the  most  enthusiastic  demonstrations. 


Shortly  after  his  return  to  this  country,  Mr.  Mon- 
roe was  elected  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  held  the 
office  for  three  yeais.  He  was  again  sent  to  Prance  to 
co-operate  with  Chancellor  Livingston  in  obtaining 
the  vast  territory  then  known  as  the  Province  of 
Louisiana,  which  France  had  but  shortly  before  ob- 
tained from  Spain.  Tneir  united  efforts  were  suc- 
cessful. Yo\  the  comparatively  small  sum  of  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars,  the  entire  territorj'  of  Orleans  and 
district  of  Louisiana  were  added  to  the  United  States. 
This  was  probably  the  largest  transfer  of  real  estate 
which  was  ever  made  in  all  the  history  of  the  world. 

From  France  Mr.  Monroe  went  to  England  to  ob- 
tain from  that  country  some  recognition  of  our 
rights  as  neutrals,  and  to  remonstrate  against  those 
odious  impressments  of  our  seamen.  but  Eng- 
land was  unrelenting.  He  again  returned  to  Eng- 
land on  the  same  mission,  but  could  receive  no 
redress.  He  returned  to  his  home  and  was  again 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia.  This  he  soon  resigned 
to  accept  the  position  of  Secretary  of  State  under 
Madison.  While  in  this  office  war  with  England  was 
declared,  the  Secretary  of  War  resigned,  and  during 
these  trying  times,  the  duties  of  the  War  Departmen; 
were  also  put  upon  him.  He  was  truly  the  armor- 
bearer  of  President  Madison,  and  the  most  efficient 
inisiness  man  in  his  cabinet.  Upon  the  return  oi 
peace  he  resigned  the  Department  of  War,  but  con- 
tinued in  the  office  of  Secretary'  of  State  until  the  ex- 
l)iration  of  Mr.  Madison's  adminstration.  At  the  elec 
tion  held  the  previous  autumn  Mr.  Monroe  himself  had 
been  chosen  President  with  but  little  opposition,  and 
upon  March  4,  1817,  was  inaugurated.  Four  years 
later  he  was  elected  for  a  second  term. 

Among  the  important  measures  of  his  Presidency 
were  the  cession  of  Florida  to  the  United  States;  the 
Missouri  Compromise,  and  the    "  Monroe  doctrine.' 

This  famous  doctrine,  since  known  as  the  "  Monroe 
doctrine,"  was  enunciated  by  him  in  1823.  At  that 
tin.ie  the  United  States  had  recognized  the  independ- 
ence of  the  South  American  states,  and  did  not  wish 
to  have  European  powers  longer  attempting  to  sub- 
due portions  of  the  American  Continent.  The  doctrine 
is  as  follows:  "That  we  should  consider  any  attempt 
on  the  part  of  European  powers  to  extend  their  sys- 
tem to  any  portion  of  this  hemisphere  as  dangeroiis 
to  our  peace  and  safety,"  and  "that  we  could  not 
view  any  interposition  for  the  purpose  of  oppressing 
or  controlling  American  governments  or  provinces  in 
any  other  light  than  as  a  manifestation  by  European 
powers  of  an  unfriendly  disposition  toward  the  United 
States."  This  doctrine  immediately  affected  the  course 
of  foreign  governments,  and  hasbecome  the  approved 
sentiment  of  the  Uiu'ted  States. 

At  the  end  of  his  fecond  term  Mr.  Monroe  retired 
to  his  home  in  Virginia,  where  he  lived  until  1830, 
when  he  went  to  New  York  to  live  with  his  son-in- 
law.     In  that  city  he  died, on  the  4th  of  July,  1831 
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OHN  QUINCY  ADAMS,  the 
sixth  President  of  the  United 
'States,  was   born  in  the   rural 
home   of  his    honored    father. 
John  Adams,  in  Qaincy,  Mass., 
on  the  I  ith  cf  July,  1767.   His 
mother,   a   woman   of   exahed 
worth,  watched  overliis  childiiood 
during   the  ahnost   constant   ab- 
sence of  his  father.      When    but 
eight  years  of  age,  he  stood  with 
his  mother  on  an  eminence,  listen- 
ing to  the  booming  of  the  great  bat- 
tle on  Bunker's  Hill,  and  gazing  on 
upon  the  smoke  and  flames   billow- 
ing up  from    the   conflagration   of 
Charlestown. 

When  but  eleven  years  old  he 
took  a  tearful  adieu  of  his  mother, 
to  sail  with  his  father  for  Europe, 
through  a  fleet  ol  hostile  British  cruisers.  The  bright, 
animated  boy  spent  a  year  and  a  half  in  Paris,  where 
his  father  was  associated  with  Franklin  and  Lee  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  His  intelligence  attracted 
the  notice  of  these  distinguished  men,  and  he  received 
from  them  flattering  marks  of  attention. 

Mr.  John  Adams  had  scarcely  returned  to  this 
cour.try,  in  1779,  ere  he  was  again  sent  abroad.  Again 
John  Quincy  accompanied  his  father.  At  Paris  he 
applied  himself  with  great  diligence,  for  six  months, 
to  jtudy;  then  accompained  his  father  to  Holland, 
where  he  entered,  first  a  school  in  .Amsterdam,  then 
the  University  at  Leyden.  About  a  year  from  this 
time,  in  178 1,  when  the  manly  boy  was  but  fourteen 
yea-s  of  age,  he  was  selected  by  Mr.  Dana,  our  min- 
ister to  the  Russian  court,  as  his  private  secretarj'. 

In  this  school  of  incessant  labor  and  of  enobling 
culture  he  spent  fourteen  months,  and  then  returned 
to  Holland  through  Sweden,  Denmark,  Hamburg  and 
Bremen.  This  long  journey  he  took  alone,  in  the 
winter,  when  in  his  sixteenth  year.  Again  he  resumed 
his  studies,  under  a  private  tutor,  at  Hague,   Thence, 


in  the  spring  of  1782,  he  accompanied  his  father  tc 
Paris,  traveling  leisurely,  and  forming  acquaintance 
with  the  most  distinguished  men  on  the-  Continent 
examining  architectural  remains,  galleries  of  paintings 
and  all  renowned  works  of  art.  At  Paris  he  again 
became  associated  with  the  most  illustrious  men  of 
all  lands  in  the  contemplations  of  the  loftiest  temporal 
themes  which  can  engross  the  human  mind.  Afte" 
a  short  visit  to  England  he  returned  to  Paris,  ana 
consecrated  all  his  energies  to  study  until  May,  1785, 
when  he  returned  to  America.  To  a  brilliant  young 
man  of  eighteen,  who  had  seen  much  of  the  world, 
and  who  was  familiar  with  the  etiquette  of  courts,  a 
residence  with  his  father  in  London,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, must  have  been  extremely  attractive 
but  with  judgment  very  rare  in  one  of  his  age,  he  pre- 
ferred to  return  to  America  to  complete  his  education 
in  an  American  college.  He  wished  then  to  study 
law,  that  with  an  honorable  profession,  he  might  be 
able  to  obtain  an  independent  support. 

Upon  leaving  Harvard  College,  at  the  age  of  twenty 
he  studied  law  for  three  years.  In  June,  1794,  be- 
ing then  but  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  he  -was  ap- 
pointed by  Washington,  resident  minister  at  the 
Netherlands.  Sailing  from  Boston  in  July,  he  reachea 
London  in  October,  where  he  was  immediately  admit- 
ted to  the  deliberations  of  Messrs.  Jay  and  Pinckney 
assisting  them  in  negotiating  a  commercial  treaty  with 
Great  Britian.  After  thus  spending  a  fortnight  i. 
London,  he  proceeded  to  the  Hague. 

In  July,  1797,  he  left  the  Hague  to  go  to  Portugal  a.i 
minister  plenipotentiary.  On  his  way  to  Portugal 
upon  arriving  in  London,  he  met  with  despatches 
directing  him  to  the  court  of  Beiiin,  but  requestirg 
him  to  remain  in  London  until  he  should  receive  his 
instructions.  While  waiting  he  was  mairied  to  ar. 
American  lady  to  whom  he  had  been  previously  en- 
gaged,— Miss  Louisa  Catherine  Johnson,  daughtc 
of  Mr.  Joshua  Johnson,  American  consul  in  london; 
a  lady  endownd  with  that  beauty  and  those  accom- 
plishment which  eminently  fitted  her  to  move  in  tii« 
elevated  sphere  for  whic)i  she  wp-s  <?.«s'irie4- 
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He  reached  Berlin  with  his  wife  in  November,  1797  ; 
where  he  remained  until  July,  1799,  when,  having  ful- 
filled all  the  purposes  of  his  mission,  he  soUcited  his 
recall. 

Soon  after  his  return,  in  1802,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  Senate  of  Massachusetts,  from  Boston,  and  then 
was  elected  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  six  years, 
from  the  4th  of  March,  1804.  His  reputation,  his 
ability  and  his  experience,  placed  him  immediately 
among  the  most  prominent  and  influential  members 
of  that  body.  Es[)ecially  did  he  sustain  the  Govern- 
ment in  its  measures  of  resistance  to  the  encroach- 
ments of  England,  destroying  our  commerce  and  in- 
sulting our  flag.  There  was  no  man  in  America  more 
familiar  with  the  arrogance  of  the  British  court  upon 
these  points,  and  no  one  more  resolved  to  present 
a  firm  resistance. 

In  1809,  Madison  succeeded  Jefferson  in  the  Pres- 
idential chair,  and  he  immediately  nominated  John 
Quincy  Adams  minister  to  St.  Petersburg.  Resign- 
ing his  professorship  in  Harvard  College,  he  embarked 
at  Boston,  in  August,  1809. 

While  in  Russia,  Mr.  Adams  was  an  intense  stu- 
dent. He  devoted  his  attention  to  the  language  and 
history  of  Russia;  to  the  Chinese  trade;  to  the 
European  system  of  weights,  measures,  and  coins  ;  to 
the  climate  and  astronomical  observations  ;  while  he 
kept  up  a  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  Greek  and 
Latin  classics.  In  all  the  universities  of  Europe,  a 
more  accomplished  scholar  could  scarcely  be  found. 
All  through  life  the  Bible  constituted  an  importar.t 
part  of  his  studies.  It  was  his  rule  to  read  five 
chapters  every  day. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  Mr.  Monroe  took  the 
Presidential  chair,  and  immediately  ai)|iointed  Mr. 
Adams  Secretary  of  State.  Taking  leave  of  his  num- 
erous friends  in  public  and  private  life  in  Europe,  he 
sailed  in  June,  1819,  forthe  United  Slates.  On  the 
i8th  of  August,  he  again  crossed  the  threshold  of  his 
home  in  Quincy.  During  the  eight  years  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's administration,  Mr.  Adams  contin\ied  Secretary 
of  State. 

Some  time  before  the  close  of  Mr.  Monroe's  second 
term  of  office,  new  candidates  began  to  lie  presented 
forthe  Presidency.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Adams  brought 
forward  his  name.  It  was  an  exciting  cam|iaign. 
Party  spirit  was  never  more  bitter.  Two  hundred  and 
sixty  electoral  votes  were  cast.  Andrew  Jackson  re- 
ceived ninety-nine;  John  Quincy  Adams,  eighty-four; 
William  H.  Crawford,  forty-one;  Henry  Clay,  thirty- 
sev^en.  As  there  was  no  choice  by  the  people,  the 
question  went  to  the  House  of  Representatives.  Mr. 
Clay  gave  the  vote  of  Kentucky  to  Mr.  Adams,  and 
he  was  elected. 

The  friends  of  all  the  disappointed  candidates  now 
;ombined  in  a  venomous  and  persistent  assault  upon 
Mr.  Adams.  There  is  nothing  more  disgraceful  in 
*i>«  past  history  of  our  country  than  the  abuse  whit  h 


was  poured  in  oue  uninterrupted  stream,  u[X)n  this 
high-minded,  upright,  patriotic  man.  There  never  was 
an  administration  more  pure  in  principles,  more  con- 
scientiously devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, than  that  of  John  Quincy  Adams;  and  never, per- 
haps, was  there  an  administration  more  unscrupu. 
lously  and  outrageously  assailed. 

Mr.  Adams  was,  to  a  very  remarkable  degree,  ab- 
stemious and  temperate  in  his  habits;  always  rising 
early,  and  taking  much  exercise.  When  at  his  home  in 
Quincy,  he  has  been  known  to  walk,  before  breakfast, 
seven  miles  to  Boston.  In  \Vashington,  it  was  said 
that  he  was  the  first  man  up  in  the  city,  lighting  his 
own  fire  and  applying  himself  to  work  in  his  library 
often  long  before  dawn. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  Mr.  Adams  reurtd 
from  the  Presidency,  and  was  succeeded  by  Andrew- 
Jackson.  John  C.  Calhoun  was  elected  Vice  Presi- 
dent. The  slavery  question  now  began  to  assume 
ixjrtentous  magnitude.  Mr.  .'\dams  returned  to 
Quincy  and  to  his  studies,  which  he  pursued  with  un- 
abated zeal.  But  he  was  not  long  permitted  to  re- 
main in  retirement.  In  November,  1830,  he  was 
elected  representative  to  Congress.  For  seventeen 
years,  until  his  death,  he  occupied  the  post  as  repre- 
sentative, towering  above  all  his  peers,  ever  ready  to 
do  brave  battle' for  freedom,  and  winning  the  title  of 
"the  old  man  eloquent."  Upon  taking  his  seat  in 
the  House,  he  announced  that  he  should  hold  him- 
self bound  to  no  party.  Probably  there  never  was  a 
member  more  devoted  to  his  duties.  He  was  usually 
the  first  in  his  place  in  the  morning,  and  the  last  to 
leave  his  seat  in  the  evening.  Not  a  measure  could 
be  brought  forward  and  escape  his  scrutiny.  The 
battle  which  Mr.  Adams  fought,  almost  singly,  against 
the  proslavery  party  in  the  Government,  was  sublime 
in  Its  moral  dating  and  lieroism.  For  persisting  in 
presenting  petitions  for  the  al)olition  of  slavery,  he 
was  threatened  with  indictment  by  the  grand  jury, 
with  expulsion  from  the  House,  with  assassination 
but  no  threats  could  intimidate  him,  and  his  final 
triumph  was  complete. 

It  has  been  said  of  President  Adams,  that  when  his  - 
body  was  bent  and  his  hair  silvered  |^  the  lapse  of 
fourscore  yeais,  yielding  to  the  simple  faith  of  a  little 
child,  he  was  accustomed  to  repeat  every  night,  before 
he  slept,  the  prajer  which  his  mother  taught  him  in 
his  infant  years. 

On  the  2istof  February,  1848,  he  rose  on  the  floor 
of  Congress,  with  a  paper  in  his  hand,  to  address  the 
speaker.  Suddenly  he  fell,  again  stricken  by  paraly- 
sis, and  was  caught  in  the  arms  of  those  around  him. 
For  a  time  he  was  senseless,  as  he  was  conveyed  to 
the  sofa  in  the  rotunda.  With  reviving  conscious- 
ness, he  opened  his  eyes,  looked  calmly  around  and 
said  "  This  is  the  end  of  earth  ,-"t!ien  after  a  inoment's 
pause  he  added,  " I  am  eoiitent"  These  were  the 
last    words  of    the    grand    "Old    Man    Eloquent." 
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NDREW     JACKSON,     the 
seventh     President     of     the 
Ijf  United    States,  was  born   in 
Waxhaw  settlement,  N.    C, 
March  15,  1767,  a  few  days 
after  his  father's  death.    His 
parents  were  poor  emigrants 
from    Ireland,   and  took  up 
their  abode  in  Waxhaw  set- 
tlement, where  they  lived  in 
deepest  poverty. 
Andrew,  or  Andy,  as  he  was 
universally  called,  grew  up  a  very 
rough,  rude,  turbulent  boy.      His 
features  were  coarse,  his  form  un- 
gainly;   and   there  was  but  veiy 
little  in  his  character,    made   visible,  which   was   at- 
tiactive. 

When  only  thirteen  years  old  he  joined  the  volun- 
teers of  Carolina  against  the  British  invasion.  In 
[7S1,  he  and  his  brother  Robert  were  captured  and 
imprisoned  for  a  time  at  Camden.  A  British  officer 
ordered  him  to  brush  his  mud-spattered  boots.  "  I  am 
a  prisoner  of  war,  not  your  servant,"  was  the  reply  of 
the  dauntless  boy. 

The  brute  drew  his  sword,  and  aimed  a  desperate 
Dlow  at  the  head  of  the  helpless  young  prisoner. 
Andrew  raised  his  hand,  and  thus  received  two  fear- 
ful gashes, — one  on  the  hand  and  the  other  upon  the 
head.  The  officer  then  turned  to  his  brother  Robert 
with  the  same  demand.  He  also  refused,  and  re- 
ceived a  blow  from  the  keen-edged  sabre,  which  quite 
disabled  him,  and  which  probably  soon  after  caused 
his  death.  They  suffered  much  other  ill-treatment,  and 
were  finally  stricken  with  the  small-pox.  Their 
mother  was  successful  uv    obtaining    their   exchange, 


and  took  her  sick  boys  home.  After  a  long  illnjsc 
Andrew  recovered,  and  the  death  of  his  mother  soon 
left  him  entirely  friendless. 

Andrew  supported  himself  in  various  ways,  s  i;h  as 
working  at  the  saddler's  trade,  teaching  school  and 
clerking  in  a  general  store,  until  1784,  when  he 
entered  a  law  office  at  Salisbury,  N.  C.  He,  however, 
gave  more  attention  to  the  wild  amusements  of  the 
times  than  to  his  studies.  In  1788,  he  was  appointed 
solicitor  for  the  western  district  of  North  Carolina,  of 
which  Tennessee  was  then  a  part.  This  involved 
many  long  and  tedious  journeys  amid  dangers  of 
every  kind,  but  Andrew  Jackson  never  knew  fear, 
and  the  Indians  had  no  desire  to  repeat  a  skirmish 
witfi  the  .Sharp  Knife. 

In  1791,  Mr.  Jackson  was  married  to  a  woman  who 
supposed  herself  divorced  from  her  former  husband. 
Great  was  the  surprise  of  both  parties,  two  years  later, 
to  find  that  the  conditionsof  the  divorce  had  just  been 
definitely  settled  by  the  first  husband.  The  marriage 
ceremony  was  performed  a  second  time,  but  the  occur- 
rence was  often  used  by  his  enemies  to  bring  Mr. 
Jackson  into  disfavor. 

Daring  these  years  he  worked  hard  at  his  profes- 
sion, and  frequently  had  one  or  more  duels  on  hand, 
one  of  which,  when  he  killed  Dickenson,  was  espec- 
ially disgraceful. 

In  January,  1796,  the  Territory  of  Tennessee  then 
containing  nearly  eighty  thousand  inhabitants,  the 
people  met  in  convention  at  Knoxville  to  frame  a  con- 
stitution.  Five  were  sent  from  each  of  the  eleven 
counties.  Andrew  Jackson  was  one  of  the  delegates. 
The  new  State  was  entitled  to  but  one  member  in 
the  National  House  of  Representatives.  Andrew  Jack^ 
son  was  chosen  that  member.  Mounting  his  horse  he 
rode  to  Philedelphia,  where  Congress   then    held  its 
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sessions, — a  distance  of  about  eight  hundred    miles. 

Jackson  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Jefferson  was  his  idol.  He  admired 
Bonaparte,  loved  France  and  hated  England.  As  Mr. 
Jackson  took  his  seat.  Gen.  Washington,  whose 
second  term  of  office  was  then  expiring,  delivered  his 
last  speech  to  Congress.  .'\  committee  drew  up  a 
com[)limentary  address  in  reply.  Andrew  Jackson 
did  not  approve  of  the  address,  and  was  one  of  the 
twelve  who  voted  against  it.  He  was  not  willing  to 
say  that  Gen.  Washington's  adminstration  had  been 
"  wise,  firm  and  patriotic." 

Mr.  Jackson  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate  in  1797,  but  soon  resigned  and  returned  home. 
Soon  after  he  was  chosen  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  his  State,  which  position  he  held  fjr  six  years. 

When  the  war  of  181 2  with  Great  Britian  com- 
menced, Madison  occupied  the  Presidential  chair. 
Aaron  Burr  sent  word  to  the  President  that  there  was 
an  unknown  man  in  the  West,  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
would  do  credit  to  a  commission  if  one  were  con- 
ferred u[)on  him.  Just  at  that  time  Gen.  Jackson 
jffeied  his  services  and  those  of  twenty-five  hundred 
volunteers.  His  offer  was  accepted,  and  the  troops 
were  assembled  at  Nashville. 

As  the  British  were  hourly  expected  to  make  an  at- 
tack npon  New  Orleans,  where  Gen,  Wilkinson  was 
in  coinmand,  he  was  ordered  to  descend  the  river 
with  fifteen  hundred  troops  to  aid  Wilkinson.  The 
expedition  reached  Natchez;  and  after  a  delay  of  sev- 
eral weeks  there,  without  accomplishing  anything, 
ihe  men  were  ordered  back  to  their  homes.  But  the 
energy  Gen.  Jackson  had  displayed,  and  his  entire 
devotion  to  the  comrfort  of  his  soldiers,  won  him 
golden  opinions;  and  he  became  the  most  popular 
man  in  the  State.  It  was  in  this  expedition  that  his 
toughness  gave  him  the  nickname  of  "  Old  Hickory." 

Soon  after  this,  while  attempting  to  horsewhip  Col. 
Thomas  H.  Benton,  for  a  remark  that  gentleman 
made  about  his  taking  a  part  as  second  in  a  duel,  in 
which  a  younger  brother  of  Benton's  was  engaged, 
he  received  two  severe  pistol  wounds.  While  he  was 
lingering  upon  a  bed  of  suffering  news  came  that  the 
Indians,  who  had  combined  under  Tecumseh  from 
Florida  to  the  Lakes,  to  exterminate  the  white  set- 
tlers, were  committing  the  most  awful  ravages.  De- 
cisive action  became  necessary.  Gen.  Jackson,  with 
his  fractured  bone  just  beginning  to  heal,  his  arm  in 
a  sling,  and  unable  to  mount  his  horse  without  assis- 
tance, gave  his  amazing  energies  to  the  raising  of  an 
army  to  rendezvous  at  FayettesviUe,  Alabama. 

The  Creek  Indians  had  established  a  strong  for(  on 
one  of  the  bendsof  the  Tallapoosa  River,  near  the  cen- 
ter of  Alabama,  about  fifty  miles  below  Fort  Strother. 
With  an  army  of  two  thousand  men.  Gen.  Jackson 
traversed  the  pathless  wilderness  in  a  march  of  eleven 
days.  He  reached  their  fort,  called  Tohojieka  or 
Horse-shoe,  on  the  27  th  of  March.  1814.     The  bend 


of  the  river  enclosed  nearly  one  hundred  acres  of 
tangled  forest  and  wild  ravine.  Across  the  narrow 
neck  the  Indians  had  constructed  a  formidable  breast- 
work of  logs  and  brush.  Here  nine  hundred  warriors, 
with  an  ample  suplyof  arms  were  assembled. 

The  fort  was  stormed.  The  fight  was  utterly  des- 
perate. Not  an  Indian  would  accept  of  quarter.  When 
bleeding  and  dying,  tliey  would  fight  those  who  en- 
deavored to  spare  their  lives.  From  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing until  dark,  the  battle  raged.  The  carnage  was 
awful  and  revolting.  Some  threw  themselves  into  the 
river;  but  the  unerring  bullet  struck  their  heads  as 
they  swam.  Nearly  everyone  of  the  nine  hundred  war- 
rios  were  killed  A  few  probably,  in  the  night,  swara 
the  river  and  escaped.  This  ended  the  war.  The 
power  of  the  Creeks  was  broken  forever.  This  bold 
plunge  into  the  wilderness,  with  its  terriffic  slaughter, 
so  appalled  the  savages,  that  the  haggard  remnants 
of  the  bands  came  to  the  camp,  begging  for  peace. 

This  closing  of  the  Creek  war  enabled  us  to  con- 
centrate all  our  militia  upon  the  British,  who  were  the 
allies  of  the  Indians  No  man  of  less  resolute  will 
than  Gen.  Jackson  could  have  conducted  this  Indian 
campaign  to  so  successful  an  issue  Immediately  he 
was  appointed  major-general. 

Late  in  ,A.ugust,  with  an  army  of  two  thousand 
men,  on  a  rushing  march.  Gen.  Jackson  came  to 
Mobile.  A  British  fleet  came  from  Pensacola,  landed 
a  force  upon  the  beach,  anchored  near  the  little  fort, 
and  from  both  ship  and  shore  commenced  a  furious 
assault  The  battle  was  long  and  doubtful.  At  length 
one  of  the  ships  was  blown  up    and  the  rest  retired. 

Garrisoning  Mobile,  where  he  had  taken  his  little 
army,  he  moved  his  troops  to  New  Orleans, 
And  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  which  soon  ensued, 
was  in  reality  a  very  arduous  campaign.  This  won 
for  Gen.  Jackson  an  imperishable  name.  Here  his 
troops,  which  numbered  about  four  thousand  men, 
won  a  signal  victory  over  the  British  army  of  abo\it 
nine  thousand.  His  loss  was  but  thirteen,  while  the 
loss  of  the  British  was  two  thousand  six  hundred. 

The  name  of  Gen.  Jackson  soon  began  to  be  men- 
tioned in  connection  with  the  Presidency,  but,  in  1824, 
he  was  defeated  by  Mr.  Adams.  He  was,  however, 
successful  in  the  election  of  1828,  and  was  re-elected 
for  a  second  term  in  1832.  In  1829,  just  before  he 
assumed  the  reins  of  tlie  government,  he  met  with 
the  most  terrible  affliction  of  his  life  in  the  death  of 
his  wife,  whom  he  had  loved  with  a  devotion  which  has 
perhaps  never  been  surpassed.  From  the  shock  of 
her  death  he  never  recovered. 

His  administration  was  one  of  the  most  memorable 
in  the  annals  of  our  country;  applauded  by  one  party, 
condemned  by  the  other.  No  man  had  more  bitter 
enemies  or  warmer  friends.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
two  terms  of  office  he  retired  to  the  Hermitage,  where 
he  died  lune  8,  1845.  The  last  years  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son's  life   were  that   of  a   devoted  Christian    man. 
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ARTIN  VAN  BUREN,  the 
eighth      President     of     the 
United  States,  was  horn  at 
Kinderhook,  N.  Y.,  Dec.   5, 
1782.     He  died  at  the  same 
place,  July    24,    1862.       His 
body  rests  in   the  cemetery 
at  Kinderhook.     Above  it  is 
a  plain  granite    shaft  fifteen   feet 
high,  bearing  a  simple  inscription 
vk        about  halt  way  up   on   one    face, 
w         The  lot  is  unfenced,  unbordered 
or  unbounded  by  shrub  or  flower. 

There  is  but  little  in  the  life  of  Martin  Van  Buren 
of  romantic  interest.  He  fought  no  battles,  engaged 
in  no  wild  adventures.  Though  his  life  was  stormy  in 
political  and  intellectual  conflicts,  and  he  gained  many 
signal  victories,  his  days  passed  uneventful  in  those 
incidents  which  give  zest  to  biography.  His  an- 
cestors, as  his  name  indicates,  were  of  Dutch  origin, 
and  were  among  the  earliest  emigrants  from  Holland 
to  the  banks  of  the  Hudson.  His  father  was  a  farmer, 
residing  in  the  old  town  of  Kinderhook.  His  mother, 
also  of  Dutch  lineage,  was  a  woman  of  superior  intel- 
ligerce  and  exemplary  piety. 

Ai  was  decidedly  a  precocious  boy,  developing  un- 
usual activity,  vigor  and  strengtli  of  mind.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen,  lie  had  finished  his  academic  studies 
in  his  native  village,  and  commenced  the  study  of 
law,  As  he  h.ad  not  a  collegiate  education,  seven 
years  of  study  in  a  law-office  were  required  of  liim 
liefore  he  could  be  admitted  to  the  bar.  Inspired  with 
d  lofty  ambition,  and  conscious  of  his  powers,  he  pur- 
sued his  studies  with  indefatigable  industry.  After 
spending  six  years  in  an  office  in  his    native  village. 


he  went  to  the  city  of  New  York,  and  prosecuted  lii* 
studies  for  the  seventh  year. 

In  1803,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  then  twenty-one  years  ot 
age,  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  his  native  vil- 
lage. The  great  conflict  between  the  Federal  and 
Republican  party  was  then  at  its  height.  Mr.  Van 
Buren  was  from  the  beginning  a  politician.  He  had, 
perhaps,  imbibed  that  spirit  while  listenipiig  to  the 
many  discussions  which  had  been  carried  on  in  his 
father's  hotel.  He  was  in  cordial  sympathy  with 
Jefferson,  and  earnestly  and  eloquently  espoused  the 
cause  of  State  Rights  ;  though  at  that  time  the  Fed- 
eral party  held  the  supremacy  both  in  his  town 
and  State, 

His  success  and  increasing  ruputation  led  him 
after  six  years  of  practice,  to  remove  to  Hudson,  th<; 
county  seat  of  his  county.  Here  he  spent  seven  years, 
constantly  gaining  strength  by  contending  in  the- 
courts  with  some  of  the  ablest  men  who  have  adorned 
the  bar  of  his  State. 

Just  before  leaving  Kinderhook  for  Hudson,  Mi. 
Van  Buren  married  a  lady  alike  distinguished  for 
beauty  and  accomplishments.  After  twelve  short 
years  she  sank  into  the  grave,  the  victim  of  consump- 
tion, leaving  her  husband  and  four  sons  to  weep  over 
her  loss.  For  twenty-five  years,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was 
an  earnest,  successful,  assiduous  lawyer.  The  record 
of  those  years  is  barren  in  items  of  public  interest. 
In  iSi 2,  when  thirty  years  of  age,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  State  Senate,  and  gave  his  strenuous  support  to 
Mr.  Madison's  adminstration.  In  1815,  he  was  ap- 
pointed Attorney-General,  and  the  next  year  moved 
to  Albany,  the  capital  of  the  State. 

While  he  was  acknowledged  as  -one  of  the  most 
piominent  leaders  of  the"  Democratic   party,   he   had 
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the  moral  courage  to  avow  that  true  democracy  did 
not  require  that  "  universal  suffrage"  which  admits 
the  vile,  the  degraded,  the  ignorant,  to  the  right  of 
governing  the  State.  In  true  consistency  with  his 
democratic  principles,  he  contended  that,  while  the 
jidth  leading  to  the  privilege  of  voting  should  be  open 
to  every  man  without  distinction,  no  one  should  be 
invested  with  that  sacred  prerogative,  unless  he  were 
in  some  degree  qualified  for  it  by  intelligence,  virtue 
and  some  property  interests  in  the  welfare  of  tlie 
State. 

In  182  I  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  United 
States  Senate;  and  in  the  same  year,  he  took  a  seat 
in  the  convention  to  revise  the  constitution  of  his 
.oative  State.  His  course  in  this  convention  secured 
Ihe  approval  of  men  of  all  parties.  No  one  could 
doubt  the  singleness  of  his  endeavors  to  promote  the 
interests  of  all  classes  in  the  community.  In  the 
Senate  of  tlie  United  States,  he  rose  at  once  to  a 
conspicuous  position  as  an  active  and  useful  legislator. 

In  1827,  John  Quincy  Adams  being  then  in  the 
Presidential  chair,  Mr.  Van  Bnren  was  re-elected  to 
>he  Senate.  He  had  been  from  the  beginning  a  de- 
.erniined  opposer  of  the  Administration,  adopting  the 
'State  Rights"  view  in  opposition  to  what  was 
deemed  the  Federal  proclivities  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Soon  after  this,  in  1828,  he  was  chosen  Governorof 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  accordingly  resigned  his 
seat  in  the  Senate.  Proljably  no  one  in  the  United 
States  contributed  so  much  towards  ejecting  Jolm  Q. 
Adams  from  the  Presidential  chair,  and  placing  in  it 
Andrew  Jackson,  as  did  Martin  Van  Buven.  Whether 
entitled  to  the  reputation  or  not,  he  certainly  was  re- 
garded throughout  the  United  States  as  one  of  the 
most  skillful,  sagacious  and  cunning  of  politicians. 
It  was  supixjsed  that  no  one  knew  so  well  as  he  how 
to  touch  the  secret  springs  of  action;  how  to  pull  all 
the  wires  to  put  his  machinery  in  motion;  and  how  to 
organize  a  political  army  which  would,  secretly  and 
£te.''lthily  accomplisli  the  most  gigantic  results.  By 
these  powers  it  is  said  that  lie  outv/itted  Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Wel)ster,  and  secured  results  which 
iiiw  thougiit  then  could  be  accomplished. 

When  .Andrew  Jackson  was  elected  President  he 
apiK<inted  Mr.  Van  Buren  Secretary  of  Stale.  This 
position  he  resigned  in  i83r,  and  was  immediately 
appointed  Minister  to  England,  wiiere  he  went  the 
same  autumn.  The  Senate,  however,  wlien  it  met, 
refused    to    ratify   the   noiiiii-^;uion,    .jnd   he   leturned 


home,  apparently  untroubled ;  was  nominated  Vice 
President  in  the  place  of  Calhoun,  at  the  re-election 
of  President  Jackson;  and  with  smiles  for  all  and 
fiowns  for  none,  he  took  his  place  at  the  head  of  that 
Senate  which  hjd  refused  to  confirm  his  nomination 
as  ambassador. 

His  rejection  by  the  Senate  roused  al!  the  zeal  of 
President  Jackson- in  behalf  of  his  repudiated  favor- 
ite ;  and  this,  probably  more  than  any  other  cause, 
secured  his  elevation  to  the  chair  of  the  Chief  Execu 
five.  On  the  20th  of  May,  1836,  Mr.  Van  Buren  re- 
ceived the  Democratic  nomination  to  succeed  Gen. 
Jackson  as  President  of  the  United  States.  He  was 
elected  by  a  handsome  majority,  to  the  delight  of  the 
retiring  President.  "  Leaving  New  York  out  of  the 
canvass,"  says  Mr.  Parton,  "the  election  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren  to  the  Presidency  was  as  much  the  act  of  Gen. 
Jackson  as  though  the  Constitution  had  conferred 
upon  him  the  power  to  appoint  a  successor." 

His  administration  was  filled  with  exciting  events- 
The  insurrection  in  Canada,  which  threatened  to  in- 
volve this  country  in  war  with  England,  the  agitation 
of  the  slavery  question,  and  finally  the  great  commer- 
cial panic  which  spread  over  the  country,  all  were 
trials  to  his  wisdom.  The  financial  distress  was  at- 
tributed to  the  management  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  brought  the  President  into  such  disfavor  that  he 
failed  of  re-election. 

With  the  exception  of  being  nominated  for  the 
Presidency  by  the  "Free  Soil"  Democrats,  in  1848, 
Mr.  Van  Buren  lived  quietlv  upon  his  estate  until 
his  death. 

He  had  ever  been  a  prudent  man,  of  frugal  habits, 
and  living  within  his  income,  had  now  fortunately  a 
competence  for  his  declining  years.  His  unblemished 
character,  his  commanding  abilities,  his  unquestioned 
patriotism,  and  the  distinguished  positions  which  he 
had  occupied  in  the  government  of  our  country,  se- 
cured to  him  not  only  the  homage  of  his  party,  but 
tlie  respect  ot  the  whole  community-  It  was  on  the 
4th  of  Marcli,  1841,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  retired  from 
the  presidency.  From  his  fine  estate  at  Lindenwald^ 
he  still  exerted  a  powerful  influence  w\yo\\  the  politics 
of  the  country.  From  this  time  until  his  deatli,  on 
the  24th  of  July,  1862,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  he 
resided  at  Lindcnwald,  a  gentleman  of  leisure,  of 
culture  and  of  wealth;  enjoying  in  a  healthy  old 
age,  probably  far  more  happiness  than  he  had  before 
experienced  amid  the  stormy  scenes  of  his  active  life. 
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vJ^*S3jTr^'^    JLLIAM  HENRY  HARRI 
SON,  the  ninth   President  of 
the   United  States,  was  born 
at  Berkeley,  Va.,  Feb.  9,  1773. 
His  father,    Benjamin    Harri- 
son, was  in  comparatively  op- 
ulent circumstances,  and  was 
one  of  the  most  distinguished 
men  of  his  day.      He  was  an 
intimate    friend    of     George 
Washington,  was  early  elected 
a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress,    and   was     conspicuous 
among  the  patriots  of  Virginia  in 
resisting  the  encroachments  of  the 
British  crown.     In  the  celebrated 
Congress  of  1775,  Benjamin  Har- 
rison   and   John    Hancock    were 
both  candidates  for  the  office  of 
speaker. 

Mr  Harrison  was  subsequently 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia,  and 
was  twice  re-elected.  His  son, 
William  Henry,  of  course  enjoyed 
in  childhood  all  the  advantages  which  wealth  and 
intellectual  and  cultivated  society  could  give.  Hav- 
ing received  a  thorough  common-school  education,  he 
entered  Hampden  Sidney  College,  where  he  graduated 
wiih  honor  soon  after  the  death  of  his  father.  He 
^'c\^\-\  repaired  to  Philadelphia  to  study  medicine  under 
the  instructions  of  Dr.  Rush  and  the  guardianship  of 
lobert  Morris,  both  of  whom  were,  with  his  father, 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

.'Jl)on  the  outbreak  of  the  Indian  troubles,  and  not- 
withstanding the  'emonstrances  of  his  friends,  he 
aiiandoned  his  medical  studies  and  entered  the  army, 
.laving  obtained  a  commission  of  Ensign  from  Presi- 


dent Washington.  He  was  then  but  ig  years  old. 
From  that  time  he  passed  gradually  upward  in  rank 
until  he  became  aid  to  General  Wayne,  after  whose 
death  he  resigned  his  commission.  He  was  then  ap- 
pointed Secretary  of  the  North-western  Territory.  This 
Territory  was  then  entitled  to  but  one  member  in 
Congress  and  Capt.  Harrison  was  chosen  to  fill  that 
position. 

In  the  spring  of  1800  the  North-western  Territory 
was  divided  by  Congress  into  two  portions.  The 
eastern  portion,  comprising  the  region  now  embraced 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  called  "  The  Territory 
north-west  of  the  Ohio."  The  western  portion,  which 
included  what  is  now  called  Indiana,  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin,  was  called  the  "Indiana  Territory."  Wil.. 
liam  Henry  Harrison,  then  27  years  of  age,  was  ap- 
pointed by  John  Adams,  Governor  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  immediately  after,  also  Governor  of 
Upper  Louisiana.  He  was  thus  ruler  over  almost  as 
extensive  a  realm  as  any  sovereign  upon  the  globe.  He 
was  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  was  in- 
vested with  powers  nearly  dictatorial  over  the  now 
rapidly  increasing  white  population.  The  ability  and 
fidelity  with  which  he  discharged  these  responsible 
duties  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  he  was  four 
times  appointed  to  this  office — first  by  John  Adams, 
twice  by  Thomas  Jefferson  and  afterwards  by  Presi- 
dent Madison. 

When  he  began  his  adminstration  there  were  but 
three  white  settlements  in  that  almost  boundless  region, 
now  crowded  with  cities  and  resounding  with  all  the 
tumult  of  wealth  and  traffic.  Oneof  these  settlements 
was  on  the  Ohio,  nearly  opposite  Louisville;  one  at 
Vincennes,  on  the  Wabash,  and  the  third  a  French 
settlement. 

The  vast  wilderness  over  which  Gov.  Harrisoi. 
reigned  was  filled  with  many  tribes  of  Indians.  Abou' 
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the  year  1806,  two  extraordinary  men,  twin  brothers, 
of  the  Shawnese  tribe,  rose  among  them.  One  of 
these  was  called  Tecumseh,  or  "  The  Crouching 
Panther;"  the  other,  Olliwacheca,  or  "'I'he  Prophet." 
Tecumseh  was  not  only  an  Indian  warrior,  but  a  man 
of  great  sagacity,  far-reaching  foresight  and  indomit- 
able perseverance  in  any  enterprise  ui  which  he  might 
engage.  He  was  inspired  with  the  highest  enthusiasm, 
and  had  long  regarded  with  dread  and  with  hatred 
the  encroachment  of  the  whites  upon  the  hunting- 
grounds  of  his  fathers.  His  brother,  the  Prophet,  was 
anorator,  who  could  sway  the  feelings  of  the  untutored 
Indian  as  the  gale  tossed  the  tree-tops  beneath  which 
they  dwelt. 

But  the  Prophet  was  not  merely  an  orator :  he  was, 
in  the  superstitious  minds  of  the  Indians,  invested 
with  the  superhuman  dignity  of  a  medicine-man  or  a 
magician.  With  an  enthusiasm  unsurpassed  by  Peter 
the  Hermit  rousing  Europe  to  the  crusades,  he  went 
from  tribe  to  tribe,  assuming  that  he  was  specially  sent 
by  the  Great  Spirit. 

Gov.  Harrison  made  many  attempts  to  conciliate 
the  Indians,  but  at  last  the  war  came,  and  at  Tipjie- 
canoe  the  Indians  were  routed  with  great  slaughter. 
October  28,  1812,  his  army  began  its  march.  When 
near  the  Prophet's  town  three  Indians  of  rank  made 
their  appearance  and  inquired  why  Gov.  Harrison  was 
approaching  them  in  so  hostile  an  attitude.  After  a 
short  conference,  arrangements  were  made  for  a  meet- 
ing the  next  day,  to  agree  upon  terms  of  peace. 

But  Gov.  Harrison  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
tlie  Indian  character  to  be  deceived  by  such  protes- 
tations. Selecting  a  favorable  spot  for  his  night's  en- 
campment, he  took  every  precaution  against  surprise. 
His  troops  were  ix)sted  in  a  hollow  square,  and  slept 
upon  their  arms. 

The  troops  threw  themselves  upon  the  ground  for 
rest;  but  every  man  had  his  accourtrements  on,  his 
loaded  musket  Iiy  his  side,and  his  bayonet  fixed.  The 
wakeful  Governor,  between  three  and  four  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  had  risen,  and  was  sitting  in  conversa- 
tion with  his  aids  i)y  the  embers  of  a  waning  fire.  It 
was  a  chill,  cloudy  morning  with  a  drizzling  rain.  In 
the  darkness,  the  Indians  liad  crept  as  near  as  possi- 
ble, and  j'lst  then,  with  a  savage  yell,  rushed,  with  all 
the  desperation  which  superstition  and  passion  most 
highly  inflamed  could  give,  upon  the  left  flank  of  the 
little  army.  The  savages  had  been  amply  provided 
with  guns  and  ammunition  by  the  English.  Tlieir 
war-whoop  was  accompained  by  a  shower  of  bullets. 

The  camp-fires  were  instantly  extinguished,  as  the 
light  aided  the  Indians  in  their  aim.  With  hide- 
Bus  yells,  the  Indian  bands  rushed  on,  not  doubling  a 
speedy  and  an  entire  victory.  Hut  Gen.  Harrison's 
troops  stood  as  immovable  as  the  rocks  around  them 
until  day  dawned  :  they  then  made  a  simultaneous 
charge  with  tlie  bayonet,  and  swept  every  thing  be- 
fore    them,     and     completely    routing    the    foe. 


Gov.  Harrison  now  had  all  his  energies  tasked 
to  the  utmost.  The  British  descending  from  theCan- 
adas,  were  of  themselves  a  very  formidable  force  ;  but 
with  their  savage  allies,  rushing  like  wolves  I'rom  the 
forest,  searching  out  every  remote  farm-house,  burn- 
ing, plundering,  scalping,  torturing,  the  wide  frontier 
was  plunged  into  a  state  of  consternation  which  even 
the  most  vivid  imagination  can  but  faintly  conceive. 
The  war-whoop  was  resounding  everywhere  in  the 
forest.  The  horizon  was  illuminated  with  the  conflagra- 
tion of  the  cabins  of  the  settlers.  Gen  Hull  had  made 
the  ignominious  surrender  of  his  forces  at  Detroit. 
Under  these  despairing  circumstances.  Gov.  Harrison 
was  appointed  by  President  Madison  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  North-western  army,  with  orders  to  retake 
Detroit,  and  to  protect  the  frontiers. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  place  a  man  in  a  situation 
demanding  more  energy,  sagacity  and  courage;  but 
General  Harrison  was  found  equal  to  the  position, 
and  nobly  and  triumphantly  did  he  meet  all  the  re- 
sponsibilities. 

He  won  the  love  of  his  soldiers  by  always  sharing 
with  them  their  fatigue.  His  whole  baggage,  while 
pursuing  the  foe  up  the  Thames,  was  carried  in  a 
valise;  and  his  bedding  consisted  of  a  single  blanket 
lashed  over  his  saddle.  Thirty-five  British  officers, 
his  prisoners  of  war,  supped  with  him  after  the  battle. 
The  only  fare  he  could  give  them  was  beef  roasted 
before  the  fire,  without  bread  or  salt. 

In  1816,  Gen.  Harrison  was  cliosen  a  member  of 
the  National  House  of  Representatives,  to  represent 
the  District  of  Ohio.  In  Congress  he  proved  an 
active  member;  and  whenever  he  sixike,  it  was  with 
force  of  reason  and  [)owerof  eloquence,  which  arrested 
tlie  attention  of  all  the  members. 

In  1819,  Harrison  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of 
Ohio;  and  in  1824,  as  one  of  the  jiresidential  electors 
of  that  State,  he  gave  his  vote  for  Henry  Clay.  The 
same  year  he  was  chosen  to  the  United  States  Senate. 

In  1836,  the  friends  of  Gen.  Harrison  brought  him 
forward  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency  against 
Van  liuren,  but  he  was  defeated.  At  the  close  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  term,  he  was  re-noininated  by  his 
])arty,  and  Mr.  Harrison  was  unanimously  nominated 
by  the  Whigs,  with  John  Tyler  forthe  Vice  Presidency. 
The  contest  was  very  animated.  Gen.  Jackson  gave  - 
all  his  influence  to  prevent  Harrison's  election  ;  but  I 
his  triumph  was  signal. 

The  cabinet  which  he  formed,  with  Daniel  Webstei 
at  its  head  as  Secretary  of  State,  was  one  of  the  most  m 
brilliant  with  which  any  President  had  ever  been  w 
surrounded.  Never  were  the  prospects  of  an  admin- 
istration more  flattering,  or  tlie  hopes  of  the  country 
more  sanguine.  In  the  midst  of  these  bright  and 
joyous  ])ros[)ects.  Gen.  Harrison  was  seized  by  a 
pleurisv-fever  and  after  a  few  days  of  violent  sick- 
ness, died  on  the  4th  of  April ;  just  one  month  after 
his  inauguration  as  President  of  the  United  States. 


,if?  -■-■ 


''VTL 


TENTH  fRKSIDENT. 


55 


OHN    TYLER,     the    tenth 
ti,>  Presidentof  the  United  States. 
He  was   born   in  Charles-city 
Co.,  Va.,  March  29,  1790.   He 
was  the   favored  child    of  af- 
fluence and  Jiigh    social    po- 
sition.    At  the   early  age   of 
twelve,  John  entered  William 
and   Mary  College  and  grad- 
uated with  much  honor  when 
but  seventeen  years  old.  After 
graduating,   he  devoted  him- 
self with    great    assiduity  to   the 
study    of    law,    partly   with    his 
father   and   partly  with   Edmund 
Randolph,  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished lawyers  of  Virginia. 

At  nineteen  years  of  age,  ne 
commenced  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  was  rapid  and  aston- 
ishing. It  is  said  that  three 
months  had  not  elapsed  ere  there 
was  scarcely  a  case  on  the  dock- 
et of  the  court  in  which  he  was 
not  retained.  When  but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he 
was  almost  unanimously  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  State 
L.;gislature.  He  connected  himself  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  warmly  advocated  the  measures  of 
Jefferson  and  Madison.  For  five  successive  years  he 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  receiving  nearly  the 
unanimous  vote  or  his  county. 

When  but  twenty-six  years  of  age,  he  was  elected 
aniember  of  Congress.  Here  he  acted  earnestly  and 
ably  with  the  Democratic  party,  o|iposing  a  national 
bank,  internal  improvements  by  the  General  f^overn- 


ment,  a  protective  tariff,  and  advocating  a  strict  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution,  and  the  most  careful 
vigilance  over  State  rights.  His  labors  in  Congress 
were  so  arduous  that  before  the  close  of  his  second 
term  he  found  it  necessary  to  resign  and  retire  to  his 
estate  in  Charles-city  Co.,  to  recruit  his  health.  He, 
however,  soon  after  consented  to  take  his  seat  in  the 
State  Legislature,  where  his  influence  was  powerful 
in  promoting  public  works  of  great  utility.  With  a 
reputation  thus  canstantly  increasing,  he  was  chosen 
by  a  very  large  majority  of  votes,  Governor  of  his 
native  State.  His  administration  was  signally  a  suc- 
cessful one.     His  popularity  secured  his  re-election. 

John  Randolph,  a  brilliant,  erratic,  half-crazed 
man,  then  represented  Virginia  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  A  portion  of  the  Democratic  party 
was  displeased  with  Mr.  Randolph's  wayward  course, 
and  L)rought  forward  John  Tyler  as  his  opponent, 
considering  him  the  only  man  in  Virginia  of  sufficient 
popularity  to  succeed  against  the  renowned  orator  of 
Roanoke.     Mr.  Tyler  was  the  victor. 

Li  accordance  with  his  professions,  upon  taking  his 
seat  in  the  Senate,  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  opposi- 
tion. He  opposed  the  tariff;  he  spoke  against  and 
voted  against  the  bank  as  unconstitutional ;  he  stren- 
uously opposed  all  restrictions  upon  slavery,  resist- 
ing all  projects  of  internal  improvements  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  and  avowed  his  sympathy  with  Mr. 
Calhoun's  view  of  nullification  ;  he  declared  that  Gen. 
Jackson,  by  his  opjiosition  to  the  nullifiers,  had 
abandoned  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 
Such  was  Mr.  Tyler's  record  in  Congress, — a  record 
in  perfect  accordance  with  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  avowed. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  resumed  ll:e  practice  ol 
his  profession.     There  was  a  cpl:t  in  the    Democratic 
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party.  His  friends  still  regarded  him  as  a  true  Jef- 
fersonian,  gave  him  a  dinner,  and  showered  compli- 
ments upon  him.  He  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
forty-si.x.  His  career  had  been  very  brilliant.  In  con- 
setjuence  of  his  devotion  to  public  business,  his  pri- 
vate affairs  had  fallen  into  some  disorder;  and  it  was 
not  without  satisfaction  that  he  resumed  the  practice 
of  law,  and  devoted  himself  to  the  culture  of  liis  plan- 
tation. Soon  after  this  he  remo\ed  to  Williamsburg, 
for  the  better  education  of  his  children  ;  and  he  again 
look  his  seat  in  the  Legislature  of  Virginia. 

By  the  Southern  Whigs,  he  was  sent  to  the  national 
convention  at  Harrisburg  to  nominate  a  President  in 
'839.  The  maioritv  of  votes  were  given  to  Gen.  Har- 
rison, a  genuine  Whig,  much  to  the  disappointment  of 
the  South,  who  wished  for  Henry  Clay.  To  concili- 
ate the  Southern  Whigs  and  to  secure  their  vote,  the 
convention  then  nominated  John  Tyler  for  Vice  Pres- 
ident. It  was  well  known  that  he  was  not  in  sympa- 
thy with  the  Whig  party  in  tlie  No:th:  but  the  Vice 
President  lias  but  very  little  power  in  the  Govern- 
ment, his  main  and  almost  only  duty  being  to  pre- 
side over  the  meetings  of  the  Senate.  Thus  it  hap- 
pened that  a  Whig  President,  and,  in  reality,  a 
Democratic  Vice  President  were  chosen. 

In  T841,  Mr.  Tyler  was  inaugurated  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  In  one  short  month  from 
that  time.  President  Harrison  died,  and  Mr.  Tyler 
thus  .;und  himself,  to  his  own  surprise  and  that  of 
the  whole  Nation,  an  occupant  of  the  Presidential 
chair.  This  was  a  new  test  of  the  stability  of  our 
institutions,  as  it  was  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our 
country  that  such  an  event  had  occured.  Mr.  Tyler 
was  at  home  in  Williamsburg  when  he  received  the 
unexpected  tidings  of  the  death  of  President  Harri- 
son. He  hastened  to  Washington,  and  on  the  6th  of 
April  vi/as  inaugurated  to  the  high  and  responsible 
orfice.  He  was  placed  in  a  position  of  exceeding 
delicacy  and  difficulty.  All  his  long  life  he  had  been 
opposed  to  the  main  principles  of  the  party  which  had 
brought  him  into  power.  He  had  ever  been  a  con- 
>-istent,  honc:t  man,  with  an  unblemished  record. 
Gen.  Harrison  had  selected  a  Whig  cabinet.  Should 
he  retain  them,  and  thus  surround  himself  with  coun- 
sellors whose  views  were  antagonistic  to  his  own.!"  or, 
on  the  other  hand,  should  he  turn  against  the  party 
which  had  elected  him  and  select  a  cabinet  in  har- 
mony with  himself,  and  which  would  oppose  all  those 
views  which  the  ^Vhigs  deemed  essential  to  the  pub- 
lic welfare  ?  This  was  his  fearful  dilemma.  He  in- 
vited the  cabinet  which  President  Harrison  had 
Felected  to  retain  their  seats.  He  reccommended  a 
day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  that  God  would  guide  and 
bless  us. 

The  Whigs  carried  through  Congress  a  bill  for  the 
incorporation  of  a  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  President,  after  ten  days'  delay,  returned  it  with 
his  veto.       He   «uagested,   however,  that  he  would 


approve  of  a  bill  drawn  up  upon  such  a  plan  as  he 
proposed.  Such  a  bill  was  accordingly  prepared,  and 
privately  submitted  to  him.  He  gave  it  his  approval. 
It  was  passed  without  alteration,  and  he  sent  it  back 
with  his  veto.  Here  commenced  the  open  rupture. 
It  is  said  that  Mr.  Tyler  was  provoked  to  this  meas- 
ure by  a  published  letter  from  the  Hon.  John  M. 
Botts,  a  distinguished  Virginia  Whig,  who  severely 
touched  the  pride  of  the  President. 

The  opijosition  now  exultingly  received  the  Presi- 
dent into  their  arms.  The  party  which  elected  him 
denounced  him  bitterly.  All  the  members  of  his 
cabinet,  e.xceiiting  Mr.  Webster,  resigned.  The  Whigs 
of  Congress,  both  the  Senate  and  the  House,  held  a 
meeting  and  issued  an  address  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  proclaiming  that  all  political  alliance 
Ijetween  the  Whigs  and  President  Tyler  were  at 
an  end. 

Still  the  President  attempted  to  conciliate.  He 
appointed  a  new  cabinet  of  distinguished  Whigs  and 
Conservatives,  carefully  leaving  out  all  strong  party 
men.  Mr.  Webster  soon  found  it  necessary  to  resign, 
forced  out  by  the  pressure  of  his  Whig  friends.  Thus 
the  four  years  of  iVIr.  Tyler's  unfortunate  administra- 
tion passed  sadly  away.  No  one  was  satisfied.  The 
land  was  filled  with  murmurs  and  vituperation.  Whigs 
and  Democrats  alike  assailed  him.  I\Iore  and  more, 
however,  he  brought  himself  into  sympathy  with  his 
old  friends,  the  Democrats,  until  at  the  close  of  his  term, 
he  gave  his  whole  influence  to  the  support  of  Mr. 
Polk,  the  Democratic  candidate  for  his  successor. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  he  retired  from  the 
harassments  of  office,  to  the  regret  of  neither  party,  and 
probably  to  his  own  unspeakable  relief.  His  first  wife, 
Miss  Letitia  Christian,  died  in  Washington,  in  1842; 
and  in  June,  1844,  President  Tyler  was  again  married, 
at  New  York,  to  Miss  Julia  Gardiner,  a  young  lady  of 
many  personal  and  intellectual  accomplishments. 

The  remainder  of  his  days  Mr.  Tyler  passed  mainly 
in  retirement  at  his  beautiful  home, — Sherwood  For- 
est, Charles-city  Co.,  Va.  A  polished  gentleman  in 
his  manners,  richly  furnished  with  mformation  from 
books  and  experience  in  tlie  world,  and  possessing 
brilliant  powers  of  conversation,  his  family  circle  was 
the  scene  of  unusual  attractions.  With  sufficient 
means  for  the  exercise  of  a  generous  hospitality,  he 
might  have  enjoyed  a  serene  old  age  with  the  few 
friends  who  gathered  around  him,  were  it  not  for  the 
storms  of  civil  war  which  his  own  principles  and 
policy  had  helped  to  introduce. 

When  the  great  Rebellion  rose,  which  the  State, 
rights  and  nullifying  doctrines  of  Mr.  John  C.  Cal- 
houn had  inaugurated.  President  Tyler  renounced  his 
allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  joined  the  Confed- 
erates. He  was  chosen  a  member  of  their  Congress; 
and  while  engaged  in  active  measures  to  destroy,  b" 
force  of  arms,  the  Government  over  which  he  had 
once  presided,   he   was  taken   sick  and  soon  died. 
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AMES  K.  POLK,  the  eleventh 
paPresident  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  in  Mecklenburg  Co., 
N.  C.,Nov.  2,  1795.     His  par- 
ents were   Samuel   and    Jane 
(Knox)  Polk,  the  former  a  son 
of  Col.  Thomas  Polk,  who  located 
at  the  above  place,  as  one  of  the 
first  pioneers,  in  1735. 

In  the  year  1006,  with  liis  wife 
and  children,  and  soon  after  fol- 
lowed by  most  of  the  members  of 
the  Polk  famly,  Samuel  Polk  emi- 
grated some  two  or  three  hundred 
miles  farther  west,  to  the  rich  valley 
of  the  Duck  River.  Here  in  the 
midst  of  the  wilderness,  in  a  region 
which  was  subsequently  called  Mau- 
ry Co.,  they  reared  their  log  huts, 
and  established  their  homes.  In  the 
bard  toil  of  a  new  farm  in  the  wil- 
derness, James  K.  Polk  spent  the 
early  years  of  his  childhood  and 
youth.  His  father,  adding  the  pur- 
suit of  a  surveyor  to  that  of  a  farmer, 
gradually  increased  in  wealth  until 
he  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  region.  His 
mother  was  a  superior  woman,  of  strong  common 
sense  and  earnest  piety. 

Very  early  in  life,  James  developed  a  taste  for 
reading  and  e.xpressed  the  strongest  desire  to  obtain 
a  liberal  education.  His  mother's  training  had  made 
him  methodical  in  his  habits,  had  taught  him  punct- 
uality and  industry,  and  had  inspired  him  with  lofty 
principles  of  morality.  His  health  was  frail ;  and  his 
father,  fearing  that  he  miglit  not  be  able  to  endure  a 


sedentary  life,  got  a   situation    for    him    behind   the 
counter,  hoping  to  fit  him  for  commercial  pursuits. 

This  was  to  James  a  bitter  disappointment.  He 
had  no  taste  for  these  duties,  and  his  daily  tasks 
were  irksome  in  the  extreme.  He  remained  in  this 
uncongenial  occupation  but  a  few  weeks,  when  at  his 
earnest  solicitation  his  father  removed  him,  and  made 
arrangements  for  him  to  prosecute  his  studies.  Soon 
after  he  sent  him  to  Murfreesboro  Academy.  With 
ardor  which  could  scarcely  be  surpassed,  he  pressed 
forward  in  his  studies,  and  in  less  than  two  and  a  half 
years,  in  the  autumn  of  1815,  entered  the  sophomore 
class  in  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  at  Chapel 
Hill.  Here  he  was  one  of  the  most  exemplary  of 
scholars,  punctual  in  every  exercise,  never  allowing 
himself  to  be  absent  from  a  recitation  or  a  religious 
service. 

He  graduated  in  1S18,  with  the  highest  honors,  be- 
ing deemed  the  best  scholar  of  his  class,  both  in 
mathematics  and  the  classics.  He  was  then  twenty- 
three  years  of  age.  Mr.  Polk's  health  was  at  thip 
time  much  impaired  by  the  assiduity  with  which  he 
had  prosecuted  his  studies.  After  a  short  season  of 
relaxation  he  -went  to  Nashville,  and  entered  the 
office  of  Felix  Grundy,  to  study  law.  Here  Mr.  Polk 
renewed  his  acquaintance  with  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
resided  on  his  plantation,  the  Hermitage,  but  a  few 
miles  from  Nashville.  They  had  probably  been 
slightly  acquainted  before. 

Mr.  Polk's  father  was  a  Jeffersonian  Republican, 
and  James  K.  Polk  ever  adhered  to  the  same  politi- 
cal faith.  He  was  a  popular  public  speaker,  and  was 
constantly  called  upon  to  address  the  meetings  of  his 
party  friends.  His  skill  as  a  speaker  was  such  that 
he  was  popularly  called  the  Napoleon  of  the  stump. 
He  was  a  man  of  unblemished    morals,   genia)   aid 
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tourterus  in  his  bearing,  and  with  that  sympathetic 
natu''e  in  the  joj  s  and  griefs  of  others  which  ever  gave 
him  troops  of  friends.  In  1823,  Mr.  Polk  was  elected 
to  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee.  Here  he  gave  his 
strong  influence  towards  the  election  of  his  friend, 
Mr.  Jackson,  to  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States. 

In  January,  1S24,  Mr.  Polk  married  Miss  Sarah 
Childress,  of  Rutherford  Co.,  Tenn.  His  bride  was 
altogether  worthy  of  him, — a  lady  of  beauty  and  cul- 
ture. In  the  fall  of  1825,  Mr.  Polk  was  chosen  a 
member  of  Congress.  The  satisfaction  which  he  gave 
to  liis  constituents  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that 
for  fourteen  successive  years,  until  1839,  he  was  con- 
tinued in  that  office.  He  then  voluntarily  withdrew, 
only  that  he  might  accept  the  Gubernatorial  chair 
of  If'nnessee.  In  Congress  he  was  a  laborious 
member,  a  frequent  and  a  popular  speaker.  He  was 
always  in  his  seat,  always  courteous ;  and  whenever 
he  spoke  it  was  always  to  the  point,  and  without  any 
ambitious  rhetorical  display. 

During  five  sessions  of  Congress,  Mr.  Polk  was 
Speaker  of  the  House  Strong  passions  were  roused, 
and  stormy  scenes  were  witnessed  ;  but  Mr.  Polk  per- 
formed his  arduous  duties  to  a  very  general  satisfac- 
tion, and  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to  him  was 
passed  by  the  House  as  he  withdrew  on  the  4th  of 
March,  r839. 

In  accordance  with  Southern  usage,  Mr.  Polk,  as  a 
candidate  for  Governor,  canvassed  the  State.  He  was 
elected  by  a  large  majority,  and  on  the  14th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1839,  took  the  oath  of  office  at  Nashville.  In  1841, 
his  term  of  office  expired,  and  he  was  again  the  can- 
didate of  the  Democratic  party,  but  was  defeated. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  Mr.  Polk  was  inaugur- 
ated President  of  the  United  States.  The  verdict  of 
the  country  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  exerted 
its  influence  upon  Congress  ;  and  the  last  act  of  the 
administration  of  President  Tyler  was  to  affix  his  sig- 
nature to  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  on  the 
3d  of  March,  approving  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  American  Union.  As  Mexico  still  claimed  Texas 
as  one  of  her  provinces,  the  Mexican  minister, 
Almonte,  immediately  demanded  his  passports  and 
left  the  country,  declaring  the  act  of  the  annexation 
to  be  an  act  hostile  to  Mexico. 

In  his  first  message,  President  Polk  urged  that 
Texas  should  immediately,  by  act  of  Congress,  be  re- 
ceived into  the  Union  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
other  States.  In  the  meantime.  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent 


with  an  army  into  Texas  to  hold  the  country.  He  was 
sent  first  to  Nueces,  which  the  Mexicans  said  was  the 
western  boundary  of  Texas.  Then  he  was  sent  nearly 
two  hundred  miles  further  west,  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
where  he  erected  batteries  which  commanded  the 
Mexican  city  of  Matamoras,  which  was  situated  on 
the  western  banks. 

The  anticipated  collision  soon  took  place,  and  wai 
was  declared  against  Mexico  by  President  Polk.  The 
war  was  pushed  forward  by  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
with  great  vigor.  Gen.  Taylor,  whose  army  was  first 
called  one  of  "  observation,"  then  of  "  occupation,' 
then  of  "  invasion, "was  sent  forward  to  Monterey.  The 
feeble  Mexicans,  in  every  encounter,  were  hopelessly 
and  awfully  slaughtered.  The  day  of  judgement 
alone  can  reveal  the  misery  which  this  war  caused. 
It  v/as  by  the  ingenuity  of  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
that  the  war  was  brought  on. 

'To  the  victors  belong  the  spoils."  Mexico  was 
prostrate  before  us.  Her  capital  was  in  our  hands. 
We  now  consented  to  peace  upon  the  condition  that 
Mexico  should  surrender  to  us,  in  addition  to  Texas, 
all  of  New  Mexico,  and  all  of  Upper  and  Lower  Cal- 
ifornia. This  new  demand  embraced,  exclusive  of 
Texas,  eight  hundred  thousand  square  miles.  This 
was  an  extent  of  territory  equal  to  nine  States  of  the 
size  of  New  York.  Thus  slavery  was  securing  eighteen 
majestic  States  to  be  added  to  the  Union.  There  were 
some  Americans  who  thought  it  all  right :  there  were 
others  who  thought  it  all  wrong.  In  the  prosecution 
of  this  war,  we  expended  twenty  thousand  lives  and 
more  than  a  hundred  million  of  dollars.  Of  this 
money  fifteen  millions  were  paid  to  Mexico. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1849,  Mr.  Polk  retired  from 
office,  having  served  one  term.  The  next  day  was 
Sunday.  On  the  5th,  Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated 
as  his  successor.  Mr.  Polk  rode  to  the  Capitol  in  the 
same  carriage  with  Gen.  Taylor;  and  the  same  even- 
ing, with  Mrs.  Polk,  he  commenced  his  return  to 
Tennessee.  He  was  then  but  fifty-four  years  of  age. 
He  had  ever  been  strictly  temperate  in  all  his  habits, 
and  his  health  was  good.  With  an  ample  fortune, 
a  choice  library,  a  cultivated  mind,  and  domestic  ties 
of  the  dearest  nature,  it  seemed  as  tiiough  long  years 
of  tranquility  and  hap))iness  were  before  him.  But  the 
cholera — that  fearful  scourge— was  then  sweeping  up 
the  Valley  of  the  Mississijipi.  This  he  contracted, 
and  died  on  the  15th  of  June,  1849,  in  the  fiftv-fourth 
year  of  his  age,  greatly  mourned  by  his  countrymen. 


TWELFTH  PRESIDENT. 


63 


\?^CT^^:^■^\v->-^^.A-■TT^^^V7v;v;va^>AAV^■A^^^^^'^^^J^SV■,.V't^^>^^^ 


;?A€HAIiV    fAYJs<?«. 


ACHARY  TAYLOR,  twelfth 
President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  on  the  24th  of  Nov., 
1784,  in  (Jrange  Co.,  Va.  His 
S^i)  father.  Colonel  Taylor,  was 
a  Virginian  of  note,  and  a  dis- 
tinguished patriot  and  soldier  of 
the  Revolution.  When  Zachary 
was  an  infant,  his  father  with  his 
wife  and  two  children,  emigrated 
to  Kentucky,  where  he  settled  in 
the  pathless  wilderness,  a  few 
es-  from  Louisville.  \n  this  front- 
ier home,  away  from  civilization  and 
its  refinements,  young  Zachary 
could  enjoy  but  few  social  and  educational  advan- 
tages. When  six  years  of  age  he  attended  a  common 
school,  and  was  tlien  regarded  as  a  bright,  active  boy, 
rather  remarkable  for  bluntness  and  decision  of  char- 
acter He  was  strong,  fearless  and  self-reliant,  and 
manifested  a  strong  desire  to  enter  the  army  to  fight 
the  Indians  wlio  were  ravaging  the  frontiers.  There 
is  little  to  be  recorded  of  the  uneventful  years  of  his 
childhood  on  his  father's  large  but  lonely  plantation. 
Li  r8o8,  his  father  succeeded  in  obtaining  for  him 
the  commission  of  lieutenant  in  the  United  States 
army ;  and  he  joined  the  troops  which  were  stationed 
at  New  Orleans  under  Gen.  Wilkinson.  Soon  after 
this  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Smith,  a  young  lady 
from  one  of  the  first  families  of  Maryland. 

Immediately  after  the  declaration  of  war  with  Eng- 
land, in  i8r2,  Capt.  Taylor  (for  he  had  then  been 
promoted  to  that  rank)  was  put  in  command  of  Fort 
Harrison,  on  the  Wabash,  about  fifly  miles  above 
Vincennes.  This  fort  had  been  built  in  the  wilder- 
ness by  Gen.  Harrison, on  his  march  to  Tippecanoe. 
It  was  one  of  the  first  points  of  attack  by  the  Indians, 
'jed  by  Tecumseh.     Its  garrison  consisted  of  a  broken 


company  of  infantry  numbering    fifty  men,    many  of 
whom  were  sick. 

Early  in  the  autumn  of  1812,  the  Indians,  stealthily, 
and  in  large  numbers,  moved  upon  the  fort.  Then- 
approach  was  first  indicated  by  the  murder  of  two 
soldiers  just  outside  of  the  stockade.  Capt.  Taylor 
made  every  possible  preparation  to  meet  the  antici- 
pated assault.  On  the  4th  of  September,  a  band  of 
forty  painted  and  plumed  savages  came  to  the  fort, 
waving  a  white  flag,  and  informed  Capt.  Taylor  that 
in  the  morning  their  chief  would  come  to  liave  a  talk 
with  him.  It  was  evident  that  their  object  was  merely 
to  ascertain  the  state  of  things  at  the  fort,  and  Capt. 
Taylor,  well  versed  in  the  wiles  of  the  savages,  kept 
them  at  a  distance. 

The  sun  went  down;  the  savages  disappeared,  the 
garrison  slept  upon  their  arms.  One  hour  before 
midnight  the  war  whoop  burst  from  a  thousand  lips 
in  the  forest  around,  followed  by  the  discharge  of 
musketry,  and  the  rush  of  the  foe.  Every  man,  sick 
and  well,  sprang  to  his  post.  Every  man  knew  that 
defeat  was  not  merely  death,  but  in  the  case  of  cap- 
ture, death  by  the  most  agonizing  and  prolonged  tor- 
ture. No  pen  can  describe,  no  immagination  can 
conceive  the  scenes  which  ensued.  The  savages  suc- 
ceeded in  setting  fire  to  one  of  the  block-houses- 
Until  si.x  o'clock  in  the  morning,  this  awful  conflict 
continued.  The  savages  then,  baffled  at  every  point, 
and  gnashing  their  teeth  with  rage,  retired.  Capt. 
Taylor,  for  this  gallant  defence,  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  major  by  brevet. 

Until  the  close  of  the  war,  MajorTaylor  was  placed 
in  such  situations  that  he  saw  but  little  more  of  active 
service.  He  was  sent  far  away  into  the  depths  of  the 
wilderness,  to  Fort  Crawford,  on  Fox  River,  which 
empties  into  Green  Bay.  Here  there  was  but  little 
to  be  done  but  to  wear  away  the  tedious  hours  as  one 
I   best  could.     There  were  no  books,  no  society,  no  in- 
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tellectual  stimulus.  Thus  with  him  the  uneventful 
years  rolled  on  Gradually  he  rose  to  the  rank  of 
colonel.  In  the  Black  Hawk  war,  which  resulted  in 
the  capture  of  that  renowned  chieftain,  Col  Taylor 
took  a  subordinate  but  a  brave  and  efficient  part. 

For  twenty-four  years  Col.  Taylor  was  engaged  in 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  in  scenes  so  remote,  and  ni 
emi)loyments  so  obscure,  that  his  name  was  unkuowii 
oeyond  the  limits  of  his  own  immediate  acquaintance. 
In  the  year  1836,  he  was  sent  to  Florida  to  compel 
the  Seminole  Indians  to  vacate  that  region  and  re- 
tire beyond  the  Mississippi,  as  their  chiefs  by  treaty, 
iiac'  promised  they  should  do.  The  services  rendered 
he.c  secured  for  Col.  Taylor  the  high  appreciation  of 
the  Government;  and  as  a  reward,  he  was  elevated 
tc  .he  rank  of  brigadier-general  by  brevet ;  and  soon 
after,  in  May,  1838,  was  appointed  to  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  United  States  troops  in  Florida. 

After  two  years  of  such  wearisome  employment 
?.niidst  the  everglades  of  the  peninsula.  Gen.  'Faylor 
obtained,  at  his  own  request,  a  change  of  command, 
und  was  stationed  over  the  Department  of  the  South- 
west. This  field  embraced  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
Alabama  and  Cieorgia.  Establishing  his  headquarters 
at  Fort  Jessup,  in  Louisiana,  he  removed  his  family 
to  a  plantation  which  he  ijurchased,  near  Baton  Rogue. 
Here  he  remained  for  five  years,  buried,  as  it  were, 
from  the  world,  but  faithfully  discharging  every  duty 
imposed  upon  him. 

In  1846,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent  to  guard  the  land 
between  the  Nueces  and  Rio  Grande,  the  latter  river 
being  the  boundary  of  Texas,  which  was  then  claimed 
by  the  United  States.  .Soon  the  war  with  Me.xico 
was  brought  on,  and  at  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la 
Palma,  Gen.  Taylor  won  brilliant  victories  over  the 
Mexicans.  The  rank  of  major-general  by  brevet 
was  then  conferred  upon  Gen.  Taylor,  and  his  name 
was  received  with  enthusiasm  almost  everywhere  in 
the  Nation.  Then  came  the  battles  of  Monterey  and 
Buena  Vista  in  which  he  won  signal  victories  over 
forces  much  larger  than  he  commanded. 

His  careless  habits  of  dress  and  his  unaffected 
•simplicity,  secured  for  Gen.  Taylor  among  his  troops, 
\\\^  sobriquet  of  "Old  Rough  and  Ready.' 

Tlie  tidings  of  the  brilliant  victory  of  Buena  Vista 
■pread  the  wildest  enthusiasm  over  the  country.  The 
name  of  Gen.  Taylor  was  on  every  one's  li[is.  The 
Whig  party  decided  to  take  advantage  of  this  wonder- 
ful popularity  in  bringing  forward  the  unpolished,  un- 
lettered, honest  soldier  as  their  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  Gen.  Taylor  was  astonished  at  the  an- 
nouncement, and  for  a  time  would  not  listen  to  it;  de- 
claring that  he  was  not  at  all  qualified  for  such  an 
office.  So  little  interest  had  he  taken  in  politics  that, 
for  forty  years,  he  had  not  cast  a  vote.  It  was  not 
without  chagrin  that  several  distinguished  statesmen 
who  had  been  long  years  in  the  public  service  found 
'l.iir  claims  set  aside  in  behalf  of  one  whose   name 


had  never  been  heard  of,  save  in  connection  with  Palo 
Alto,  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  Monterey  and  Buena 
Vista.  It  is  said  that  Daniel  Webster,  in  his  haste  re- 
marked, "  It  is  a  nomination  not  fit  to  be  made." 

Gen.  Taylor  was  not  an  eloquent  speaker  nor  a  fine 
writer  His  friends  took  possession  of  him,  and  pre- 
pared such  few  communications  as  it  was  needful 
should  be  presented  to  the  public.  The  popularity  of 
the  successful  warrior  swept  the  land.  He  was  tri- 
umphantly elected  over  two  opposing  candidates, — 
Gen.  Cass  and  E.\-President  Martin  Van  Buren. 
Though  he  selected  an  excellent  cabinet,  the  good 
old  man  found  himself  in  a  very  uncongenial  position, 
and  was,  at  times,  sorely  perplexed  and  harassed. 
His  mental  sufferings  were  very  severe,  and  probably 
tended  to  hasten  his  death.  The  pro-slavery  party 
was  pushing  its  claims  with  tireless  energy,  expedi- 
tions were  fitting  out  to  capture  Cuba  ;  California  was 
pleading  for  admission  to  the  Union,  while  slavery 
stood  at  the  door  to  bar  her  out.  Gen.  Taylor  found 
the  political  conllicts  in  Washington  to  be  far  more 
trying  to  the  nerves  than  battles  with  Mexicans  or 
Indians 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  troubles.  Gen.  Taylor, 
after  he  had  occupied  the  Presidential  chair  but  little 
over  a  year,  took  cold,  and  after  a  brief  sickness  of 
but  little  over  five  days,  died  on  the  Qlh  of  July,  1850. 
His  last  woids  were,  "  I  am  not  afraid  to  die.  I  am 
ready.  I  have  endeavored  to  do  my  duty."  He  died 
universally  respected  and  beloved.  An  honest,  un- 
pretending man,  he  had  been  steadily  growing  in  the 
affections  of  the  people;  and  the  Nation  bitterly  la- 
mented his  death. 

Gen.  Scott,  who  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
Gen.  Taylor,  gave  the  following  graphic  and  truthful 
description  of  his  character: — "  With  a  good  store  of 
common  sense,  Gen.  Taylor's  mind  had  not  been  en- 
larged and  refreshed  by  reading,  or  much  converse 
with  the  world.  Rigidity  of  ideas  was  the  conse- 
quence. The  frontiers  and  small  military  posts  had 
been  his  home.  Hence  he  was  quite  ignorant  for  his 
rank,  and  quite  bigoted  in  his  ignorance.  His  sim- 
plicity was  child-like,  and  with  innumerable  preju- 
dices, amusing  and  incorrigible,  well  suited  to  tjie 
tender  age.  Thus,  if  a  man,  however  respectable, 
chanced  to  wear  a  coat  of  an  unusual  color,  or  his  hat 
a  little  on  one  side  of  his  head;  or  an  officer  to  leave 
a  corner  of  his  handkerchief  dangling  from  an  out- 
side pocket, — in  any  such  case,  this  critic  held  the 
offender  to  be  a  coxcomb  (jierhaps  something  worse), 
whom  he  would  not,  to  use  liis  oft  repeated  phrase, 
'  touch  with  a  pair  of  tongs.' 

".\ny  allusion  to  literature  beyond  good  old  Dil- 
worth's  spelling-book,  on  the  part  of  one  wearing  a 
sword,  was  evidence,  with  the  same  judge,  of  utter 
unfitness  for  heavy  marchings  and  combats.  In  short- 
few  men  have  ever  had  a  more  conifortaple,  laooi- 
saving  contempt   for  learnirg  of  every   kind." 
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\l  ILLARD  FILLMORE,  thir- 
%L  teenth  President  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  at  Summer 
Hill,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y  .,  on 
the  yth  of  January,  1800.  His 
father  was  a  farmer,  and  ow- 
ing to  misfortune,  in  humble  cii- 
rumstances.  Of  his  mother,  tiie 
daughter  of  Dr.  Abiathar  Millard, 
of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  it  has  been 
said  that  she  possessed  an  intellect 
of  very  high  order,  united  with  much 
personal  loveliness,  sweetness  of  dis- 
position, graceful  manners  and  ex- 
quisite sensibilities.  She  died  in 
1831  ;  having  lived  to  see  her  son  a 
young  man  of  distinguished  prom- 
ise, chough  she  was  not  permitted  to  witness  the  high 
dignity  which  he  finally  attained. 

In  consequence  of  the  secluded  home  and  limited 
means  of  his  father,  Millard  enjoyed  but  slender  ad- 
vantages for  education  in  his  early  years.  The  com- 
mon schools,  which  he  occasionally  attended  were 
very  imperfect  institutions;  and  books  were  scarce 
and  expensive.  There  was  nothing  then  in  his  char- 
acter to  indicate  the  brilliant  career  upon  which  he 
was  about  to  enter.  He  was  a  plain  farmer's  boy ; 
intelligent,  good-looking,  kind-hearted.  The  sacred 
influences  of  home  had  taught  him  to  revere  the  Bible, 
and  had  laid  the  foundations  of  an  upright  character. 
When  fourteen  years  of  age,  his  father  sent  him 
some  hundred  miles  from  home,  to  the  then  wilds  of 
Livingston  County,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  clothier. 
Near  the  mill  there  was  a  small  villiage,  wherf  some 


enterprising  man  had  commenced  the  collection  of  a 
village  library.  This  proved  an  inestimable  blessing 
to  young  Fillmore.  His  evenings  were  spent  in  read- 
ing. Soon  every  leisure  moment  was  occupied  with 
books.  His  thirst  for  knowledge  became  insatiate 
and  the  selections  which  he  made  were  continually 
more  elevating  and  instructive.  He  read  history, 
biography,  oratory,  and  thus  gradually  there  was  en- 
kindled in  his  heart  a  desire  to  be  something  more 
than  a  mere  worker  with  his  hands;  and  he  was  be- 
coming, almost  unknown  to  himself,  a  well-informed, 
educated  man. 

The  young  clothier  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  and  was  of  fine  personal  appearance 
and  cf  gentlemanly  demeanor.  It  so  happened  tha'. 
there  was  a  gentleman  in  the  neighborhood  of  ample 
pecuniary  means  and  of  benevolence, — Judge  Walter 
Wood, — who  was  struck  with  the  prepossessing  an- 
pearance  of  young  Fillmore.  He  made  his  acquaint- 
ance, and  was  so  much  impressed  with  his  ability  and 
attainments  that  he  advised  him  to  abandon  his 
trade  and  devote  himself  to  the  study  of  the  law.  The 
young  man  replied,  that  he  had  no  means  of  his  own, 
r.o  friends  to  help  him  and  that  his  previous  educa- 
tion had  been  very  imperfect.  But  Judge  Wood  had 
so  much  confidence  in  him  that  he  kindly  ofl"ered  to 
take  him  into  his  own  office,  and  to  loan  him  such 
money  as  he  needed.  Most  gratefully  the  generous 
offer  was  accepted. 

There  is  in  many  minds  a  strange  delusion  abou'; 
a  collegiate  education.  A  young  man  is  supposed  to 
be  liberally  educated  if  he  has  graduated  at  some  col- 
lege. But  many  a  boy  loiters  through  university  hal'  ■ 
ind  then  enters  a  law  office,  who  is  by  no  meaas  as 
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well  prepared  to  prosecute  his  legal  studies  as  was 
Millard  Fillmore  when  he  graduated  at  the  clothing- 
mill  at  the  end  of  four  years  of  manual  labor,  during 
which  every  leisure  moment  had  been  devoted  to  in- 
tense mental  culture. 

In  1S23,  when  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  He  then 
went  to  the  village  of  Aurora,  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  law.  In  this  secluded,  peaceful  region, 
his  practice  of  course  was  limited,  and  there  was  no 
opportunity  for  a  sudden  rise  in  fortune  or  In  fame. 
Here,  in  the  year  1826,  he  married  a  lady  of  great 
moral  worth,  and  one  capable  of  adorning  any  station 
she  might  be  called  to  fill, — Miss  Abigail  Powers. 

His  elevation  of  character,  his  untiring  industry', 
his  legal  acquirements,  and  his  skill  as  an  advocate, 
gradually  attracted  attention  ;  and  he  was  invited  to 
enter  into  partnership  under  iiighly  advantageous 
circumstances,  with  an  elder  member  of  the  bar  in 
Buffalo.  Just  before  removing  to  Buffalo,  in  1829, 
he  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  as  a  representative  from  Erie 
County.  Though  he  had  never  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  politics,  his  vote  and  his  sympathies  were  with 
the  Whig  party.  The  State  was  then  Democratic, 
and  he  found  himself  in  a  helpless  minority  in  the 
Legislature  ,  still  the  testimony  comes  from  all  parties, 
that  his  courtesy,  ability  and  integrity,  won,  to  a  very 
unusual  degree  the  respect  of  his  associates. 

In  the  autumn  of  1832,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in 
the  United  States  Congress.  He  entered  that  troubled 
arena  in  some  of  the  most  tumultuous  hours  of  our 
national  history.  The  great  conflict  respecting  the 
national  bank  and  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  was 
then  raging. 

His  term  of  two  years  closed  ;  and  he  returned  to 
his  profession,  which  he  pursued  with  increasing  rep- 
utation and  success.  After  a  lapse  of  two  years 
he  again  became  a  candidate  for  Congress ;  was  re- 
elected, and  took  his  seat  in  1837.  His  past  expe- 
rience as  a  representative  gave  him  stiength  and 
confidence.  The  first  term  of  service  in  Congress  to 
any  man  can  be  but  little  more  than  an  introduction. 
He  was  now  prepared  for  active  duty.  All  his  ener- 
gies were  brought  to  bear  upon  the  public  good.  Every 
measure  received  his  impress. 

Mr.  Fillmore  was  now  a  man  of  wide  repute,  and 
his  popularity  filled  the  State,  and  in  the  year  1847, 
he  WS15  elected  Comptroller  of  the  State. 


Mr.  Fillmore  had  attained  the  age  of  forty-seven 
years.  His  labors  at  the  bar,  in  the  Legislature,  in 
Congress  and  as  Comptroller,  had  given  him  very  con- 
siderable fame.  The  Whigs  were  casting  about  to 
find  suitable  candidates  for  President  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent at  the  approaching  election.  Far  away,  on  the 
waters  of  the  Rio  Grande,  there  was  a  rough  old 
soldier,  who  had  fought  one  or  two  successful  battles 
with  the  Mexicans,  which  had  caused  his  name  to  be 
proclaimed  in  tiumpet-tones  all  over  the  land.  But 
it  was  necessary  to  associate  with  him  on  the  same 
ticket  some  man  of  reputation  as  a  statesman. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  considerations,  the 
names  of  Zachary  Taylor  and  Millard  Fillmore  became 
the  rallying-ciy  of  tlie  Whigs,  as  their  candidates  for 
President  and  Vice-Peesident.  The  Whig  ticket  was 
signally  triumphant.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1849, 
Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated  President,  and  Millard 
Fillmore  Vice-President,  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  1850,  President  Taylor,  but 
about  one  year  and  four  months  after  his  inaugura- 
tion, was  suddenly  taken  sick  and  died.  By  the  Con- 
stitution, Vice-President  Fillmore  thus  became  Presi- 
dent. He  appointed  a  very  able  cabinet,  of  which 
the  illustrious  Daniel  Webster  was  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Fillniore  had  very  serious  difficulties  to  contend 
with,  since  the  opposition  had  a  majority  in  both 
Houses.  He  did  everything  in  his  power  to  conciliate 
the  South;  but  the  pro-slavery  party  in  the  South  felt 
the  inadequacy  of  all  measuresof  transient  conciliation. 
The  population  of  the  free  States  was  so  rapidly  in- 
creasing over  that  of  the  slave  States  that  it  was  in- 
evitable that  the  power  of  the  Government  should 
soon  pass  into  the  hands  of,  the  free  States.  The 
famous  compromise  measures  were  adopted  under  Mr. 
Fillmcre's  adminstration,  and  the  Japan  Expedition 
was  sent  out.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1853,  Mr.  Fill- 
more, having  served  one  term,  retired. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Fillmore  was  nominated  for  the  Pres- 
idency by  the  "  Know  Nothing  "  party,  but  was  beaten 
by  Mr.  Buchanan.  After  that  Mr.  FiUjiiore  lived  in 
retirement.  During  the  terrible  conflict  of  civil  war, 
he  was  mostly  silent.  It  was  generally  supposed  that 
his  sympathies  were  rather  with  those  who  were  en- 
deavoring to  overthrow  our  institutions.  President 
Fillmore  kept  aloof  from  the  conflict,  without  any 
cordial  words  of  cheer  to  the  one  party  or  the  other. 
He  was  thus  forgotten  by  both.  He  lived  to  a  ripe 
old  age,  and  died  in  Buffalo.  N.  Y.,  March  8,    1874, 
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RANKLIN  PIERCE,  the 
fourteenth  President  of  the 
f  United  States,  was  born  in 
Hillsborough,  N.  H.,  Nov. 
23,  1804.  His  father  was  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,  who, 
with  his  own  strong  arm, 
hewed  out  a  liome  in  the 
wilderness.  He  was  a  man 
of  inflexible  integrity;  of 
strong,  though  uncultivated 
mind,  and  an  uncompromis- 
Democrat.  The  mother  of 
Franklin  Pierce  was  all  that  a  son 
could  desire, — an  intelligent,  pru- 
dent, affectionate,  Christian  wom- 
Franklin  was  the  sixth  of  eight  children. 
Franklin  was  a  very  bright  and  handsome  boy,  gen- 
erous, warm-hearted  and  brave.  He  won  alike  the 
love  of  old  and  young.  The  boys  on  the  play  ground 
loved  him.  His  teachers  loved  him.  The  neighbors 
looked  upon  him  with  pride  and  affection.  He  was 
by  instinct  a  gentleman  ;  always  speaking  kind  words, 
doing  kind  deeds,  with  a  peculiar  unstudied  tact 
which  taught  him  what  was  agreeable.  Without  de- 
veloping any  precocity  of  genius,  or  any  unnatural 
devotion  to  books,  he  was  a  good  scholar ;  in  body, 
in  mind,  in  affections,  a  finely-developed  boy. 

When  sixteen  years  of  age,  in  the  year  1820,  he 
entered  Bowdoin  College,  at  Brunswick,  Me  He  was 
one  of  the  most  ]X)pular  young  men  in  the  college. 
The  purity  of  his  moral  character,  the  unvarying 
courtesy  of  his  demeanor,  his  rank  as  a  scholar,  and 
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genial  nature,  rendered  him  a  universal  favorite. 
There  was  something  very  peculiarly  winning  in  his 
address,  and  it  was  evidently  not  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree studied:  it  was  the  simple  outgushing  of  his 
own  magnanimous  and  loving  nature. 

Upon  graduating,  in  the  year  1824,  Franklin  Pierce 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge 
Woodbury,  one  of  the  most  distinguislied  lawyers  of 
the  State,  and  a  man  of  great  private  worth.  The 
eminent  social  qualities  of  the  young  lawyer,  his 
father's  prominence  as  a  public  man,  and  tlie  brilliant 
political  career  into  which  Judge  Woodbury  was  en- 
tering, all  tended  to  entice  Mr.  Pierce  into  the  faci- 
nating  yet  perilous  path  of  political  life.  \Wth  all 
the  ardor  of  his  nature  he  espoused  the  cause  of  Gen. 
Jackson  for  the  Presidency.  He  commenced  the 
practice  of  law  in  Hillsborough,  and  was  soon  elected 
to  represent  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  Here 
he  served  for  four  years.  The  last  two  years  he  was 
chosen  speaker  of  the  house  by  a  very  large  vote. 

In  1833,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Without  taking  an  active 
part  in  debates,  he  was  faithful  and  laborious  in  duty, 
and  ever  rising  in  the  estimation  of  those  with  whom 
he  was  associatad. 

In  1837,  being  then  but  thirty-three  years  of  age, 
he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States; 
taking  his  seat  just  as  Mr.  Van'Buren  commenced 
his  administration.  He  was  the  youngest  member  in 
the  Senate.  In  the  year  1834,  he  married  Miss  Jane 
Means  Appleton,  a  lady  of  rare  beauty  and  accom- 
plishments, and  one  admirably  fitted  to  adorn  every 
station  with  which  her  husband  was  honored.   Of  the 
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three  sons  who  were  born  to  them,  all  now  sleep  with 
their  parents  in  the  grave. 

In  the  year  1838,  Mr.  Pierce,  with  growing  fame 
and  increasing  business  as  a  lawyer,  took  up  his 
residence  in  Concord,  the  capital  of  New  Hampshire. 
President  Polk,  upon  his  accession  to  office,  appointed 
Mr.  Pierce  attorney-general  of  the  United  States ;  but 
the  offer  was  declined,  in  consequence  of  numerous 
professional  engagements  at  home,  and  the  precariuos 
state  of  Mrs.  Pierce's  health.  He  also,  about  the 
same  time  declined  the  nomination  for  governor  by  the 
Democratic  party.  The  war  with  Mexico  called  Mr. 
Pierce  in  the  army.  Receiving  the  appointment  of 
brigadier-general,  he  embarked,  with  a  portion  of  his 
troops,  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  on  the  27th  of  May,  1S47. 
He  took  an  important  part  in  this  war,  proving  him- 
self a  brave  and  true  soldier. 

When  Gen.  Pierce  reached  his  home  in  his  native 
State,  he  was  received  enthusiastically  by  the  advo- 
cates of  the  Mexican  war,  and  coldly  by  his  oppo- 
nents. He  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
very  frequently  taking  an  active  part  in  political  tjues- 
tions,  giving  his  cordial  support  to  the  pro-slavery 
wing  of  the  Democratic  party.  The  compromise 
measures  met  cordially  with  his  approval ;  and  he 
strenuously  advocated  the  enforcement  of  the  infa- 
mous fugitive-slave  law,  which  so  shocked  the  religious 
sensibilities  of  the  North.  He  thus  became  distin- 
guished as  a  "Northern  man  with  Southern  principles.'' 
The  strong  partisans  of  slavery  in  the  South  conse- 
quently regarded  him  as  a  man  whom  they  could 
safely  trust  in  office  to  carry  out  their  jjlans. 

On  the  I  2th  of  June,  1852,  the  Democratic  conven- 
tion met  in  Baltimore  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  For  four  days  they  continued  in  session, 
and  in  thirty-five  ballotings  no  one  had  obtained  a 
two-thirds  vote.  Not  a  vote  thus  far  had  been  thrown 
for  Gen.  Pierce.  Then  the  Virginia  delegation 
brought  forward  his  name.  There  were  fourteen 
more  ballotings,  during  which  (ien.  Pierce  constantly 
gained  strength,  until,  at  the  forty-ninth  ballot,  he 
received  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  votes,  and  all 
other  candidates  eleven.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  was 
the  Whig  candidate.  '  Gen.  Pierce  was  chosen  with 
great  unanimity.  Only  four  States — Vermont,  Mas- 
sachusetts, Kentucky  and  Tennessee  —  cast  their 
electoral  votes  against  him  Gen.  Franklin  Pierce 
was  therefore  inaugurated  President  of  the  United 
States  on   the  4th  of  Mcvrch,    1853. 


His  administration  proved  one  of  the  most  stormy  our 
country  had  ever  experienced.  The  controversy  be 
tween  slavery  and  freedom  was  then  approaching  its 
culminating  point.  It  became  evident  that  there  was 
an  "irrepressible  conflict"  between  them,  and  that 
this  Nation  could  not  long  exist  "  half  slave  and  half 
free."  President  Pierce,  during  the  whole  of  his  ad- 
ministration, did  every  thing  he  could  to  conciliate 
the  South;  but  it  was  all  in  vain.  The  conflict  every 
year  grew  more  violent,  and  threats  of  the  dissolution 
of  the  Union  were  borne  to  the  North  on  every  South- 
ern breeze. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  President 
Pierce  approached  the  close  of  his  four-years'  term 
of  office.  The  North  had  become  thoroughly  alien- 
ated from  him.  The  anti-slavery  sentiment,  goaded 
by  great  outrages,  had  been  rapidly  increasing;  all 
the  intellectual  ability  and  social  worth  of  President 
Pierce  were  forgotten  in  deep  reprehension  of  his  ad- 
ministrative acts.  The  slaveholders  of  the  South,  also, 
unmindful  of  the  fidelity  with  which  he  had  advo- 
cated those  measures  of  Government  which  they  ap- 
proved, and  perhaps,  also,  feeling  that  he  had 
rendered  himself  so  unpopular  as  no  longer  to  be 
able  acceptably  to  serve  them,  ungratefully  dropped 
him,  and  nominated  James  Buchanan  to  succeed  him. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1857,  President  Pierce  re- 
tired to  his  home  in  Concord.  Of  three  children,  two 
had  died,  and  his  only  surviving  child  had  been 
killed  before  his  eyes  by  a  railroad  accident ;  and  his 
wife,  one  of  the  most  estimable  and  accomplished  of 
ladies,  was  rapidly  sinking  in  consumption.  The 
hour  of  dreadful  gloom  soon  came,  and  he  was  left 
alone  in  the  world,  without  wife  or  child. 

When  the  terrible  Rebellion  burst  forth,  which  di- 
vided our  country  into  two  parties,  and  two  only,  Mr. 
Pierce  remained  steadfast  in  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  cherished,  and  gave  his  sympathies  to 
that  pro-slavery  party  with  which  he  had  ever  been 
allied.  He  declined  to  do  anything,  either  by  voice 
or  pen,  to  strengthen  the  hand  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment. He  continued  to  reside  in  Concord  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  October, 
1869.  He  was  one  of  the  most  genial  and  social  of 
men,  an  honored  communicant  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  one  of  the  kindest  of  neighbors.  Gen- 
erous to  a  fault,  he  contributed  liberally  for  the  al- 
leviation of  suffering  and  want,  and  many  of  his  towns- 
I   people  were  often  gladened  by  his   material   bounty. 
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AMES  BUCHANAN,  the  fif- 
teenth President  of  the  United 
States,    was  born    in    a    small 
frontier  town,  at  the  foot  of  the 
eastern  ridge  of  the    AUegha- 
nies,  in  Franklin  Co.,  Penn,,  on 
the  23d  of  April,  17  91.  The  place 
where   the  humble   cabin    of  his 
fatlier    stood    was     called     Stony 
Batter.     It   was    a   wild    and   ro- 
mantic spot  in  a  gorge  of  the  moLUi- 
tains,  with  towering  summits  rising 
grandly    all     around.       His     father 
was  a  native  of  the  north  of  Ireland ; 
a  poor  man,  who  had  emigrated  in 
1783,  with  little   property   save    his 
own  strong  arms.     Five  years  afterwards  he   married 
Elizabeth  Spear,  the  daughter  of  a  respectable  farmer, 
and,  with  his  young  bride,    plunged  into  the  wilder- 
ness, staked  his  claim,  reared  his   log-hut,    opened   a 
clearing  with  his  axe,  and  settled  down  there  to   per- 
form his  obscure  part  in  the  drama  of  life.    In  this  se- 
cluded home,  where   James   was  born,  he    remained 
for  eight  years,  enjoying  but  few  social  or  intellectual 
advantagi  s.     When  James  was  eight  years  of  age,  his 
father  removed  to  the  village  of  Mercersburg,   where 
his  son  was    placed    at    school,   and    commenced    a 
course  of  study  in  English,   Latin   and    Greek.       His 
progress  was  rapid,  and  at    the  age   of   fourteen,    he 
entered  Dickinson  College,  at  Carlisle.      Here  he  de- 
veloped remarkable  talent,  and  took  his  stand  among 
the  first  scholars  in  the  institution.     His  application 
to  study  was  intense,  and  yet  his  native  powers    en- 


abled him  to  master  the  most  abstruse  subjects  with 
facility. 

In  the  year  1809,  he  graduated  with  the  highest 
honors  of  his  class.  He  was  then  eighteen  years  of 
age;  tall  and  graceful,  vigorous  in  health,  fond  of 
athletic  sport,  an  unerring  shot,  and  enlivened  with 
an  exuberant  flow  of  animal  spirits.  He  immediately 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  city  of  Lancaster, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1812,  when  he  was 
but  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Very  rapidly  he  rose 
in  his  profession,  and  at  once  took  undisputed  stand 
with  the  ablest  lawyers  of  the  State.  When  but 
twenty-six  years  of  age,  unaided  by  counsel,  he  suc- 
cessfully defended  before  the  State  Senate  one  of  the 
judges  of  tlie  State,  who  was  tried  upon  articles  of 
impeachment.  At  the  age  of  thirty  it  was  generally 
admitted  that  he  stood  at  the  head  of  the  bar;  and 
there  was  no  lawyer  in  the  State  who  had  a  more  lu- 
crative practice. 

In  1820,  he  reluctantly  consented  to  run  as  a 
candidate  for  Congress.  He  was  elected,  and  for 
ten  years  he  remained  a  member  of  the  Lower  House. 
During  the  vacations  of  Congress,  he  occasionally 
tried  some  important  case.  In  1 831,  he  retired 
altogether  from  the  toils  of  his  i^rofession,  having  ac- 
quired an  ample  fortune. 

Gen.  Jackson,  upon  his  elevation  to  the  Presidency, 
apjjointed  Mr.  Buchanan  minister  to  Russia.  The 
duties  of  his  mission  he  performed  with  ability,  which 
gave  satisfaction  to  all  parties.  Upon  his  return,  in 
1833,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  United  States 
Senate.  He  there  met,  as  his  associates,  Webster, 
Clay,  Wright  and  Calhoun.  He  advocated  the  meas- 
ures proposed  by  President  Jackson,  of  miling  repri- 
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sals  against  France,  to  enforce  the  payment  of  our 
claims  against  that  country;  and  defended  the  course 
of  the  President  in  his  unprecedented  and  wholesale 
removal  from  office  of  those  who  were  not  the  sup- 
porters ot  his  administration.  Upon  this  question  he 
was  brought  into  direct  collision  with  Henry  Clay. 
He  also,  with  voice  and  vote,  advocated  e.xpunging 
from  the  journal  of  the  Senate  tlie  vote  of  censure 
against  Gen.  Jackson  for  removing  the  deposits. 
Earnestly  he  opposed  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  urged  the  prohibition  of  the 
circulation  of  anti-slavery  documents  by  the  United 
States  mails. 

As  to  petitions  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  he  advo- 
cated that  they  should  be  respectfully  received;  and 
that  the  re[jly  should  be  returned,  that  Congress  had 
no  ix)wer  to  legislate  upon  the  subject.  "  Congress," 
said  he,  "might  as  well  undertake  to  interfere  with 
slavery  under  a  foreign  government  as  in  any  of  the 
States  where  it  now  exists." 

Upon  Mr.  Polk's  accession  to  the  Presidency,  Mr. 
Buchanan  became  Secretary  of  State,  and  as  such, 
took  his  share  of  the  responsibility  in  the  conduct  of 
the  Mexican  War.  Mr.  Polk  assumed  that  crossing 
the  Nueces  by  the  American  troops  into  the  disputed 
territory  was  not  wrong,  but  for  the  Me.\icans  to  cross 
the  Rio  Grande  into  that  territory  was  a  declaration 
of  war.  No  candid  man  can  read  with  pleasure  the 
account  of  the  course  our  Government  pursued  in  that 
movement 

Mr.  Buchanan  identified  himself  thoroughly  with 
tlie  party  devoted  to  the  perpetuation  and  extension 
of  slavery,  and  brought  all  the  energies  of  his  mind 
to  bear  against  the  Wilmot  Proviso.  He  gave  his 
cordial  approval  to  the  compromise  measures  of  1050, 
whicli  included  the  fugitive-slave  law.  Mr.  Pierce, 
upon  his  election  to  the  Presidency,  honored  Mr. 
Buchanan  with  the  mission  to  England. 

In  the  year  1856,  a  national  Oemocratic  conven- 
tion nominated  Mr.  Buchanan  forthe  Presidency.  The 
political  conflict  was  one  of  the  most  severe  in  which 
our  country  lias  ever  engaged.  All  the  friends  of 
slavery  were  on  one  side;  all  the  advocates  of  its  re- 
striction and  final  abolition,  on  the  other.  Mr.  Fre- 
mont, the  candidate  of  the  enemies  of  slavery,  re- 
reived  1 14  electoral  votes.  Mr.  Buchanan  received 
174,  and  was  elected.  The  popular  vote  stood 
1,340,618,  for  Fremont,  1,224,750  for  Buchanan.  On 
March   4th.    1857,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  inaugurated. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  far  advanced  in  life.  Only  four 
vears  were  wanting  to  fill  up  his  tiireescore  years  and 
ten.  His  own  friends,  those  with  whom  he  hud  been 
allied  in  political  principles  and  action  for  years,  were 
seeking  the  destruction  of  the  Government,  that  they 
might  rear  upon  the  ruins  of  our  free  institutions  a 
nation  whose  corner-stone  should  be  human  slavery. 
In  this  emergency,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  hopelessly  be- 
wildered     He  could  not,  with  his  long-avowed  prin- 


ciples, consistently  oppose  the  State-rights  party  in 
their  assumptions.  As  President  of  the  United  States, 
bound  by  his  oath  faithfully  to  administer  the  laws, 
lie  could  not,  witliout  perjury  of  the  grossest  kind, 
unite  with  those  endeavoring  to  overthrow  the  repub- 
lic.     He  therefore  did  nothing. 

The  opponents  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  administration 
nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  as  their  standard  bearer 
in  the  next  Presidential  canvass.  The  pro-slavery 
party  declared,  that  if  he  were  elected,  and  the  con- 
trol of  the  Government  were  thus  taken  from  their 
hands,  they  would  secede  from  the  Union,  taking 
with  them,  as  they  retired,  the  National  Capitol  at 
Washington,,  and  the  lion's  share  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Buchanan's  sympathy  with  the  pro-slavery 
party  was  such,  that  he  had  been  willing  to  offer  them 
far  more  than  they  had  ventured  to  claim.  All  the 
South  had  professed  to  ask  of  the  North  was  non- 
intervention upon  the  subject  of  slavery.  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan had  been  ready  to  offer  them  the  active  co- 
operation of  the  Government  to  defend  and  extend 
the  institution. 

As  the  storm  increased  in  violence,  the  slaveholders 
claiming  the  right  to  secede,  and  Mr.  Buchanan  avow- 
ing that  Congress  liad  no  power  to  prevent  it,  one  of 
the  most  pitiable  exhibitions  of  governmental  im- 
becility was  exhibited  the  world  has  ever  seen.  He 
declared  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  enforce  its 
laws  in  any  State  which  had  withdrawn,  or  which 
was  attempting  to  withdraw  from  the  Union.  'I'his 
was  not  the  doctrine  of  Andrew  Jackson,  when,  with 
his  hand  upon  his  sword-hilt,  he  exclaimed,  "The 
Union  must  and  shall  be  preserved!" 

South  Carolina  seceded  in  December,  i860;  nearly 
three  months  before  the  inauguration  of  President 
Lincoln.  Mr.  Buchanan  looked  on  in  listless  despair. 
The  rebel  flag  was  raised  in  Charleston  ;  Fort  Sumpter 
was  besieged ;  our  forts,  navy-yards  and  arsenals 
were  seized  ;  our  depots  of  military  stores  were  plun- 
dered ;  and  our  custom-houses  and  post-offices  were 
appropriated  by  the  rebels. 

The  energy  of  the  rebels,  and  the  imbecility  of  our 
Executive,  were  alike  marvelous.  The  Nation  looked 
on  in  agony,  waiting  for  the  slow  weeks  to  glide  away, 
and  close  the  administration,  so  terrible  in  its  weak- 
ness At  length  the  long-looked-for  hour  of  deliver- 
ance came,  when  Abraham  Lincoln  was  to  receive  the 
scepter. 

The  administration  of  President  Buchanan  was 
certainly  the  most  calamitous  our  country  has  ex- 
perienced. His  best  friends  cannot  recall  it  with 
pleasure.  And  still  more  deplorable  it  is  for  his  fame, 
that  in  that  dreadful  conflict  which  rolled  Its  billows 
of  flame  and  blood  over  our  whole  land,  no  word  came 
from  his  lips  to  indicate  his  wish  that  our  country's 
banner  should  triumph  over  the  flag  of  the  rebellion 
He  died  at  his  Wheatland   retreat,  June    i,    1868. 
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BRAHAM  LINCOLN,  the 
sixteenth  President  of  the 
^United  States,  was  born  in 
Hardin  Co.,  Ky.,  Feb.  12, 
1 8og.  About  the  year  1 7  80,  a 
::Tr^  man  by  the  name  of  Abraham 
Lincohi  left  Virginia  with  liis 
family  and  moved  into  the  tlieii 
wilds  of  Kentucky.  Only  two  jears 
after  this  emigration,  still  a  young 
man,  while  working  one  day  in  a 
field,  was  stealthily  approached  by 
an  Indian  and  shot  dead.  His  widow 
was  left  in  extreme  poverty  with  five 
ittle  children,  three  boys  and  two 
girls.  Thomas,  the  youngest  of  the 
boys,  was  four  years  of  age  at  his 
father's  death.  This  Thomas  was 
the  father  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  the 
President  of  the  United  States 
whose  name  must  henceforth  fo-'ever  be  enrolled 
wiih  the  most  prominent  in  the  annals  of  our  world. 
Of  course  no  record  has  been  kept  of  the  life 
of  one  so  lowly  as  Thomas  Lincoln.  He  was  among 
the  poorest  of  the  poor.  His  home  was  a  wretched 
log-cabin ;  his  food  the  coarsest  and  the  meanest. 
Education  he  had  none;  he  could  never  either  read 
or  write.  As  soon  as  he  was  able  to  do  anything  for 
himself,  he  was  compelled  to  leave  the  cabin  of  his 
starving  mother,  and  push  out  into  the  world,  a  friend- 
.ess,  wandering  Ijoy,  seeking  work.  He  hired  him- 
p'^lf  out,  and  thus  spent  the  whole  of  his  youth  as  a 
'?  .lorer  in  the  fields  of  otliers. 

When  twenty-eight  years  of  age  he  buill  a  log- 
cabin  of  his  own,  and  married  Nancy  Hanks,  the 
daughter  of  another  family  of  poor  Kentucky  emi- 
grants, who  had  also  come  from  Virginia.  Their 
second  child  was  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  The  mother  of  Abraham  was  a  noble 
woman,  gentle,  loving,  pensive,  created  to  adorn 
a  palace,  doomed  to  toil  and  pine,  and  die  in  a  hovel. 
"All  'hat  I  am,  or  hope  to  be,"  e.xclaims  the  grate- 
iul  son  "  I  owe  to  my  angel-mother. 

When  he  was  eight  years  of  age,  his  father  sold  his 


cabin  and  small  farm,  and  moved  to  Indiana    Where 
two  years  later  his  mother  died. 

Abraham  soon  became  the  scribe  of  the  uneducated 
community  around  him.  He  could  not  have  had  a 
better  school  than  this  to  teach  him  to  put  thoughts 
into  words.  He  also  became  an  eager  reader.  The 
books  he  could  obtain  were  few ;  but  these  he  read 
and  re-read  until  they  were  almost  committed  to 
memory. 

As  the  years  rolled  on,  the  lot  of  this  lowly  family 
was  the  usual  lot  of  humanity.  There  were  joys  and 
griefs,  weddings  and  funerals.  Abraham's  sister 
Sarah,  to  whom  he  was  tenderly  attached,  was  mar- 
ried when  a  child  of  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  and 
soon  died.  The  family  was  gradually  scattered.  Mr. 
Thomas  Lincoln  sold  out  his  squatter's  claim  in  1830, 
and  emigrated  to  Macon  Co.,  III. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  then  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
With  vigorous  hands  he  aided  his  father  in  rearing 
another  log-cabin.  Abraham  worked  diligently  at  this 
until  lie  saw  the  family  comfortably  settled,  and  their 
small  lot  of  enclosed  prairie  planted  with  corn,  when 
he  announced  to  his  father  his  intention  to  leave 
home,  and  to  go  out  into  the  world  and  seek  his  for- 
tune. Little  did  he  or  his  friends  imagine  how  bril- 
liant that  fortune  was  to  be.  He  saw  the  value  of 
education  and  was  intensely  earnest  to  improve  his 
mind  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  He  saw  the  ruin 
which  ardent  spirits  were  causing,  and  liecame 
strictly  temperate;  refusing  to  allow  a  drop  of  intoxi- 
cating liipior  to  pass  his  lips.  And  he  had  read  in 
Ciod's  word,  "Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of  the 
Lord  thv  Cod  in  vain ;"  and  a  profane  expression  he 
was  never  heard  to  utter.  Religion  he  revered.  His 
morals  were  pure,  and  he  was  uncontaminated  by  a 
single  vice. 

Young  Abraham  worked  for  a  time  as  a  hired  laborer 
among  the  farmers.  Then  he  went  to  Springfield, 
where  he  was  employed  in  building  a  large  flat-boat. 
In  this  he  took  a  herd  of  swine,  floated  them  down 
the  Sangamon  to  the  Illinois,  and  thence  by  the  Mis- 
sissippi to  New  Orleans.  Whatever  Abraham  Lin- 
coln undertook,  he  performed  so  faithfully  as  to  give 
great  satisfacticn  to  his  employers.      In  this  adven- 
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ture  his  employers  were  so   well  pleased,  that   upon 
his  return  tiiey  placed  a  store  and  Uiill  under  his  care. 

In  1832,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  he 
J  enlisted  and  was  chosen  captain  of  a  company.  He 
returned  to  Sangamon  County,  and  although  only  23 
years  of  age,  was  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature,  but 
was  defeated.  He  soon  after  received  from  Andrew 
Jackson  the  appointmentof  Postmaster  of  New  Salem, 
His  only  post-office  was  his  hat.  All  the  letters  he 
received  he  carried  there  ready  to  deliver  to  those 
he  chanced  to  meet.  He  studied  surveying,  and  soon 
made  this  his  business.  In  r834  he  again  became  a 
candidate  for  the  Legislature,  and  was  elected  Mr. 
Stuart,  of  .Springfield,  advised  him  to  study  law.  He 
walked  from  New  Salem  to  Springfield,  borrowed  of 
Mr.  Stuart  a  load  of  books,  carried  them  back  and 
began  his  legal  studies.  When  the  Legislature  as- 
sembled he  trudged  on  foot  with  his  pack  on  his  back 
one  hundred  miles  to  Vandalia,  then  the  capital.  In 
1836  he  was  re-elected  to  the  Legislature.  Here  it 
was  he  first  met  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  In  1839  he  re- 
moved to  Springfield  and  began  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  with  the  jury  was  so  great  that  he  was 
soon  engaged  in  almost  every  noted  case  in  the  circuit. 

In  1854  I  he  great  discussion  began  between  Mr. 
Lincoln  and  Mr.  Douglas,  on  the  slavery  question. 
In  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  in  Illinois, 
in  1856,  he  took  an  active  part,  and  at  once  became 
one  of  th.e  leaders  in  that  party.  Mr.  Lincoln's 
speeches  in  opposition  to  Senator  Douglas  in  the  con- 
test in  1858  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  form  a  most 
notable  part  of  his  history.  The  issue  was  on  the 
ilavery  ([uestion,  and  he  took  the  broad  ground  of 
.he  Declaration  of  Independence,  that  all  men  are 
created  equal.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  defeated  in  this  con- 
test, but  won  a  far  higher   prize. 

The  great  Republican  Convention  met  at  Chicago 
on  the  i6lh  of  June,  i860.  The  delegates  and 
strangers  who  crowded  the  city  amounted  to  twenty- 
five  thousand.  An  immense  building  called  "The 
Wigwam,"  was  reared  to  accommodate  the  Conven- 
tion. There  were  eleven  candidates  for  whom  votes 
were  thrown.  William  H.  Seward,  a  man  whose  fame 
as  a  statesman  had  long  filled  the  land,  was  the  most 
orominent.  It  was  generally  supposed  he  would  be 
the  nominee,  Abraham  Lincoln,  however,  received 
the  nomination  on  the  third  ballot.  Little  did  he  then 
dream  of  the  weary  years  of  toil  and  care,  and  the 
bloody  deith,  to  whicli  that  nomination  doomed  him: 
and  aslittledid  he  dream  that  he  was  to  render  services 
to  his  country,  which  would  fix  upon  him  the  eyes  of 
the  whole  civilized  world,  and  which  would  give  him 
a  place  in  the  affections  of  his  countrymen,  second 
only,  if  second,  to  that  of  NVashington. 

Election  day  came  and  Mr.  Lincoln  received  180 
electoral  votes  out  of  203  cast,  and  was,  therefore, 
constitutionally  elected  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  tirade  of  abuse  that  was  poured  upon   this    good 


and  merciful  man,  especially  by  the  slaveholders,  was 
greater  than  upon  any  other  man  ever  elected  to  this 
high  position.  In  February,  186 1,  Mr.  Lincoln  started 
for  Washington,  stopping  in  all  the  large  cities  on  his 
way  making  speeches.  The  whole  journey  was  frought 
•  with  mucli  danger.  Many  of  the  Southern  States  had 
already  seceded,  and  several  attempts  at  assassination 
were  afterwards  brought  to  light.  A  gang  in  Balti- 
more had  arranged,  upon  his  arrival  to"  get  up  a  row," 
and  in  the  confusion  to  make  sure  of  his  death  with 
revolvers  and  hand-grenades.  A  detective  unravelled 
the  plot.  A  secret  and  special  train  was  provided  to 
take  him  from  HarrisL'urg,  through  Baltimore,  at  an 
unexpected  hour  of  the  night.  The  train  started  at 
half-past  ten  ;  and  to  prevent  any  possible  communi- 
cation on  the  part  ot  the  Secessionists  with  their  Con- 
federate gang  in  Baltimore,  as  soon  as  the  train  had 
started  tlie  telegraph-wires  were  cut.  Mr.  Lincoln 
readied  Washington  in  safety  and  was  inaugurated, 
although  great  anxiety  was  felt  by  all  loyal  people. 
In  the  selection  of  his  cabinet  Mr.  Lincoln  gave 
to  Mr.  Seward  the  Department  of  State,  and  to  other 
prominent  opponents  before  the  convention  he  gave 
imixirtant  positions. 

During  no  other  administration  have  the  duties 
devolving  upon  the  President  been  so  manifold,  and 
the  responsibilities  so  great,  as  those  which  fell  to 
the  lot  of  President  Lincoln.  Knowing  this,  and 
feeling  his  own  weakness  and  inability  to  meet,  and  in 
his  own  strength  to  cope  with,  the  difficulties,  he 
learned  early  to  seek  Divine  wisdom  and  guidance  in 
determining  his  plans,  and  Divine  comfort  in  all  his 
trials,  bo'h  personal  and  national.  Contrary  to  his 
own  estimate  of  himself,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  one  of  the 
most  courageous  of  men.  He  went  directly  into  the 
rebel  capital  just  as  the  retreating  foe  was  leaving, 
with  no  guard  but  a  few  sailors.  From  the  time  he 
had  left  Springfield,  in  1861,  however,  plans  had  been 
made  for  his  assassination, and  he  at  last  fell  a  victim 
to  one  of  them.  April  14,  1865,  he,  with  Gen.  Grant, 
was  urgently  invited  to  attend  Fords'  Theater.  It 
was  announced  that  they  would  Le  present.  Gen. 
Grant,  however,  left  the  city.  President  Lincoln,  feel- 
ing, witli  his  characteristic  kindliness  of  heart,  that 
it  would  be  a  disappointment  if  he  should  fail  them, 
very  reluctantly  consented  to  go.  While  listening  to 
the  play  an  actor  by  the  name  of  John  Wilkes  Booth 
entered  the  box  where  the  President  and  family  were 
seated,  and  fired  a  bullet  into  his  brains.  He  died  the 
next  morning  at  seven  o'clock. 

Never  before,  in  the  history  of  the  world  was  a  nation 
plunged  into  such  deep  grief  by  the  death  of  its  ruler. 
Strong  men  met  in  the  streets  and  wept  in  speechless 
anguish.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  a  nation  was 
in  tears.  His  was  a  life  which  will  filly  become  a 
model.  His  name  as  the  savior  of  his  country  will 
live  with  that  of  Washington's,  its  father;  his  country- 
men being  unable   to   decide    which  is    the   greater. 
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NDREW  JOHNSON,  seven- 
teenth President  of  the  United 
States.  The  early  life  of 
Andrew  Johnson  contains  but 
^-^^  the  record  of  poverty,  destitu- 
tion and  friendlessness.      He 


7  was  born  December  29,  180S, 
in  Raleigh,  N.  C.  His  parents, 
belonging  to  the  class  oi  the 
"poor  whites  "  of  the  Soutii,iKere 
in  such  circumstances,  that  they 
could  not  confer  even  the  slight- 
est advantages  of  education  upon 
their  child.  When  Andrew  was  five 
years  of  age,  his  father  accidentally 
iost  nis  life  while  lierorically  endeavoring  to  save  a 
friend  from  drowning.  Until  ten  year?  of  age,  Andrew 
was  a  ragged  boy  about  the  streets,  supported  by  the 
labor  of  his  mother,  who  obtained  her  living  with 
her  own   hands. 

He  then,  having  never  attended  a  school  one  day, 
and  being  unable  either  to  read  or  write,  was  ap- 
prenticed to  a  tailor  in  his  native  town.  A  gentleman 
was  in  the  habit  of  going  to  the  tailor's  shop  occasion- 
ally, and  reading  to  the  boys  at  work  there.  He  often 
read  from  the  speeches  of  distinguished  British  states- 
men. Andrew,  who  was  endowed  with  a  mind  of  more 
than  ordinary  native  ability,  became  much  interested 
in  these  speeches ;  his  ambition  was  roused,  and  he 
was  inspired  with  a  strong  desire  to  learn  to  read. 

He  accordingly  applied  himself  to  tlie  alphabet,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  some  of  his  fellow-workmen, 
learned  his  letters.  He  t!i£n  called  upon  the  gentle- 
man to  borrow  the  book  of  speeches.      The  owner, 


pleased  with  his  zeal,  not  only  gave  him  the  booic 
but  assisted  him  in  learning  to  combine  the  letters 
into  words.  Under  such  difficulties  he  pressed  oi- 
ward  laboriously,  spending  usually  ten  or  twelve  hours 
at  work  in  the  shop,  and  then  robbing  himself  of  rest 
and  recreation  to  devote  such  time  as  he  could  to 
reading. 

He  went  to  Tennessee  in  1826,  and  located  at 
Greenville,  where  he  married  a  young  lady  who  pos 
sessed  some  education.  Under  her  instructions  he 
learned  to  write  and  cipher.  He  became  prominent 
in  the  village  debating  society,  and  a  favorite  with 
the  students  of  Greenville  College.  In  1828,  he  or- 
ganized a  working  man's  party,  which  elected  him 
alderman,  and  in  1830  elected  him  mayor,  which 
position  he  held  three  years. 

He  now  began  to  take  a  lively  interest  in  political 
affairs ;  identifying  himself  with  the  working-classes, 
to  which  lie  belonged.  In  1835,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Tennes- 
see. He  was  then  just  twenty-seven  years  of  age. 
He  became  a  very  active  member  of  the  legislature 
gave  his  adhesion  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  in 
1S40  "stumped  the  State,"  advocating  Martin  Van 
Buren's  claims  to  the  Presidency,  in  opposition  to  thos.. 
of  Gen.  Harrison.  In  this  campaign  he  acquired  mucl', 
readiness  as  a  speaker,  and  extended  and  increased 
his  reputation. 

In  1 84 1,  he  was  elected  State  Senator;  in  1843,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  Congress,  and  by  successive 
elections,  held  that  important  post  for  ten  years.  In 
1853,  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Tennessee,  and 
was  re-elected  in  1855.  In  all  these  resiionsible  posi- 
tions, he  discharged  his  duties  with  distinguished  abi. 
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ity,  and  proved  himself  the  warm  friend  of  the  work- 
ing classes.  In  1857,  Mr.  Johnson  was  elected 
United  States  Senator. 

Years  before,  in  1S45,  he  had  warmly  advocated 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  stating  however,  as  his 
reason,  that  he  thought  this  annexation  would  prob- 
ably prove  "  to  be  the  gateway  out  of  which  the  sable 
sons  of  Africa  are  to  pass  from  bondage  to  freedom, 
and  become  merged  in  a  population  congenial  to 
themselves."  In  1850,  he  also  supported  the  com- 
promise measures,  the  two  essential  features  of  which 
were,  that  the  white  people  of  the  Territories  should 
be  permitted  to  decide  for  themselves  whether  they 
would  enslave  the  colored  people  or  not,  and  that 
the  *'ree  States  of  the  North  should  return  to  the 
South  persons  who  attempted  to  escape  from  slavery. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  neverashamedof  his  lowly  origin: 
on  the  contrary,  he  often  took  pride  in  avowing  that 
he  owed  his  distinction  to  his  own  exertions.  "Sir,'" 
said  he  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  "  I  do  not  forget 
that  I  am  a  mechanic ;  neither  do  I  forget  that  Adam 
was  a  tailor  and  sewed  fig-leaves,  and  that  our  Sav- 
ior was  the  son  of  a  carpenter." 

In  the  Charleston-Baltimore  convention  of  iSuo,  ne 
was  the  choice  of  the  Tennessee  Democrats  for  the 
Presidency.  In  1861,  when  the  purpose  of  the  South- 
im  Democracy  became  apparent,  he  took  a  decided 
stand  in  favor  of  the  Union,  and  held  that  "  slavery 
must  be  held  subordinate  to  the  Union  at  whatever 
cost."  He  returned  to  Tennessee,  and  repeatedly 
imperiled  his  own  life  to  protect  the  Unionists  of 
Tennesee.  Tennessee  having  seceded  from  the 
Union,  President  Lincoln,  on  March  4th,  T862,  ap- 
pointed him  Military  Governor  of  the  State,  and  he 
established  the  most  stringent  military  rule.  His 
numerous  proclamations  attracted  wide  attention.    In 

1864,  he  was  elected  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States,  and  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  April   15, 

1865,  became  President.  In  a  speech  two  days  later 
he  said,  "  The  American  people  must  be  taught,  if 
Jhey  do  not  already  feel,  that  treason  is  a  crime  and 
must  be  punished ;  that  the  Government  will  not 
always  bear  with  its  enemies ;  that  it  is  strong  not 
only  to  protect,  but  to  punish.  *  *  The  people 
must  understand  that  it  (treason)  is  the  blackest  of 
crimes,  and  will  surely  be  punished."  Yet  his  whole 
administration,  the  history  of  which  is  so  well  known, 
was  in  utter  itKonsistency  with,  and  the  most  violent 


opposition  to,  the  principles  laid  down  in  that  speech. 

In  his  loose  policy  of  reconstruction  and  general 
amnesty,  he  was  opposed  by  Congress ;  and  he  char- 
acterized Congress  as  a  new  rebellion,  and  lawlessly 
defied  it,  in  everything  possible,  to  the  utmost.  In 
the  beginning  of  1 868,  on  account  of  "high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors,"  the  principal  of  which  was  the 
removal  of  Secretary  Stanton,  in  violation  of  the  Ten- 
ure of  Office  Act,  articles  of  impeachment  were  pre- 
ferred against  him,  and  the    trial   began    March   23. 

It  was  very  tedious,  continuing  for  nearly  three 
months.  A  test  article  of  the  impeachment  was  at 
length  submitted  to  the  court  for  its  action.  It  was 
certain  that  as  the  court  voted  upon  that  article  so 
would  it  vote  upon  all.  Thirty-four  voices  pronounced 
the  President  guilty.  As  a  two-thirds  vote  was  n*;ces- 
sary  to  his  condemnation,  he  was  pronounced  ac- 
quitted, notwithstanding  the  great  majority  against 
him.  The  change  of  one  vote  from  the  7iot  guilty 
side  would  have  sustained  the  impeachment. 

The  President,  for  the  remainder  of  his  term,  was 
but  little  regarded.  He  continued,  though  impotent'.;-; 
his  conflict  with  Congress.  His  own  party  did  not 
think  it  expedient  to  renominate  him  for  the  Presi- 
dency. The  Nation  rallied,  with  enthusiasm  unpar- 
alleled since  the  days  of  Washington,  around  the  name 
of  Gen.  Grant.  Andrew  Johnson  was  forgotten. 
The  bullet  of  the  assassin  introduced  him  to  the 
President's  chair.  Notwithstanding  this,  never  was 
there  presented  to  a  man  a  better  opportunity  to  im- 
mortalize his  name,  and  to  win  the  gratitude  of  a 
nation.  He  failed  utterly.  He  retired  to  his  home 
in  Greenville,  Tenn.,  taking  no  very  active  part  in 
politics  until  r875.  On  Jan,  26,  after  an  exciting 
struggle,  he  was  chosen  by  the  Legislature  of  Ten- 
nessee, United  States  Senator  in  the  forty-fourth  Con- 
gress, and  took  his  seat  in  that  body,  at  the  special 
session  convened  by  President  Grant,  on  the  5th  of 
March.  On  the  27th  of  July,  1875,  the  ex-President 
made  a  visit  to  his  daughter's  home,  near  Carter 
Station,  Tenn.  When  he  started  on  his  journey,  he  was 
apparently  in  his  usual  vigorous  health,  but  on  reach- 
ing the  residence  of  his  child  the  following  day,  was 
stricken  with  paralysis,  rendering  him  unconscious. 
He  rallied  occasionally,  but  finally  passed  away  at 
2  A.M.,  July  31,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  His  fun- 
eral was  attended  at  Geenville,  on  the  3d  of  August, 
with  every  demonstr.ition  of  respect. 


/- 


ii^<-6^^^ 


EIGHTEENTH  PRESIDENT. 


87 


LYSSES     S.    GRANT,    the 
eighteenth    President   of  the 
YT  United  States,  was   born   on 
the  29th   of  April,    1822,   of 
Christian  parents,  in  a  liumble 
home,  at  Point  Pleasant,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ohio.  Shortly  after 
his   father   moved    to    George- 
town, Brown  Co.,  O.  In  this  re- 
mote frontier   hamlet,    Ulysses 
received  a  common-school  edu- 
cation.     At  the  age   of  seven- 
teen, in  the  year  1839,  he    entered 
the    Military    Academy    at    West 
Point.     Here  he  was  regarded  as  a 
ooiid,  sensible  young  man    of  fair  abilities,   and    of 
sturdy,  honest  character.     He  took  respectable  rank 
as  a  scholar.     In  June,  1843,  he  graduated,  about  the 
middle  in  his  class,  and  was  sent  as  lieutenant  of  in- 
fantry to  one  of  the  distant  military  posts  in  the  Mis- 
souri Territory.     Two  years  he  past   in  these  dreary 
solitudes,  watching  the  vagabond    and   exasperating 
indians. 

The  war  with  Mexico  came.  Lieut.  Grant  was 
sent  with  his  regiment  to  Corpus  Christi.  His  first 
battle  was  at  Palo  Alto.  There  was  no  chance  here 
for  the  exhibition  of  either  skill  or  heroism,  nor  at 
Resacade  la  Palma,  his  second  battle.  At  the  battle 
of  Monterey,  his  third  engagement,  it  is  said  that 
lie  performed  a  signal  service  of  daring  and  skillful 
horsemanship.  His  brigade  had  exhausted  its  am- 
munition. A  messenger  must  be  sent  for  more,  along 
a  route  exposed  to  the  bullets  of  the  foe.  Lieut. 
Grant,  adopting  an  expedient  learned  of  the  Indians, 
grasped  the  mane  of  his  horse,  and  hanging  upon  one' 
side  of  the  anin^al,  ran  the  gauntlet  in  entire  safety. 


From  Monterey  he  was  sent,  with  the  fourth  infantry, 
to  aid  Gen.  Scott,  at  the  siege  of  Vera  Cruz.  In 
preparation  for  the  march  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  he 
was  appointed  quartermaster  of  his  regiment.  At  the 
battle  of  Molino  del  Rey,  he  was  promoted  to  a 
first  lieutenancy,  and  was  brevetted  captain  at  Cha- 
pultepec. 

At  the  close  of  the  Mexican  War,  Capt.  Grant  re- 
turned with  his  regiment  to  New  York,  and  was  again 
sent  to  one  of  the  military  posts  on  the  frontier.  The 
discovery  of  gold  in  California  causing  an  immense 
tide  of  emigration  to  flow  to  the  Pacific  shores,  Capt. 
Grant  was  sent  with  a  battalion  to  Fort  Dallas,  in 
Oregon,  for  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  the  im- 
migrants. Life  was  wearisome  in  those  wilds.  Capt. 
Grant  resigned  his  commission  and  returned  to  the 
States;  and  having  married,  entered  upon  the  cultiva- 
tion of  a  small  farm  near  St.  Louis,  Mo.  He  had  but 
little  skill  as  a  farmer.  Finding  his  toil  not  re- 
munerative, he  turned  to  mercantile  life,  entering  into 
the  leather  business,  with  a  younger  brother,  at  Ga- 
lena, 111.  This  was  in  the  year  i860.  As  the  tidings 
of  the  rebels  firing  on  Fort  Sumpter  reached  the  ears 

of    Capt.   Grant  in    his   counting-room,    he   said, 

"Uncle  Sam  has  educated  me  for  the  army;  though 
I  have  served  him  through  one  war,  I  do  not  feel  that 
I  have  yet  repaid  the  debt.  I  am  still  ready  to  discharge 
my  obligations.  I  shall  (herefore  buckle  on  my  sword 
and  see  Uncle  Sam  through  this  war  too." 

He  went  into  the  streets,  raised  a  company  of  vol- 
unteers, and  led  them  as  their  captain  to  Springfield, 
the  capital  of  the  State,  where  their  services  were' 
offered  to  Gov.  Yates.  The  Governor,  impressed  by 
the  zeal  and  straightforward  executive  ability  of  Capt. 
Grant,  gave  him  a  desk  in  his  office,  to  assist  in  the 
volunteer  organization  that  was  being  formed  in  the 
State  in  behalf  of  the  Government.  '  On  the  15th  of 
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jfune,  t86i,  Capt.  Grant  received  a  commission  as 
Colonel  of  the  Twenty-first  Regiment  of  Illinois  Vol- 
unteers. His  merits  as  a  West  Point  graduate,  who 
had  served  for  15  years  in  the  regular  army,  were  such 
that  he  was  soon  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier- 
General  and  was  placed  in  command  at  Cairo.  The 
rebels  raised  their  banner  at  Paducah,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Tennessee  River.  Scarcely  had  its  folds  ap- 
peared in  the  breeze  ere  Gen.  Grant  was  there.  The 
rebels  fled.  Their  banner  fell,  and  the  star  and 
stripes  were  unfurled  in  its  stead. 

He  entered  the  service  with  great  determination 
and  immediately  began  active  duty.  This  was  the  be- 
ginning, and  until  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Richmond 
lie  was  ever  pushing  the  enemy  with  great  vigor  and 
effectiveness.  At  Belmont,  a  few  days  later,  he  sur- 
prised and  routed  the  rebels,  then  at  Fort  Henry 
won  another  victory.  Then  came  the  brilliant  fight 
at  Fort  Donelson.  The  nation  was  electrified  by  the 
victory,  and  the  brave  leader  of  the  boys  in  blue  was 
immediately  made  a  M.ijor-General,  and  the  military 
district  of  Tennessee  was  assigned  to  him. 

Like  all  great  captains.  Gen.  Grant  knew  well  how 
to  secure  the  results  of  victory.  He  immediately 
pushed  on  to  the  enemies'  lines.  Then  came  the 
terrible  battles  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  Corinth,  and  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg,  where  Gen.  Pemberton  made  an 
unconditional  surrender  of  the  city  with  over  thirty 
thousand  men  and  one-hundred  and  seventy-two  can- 
non. The  fall  of  Vicksburg  was  by  far  the  most 
severe  blow  which  the  rebels  had  thus  far  encountered, 
and  opened  up  the  Mississippi  from  Cairo  to  the  Gulf. 
Gen.  Grant  was  next  ordered  to  co-operate  with 
Gen.  Banks  in  a  movement  upon  Te.xas,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  New  Orleans,  where  he  was  thrown  from 
his  horse,  and  received  severe  injuries,  from  which  he 
was  laid  up  for  months.  He  then  rushed  tc  the  aid 
of  Gens.  Rosecrans  and  Thomas  at  Chattanooga,  and 
by  a  v/onderful  series  of  strategic  and  technical  meas- 
ures put  the  Union  Army  in  fighting  condition.  Then 
followed  the  bloody  battles  at  Chattanooga,  Lookout 
Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge,  in  which  the  rebels 
were  routed  with  great  loss.  This  won  for  him  un- 
bounded praise  in  the  North.  On  the  4th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1864,  Congress  revived  the  grade  of  lieutenant- 
general,  and  the  rank  was  conferred  on  Gen.  Grant. 
He  repaired  to  Washington  to  receive  his  credentials 
and  enter  upon  tl'i"  duties  of  his  new  office. 


Gen.  Grant  decided  as  soon  as  he  took  charge  of 
ihe  army  to  concentrate  the  widely-dispersed  National 
troops  for  an  attack  upon  Richmond,  the  nominal 
capital  of  tjie  Rebellion,  and  endeavor  there  to  de- 
stroy the  rebel  armies  which  would  be  prouiptly  as- 
sembled from  all  quarters  for  its  defence.  The  whole 
continent  seemed  to  tremble  under  the  tramp  of  these 
majestic  armies,  rushing  to  the  decisive  battle  field. 
Steamers  were  crowded  with  troops.  Railway  trains 
were  burdened  -sv'ith  closely  packed  thousands.  His 
plans  were  comprehensive  and  involved  a  series  of 
campaigns,  which  were  executed  with  remarkable  en- 
ergy and  ability,  and  were  consummated  at  the  sur- 
render of  Lee,  April  9,   1S65. 

The  war  was  ended.  The  Union  was  saved.  The 
almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  Nation  declared  Gen. 
Grant  to  be  the  most  prominent  instrument  in  its  sal- 
vation. The  eminent  services  he  had  thus  rendered 
the  country  brought  him  conspicuously  forward  as  the 
Republican  candidate  for  the  Presidential  chair. 

At  the  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago. 
May  21,  1868,  he  was  unanimously  nominated  for  the 
Presidency,  and  at  the  autumn  election  received  a 
majority  of  the  popular  vote,  and  214  out  of  294 
electoral  votes. 

The  National  Convention  of  the  Republican  party 
which  met  at  Philadelphia  on  the  5th  of  June,  1872, 
placed  Gen.  Grant  in  nomination  for  a  second  term 
by  a  unanimous  vote.  The  selection  was  emphati- 
cally indorsed  by  the  people  five  months  later,  292 
electoral  votes  being   cast    for  him. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  his  second  term.  Gen.  Grant 
started  ui)on  his  famous  trip  around  the  world.  He 
visited  almost  every  country  of  the  civilized  world, 
and  was  everywhere  received  with  such  ovations 
and  demonstrations  of  respect  and  honor,  private 
as  well  as  public  and  official,  as  were  never  before 
bestowed  uix)n  any  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

He  was  the  most  prominent  candidate  before  the 
Republican  National  Convention  in  1880  for  a  re- 
nomination  for  President.  He  went  to  New  York  and 
embarked  in  the  brokerage  business  under  the  firm 
nameof  Grant  &  Ward.  The  latter  proved  a  villain, 
wrecked  Grant's  fortune,  and  for  larceny  was  sent  to 
the  penitentiary.  The  General  was  attacked  with 
cancer  in  the  throat,  but  suffered  in  his  stoic-like 
manner,  never  complaining.  He  was  re-instated  as 
General  of  the  Army  and  retired  by  Congress.  The 
cancer  soon  finished  its  deadly  work,  and  July  23, 
1885,  the  nation  went  in  mourning  over  the  death  of 
the  illustrious  General. 
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UTHERFORD  B.    HAYES, 

^the  nineteenth  President  of 
'^  the  United  States,  was  born  in 
Delaware,  O.,  Oct.  4,  1822,  al- 
most three  months  after  the 
'^  death  of  his  father,  Rutherford 
Hayes.  His  ancestry  on  both 
the  paternal  and  maternal  sides, 
was  of  the  most  honorable  char- 
acter. It  can  be  traced,  it  is  said, 
as  far  back  as  1280,  when  Hayes  and 
Rutherford  were  two  Scottish  chief- 
tains, fighting  side  by  side  with 
Baliol,  William  Wallace  and  Robert 
Bruce.  Both  families  belonged  to  the 
nobility,  owned  extensive  estates, 
and  had  a  large  following.  Misfor- 
:ane  cv -I  faking  the  family,  George  Hayes  left  Scot- 
:and  in  i6<So,  and  settled  in  Windsor,  Conn.  His  son 
George  wai  born  in  Windsor,  and  remained  there 
during  his  liJe.  Daniel  Hayes,  son  of  the  latter,  mar- 
ried Sarah  L.;e,  and  lived  from  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage until  his  death  in  Simsbury,  Conn.  Ezekiel, 
son  of  Daniel,  was  born  in  1724,  and  was  a  manufac- 
turer of  scythej  at  Bradford,  Conn.  Rutherford  Hayes, 
son  of  Ezekiel  ai/d  grandfatherof  President  Hayes,  was 
born  inNew Haven,  in  .'\ugust,  1756.  He  was  a  farmer, 
blacksmith  and  tavern-keeper.  He  emigrated  to 
Vermont  at  an  uriknown  d.ite,  settling  in  Brattleboro, 
where  he  established  a  hotel.  Here  his  son  Ruth- 
erford Hayes    the  father   of  President  Hayes,  was 


born.  He  was  married,  in  September,  1813,  to  Sophia 
Birchard,  of  Wilmington,  Vt.,  whose  ancestors  emi- 
grated thither  from  Connecticut,  they  having  been 
among  the  wealthiest  and  best  famlies  of  Norwich. 
Her  ancestry  on  the  male  side  are  traced  back  to 
1635,  to  John  Birchard,  one  of  the  principal  founders 
of  Norwich.  Both  of  her  grandfathers  were  soldiers 
in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  father  of  President  Hayes  was  an  industrious, 
frugal  and  opened-hearted  man.  He  was  of  a  me- 
chanical turn,  and  could  mend  a  plow,  knit  a  stock- 
ing, or  do  almost  anything  else  that  he  choose  to 
undertake.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church,  active 
in  all  the  benevolent  enterprises  of  the  town,  and  con- 
ducted his  business  on  Christian  principles.  After 
the  close  of  the  war  of  i8r2,  for  reasons  inexplicable 
to  his  neighbors,  he  resolved  to  emigrate  to   Ohio. 

The  journey  from  Vermont  to  Ohio  in  that  day 
when  there  were  no  canals,  steamers,  nor  railways, 
was  a  very  serious  affair.  A  tour  of  inspection  was 
first  made,  occupying  four  months.  Mr.  Hayes  deter 
mined  to  move  to  Delaware,  where  the  family  arrived 
in  i8r7.  He  died  July  22,  r822,  a  victim  of  malarial 
fever,  less  than  three  months  before  the  birth  of  the 
son, of  whom  we  now  write.  Mrs.  Hayes,  in  her  sore  be- 
reavement, found  the  support  she  so  much  needed  in 
her  brother  Sardis,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the 
household  from  the  day  of  its-  departure  from  Ver- 
mont, and  in  an  orphan  giil  whom  slie  had  adopted 
some  time  before  as  an  act  of  charity. 

Mrs.  Hayes  at  this  period  was  ver)'  weak,  and  the 
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subject  of  this  sketch  was  so  feeble  at  butli  that  he 
was  not  expected  to  hve  beyond  a  month  or  two  at 
most.  As  the  months  went  by  he  grew  weaker  and 
weaker,  so  that  the  neighbors  were  in  the  habit  of  in- 
iiuiringfrom  time  to  time  ''if  Mrs.  Hayes'  baby  died 
iast  night."  On  one  occasion  a  neighbor,  wlio  was  on 
famihar  terms  with  the  family,  after  alluding  to  the 
boy's  big  head,  and  the  mother's  assiduous  care  of 
nim,  said  in  a  bantering  way,  '"  That's  right !  Stick  to 
iiim.  You  have  got  him  along  so  far,  and  I  shouldn't 
wonder  if  he  would  really  come  to  something  yet." 

"  You  need  not  laugh,"  said  Mrs.  Hayes.  "  You 
■vait  and  see.  You  can't  tell  but  I  shall  make  him 
President  of  the  United  States  yet."  The  boy  lived, 
in  spite  of  the  universal  predictions  of  his  speedy 
death;  and  when,  in  1825,  his  older  brother  was 
drowned,  he  became,  if  possible,  still  dearer  to  his 
mother. 

The  boy  was  seven  years  old  before  he  w,;nt  to 
school.  His  education,  however,  was  not  neglected. 
He  probably  learned  as  much  from  his  mother  and 
iister  as  he  would  have  done  at  school.  His  sports 
were  almost  wholly  within  doors,  his  playmates  being 
his  sister  and  her  associates.  These  circumstances 
tended,  no  doubt,  to  foster  that  gentleness  of  dispo- 
sition, and  that  delicate  consideration  for  the  feelings 
of  others,  which  are  marked  traits  of  his  character. 

His  uncle  Sardis  Birchard  took  the  deepest  interest 
in  his  education ;  and  as  the  boy's  health  had  im- 
proved, and  he  was  making  good  progress  in  his 
studies,  he  proposed  to  send  him  to  college.  His  pre- 
paration commenced  with  a  tutor  at  home;  but  he 
was  afterwards  sent  for  one  year  to  a  professor  in  the 
Wesleyan  University,  in  Middletown,  Conn.  He  en- 
tered Kenyon  College  in  1838,  at  the  age  of  sixteen, 
and  was  graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class  in   1842. 

Immediately  after  his  graduation  he  began  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Thomas  Sparrow,  Esq., 
in  Columbus.  Finding  his  opportunities  for  study  in 
Columbus  somewhat  limited,  he  determined  to  enter 
the  Law  School  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years. 

In  1845,  after  graduatmg  at  the  Law  School,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  shortly 
afterward  went  into  practice  as  an  attorney-at-law 
with  Ralph  P.  Buckland,  of  Fremont.  Here  he  re- 
mained three  years,  acquiring  but  a  limited  practice, 
and  apparently  unambitious  of  distinction  in  his  pro- 
fession. 

In  1 849  he  nidved  to  Cincinnati,  where  his  ambi- 
tion found  a  new  stimulus.  For  several  years,  how- 
ever, his  progress  was  slow.  Two  events,  occurring  at 
this  period,  had  a  powerful  influence  tqion  his  subse-  ' 
quent  'ife.  One  of  these  was  his  marrage  with  Miss 
Lucy  Ware  Webb,  daughter  of  Dr.  James  Webb,  of 
Chilicothe;  the  other  was  his  introduction  to  the  Cin- 
cinnati Literary  Club,  a  body  embracing  among  its 
members  suck  men  as'^hief  Justice  Salmon  P.  Chase, 


Gen.  John  Pope,  Gov.  Edward  F.  Noyes,  and  many 
others  hardly  less  distinguished  in  afterlife.  The 
marriage  was  a  fortunate  one  in  every  respect,  as 
everybody  knows.  Not  one  of  all  the  wives  of  our 
Presidents  was  more  universally  admired,  reverenced 
and  beloved  than  was  Mrs.  Hayes,  and  no  one  did 
more  than  she  to  reflect  honor  upon  American  woman 
hood.  The  Literary  Cluu  brought  Mr.  Hayes  into 
constant  association  with  young  men  of  high  char- 
acter and  noble  aims,  and  lured  him  to  display  the 
qualities  so  long  hidden  by  his  bashfulne:s  and 
modesty. 

In  1856  he  was  nominated  to  the  office  of  Judg;  6' 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas;  but  he  declined  to  ac- 
cept the  nomination.  Two  years  later,  the  office  o! 
city  solicitor  becoming  vacant,  the  City  Co'jncil 
elected  him  for  the  une.xpired  term. 

In  1861,  when  the  Rebellion  iiroke  out,  he  was  at 
the  zenith  of  his  professional  lif..  His  rank  at  the 
bar  was  among  the  the  first.  But  the  news  of  the 
attack  on  F'ort  Sumpter  found  him  eager  to  take  md 
arms  for  the  defense  of  his  country. 

His  military  record  was  bright  ar.d  illustrious.  In 
October,  186 1,  he  was  made  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and 
in  August,  1862,  promoted  Colonel  of  the  7gth  Ohio 
regiment,  but  he  refused  to  leave  his  old  comrades 
and  go  among  strangers.  Subsequently,  however,  he 
was  made  Colonel  of  his  old  regiment.  At  the  battle 
of  South  Mountain  he  received  a  wound,  and  while 
faint  and  bleeding  displayed  courage  and  fortitude 
that  won  admiration  from  all. 

Col.  Hayes  was  detached  from  his  regiment,  after 
his  recovery,  to  act  as  Brigadier-General,  and  placed 
in  command  of  the  celebrated  Kanawha  division, 
and  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  the  battles 
of  Winchester,  Fisher's  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek,  he  was 
promoted  Brigadier-General.  He  was  also  brevetted 
Major-General,  "for gallant  and  distinguished  services 
during  the  campaigns  of  1864,  in  West  Virginia."  In 
the  course  of  his  arduous  services,  four  horses  were 
shot  from  under  him,  and  he  was  wounded  four  times 

In  1864,  Gen.  Hayes  was  elected  to  Congress,  from 
the  Second  Ohio  District,  whicli  had  long  been  Dem- 
ocratic. He  was  not  present  during  the  campaign, 
and  after  his  election  was  importuned  to  resign  his 
commission  in  the  army;  but  he  finally  declared,  "  I 
shall  never  come  to  Washington  until  I  can  come  by 
the  way  of  Richmond."  He  was  re-elected  in  1866. 

In  1867,  Gen  Hayes  was  elected  Governor  of  Ohio, 
over  Hon.  Allen  G.  Thurman,  a  popular  Democrat. 
In  1869  was  re-elected  over  George  H.  Pendleton. 
He  was  elected  Governor  for  the  third  term  in   1875. 

In  1876  he  was  the  standard  beaier  of  the  Repub- 
lican Party  in  the  Presidential  contest,  and  after  a 
hard  long  contest  was  chosen  President;  and  was  ir. 
augurated  Monday,  March  5,  1875.  He  served  his 
full  term,  not,  hcwever,  with  satisfaction  to  his  party, 
but  his  administration  was  an  average  or-.^ 
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AMES  A.  GARFIELD,  twen- 
tieth President  of  the  United 
States,    was    born    Nov.    19, 
1831,  in  the  woods  of  Orange, 
Cuyahoga  Co.,  O      His   par- 
ents were  Abram  and    EHza 
(Ballou)    Garfield,   both   of  New 
England  ancestry  and  from  fami- 
lies well  known  in  the  early  his- 
Ti^h  tory  of  that  section  of  our  coun- 
try, but  had  moved  to  the  Western 
Reserve,  in  Ohio,  early  in  its  settle- 
ment. 

The  house  in  which  James  A.  was 
born  was    not  unlike  the  houses  of 
poor  Ohio  farmers  of  that  day.     It 
,\z  about  20x30  feet,  built  of  logs,  with  the  spaces  be- 
/jen    the  logs  filled  with  clay.     His  father  was  a 
icird  -.vorking  farmer,  and   he  soon    had   his   fields 
leared,  an   orchard  planted,  and  a  log  barn  built, 
/he  liousehold  comprised  the  father  and  mother  and 
Heir  four  children — Mehetabel,  Thomas,  Mary  and 
ames.     In  May,  1823^  the  father,  from  a  cold  con- 
. /acted  in  helping  to  put  out  a  forest  fire,  died.     At 
iliis  time  James  was  about  eighteen  months  old,  and 
'"homas  about  ten  years  old.     No  one,  perhaps,  can 
.ell  how  much  James  was  indebted   to  his  Ijiother's 
tcil  and  self-sacrifice  during  the  twenty  years   suc- 
ceeding   his    father's    death,    but    undoubtedly    very 
niufh.     He  now  lives  in  Michigan,  and  the  two  sis- 
it, s  live  ill  Solon,  O.,  near  their  birthplace. 

The  early  educational  advantages  young  Garfield 
enjoyed  were  very  limited,  yet  he  made  the  most  of 
tnem.  He  labored  at  firm  work  for  others,  did  car- 
penter work,  chopped  wood,  or  did  anything  that 
would  lirini;  in  a  few  dollars  to  aid  his  widowed 
mother  in  he' -  tr':'4<4les  to  keep  the  little    fannly  to- 


gether. Nor  was  Gen.  Garfield  ever  ashamed  of  his 
origin,  and  he  never  forgot  the  friends  of  his  strug- 
gling childhood,  youth  and  manhood,  neither  did  they 
ever  forget  him.  When  in  the  highest  seats  of  honor 
the  humblest  fiiend  of  his  boyhood  was  as  kindly 
greeted  as  ever.  The  poorest  laborer  was  sure  of  the 
sympathy  of  one  who  had  known  all  the  bitterness 
of  want  and  the  sv/eetness  of  bread  earned  by  the 
sweat  of  the  brow.  He  was  ever  the  simple,  plain, 
modest  gentleman. 

The  highest  ambition  of  young  Garfield  until  hi 
was  about  sixteen  years  old  was  to  be  a  captain  of 
a  vessel  on  Lake  Erie.     He  was  anxious  to  go  aboard 
a  vessel,  which  his  mother  strongly  opposed.     She 
finally  consented  to  his  going  to  Cleveland,  with  the 
understanding,  however,  that  he  should  try  to  obtair 
some  other  kind  of  employment.     He  walked  all  the 
way  to  Cleveland.    This  was  his  first  visit  to  the  city 
After  making  many  applications  for  work,  and  trying 
to  get   aboard  a   lake  vessel,  and  not  meeting  with 
success,  he  engaged  as  a  driver  for  his  cousin,  Amos 
Letcher,  on  the  Ohio  &  Pennsylvam'a  Canal.     Here- 
mained  at  this  work  but  a  short  time  when  he  wen'- 
home,    and  attended   the   seminary    at   Chester  for 
about  three  years,  when  he  entered  Hiram  and  the 
Eclectic  Institute,  teaching  a  few  terms  of  school  in 
tlie  meantime,  and  doing  other  work.     This  school 
was  started  by  the  Disciples  of  Christ  in    1850,  of 
which  church  he  was   then  a  member.     He  became 
janitor  and  bell-ringer  in  order  to  help  pay  his  way 
He  then  became  both  teacher  and  pupil.     He  soon 
"  exhausted  Hiram  "  and  needed  more  ;  hence,  in  the 
fall  of  1854,  he  entered  Williams  College,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1856,  taking  one  of  the  highest  hon- 
ors of  his  class.     He  afterwards  returned  to  Hiram 
College  as  its  President.     As  above  stated,  he    early 
united    with    the   Christian   or   Diciples    Church    at 
Hiram,  and  was  ever  after  a  devoted,  zealous  mem- 
ber, often  preaching  in  its  pulpit  and    places  where 
he  happened  to  be.     Dr.  Noah  Porter,  President  of 
Yale  College,  says  of  him  in  reference  to  his  religion: 
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"  President  Garfield  was  more  than  a  man  of 
strong  moral  and  religious  convictions.  His  whole 
history,  from  boyhood  to  the  last,  shows  that  duty  to 
man  and  to  God,  and  devotion  to  Christ  and  life  and 
faith  and  spiritual  commission  w^ere  controlling  springs 
of  his  beuig,  and  to  a  more  than  usual  degree.  In 
my  judgment  there  is  no  more  interesting  feature  of 
his  character  than  his  loyal  allegiance  to  the  body  of 
Christians  in  which  he  was  trained,  and  the  fervent 
sympathy  which  he  ever  showed  in  their  Christian 
communion.  Not  many  of  the  few  'wise  and  mighty 
and  noble  who  are  called'  show  a  similar  loyalty  to 
the  less  stately  and  cultured  Christian  communions 
in  which  they  have  been  reared.  Too  often  it  is  true 
that  as  they  step  upward  in  social  and  political  sig- 
nificance they  step  upward  from  one  degree  to 
another  in  some  of  the  many  types  of  fashionable 
Christianity.  President  Garfield  adhered  to  the 
;luirch  of  his  mother,  the  church  in  which  he  was 
trained,  and  in  which  he  sei-ved  as  a  pillar  and  an 
evangelist,  and  yet  with  the  largest  and  most  unsec- 
tarian  charity  for  all  'who  loveour  Lord  in  sincerity.'" 

Mr.  Garfield  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Lucretia  Rudolph,  Nov.  ii,  1858,  who  proved  herself 
worthy  as  the  wife  of  one  whom  all  the  world  loved  and 
mourned.  To  them  were  born  seven  children,  five  of 
v/hom  are  still  living,  four  boys  and  one  girl. 

Mr.  Garfield  made  his  first  political  speeches  in  1S56, 
m  Hiram  and  the  neighboring  villages,  and  three 
years  later  he  began  to  speak  at  county  mass-meet- 
ings, and  became  the  favorite  speaker  wherever  he 
was.  During  this  year  he  was  elected  to  the  Ohio 
Senate.  He  also  began  to  study  law  at  Cleveland, 
and  in  1861  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  The  great 
Rebellion  broke  out  in  the  early  part  of  this  year, 
and  Mr.  Garfield  at  once  resolved  to  fight  as  he  had 
talked,  and  enlisted  to  defend  the  old  flag.  He  re- 
ceived his  commission  as  Lieut.-Colonel  of  the  Forty- 
second  Regiment  of  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Aug. 
14,1861.  He  was  immediately  put  into  active  ser- 
vice, and  before  he  had  ever  seen  a  gun  fired  in  action, 
was  placed  in  command  of  four  regiments  of  infantry 
and  eight  companies  of  cavalry,  charged  with  tlie 
work  of  driving  out  of  his  native  State  the  officer 
(Humphrey  Mirshall)  reputed  to  be  the  ablest  of 
those,  not  educated  to  war  whom  Kentucky  had  given 
to  the  Rebellion.  This  work  was  bravely  and  speed- 
ily accomplished,  although  against  great  odds.  Pres- 
ident Lincoln,  on  his  success  commissioned  him 
Brigadier-General,  Jan.  10,  1862;  and  as  "he  had 
been  the  youngest  man  in  the  Ohio  Senate  two  years 
before,  so  now  he  was  the  youngest  General  in  the 
army."  He  was  with  Gen.  Buell's  army  at  Sliiloh, 
in  itsoperations  around  Corinth  and  its  march  through 
Alabama.  He  was  then  detailed  as  a  memberof  the 
General  Court-Martial  for  the  trial  of  Gen.  Fitz-John 
Porter.  He  was  then  ordered  to  report  to  Gen.  Rose- 
crans,  and  was  assigned  to  the  "  Chief  of  Staff." 

The  military  history  of  Gen.  Garfield  closed  with 


his  brilliant  services  at  Chickamauga,  where  he  won 
the  stars  01  the  Major-General. 

Without  an  effort  on  his  part  Gew  Garfield  was 
elected  to  Congress  in  the  fall  of  1862  from  the 
Nineteenth  District  of  Ohio.  This  section  of  Ohio 
had  been  represented  in  Congress  for  sixty  years 
mainly  by  two  men — Elisha  Whittlesey  and  Joshua 
R.  Giddings.  It  was  not  without  a  struggle  that  he 
resigned  his  place  in  the  army.  At  the  time  he  en- 
tered Congress  he  was  the  youngest  member  in  that 
body.  Theri"  he  remained  by  successive  re- 
elections  until  he  was  elected  President  in  1880. 
Of  his  labors  in  Congress  Senator  Hoar  says  :  "  Sinct 
the  year  1864  you  cannot  think  of  a  question  whicii 
has  been  debated  in  Congress,  or  discussed  before  u 
iribunel  of  the  American  people,  in  regard  to  whict 
you  will  not  find,  if  you  wish  instruction,  the  argu- 
ment on  one  side  stated,  in  almost  every  instance 
better  than  by  anybody  else,  in  some  speech  made  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  or  on  the  hustings  by 
Mr.  Garfield." 

U[X>n  Jan.  14,  1880,  (jen.  Garfield  was  elected  to 
the  U.  S.  Senate,  and  on  the  eighth  of  June,  of  the 
same  year,  was  nominated  as  the  candidate  of  his 
party  for  President  at  the  great  Chicago  Convention. 
He  was  elected  in  the  following  November,  and  on 
March  4,  iS8r,  was  inaugurated.  Probably  no  ad- 
ministration ever  opened  its  existence  under  brighter 
auspices  than  that  of  President  Garfield,  and  every 
day  it  grew  in  favo:  with  the  peo))le,  and  by  the  first 
of  July  he  had  completed  all  the  initiatory  and  pre- 
liminary work  of  his  administration  and  was  prepar- 
ing to  leave  the  city  to  meet  his  friends  at  Williams 
College.  While  on  his  way  and  at  the  depot,  in  com- 
pany with  Secretary  Blaine,  a  man  stepped  behind 
him,  drew  a  revolver,  and  fired  directly  at  his  back. 
The  President  tottered  and  fell,  and  as  lie  did  so  the 
assassin  fired  a  second  shot,  the  bullet  cutting  the 
left  coat  sleeve  of  his  victim,  but  inflicting  no  further 
injury.  It  has  been  very  truthfully  said  that  this  was 
"  the  shot  that  was  heard  round  the  world  "  Never 
before  in  the  history  of  the  Nation  had  anything  oc- 
curred which  so  nearly  froze  the  blood  of  the  peop"? 
for  the  moment,  as  this  awful  deed.  He  was  smit- 
ten on  the  brightest,  gladdest  day  of  all  his  life,  and 
was  at  the  summit  of  his  power  and  hope.  For  eighty 
days,  all  during  the  hot  months  of  July  and  August, 
he  lingered  and  suffered.  He,  however,  remained 
master  of  himself  till  the  last,  and  by  his  magnificent 
bearing  w'as  teaching  the  country  and  the  woild  the 
noblest  of  liiunan  lessons — how  to  live  grandly  in  the 
very  clutch  of  death.  Great  in  life,  he  was  surpass- 
ingly great  in  death.  He  passed  serenely  away  Sept. 
19,  1883,  at  Elberon,  N.  J,  on  the  very  bank  of  the 
ocean,  where  he  had  been  taken  shortly  previous.  The 
world  wept  at  his  death,  as  it  never  had  done  on  the 
death  of  any  other  man  who  had  ever  lived  upon  it. 
The  murderer  was  duly  tried,  found  guilty  and  exe- 
cuted, in  one  year  after  he  committ-^d  the  foul  deed. 
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HESTER      A.      ARTHUR, 

e^_  twenty-first    Presi'^.^m   of  the 

^"^  United   States    was    born    in 

F  riinklin  Cour  ty,  Vermont,  on 

«    thefiftliofOdobcr,  18^0,  andis 

V  '•,,*/    the  oldest   of  a    family    of  two 

sons  and    five   daughters.     His 

father  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  William 

Arthur,  a  Baptistd  ,rgyman,  who 

emigrated   to   tb.s  country  fro'n 

the  county  Antrim,   Ireland,   in 

his  i8tH  year,  and  died  in  1875,  in 

Newtonville,    neai    Albany,   after  a 

long  and  successful  ministry. 

Young  Arthur  was  educated  at 
Union  College,  S(  henectady,  where 
he  excelled  in  all  his  studies.  Af- 
ter his  graduation  he  taught  school 
In  in  Vermont  for  two  years,  and  at 
Js  the  expiration  cf  that  time  came  to 
™iv/  New  York,  with  $500  in  his  pocket, 
%W  and  entered  the  office  of  ex-Judge 
^  E.  D.  Culver  as  student.  After 
1  being  admitted  to  the  bar  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  his  intimate  friend  and  room-mate, 
Henry  D.  Gardiner,  with  the  intention  of  practicing 
ip.  the  West,  and  for  three  months  they  roamed  about 
in  the  Western  States  in  search  of  an  eligible  site, 
but  in  the  end  returned  to  New  York,  where  tliey 
hung  out  their  shingle,  and  entered  upon  a  success- 
ful career  almost  from  the  start.  General  Arthur 
soon  afterward  nwrn^d  the  daughter   of  Lieutenant 


Herndon,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  who  was  lost  at. 
sea.  Congress  voted  a  gold  medal  to  his  widow  in 
recognition  of  the  bravery  he  displayed  on  that  occa- 
sion. Mrs.  Arthur  died  shortly  before  Mr.  Arthur's 
nomination  to  the  Vice  Presidency,  leaving  two 
children. 

Gen.  Arthur  obtained  considerable  legal  celebrity 
in  his  first  great  case,  the  famous  Lemmon  suit, 
brought  to  recover  possession  of  eight  slaves  who  had 
been  declared  free  by  Judge  Paine,  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  New  York  City.  It  was  in  1852  that  Jon, 
athan  Lemmon,  of  Virginia,  went  to  New  York  with 
his  slaves,  intending  to  ship  them  to  Texas,  when 
they  were  discovered  and  freed.  The  Judge  decided 
that  they  could  not  be  held  by  the  owner  under  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law.  A  howl  of  rage  went  up  from 
the  South,  and  the  Virginia  Legislature  authorized  the 
Attorney  General  of  that  State  to  assist  in  an  appeal. 
Wni.  M.  Evarts  and  Chester  A.  Arthur  were  employed 
to  represent  the  People,  and  they  won  their  case, 
which  then  went  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  Charles  O'Conor  here  espoused  the  cause 
of  the  slave-holders,  but  he  too  was  beaten  by  Messrs 
Evarts  and  Arthur,  and  a  long  step  was  taken  toward 
the  emancipation  of  the  black  race. 

Another  great  service  was  rendered  by  General 
Arthur  in  the  same  cause  in  1856.  Lizzie  Jennings, 
a  respectable  colored  woman,  was  put  off  a  Fourth 
Avenue  car  with  violence  after  she  had  paid  her  fare. 
General  Arthur  sued  on  her  behalf,  and  secured  a 
verdict  of  $500  damages.  The  next  day  the  compa- 
ny issued  an  order  to  admit  colored  persons  to  ride 
on  their  cars,  and  the  other  car  companies  quickly 
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followed  their  example.  Before  that  the  Sixth  Ave- 
nue Company  ran  a  few  special  cars  for  colored  per- 
sons and  the  other  lines  refused  to  let  them  ride  at  all. 

General  Arthur  was  a  delegate  to  the  Convention 
at  Saratoga  that  founded  the  Republican  party. 
Previous  to  the  war  he  was  Judge-Advocate  of  the 
Second  Brigade  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  Gov- 
ernor Morgan,  of  that  State,  appointed  hmi  Engineer- 
in-Chief  of  his  staff.  In  1861,  he  was  made  Inspec- 
tor General,  and  soon  afterward  became  Quartermas- 
ter-General. In  each  of  these  offices  he  rendered 
great  service  to  the  Government  during  the  war.  At 
the  end  of  Governor  Morgan's  term  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  the  law,  forming  a  partnership  with  Mr. 
Ransom,  and  then  Mr.  Phelps,  the  District  Attorney 
of  New  Yoik,  was  added  to  the  firm.  The  legal  prac- 
tice of  this  vifell-known  firm  was  very  large  and  lucra- 
tive, each  of  the  gentlemen  composing  it  were  able 
lawyers,  and  possessed  a  splendid  local  reputation,  if 
not  indeed  one  of  national  extent. 

He  always  took  a  leading  part  in  State  and  city 
politics.  He  was  apixjinted  Collector  of  the  Port  of 
New  York  by  President  Grant,  Nov.  21  1872,  to  suc- 
ceed Thomas  Murphy,  and  held  the  office  until  July, 
■20,  1878,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Collector  Merritt. 

Mr.  Arthur  was  nominated  on  the  Presidential 
ticket,  with  Gen.  James  A.  Garfield,  at  the  famous 
National  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago  in 
June,  tSSo.  This  was  perhaps  the  greatest  political 
convention  that  ever  assembled  on  the  continent.  It 
was  comjx)sed  of  the  Jsading  politicians  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  all  able  men,  and  each  stood  firm  and 
fought  vigorously  and  with  signal  tenacity  for  their 
respective  candidates  that  were  before  the  conven- 
tion for  the  nomination.  Finally  Gen.  Garfield  re- 
ceived the  nomination  for  President  and  Gen.  Arthur 
for  Vice-President.  The  campaign  which  followed 
was  one  of  the  most  animated  known  in  the  history  of 
our  country.  Gen.  Hancock,  the  standard-bearer  of 
the  Democratic  party,  was  a  popular  man,  and  his 
party  made  a  valiant  fight  for  his  election. 

Finally  the  election  came  and  the  country's  choice 
was  Garfield  and  Arthur.  They  were  inaugurated 
March  4,  1881,  as  President  and  Vice-President. 
A  few  months  only  had  passed  ere  the  newly  chosen 
President  was  the  victim  of  the  assassin's  bullet.  Then 
came  terrible  weeks  of  suffering, — those  moments  of 
anxious  suspense,  when  the  hearts  of  all  civilized  na- 


tions were  throbbing  in  unison,  longing  for  the  re 
covery  of  the  noble,  the  good  President.  The  remark- 
able patience  that  he  manifested  during  those  hours 
and  weeks,  and  even  months,  of  the  most  terrible  suf- 
fering man  has  often  been  called  upon  to  endure,  was 
seemingly  more  than  human.  It  was  certainly  God- 
like. During  all  this  period  of  deepest  anxiety  Mr. 
Arthur's  every  move  was  watched,  and  be  it  said  to  his 
credit  that  his  every  action  displayed  only  an  earnest 
desire  that  the  suffering  Garfield  might  recover,  to 
serve  the  remainder  of  the  term  he  had  so  auspi- 
ciously begun.  Not  a  selfish  feeling  was  manifested 
in  deed  or  look  of  this  man,  even  though  the  most 
honored  position  in  the  world  was  at  any  moment 
likely  to  fall  to  him. 

At  last  God  in  his  mercy  relieved  President  Gar- 
field from  further  suffering,  and  the  world,  as  never 
before  in  its  history  over  the  death  of  any  other 
man,  wept  at  his  bier.  Then  it  became  the  duty  of 
the  Vice  President  to  j-ssume  the  responsibilities  of 
the  high  office,  and  he  took  the  oath  in  New  York, 
Sept.  20,  1881.  The  jxisition  was  an  embarrassing 
one  to  him,  made  doubly  so  from  the  facts  that  all 
eyes  were  on  him,  anxious  to  know  what  he  would  do, 
what  policy  he  would  pursue,  and  who  he  would  se- 
lect as  advisers.  The  duties  of  the  office  had  been 
greatly  neglected  during  the  President's  long  illness, 
and  many  important  measures  were  to  be  immediately 
decided  by  him ;  and  still  farther  to  embarrass  him  he 
did  not  fail  to  realize  under  what  circumstances  he 
became  President,  and  knew  the  feelings  of  many  on 
this  point.  Under  these  trying  circumstances  President 
Arthur  took  the  reins  of  the  Government  in  his  own 
hands ;  and,  as  embarrassing  as  were  the  condition  of 
affairs,  he  happily  surprised  the  nation,  acting  so 
wisely  that  but  few  criticised  his  administration. 
He  served  the  nation  well  and  faithfully,  until  the 
close  of  his  administration,  March  4,  1885,  and  was 
a  popular  candidate  before  his  party  for  a  second 
term.  His  name  was  ably  presented  before  the  con- 
vention at  Chicago,  and  was  received  with  great 
favor,  and  doubtless  but  for  the  personal  popularity 
of  one  of  the  opposing  candidates,  he  would  have 
been  selected  as  the  standard-bearer  of  his  party 
for  another  campaign.  He  retired  to  private  life  car- 
rying with  him  the  best  wishes  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, whom  he  had  served  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  them  and  with  credit  to  himself. 
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TEPHEN  GROVER  CLEVE- 
LAND,the  twenty- second  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  was 
born  in  1837,  in  the  obscure 
town  of  Caldwell,  Essex  Co., 
N.  J.,  and  in  a  little  two-and-a- 
-story  white  house  which  is  still 
iding,  characteristically  to  mark 
humble  birth-place  of  one  of 
America's  great  men  in  striking  con- 
trast with  the  Old  World,  where  all 
men  high  in  office  must  be  high  in 
origin  and  born  in  the  cradle  of 
wealth.  When  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  three  years  of  age,  his 
father,  who  was  a  Presbyterian  min- 
ister, with  a  large  family  and  a  small  salary,  moved, 
by  way  o:  the  Hudson  River  and  Erie  Canal,  to 
Fayetteville,  in  search  of  an  increased  income  and  a 
larger  field  of  work.  Fayetteville  was  then  the  most 
straggling  of  country  villages,  about  five  miles  from 
Pompey  Hill,  where  Governor  Seymour  was  bora. 

At  the  last  mentioned  place  young  Grover  com- 
menced going  to  school  in  the  "good,  old-fashioned 
way,"  and  presumably  distinguished  himself  after  the 
manner  of  all  village  boys,  in  doing  the  things  he 
ought  not  to  do.  Such  is  the  distinguishing  trait  of 
all  geniuses  and  independent  thinkers.  Wlien  he 
arrived  at  the  age  of  14  years,  he  had  outgrown  the 
capacity  of  the  village  school  and  expressed  a  most 


emphatic  desire  to  be  sent  to  an  academy.  To  this 
his  father  decidedly  objected.  Academies  in  those 
days  cost  money;  besides,  his  father  wanted  him  to 
become  self-supporting  by  the  quickest  possible 
means,  and  this  at  that  time  in  Fayetteville  seemed 
to  be  a  position  in  a  country  store,  where  his  father 
and  the  large  family  on  his  hands  had  considerable 
influence.  Grover  was  to  be  paid  $50  for  his  services 
the  first  year,  and  if  he  proved  trustworthy  he  was  to 
receive  $1 00  the  second  year.  Here  the  lad  com- 
menced his  career  as  salesman,  and  in  two  years  he 
had  earned  so  good  a  reputation  for  trustworthiness 
that  his  employers  desired  to  retain  him  for  an  in- 
definite length  of  time.  Otherwise  he  did  not  ex- 
hibit as  yet  any  particular  "  flashes  of  genius  "  or 
eccentricities  of  talent.  He  was  simply  a  good  boy. 
But  instead  of  remaining  with  this  firm  in  Fayette- 
ville, he  went  with  the  family  in  their  removal  to 
Clinton,  where  he  had  an  opportunity  of  attending  a 
high  school.  Here  he  industriously  pursued  his 
studies  until  the  family  removed  with  him  to  a  point 
on  Black  River  known  as  the  "  Holland  Patent,"  a 
village  of  500  or  600  people,  15  miles  north  of  Utica, 
N.  Y.  At  this  place  his  father  died,  after  preaching 
but  three  Sundays.  This  event  broke  up  the  family, 
and  Grover  set  out  for  New  York  City  to  accept,  at  a 
small  salary,  the  position  of  "  under-teacher  "  in  an 
asylum  for  the  blind.  He  taught  faithfully  for  two 
years,  and  although  he  obtained  a  good  reputation  in 
this  capacity,  he  concluded  that  teaching  was  not  his 
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calling  for  life,  and,  reversing  the  traditional  order, 
he  left  the  city  to  seek  his  fortune,  instead  of  going 
to  a  city.  He  first  thought  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  as 
ihere  was  some  charm  in  that  name  for  him;  but 
before  proceeding  to  that  place  he  went  to  Buffalo  to 
isk  the  advice  of  his  uncle,  Lewis  F.  Allan,  a  noted 
stock-breeder  of  that  place.  The  latter  did  not 
rpeak  enthusiastically.  "  What  is  it  you  want  to  do, 
myboy.''"  he  asked.  "Well,  sir,  I  want  to  study 
i aw,"  was  the  reply.  "Good  gracious!"  remarked 
ihe  old  gentleman ;  "  do  you,  indeed  ?  What  ever  put 
that  into  your  head.'  How  much  money  have  you 
got.'"  '■Well,  sir,  to  tell  the  truth,  I  haven't  got 
any. 

After  a  long  consultation,  his  uncle  offered  him  a 
p'ace  temporarily  as  assistant  herd-keeper,  at  $50  a 
year,  while  he  could  "  look  around."  One  day  soon 
afterward  he  boldly  walked  into  the  office  of  Rogers, 
Bowen  &  Rogers,  of  Buffalo,  and  told  Ihem  what  he 
wanted.  A  number  of  young  men  were  already  en- 
gaged in  the  office,  but  Grover's  persistency  won,  and 
ne  was  finally  permitted  to  come  as  an  office  boy  and 
nave  the  use  of  the  law  library,  for  the  nominal  sum 
of  $3  or  $4  a  week.  Out  of  this  he  had  to  pay  for 
his  board  and  washing.  Tiie  walk  to  and  from  his 
uncle's  was  a  long  and  rugged  one;  and,  although 
the  first  winter  was  a  memorably  severe  one,  his 
shoes  were  out  of  repair  and  his  overcoat — he  had 
none — yet  he  was  nevertheless  prompt  and  regular. 
On  the  first  day  of  his  service  here,  his  senior  em- 
ployer threw  down  a  copy  of  Blackstone  before  him 
with  a  bang  that  made  the  dust  fly,  saying  "That's 
where  they  all  begin."  A  titter  ran  around  the  little 
circle  of  clerks  and  students,  as  they  thought  that 
was  enough  to  scare  young  Grover  out  of  his  plans; 
Dut  in  due  time  he  mastered  that  cumbersome  volume. 
Tlien,  as  ever  afterward,  however,  Mr.  Cleveland 
exhibited  a  talent  for  executiveness  rather  than  for 
chasing  principles  through  all  their  metaphysical 
possibilities.  "  Let  us  quit  talking  and  go  and  do 
X,"  was  practically  his  motto. 

The  first  public  office  to  which  Mr.  Cleveland  was 
eiected  was  that  of  Sheriff  of  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in 
which  Buffalo  is  situated;  and  in  such  capacity  it  fell 
io  his  duty  to  inflict  cajjital  pi-'.Ishment  upon  two 
caminals.  In  iS8i  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Buffalo,  o'l  the  Democratic  ticket,  vvith  es- 
pecial reference  to  the  bringing  about  certain  reforms 


in  the  administration  of  the  municipal  affairs  of  that 
city.  In  this  office,  as  well  as  that  of  Sheriff,  his 
performance  of  duty  has  generally  been  considered 
fair,  with  possibly  a  few  exceptions  which  were  fer- 
reted out  and  magnified  during  the  last  Presidential 
campaign.  As  a  specimen  of  his  plain  language  in 
a  veto  message,  we  quote  from  one  vetoing  an  iniqui- 
tous street-cleaning  contract:  "This  is  a  time  for 
plain  speech,  and  my  objection  to  your  action  shall 
be  plainly  stated.  I  regard  it  as  the  culmination  of 
a  mos  bare-faced,  impudent  and  shameless  scheme 
to  betray  the  interests  of  the  people  and  to  worse 
than  squander  the  people's  money."  The  New  York 
Sun  afterward  very  highly  commended  Mr.  Cleve- 
land's administration  as  Mayor  of  Buffalo,  and  there- 
upon recommended  him  for  Governor  of  the  Empire 
State.  To  the  latter  office  he  was  elected  in  1882, 
and  his  administration  of  the  affairs  of  State  was 
generally  satisfactory.  The  mistakes  he  made,  if 
any,  were  made  very  public  throughout  the  nation 
after  he  was  nominated  for  President  of  the  United 
States.  For  this  high  office  he  was  nominated  July 
II,  1884,  by  the  National  Democratic  Convention  at 
Chicago,  when  other  competitors  were  Thomas  F. 
Bayard,  Roswell  P.  Flower,  Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 
Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Allen  G.  Thurman,  etc.:  and  he 
was  elected  by  the  people,  by  a  majority  of  about  a 
thousand,  over  the  brilliant  and  long-tried  Repub-- 
lican  statesman,  James  G.  Blaine.  President  Cleve- 
land resigned  his  office  as  Governor  of  New  York  in 
January,  18S5,  in  order  to  prepare  for  his  duties  as 
the  Chief  Executive  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
capacity  his  term  commenced  at  noon  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1885.  For  his  Cabinet  officers  he  selected 
the  following  gentlemen:  For  Secretary  of  State, 
Thomas  F.  Bayard,  of  Delaware ;  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  Daniel  Manning,  of  New  York ;  Secretary 
of  War,  William  C.  Endicott,  of  Massachusetts ; 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  William  C.  Whitney,  of  New 
York ;  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar,  of 
Mississippi;  Postmaster-General,  William  F.  Vilas, 
of  Wisconsin ;  Attorney-General,  A.  H.  Garland,  of 
Arkansas. 

The  silver  question  precipitated  a  controversy  be- 
tween those  who  were  in  favor  of  the  continuance  of 
silver  coinage  and  those  who  were  opposed,  Mr. 
Cleveland  answering  for  the  latter,  even  before  his 
inauguration. 
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BENJAMIN   HARRISON,  the 

t,wenty-tliii(l  I'lcsidoiit,  is 
the  descendant  of  one  of  the 
historical  families  of  this 
country.  The  head  of  tlie 
family  was  a  ]Major(!encral 
Harrison,  one  of  Oliver 
ih\  fiij^r         ^  Cromwell's  trusted   follow- 

ers and  fighters.  In  the  zenith  of  Croni- 
^1  .well's  power  it  became  the  duty  of  this 
'^3  Harrison  to  participate  in  the  trial  of 
■t^  Charles  I,  and  afterward  to  sign  the 
death  warrant  of  the  king.  He  subse- 
quently paid  for  this  willi  his  life,  being 
hung  Oct.  13,  16G0.  His  descendants 
came  to  America,  and  the  next  of  the 
family  that  appears  in  history  is  Benja- 
!:;in  Harrison,  of  Virginia, great-grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and 
after  wbom  he  was  named.  Benjamin  Harrison 
was  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress  during 
the  years  1 774-5-0,  and  was  one  of  tlie  original 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  He 
was  three  times  elected  Governor  of  Virginia. 
Gen-  William  Henry   Harrison,  the  son  of  the 


distinguished  patriot  of  the  Revolution,  after  a  suc- 
cessful career  as  a  soldier  during  the  War  of  1812, 
and  with -a  clean  record  as  Governor  of  the  North- 
western Territory,  was  elected  President  of  the 
United  States  in  1840.  His  career  was  cut  short 
by  dc.ith  within  one  month  ifter  'ais  inauguration. 
President  Harrison  war  born  at  North  Bend, 
Hamilton  Co.,  Ohio,  Aug.  '^O,  1833,  His  life  up  to 
tlie  time  of  his  graduation  by  the  Miami  University, 
at  Oxford,  Ohio,  was  the  uneventful  one  of  a  coun- 
try lad  of  a  family  of  small  means.  His  fathc-  was 
able  to  give  him  a  good  education,  and  nothmg 
more.  He  became  engaged  while  at  college  to  tin 
daughter  of  Dr.  Scott,  Principal  of  a  female  schoo 
at  Oxford.  After  graduating  he  determined  to  en- 
ter upon  the  study  of  the  law.  He  went  to  Ciii 
oinnati  and  then  read  law  for  two  years.  At  tht 
expiration  of  that  time  young  Harrison  received  tb", 
only  inheritance  of  his  life;  his  aunt  dying  left  him 
a  lot  valued  at  $800.  He  regarded  this  legacy  as  & 
fortune,  and  decided  to  get  married  at  once,  <ak3 
this  money  and  go  to  some  Eastern  town  an'  be- 
gin the  practice  of  law.  He  sold  his  lot,  and  with 
the  money  in  his  pocket,  he  started  out  wita  his 
young  wife  to  fight  for  a  place  in  the  world,     tie 
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decided  to  go  to  Indianapolis,  which  was  even  at 
that  time  a  town  of  promise.  lie  met  with  slight 
encouragement  at  first,  making  scarcely  anj-thing 
the  first  j-ear.  He  worked  diligently,  appl3-ing  him- 
self closely  to  his  calling,  built  up  an  extensive 
practice  and  took  a  leading  rank  in  the  legal  pro- 
I'ession.     He  is  the  father  of  two  children. 

In  18G0  Mr.  Harrison  was  nominated  for  tiie 
•position  of  Supreme  Court  Reporter,  and  then  be- 
gan his  experience  as  a  stump  speake;  He  can- 
vassed the  State  thoroughl}-,  and  was  elected  by  a 
handsome  majority.  In  18G2  he  raised  the  17th 
Indiana  Infantry-,  and  was  chosen  its  Colonel.  His 
regiment  was  composed  of  the  rawest  of  material, 
nut  Col.  Harrison  employed  all  his  time  at  first 
mastering  military  tactics  and  drilling  his  men, 
when  he  therefore  came  to  move  toward  the  E.ast 
with  Sherman  his  regiment  was  one  of  the  best 
'drilled  and  organized  in  the  army.  At  Resaca  he 
especially  distinguished  himself,  and  for  his  bravery 
■^.t  Peachtree  Creek  he  was  made  a  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral, Gen.  Hooker  speaking  of  him  in  the  most 
complimentary  terms. 

During  the  absence  of  Gen.  Harrison  in  the  field 
ho  Supreme  Court  declared  the  office  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  Reporter  vacant,  and  another  person 
v.'ap  elected  to  the  position.  From  tin-  time  of  leav- 
irg  Indiana  with  his  regiment  until  the  fall  of  18G4 
he  iiad  taken  no  leave  of  absence,  but  having  been 
nominated  that  year  for  the  same  office,  ho  got  a 
thirty-day  leave  of  absence,  and  during  that  time 
made  a  brilliant  canvass  of  the  State,  and  was  elected 
for  another  terra.  He  then  started  to  rejoin  Sher- 
man, but  on  the  way  was  stricken  dov,-n  with  scarlet 
:ever,  and  after  a  most  trying  siege  made  his  way 
to  the  front  in  time  to  participate  in  the  closing 
'xcidents  of  the  war. 

In  1868  Gen.  Harrison  declined  r,  re-election  as 
■eporter,  and  resumed  the  practice  of  law.  In  1876 
£6  was  a  candidate  for  Governor.  Although  de- 
eated,  the  brilliant  campaign  he  made  won  for  him 
a  National  reputation,  and  he  was  much  sought,  es- 
peciaLy  in  the  East,  to  make  speeches.  In  1880, 
as  usual,  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  campaign, 
und  w;.-:  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate.  Here 
be  served  six  years,  and  -"as  known  as  one  o(  the 
»l>Icst  men,  best  lawyer*^  ..nd  strong^s^   debateig  in 


that  body.  With  the  expiration  of  his  Senatorial 
term  he  returned  to  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
becoming  the  head  of  one  of  the  strongest  firms  in 
the  State. 

The  political  campaign  of  1888  was  one  of  the 
most  memorable  in  the  history  of  our  country.  The 
convention  which  assembled  in  Chicago  in  June  and 
named  Mr.  Harrison  as  the  chief  standard  bearer 
of  the  Republican  party,  w.as  great  in  everj'  partic- 
ular, and  on  this  account,  and  the  attitude  it  as- 
sumed u^on  the  vital  questions  of  the  d.ay,  chief 
among  which  w.as  the  tariff,  awoke  a  deep  interest 
in  the  campaign  throughout  the  Nation.  Shortly 
after  the  nomination  delegations  began  to  visit  Mr. 
Harrison  at  Indianapolis,  his  home.  This  move- 
ment became  popular,  and  from  all  sections  of  ths 
country  societies,  clubs  and  delegations  journeyed 
thiliier  to  jDay  their  respects  to  tlie  distinguished 
statesman.  The  popularity  of  these  was  greatly 
increased  on  account  of  the  remarkable  si)ceches 
made  by  Mr.  Harrison.  He  spoke  daily  all  through 
the  summer  and  autumn  to  these  visiting  delega- 
tions, and  so  varied,  masterly'  and  eloquent  were 
his  speeches  that  they  at  once  placed  him  in  the 
foremost  rank  of  American  orators  and  statesmen. 

On  account  of  his  eloquence  as  a  speaker  and  his 
power  as  a  debater,  he  was  called  ufion  at  an  un- 
conimonly  early  age  to  take  part  in  the  discussion 
of  the  great  questions  that  then  began  t  j  agitate 
the  country.  He  was  an  uncompromising  anti 
slavery  man,  and  was  matched  against  some  of  tl:e 
most  eminent  Democratic  speakers  of  his  State. 
No  man  who  felt  tlie  touch  of  his  blade  de.  ired  to 
be  iiitted  with  him  .again.  "Willi  all  his  eloq-'ence 
as  an  orator  he  never  spoke  for  oratorical  etfect. 
but  his  words  always  went  like  bullets  to  the  mark 
He  is  purely  American  in  his  ideas  and  is  a  spier 
did  type  of  the  American  st.atesman.  Gifted  witl. 
quick  perception,  a  logical  mind  and  a  read\-  tongue, 
he  is  one  of  the  most  distinguislicd  inii)r(imptu 
speakers  in  the  Nation.  Many  of  these  siieeches 
sparkled  with  the  rarest  of  eloquence  and  contained 
ai-guments  of  greatest  weight.  Many  of  his  terse 
statements  have  already  become  aphorisms.  Origi- 
nal in  thought,  precise  in  logic,  terse  in  statement, 
yet  withal  faultless  in  eloquence,  he  is  recognized  as 
the  sound  statesman  and  brilUan"  orator  o    iac  day 
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NSP:L  BRTGGS,  the  first 
flcntleman  ehosen  to  fill  the 
qnliernntorial  chair  of  Iowa 
after  its  organization  as  a 
State,  was  a  native  of  Ver- 
mont, and  was  born  Feb.  3, 
l'S(>('>.  1  lis  parents,  who  likewise 
wei-e  >i'ew  Knglanders,  were  Ben- 
jamin and  Kleeta  Briggs.  The 
boyJK.iod  <.)f  onr  sul)ject  was 
passed  in  his  native  State,  and  in  at- 
L'ndance  upon  the  common  schools 
he  received  a  fair  education  which 
was  snbseqnentl}'  improved  l\y  a 
ti'rni  at  N(jrwicli  Acadeiny.  When 
a  young  man  he  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Cambridge,  Guernsey  Co.,  Ohio,  where 
young  Briggs  engaged  in  the  work  of  establishing 
stage  lines.  He  also  liere  ondjarked  in  political 
affairs  and  as  a  Whig  run  for  the  office  of  County 
Ar.dlbir  Init  was  defeated  by  John  Ferguson,  a 
.lacksun  Ijcniocrat. 

After  remaining  in  Ohio  for  six  years,  the  glow- 
ing accounts  of  the  fair  fields  and  the  fertile  prairies 
of  the  Territory  of  Ljwa,  led  lym  \vestward  across 
t'.-.e  Father  fif  Waters.  He  had  previously  imited 
i.i;  forti-nes  in  life  with  Nancy  M.  Dunlap,  daugh- 
tei  (,f  Jlajor  Dunlap,  an  ollicer  in  the  War  of  1812. 
Kveii  prior  to  this  marriage  he  had  chosen  a  wife, 
f,  lady  who  was  liorn  on  the  same  day  and  year  as 
himself,  but.  nf  wIkiui  lie  was  soon  bereft.  He 
wrought  with  liim  \i>  I<i\\a  his  little  family  and  lo- 
tated  at  Andn^u-    ;..    i^-lrson   'J'.iujitv.     See''>o:  the 


opportunity  here  for  resuming  his  former  business, 
he  began  opening  up  stage  lines,  frequently  driving 
the  old  stage  coach  himself.  He  made  several  con- 
tracts witli  the  Postofflce  Department  for  carrying 
the  United  States  mails  weekly  between  Dubuque 
and  Davenport,  Dubuque  and  Iowa  City  anil  otliei 
routes,  thus  opening  uyt  and  carrying  on  a  very  im- 
portant enteri)rise.  Politically,  Gov.  Briggs  was  a 
Democrat,  and  on  coming  to  Iowa  identified  him- 
self with  that  party.  In  1842  he  was  chosen  a 
member  of  the  Territorial  House  of  Representatives 
from  Jackson  Count}',  and  subsequently  was  elected 
Sheriff  of  the  same  county.  He  had  taken  a  lead- 
ing part  in  public  affairs,  and  upon  the  formation  of 
the  State  Government  in  184(j,  he  became  a  prom- 
inent candidate  for  Governor,  and  though  his  com- 
petitors in  his  own  part}'  were  distinguished  and 
well-known  citizens,  Mr.  Briggs  received  the  nom- 
ination. The  convention  was  held  in  Iowa  City, 
on  Thursday,  Sept.  24,  1846,  and  assembled  to 
nominate  State  oflicers  and  two  Congi'essmen.  It 
was  called  to  order  by  F.  D.  Mills,  of  Des  Moines 
County.  William  Thompson,  of  Henry  County, 
presided,  and  J.  T.  Fales,  of  Dubuque,  was  Secre- 
tary. Tho  vote  for  Governor  in  the  convention 
stood:  Briggs,  sixty-two;  Jesse  Williams,  thirty- 
two,  and  William  Thompson,  thirty-one.  The  two 
latter  withdrew,  and  Briggs  was  then  choi^en  liy  ac- 
clamation. Elisha  Cutler,  Jr.,  of  Van  Buren  Coun- 
ty, was  nominated  for  Secretary  of  State ;  Joseph 
T.  Fales,  of  Linn,  for  Auditor,  and  Morgan  Reno, 
of  Johnson,  for  Treasurer.  S.  C.  Hastings  and 
SheDerd  Leffler  were  nominated  for  C  jngress.     Tlie 
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i-'lpetirm  was  held  Oct.  28,  1840,  the  entire  Denio- 
eratic  ticket  being  successful.  Briggs  received 
7,020  v<ites  and  his  competitor,  Thomas  McKnight, 
the  Whig-  candidate,  7,379,  givhig  Briggs  a  major- 
ity of  247. 

The  principal  question  lietween  the  two  leading 
parties,  the  Democratic  and  the  Wliig.  at  tliis  period, 
f.'as  tliat  of  the  Ijanking  sj'stem.  It  is  related  that 
i  sliort  time  prior  to  the  meeting  of  the  conven- 
tion wliicli  iKiniinated  Mr.  Briggs,  that  in  offering 
I  toast  at  a  banquet,  he  struclc  the  key-note  wliich 
rtiade  lum  the  popular  man  of  tlie  hour.  lie  said, 
"No  banks  lint  earth  and  tliey  well  tilled."  This 
was  at  once  caught  up  by  his  party  and  it  did  more 
to  secure  him  the  nomination  than  anything  else. 
His  administration  was  one  void  of  any  special  in- 
terest. He  labored  in  iiarmonious  accord  with  his 
party,  3'et  frequently  exhiliited  an  independence  of 
principle,  characteristic  of  liis  nature.  The  Mis- 
souri boundary  question  which  caused  a  great  deal 
of  excited  controversy  at  this  period,  and  even  a 
determination  to  resort  to  arms,  was  handled  liy 
liim  with  great  ability. 

On  his  election  as  Executive  of  the  State,  (lov. 
Briggs  sold  out  his  mail  contract,  but  after  the  ex- 
^jiration  of  his  term  of  service  he  continued  his 
lesidence  in  Jackson  County.  In  1870  he  removed 
to  Council  151uffs.  lie  had  visited  the  western 
jiart  of  the  State  lief  ore  the  day  of  railroads  in  that 
section,  making  the  trip  by  carriage.  On  tlie  occa- 
sion he  enrolled  himself  as  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  town  of  Florence  on  the  Nebraska  side  of  the 
river  and  six  miles  above  Council  Bluffs,  and  wliicli 
for  a  time  was  a  vigorous  rival  of  (.)nialia.  Dui- 
ing  tlie  mining  excitement,  in  1800,  he  made  a  trip 
to  Colorado,  and  three  years  later,  in  comiiany 
witli  his  son  .Inhn  and  a  large  party,  went  to 
Montana,    where    he     remained     until     the     year 


18t)iJ,    when    he    returned    to    liis   liome  in    Iowa. 

As  above  stated,  Gov.  Briggs  was  twice  married, 
his  first  wife  being  his  coinpanicm  for  •  brief  time 
only.  His  secon<l  wife  l)(>ri'  liini  eiglit  ciiildren,  all 
of  whom  died  in  infancy  save  two,  and  of  these  lat- 
ter, Ansel,  Jr.,  died  May  15,  1807,  aged  twenty- 
five  years.  John  S.  Briggs,  the  only  survivor  of 
the  family,  is  editor  of  the  Iilnho  Herakl.  published 
at  Blackfoot,  Idaho  Territory.  Mrs.  Briggs  died 
Dec.  30,  1847,  while  lier  lui>liand  was  Governor  of 
the  State.  She  was  a  devoted  Christian  lady,  a 
strict  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Cluirch,  and  a 
woman  of  strong  domestic  tastes.  Slie  was  highly 
educated,  and  endowed  l)y  nature  with  that 
womanly  tact  and  grace  whicli  enabled  her  to  adorn 
the  high  position  lier  liusband  had  attained. 
.Slie  dispensed  a  bounteous  iuispitality,  though  her 
home  was  in  a  log  house,  and  was  highly  esteemed 
and  admired  ))y  ;ill  who  met  lier. 

Gov.  Briggs  went  in  and  out  among  his  people 
for  many  years  after  his  retirement  from  the  execu- 
tive office,  and  even  after  his  return  from  the  Mon- 
tana  expedition.  He  was  admired  ft)r  his  able 
services  rendered  so  unsellishly  during  the  pioneer 
period  of  the  now  great  and  populous  State.  His 
last  illness,  ulceration  of  the  stomach,  was  of  brief 
duration,  lasting  only  five  weeks,  indeed  only  three 
days  before  his  death  he  was  able  to  be  out.  His 
demise  occurred  at  the  residence  of  his  son,  John 
S.  Briggs,  in  Omaha,  Neb.,  at  half-past  three  of  the 
morning  of  May  5,  1881.  His  death  was  greatly 
mourned  all  over  the  State.  Ui)on  the  following 
day,  (iov.  Gear  issued  a  proclamation  reciting  his 
services  to  the  State,  ordering  lialf-liour  guns  to  be 
lired  and  the  national  (lag  on  the  State  capitol  to 
))('  put  at  lialf-mast  during  the  day  upon  which 
the  funcial  was  held,  which  was  the  following  Sun- 
day succeeding  his  death. 
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TEPHEN  HEMPSTEAD,  sec 

oinl  Governor  of  Iowa,  is  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  where, 
at  New  London,  he  was  bom 
Oct.  1,  1812.  He  resided  in 
that  .State  with  his  parents 
until  1828,  when  the  family' 
came  West,  locating  upon  a  farm 
near  .Saint  Louis.  This  was  the 
home  of  young  .Stephen  until  1830, 
when  he  went  to  Galena,  HI.,  where 
he  served  in  the  capacity  of  a  clerk 
in  a  commission  house  for  a  time. 
He  was  there  during  the  exciting 
period  of  the  Black  PLawk  troubles, 
and  was  an  officer  in  an  artillery 
company  which  had  been  <jrganized  for  the  protec- 
tion of  Galena.  After  the  defeat  of  Black  Hawk 
r.iu  the  consequent  termination  of  Indian  trfnibles, 
he  entered  the  Illinois  College  at  Jacksonville, 
where  he  remained  for  about  two  years.  On  ac- 
eoui-'  of  difficulties  which  he  got  into  about 
sectr:'iani.;n  and  aliolitionism,  he  left  the  college 
anf'i  rc-f.rned  to  iNIissouri.  He  shortly  afterward 
entered  the  office  of  Charles  S.  Hempstead,  a  prom- 
inent lawyer  of  Galena,  and  began  the  study  of  the 
profession  in  which  he  afterward  became  quite  x^ro- 


ficient.  In  183G  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  all 
the  courts  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  which  at 
the  time  embraced  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  and  the 
same  year  located  at  Dubuque,  being  the  first  law- 
yer who  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  that 
place. 

As  might  be  expected  in  a  territory  but  thinly 
populated,  but  one  which  was  rapidly  settling  up, 
the  services  of  an  able  attorney  would  be  in  de- 
mand in  order  to  draft  the  laws.  Upon  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Territorial  Government  of  Iowa  in 
1838,  he  was,  with  Gen.  Warner  Lewis,  elected  to 
represent  the  northern  portion  of  the  Territory  in 
the  Legislative  Council,  which  assembled  in  Bur- 
lington that  year.  He  was  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee .Judiciary,  and  at  the  second  session  of  that 
body  was  elected  its  President.  He  was  again 
elected  a  member  of  the  Council,  in  1845,  over 
which  he  also  presided.  In  1844  he  was  elected 
one  of  the  delegates  of  Dubuque  Countj',  for  the 
first  convention  to  frame  a  constitution  for  the 
State.  In  1848,  in  company  with  Judge  Cnarles 
Mason  and  W.  G.  Woodward,  he  was  appointed 
by  the  Legislature  Commissioner  to  revise  the  Laws 
of  the  State,  which  revision,  with  a  few  amend- 
ments, was  .adopted  as  the  code  of  Iowa  in  1S,H. 

In  1850  Mr.  Hempstead  was  elected  Governor  of 


116 


STEPHEN  HEMPSTEAD. 


the  State,  and  served  with  abilitj-  for  four  years, 
that  being  the  full  term  under  the  Constitution  at 
the  time.  lie  received  13,480  votes  against  11,- 
403  cast  for  his  opponent,  James  L.  Thompson. 
After  the  vote  had  been  canvassed  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  inform  the  Governor-elect  that 
the  two  Houses  of  the  Legislature  were  ready  to  re- 
ceive him  in  joint  convention,  in  order  that  he 
might  receive  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. Gov.  Hempstead,  accompanied  by  the  retir- 
ing Executive,  Gov.  Briggs,  the  Judges  of  the  .Su- 
jiicme  Court  and  the  officers  of  State,  entered  the 
hall  of  the  House  where  the  Governor-elect  deliv- 
ered his  inaugural  message,  after  which  the  oath 
was  administered  by  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Su- 
preme Court.  This  was  an  important  period  in  the 
history  of  the  State,  being  at  a  time  when  the  pub- 
lic affairs  were  assuming  definite  shape,  and  indeed 
it  was  what  might  be  termed  the  formative  period. 
The  session  of  the  Legislature  j)assed  many  import- 
ant acts  which  were  approved  by  the  Governor,  and 
during  his  term  there  were  fifty-two  new  counties 
ormed.  Gov.  Hempstead  in  his  message  to  the 
Fourth  General  Assembly  in  December,  18.52, 
stated  that  among  other  things,  the  population  of 
the  State  according  to  the  Federal  census  was  192,- 
214,  and  that  the  State  census  showed  an  increase 
for  one  year  of  37,780.  He  also  stated  that  there- 
sources  of  the  State  for  the  coming  two  years 
would  be  sufficient  to  cancel  all  that  part  of  funded 
debt  which  was  payable  at  its  option. 

Among  the  numerous  counties  organized  was  one 
^jamed  Buncomlie,  which  received  its  name  in  the 
.?ollowing  way :  The  Legislature  wa.s  composed  of  a 
jirgs  majority  favoring  stringent  corporation  laws 
f.iid  the  liabilit}'  of  individual  stockholders  for  cor- 
j>ara'3  debts.  This  sentiment,  on  account  of  the 
3gitati';n  of  railroad  enterprises  then  being  inaugu- 
"i'.ted,  brought  a  lai-ge  number  of  prominent  men 
•o  the  capital.  To  have  an  effect  upon  the  Legis- 
jature,  they  organized  a,  "lobby  Legislatui'c "  and 
:;lccte:l  as  Governor,  Yerplaiik  Van  Antwerp,  who 
•Jclivexsd  to  the  self-constituted  liody  a  lengthy 
message  in  which  he  sharply  criticized  the  regular 
General  Assembly.  Some  of  the  members  of  the 
latter  were  in  the  habit  of  making  long  and  useful 
speeches  mucii   (o  (lie  hindrance  of  business.     To 


these  he  especially  referred,  charging  them  with 
speaking  for  "  Buncombe,"  and  recommended  that 
as  a  lasting  memorial  a  county  should  be  called  by 
that  name.  This  suggestion  was  readily  seized  on 
by  the  Legislature,  and  tiie  county  of  Buncombe 
was  created  with  few  dissenting  voices.  However, 
the  General  Assembly,  in  1862,  changed  the  name 
to  Lj'on,  in  honor  of  Gen.  Nathaniel  Lyon  who  w.as 
killed  in  the  early  part  of  the  Civil  War. 

The  season  of  1851  was  one  of  great  disapiioint- 
ment  to  the  ])ioneers  of  Iowa,  and  much  suffering 
was  the  result  of  the  bad  season  of  that  year.  By 
the  year  1854,  the  State  had  fully  recovered  from 
the  depression  thus  produced,  and  that  year  as  well 
as  the  following,  the  emigration  from  the  East  was 
unprecedented.  The  prairies  of  Illinois  were  lined 
day  after  day  with  a  continuous  caravan  of  emi- 
grants pushing  on  toward  Iowa.  During  a  single 
month  1743  wagons  bound  for  Iowa  passed  through 
Peoria.  So  remarkable  )iad  been  the  intluxof  peo- 
ple into  the  State,  tiiat  in  an  issue  of  the  Burling- 
ton Telegrajih  appeared  the  following  statement: 
"  Twent>'  thousand  emigrants  have  passed  through 
the  city  within  the  last  thirty  days,  and  they  are 
still  crossing  the  Mississippi  at  the  rate  of  600  a  day." 

At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service,  which 
occurred  in  the  latter  pai't  of  the  year  1854,  Gov. 
Hempstead  returned  to  his  old  home  at  Dubuque. 
In  1855  he  was  ek'cte<l  County  Judge  of  Dubuque 
Count}',  and  so  acceptably  did  he  serve  the  iieople 
that  for  twelve  years  he  was  chosen  to  fill  that  posi- 
tion. I'nder  his  administration  the  [jrincipal 
county  building,  including  the  jail,  poorhouse,  as 
well  as  some  valuable  bridges,  were  erected. 
Owing  to  ill-health  he  was  compelled  to  retire  from 
public  life,  passing  the  remainder  of  his  days  in 
quietude  and  repose  at  Did)uque.  There  he  lived 
until  Fel).  10,  1883,  wlien,  at  his  home,  thc'  light  oi" 
his  long  and  eventful  life  went  out.  Tiie  record 
he  has  made,  which  was  an  honorable  and  distin- 
guished one,  was  closed,  :ui(l  Iowa  was  called  u;;on 
to  mourn  the  loss  of  <me  of  her  most  distiuguished 
pioneer  citizens.  He  had  been  an  unusually  useful 
man  of  the  State  and  his  services,  which  were  able 
and  wise,  were  rendere<l  in  that  unselfish  spirit 
wliicli  distinguished  so  many  of  the  early  residents 
of  this  now  prosperous  State. 
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AMES  AV.  O  RIMES,  the 
third  gentleman  tii  fill  the 
^  Executive  Chair  of  the  State 
of  Iowa,  was  Ijurn  in  the 
^!?  town  of  Deering,  Hillsbor- 
ough Co.,  N.  H.,  Oct.  20, 
1816.  His  jiarents,  John  and 
Ellizabeth  (Wilson)  Crimes,  were 
also  natives  of  the  same  town. 
'  i->  The  former  was  born  on  the  11th 
of  August,  1772,  and  the  mother 
March  19,1773.  They  became  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom 
James  was  the  youngest  and  be- 
came one  of  the  most  distinguished 
citizens  of  Iowa.  He  attended  the 
district  schools,  and  in  early  childhood  evinced  an 
unusual  taste  for  learning.  Besides  attending  the 
district  schools,  the  village  pastor  instructed  him 
in  Greek  and  Latin.  After  completing  his  prepar- 
ations for  college,  which  he  did  at  Hampton  Acad- 
emy, he  entered  Dartmouth  College,  in  August, 
1832,  which  was  in  the  sixteenth  3-ear  of  his  age. 
He  was  a  hard  student,  advanced  rapidly,  and  in 
February,  183.5,  bid  adieu  to  the  college  halls,  and 
with  James  Walker,  of  Peterborough,  N.  H.,  he  be- 
gan tb'°  Study  of  his  chosen  profession, 


Feeling  that  his  native  State  afforded  too  limited 
advantages,  and,  in  fact,  being  of  a  rather  aclvent- 
ur<_)us  disjjosition,  as  well  as  ambitious,  he  clesn-ed 
broader  fields  in  which  to  carve  for  himself  a  tort- 
une.  He  accordingly  left  the  home  that  had 
sheltered  him  tlui-ing  his  boyhoocl  days,  and  turn- 
ing his  face  Westward  proceeded  untii  he  had 
crossed  the  great  Father  of  Waters.  It  was  in 
1836,  and  young  Grimes  was  indeed  young  to  tiius 
take  upon  himself  such  resi)onsil)ilities;  but  pos- 
sessing business  tact,  determinaticjii  and  tenacity, 
as  well  as  an  excellent  professional  training,  he  de- 
termined to  open  an  office  in  the  then  new  town  of 
Burlington,  Iowa.  Here  he  hung  out  his  shingle, 
and  ere  long  had  estalilished  a  reputation  which 
extended  far  Ijeyoud  the  confines  of  the  little  city. 

In  April.  1837,  he  was  appointed  City  Solicitor, 
and  entering  upon  the  duties  of  that  office  he 
assisted  in  drawing  up  the  first  police  laws  of  that 
town.  In  1838  he  was  appointed  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and  became  a  law  partner  of  William  W. 
Chai)inan,  United  States  District  Attoriie_y  for 
Wisconsin  Territory.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year 
1841  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Henry  W.  Starr, 
Esq.,  which  continued  twelve  years.  This  firn: 
stood  at  the  head  of  the  legal  profession  in  Iowa. 
Ml".  Grimes  was  widely  liuown  as  a  counselor  with 
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siijierior  kmiwledge  of  the  law,  and  with  a  clear 
sense  of  truth  and  justice.  lie  was  chosen  one  of 
the  Representatives  of  Des  INIoines  County  in  the 
first  Legislative  Assenilily  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa, 
wiiicli  convened  at  liurlington,  Nov.  12,  ls;!K;  in  ; 
the  sixth,  at  Iowa  City,  Dee.  4,  1843;  and  in  the  ' 
fr.v.rth  General  Assembly  of  the  State,  at  Iowa  City, 
Dec.  6,  lfS52.  He  early  took  front  rank  among  the 
public  men  of  Iowa.  He  was  Chairman  of  the 
Judiciary  Committee  in  the  House  of  Rejjrescnta- 
tives  of  the  first  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Ter- 
ritory, and  all  laws  for  the  new  Territory  ])assed 
through  his  hands. 

Mr.  Grimes  had  become  prominently  identified 
with  the  Whig  party,  and  being  distinguishetl  as  an 
able  lawyer,  as  well  as  a  fair-minded,  conscientious 
man,  he  was  a  prominent  candidate  for  Ciovernor 
before  the  convention  which  met  in  February,  1  854. 
It  was  the  largest  convention  of  that  party  ever 
Jield  in  Iowa  and  the  last.  He  was  chosen  as  a  nom- 
inee for  Governor,  was  duly  elected,  and  in  Decem- 
ber, 18.t4,  assumed  the  duties  of  the  ofHee.  Shortly 
after  h.is  election  it  was  proposed  that  he  should  go 
to  the  United  States  Senate,  but  he  gave  his  ad- 
mirers to  understand  that  he  was  determined  to  fill 
t.lie  term  of  oilice  for  which  he  had  been  chosen. 
This  lie  did,  serving  the  full  term  to  the  entire  sat- 
isfaction of  all  parties.  He  was  a  faithful  party 
leader,  and  so  able  were  his  services  that,  while  at 
the  time  of  his  election  as  Governor  Democracy 
reigned  supreme  in  the  State  and  its  representatives 
in  Congress  were  allied  to  the  slave  power,  he 
turned  the  State  over  to  the  Republican  party. 

Ilis  term  of  ofHee  expired  Jan.  14,  18.58,  when 
he  retired  from  the  Executive  Chair,  only,  how- 
ever, to  assume  the  responsibilities  of  a  United 
Sttites  Senator.  LTpon  the  4th  of  March  of  the  fol- 
lowing year  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate  and  was 
pl.aced  upon  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs.  ui)on 
which  lie  remained  during  his  Senatorial  career, 
serving  as  Cliairinan  of  that  important  committee 
from  Deceinl)er,  1864.  Jan.  Ki,  18(14,  Mr.  (irimcs 
was  again  cliosen  to  represent  Iowa  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  receiving  all  but  si.Y  of  the 
votes  of  the  General  Assembly  in  joint  convention. 

His  counsel  was  often  sought  in  matters  of  great 
moment,  and  iu  cases  of  peculiar  difficulty.    Al- 


wa3-s  ready  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  State,  he 
gave,  unsolicited,  land  worth  .i;6,OI)()  to  the  Ccmgre- 
gational  College,  at  Grinnell.  It  constitutes  the 
"  (irimcs  foundation,"  and  "  is  to  be  ajiplicd  to  the 
establishment  and  maintenance  in  Iowa  '_'ollege, 
forever,  of  four  scholarships,  to  be  awardeil  by  the 
Trustees,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  faculty,  to 
the  best  scholars,  and  the  most  promising,  in  any 
department,  who  may  need  and  seek  such  aid,  and 
without  any  regard  to  the  religious  tenets  or  opin- 
ions entertained  by  any  person  seeking  eitlier  of 
said  scholarships."  ThT;se  terms  were  imposed  by 
Mr.  Grimes,  and  assumed  July  20,  1805,  by  the 
Trustees.  He  received  the  honorary-  degree  of 
LL.D.  in  18G5  from  Dartmouth  College,  and  also 
from  Iowa  College.  He  also  aided  in  founding  a 
pul)lic  library  in  Burlington,  donating  ■s5,llOO,  which 
was  expended  in  the  purchase  ()f  costly  books,  and 
subsequently  isent  from  Europe  25('>  volumes  in  the 
German  language,  and  also  contributed  GOO  vol- 
umes of  pulilic  documents. 

In  January,  1>^G9,  he  made  a  donation  of  $5,000 
to  Dartmouth  College,  and  i?!!, 000  to  the  '-Social 
Friend,"  a  literary  society  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber when  in  college. 

His  health  failing,  Mr.  Grimes  sailed  for  Europe, 
April  14,  18G9,  remaining  abroad  two  years, 
reaching  home  Sept.  22,  1871,  aiiparently  in  im- 
proved health  and  spirits.  In  November  he  cele- 
brated his  silver  wedding,  and  spent  the  closing 
months  of  his  life  with  his  family.  He  voted  at 
the  city  election,  Feb.  5,  1872,  and  was  suddenly 
attacked  with  severe  pains  in  the  region  of  the 
heart,  and  died  after  a  few  short  hours  of  intense 
suffering. 

Senator  Grimes  was  united  in  marriage  at  Bur- 
lington, la.,  Nov.  9,  1846,  with  Miss  Sarah  Elizabeth 
Neally.  Mr.  Grimes  stood  in  the  foremost  ranks 
among  the  men  of  his  time,  not  only  in  the  State 
but  of  the  nation.  The  young  attorney  who  left 
the  granite  liills  of  New  Hampshire  for  the  fertile 
prairies  of  the  West,  distinguished  himself  both  as 
an  attorney  and  a  statesman.  His  jiersonal  history 
is  so  inseparably  interwoven  in  that  of  the  history 
of  the  State  that  a  sketch  of  liis  life  is  indeed  but  a 
record  of  the  history  of  his  adopted  State  during 
the  years  of  his  manhood  and  vigor. 
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Pfep^i^   Governor    of    tlie    State    of 

X ElS^v^iSI t  ^     Iowa,   wns    Ixirii   in    Ohio   in 

others  of  the  ilistinyiiisheil 
men  of  Iowa,  came  within  her 
btu'ders  in  early  pioneer 
times.  He  was  a  young  man 
but  a  little  over  thirty  years 
of  age  when  he  crossed  the  great 
Father  of  AVaters,  settling  upon  its 
western  bank  at  the  then  small  vill- 
age of  Muscatine.  lie  at  once 
identified  himself  with  the  interests 
of  the  growing  city,  and  ere  long 
became  quite  prominent  in  local 
affairs  and  of  recognized  abiHty  in 
questions  of  public  policy.  He  was  shortly  after- 
ward chosen  as  a  representative  from  Muscatine 
County  to  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1844, 
which  framed  the  Constitution  which  was  rejected 
by  the  peoi)Ie. 

After  this  constitutional  convention,  I\lr.  Lowe 
took  no  further  part  in  public  matters  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  He  removed  to  Lee  County  about 
1849  or  '50,  where  he  became  Di.strict  Judge  as  a 
successor  to  George  H.  Williams,  who  was  after- 
ward famous  as  President  Grant's  Attorney  Gen- 
eral. He  was  District  Judge  five  years,  from  1852 
to  1857,  being  succeeded  by  Judge  Claggett.  In 
the  summer  of  1857  he  was  nominated  by  the  Re- 
publicans for  Governor  of  Iowa,  with  Oran  Faville 
for  Lieutenant-Goveraor.     The  Democracy  put  in 


the  field  Benjamin  M.  Samuels  for  Governor  and 
George  (Jillasi)}-  for  Lieutenant-Governor.  There 
was  a  third  ticket  in  the  field,  supported  l)y  the 
American  or  "Know-Nothing"  part3',  and  l)earing 
the  names  of  T.  F.  Henry  and  Easton  Morris. 
The  electi(,)n  was  held  in  October,  1857,  and  gave 
Mr.  Lowe  38,4<J8  votes,  against  36,088  for  Mr 
Samuels,  and  1,006  for  Mr.  Henry. 
■  Hithert(j  the  term  of  office  had  been  four  years 
but  by  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  this  was 
now  reduced  to  two.  Gov.  Lowe  was  inaug- 
urated Jan.  14,  1858,  and  at  once  sent  his  first 
message  to  the  Legislature.  Among  the  measures 
passed  by  this  Legislature  were  bills  to  incorporate 
the  State  Bank  of  Iowa ;  to  provide  for  an  agricult- 
ural college;  to  authorize  the  business  of  banking; 
disposing  of  the  land  grant  made  by  Congress  to 
the  Des  Moines  Valley  Railroad;  to  provide  for 
the  erection  of  an  institution  for  the  education  of 
the  blind,  and  to  provide  for  taking  a  State  census. 
No  events  of  importance  occurred  during  the 
administration  of  Gov.  Lowe,  but  it  was  not  a 
period  of  uninterrupted  prosperity.  The  Governor 
said  in  his  biennial  message  of  Jan.  10,  1860, 
reviewing  the  preceeding  two  years:  "The  period 
that  has  elapsed  since  the  last  biennial  session  has 
been  one  of  great  dist'.irbing  causes,  and  of  anxious 
solicitude  to  all  classes  of  our  fellow-citizens.  The 
first  year  of  this  period  was  visited  with  heavy  and 
continuous  rains,  which  reduced  the  measure  of 
our  field  crops  below  one-half  of  the  usual  product, 
whilst  the  financial  revulsion  which  commenced 
upon  the  Atlantic  coast  in  the  autumn  of  1857,  did 
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not  reach  its  climax  fur  ovil  in  our  borders  until 
the  year  just  past." 

He  referred  at  leugtli  to  the  claim  of  llic  State 
usi;ainst  the  Federal  (iovcrnment,  and  said  that  he 
had  ai)i)ealod  in  vain  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior for  the  payment  of  the  5  per  cent  upon  the 
military  land  warrants  that  tiie  State  is  justly  en- 
titled to,  which  then  approximated  to  a  million  of 
dollars.  The  payment  of  this  fund,  he  said,  "is 
not  a  mere  favor  ■nhich  is  asked  of  the  General 
Government,  but  a  subsisting  right  which  could  be 
enforced  in  a  court  of  justice,  were  there  a  tribunal 
of  this  kind  clothed  ^yit'i  the  requisite  jurisdiction." 

The  subject  of  the  I)es  iNIoines  Kivcr  grant  re- 
ceived fiom  the  (iovernor  special  attention,  and  he 
gave  a  history  of  the  operations  of  the  State  author- 
ities in  reference  to  obtaining  the  residue  of  the 
lands  to  which  tlu^  State  was  entitled,  and  other  in- 
loruiation  as  to  the  progress  of  the  work.  He  also 
A-marked  '"that  under  the  act  authorizing  the  (iov- 
ernor to  raise  a  company  of  mounted  men  for  de- 
fense and  protection  of  our  fnmtier,  approved 
Feb.  9,  ISiJS,  a  company  of  thirty  such  men.  known 
as  the  Frontier  Guards,  armed  and  equipiied  as  re- 
quired, were  organize<l  and  mustered  into  service 
under  the  command  of  Capt.  Henry  15.  SLartin,  of 
Webster  Cit}',  about  the  1st  of  March  then  follow- 
ing, and  were  divided  into  two  comi)anies,  one 
stationed  on  the  Little  Sioux  River,  the  other  at 
Si)irit  l^ako.  Their  presence  afforded  security  and 
gave  quiet  to  the  settlements  in  that  region,  and 
after  a  service  of  four  months  they  were  disbanded. 

■•  Lute  iu  the   fall  of  the  3'ear,  however,   great 


alarm  and  consternation  was  again  felt  iu  tlie 
region  of  Spirit  Lake  and  Sioux  River  settlcmenUs, 
jiroduced  by  the  appearance  of  large  numbers  of 
Lillians  on  the  border,  whose  bearing  was  insolent 
and  menacing,  and  who  were  charged  with  clan- 
destinely running  off  the  stock  of  the  settlers. 
The  most  urgent  ajipeals  came  from  these  settlere, 
invoking  again  the  i)rotection  of  the  State.  From 
representations  made  of  the  imminence  of  their 
danger  and  tlie  losses  akeady  sustained,  the  Gov- 
ernor summoned  into  the  field  once  more  the 
frontier  guards.  After  a  service  of  four  or  five 
months  they  were  again  discharged,  and  paid  in  the 
maimer  prescribed  in  the  act  under  which  they  were 
called  out." 

(iov.  Lowe  was  beaten  for  the  renomluation 
by  Hon.  S.  J.  Kirkwood,  who  was  coiLsidcrcd 
much  the  stronger  man.  To  compensate  him  for 
his  defeat  for  the  second  term,  Gov.  Lowe 
was  apiiointed  one  of  the  three  .Tudges  under  the 
new  Constitution.  He  drew  the  short  term,  whicli 
expired  in  l.SGl,  but  was  returned  and  served,  all 
told,  eight  jears.  He  then  returned  to  the  prac- 
tice of  law,  gradually  working  into  a  claim  bu>i- 
ness  at  Washington,  to  which  city  he  remove' 
about  1874.  In  that  city  he  died,  on  Saturday-, 
Dec.  22,  1883.  He  had  a  large  family.  Carlelon, 
one  of  his  sons,  was  an  ofHcer  in  the  Third  Iowa 
Cavalry  during  the  war. 

Gov.  Lowe  was  a  man  of  detail,  accurate  and 
industrious.  In  private  and  public  life  he  was 
pure,  upright  and  honest.  In  religious  faith  he 
was  incliued  to  be  a  Spiritualist. 
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HE  fifth  (Governor  of  Iowa 
was  SaiiuK'l  J.  Kirkwood. 
He  was  liiiiii  in  Hartford 
County,  Md  ,  on  his  father's 
farm,  Dec.  20,  1813.  His 
father  was  twice  married, 
first  to  a  lady  named  C'oulson, 
who  became  the  mother  of  two 
sons.  After  the -death  of  this 
eomiianion,  the  elder  KirlvWO(_>d 
was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mary  Alexfluder,  v;\\<>  bore  liim 
three  '•hihlren,  all  of  whom  were 
•sons.  Of  thi.s  little  family  Samuel 
was  the  }^oungest,  and  when  ten 
years  of  age  was  sent  to  Washington  C'ity  to  at- 
tend a  .school  taught  l\y  John  BIcLeod,  a  relative  of 
the  family.  Here  he  remained  for  four  years,  giv- 
ing diligent  attention  to  his  studies,  at  the  close  of 
which  time  he  entered  a  drug  store  at  Washington 
as  clerk.  In  this  capacity  he  continued  with  the 
exception  of  eighteen  months,  until  he  reached  his 
majority.  During  the  interval  referred  to,  .young 
Kirkwood  was  living  the  life  of  a  ijedagogue  in 
York  County,  Pa. 

In  the  year  183.5,  Samuel  quit  Washington  and 
came  westward  to  Richland  County,  Ohio.  His 
father  and  brother  liad  preceded  him  from  Mary- 
land, locating  upon  a  timbered  farm  in  the  Buckeje 
State.  Here  Samuel  lent  them  valuable  assistance 
in  clearing  the  farm.  He  was  ambitious  to  enter 
the  legal  profession,  and  in  the  year  1841,  an  oppor- 


tunity was  afforded  him  to  enter  the  office  of 
Thomas  W.  Hartley,  afterward  (Governor  of  (_)iiio. 
The  following  two  years  he  gave  diligent  ap[)li;\i- 
tion  to  his  books,  and  in  1843,  was  admitted  to 
practice  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ohio.  He  was 
then  fortunate  enctugh  to  f<.irni  an  association  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession  with  his  former  pre- 
ceptor, which  relations  continued  for  eight  years. 

From  184;")  to  1849  he  served  as  Prosecuting 
Attorney  of  his  county.  In  1 849  he  was  elected 
as  a  Democrat  to  rei)resent  his  county  and  district 
in  the  Constitutional  Convention.  In  18,")1  Mr. 
Bartley,  his  partner,  having  lieen  elected  to  the 
Supreme  Judiciary  of  the  State,  Kirkwood  formed 
a  partnership  with  Pjarnabas  Barns,  with  whom  he 
continued  to  jn-actice  until  the  spring  of  1855, 
when  he  removed  to  the  West. 

Up  to  1854  ]\Ir.  Kirkwood  had  acted  with  the 
Democratic  party.  But  the  measures  proposed  and 
sustained  that  year  by  the  Dem(.)cracy  in  Congress, 
concentrated  in  what  was  known  as  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  Act,  drove  him  with  h(.)sts  of  anti-slavery 
Democrats  out  of  the  party.  He  was  besongiit  by 
the  opposition  in  the  "Richland  District"  to  be- 
come their  candidate  for  Congress,  but  declined 
In  1855  he  came  to  Iowa  and  settled  two  miles 
northwest  of  Iowa  City,  entering  into  a  partnership 
with  his  brother-in-law,  Ezckiel  Clark,  in  the  mill- 
ing business,  and  kept  aloof  from  pulilic  affairs. 
He  could  not  long  conceal  his  record  and  aliilities 
from  his  neighbors,  how'ever,  and  in  1850  he  was 
elected  to  the  State  Senate  from  the  district  com- 
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t)ose(l  of  the  counties  of  Iowa  and  Johnson,  and 
served  in  tlie  last  session  of  the  Leo:islatui'e  held  at 
Iowa  City  and  the   first  one  held  at  Des  Moines. 

In  IS')!)  Mr.  Kirkwood  was  made  the  standard- 
lioarer  of  the  Rei)ul)licans  of  Iowa,  and  though  he 
had  as  able  and  pojjular  a  competitor  as  Gen.  A. 
C.  Dodge,  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Iowa  by  a 
majority  of  over  3,000.  He  was  inaugurated  Jan. 
11,  18G0.  Before  the  expiration  of  his  first  term 
eamc  the  great  Civil  AVar.  As  Governor,  during 
the  darkest  days  of  the  Rebellion,  he  performed  an 
exceedingly  important  duty.  He  secured  a  prompt 
resi)onsc  liy  volunteers  to  all  requisitions  by  the 
Federal  Government  on  the  State  f^)r  troops,  so 
that  during  his  Governorship  no  "draft"  took 
place  in  Iowa,  and  no  regiment,  except  the  first, 
enlisted  for  less  than  three  years.  At  the  same 
time  he  maintained  the  State's  financial  credit. 
The  Legislature,  at  its  extra  session  in  1861, 
luithorized  the  sale  of  $800,000  in  bonds,  to  assist 
in  arming  and  equipping  troops.  So  frugally  was 
this  work  done,  that  but  *300,000  of  tlie  bonds 
were  sold,  and  the  remaining  $.)00, 000  not  having 
been  required,  the  bonds  representing  this  amount 
>vcre  destroyed  by  order  of  the  succeeding  Legis- 
lature. 

In  October,  18(J1,  Gov.  Kirkwood  was,  with  com- 
paratively little  opposition,  re-elected — an  honor 
accorded  for  the  first  time  in  the  histor}'  of  the 
State.  His  majority  was  about  18,000.  During 
his  second  term  he  was  appointed  liy  President 
Lincoln  to  be  Minister  to  Denmarlv,  bul  hi'  declined 
to  enter  upon  his  diplomatic  dulits  until  tlie  expii'- 
ation  of  his  term  as  Governor.  The  position  was 
kept  open  for  him  until  that  time.  liut.  when  it 
rame,  pressing  private  business  compelled  m  dii-Iiu- 
iition  of  the  otiice  .'dtogether. 

In  January,  LSCd,  he  was  a  promhirnl  cMnilid.-ite 
before  the  Legislature  for  United  Stati's  Scn.itor. 
Senator  Harlan  had  resigned  the  Senatorship  upon 


his  appointment  to  the  office  of  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  by  President  Lincoln,  just  before  Ins 
death,  but  had  u  ithilrawii  froui  the  cabinet  soon 
after  the  accession  of  Mr.  Johnson  to  the  Presi- 
dency.     In  this  way  it  ha|)pened   that  the  Legisla- 

,  ture  had  two  terms  of  liiited  States  Senator  to  fill, 
a  short  term  of  two  years,  to  fill  Harlan's  unexpired 
term,  and  a  long  term  of  six  years  to  immediately 
succeed  this;  and  Harlan  had  now  become  a  candi- 
date for  his  own  suceessorship,  to  which  Kirkwood 
also  aspired.  Ultimately,  Kirkwood  was  elected 
for  the  first  and  Harlan  for  the  second  term.  Dur- 
ing his  brief  Senatorial  service,  Kirkwood  di<l  not 
hesitate  to  measure  swords  with  Senator  Sumner, 
whose  natural  egotism  had  begotten  in  him  an  ar- 
rogant and  dictatorial  manner,  liorne  with  humbly 
until  then  b}'  his  colleagues,  in  deference  to  \v.s 
long  experience  and  eminent  ability,  but  unpalata- 
ble to  an  independent  Western  Senator  like  Kirk- 
wood. 

At  the  close  of  his  Senatorial  term,  March  4, 
18G7,  he  resumed  the  jnactice  of  law,  which  a  few 
years  later  he  relinquished  toaccei)tthe  Presidency 
of  the  Iowa  City  Savings  Bank.  In  1875  he  was 
again  elected  Governor,  and  was  inaugurated  Jan. 
13,  1870.  He  served  but  little  over  a  year,  as 
early  in  1S77  he  was  chosen  United  States  Senator. 
He  tilled  this  position  four  years,  resigning  to  be- 
come Secretary  of  the  Interior   in  President   (iar- 

I  field's  Cabinet.  In  this  office  he  was  succeeded, 
April  17,  1882,  by  Henry  M.  Teller,  of  Colorado. 

Gov.  Kirkwood  returned  to  Iowa  Citj',  his  home, 
where  he  still  resides,  being  now  advanced  in  years. 
He  was  married  in  1843,  to  Miss  Jane  Clark,  a  na- 
tive of  ( )hio. 

In  issi;  Mr.  Kirkwood  was  nommated  for  Con- 
gress by  the  Republicans  of  his  district.  Consider- 
alile  interest  was  manifested  in  the  contest,  as  both 
the  Labor  and  Democratic  jtarties  had  iiopular  can- 
didates ill  the  field. 
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1LLIA3I  M.  STONE,  the 
sixth  Governor  of  Iowa,  was 
born  Oct.  14,  1827.  His 
aaa  parents,  Truman  and  La- 
vina  (North)  Stone,  who 
were  of  Engli,<h  ancestry, 
moved  to  Lewis  County,  N. 
Y.,  when  William  was  but  a 
year  old.  William's  grandfather,  Aaron 
Stone,  was  in  the  second  war  with  En- 
gland. When  our  subject  was  six  years 
of  age  his  parents  moved  into  Ohio,  lo- 
cating in  Coshocton  County.  Like  many 
other  self-made  men,  William  M.  had  few 
advantages.  He  never  attended  a  school 
of  any  kind  more  than  twelve  months. 
In  boyhood  he  was  for  two  seasons  a  team-driver 
on  the  Ohio  Canal.  At  seventeen  he  was  appren- 
ticed to  the  chairmaker's  trade,  and  he  followed 
that  business  until  he  was  twent3-three  years  of 
age,  reading  law  meantime  during  his  spare  hours, 
wherever  he  happened  to  be.  He  commenced  nt 
Coshocton,  with  .James  iMathews,  who  afterward 
became  his  father-in-law;  continued  his  reading 
with  Gen.  Lucius  Y.  Pierce,  of  Akron,  and  finished 
with  J^zra  B.  T.\ylor,  of  Ravenna.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  August,  1851,  by  Peter  Hitchcock 
and  Rufus  P.  Ranney,  Supreme  Judges,  holding  a 
term  of  court  at  Ravenna. 


After  practicing  three  years  at  Coshocton  with 
his  old  preceptor,  .Tames  Mathews,  he,  in  November, 
1854,  settled  in  Knoxville,  which  has  remained  his 
home  since.  The  year  after  locating  here  Mr. 
Stone  purchased  the  Knoxville  Journal,  and  was 
one  of  the  prime  movers  in  forming  the  Republican 
part}'  in  Iowa,  being  the  first  editor  to  suggest  a 
State  Convention,  which  met  Feb.  22,  1856,  and 
completed  the  organization.  In  the  autumn  of  the 
same  year  he  was  a  Presidential  elector  on  the  Re- 
publican ticket. 

In  April,  1857,  Mr.  Stone  was  chosen  Judge  of 
the  Eleventh  Judicial  District.  He  was  elected 
.Judge  of  the  Sixtli  Judicial  District  when  the  new 
Constitution  went  into  operation  in  1858,  and  was 
serving  on  the  bench  when  the  American  flag  was 
stricken  down  at  Fort  Sumter.  At  tliat  time, 
April,  18G1,  he  was  holding  court  in  Fairfield, 
Jefferson  County,  and  when  the  news  came  of  the 
insult  to  the  old  flag  he  immediately  adjourned 
court  and  prepared  for  what  he  believed  to  be  more 
important  duties — duties  to  his  country. 

In  May  he  enlisted  as  a  private ;  was  made  Cap 
tain  of  Co.  B,  Third  Iowa  Inf.,  and  was  subse 
quently  promoted  to  IMajor.  Witli  that  regini^iit 
he  w.as  at  the  battle  of  Blue  Mill,  Mo.,  in  Sejjtem- 
ber,  1861,  where  he  was  wounded.  At  Shiloh,  the 
following  spring,  he  commanded  the  regim3ut  and 
Tvaa  taken  prisoner.     By  order  of  Jeffersoij  Davia 
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he  was  paroled  for  the  time  of  forty  days,  with 
orders  to  repair  to  Washington,  and  if  possible 
secure  an  agreement  for  a  cartel  for  a  general  ex- 
change of  prisoners,  and  to  return  as  a  prisoner  if 
lie  did  not  succeed.  Failing  to  secure  that  result 
witliin  the  period  specified,  he  returned  to  Rich- 
mond and  had  his  parole  extended  fifteen  days;  re- 
l)airing  again  to  Washington,  he  effected  hi.s  pur- 
pose and  was  exchanged. 

In  August,  18G2,  he  was  appointed  by  Gov. 
Kirkwooil  Colonel  of  the  Twenty-second  lov.'a 
Inlantrv,  which  rendezvoused  and  organized  at 
C"ani[)  Pope,  Iowa  City,  tlie  same  month.  The 
regiment  was  occupied  for  several  months  in  guard- 
ing su|)ply  stores  and  the  railroad,  and  escorting 
supply  trains  to  the  Army  of  the  .S(.>utheast  Mis- 
souri until  Jan.  27,  1863,  when  it  received  orders 
to  join  the  army  under  (leu.  ]):ividson.  at  West 
I'laius,  i\Io.  After  a  march  of  live  days  it  readied 
its  destination,  and  was  brigaded  with  the  Twenty- 
first  and  Twenty-third  Iowa  regiments,  Col.  Stone 
commanding,  and  was  designated  the  First  Brigade, 
First  Division,  Arm}'  of  Soutlieast  ]\Iiss(juri.  April 
I  found  Col.  Stone  at  MilJiJcen's  Bend,  La.,  to  assist 
Grant  in  the  capture  of  Vicksburg.  He  was  now 
in  immediate  command  of  his  regiment,  which 
formed  a  jiart  of  a  lirigade  under  Col.  C. 'L.  Harris, 
of  the  Kleveuth  Wisconsin.  In  tlie  advance  upon 
Port  GiK'soii  Col.  Harris  was  talvcn  sick,  and  Col. 
Stone  was  again  in  charge  of  a  brigade.  In  the 
b.attle  f)f  Port  Gibson  the  Colonel  and  his  com- 
mand di.stinguished  themselves,  and  were  successful. 


The  brigade  was  in  the  reserve  at  Chamjiion  Hills, 
and  in  active  skirmish  at  Black  River. 

On  the  evening  of  May  21  Col.  Stoiu'  received 
Gen.  Grant's  order  for  a  general  assault  on  tlie 
enemy's  lines  at  Id  A.  M.  on  the  22d.  In  tliis 
charge,  which  was  unsuccessful.  Col.  Stone  was 
again  wounded,  receiving  a  gunshot  in  the  left 
forearm.  Col.  Stone  commanded  a  brigade  until 
the  last  of  August,  when,  being  ordered  to  the  Gulf 
Department,  he  resigned.  He  had  become  very 
popular  with  the  people  of  Iowa. 

He  was  nominated  in  a  Republican  convention, 
held  at  Des  Moines  in  June,  18ij3,  and  was  elected 
by  a  very  large  majoritj'.  He-  was  breveted  Brig- 
adier-General in  1864,  during  his  first  year  as  Gov- 
ernor. He  was  inaugurated  Jan.  14,  1864,  and  was 
re-elected  in  1865,  his  four  years  in  ofl^ce  closing 
Jan.  16,  1868.  His  majority  in  1863  was  nearly 
30,000,  and  in  1865  about  16,500.  His  diminished 
vote  in  1865  was  due  to  the  fact  that  he  was  very 
strongly  committed  in  favor  of  negro  suffrage. 

Gov.  Stone  made  a  very  energetic  and  efficieB* 
Executive.  Since  the  expiration  of  his  gnbernatoria. 
term  he  has  sought  to  escape  the  public  notice,  and 
has  given  his  time  to  his  private  business  interests. 
He  is  in  partnership  with  Hon.  0.  B.  Ayres,  of 
Knoxville.  in  legal  jjractice. 

He  was  elected  to  the  General  Assembly  in  1  877 
and  served  one  term. 

In  May,  1857.  lie  mariied  Miss  Carloaet  Mathews, 
a  native  of  Ohio,  tlien  residing  in  Knoxville.  The}' 
have  one  son — William  A 
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''  AMUEL  MERRILL,  Governor 
from  1. SOS  to  1S72,  was  born 
ill  Oxforil  County,  Elaine, 
Aug.  7,  1.S22.  lie  is  a  dc- 
seeiidant  on  his  inotlior's  side 
of  IVter  Hill,  who  came  from 
England  and  settled  in  Maine 
l(j.j3.  From  this  aneestrv  have 
sprung  most  of  the  Hills  in  Ameri- 
ca. On  his  father's  side  he  is  a  de- 
cendant  of  Xatlianiel  INIerrill,  who 
came  from  England  in  l(i;J(;,aiid  lo- 
cated in  Massachusetts.  Nathaniel 
had  a  son,  Daniel,  who  in  turn  liad 
a  son  named  .lohn,  and  he  in  turn 
begat  a  son  called  Tlnjmas.  The 
latter  was  born  Dec.  18,  1708.  On  the  4th  of  Aug- 
ust, 1728,  was  born  to  him  a  son,  Samuel,  who  was 
marri('<l  and  lia<l  a  family  of  twelve  children,  one  of 
wlioin,  Abel,  was  taken  liy  his  father  to  Boston  in 
17.')0.  Abel  was  married  to  Elizal)etli  Page,  who 
iiad  five  children,  one  of  whom,  Abel,  Jr.,  was  the 
father  of  our  subject.  He  married  Abigail  Hill 
.bine  -2."),  180'.),  and  to  them  were  born  eight  chil- 
dren, Samuel  being  the  youngest  but  one.'  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  Samuel  moved  with  his  parents  to 
Uuxton,  Maine,  the  native  place  of  his  mother, 
where  his  time  was  employed  in  turns  in  teaching 
and  attending  school  until  he  attained  his  majority. 
Having  determined  to  make  teaching  a  profession, 
and  feeling  that  the  South  offered  better  opportu- 
nities, he  immediately  set  out  for  that  section.     He 


remained,  however,  but  a  short  time,  as  he  says  "  he 
was  born  too  far  North."  Suspicion  having  been 
raised  as  to  his  alxjlitiou  priuciiiles  and  linding  the 
eli'DK'iit  not  altiigetlicr  (■(  uigenial,  he  soon  abandoned 
the  sunny  South  and  went  to-  the  old  Granite  State, 
where  the  next  several  years  were  spent  in  farming. 
In  1847  he  moved  to  Tainworth,  N.  II.,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  company  with 
a  brother,  in  which  he  was  quite  successful.  Not 
being  satisfied  with  the  limited  resources  of  North- 
ern New  England  lie  determined  to  try  his  good 
fortune  on  the  broad  prairies  of  the  fertile  West. 

It  was  in  the  year  18.50  that  Mr.  Merrill  turned 
his  face  toward  the  setting  sun,  finding  a  desirable 
location  near  McGregi,)r,  Iowa,  where  he  established 
a  branch  house  of  the  old  firm.  The  population  in- 
creased, as  also  did  their  trade,  and  their  house  be- 
came one  of  the  most  extensive  wholesale  establish- 
ments on  the  Upper  Mississijiiii.  During  all  these 
years  of  business  ]\Ir.  JMerrill  took  an  active  part  in 
politics.  In  18;")4he  was  chosen  on  the  abolition 
ticket  to  the  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire.  The 
following  year  he  was  again  returned  to  the  Legis- 
lature, and  doubtless  had  he  remained  in  that  State 
would  have  risen  still  higher.  In  coining  to  Iowa 
his  experience  and  ability  Avere  demanded  by  his 
neighbors,  and  he  was  here  called  into  public  serv- 
ice. He  was  sent  to  the  Legislature,  and  though 
assemliled  with  the  most  distinguished  men  of  his 
time,  took  a  leading  part  in  the  important  services 
demanded  of  that  body.  The  Legislature  was  con- 
vened in  an  extra  session   of  1801,   to  provide  for 
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the  exigencies  of  the  Rebellion,  and  in  its  deliber- 
ations IMr.  Jlerrill  took  an  active  jiart. 

In  the  suinnier  of  18(J2.  Mr.  Merrill  was  commis- 
sioned Colonel  of  the  2 1st  Io\\a  Infantry,  and  im- 
mediately' went  to  the  front.  At  the  time  Marma- 
dnke  was  menacing-  the  Union  forces  in  Missouri, 
which  called  for  pn mi pt  action  on  tlie  part  of  the 
l"^nion  Generals,  Col.  Merrill  was  placed  in  com- 
mand, witli  detachments  of  the  21st  Iowa  and  99th 
Illinois,  a  portion  of  the  3d  Iowa  Cavalry  and  two 
pieces  of  artillery,  with  orders  to  make  a  forced 
march  to  Springfield,  he  being  at  the  time  eighty 
miles  distant.  On  the  morning  of  Jan.  11.  1863, 
he  came  across  a  bodj^  of  Confederates  who  were 
advancing  in  heavy  force.  Immediate  preparations 
for  battle  were  made  by  Col.  Merrill,  and  after  brisk- 
ly firing-f(n'  an  hour,  the  enemy  fell  back.  Merrill 
then  moved  in  the  direction  of  Ilartville.  where  he 
found  the  enemy  in  force  under  Marmaduke,  being 
about  eight  thousand  strong,  while  Merrill  had  but 
one-tenth  of  that  number.  A  hot  struggle  ensued 
in  which  the  Twenty-first  distinguished  itself.  The 
Confederate  loss  was  several  officers  and  three  hun- 
dred men  killed  and  woinided,  while  the  Union  loss 
was  but  seven  killed  and  sixty-four  wounded.  The 
■■ollowing  winter  the  regiment  performed  active 
service,  taking  part  in  the  campaign  of  A'icksburg. 
It  fought  under  McClernand  at  Port  Gil)Son,  and 
while  making  the  famous  charge  of  Black  River 
ISridge,  Col.  ^Merrill  was  severely  wounded  through 
llic  hip.  He  was  laid  up  from  the  17th  of  INIa}-  to 
.laiuuirv.  when  he  again  joined  his  regiment  in 
Texas,  and  iu  .June,  IMCil,  on  account  of  suffering 
fr<ini  bis  wound,  resigned  and  returned  to  Mc- 
(;rea»>r.  In  1S(!7  iMr,  Merrill  was  chosen  Gov- 
ernor  of  the  State,  being  elected  upon  the  Repub- 
iiiMU  ticket.  lie  served  with  such  .satisfaction,  that 
in  lSfi9  he  was  re-nominated  and  accordingly 
elected. 

I'lider  the  administration  of  Gov.  Merrill, 
the  movement  for  the  erection  of  the  new  State 
House  was  inaugurated.  Tlie  'I'h  i  it  eenth  General 
Assembly  provided  for  the  building  at  a  cost  of 
$1,. 500,000,  and  made  an  appropriation  witli  wliicli 
to  begin  the  work  of  $150,000.  With  tiii>  muii  tlie 
worl<  was  liegnn,  and  Nov,  23,  1S71,  the  corner 
stone  was  laid  iu  the  presence  of  citizens  from  all 


parts  of  the  State.  On  this  occasion  the  Governor 
delivered  the  address.  It  was  an  historical  view  of 
the  incidents  culminating  in  the  laliors  of  the  day 
It  was  replete  with  historical  facts,  showed  patient 
research,  was  logical  and  argumentative,  and  at  times 
eloquent  with  the  fire  and  genius  of  American  pa- 
triotism. It  is  a  paper  \\-orthy  of  the  occasion, 
and  does  justice  to  the  head  and  heart  tliat  am- 
ceived  it. 

During  the  gubernatorial  career  of  Gov.  Mer- 
rill, extending  through  two  terms,  from  Janu- 
ary, 18C8,  to  January,  1872,  he  was  actively  en- 
gaged in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties,  and 
probably  no  incumbent  of  that  office  ever  devoted 
himself  more  earnestly  to  the  public  good,  stand- 
ing by  the  side  of  Gov.  Faircliild,  of  Wisconsin, 
The  two  were  instrumental  in  placing  the  slack- 
water  navigation  between  the  Mississippi  and  the 
Lakes  in  the  way  of  ultimate  and  certain  success. 
The  Governor  treated  this  subject  to  great  length 
and  with  marked  ability  in  his  message  to  the  Thir- 
teenth General  Assemblj',  and  so  earnest  was  he  in 
behalf  of  this  improvement,  that  he  again  discussed 
it  in  his  nressage  to  the  Fourteenth  General  Assem- 
bly. In  the  instigation  of  the  work  the  Governoi-s 
of  the  different  States  interested,  called  conventions, 
and  tiirougli  the  deliberati(ms  of  these  assemblies 
the  aid  of  the  (ieneral  Government  was  secured, 

Samuel  Merrill  was  first  married  to  Catherine 
Thomas,  who  died  in  1847.  fourteen  months  after 
their  marriage.  In  .lannary,  18.jl,he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  a  Miss  Hill,  of  Buxton,  Maine. 
She  became  the  mother  of  four  children,  three  of 
whom  died  \-oung,  the  eldest  living  to  be  only  two 
and  a  half  years  old. 

After  the  expiration  of  his  pulilic  service  he  re- 
turned to  McGregor,  but  shortly  afterward  removed 
to  Des  Moines,  where  he  is  now  residing,  and  is 
President  of  the  Citizens'  National  liank. 

Thus  brietly  have  licen  jiointed  out  the  leading 
features  in  the  life  of  one  of  Iowa's  most  jironii- 
nent  citizens,  and  one  who  has  made  an  honorable 
record  both  in  public  positions  and  private  enter- 
prises, lie  is  highly  esteemed  in  the  city  where  he 
resides  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  faitliful  rep- 
resentatives of  the  sons  of  New  Englan<l.  In  stat- 
ure he  is  fully  six  feet  high  and  finely  proportioned. 
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YRUS  CLAY  CARPENTER, 

II  Governor  of  Iowa  from  1872 
to  1875,  inclusive,  was  born 
ill  Susquehanna  County,  Pa., 
j,^,  Nov.  24,  1829.  He  was  left 
an  orphan  at  an  earh'  age,  his 
mother  dying  when  he  was  at 
tiie  age  of  ten  years,  and  his  father  two 
years  later.  He  was  left  in  destitute 
circumstances,  and  went  first  to  learn 
KB^i^^S)  •''^•2  trade  of  a  clothier,  whicli,  however, 
he  abandoned  after  a  few  months,  and 
engaged  witli  a  farmer,  giving  a  term 
in  tlie  winter,  however,  to  attendance 
upon  the  district  school.  When  eighteen 
he  began  teaching  school,  and  tlie  fol- 
jwing  f(_)ur  years  divided  his  time  between  teach- 
ing and  attending  tlie  acailemy  at  Hartford.  At 
the  conclusion  of  this  pcrioil  lie  went  to  Ohio, 
wliere  he  engaged  as  a  teacher  for  a  year  and  a 
half,  spending  the  summer  at  farm  work. 

In  the  year  18.")4  Mr.  Carpenter  came  further 
westward,  visiting  many  points  in  Illinois  and 
Iowa,  arriving  at  Des  Moines,  then  a  village  of 
some  1,200  inhabitants.  This  place,  however,  not 
offering  a  favorable  location,  he  proceeded  on  his 
journey,  arriving  in  Fort  Dodge  June  28,  1854. 
Owing  to  his  being  witliont  funds  he  was  compelled 
to  travel  on  foot,  in  which  way  the  journey  to  Fort 
Dodge  was  made,  with  his  entire  worldly  posses- 
sions in  a  earpet-saek  which  he  carried  in  his  hand. 
He  soon  found  employment  at  Fort  Dodge,  as  as- 
sistant to  a  (jrovernmeut  surveyor.     This  work  be- 


ing  completed,  young  Carpenter  assisted  his  land' 
l(jrd  in  cutting  hay,  but  soon  secured  another 
position  as  a  surveyor's  assistant.  In  the  early 
liart  of  the  following  January  he  engaged  in  teach- 
ing school  at  Fort  Dodge,  but  in  the  spring  was 
employed  to  take  charge  of  a  set  of  survej'ors  in 
surveying  the  counties  of  Emmet   and    Kossuth. 

On  his  return  to  Fort  Dodge  he  found  the  land- 
oftice,  which  had  been  established  at  that  place, 
was  about  to  open  for  the  sale  of  land.  Being 
famili.ar  with  the  country  and  the  location  of  the 
best  land,  he  opened  a  private  land-office,  and 
found  constant  and  inofitable  employment  for  the 
following  three  years,  in  platting  and  surveying 
lands  for  those  seeking  homes.  During  this  period 
he  became  extensively  known,  and,  being  an  active 
Rei)u)ilican,  he  was  chosen  as  a  standard-bearer  for 
his  section  of  the  State.  He  was  elected  to  the 
Legislature  in  the  autumn  of  1857.  In  1861,  on 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  he  volunteered 
and  was  assigned  to  duty  as  Commissary  of  Sub- 
sistence, much  of  the  time  being  Chief  Commissary 
of  the  left  wing  of  the  16th  Army  Corps.  In  186  4 
he  was  promoted  Lieutenant-Colonel  and  assigned 
to  duty  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  Logan,  as  Chief  Com- 
niissaiT  of  the  15th  Army  Corps.  He  continued  in 
the  service  until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  in 
August,  1805,  was  mustered  out. 

Upon  the  close  of  his  service  to  his  country  he 
returned  to  his  home  at  Fort  Dodge,  but,  owing  to 
so  many  changes  which  had  taken  place,  and  suck 
an  influx  of  enterprising  men  into  the  city,  he 
found  his  once  prosperous  business  in  the  hands  of 
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otr.ors.  He  turned  liis  attention  to  tlie  inii)rove- 
nient  of  a  piece  of  land,  wliere  he  remained  until 
his  election,  in  the  autumn  of  18G6,  as  Register  of 
the  State  Land-Oflico.  He  was  re-elected  in  18C8, 
and  refused  the  nomination  in  1870.  This  position 
took  him  to  Des  Moines,  liut  in  1870  he  returned 
to  Fort  Dodge.  During  the  summer  of  the  follow- 
ing year  he  was  nominated  by  the  Kt'iHiblican  party 
for  Governor.  He  was  elected,  and  inaugurated  as 
Chkf  Executive  of  Iowa  Jan.  11,  187-2.  Tn  1873 
iie  was  renominated  by  his  part}',  and  October  14 
Df  that  year  was  re-elected,  his  inauguration  taking 
rilace  Jan.  27,  1874.  Gov.  Carpenter  was  an  able, 
popular  and  faithful  Executive,  and  was  regarded 
as  one  of  the  most  honest,  prominent  and  unselfish 
officials  the  State  ever  had.  Plain,  unassuming, 
nodest,  he  won  his  public  position  more  through 
he  enthusiasm  of  his  friends  than  Ijy  an\'  personal 
effort  or  desire  of  his  own.  Everywhere,  at  all 
times  ai.il  upon  all  occasions,  he  demonstrated  that 
the  confidence  of  his  friends  was  justified.  He  took 
an  active  part  in  the  great  cpiesticm  of  monopolies 
and  transportation  evils,  which  during  his  adminis- 
tratiuu  were  so  pnjminent,  doing  much  to  secure 
wise  legislation  in  these  respects. 

Gov.  Carpenter  has  been  regarded  as  a  public 
speaker  of  more  tlian  ordinary  alnlity,  and  has 
.ipon  many  occasions  been  the  orator,  and  always 
appreciated  by  the  peoi)le. 

At  the  exi>irati(>n  of  his  second  term  as  (Governor 
Mr.  Cajpenter  w.as  ai)[)oiutcd  Second  Conii>troller 
Df  the  United  States  Treasury,  which  position  lie 
resigned  after  a  service  of  fifteen  iiKnitlis.  This 
step  was  an  evidence  of  his  unselfishness,  as  it  was 
taken  because  another  liureau  oHicer  w.as  to  be  dis- 
missed, as  it  was  hrld  tliat  Ii_>w:i  1i:h1  iiKire  heads  of 
liiireaus  than  she  was  entitled  to,  and  his  resigning 
•m  ollicc!  of  the  higher  grade  saved  tiio  position  to 
.another.  Ir  1881  he  was  elected  to  Congress,  and 
served  with  aliility,  and  in  the  Twentieth  (Jeneral 
Assembly  of  lov.a  he  represented  Welister  Comity. 

Gc--.  Car|)ei]ter  was  married,  in  JIarch,  ls('i4,  to 
Miss  Susan  r.urkholder,  of  Fort  Dodge.  No  chil- 
dren hav(!  been  born  to  them,  but  they  have  reared 
a  niece  of  Mrs.  Carpenter's. 

During  his  entire  life  Mr.  Carpenter  has  been  de- 
moted to  the   principles  of   Keftjrin  and    the    best 


interests  of  all  classes  of  citizens  who,  bv  adoution 
or  by  birth-right,  are  entitled  to  a  home  upon  our 
soil  and  the  protection  tif  our  laws,  under  the  great 
charter  of  '•  Life,  Libertv  and  the  Pursr.it  of  Hap- 
piness." In  .an  address  in  1852  he  took  advanced 
views  ui)on  the  leading  subjects  of  public  interest. 
He  had  already'  laid  the  foundation  for  that  love  of 
freedom  which  afterwards  found  an  ample  field  of 
labor  with  the  Republican  party.  There  was  noth- 
ing chimerical  in  his  views.  Ho  looked  at  ever}- 
strata  of  human  society,  and,  from  the  wants  of  the 
masses,  wisely  clevined  duty  and  prophesied  dastiny. 
He  would  have  the  people  of  a  free  Republic  edu- 
cated in  the  spirit  of  the  civilization  of  the  age. 
Instead  of  cnltiv.ating  a  taste  fi :  a  species  of  liter- 
.ature  tending  directl_y  to  degrade  the  mind  and 
deprave  the  heart,  thereby  leading  back  to  a  state 
of  superstition  and  consequent  barbarism,  he  would 
cultivate  principles  of  temperance,  industiy  and 
economy  in  eveiy  j'outhful  mind,  as  the  indispens- 
able ingi-edients  of  good  citizens,  or  subjects  upon 
whose  banner  will  be  inscribed  Liberty,  Ecpialit}'. 
Fratennt}'. 

Thus  earl}-  in  life  iNIr.  Carpenter  saw  the  destined 
tendency  of  our  American  institutions,  and  the  ad- 
vancing civilization  of  the  age.  He  saw  it  in  the 
peace  congress,  whose  deliberations  have  made  the 
Rhine  thrice  immortal.  He  saw  it  in  the  inospect- 
ive  railway,  which  he  believed  would  one  day 
unite  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic  with  those  of  the 
Pacific — a  fact  realized  by  the  constructicin  of  the 
great  continental  railway. 

It  was  thus  early  that  he  began  to  study  the 
wants  of  the  world,  and  with  what  clearness  and 
directness  may  be  seen  by  the  correctness  of  his 
vision  and  the  accomplishment  of  what  he  consid- 
ered an  inevitable  necessity. 

Thus,  growing  up  into  manhood,  and  passing  on- 
ward in  the  rugged  pathway  of  time,  disciplined  in 
political  economy  and  civil  ethics  in  the  stern 
school  of  experience,  he  w.as  prepared  to  meet  every 
emergency  with  a  steady  hand;  to  bring  order  out 
of  discord,  and   insure  harmony  and   iirospcrity. 

(jOV.  Carpenter  is  now  engaged  in  the  quiet  pur- 
suits of  lariu  life,  residing  at  Fort  Dodge,  where 
he  is  highly  esteemed  as  one  of  her  purest  minded 
and  most  upright  citizens, 
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OSHUA  G.  NEWBOLD,  the 

ninth  Governor  of  Iowa,  is 
.1  native  of  Pennsylvania. 
I  le  comes  from  tliat  excellent 
stock  known  as  the  Friends, 
who  very  early  settled  in 
New  Jersey.  Joshua  G.  is  the 
son  of  Barzilla  and  Catherine 
(House)  Newbold,  and  was  born 
in  Fayette  County,  May  12, 
1830.  He  was  born  a  farmer's 
boy  and  was  reared  in  the  vigor- 
ous employment  of  farm  work. 
^Vlien  he  was  eight  years  of  age  the 
family  moved  to  Westmoreland 
Count}',  Pa.,  where,  in  the  common 
schools  and  in  a  select  school  or  academy,  young 
Newbold  received  his  education.  When  sixteen 
years  of  age  he  accompanied  the  family  on  their  re- 
turn to  Fayette  County.  Here  for  the  following 
eight  years  he  assisted  his  father  in  running  a  tlour- 
ing-mill  as  well  as  devoting  much  of  his  time  to 
teaching  school.  When  about  nineteen  j'ears  of 
age  our  subject  liegan  the  study  of  medicine,  de- 
voting much  of  his  time  while  teaching  to  his  med- 
ical books.  He,  however,  abandoned  the  idea  of 
becoming  a  physician  and  turned  his  attention  to 
different  walks  in  life. 

In  the  month  of  March,  1854,  Mr.  Newbold  re- 
moved to  Iowa,  locating  on  a  farm,  now  partly  in 
the  corporation  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Henry  County. 


At  the  end  of  one  year  he  removed  to  Ceda^ 
Township,  Van  Buren  County,  there  merchandising 
and  farming  till  about  18G0,  when  he  removed  to 
Hillsboro,  Henry  County,  and  pursued  the  same 
callings. 

In  18G2,  when  the  call  was  made  for  600,000  men 
to  finish  the  work  of  crushing  the  Rebellion,  Mr. 
Newbold  left  his  farm  in  the  hands  of  his  family 
and  his  store  in  charge  of  his  partner,  and  went  into 
the  army  as  Captain  ofCompany  C,  25th  Regiment 
of  Iowa  Infantry.  He  served  nearly  three  years, 
resigning  just  before  the  war  closed,  on  account  of 
disability.  During  the  last  two  or  three  months  he 
served  at  the  South  he  filled  the  position  of  Judge 
Advocate,  with  headquarters  at  Woodville,  Ala. 

His  regiment  was  one  of  those  that  made  Iowa 
troops  famous.  It  arrived  at  Helena,  Ark.,  in 
November,  1862,  and  sailed  in  December  following 
on  the  expedition  against  Vicksburg  by  way  of 
Chickasaw  Bayou.  At  the  latter  place  was  its  first 
engagement.  Its  second  was  at  Arkansas  Post,  and 
there  it  suffered  severely,  losing  in  killed  and 
wounded  more  than  sixty. 

After  Lookout  Mountain  it  joined  in  the  pursuit 
of  Bragg's  flying  forces  to  Ringgold,  where  it  en- 
gaged the  enemy  in  their  strong  works,  November 
27,  losing  twenty-nine  wounded.  The  following 
year  it  joined  vSherman  in  his  Atlanta  Campaign, 
then  on  the  famous  march  to  the  sea  and  through 
the  Carolinas. 

On  returning  to  Iowa  he  continued  in  the  mer- 
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cantile  trade  at  Hillsboro  for  three  or  four  years, 
and  then  sold  out,  giving  thereafter  his  whole  at- 
tention to  agriculture,  stock-raising  and  stock-deal- 
ing, making  the  stock  department  an  important 
factor  in  his  business  for  several  yeai's.  Mr.  New- 
bold  was  a  member  of  the  13th,  14th  and  15th  Gen- 
eral Assemblies,  representing  Henry  County,  and 
was  Chairman  of  the  School  Committee  in  the  14th, 
and  of  the  committee  on  appropriations  in  the  loth 
General  Assembly.  In  the  loth  (1874)  he  was  tem- 
porary' Speaker  during  the  deadlock  in  organizing 
the  House.  In  1875  he  was  elected  Lieutenant 
Governor  on  the  Republican  ticket  with  Samuel  J. 
Kirkwood. 

His  Democratic  competitor  was  E.  D.  AVoodward, 
who  received  93,0(J0  votes.  Mr.  Newbold  received 
134,160,  or  a  majority  of  31,106.  Governor  Kirk- 
wood being  elected  United  States  Senator  during 
that  session,  Mr.  Newbold  became  Governor,  taking 
the  chair  Feb.  1,  1877,  and  vacating  it  for  Gov. 
Gear  in  Januarj',  1878. 

Gov.  Newbold's  message  to  the  Legislature 
;n  1878,  shows  painstaking  care  and  a  clear,  busi- 
ness-like view  of  the  interests  of  the  State.  His 
recommendations  were  carefully  considered  and 
largely  adopted.  The  State's  finances  were  then  in 
a  less  creditable  condition  than  ever  before  or 
since,  as  there  was  an  increasing  floating  debt,  then 
amounting  to  $340,826.56,  more  than  $90,000  in 
excess  of  the  Constitutional  limitation.  Said  Gov. 
Newbold  in  his  message:  "The  commonwealth 
ought  not  to  set  an  example  of  dilatoriness 
in  meeting  its  obligations.  Of  all  forms  of  indebt- 
edness, that  of  a  floating  character  is  the  most  ob- 
jectionable.    The  uncertainty  as  to  its  amount  will 


invariably  enter  into  any  computation  made  by  per- 
sons contracting  with  the  State  for  supplies,  mater- 
ial or  labor.  To  remove  the  present  difficulty,  and 
to  avert  its  recurrence,  I  look  upon  as  the  most  im- 
portant work  that  will  demand  j'our  attention." 

One  of  the  greatest  problems  before  statesmen  is 
that  of  equal  and  just  taxation.  The  following 
recommendation  shows  that  Gov.  Newbold  was 
abreast  with  foremost  thinkers,  for  it  proposes  a 
step  which  yearly  finds  more  favor  with  the  people : 
"  The  inequalities  of  the  personal-property  valu- 
ations of  the  several  counties  suggest  to  my  mind 
the  propriety  of  so  adjusting  the  State's  levy  as  to 
require  the  counties  to  pay  into  the  State  treasury 
only  the  tax  on  realty,  leaving  the  corresponding 
tax  on  personalty  in  the  county  treasury.  This 
would  rest  with  each  county  the  adjustment  of  its 
own  personal  propertj'  valuations,  without  fear  that 
they  might  be  so  high  as  to  work  injustice  to  itself 
in  comparison  with  other  counties." 

Gov.  Newbold  has  always  affiliated  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  holds  to  its  great  cardinal 
doctrines,  having  once  embraced  them,  with  the 
same  sincerity  and  honesty  that  he  cherishes  his  re- 
ligious sentiments.  He  has  been  a  Christian  for 
something  like  twenty-five  years,  his  connection  be- 
ing with  the  Free-AVill  Baptist  Church.  He  found 
his  wife,  Rachel  Farquhar,  in  F.iyette  Count}',  Pa., 
their  union  taking  place  on  the  2d  of  May,  1850. 
They  have  had  five  children  and  lost  two.  The 
names  of  the  living  are  Mary  Allene,  Emma 
Irene  and  George  C. 

The  Governor  is  not  yet  an  old  man,  and  may 
serve  his  State  or  county  in  other  capacities  in  the 
coming  years. 
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OHN  II.  GEAR,  the  tenth 
gentleman  to  occupy  the 
Executive  Chair  of  Iowa,  is 
still  a  resident  of  IJurlington. 
lie  is  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State,  where  in  the  city  of 
Ithica,  April  7,  1825,  he  was  born. 
Rev.  E.  G.  Gear,  his  father,  was 
born  in  New  London,  Conn.,  in 
1792,  and  became  a  distingnished 
clergyman  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Chnrch.  His  family  had 
removed  with  him,  while  he  was 
.still  young,  to  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  and 
in  the  j'car  181C,  after  his  ordina- 
tion as  a  clergyman  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  he  went  to  New  York 
and  located  at  Onond.aga  Hill  near 
the  city  of  Syracuse.  Shortly  after 
this  settlement,  the  young  minister 
was  united  in  marriage  with  j\Iiss 
Miranda  E.  Cook.  After  serving 
various  congi'egations  in  Western 
New  York  for  many  years,  he  de- 
)  termined  to  become  a  pioneer  in 
Northern  Illinois,  which  at  the  time,  in  the  year 
18o6,  was  being  rapidly  settled  up.  He  found  a 
desirable  location  at  Galena  where  he  remained  un- 
til 1838,  when  he  received  the  appointment  as 
Chaplain  in  the  United  States  army  while  located 
at  Fort  Snelhng,  j\Iinn.  He  lived  a  long  and  act- 
ive life,  tloing  much  good,  quitting  his  labors  in 
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the  year  1874,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two 
years. 

The  only  son  born  to  Mr.  and  jNIrs.  E.  G.  Gear 
was  J.  H.,  afterward  the  distinguished  Governor  of 
Iowa.  As  above  stated  the  birth  occurred  in  1825. 
In  1843,  when  still  a  young  man,  he  came  West  to 
Ijurlington,  where  he  has  since  continued  to  reside, 
her  most  distinguished  citizen.  Shortly  after  his 
arrival  in  the  3'oung  city,  he  embarked  in  his  mer- 
cantile career,  engaging  at  the  time  with  the  firm 
of  Bridgm.nu  &  Bros.,  in  the  capacity  of  a  clerk. 
Remaining  with  tliis  firm  for  a  little  over  a  year, 
he  left  them  for  an  engagement  with  W.  F.  Cool- 
baugh,  who  at  one  time  was  President  of  the 
Union  National  Rank,  of  Chicago,  and  who  at  that 
early  period  was  the  leading  merchant  of  Eastern 
Iowa.  He  served  Mr.  Coolbaugh  so  faithfully,  and 
with  such  marked  ability  for  the  following  five 
years,  that,  when  desirous  of  a  partner  in  Lis  busi- 
ness, the  wealthy  merchant  could  find  no  one  in 
whom  he  could  place  greater  confidence  and  with 
whom  he  could  trust  his  extensive  business  rela- 
tions that  pleased  him  better  than  the  young  clerk. 
Accordingly  he  was  associated  as  a  partner  under 
the  firm  name  of  W.  F.  Coolbaugh  &  Co.  Under 
this  arrangement  the  firm  did  a  prosperous  busi- 
ness for  the  f(.)llowing  five  years,  when  Mr.  Gear 
purchased  the  entire  business,  which  he  carried  on 
with  marked  success  until  he  became  known  as  the 
oldest  wholesale  grocer  in  the  State.  He  is  at  present, 
besides  filling  other  prominent  business  velations, 
President  of  the  Rolling  Mill  Co.,  of  Gulesburg 
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Mr.Oear  has  been  honored  by  his  fjllow-citizens 
witli  man}'  positions  of  trust.  In  1852  he  was 
elected  Alderman;  in  18G3  was  elected  Mayor 
over  A.  W.  Carpenter,  Ijeing  tlie  first  Repuljliean 
up  to  that  time  who  had  been  elected  in  Burlington 
on  a  party  issue.  In  1867  the  Burlington,  Cedar 
Rapids  <fe  Minnesota  T?ailroad  Company  was  organ- 
ized, and  he  was  chosen  as  its  President.  His  ef- 
forts highly  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  enter- 
prise, which  did  niucli  for  Burlington.  He  was 
also  active  in  promoting  tlie  Burlington  &  South- 
western Railway,  as  well  as  the  Burlington  &  North- 
western narrow-gauge  road. 

He  lias  always  acted  with  tlie  Republican  part}', 
and  in  1871  was  nominated  and  elected  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  14th 
General  Assembly.  In  1873  ho  was  elected  to  the 
15th  General  Assembly.  The  Republican  cau- 
cus of  the  House  nominated  him  for  Speaker  by 
acclamation,  and  after  a  contest  of  two  weeks  he 
wae  chosen  over  his  opponent,  J.  W.  Dixon.  He 
filled  the  position  of  Speaker  vciy  accaptablj',  and 
at  the  close  of  the  session  all  the  members  of  the 
House,  independent  Qf  party  affiliations,  joined  in 
signing  their  names  to  a  resolution  of  thanks,  which 
was  engraved  and  presented  to  him.  In  1875  he 
was  the  third  time  nominated  to  the  Assembly  by 
the  Republican  party,  and  while  his  county  gave  a 
large  Democratic  vote  he  was  again  elected.  He 
was  also  again  nominated  for  Speaker  by  the  Re- 
jjublican  caucus,  and  was  elected  by  a  handsome 
majority  over  his  competitor,  Hon.  -Jolm  Y.  Stone. 
He  is  the  only  m.an  in  the  State  who  ever  liad  the 
honor  of  being  chosen  to  this  high  position  a  sec- 
ond time.  He  enjoys  the  reputation  of  being  an 
able  parliamentarian,  his  rulings  never  Laving  been 
appealed  from.  At  the  close  of  the  session  he 
again  received  the  unanimous  thanks  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  his  courtesy  and  impartiality, 
and  for  the  able  and  satisfactory  manner  in  which 
he  had  presided  over  that  b<)d\'. 

In  1877  he  was  nominated  for  Governor  by  the 
Republican  convention  which  met  at  Des  Moines, 
June  28,  and  at  the  election  held  the  following 
October  he  received  121,540  votes,  against  79,353 
for  John  P.  Irish,  10,639  for  Elias  .Tessup  and  38,- 
128  for  D.  P.  Stubbs.     His  pluiality  over  Irish 


was  42,193.  He  was  inaugurated  Jan.  17,  1878, 
and  served  four  years,  being  re-elected  in  1879  by 
the  following  handsome  vote:  Gear,  157,571; 
Trimble,  85,056;  Campbell,  45.439;  Dungan,  3,258-, 
Gear's  majority  over  all  competitors,  23,828.  His 
second  inauguration  occurred  in  January  of  the 
year  1880. 

Gov.  Gear's  business  habits  enabled  him  to  dis 
charge  the  duties  of  his  office  with  inaiked  ability 
He  found  the  financial  condition  of  the  State  at  ;■ 
low  ebb,  liut  raised  Iowa's  credit  to  that  of  the 
best  of  our  States.  In  his  last  biennial  message  he 
was  able  to  report:  "The  w.arrants  out-standing, 
but  not  bearing  interest,  Sept.  30,  1881,  amounted 
to  $22,093.74,  and  there  are  now  in  the  treasury 
ample  funds  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the 
State.  The  war  and  defense  debt  has  been  paid, 
except  the  warrants  for  $125,000  negotiated  bj^  the 
Executive,  Auditor  and  Treasurer,  under  the  law 
of  the  18th  General  Assemblj',  and  $2,500  of 
the  original  bonds  not  yet  presented  for  pay- 
ment. The  onlj'  other  debt  owing  by  the  State 
amounts  to  8245,435.19,  due  to  the  permanent 
school  fund,  a  portion  of  which  is  made  irredeem 
able  by  the  Constitution.  These  facts  place  Iowa 
practically  among  the  States  which  have  no  debt, 
a  consideration  which  must  add  much  to  her  repu 
tation.  The  expenses  of  the  State  for  the  last  two 
years  are  less  than  those  of  anj'  other  period  since 
1869,  and  this  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the 
State  is  to-day  sustaining  several  institutions  not 
then  in  existence;  namely,  the  hospital  at  Inde- 
pendence, the  additional  penitentiary,  the  Normal 
School  and  the  asylum  for  the  feeble-minded  chil- 
dren, besides  the  girl's  department  of  the  reform 
school.  The  State  also,  at  present,  makes  provision 
for  fish  culture,  for  a  useful  weather  service,  fo! 
sanitary  supervision  liy  a  Board  of  Health,  for  en- 
couraging immigraticm  to  the  State,  for  the  insjjec. 
tion  of  coal  mines  by  a  State  Inspector,  and  liber- 
ally for  the  military  arm  oi  the  Government." 

Gov.  Gear  is  now  in  the  sixty-first  year  of  his 
.age,  and  is  in  the  full  vigor  of  both  his  mental  and 
physical  f.aculties.  He  was  married  in  1852  to 
Harriet  S.  Foot,  formerly  of  the  town  of  Middle- 
bury,  Vermont,  by  whom  he  has  had  four  childreu. 
two  of  whom  are  living. 
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,^vX    State  IS  Bnren  R.  Sherman, 
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Iowa,  who  is  a  native  of  New  York. 
It  was  in  the  town  of  Phelps,  in  On- 
tario County,  that  he  was  born  to  his 
parents,  Phineas  L.  and  Eveline 
(Robinson)  Sliernian,  on  the  2.sth  of 
Maj',  183G,  and  was  the  third  son  of 
a  distinguislied  family  of  eliildron. 
His  parents  wei'e  likewise  natives  of 
the  Empire  State.  Bnren  R.  attended  the  jjublic 
.soliools  of  his  neighborhood,  bnt  was  sidiseqnently 
given  advantages  of  the  schools  at  Almira,  N.  Y.. 
where  he  acquired  a  very  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  English  branches.  Ilis  fatlier,  who  was  a  me- 
chanic, advised  him  at  the  close  of  his  studies  to 
f!pi>rentlce  kimself  to  learn  some  trade.  He  ac- 
cordingly made  such  arrangements  with  S.  Ayers,  of 
Almira,  to  lear'i  the  trade  of  a  watchmaker.  In 
1955,  however,  he  left  this  position  and  joined  his 
faniilj'  on  their  removal  to  the  then  new  State  of 
Iowa.  They  settled  upon  a  pieep  of  unbroken  prai- 
rie land  on  what  is  now  Geneseo  Township,  Tama 


County,  his  father  having  previously  purchased 
land  from  the  Government.  Here  Buren  R.  labored 
diligentl3Mn  developing  his  father's  fields,  devoting, 
liowever,  leisure  hours  wdiichhe  was  granted,  to  the 
study  of  law.  Before  leaving  his  Eastern  home  he 
had  decided  upon  that  profession  and  began  its 
study  while  yet  in  Almira.  He  soon  secured  a  po- 
sition as  a  book-Ivceper  in  a  neigliboring  town,  avii 
with  the  wages  earned  there,  materially  assisted  ok, 
father  in  the  development  of  their  home  farm.  Ir_ 
the  meantime  he  had  applied  himself  diligently  tc 
the  study  of  his  books,  and  so  studious  had  he 
been  that  in  the  summer  of  1859,  he  was  enabled 
to  i^ass  a  creditable  examin.itionand  to  be  admitted 
to  the  bar.  The  following  spring  the  young  attor- 
ney moved  to  Vinton,  hung  out  his  shingle  and  be- 
gan the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  was  associated 
with  Hon.  William  Smyth,  formerly  District  Judge, 
and  J.  C.  Traer,  under  the  firm  name  of  Smj-th 
Traer  &  Sherman.  The  new  firm  rapidly  grew  into 
prominence,  building  up  a  prosperous  practice, 
wlien  Mr.  Sherman  withdrew  to  tender  his  services 
to  the  Government  in  defense  of  her  integrity  and 
lionor. 

It  was  earl}'  in  18G1,  directly  after  the  enemy  had 
assaulted  the  American  flag  on  Sumter,  that  the 
young  attorney  enlisted  in  Co.  G,  13th  Iowa  Vol. 
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Inf.,  and  immediately  went  to  the  front.  He 
entered  tlie  service  as  Second  Sergeant,  and  in 
February,  1862,  was  made  Second  Lieutenant  of 
Company  E.  On  tlie  fith  of  April  following  he  was 
very  severely  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Pittsbiu'gh 
Landing,  and  while  in  the  hosjiital  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  Captain,  lie  returned  to  his  company 
while  yet  obliged  to  use  iiis  crutches,  and  remained 
on  duty  till  the  summer  of  1863,  when,  by  reason  of 
his  wound,  he  was  compelled  to  resign  and  return 
home.  Soon  after  returning  from  the  armj'  he  was 
elected  County  Judge  of  Benton  County,  and  re- 
elected without  opposition  in  186.5.  In  the  autumn 
of  1.S66  he  resigned  his  judgeship  and  accepted  the 
office  of  Clerk  of  the  District  Court,  to  which  he 
was  re-elected  in  1868,  1870  and  1872,  and  in 
December,  1874,  resigned  in  order  to  accept  the 
office  of  Auditor  of  State,  to  which  office  he  had 
Ijeen  elected  by  a  majority  of  28,425  over  J.  M. 
King,  the  "anti-monopoly  "  candidate.  In  1876  he 
was  renominated  and  received  50,272  more  votes 
than  W.  Growneweg  (Democrat)  and  Leonard 
Browne  (Greenback)  together.  In  1878  he  was 
again  chosen  to  represent  the  Republican  party 
in.  that  office,  and  this  time  received  a  major- 
ity of  7.,164  over  the  combined  votes  of  Col. 
E',''.ioeck  (Democi'at)  andG.  V.  Swearenger  (Green- 
back), In  the  six  j-ears  that  he  held  this  office,  he 
was  untiring  in  his  faithful  application  to  routine 
work  and  devotion  to  his  special  share  of  the  State's 
business.  He  retired  with  such  an  enviable  record 
that  it  was  with  no  surprise  the  jjeople  learned, 
June  27,  1881,  that  he  was  the  nominee  of  the  Be- 
publican  party  for  Governor. 

The  campaign  was  an  exciting  one.  The  General 
Assembly  had  submitted  to  the  people  the  prohibi- 
tory amendment  to  the  Constitution.  This,  while 
not  a  partisan  question,  became  uppermost  in  the 
mind  of  the  public.  Mr.  Sherman  received  133,- 
330  votes,  against  83,244  for  Kinne  and  28,112  for 
D.  M.  Clark,  or  a  plurality  of  50,086  and  a  major- 
ity of  21,974.  In  1883  he  was  re-nominated  by 
the  Republicans,  as  well  as  L.  G.  Kinne  by  the 
Democrats.  The  National  party  offered  J.  B. 
Weaver.  During  the  campaign  these  candidates 
iield  a  number  of  joint  discussions  at  different 
points  in  the  State.     At  the  election  the  vote  was: 


Sherman,  164,182;  Kinne,  139,093:  "Weaver,  23,. 
089  ;  Sherman's  plurality,  25,089 ;  majority.  2,000. 
lu  his  second  inaugural  Gov.  Sherman  said  : 

"  In  assuming,  for  the  second  time,  the  office  ol 
Chief  Magistrate  for  the  State,  I  fully  realize  mj 
grateful  obligations  to  tlie  people  of  Iowa,  through 
whose  generous  confidence  T  am  here.  I  ran  aware 
of  the  duties  and  grave  responsibilities  of  this  ex- 
alted position,  and  as  well  what  is  expected  of  me 
therein.  As  in  the  past  I  have  given  my  undivided 
time  and  serious  attention  thereto,  so  in  the  future 
I  promise  the  most  earnest  devotion  and  untiring 
effort  in  the  faithful  performance  of  my  C)fficial  re- 
quirements. I  have  seen  the  State  glow  from  in- 
fancy to  mature  manhood,  and  each  year  one  of 
substantial  betterment  of  its  jirevious  position. 

'•  Witli  more  railroads  than  any  State,  save  two; 
with  a  school  interest  the  grandest  and  strongest, 
which  commands  the  support  and  confidience  of  all 
the  peoi)le,  and  a  i)oi)ulation,  which  in  its  entirety 
is  superior  to  any  other  in  the  sisterhood,  it  is 
not  strange  the  jn-ide  which  attaches  to  our  people. 
When  we  remember  that  the  results  of  our  efforts  in 
the  direction  of  good  government  have  been 
crowned  with  such  magnificent  success,  and  to-day 
we  have  a  State  in  most  perfect  physical  and  finan- 
cial  condition,  no  wonder  our  hearts  swell  in  honest 
pride  as  we  contemplate  the  past  and  so  confidently 
hope  for  tiie  future.  What  we  may  liecome  de- 
pends on  our  own  efforts,  and  to  that  future  I  look 
with  earnest  and  abiding  confidence." 
i  Gov.  Sherman's  term  of  office  continued  until  Jan. 
14, 1886,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  William  Larra- 
bee,  and  he  is  now,  temporarily,  perhaps,  enjoying 
a  well-e.irned  rest.  He  has  been  a  Republican  since 
the'  organization  of  that  party,  and  his  services  as  a 
campaign  speaker  have  been  for  many  years  in 
great  demand.  As  an  officer  he  has  been  able  to 
make  an  enviable  record.  Himself  honoi'able  and 
thorough,  his  management  of  public  business  has 
been  of  the  same  character,  and  such  as  has  com- 
mended him  to  the  approval  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

He  was  married,  Aug.  20,  1862,  to  Miss  Lena 
Kendall,  of  Vinton,  Iowa,  a  young  lady  ot  rare  ac- 
conii)lishmcnts  and  strength  of  character.  Their 
union  has  been  happy  in  every  respect.  They  have 
two  children — Lena  Kendall  and  Oscar  Eugrjue. 
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ILLIAM  LARRABEE,  the 
present  able  Governor  of 
Iowa,  and  the  twelfth  gen- 
^p  tleman  selected  by  the 
people  as  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate of  the  great  Com- 
monwealth, is  a  native  of 
Connecticut.  His  ancestors 
were  among  the  French  Huguenots  who 
came  to  America  early  in  the  seventeenth 
century  and  located  in  Connecticut.  At 
that  time  they  bore  the  name  of  d'Larra- 
bee.  Adani  Larrabee,  the  father  of  "Will- 
iam, was  born  March  14,  1787,  and  was 
one  of  the  early  graduates  of  the  AVest 
P(jint  Military  Academy.  He  served  hi.s 
country  during  the  War  of  1812,  with  distinction, 
holding  the  position  of  Second  Lieutenant,  to  which 
he  was  commissioned  March  1,  1811.  He  was  pro- 
moted to  the  Captaincy  of  his  company  Feb.  1, 
1814,  and  on  the  30th  of  the  following  March,  at 
the  battle  of  Lacole  Mills,  during  Gen.  Wilkinson's 
campaign  on  the  Saint  Lawrence  River,  he  was 
severely  wounded  in  the  lung.  He  eventually  re- 
covered from  the  injury  and  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Hannah  (4.  Lester.  This  much  esteemed 
lad}'  was  born  June  3, 1798,  and  died  on  the  15tli  cf 
March,  1837.  Capt.  Larrabee  lived  to  an  ad- 
vanced age,  dying  in  1869,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two  years. 

As  above  mentioned,  AVilliam,  our  subject,  was 


born  in  Connecticut,  the  town  of  Ledyard  being 
the  place  of  his  birth  and  Jan.  20,1832,  the  date. 
He  was  the  seventh  child  in  a  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren, and  passed  the  early  years  of  his  life  upon  a 
rugged  New  England  farm,  enjoying  very  meager 
educational  advantages.  He  attended,  during  the 
winter  seasons,  the  neighboring  district  schools 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  nineteen  j'ears,  when, 
during  the  following  two  winters,  he  filled  the  posi- 
tion of  schoolmaster.  He  was  ambitious  to  do 
something  in  life  for  himself  that  would  bring  fort- 
une and  distinction,  but  in  making  his  plans  for  the 
future  he  was  embarrassed  by  a  misfortune  which 
befell  him  when  fourteen  years  of  age.  In  being 
trained  to  the  use  of  firearms  under  his  father's 
direction,  an  accidental  discharge  resulted  in  the 
loss  of  the  sight  in  the  right  eye.  This  conse- 
quently nnfitted  him  for  many  employments  usually 
sought  Ijy  ambitious  young  men.  The  family 
lived  near  the  seashore,  only  two  miles  away,  and 
in  that  neighborhood  it  was  the  custom  for  at  least 
one  son  in  each  family  to  go  upon  the  sea  as  a 
sailor.  The  two  eldest  lirothers  of  our  subject  had 
chosen  this  occupation  while  the  third  remained  in 
charge  of  the  home  farm.  William  was  thus  left 
free  to  chose  for  himself  and,  like  many  of  the 
youths  of  that  day,  he  wisely  turned  his  face  West- 
ward. The  year  1853  found  him  on  this  journey 
toward  the  setting  sun,  stopping  only  when  he 
came  to  the  broad  and  fertile  jjrairies  of  the  new 
State  of  Iowa.     He  first  joined  his  elder  sister,  Mr? 
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E.  H.  Williams,  who  was  at  that  time  living  at 
Garnavillo,  Clayton  County.  It  was  this  t'ircum- 
stance  which  led  the  young  boy  from  Connecticut 
to  select  his  future  home  in  the  northeastern  por- 
tion of  Iowa.  lie  resumed  his  occupation  as  a 
pedagogue,  teaching,  however,  Imt  one  winter, 
which  w.as  passed  at  Hardin.  The  following  three 
years  he  was  employed  in  the  capacity  t)f  foreman 
on  the  Grand  ISIcadow  farm  of  his  lirother-in-law. 
Judge  Williams. 

In  1857  he  bought  a  one-third  interest  in  the 
Clermont  Mills,  and  located  at  Clermont,  Fayette 
County.  He  soon  was  able  to  buy  the  other  two- 
thirds,  and  within  a  year  found  himself  sole  owner. 
He  operated  this  mill  until  187-t  when  he  sold  to 
S.  M.  Leach.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  he 
offered  to  enlist,  but  was  rejected  on  account  of 
the  loss  of  his  right  eye.  Being  informed  he  might 
possibly  be  admitted  as  a  commissioned  officer,  he 
I'aised  a  company  and  received  a  commission  as 
First  Lieutenant,  but  was  again  rejected  for  the 
same  dis.aliility. 

After  selling  the  mill  3Ir.  Larrabee  devoted  him- 
self to  farming,  and  started  a  private  bank  at  Cler- 
mont. He  also,  experimentally,  started  a  large 
nursery,  but  this  resulted  only  in  confirming  the 
belief  that  Northern  Iowa  has  too  rigorous  a  cli- 
mate for  fruit-raising. 

Mr.  Larrabee  did  not  begin  his  political  career 
until  1867.  He  was  reared  as  a  Whig  and  became 
a  RepuT)lican  on  the  organization  of  that  party. 
While  interested  in  politics  he  generally  refused 
local  offices,  serving  only  as  Treasurer  of  the 
School  Board  prior  to  18G7.  In  the  autumn  of 
that  year,  on  the  Republican  ticket,  he  was  elected 
to  represent  his  county  in  the  State  Senate.  To 
this  high  position  he  was  re-elected  from  time  to 
time,  so  that  he  served  as  Senator  continuously  for 
eighteen  years  before  being  promoted  to  the  high- 
est office  in  the  State.  He  was  so  jiopular  at  home 
that  he  w.as  generally  re-nominated  liy  acclamation, 
»nd  for  some  years  the  Democrats  did   not  even 


make  nonnnations.  During  the  whole  eighteen 
3'ears  Senator  Larrabee  was  a  member  of  the  prin- 
cipal committee,  that  on  Ways  and  Means,  of  which 
he  was  generally  Chairman,  and  was  also  a  member 
of  other  committees.  In  the  pursuit  of  the  duties 
thus  devolving  u])()n  him,  he  was  indefatigable. 
It  is  said  that  he  never  missed  a  committee  meet- 
ing. Not  alone  in  this,  Init  in  private  and  jjulilir 
Ijusiness  of  all  kinds,  his  uniform  h.abit  is  that  (jf 
close  ajiplication  to  work.  Many  of  the  important 
measures  passed  by  the  Legislature  owe  their  ex- 
istence or  present  form  to  him. 

He  was  a  candidate  for  the  gubernatorial  nomina- 
tion in  1881,  but  entered  the  contest  too  late,  as 
Gov.  Sherman's  followLiig  had  been  successfully 
organized.  In  1 885  it  was  generallj'  conceded  be- 
fore the  meeting  of  the  convention  that  he  would 
be  nominated,  which  he  was,  and  his  election  fol- 
lowed as  a  matter  of  course.  lie  was  inaugurated 
Jan.  14,  1886,  and  so  far  has  made  an  excellent 
Governor.  His  position  in  regard  to  the  liquor 
question,  that  on  which  political  fortunes  are  made 
and  lost  in  Iowa,  is  that  the  majority  should  rule. 
He  was  personally  in  favor  of  high  license,  but 
having  been  elected  Governor,  and  sworn  to  up- 
hold the  Constitution  and  execute  the  laws,  he  pro- 
poses to  do  so. 

A  Senator  who  sat  beside  him  in  the  Senate  de 
clares  him  to  be  "a  man  of  the  broadest  compre- 
hension and  information,  an  extraordinarily  clear 
reasoner,  fair  and  conscientious  in  his  .conclusions, 
and  of  Spartan  firmness  in  his  matured  judgment," 
and  says  that  ''  he  brings  the  practical  facts  and 
philosophy  of  human  nature,  the  science  and  his- 
tory of  law,  to  aid  in  his  decisions,  and  adheres  with 
the  earnestness  of  Jefferson  and  Sumner  to  the 
fundamental   principles  of   the  people's    rights." 

Gov.  Larrabee  was  married  Sept.  12, 1861,  at  Cler- 
mont, to  Anna  M.  Appelman,  daughter  of  Capt. 
G.  A.  Appelman.  Gov.  Larrabee  has  seven  chil- 
dren— Charles,  Augusta,  Julia,  Auua,  William, 
Frederic  and  Helen. 
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>ORACE  BOIES,  Governor 
of  Iowa,  is  a  lawyer  bj" 
profession,  and  a  resident 
of  the  city  of  Waterloo, 
of  tliis  State,  where  he 
has  been  in  active  prac- 
tice since  April,  1867.  Governor 
Boies  is  a  son  of  Eber  and  Hettie 
(Ilenshaw)  Boies,  and  was  born  in 
Aurora,  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,on  the 
7th  day  of  December,  1827.  His 
father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
and  in  moderate  circumstances,  and 
Horace  was  reared  under  the 
healthful  and  moral  influences  of 
farm  life,  lie  attended  tlie  public  scliools,  as  op- 
portunitj'  afforded,  until  sixteen  j'ears  of  age,  when 
being  inspired  with  an  ambition  to  see  more  of  the 
world  tlian  had  been  possiuie  for  him  within  the 
narrow  limits  of  his  native  town,  with  the  added 
variety  of  an  occasional  visit  to  Buffalo,  he  per- 
suaded liis  parents  to  consent  to  his  departure  for 
the  West.  Passage  was  secured  on  a  steamer  at 
Buffalo,  which  was  bound  up  the  lakes,  and  in  due 
time  he  landed  at  tiie  little  hamlet  of  Racine,  Wis. 
This  was  in  the   siiring  of    1 S43,  while  Wisconsin 


was  a  Territory  and  but  sparsely  settled.  The  total 
cash  assets  of  the  youthful  emigrant  amounted  to 
but  seventy-five  cents,  which  necessitated  strict 
economy  and  immediate  employment.  Not  finding 
a  favorable  opening  at  Racine  he  struck  out  on 
foot  in  search  of  work  among  the  farmers,  which 
he  secured  with  a  settler  near  Rochester,  and  some 
twenty  miles  from  Racine.  His  employer  proved** 
a  hard  task-master  and  kept  the  boy  hard  at  the  la- 
borious work  of  ditch  digging,  while  ho  stinted 
him  at  meals.  After  a  month  spent  in  a  half- 
starved  condition,  and  over-worked,  the  subject  of 
our  sketch  received  the  sum  of  §10  for  his  services, 
and  broken  down  in  health,  moved  on  a  few  miles, 
where  he  luckily  fell  in  with  a  family  that  had 
moved  from  the  neighborhood  of  his  home.  They 
proved  true  friends  and  kindly  cared  for  him 
through  a  long  illness,  that  was  the  legitimate  con- 
sequence of  his  previous  ntonth  of  hardship  and 
starvation. 

On  recovering  his  health,  young  Boies  continued 
at  farm  work  until  a  year  had  elapsed  since  he  had 
left  his  home.  He  then  returned  to  his  native 
town,  having  learned  the  useful  lesson  of  self-re- 
liance, which  in  after  years  enabled  him  to  more 
easily  overcome  the  difficulties    that  beset  the  way 
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of  him  who  has  to  hew  out  his  own  road  to  success. 

On  his  return  to  Aurora,  Mr.  Boies  pursued  a 
course  of  study  at  the  Aurora  Academj-.  and  later 
spent  one  winter  in  teaching  school  in  Boone 
Count}',  111.  Returning  to  New  York,  he  was  mar- 
ried in  Aurora,  on  the  18th  of  Apiil,  1848,  to  Miss 
Adela  King,  a  daughter  of  Darius  and  Hannah 
King.  Mrs.  Boies  was  born  in  Eric  County,  N.  Y. 
Three  children  were  born  of  their  union,  of  whom 
onl}'  one  is  now  living,  a  daughter,  Adela,  who  was 
the  wife  of  .John  W.  Carson,  now  deceased.  Mi-s. 
Carson  resides  at^It.  Vernon.  Iowa. 

In  1850  Mr.  Boies  began  thestud}- of  law  in  Au- 
rora and  pursued  it  in  that  place  and  also  in  Bos- 
ton, of  Erie  County;  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
at  Buffalo,  at  tiie  general  term  of  tlie  Supreme 
Court  ill  November,  1852.  He  pursued  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  in  Buffalo  and  vicinity  with 
marked  success,  and  in  the  fall  of  1857  was  chosen 
to  represent  his  district  in  the  New  York  House  of 
Representatives,  for  tiie  session  of  1858. 

In  the  autumn  of  1855  Mr.  Boies  was  called  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  in  November, 
of  that  jear.  He  was  married  again  in  December, 
1858,  in  Waterloo,  Iowa,  to  Miss  Versalia  M.  Bar- 
ber, a  daugiiter  of  Dr.  P.  J.  Barber.  Mrs.  Boies 
was  born  in  Boston,  P^rie  County,  N.  Y.,  and  had 
removed  to  Iowa  six  months  prior  to  her  marriage. 
4rShe  died  in  April,  1877,  leaving  three  children,  a 
daughter  and  two  sons.  Eaii  L.,  the  eldest,  was 
graduated  at  Cornell  College,  studied  law  with  his 
father,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1886,  and  is  now 
his  father's  partner.  Jessie,  the  only  daughter,  is 
her  father's  companion  and  housekeeper.  Herbert 
B.,  the  youngest,  is  a  law  student,  reading  law  in 
his  f.ather's  office. 

Mr.  Boies  after  pursuing  the  priictice  of  his  pro- 
fession at  Buffalo  and  vicinity  for  fifteen  years,  re- 
moved to  Iowa,  and  settled  at  Waterloo,  in  April, 
1867.  He  at  once  formed  a  law  partnership  with  H. 
B.  Allen,  and  for  a  time  the  firm  was  Boies  &  Allen, 
then  Carlton  F.  Couch,  the  present  district  judge, 
was  admitted  to  membership,  and  the  firm  name  be- 
came Boies,  Allen  <fe  Couch.  That  connection  was 
continued  until  1878,  when  Mr.  Allen,  on  account  of 
failing  health,  was  obliged  to  withdraw.  The  firm 
continued  under  the  style  of  Boies  &    Couch  until 


1884,  when  Mr.  Couch  was  elected  Judge  of  the 
Ninth  Judicial  District.  Mr.  Boies  was  then  alone 
in  business  for  a  short  time,  until  joined  by  his 
eldest  son,  E.  L.  In  1886  Mr.  James  L.  Husted 
was  admitted  to  membership  in  the  firm,  which  has 
since  continued  under  the  name  of  Boies,  Husted 
&  Boies,  and  which  is  widely  known  .as  a  leading 
law  firm  of  Eastern  Iowa. 

Gov.  Boies  was  a  Whig  in  early  life,  and  on  the 
disruption  of  that  party  and  the  formation  of  the 
Republican  party,  he  joined  the  latter.  But  he  was 
never  ambitious  to  serve  in  official  |)Ositions,  and 
with  tlie  exception  of  one  term  in  the  New  York 
Legislature  and  one  term  as  City  Attorney  .at  Wa- 
terloo, he  held  no  office  of  consequence  until  elected 
Governor  of  Iowa  in  the  fall  of  1889.  He  main- 
tained his  connection  with  the  Republican  party 
until  1882,  since  which  time  he  has  affiliated  with 
the  Democrats.  Gov.  Boies  enjoys  the  distinction 
of  being  the  first  Governor  of  Iowa  elected  by  the 
Democratic  party  for  a  period  of  thirty-five  j-ears, 
and  was  the  only  successful  candidate  of  bis  party 
on  the  State  ticket  at  the  late  election.  Consider- 
ing the  fact  th.at  the  State  was  carried  the  j'ear  pre- 
vious in  the  Presidential  election,  by  a  majority  of 
thirty-five  thousand  in  favor  of  the  Republicans, 
the  success  of  Gov.  Boies  may  be  said  to  have  been 
a  marked  compliment  to  him  as  a  man  and  a  leader, 
without  disparaging  the  splendid  campaign  work  of 
his  party  managers,  or  ignoring  the  effect  of  the  evi- 
dent change  in  popular  political  sentiment  in  Iowa. 

As  a  lawyer.  Gov.  Boies  has  won  prominence  by 
his  ability  and  well-grounded  knowledge  of  law, 
an  earnest  and  conscientious  regard  for  the  inter- 
ests of  his  clients,  and  the  confidence  and  respect 
he  never  fails  to  command  in  .addressing  the  court 
or  jury.  His  life  has  been  a  busy  one,  and  success 
has  been  achieved  by  indefatigable  industry,  close 
study,  and  strict  integritj^  of  character.  He  is  not 
a  politician  in  the  common  acceptation  of  the  term, 
and  the  nomination  for  Governor  came  to  him  un- 
sought and  was  oiilj'  accepted  through  a  sense  of 
duty  to  the  party  with  whose  principles  he  was  in 
close  sympathy.  Ho  enters  upon  the  discharge  of 
his  official  duties  under  peculiar  circumstances,  but 
with  the  confidence  of  all  parties  that  his  adminis- 
trrtion  will  be  able,  honest  and  fair. 
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^';!^ HE  time  has  arrived  when   it 
becomes  the    duty    of   the 
people  of  this  county  to  per- 
petuate the  names  of  their 
pioneers,  to  furnish  a  record 
of   their    early    settlement, 
and  relate  the  story  of  their 
progress.     The  civilization  of  our 
day,  the  enlightenment  of  the  age 
and  the  duty  that  men  of  the  pres- 
ent time  owe  to  their  ancestors,  to 
themselves  and  to  their  posterity, 
demand  that  a  record  of  their  lives 
and  deeds  should  be  made.  In  bio- 
graphical history  is  found  a  power 
to   instruct  man   by  precedent,  to 
enliven   the   mental  faculties,  and 
to  waft  down  the  river  of  time  a 
safe  vessel  in  which  the  names  and   actions  of  the 
people  who  contributed  to  raise  this  country  from  its 
primitive  state  may  be  preserved.  Surely  and  rajjidly 
the  great  and  aged  men,  who  in  their  prime  entered 
tlie  wilderness  and  claimed  tlie  virgin    soil   as   their 
iieritage,  are  passing  to  their  graves.  The  number  re- 
maining who  can  relate  the  incidents  of  the  first  days 
jf  settlement  is  becoming  small  indeed,  so  that  an 
actual  necessity  exists  for  the  collection  and   preser- 
vation of  events   without  delay,  before  all   the   early 
seitler.s  are  cut  down  by  the  scythe  of  Time. 

To  be  forgotten  has  been  the  great  dread  of  mankind 
from  remotest  ages.  All  will  be  forgotten  soon  enough, 
in  spite  of  iheir  best  works  and  the  most  earnest 
efforts  of  their  friends  to  perserve  the  memory  of 
their  lives.  The  means  employed  to  prevent  oblivion 
and  to  perpetuate  their  memory  lias  been  in  propor- 
tion to  the  amount  of  intelligence  they  possessed. 
Th  ;  [jyramids  of  Egypt  were  Ijuilt  to  perpetuate  the 
names  and  deeds  of  their  great  rulers.  The  exhu- 
mations made  by  the  archeologists  of  Egypt  from 
buried  Memphis  indicate  a  desire  of  those   people 


to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  their  achievements. 
The  erection  of  the  great  obelisks  were  for  the  same 
purpose.  Coming  down  to  a  later  period,  we  find  the 
Greeks  and  Romans  erecting  mausoleums  and  monu- 
ments, and  carving  out  statues  to  chronicle  their 
great  achievements  and  carry  them  down  the  ages. 
It  is  also  evident  that  the  Mound-builders,  in  piling 
up  their  great  nioimds  of  earth,  had  but  this  idea — 
to  leave  something  to  show  that  they  had  lived.  All 
these  works,  though  many  of  them  costly  in  the  ex- 
treme, give  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  lives  and  charac- 
ters of  those  whose  memory  they  were  intended  to 
perpetuate,  and  scarcely  anything  of  the  masses  of 
the  people  that  then  lived.  The  great  pyramids  and 
some  of  the  obelisks  remain  objects  only  of  curiosity ; 
the  mausoleums,  monuments  and  statues  are  crum- 
bling into  dust. 

It  was  left  to  modern  ages  to  establish  an  intelli- 
gent, undecaying,  immutable  method  of  perpetuating 
a  fiill  history — immutable  in  that  it  is  almost  un- 
limited in  extent  and  perpetual  in  its  action;  and 
this  is  through  the  art  of  printing. 

To  the  present  generation,  however,  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  introduction  of  the  admirable  system 
of  local  biography.  By  this  system  every  man,  though 
he  has  not  achieved  what  the  world  calls  greatness, 
his  the  means  to  perpetuate  his  life,  his  history, 
through  the  coming  ages. 

The  scythe  of  Time  cuts  down  all ;  nothing  of  the 
physical  man  is  left.  The  monument  which  his  chil- 
dren or  friends  may  erect  to  his  memory  in  the  ceme- 
tery will  crumble  into  dust  and  pass  away;  but  his 
life,  his  achievements,  the  work  he  has  accomplished, 
which  otherwise  would  be  forgotten,  is  perpetuated 
by  a  record  of  this  kind. 

To  preserve  the  lineaments  of  our  companions  we 
engrave  their  portraits,  for  the  same  reason  we  col- 
lect the  attainable  facts  of  their  history.  Nor  do  we 
think  it  necessary,  as  we  speak  only  truth  of  them,  to 
wait  until  they  are  dead,  or  until  those  who  know 
them  are  gone:  to  do  this  we  are  ashamed  only  to 
publish  to  the  world  the  history  of  those  whose  lives 
are  unworthy  of  oublic  record. 
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TEPHP^N  EDDY  RCJBINSON 
M.  D.,  whose  portrait  appears 
on  the  opposite  page,  the  ok% 
est  physician  in  continuous 
years  of  practice  in  West 
I'nion  anil  a  i)r()miui'nt  mem- 
ber of  tlie  profession  in  North- 
eastern Iowa,  was  horn  in  Clinton, 
La  Porte  County,  Ind.,  May  7,  1838. 
His  father,  a  native  of  Bracken 
County,  Ky.,  born  December  23, 
1707,  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Champaign  County,  Ohio,  in  his 
youth  and  in  tlie  Buclveye  State  met 
and  married  Anna  Jones.  Witli  iiis 
family  he  removed  to  LaPorte  Coun- 
ty, Ind.,  wiicre  he  resided  imtii  184G, 
when  he  emigrated  to  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin, 
Ideating  on  a  farm  near  Evansville,  Rock  County. 
ISIr.  Ivobinson  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
all  his  life  and  continued  his  lesidence  near  Evans- 
ville until  1873,  when  he  came  to  West  Union  where 
his  death  occurred  in  SejHember,  1888,  at  the  age 
of  ninetv-one  years.  His  wife  was  born  in  Urbana, 
Oliio,  in  1805,  and  died  in  West  Union",  January  2, 
1881,  aged  seventy-five  years.  Tiie  family  of  this 
vcneraljle  couple  consisted  of  one  son  and  six 
daughters.  The  son  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
The  daughters  are  Sarah  Jane,  widow  of  Curtis  R. 
Bent;  Henrietta  W.,  wife  of  Leander  (Jui^ey,  of 


Boise  City,  Idaho;  Eleanora  D.,  wife  of  C.  R.  Bent, 
died  in  18.56;  Charlotte  A.,  wife  of  D.  W.  Twitch- 
ell,  died  in  Januar}',  1873;  Mary  I.,  is  the  wife  of 
William  Burgess,  of  Hancock  County,  Iowa;  and 
one  died  in  infanc3'. 

The  Doctor  was  e(Jucated  in  the  Evansville  Sem- 
inary and  at  the  Lawrence  University  at  Appleton, 
Wis.  He  took  two  medical  courses  in  the  Rush 
Medical  College  of  Chicago,  belonging  to  the  class 
of  1858-59-60,  but  left  school  before  his  gradua- 
tion. On  the  28th  of  April  of  that  year,  he  arrived 
in  West  Union,  and  opening  an  office,  embarked 
upon  the  practice  of  his  profession.  At  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  lale  war,  he  was  among  the  first  to 
offer  his  services  in  defense  of  the  Union,  enlisting 
on  the  20th  of  May  as  a  member  of  Companv  F, 
Third  Iowa  Infantry.  He  participated  in  the  battle 
of  Shiloli  and  immediately  after  that  engagement 
was,  by  s|)ecial  order  of  Gen.  Halleck,  appointed 
surgeon  in  the  field,  and  assigned  to  the  duty  of 
inspecting  hospitals  in  his  department.  He  was 
also  made  surgeon  of  the  General  Field  Hospital 
and  was  employed  professionally  in  various  places; 
was  for  a  time  on  Gen.  John  Pope's  staff  and  was 
at  one  time  surgeon  in  charge  of  a  battery.  He 
was  commissioned  surgeon  of  the  Tiiird  Iowa  In- 
fantry and  of  the  Thirty-eighth  Iowa  Infantry,  but 
did  not  act  under  either  commission,  continuing  to 
serve  as  surgeon  until  December,  1863,  when  he 
retired   from  the  service  and   resumed  practice  in 
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Wost  l^nion.  In  the  fall  of  1866  lie  re-entered 
Rush  Medical  College  nnd  after  a  regular  course  of 
lectiiri'S  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  18G7,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  in  active  practice  in  W>>st 
Union. 

Dr.  Roliinson  \vas  married  in  Waterloo,  Iowa, 
.Sc|itcnil)er  2o,  1867,  to  Miss  Sarah  Elizabeth  Art- 
man,  a  daughter  of  Reuben  and  Clarissa  (Piatt) 
Aitnian,  of  Angelica,  N.  Y.,  and  a  native  of  Liv- 
ingston County.  N.  Y.  Iler  father  was  a  native  of 
P^■nn^vlvania  and  her  mother  was  born  in  the  Kni- 
pire  Stale.  Three  children,  two  sons  and  a  daugh- 
ter grace  their  union:  Reuben  Artraan,  the  eldest, 
is  a  ph.-iiinacist  and  druggist  of  Ronaiizo,  Wyo.; 
Anna  Eleanora  is  now  studying  in  the  Northwestern 
University  of  Evanston,  III.,  and  will  graduate  in 
the  class  of  .luiie.  1891.  She  is  a  thorough  student, 
possesses  superior  talent  as  an  elocutionist  and  is 
esteemed  a  young  lady  of  rare  promise.  Richard 
Eddy,  the  3'oungest,  is  a  student  and  resides  at 
home. 

Mrs.  Robinson  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  while  the  Doctor  belongs  to  the  Methodist 
Church.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican  and  for 
j'tars  has  taken  an  active  part  in  political  campaigns 
in  Iowa.  He  is  at  present  chairman  of  the  Favette 
County  Re|)ublican  Committee,  and  a  member  of 
the  Congressional  Republican  Committee  of  this 
district.  He  was  the  candidate  of  his  party  for 
State  Senator  in  I880  and  while  unsuccessful  in  the 
election  received  the  complimentary  liome  indorse- 
ment of  nearly  three  hundred  more  votes  than  his 
.party  ticket.  The  Doctor  aided  in  the  organization 
of  the  Fayette  County  Medical  Association  some 
twenty-two  years  ago  and  has  served  as  President 
of  that  body  five  times.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Iowa  State  Medical  Association,  of  which  he  was 
President  in  1881,  and  has  also  been  a  member  of 
the  American  Medical  Association  since  1872.  He 
was  elected  t')  a  professorship  in  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  Chicago  but  declined 
tc)  accept.  He  is  Division  .Surgeon  for  the  Hurllng- 
ton,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Railroad,  for  the 
division  between  Independence  and  Decurah,  and 
■>f  the  Chicago.  Milwaukee  &.  St.  Paul  Railroad,  for 
the  "Volga  Valley  Branch.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  National  Association  of  Railway  Surgeons.     He 


takes  consideralile  interest  in  civic  societies  and 
aided  in  the  organization  of  Abernethy  Post,  No. 
•18,  G.  A.  R.,  of  which  he  served  as  Commander 
during  the  first  and  second  terms  and  once  since, 
lie  is  a  prominent  Mason,  belonging  to  West  Union 
Lodge  No.  69,  A.  F.  &  A.  51.,  of  which  he  has 
served  as  Worshipful  Master;  to  Clermont  Chapter, 
No.  62,  R.  A.  M. ;  to  Langrldge  Commandery,  No. 
47,  K.  T.,  of  which  he  is  now  serving  his  third 
term  as  Eminent  Commander  and  is  also  a  member 
of  Orient  Consistory  of  Lyons,  he  having  attained 
the  thirty-second  degree. 

The  Doctor  has  been  identified  with  the  care  of 
the  insane  of  the  Stale  for  several  3ears.  He  was 
appointed  a  Trustee  of  the  Iowa  Hospital  for  the 
Insane,  at  Independence  and  served  in  that  position 
from  1883  until  1886  inclusive.  It  is  now  nearly 
thirty-one  years  since  the  Doctor  entered  upon  his 
profession  in  West  Union  and  during  this  long 
period  he  has  been  known  to  the  people  of  North- 
eastern Iowa  as  a  physician  and  surgeon  of  superior 
ability  and  skill  and  is  now  ripe  in  experience, 
though  only  in  the  prime  of  life.  He  is  a  close 
student  and  has  kept  well  up  with  the  progress  and 
advanced  thought  in  his  profession,  while  his  super- 
ior ability  has  won  for  him  a  flattering  prominence 
in  tlie  councils  of  the  Jledical  Associations  of  the 
Slate  and  Nation,  while  as  a  citizen  and  neighbor 
he  enjoys  the  confidence  and  respect  of  a  wide 
circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 


tffiS? 


11  _  ARRISQN  BUTLER,  a  retired  farmer  resid- 
ji,  ing  on  section  5,  Westfield  Townshi|),  well 
deserves  a  representation  in  this  volume  for 
he  is  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of 
the  county.  The  family  from  which  he  is  descended 
is  of  Scottish  origin.  His  great-grandfather,  a 
native  of  Scotland  and  a  stone-cutter  by  trade,  emi- 
grated to  this  country,  and  in  Baltimore  County, 
Md.,  his  son  Joseph,  grandfather  of  Harrison,  was 
born  and  reared  to  manhood.  He  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation  and  in  Baltimore  County  married  and 
had  eighteen  children,  one  of  whom,  Absalom,  was 
born  May  26,  1789.     Under  the  parental   roof  he 
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spent  his  boyhood  days  and  at  the  ago  ot  twenty 
left  for  Virginia,  where  he  became  acquainted  vvith 
and  wedded  Jane  Lane,  a  native  of  that  State.  Tliey 
emigrated  to  Oliio,  tlien  on  tlie  western  frontier 
and  haii  llie  usual  experiences  of  a  pioneer,  includ- 
ing adventures  with  tiie  Indians  and  many  hard- 
ships on  account  of  tlieir  distance  from  settlements 
where  supjilies  and  provisions  could  be  obtained. 
Mr.  r.utler  purchased  military  land  and  in  the 
midst  of  a  deep  forest  hewed  out  a  farm.  In  1820 
he  removed  to  JMuskingum  County,  Oliio,  locating 
about  ten  miles  from  Zanesville,  whtie  he  made  his 
home  for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  In  1845  we  find 
him  residing  in  Greene  County,  Wis.,  near  Monroe, 
and  four  years  later  he  is  numbered  among  the 
citizens  of  \Vest  Union,  Iowa,  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  dying  in  October,  1863,  at 
tlie  age  of  seventy-six  years.  The  death  of  his 
wife  occurred  in  1867,  when  seventy-eight  years  of 
age.  For  many  years  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church  and  in  politics  w.as  a  strong  Whig 
until  just  prior  to  the  late  war  when  he  siip[)0rted 
Democracy.  To  him  pioneer  life  was  very  attrac- 
tive and  he  was  well  fitted  to  withstand  its  liard- 
ships  and  difficulties.  A  respected  citizen  he  left 
many  friends  at  his  death  who  sincerely  mourned 
his  loss. 

Our  subject,  who  was  born  in  Tuscaiawas  County, 
Ohio,  October  26,  1815,  was  one  of  nine  children. 
Abraham,  the  eldest,  died  near  Charles  City,  Fk)yd 
County,  Iowa;  Joseph  died  in  Lawrenceville,  111.; 
Harrison  is  the  next  younger;  Jolin,  who  was  a 
Baptist  preacher,  died  in  Kansas;  Caleb  departed 
this  life  in  Fayette  County;  Mrs.  Sarah  McCam- 
maut,  is  now  deceased;  Eiliza  J.  died  in  West 
Union;  Absalom  is  living  in  Kansas;  and  Henry 
Lewis  is  deceased. 

At  the  time  of  the  removal  of  his  family  to 
Muskingum  County,  Ohio,  our  subject  was  a  lad 
of  five  j-ears  and  he  there  remained  until  twenty- 
eight  years  of  age.  As  his  services  were  needed 
at  home  upon  the  farm  and  the  schools  were  not 
of  a  very  advanced  grade,  his  educational  advan- 
tages were  consequently  very  limited.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-four  he  chose  as  a  helpmate  on  life's 
journey  Miss  Amanda  Gist,  their  marriage  being 
celebrated  on  April    14,  1839.     She    was  born  in 


Muskingum  County,  April  25,  1819,  but  her  people 
were  from  Maryland  and  Virginia.  Four  years 
they  spent  in  the  Buckeye  State  and  then  removed 
to  Greene  County,  Wis.,  where  they  remained  for 
seven  years.  Mr.  Butler  always  kept  ahead  of  the 
railroads  and  in  the  spring  of  1850  came  to  Iowa, 
claiming  the  land  on  which  he  now  resides.  It  was 
entirely  unimproved  but  had  a  line  spring  and 
grove  upon  it,  and  with  his  usual  foresight  he  saw 
that  by  cultivation  it  would  make  a  fine  farm  and 
after  years  have  verified  his  prediction.  He  claimed 
the  land  on  the  7th  of  June,  1849,  purchasing  it 
when  it  came  into  market  and  moved  his  family 
thereon  in  the  spring  of  1850.  For  the  success 
which  he  has  achieved  Mr.  Butler  deserves  great 
praise.  He  borrowed  the  money  at  30  per  cent. 
interest,  with  which  he  met  the  expenses  of  the 
journey.  That  however,  is  the  onl}^  money  he  has 
ever  borrowed.  He  believes  in  paying  his  way  as 
he  goes  and  is  honest  as  the  day  is  long.  He  worked 
hard  to  accumulate  a  competence,  toiling  from 
early  morning  until  late  at  night,  but  his  efforts 
were  at  length  crowned  with  prosiierity  and  he  has 
now  laid  aside  all  business  cares  and  is  living  a 
retired  life,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  former  labor. 
His  farm  comprises  two  hundred  and  two  acres  of 
arable  land  and  fifty-two  acres  of  timber  land,  and 
he  has  given  a  considerable  amount  to  his  children, 
thus  iiermitting  them  to  start  in  life  under  more 
favorable  circumstances  than  he  did. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Butler  were  born,  Mrs.  Arram 
Blount,  who  died  in  1878;  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Finch,  who 
was  born  in  Ohio  and  is  now  living  in  West  Union; 
Absalom,  who  was  born  in  Wisconsin  and  died  in 
1865,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years;  Mrs.  Sarah  E. 
Hough,  who  was  born  in  Wisconsin,  is  now  living 
near  Oelwein;  Joseph,  who  was  born  in  Wisconsin, 
married  Clara  Kelsy  of  Fayette,  and  is  now  a  farmer 
of  Westfleld  Township;  George,  who  married  Clara 
Dorland  and  operates  a  part  of  the  home  farm,  and 
also  owns  a  small  farm;  John,  who  wedded  Mary 
Gillett  and  farms  a  part  of  the  old  homestead;  and 
William  II.,  who  married  Ada  Molt  and  is  living 
in  California.  The  children  all  grew  to  mature 
years  and  received  good  common-school  educations, 
thus  fitting  them  for  the  duties  of  life. 

A  few  years  since,  Mr.  Butler  and   his  estimable 
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wife  i-etiirnerl  to  Ohio  on  a  visit  and  found  the  old 
log  house  still  standing  in  which  they  had  made 
their  lu)me  a  half  century  before.  This  worthy 
couple  are  numbered  among  the  best  citizens  of  the 
community  and  have  won  tiie  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  all  who  know  them.  He  has  been  identi- 
fied witli  the  upbuilding-  of  the  county  and  all  that 
jiertains  to  its  advancement  and  best  interests.  He 
liuilt  and  furnished  the  schoolhouse  in  his  district 
and  has  done  much  for  the  cause  of  education.  In 
politics  he  was  first  a  Wliig  and  supported  Gen.  W. 
H.  Harrison  at  two  elections.  In  18,50,  he  became 
a  Democrat  and  has  since  voted  with  that  party. 
He  has  held  a  number  of  township  offices,  serving 
aeceptabl}-,  and  in  1854  was  nominated  as  the  Dem- 
oratic  candidate  for  .Sheriff  but  was  defeated  owing 
to  tlie  large  majority  of  tiic  opposing  parly.  He 
and  his  wife  are  faitiiful  and  consistent  meriibers  of 
the  B.'iptist  Church,  in  whicli  he  has  been  a  local 
preacher  for  more  than  a  third  of  a  centmy.  In 
tliis  county  he  has  had  charge  of  two  congregations 
and  has  done  efficient  work  in  tl\e  cause  of  the  min- 
istry. 


ORUIS  J.  THO.MPSON  litis  for  thirty  years 
resided  upon  his  farm  on  section  31,  Fair- 
field Township.  Add  to  that  period  seven 
years  and  we  have  the  length  of  time  in 
whicli  lie  has  resided  in  the  county.  He  was  born 
in  CarrwU  County,  Ohio,  .September  3,  1829,  and  is 
of  Scotch  descent.  His  great-grandfaliier  and 
grandfather  were  botli  born  in  Maryland,  the  lat- 
ter being'rearod  on  a  farm  near  Baltimore  where  be 
married.  In  an  early  daj'  he  removed  to  Harrison 
County,  Ohio,  then  a  now  country,  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  devoting  the  greater  part 
of  his  attention  to  farming.  In  religious  belief  he 
was  a  LTniversalist.  Tlie  family  numbered  eight 
children,  of  whom  Zacariah,  father  of  onr  subject, 
w.as  born  in  Maryland,  February  12,  17i(6.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-one  lie  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Ohio,  and  four  j-ears  later  married  Priscilla  Al- 
bangh,  a  la<ly  of  Holland  descent  who  was  born 
and  reared  in   Harrison  now  Carroll  County,  hav 


ing  never  been  outside  its  borders  until  she  accom- 
panied her  husband  to  Iowa.  He  obtained  land  from 
the  Government  in  Fayette  County  and  from  the 
wild  prairie  developed  a  good  farm,  upon  which  he 
reside!  for  eleven  years  and  where  he  died.  Many 
were  tlie  hardships  and  privations  endured  by  the 
caily  settlers  and  to  them  we  owe  a  debt  of  grati- 
tude wliiuh  can  never  be  I'epaid.  All  of  their  salt 
had  to  be  brought  across  the  mountains  and  a 
bushel  of  wheat  would  not  l)uy  a  pound  of  coffee. 
Kleven  children,  however,  came  to  bless  the  home 
witli  tlieir  presence.  About  18G5  Zacariah  Thomp- 
son and  his  wife  bade  good  bye  to  Ohio  and  came 
to  Iowa,  settling  on  a  farm  about  one  mile  from 
Brush  Creek,  where  the  remainder  of  their  lives 
were  s|ient.  Her  death  occurred  in  1874,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-eight  and  he  died  in  October,  1880,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-four.  Wlien  a  young  man  Mr. 
Tliomixson  had  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  vvliich 
he  followed  to  some  extent  in  connection  with 
farming  but  made  the  latter  oecu|)ation  his  chief 
work  in  life.  He  and  his  wife  were  members  of 
the  Christian  Church  for  a  half  century,  having 
joined  the  movement  in  its  beginning.  While  a 
young  man  he  w.as  ordained  for  the  ministry  and 
was  active  in  the  work  and  interests  of  the  church, 
doing  much  work  for  the  Master.  He  w.as  a  Dem- 
ocrat in  i>olilics  and  an  honest,  u|n'ight  citizen,  who 
made  the  world  better  for  his  h.'iving  lived. 

Of  the  eleven  children  in  the  Thompson  famil}', 
ten  grew  to  mature  years.  William  was  one  of  the 
earl\-  settlers  of  Smithfield  Township,  where  he 
still  resides;  Eli,  in  Nebraska;  Saiiniel,  who  died 
in  Ohio  in  18fi4;  Morris,  our  suliject;  Mrs.  Cathe- 
rine Amos  and  Alexander,  both  of  Nebraska;  Mrs. 
Martha  Allen,  of  Ringgold  County,  Iowa;  Allen,  a 
veteran  of  an  Ohio  regiment  in  the  late  war;  Fliza- 
beth,  of  Ringgold  County ;  and  David,  a  farmer  of 
Fairfield  Township. 

Looking  backward  many  years  we  find  Morris 
conning  his  lessons  in  a  log  schof)lhouse  tiiat  is  fur- 
nished with  slal)  seats,  a  huge  fireplace  in  one  end 
and  desks  along  the  wall.  He  only  attended  in 
the  winter  season  and  then  was  frequently  absent 
on  account  of  the  work  upon  the  farm  requiring  his 
services.  He  was  early  inured  to  har<i  work  and 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  began  to  learn   the   black- 
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smith's  trade  which  he  followed  until  twenty-five 
years  of  age  when  he  came  to  Iowa  He  made  the 
trip  with  his  brotlier  Samuel,  and  the  journey  was 
aceomplislied  by  means  of  the  railroad,  the  lakes, 
tlie  Mississippi,  and  ox-teams  which  bore  them  to 
their  destination.  He  purchased  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  a  short  distance  east  of  Tay- 
lorville  at  ^3  per  acre  which  exhausted  his  capital. 
Here  he  endured  many  hardships  and  privations 
such  as  fall  to  the  lot  of  a  pioneer  and  did  much 
hard  work.  He  was  forced  to  go  bare-footed  some 
of  the  time  and  often  worked  out  of  doors  in  cold 
weather  without  shelter,  shoeing  oxen.  He  and 
liis  brotlier  walked  five  miles  to  cut  logs  for  their 
house,  eating  frozen  dinners  in  the  woods  and  when 
the  cabin  was  built  lived  in  it  from  April  to  Christ 
tnas  without  a  window.  Mr.  Thompson  came  to 
Fayette  County  in  the  fall  of  1854,  and  having 
lived  for  seven  yeans  upon  one  farm  purchased  his 
iiomestead  in  1861.  The  laud  was  wild  and  unim- 
proved but  he  at  once  began  its  development  and 
MOW  has  two  huixlrcd  :ind  forty  acres  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  furnished  with  the  necessary 
Iniildings  and  in  connection  with  this  he  has  enough 
to  keep  him  in  his  declining  years  in  peace  and 
plenty.  Beside  farming  he  engaged  in  blacksmilh- 
ing  for  thirty  j'ears. 

Mr.  Tliompson  was  married  in  .lefferson  County, 
Ohio,  in  18.51,  to  .Sarah  .lane  Brown,  a  native  of 
that  Stale,  who  died  December  28,  1870.  Thej' 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children — Othello  1).,  a 
fanner  of  Sioux  County,  Iowa;  .John  A.,  a.  promi- 
nent citizen  of  this  county  and  a  leading  mer- 
cliant  of  Brush  Creek  whoso  sketch  appears  else- 
wliere  in  this  volume;  Mrs.  Maggie  Walrath  of 
Brush  Creek;  William  A., of  the  same  place;  Edward, 
of  York,  New  Brunswick;  Annie,  wife  of  Cor- 
nelius Little,  of  Linn  County,  Iowa;  .losepii  G. 
of  Brush  Creek.  On  the  30th  of  Juno,  1872,  in 
Buchanan  County,  Iowa,  Mr.  Thomas  wedded  Mrs. 
Catherine  Brine^-,  daughter  of  Henry  M.  and  Eliza- 
betli  (Williams)  Holman,  the  former  a  native  of 
Kentucky  and  the  latter  of  Virginia.  They  were 
married  in  Indiana  where  the  mother  died,  after 
which  Mr.  Holman  came  to  Buchanan  County  in 
1850,  with  his  daughter,  then  eleven  years  of  age. 
On  attaining  to  womanhood  she  became  the  wife  of 


James  L.  Briney,  and  unto  them  were  born  three 
children,  all  now  deceased.  By  the  second  mar- 
riage there  are  two  children — Morris  Everett,  born 
December  1,  1873;  and  Jessie  May,  born  August 
30.  1880. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  are  members  of  the 
Christian  Church  of  Brush  Creek,  with  which  he  has 
been  connected  for  twenty-eight  years,  some  of  that 
time  as  Elder.  He  has  done  much  for  its  upbuilding, 
labored  untiringly  for  its  interests  and  given  liber- 
ally for  its  support.  A  Christian  life  has  won  him 
many  friends  who  respect  him  for  his  many  excellen- 
cies of  character.  As  a  pioneer  settler  of  the  county 
he  has  been  identified  with  its  history,  has  seen  its 
growth  and  progress  and  watched  its  development. 
He  used  to  haul  wheat  forty  miles  with  an  ox-team 
to  the  Mississippi  River  and  then  receive  only  forty 
cents  per  bushel,  but  now  has  a  market  almost  at 
his  door.  In  political  sentiment  he  is  a  Republican, 
liaving  supported  that  party  since  casting  his  first 
vote  for  J.  C.  Fremont. 


-^^ 


-^ — • 


ON.  LEVI  FULLER,  M.  D.,an  early  settler 
"jlj  and  prominent  business  man  of  West  Union, 
well  deserves  a  representation  in  this  vol 
ume,  for  he  is  closely  identified  with  the 
history  of  the  county  and  has  been  an  important 
factor  in  its  progress  and  development.  He  was 
born  in  Wellsboro,  Tioga  County,  Pa.,  and  is  a  son 
of  Elijah  and  iMatilda  (Newcomb)  Fuller.  His 
parents  were  descended  from  members  of  the  orio-- 
inal  Plymouth  Colony  that  landed  from  the  May- 
flower on  that  memoi-ablo  21st  of  November,  1620. 
His  father  was  born  in  the  town  of  Surry,  Cheshire 
County,  N.  H.,  and  was  a  son  of  Levi  F'uller.  For 
many  years  he  followed  merchandising  in  the  East 
and  in  1857  came  to  Iowa.  His  death  occurred  in 
West  Union.  His  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
was  boru  in  the  town  of  Bernardston,  Mass.;  her 
death  occurred  in  West  Union. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our  sub- 
ject who  in  his  youth  was  a  student  in  the  Wells- 
boro Academy  and  completed  his  education  in  the 
Academy    of  New    Castle,  Pa.     He    then   entered 
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upon  the  study  of  medicine  in  New  Castle  and  be- 
gan the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession  in  Clar- 
ion County  about  1845.  On  the  13tli  of  Jlay,  of 
the  same  j'ear  he  was  married  in  that  county  to 
Jliss  Jemima  Elizabeth  Tipton,  a  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Ellizabeth  (Shade)  Tipton.  She  was  born 
in  Center  County,  Pa.,  June  30,  1826,  and  on  her 
father's  side  is  of  Welsh  and  Irish  lineage,  on 
her  mother's  side  of  German  descent.  Three  chil- 
dren were  born  to  the  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Fuller  but 
the  two  younger  died  in  iufanc3'.  William  E.,  wiiose 
sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume,  is  the  only 
survivor.  He  was  born  in  Center  County,  Pa.. 
March  30,  1846,  is  a  lawyer  bj^  profession  and  the 
late  member  of  Congress  from  the  Fourth  Iowa 
I^istnet. 

In  1845  Dr.  Fuller  removed  from  Pennsylvania 
to  Illinois,  locating  in  Rock  Grove,  Stephenson 
County,  where  he  built  up  an  extensive  practice, 
continuing  his  residence  in  that  county  until  1853 
when  he  crossed  the  Mississippi  into  Iowa,  locating 
in  West  I'liion  with  the  intention  of  retiring  from 
[irofessional  life.  However,  he  practiced  occasion- 
ally for  the  nest  six  years.  On  coming  to  West 
Fnion  Dr.  Fuller  brought  with  him  the  first  stock 
of  hardware  ever  in  the  town  and  carried  on  that 
business  until  selling  out  to  Dr.  Hart  and  his 
brother.  In  1869,  in  company  with  his  son  he  pur- 
(•hased  S.  13.  Zeigler's  Bank  and  for  the  two  suc- 
ceeding years  was  engaged  in  the  banking  business. 
At  the  exi)iration  of  that  time  they  sold  out  to  the 
former  proprietor  and  continued  in  the  real-estate 
and  broker's  business,  in  which  line  the  Doctor  had 
l)reviously  been  extonsivel3' engaged. 

In  early  life  our  subject  was  a  Whig  and  in  1856, 
on  its  organization,  joined  the  Republican  [jart}-, 
voting  for  Fremont  its  first  Presidential  candidate 
in  1856.  He  was  present  in  the  National  Repub- 
lican Convention  at  the  time  of  the  nomination  of 
.\braham  f.incoln,  which  event  made  the  most  last- 
ing impression  on  his  mind  of  any  political  affair 
in  his  experience.  In  the  year  1861  he  was  elected 
to  the  Iowa  Legislatuie  and  served  during  two  ses- 
sions of  that  body.  He  vvas  made  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Banks  and  Hanking,  was  on  the 
Committee  on  W^ays  and  Means  and  also  the  Coni- 
mitteoon  Claims,     In  June,  1862,  he  was  appointed 


by  President  Lincoln  to  the  CoUectorship  of  In- 
ternal Revenue  for  the  Third  District  of  Iowa, 
which  district  then  included  the  city  of  Dubuque 
and  twelve  counties,  necessitating  the  employment 
of  twelve  deputies.  Dr.  Fuller  continued  to  serve 
as  Revenue  Collector  until  November,  1865,  when 
he  resigned.  He  has  taken  an  active  part  in  edu- 
cational matters  and  has  served  as  President  of  the 
Upper  Iowa  University  for  twelre  years,  holding 
that  position  at  the  present  time.  The  university 
was  established  in  1855,  and  now  has  in  1890  fire 
hundred  and  thirty  students,  being  one  of  the  most 
successful  institutions  of  learning  in  Iowa. 

When  nineteen  3-ears  of  age  the  Doctor  united 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  has 
maintained  an  active  connection  ivith  that  denom- 
ination ever  since,  during  which  time  he  has  served 
many  years  as  Trustee  and  Steward  and  has  been 
a  liberal  contributor  to  its  support.  Mrs.  Fuller 
joined  the  same  church  in  girlhood  and  has  led  a 
consistent  Christian  life,  winning  many  friends. 
Dr.  Fuller  joined  the  Masonic  order  when  a  j'oung 
man,  was  made  a  Master  Mason  and  for  many  years 
has  been  demitted.  He  began  life  [loor,  clerking 
in  a  drug-store  to  earn  mone^-  to  defray  his  ex- 
penses while  studying  for  his  profession,  and  when 
he  removed  to  Illinois  was  at  the  very  bottom  of 
the  ladder  financially.  During  his  residence  in  that 
State  he  built  up  a  large  and  lucrative  practice, 
invested  in  land  and  made  asubstantial  start  in  life. 
Since  coming  to  West  Union  he  has  invested  judi- 
ciously, dealt  largely  in  real  estate,  buying  and 
selling  more  land,  probably,  than  any  other  person 
here  and  is  known  as  a  successful  and  prosperous 
business  man. 


VT/  OB  ASHBY,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  on 
section  18,  Westfield  Township,  is  numbered 
among  the  early  settlers  of  the  county'.  He 
'^^'  was  born  in  Butler  County,  Ohio,  October  10, 
1825,  and  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  (Conaroe) 
Ashby,  the  former  a  native  of  Delaware  and  the 
latter  of  New  Jersey.  His  father  was  a  carpenter 
by  trade  and  when  a  young  man  emigrated   west- 
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ward  to  Ohio.  He  settled  in  Butler  County,  Init  on 
Lis  arrival  found  himself  in  limited  circumstances. 
He  not  only  had  no  money  but  was  $21.50  in  debt. 
With  a  knowledge  of  carpentering  as  a  foundation 
he  began  life  and  as  his  trade  increased  he  was  able 
to  lay  by  money  which  he  later  invested  in  Govern- 
ment land  in  Indiana.  In  1830  he  removed  to  Tip- 
pecanoe County,  Ind.  where  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  dying  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years, 
about  1872.  He  had  made  a  good  farm  in  that 
county  and  also  devoted  much  of  his  time  and  at- 
tention to  Gospel  work.  In  early  life  he  belonged 
to  the  United  Brethren  and  later  was  a  member  of 
the  Christian  Church.  Forty  years  he  spent  in  the 
ministry  and  the  life  he  led,  as  well  as  his  words, 
induced  many  to  accept  the  truth.  In  his  political 
sentiments,  he  was  a  Whig  and  supported  William 
Henry  Harrison  for  the  Presidency.  His  wife  died 
some  years  previous  to  his  death.  They  were  the 
parents  of  six  children — W^illiam,  who  was  commis- 
sioned Chaplain  in  an  Indiana  regiment  during  the 
late  war,  but  never  served  as  such  and  was  a  private, 
died  in  the  service;  Eliza  A.,  living  in  West  Union  ; 
Job  is  the  next  younger;  Mary,  who  was  born  in 
Indiana  is  now  deceased;  John  is  living  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Indiana;  and  George,  who  served  in 
tlie  Seventy-Second  Indiana  Regiment,  now  resides 
on  a  farm  in  Center  Township,  this  count}'. 

When  a  lad  of  five  summers  Job  Asliby  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Indiana  where  amid  pioneer 
scenes,  he  was  reared  to  manhood.  Early  inured  to 
the  hard  labor  of  a  frontier  farm  and  receiving  verj' 
meager  educational  privileges,  his  youth  was  not  an 
easy  one.  Deploring  his  lack  of  schooling,  he 
counteracted  it  by  extensive  reading  in  subsequent 
3eai's  and  is  now  a  well-informed  man.  He  re- 
mained upon  the  old  home  farm  until  his  marriage, 
wiiich  occurred  February  11, 1847,  when  he  wedded 
Miss  Eliza  E.  Cave,  a  native  of  Indiana,  born  in 
Clinton  County,  on  the  18th  of  February,  1832. 
After  two  years  spent  in  Indiana,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ashby  removed  to  Wisconsin,  locating  in  Richland 
County,  in  1849.  lie  settled  upon  Government 
land  where  the  Indians  had  once  had  a  farm  and  in 
connection  with  his  brother-in-law  owned  and  oper- 
ated four  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  most  of 
which  he  improved  until  1853.    Selling  out  ho  came 


to  Iowa  and  settled  on  a  farm  inWest  Union  Town- 
ship. The  now  flourishing  city  of  that  name  was 
then  a  mere  hamlet  and  the  county  gave  little  evi- 
dence of  the  rapid  growth  which  would  take  place 
in  the  next  few  years.  In  1862  Mr.  Ashby 
again  changed  his  place  of  residence.  He  spent  a 
year  and  a  half  in  Jasper  County,  Ind.,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  war  returned  to  Iowa,  buying  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  land  where  he  now  lives. 
His  farm  is  furnished  with  good  buildings,  a  com- 
fortable home  and  all  the  modern  improvements  and 
is  operated  by  his  son-in-law  and  nephew,  he  having 
retired  from  business  life.  It  also  t.akes  in  the  geo- 
graphical center  of  the  county.  In  1873  Mr.  Ashby 
sold  forty  acres  at  S75  per  acre  to  the  C.  D.  &  M. 
Railroad  Company  for  a  town  site.  The  construc- 
tion of  the  Davenport  &  Northwestern  Railroad 
was  begun  and  crossed  near  his  farm,  making  a 
junction  with  tiie  other  road.  This  being  in  the 
center  of  the  county,  would  likely  have  become  the 
county  seat,  but  work  was  suspended  in  1874  and 
the  Davenport  &  Northwestern  was  afterward 
changed  so  as  to  pass  through  AVest  Union. 

Eight  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ashby,  as  follows:  Mrs.  Mary  M.  Burget,  of  Fay- 
ette, who  was  born  in  Indiana,  November,  16,  1847; 
WilUiam  Wesley,  a  farmer  of  WestSeld  Township, 
Mrs.  Sarah  Lucinda  Turner,  and  Miranda  J.,  who 
died  June  27,  1864,  were  all  born  in  Wisconsin; 
Susan  M.,  wife  of  Oliver  Ashby,  born  in  Iowa, 
who  operates  her  father-in-law's  farm ;  Mrs.  B^tta 
Mathews,  born  in  Iowa;  Joseph  F.,  who  was  born  in 
Iowa,  February  3,  1860,  and  died  in  1861;  and 
Grant,  a  farmer  of  Westfield  Township,  born  in 
Indiana  in  the  year  1865.  The  children  all  re- 
ceived good  educational  advantages  and  Matilda, 
Susan  and  Wesley  attended  Western  College. 
Mr.  Ashby  and  his  family  are  faithful  members 
of  the  United  Brethren  Church  with  which  he 
has  been  identified  for  many  years  He  is  a  man 
who  keeps  himself  well  informed  on  all  subjects  of 
general  interest  but  has  never  taken  an  active  part 
in  political  affairs,  as  far  as  office  seeking  is  con- 
cerned. He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Tay- 
lor, and  then  supported  the  Whig  party  until  its 
dissolution,  since  which  he  has  been  a  Republican. 
He  has  witnessed  almost  the  entire  development  of 
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the  county  and  has  borne  his  psrt  in  its  nphuihlino;, 
taking  a  conimenihible  interest  in  all  worthy  enter- 
prises. He  is  "ell  and  favorably  known  as  an  old 
settler  and  citizen  and  well  deserves  this  recogni- 
tion in  his  (county's  history. 


^p^AMl'EL  FEREDAY  is  one  of  the  exten- 
^^^  sive  land  owners  of  Fayette  County,  his 
l|V/j))  i)ossessions  aggregating  510  acres.  His 
comfortable  home  is  situated  on  section  4, 
Smithfield  Township,  wiiere  he  has  long  resided. 
He  was  born  on  the  20lh  of  Feb.,  1827,  in  Eng- 
land, and  reared  in  Staffordshire.  For  several 
generations  the  family  had  made  coal  mining  their 
chief  industry  and  that  occupation  was  followed 
by  Allen  Fered.ay,  father  of  our  subject,  who  was 
born  in  Shropshire,  England.  In  his  native  county 
he  married  Cliarlotte  Wallet,  and  their  union  was 
blessed  with  the  following  chihb'en,  of  whom  the 
eldest,  Frank,  died  iu  his  native  land;  Sarah  there 
makes  her  home;  Allen  is  deceased;  Thomas  is  a 
druggist  in  England;  Mary  and  Joseph  are  still  liv- 
ing in  that  country;  Samuel  is  the  next  younger; 
Moses  is  a  miner  in  his  native  land;  Anna  is  living 
in  England;  and  Aaron  and  Emma  are  deceased. 
The  father  of  this  family  died  in  Staffordshire, 
November  6,  1858,  his  wife  surviving  him  some 
time.  Both  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Church 
and  were  res|)ected  citizens. 

We  now  take  up  the  hislory  of  our  subject  who 
m.ay  truly  be  called  a  self-made  man.  He  began 
earning  his  bread  at  the  age  of  eight  years  in  the 
coal  mines  of  Englaiui  and  there  worked  until  he 
came  to  America.  It  was  a  fortunate  day  in  his 
history  when  he  determined  to  cross  the  Atlantic 
to  the  new  world.  He  was  married  .May  2,  1847, 
to  Miss  Ann  Kolli.sson,  a  native  of  Staffordshire, 
and  daughter  of  Uenjamin  and  Ann  (Robinson) 
Rollisson.  Her  parents  also  came  to  America.  'J'he 
motiier  died  in  Pennsylvania  and  the  father  in  Hl- 
inois.  Her  brother  Benjamin  is  living  in  .Smith- 
field  Township  and  follows  farming.  In  184!(,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Fereday  set  sail  for  New  York  and  after 
a  voyage  of  many  d.ays  reached  their  destination. 


They  stopped  first  in  Pittsburg,  where  for  sixteen 
3'ears  he  worked  in  the  mines,  being  in  the  employ 
of  one  company  foi-  all  l)ut  four  years  of  that  time. 
He  came  to  Iowa  in  186(1.  determined  to  spend  the 
remainder  of  his  life  in  agricultural  pursuits  and 
settled  upon  his  present  farm  in  .Smithtield  Town- 
ship, Fayette  County.  An  old  log  house  consti- 
tuteil  the  improvements  so  the  work  of  cultivation 
and  development  has  all  been  performed  by  our 
subject.  lie  first  bought  two  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  to  which  he  added  from  time  to  time,  as  his 
financial  resources  w^ere  increased,  until  now  five 
hundred  and  ten  .acres  i)ay  golden  tribute  to  his 
care  and  cultivation.  Need  we  altirm  that  he  is  a 
self-made  man  and  does  he  not  deserve  credit  for 
his  success.'  Without  capital  he  began  life  and 
has  worked  his  way  upward  step  by  step  to  a 
position  of  wealth  an<l  atHuence. 

The  children  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fereday 
aie  Samuel,  a  farmer,  who  married  Eliza  Brooks 
and  died  in  1S8',I,  leaving  a  widow  and  tvvo  chil- 
dren; Thom.as,  who  was  born  in  England,  worked 
in  the  mines  as  a  I'oy,  wedded  Maiy  Ivickes,  and  is 
now  eng.agcd  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Fairfield 
Township;  Aaron,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania 
and  died  in  childhood;  Charlotte,  wife  of  .John 
Higman,  of  Manchester,  Delaware  County,  Iowa; 
Anu,  wife  of  David  Derllinger,  of  Oelwein;  Benja- 
min, who  wedded  Ann  Rickcs  and  operates  a  farm 
adjoining  the  old  homestead;  Isaac,  who  married 
Josephine  Itassett  and  lives  in  Michigar];  Allen, 
who  was  united  in  marriage  \\ith  Annie  Killcrlane, 
a  native  of  Wisconsin,  aud  operates  the  old  home 
farm;  .lane,  wife  of  Orrin  I5unce,  of  Oelwein;  and 
Mary,  a  nulliner  of  Aurora.  Her  father  built  her 
a  store  and  she  also  owns  three  lots  and  is  doing  a 
good  business.  The  children  were  reared  to  habits 
of  industry  and  economj'.  were  v.ell  educated  in 
the  common  Viranclies  and  have  become  useful  men 
and  women  and  respected  members  of  society. 

Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Fereday  and  daughter  Mary  attend 
the  Fnited  Ihethren  Church.  He  has  filled  a 
number  of  local  oflices  but  cares  little  for  political 
preferment,  desiring  rather  to  give  his  entire  atten- 
tion to  his  business  interests,  in  which  he  has  met 
with  most  excellent  success.  He  sui)ported  the 
Republican  party  until  within  the  past  four  years, 
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since  which  time  he  has  affiliated  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  His  adopted  land  has  indeed  been  a 
home  to  him  and  America  has  no  truer  citizen. 
He  has  never  j'et  had  occasion  to  regret  leaving 
his  native  land  and  although  lie  retains  a  love  for 
it  as  the  land  of  his  birth  he  would  not  exchange 
his  present  residence  for  one  in  ''merrie  PJngland." 


*^sC 


<^  OHN  DEMPSTER,  who  is  engaged  iu  farm- 
I  ing  on  section  26,  Fairfield  Townsiiip,  is  an 
I  enterprising  citizen  and  sagacious  business 
'^D  man  who  liy  efforts  of  industry,  economy 
and  good  management  has  worked  liis  wayui)ward 
from  tlie  lower  rounds  of  the  ladder  of  life  until 
he  is  now  numl)ered  among  the  substantial  citizens 
vf  the  county.  He  was  born  in  Ypsilanti,  Wayne 
Count3',  ilicli.,  October  6,  1841,  but  the  family  is 
of  Scotch  origin.  His  father,  .Tolui  Dempstei', 
was  born  in  Embry  Castle  wliile  iiis  fatiier  w.as  a 
sol'lier  serving  in  Ireland  in  the  war  between  tlic 
riolcstants  and  Catholics.  The  members  of  tiie 
family  were  weavers  by  trade  and  John  was  roared 
to  that  occupation.  He  also  led  the  life  of  a  sliep- 
liord  upon  the  hills  of  his  native  land  and  could 
shear  seventy  sheep  per  day  and  weave  forty  }'ards 
of  cloth.  His  educational  advantages  were  limited 
and  when  he  was  [termitted  to  attend  sciiool  he  iiad 
to  walk  a  distance  of  sis  miles. 

On  the  26th  of  June,  1829,  in  the  Parish  of  Dal- 
rymple,  Ayreshire,  our  subject  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Margaret  Templeton,  the  Rev. 
Robert  Wallace  officiating.  Twelre  years  they 
spent  in  their  native  land  and  on  the  lOtii  of  Au- 
gust, 1841,  with  their  five  children  they  started  for 
America.  The  ocean  voyage  was  accomplished  in 
safety  and  they  became  residents  of  Wayne  Count}', 
Mich.,  where  Mr.  Dempster  secured  land  and  en- 
gaged in  farming.  Mother  and  children  aided  in 
the  work  of  securing  a  competence.  On  leaving 
the  fields  in  the  evening  the  father  would  return 
home  and  take  his  place  at  the  loom  where  in  this 
manner,  in  odd  moments,  he  wove  twenty-two 
luindred  yards  of  cloth.  The  family  made  sugai- 
while  lie  wove  and  thus  added   not  a   little  to  the 


income.  Selling  out  in  1852,  the  family  came  to 
Iowa.  Thirteen  of  them  crossed  the  Mississippi  in 
a  little  skiff  with  the  water  only  one  inch  from  the 
top  of  the  boat.  Rockford,  111.,  was  then  tiie  near- 
est railroad  station.  They  settled  in  Fairfield 
Township  where  Mr.  Dempster  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  wild  land  on  section  14.  No  fence  was 
around,  it  not  a  furrow  had  been  turned  or  an  im- 
provement made.  For  thirty  years  he  made  it  his 
home,  transforming  it  into  a  rich  and  productive 
farm  and  then  sold  out,  going  to  live  with  our 
subject  where  he  spent  his  last  daj's,  d3ing  July  2, 
1884.  at  the  age  of  eighty -two  years  and  three 
months.  His  wife  is  still  living  and  is  well  pre- 
served for  one  of  her  years  which  are  more  than 
four-score.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  a  good  citizen,  a  Republican  in  politics 
and  a  successful  anil  just  business  man. 

The  children  of  the  family  are:  William  who 
resides  in  Piano,  III;  Margaret,  a  resident  of  Au- 
gusta, Wis. ;  Thomas  who  died  in  1843;  Anaple, 
wife  of  J.  Voshell;  James,  a  farmer  of  Fairfield 
Township;  John,  of  this  sketch  ;  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Smith 
who  is  living  in  Kansas;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Low  who 
resides  near  Volga  City ;  Rebecca  Jane  who  also 
lives  near  Volga  City;  Lavina,  Susanna,  Luanna 
and  David  are  all  decea.sed. 

The  bo3diood  days  of  our  subject  were  spent  in 
Michigan  wliere  he  earned  his  first  money,  sixpence 
per  day,  working  six  weeks.  He  was  early  inured 
to  hard  labor  and  his  entire  life  has  been  one  of 
toil.  At  the  age  of  twelve  he  drove  a  3'oke  of  oxen 
in  breaking  prairie,  and  the  first  furrow  on  man}' 
broad  acres  surrounding  his  home  was  turned  b3' 
him.  At  the  age  of  twent3'-two  he  left;  the  parental 
roof  and  began  life  for  himself  as  a  farmer,  fol- 
lowing .agricultural  pursuits  in  Michigan  until  in 
March,  18.">3,  when  he  came  to  this  county  and  pur- 
chased one  liundre<l  and  eighty  acres  of  land.  He 
has  largely  iinproved  his  place,  adding  many  con- 
veniences and  the  needed  accessories  of  a  model 
farm.  In  connection  with  general  farming  he  has 
also  engaged  in  buying  and  shipping  stock  to  a 
considerable  extent  and  the  same  success  which  has 
crowned  his  efforts  iu  other  directions  he  has  met 
with  here. 

An  interesting  event  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Dempster 
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occurred  in  Fairfield  Township  in  1 862 — his  mar- 
rage  with  Miss  Eliza  Hiiinniel,  a  native  of  Mt.  Car- 
roll, III.,  who  was  brought  by  her  parents  to  Iowa 
when  two  years  old.  Her  father  is  deceased  but  her 
mother  is  still  living  in  Brush  Creek.  They  have 
nine  children  living:  Luanna,wife  of  d.  A.  Doerfler, 
of  Brush  Creek ;  George  S.  married  Elfie  Moore  and 
lives  in  Clayton  County;  .Tames  F..  who  married 
Myrtle  Smith  and  is  a  merchant  of  Brush  Creek; 
Dora  M.,  wife  of  Warren  Perkins,  of  Washington; 
Marinda,  at  home;  Frank  and  Raymond  both  de- 
ceased; Jessie  Maj',  Thomas  Lee,  Robert  M.  and 
Charlotte  J.,  at  home.  The  children  were  all  born 
and  reared  in  this  county  and  received  good  edu- 
cations in  the  public  schools,  thus  fitting  them  for 
the  practical  duties  of  life.  For  tlurty-eight years 
Mr.  Dempster  has  bejjn  a  resident  of  this  county 
and  a  witness  of  the  wonderful  transformation  that 
has  taken  place.  McGregor  was  in  those  early 
days  his  market  but  now  he  has  to  take  his  produce 
onlj'  a  few  miles  from  home  for  shipment.  He  h.as 
seen  the  log  cabins  replaced  by  commodious  resi- 
dences, the  prairies  transformed  into  fertile  farms 
and  towns  and  villages  spring  up.  In  all  possible 
ways  he  had  aided  in  its  development  and  is  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  commu- 
nity. Since  casting  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln  he  has  supported  tiie  Republican 
party  and  has  been  active  in  its  local  councils. 


c^^jHOMAS  TUMLINSON,  of  Douglas,  Iowa, 
lfh^^\  ^^^  horn  iu  Londonville,  Ashland  County, 
%^J  Ohio,  March  30,  183!1.  and  is  a  son  of  Rich- 
ard and  Elizabeth  (Hollager)  Tumlinson.  Ills  par- 
ents were  both  natives  of  Delaware,  the  former 
born  in  1798, the  latter  in  181.'5,and  in  their  native 
State  they  were  married.  Our  subject  was  their 
third  child  and  was  followed  by  six  otheis.  The 
mother  died  in  Ohio,  after  which  Thomas  came  to 
Fayette  County,  Iowa,  with  his  father  in  18-19. 
At  that  time  there  vrerc  but  few  houses  iti  Auluun 
Township,  and  the  entire  township  was  sparsely  set- 
tled with  white  people.  The  Intlians  were  numerous 
aud  the  little  copper-faced  boys  were  often  the  play- 


mates of  our  subject  in  those  days.  Richard  Tum- 
linson engaged  in  farming  in  Auburn  Township 
until  his  death,  in  1864,  and  was  a  respected  citi- 
zen of  the  community. 

Our  subject  acquired  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  the  neighborhood  and  was  reared  to 
farm  life,  but  afterward  learned  the  cooper's  trade, 
which  occupation  he  followed  for  many  years. 
During  the  beginning  of  the  late  war  he  responded 
to  the  conntr3''s  call  for  troops  and  donned  the 
blue,  becoming  a  private  of  Company  K,  Twelfth 
Iowa  Infantry,  on  the  21st  of  October,  1861.  He 
was  detailed  to  take  care  of  the  horse  of  Maj. 
Broadback  and  received  an  injury  which  necessi- 
tated his  discharge  on  account  of  physical  disabil- 
ity March  1,  1862.  At  the  time  the  wound  was 
not  considered  very  serious,  but  subsequently  de- 
veloped into  inflammation  of  the  tibia  of  the  right 
leg  and  has  made  him  a  cripple  and  invalid  for 
life.  It  will  heal  over  and  then  break  out  again. 
Seventy-five  pieces  of  bone  were  removed  at  one 
time  and  the  sufferings  which  this  wound  has  occa- 
sioned cannot  be  recompensed  by  the  paltry  sum 
of  §18  per  month  which  is  given  him  bj-  the  Gov- 
ernment as  a  pension. 

Oil  being  discharged  Mr.  Tumlinson  returned  to 
Auburn  Township,  and  on  the  8th  of  June,  1865, 
led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Susan  Howe,  eldest 
daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Russell)  Howe 
who  were  the  parents  of  ten  children.  She  was 
born  in  England  in  1836,  came  to  America  with 
the  family  at  the  age  of  twelve  years,  and  in  1854 
accompanied  them  on  their  removal  to  Fayette 
Count}',  Iowa.  Five  children  graced  this  union, 
only  one  of  whom  is  now  living — John  Delos, 
born  in  Auburn  Township  February  20,  1868, 
died  of  typhoid  fever  in  1879;  Richard  C,  born 
in  Eden  Township  January  14,  1870,  died  January 
14,  1879;  Catherine  E.,  born  in  Auburn  Township 
May  7,  1872,  is  now  taking  care  of  her  invalid 
father;  Mary  J.,  l)orn  January  23,  1874,  died 
July  4,  1877;  and  Ephraim  A.,  born  in  1876,  died 
March  12,  1879.  Mrs.  Tumlinson  was  a  wi<low  at 
the  time  of  her  marriage  with  our  subject  and  had 
one  son.  She  died  January  1,  1879,  of  typhoid 
fever,  which  disease  carried  off  four  of  her  chil- 
dred.     Jliss   Catherine  has  made  preparations  for 
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teaching  and  followeil  that  profession  for  two 
terms.  In  the  sumraer  of  1890  she  taught  a  school 
five  miles  from  home,  wallving  to  and  fro  from  iier 
work  morning  and  evening  that  she  miglit  be  with 
her  fatlier.  Feeling  that  he  needs  her  care  and 
attention,  she  now  remains  witli  him  all  the  time. 
Mr.  Tiimlinson  is  a  standi  advocate  of  Republican 
principles,  but  his  infirmities  prevent  him  from 
taking  an  active  part  in  politics.  He  is  a  consist- 
ent and  faithful  meml)er  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  iu  which  he  is  now  Class-Leader,  and 
is  an  upright  man,  esteemed  for  his  many  excel- 
lencies of  cliaracter. 


ON.  JACOB  WENTWORTH  ROGERS,  of 
the  firm  of  J.  W.  Rogers  &  Son,  attorneys- 
at-law  and  real-estate  dealers  of  West  Union, 
enjoys  tiie  distinction  of  having  been  the 
first  white  man  to  settle  on  the  original  plat  of  this 
city,  and  to  have  been  prominently  identified  with 
the  public  interests  of  the  city  and  county  ever 
since.  Judge  Rogers  was  born  in  Moultonboro, 
tlien  Strafford  County,  N.  IL,  on  the  loth  of 
August,  1820.  His  parents  were  John  and  Anna 
(Wentwortli)  Rogers,  both  natives  of  New  Eug- 
iand.  Tlie  father  was  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Martha 
( II urd)  Rogers,  who  were  also  natives  of  New 
England  and  of  Englisli  descent.  Daniel  Rogers 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and 
for  many  years  made  his  home  in  New  Hampshire, 
where  John  Rogers  was  born.  His  death  occvirred 
in  1824,  when  his  son  Jacob  W.  was  a  lad  of  four 
years.  The  mother,  also  a  native  of  the  Granite 
State,  married  again,  becoming  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Rogers,  and  in  1831  they  removed  from  Moulton- 
lioro,  N.  H.,  to  Bethel,  Vt. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  accom.panied  his 
mother  to  Betliel  and  attended  the  public  schools 
of  that  place.  He  also  had  the  benefit  of  a  few 
terms  of  instruction  in  an  academy,  but  is  indebted 
more  for  his  education  to  self-instruction  by  the 
light  of  the  old-fashioned  fire-place  than  to  regu- 
lar scholastic  training.  In  September,  1843,  lie 
emigrated  to  the  great  West,  then  just  o|)ening  up 


to  settlement.  He  landed  in  Southport,  Wis., 
now  Kenosha,  but  did  not  remain  long  in  that 
place,  continuing  on  liis  way  to  Belvidere,  McHenry 
County,  111.,  near  where  he  engaged  in  teaching 
school.  Having  taught  five  terms,  in  April,  1845, 
he  went  to  Monroe,  Wis.,  where  he  taught  four  or 
five  terms  and  also  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness in  company  with  Jacob  LyHrand. 

In  Belvidere,  III.,  February  25,  1848,  Judge 
Rogers  and  Miss  Sarah  J.  Simons,  daughter  of 
John  and  Adelia  M.  (Burbank)  Simons,  were  mar- 
ried. Mrs.  Rogers  was  born  in  Berlin,  Chenango 
County,  N.  Y.,  A|)ril  14,  1830.  During  their  resi- 
dence in  Monroe  one  child,  a  daughter,  was  born 
unto  them — Ada  Augusta,  February  25,  1849,  now 
the  wife  of  Elisha  M.  Eggleston,  of  Denver,  Colo. 
The  younger  children  were  born  in  West  Union, 
Iowa.  In  September,  1849,  the  Judge  started  for 
this  State,  accompanied  by  his  wife  aad  daughter 
and  his  partner,  Mr.  LyBrand.  Thcj'  reached  the 
site  of  West  Union,  in  what  is  now  Fayette  County, 
then  a  part  of  Clayton,  on  the  7tli  of  September  of 
that  3'enr.  The  two  gentlemen  had  been  to  Iowa  the 
previous  July  and  had  bought  an  interest  in  a  sixty- 
acre  tract  of  land  of  AVilliam  Wells,  who  had 
selected  it  as  a  site  for  a  town  which  he  proposed 
to  call  West  Union.  On  their  return,  Messrs.  Rogers 
tt  LyBrand  brought  with  them  a  stock  of  goods  and 
oiiencd  a  store  in  Mr.  Wells'  cabin.  This  was  the 
first  mercantile  house  in  AVest  Union.  Soon  after 
their  arrival  they  laid  out  the  town,  whicii  is  situ- 
ated on  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  17,  Town- 
ship 94  north,  range  8  west.  In  October  following 
Judge  Rogers  began  the  erection  of  a  residence  on 
block  17,  the  first  house  built  on  the  original  plat, 
Mr.  Wells'  cabin  being  outside.  The  house  was 
Iniilt  of  hewn  logs,  was  a  story  and  a  half  in 
heigiit  and  the  dimensions  were  18x26  feet.  The 
roof  was  made  of  shakes  and  the  lumber  for  the 
floors  and  finishing  was  hauled  from  Elkadei-, 
Iowa.  At  length  it  was  completed,  and  on  Christ- 
mas Day  of  1849  Judge  Rogers  and  his  family 
took  possession.  Soon  after  locating  in  West 
Union  he  and  his  neighbors  petitioned  for  the 
establishment  of  a  post-office  at  that  point,  which 
was  granted,  and  the  post-office  of  West  Union 
was  instituted  January   29,    1850,   being  the   first 
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one  in  Fayette  County.  Mr.  Rogers  was  appointed 
Postmaster  and  served  one  year,  when  he  resigned, 
being  succeeded  by  Daniel  Cook  who  built  the 
second  liouse  in  tlie  place. 

The  first  white  child  born  iu  West  Union  was 
Oscar  Weatworth  Rogers,  the  Judge's  second  child 
and  eldest  son.  He  was  born  October  2,  1850, 
wedded  Miss  Mary  F.  Putnam  May  30,  1874,  and 
is  the  junior  partner  of  the  firm  of  J.  W.  Rogers 
&  Son.  The  three  oUier  children  of  the  family  are: 
Anna  Adelia,  who  was  born  January  2,  1852,  be- 
came the  wife  of  Charles  F.  Babcock  December 
15,  1871.  and  is  now  residing  with  her  parents, 
her  husband  being  deceased;  Omar  Azro,  who  was 
born  August  3,  1854,  and  married  Lizzie  Overman 
May  17,  1880,  has  for  several  years  been  engaged 
in  farming  in  California;  Frances,  born  November 
23,  1856,  on  the  30th  of  November,  1875,  became 
the  wife  of  John  S.  Sampson,  Jr.,  and  died  in 
West  Union  February  27,  1883. 

On  locating  in  West  Union,  Judge  Kogers  en- 
gaged in  the  real-estate  business,  locating,  enter- 
ing, buying  and  selling  lauds,  which  enteri)rise  he 
carried  on  quite  extensively'.  He  was  a  strong 
anti  slavery  man  from  his  earliest  conceptions  in 
regard  to  politics  and  became  identified  with  the 
Liberal  party  while  a  resident  of  Monroe,  Wis. 
By  it  he  was  nominated  for  the  Legislature,  but 
his  part}'  was  not  suflieieiitly  strong  to  secure  his 
election.  In  1850  he  was  appointed  the  first  Clerk 
of  the  Court  for  Faj'ette  County'  and  served  two 
years.  In  1854,  previous  to  the  organization  of 
the  Republican  party.  Judge  Rogers  was  the  first 
in  F.ayette  County  to  move  for  a  public  meeting 
to  organize  that  party  and  through  his  instru- 
mentality such  a  meeting  was  held  in  Wost  Union. 
He  suggested  the  name  of  True  Republican  i>arty 
and  the  name  as  since  used  was  finally  adopted 
at  that  meeting.  Earlier  in  the  same  year  he  was 
elected  to  the  Legislature  by  the  Anti-Nebraska 
party  and  served  two  years.  For  some  3-ears  he  has 
been  devoting  considerable  attention  to  law.  While 
serving  as  Clerk  of  the  Court  and  in  connection 
with  his  real-estate  business,  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  on  the  Isl  of  June,  1855,  but  at  that  time 
only  practiced  a  year,  as  he  was  elected  County 
Judge  in  August,  1857.   Being  re  elected  in  August, 


1859,  he  served  until  January,  1861,  when  he 
resigned.  In  the  spring  of  that  year  he  purchased 
the  office  of  the  Jieview,  a  weekly  paper  of  AVest 
Union,  and  changing  the  name  to  the  Repxtb- 
Ucan  Era,  issued  the  first  number  of  the  paper 
April  10  of  that  year.  Finding  the  business  too 
confining,  he  disi)osed  of  the  paper  and  devoted 
his  attention  to  the  real-estate  business.  la  August, 
1862,  he  raised  a  company  for  the  late  war,  of 
which  he  was  elected  Captain.  With  his  troops 
he  was  mustered  into  the  service  on  November 
4,  as  Company  F,  Thirty-eighth  Iowa  Infantry. 
He  participated  in  the  sieges  of  Vieksburg,  Ft. 
Slorgan,  Brownsville,  Tex.,  which  continued  from 
November,  1863,  to  July  26,  1864,  and  was  mus- 
tered out  at  his  request  December  .'31,  1864,  on 
the  consolidation  of  his  regiment  with  the  Thirty- 
fourth  Iowa  Infantry. 

On  his  return  from  the  war  the  Judge  resumed 
real-estate  business  and  also  purchased  a  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  situated  one  mile 
northwest  of  the  city,  which  he  cultivated  two 
years,  but  made  his  home  in  the  city  and  con- 
tinued to  operate  in  real  estate.  He  resumed  prac- 
tice again  in  June,  1875,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  constantly  at  work,  except  an  interval  of  a 
few  months  spent  in  California.  He  went  to  the 
Pacific  Coast  in  October,  1872,  and  engaged  in  the 
real-estate  business  in  San  Francisco  until  Decem- 
ber, 1873,  when  he  returned  to  West  Union.  In 
June,  1875,  the  existing  firm  was  formed  by  the 
admission  of  Oscar  W.  Rogers  to  a  partnership 
with  his  father.  The  Judge  maintained  his  connec- 
tion with  the  Republican  party  until  1884,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  identified  with  the  Pro- 
hibition party.  He  was  the  candidate  of  that  party 
for  Attorney-General  of  Iowa  and  for  Judge  of 
the  Su|iremc  Court.  There  were  three  points  in  poli- 
tics on  which  the  Judge  has  never  varied  in  his 
opinions — his  opposition  to  human  slavery,  his 
earnest  convictions  in  favor  of  prohibition  and  the 
justice  of  female  suffrage. 

From  the  first  settlement  of  W^est  Union  and 
Fayette  County,  Judge  Rogers  has  always  been 
foremost  in  support  of  every  worthy  enterprise 
that  was  calculated  to  benefit  the  people  of  his 
city,  county    and    State.     He    was    actively   con- 
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nected  with  the  early  movements  to  secure  rail- 
way communication  for  his  section  of  the  State 
with  the  world,  and  to  that  end  labored  in  the 
interest  of  the  buildinw  of  a  road  from  Dubuque, 
Iowa,  to  Pembina,  Minn.,  which  was  to  pass 
through  West  Union.  He  also  advocated  voting 
local  aid  to  the  road  from  McGregor  to  Sioux 
t'lty  and  was  active  in  the  support  of  the  projected 
lUulington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Railway, 
during  its  inception  and  construction.  lie  once 
lost  his  re-election  to  the  Legislature  by  seven- 
teen votes  on  account  of  hostilities  growing 
out  of  his  support  of  a  liberal  policy  on  the 
part  of  the  people  toward  railroads.  Among  the 
many  first  things  and  happenings  pertaining  to 
the  settlement  of  West  Union,  with  which  .ludge 
Rogers  has  been  identified,  should  be  mentioned 
the  building  of  the  first  schoolhouse  and  the  exami- 
nation of  the  first  teacher  employed  in  the  county. 
The  last-mentioned  event  was  rather  informal  as  it 
happened  while  the  .Judge  was  hoeing  in  a  field 
one  day.  The  regularly  constituted  school  officials 
came  to  him  with  a  candidate  for  the  position  of 
teacher,  whom  tiiey  reqiiested  him  to  examine. 
Leaning  on  his  hoe,  the  Judge  conducted  the 
examination  which  resulted  in  the  teacher  getting 
a  certificate  and  a  contract  for  the  school.  Among 
other  local  affairs,  tlic  Judge  was  one  of  those  who 
were  active  in  securing  the  location  of  the  county 
seat  in  West  Union,  and  in  aiding  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  county  buil(l:ngs.  In  manner  Judge 
Rogers  is  plain  and  unassuming,  genial  and  cordial. 
He  possesses  a  keen  appreciation  of  the  luimorous 
in  life,  makini;  his  companionship  very  enjoya))le. 
In  liis  religions  views  he  is  broad  and  liberal  and 
leans  toward  tiie  I'niversalist  idea  that  all  will 
enjoy  a  chance  for  hap|)iness  in  a  future  state. 
In  liis  views  oh  the  subject  of  temperance  he  is 
very  pronounced  and  has  (lone  good  work  in  pro- 
moting the  success  of  reform  in  that  direction. 
In  all  the  relations  of  life  he  has  ever  been  esteemed 
for  his  unswerving  integrity  and  manly  indepen- 
dence in  defence  of  his  honest  convictions.  His 
earnest  patriotism  was  shown  in  his  devotion  to 
the  Union  cause  during  the  late  war,  and  was 
strongly  expressed  in  a  set  of  resolutions  which  he 
drafted  and  which  were  adopted   by    the  officers  of 


the  Thirty-eighth  Iowa  Infantry,  at  New  Madrid, 
Mo.,  in  the  spring  of  1863.  Our  space  will  not 
admit  of  their  presentation  here  but  they  will  be 
found  on  pages  426  and  427  of  the  old  Fayette 
County'  History-  under  the  heading  of  -'From  the 
Fiont."  He  has  never  been  a  member  of  any  secret 
organization,  believing  that  they  are  unnecessary 
in  a  Republican  government,  and  that  they  do  not 
tend  to  the  promotion  of  the.  public  interests. 


|(_^  ON.  LKSLEV  B.  MATTOON,  M.  D.,  State 
jj  Senator,  was  born  in  Ilermon,  St.  Lawrence 
County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  29th  of  April, 
1847,  and  is  a  son  of  James  and  Mary  A. 
(Wheeler)  Mattoon,  botli  of  wiiom  were  natives  of 
the  Empire  State  where  they  grew  to  years  of  ma- 
turity and  were  married.  Upon  the  breaking  out 
of  the  Rebellion  the  father  and  three  sons  enlisted 
in  the  Union  army  and  while  thus  engaged  in  his 
country's  service  the  death  of  James  Mattoon 
occurred  July  3,  1862.  Vincent  served  for  nearly 
three  years  as  one  of  the  boys  in  blue  and  then 
returned  home,  while  John  was  killed  at  the  battle 
of  C'hiincellorsville.  The  Doctor  and  a  sister  com- 
[ilete  the  family. 

Our  subject  is  the  only  one  who  has  followed  a 
professional  career.  He  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  and  Wesleyan  Seminary  of  Gouvern- 
eur,  N.  Y.  Although  quite  young  he  entered  the 
service  August  30,  1804,  becoming  a  member  of 
Battery  C,  First  New  York  Light  Artillery  and  was 
honorably  discharged  June  17,  1865.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  second  battle  of  Ilatchies  Run.  the 
ca|)ture  of  Ft.  Stedman  and  the  capture  of  Peters- 
burg. On  returning  home,  he  again  attended  school 
through  the  winter  season  and  in  the  sprint-  of 
ISCG  emigrated  westward,  locating  in  Dod"e 
County,  Wis.,  where  he  worked  upon  the  farm  in 
the  summer  season  and  taught  school  durino-  the 
winter  months.  It  was  his  desire  to  make  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  his  life  work  and  in  leisure  hours 
he  gave  his  attention  to  the  study  of  that  f>rofession. 
To  further  fit  himself,  in  1873  he  entered  the  Ben- 
nett Medical  College  of  Chicago,    from   which  he 


184 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


was  graduated  in  1875.  In  the  autumn  of  the  same 
year  he  came  to  Elgin,  Iowa,  and  lias  here  engaged 
in  practice  continuously  since,  covering  a  period  of 
sixteen  years.  lie  has  biiiltuiia  lucrative  practice 
and  become  known  araong  his  i)rofessional  bretli- 
ren  as  well  as  the  citizens  of  the  communit>',  as  a 
physician  of  skill  and  ability. 

Dr.  Mattoon  was  married  in  Elgin  on  the  2.3d  of 
August,  1879,  to  Louise  Suiter,  a  native  of  this 
count}',  and  a  daughter  of  Louis  Sutter.  Her  death, 
however,  occurred  Feltruary  25,  1885,  and  on  the 
14th  of  November,  1888,  the  Doctor  wedded  Lillie 
Stoehr,  also  a  native  of  Fayette  County,  and  a 
daughter  of  George  A.  Stoehr.  They  have  two  chil- 
dren— Lesley  and  Bois. 

In  politics  the  Doctor  is  a  DeuKjcrat  though  he 
cast  his  Inst  vote  for  Grant.  He  has  always  taken 
an  active  interest  in  political  affairs  and  keeps  him- 
self well  informed  on  all  the  Issues  of  the  day.  In 
1887  he  made  the  race  for  State  Senator  and  though 
residing  in  a  Republican  district,  triumphed.  As 
an  ofHcial  he  has  won  the  commendation  of  con- 
stituents and  colleagues.  The  Doctor  is  also  Presi- 
dent of  the  Citizen's  Bank  of  Elgin  and  occupies  the 
same  position  in  connection  with  the  Elgin  Canning 
Company.  Socially  he  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason, 
an  Odd  Fellow,  a  member  of  the  United  Workmen, 
the  Iowa  Legion  of  Honor  and  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Roi)ublic.  lie  is  an  able  physician  and  surgeon 
who  stands  in  the  front  rank  of  his  profession  in 
the  county. 


I 


xETER  KRAFT,  who  follows  farming  and 
also  carries  on  a  large  creamer}',  is  one  of 
the  leading  citizens  of  Scott  Township,  his 
home  being  on  section  15.  He  was  born  in 
Nassau,  Prussia,  January  1,1852,  and  is  a  son  of 
Peter  Kraft,  Sr.,  who  was  born  in  Bavaria,  and 
belonged  to  a  family  of  farmers.  He,  however, 
learned  the  brewer  and  cooper  trades,  which  ho 
followed  until  tliirty  years  of  age,  when  lie  went 
into  a  j)aint  mill  in  Nassau,  where  he  spent  twelve 
years  in  the  employ  of  one  man.   In  that  neighbor- 


hood he  married  Miss  Anna  INIaria  Kalb,  and  after 
some  time  emigrated  to  America,  locating  in  Du- 
buque County,  Iowa,  in  1866.  He  had  only  money 
enough  to  bring  his  family  over  the  sea,  but  on 
reaching  this  State  he  and  his  sons  found  work  and 
steadily  ap[)lied  themselves  to  bettering  their  for- 
tunes. After  seven  years  they  removed  to  Fayette 
County  in  1873,  Mr.  Kraft  purchasing  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  partially  improved  land  on  sec- 
tion 23,  Scott  Township.  Afterward  two  hundred 
acres  on  section  14  were  added  to  this  farm,  which 
the  father  continued  to  cultivate  until  his  death 
which  occurred  in  1880,  at  the  age  of  flfty-two 
years.  His  good  wife  survives  him  and  is  still  liv- 
ing on  the  old  homestead  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine 
years.  ]Mr.  Craft  took  a  commendable  interest  in 
the  affairs  of  his  adopted  country  and  was  a  worthy 
citizen.  He  voted  with  the  Democratic  party  and 
was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church  but  his  wife 
is  a  memlier  of  the  Catholic  Church.  Unto  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kraft  were  born  four  children  as  follows: 
William  A.,  a  farmer  of  Scott  Township;  Peter  of 
this  sketch;  Charles  who  is  mentioned  later  on;  and 
Jacob  who  manages  the  old  homestead. 

Peter  Kraft,  Jr.,  whose  name  heails  this  sketch, 
entered  the  schools  of  his  native  land  at  the  age  of 
six  years  and  pursued  his  studies  until  fourteen 
years  of  age.  He  h.ad  just  passed  the  examination 
when  his  parents  started  to  America.  As  the  fam- 
ily were  in  limited  circumstanci's  it  was  necessary 
that  each  child  should  do  something  for  his  support 
and  Peter  entered  a  printing  office  in  Dubuque, 
where  he  remained  for  two  years.  With  his  par- 
ents he  came  to  Fayette  County  in  1873,  and  aided 
his  father  in  the  labors  of  the  farm  until  1881, 
when  he  began  business  for  himself.  In  February, 
1883,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Fred- 
ericks Docrllcr,  the  wedding  taking  place  in  Clay- 
ton County,  where  she  had  made  her  home  from 
the  age  of  two  years.  Wisconsin  is  her  native 
State.  Three  children  bless  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kraft,  one  son  and  two  daughters — Lena, 
William  and  Bertha. 

Our  subject  is  the  owner  of  a  good  farm  of  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres,  highly  cultivated  and  im- 
proved and  operates  beside,  a  cresimery  run  by 
steam   power,    which   utilizes    an    average  of   ten 
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thousand  pounds  of  milk  per  day  in  the  summer 
season  and  six  thousand  pounds  in  winter.  This 
adds  not  a  little  to  his  income  and  is  one  of  the 
leading  industries  of  the  township.  He  also  keeps 
a  stock  of  general  merchandise  on  hand  and  is  an 
.active,  energetic  and  successful  business  man.  For 
five  years  Mr.  Kraft  has  served  as  Township  Clerk 
and  often  acts  as  delegate  to  the  conventions  of  the 
Democratic  party,  of  wiiieh  he  is  a  warm  advocate. 
He  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Cinirch  and  we  take  pleasure  in  representing  them 
among  the  best  citizens  of  the  count}'. 


,i^_^ON.  GEORGE  D.  DARN  ALL,  M.   D..  sen- 
ior member  of  the  firm  of  Darnall  &  Dar- 


nall,  physicians  and  surgeons  and  proprietors 
of  the  leading  drug  store  of  West  Union, 
was  born  near  Paris,  Edgar  County,  111.,  May  28. 
1843,  and  is  a  son  of  Capt.  William  D.  and  Eliza  J. 
(Metcalfe)  Darnall.  The  fatiierof  Dr.  Darnall  was 
for  many  years  a  Captain  in  the  Militia  of  Illinois, 
and  for  a  time  Major.  Tlie  Darnall  family  of 
which  our  subject  is  a  member  is  one  of  the  oldest 
in  the  United  States,  and  was  founded  in  Maryland 
in  1665,  by  Col.  Henry  Darnall,  who  emigrated 
from  England  in  company  with-  Lord  Baltimore, 
and  who  was  the  first  Surveyor  General  of  Mary- 
land. The  family  was  identified  with  the  Colonial 
struggle  for  independence,  and  one  of  the  Darnall 
maidens  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Carroll,  of 
CarroUton,  the  last  surviving  signer  of  the  Declar- 
ation of  Independence.  He  was  said  to  have  been 
the  wealthiest  of  the  Maryland  patriots,  his  wealth 
being  estimated  at  the  breaking  out  of  tiie  war  to 
be  $2,000,000  of  which  he  contributed  liberally  to 
the  cause  of  the  Colonies.  His  death  occurred  at 
the  age  of  ninety-five  years. 

In  1779,  John  Darnall,  the  grandfather  of  Dr. 
G.  D.,  emigrated  from  Maryland  to  Kentucky  in 
company  with  his  brother  Isaac  and  settled  near 
Paris,  where  he  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits. William  D.  Darnall,  the  father  of  onr  subject, 
was  born  in  Kentucky,  November  19,  1812,  and 
removed  to  Illinois  in  1820,  when  a  youth  of  eight 


summers.  The  family  located  near  Paris,  Edgar 
County,  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood  and 
engaged  in  farming.  His  marriage  to  Miss  Eliza 
.J.  Metcalfe  occurred  in  Paris,  in  1838,  the  lad}%  a 
native  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  being  the  daughter  of 
William  Metcalfe.  Her  family  was  of  P^nglish  ori- 
gin, and  had  settled  in  Kentucky  in  an  early  day. 
The}'  removed  to  Edgar  County,  111.,  about  1824. 
The  children  of  William  Darnall  and  wife  included 
four  sons  and  three  daughters — Prudy  .Jane  became 
the  wife  of  Alexander  Moyer,  now  deceased,  and 
her  death  occurred  in  Paris,  111.,  in  August,  1870; 
.John  W.  is  a  lawyer  of  Chicago;  the  Doctor  is  the 
next  younger;  .James  J.,  who  served  nearly  four 
years  in  the  late  war,  married  Eveline  Graham  of 
Pratt  Count)',  Kan. ;  .Jacob  N.  is  married  and  lives 
in  Paris,  III.;  Sarah  Ann,  wife  of  James  A.  Kester, 
of  Paris,  died  January  5,  1889.  After  a  contin- 
uous residence  of  fifty  years  on  his  home  farm  in 
the  Prairie  State,  Mr.  Darnall  died  on  the  r2th  of 
November,  1888.  His  wife  survives  him  and  is 
still  a  resident  of  the  old  homestead.  William  D. 
Darnall  was  a  soldier  in  the  Black  Hawk  War,  serv- 
ing in  the  compaigns  of  1831-32,  in  the  same  com- 
mand in  which  Abraham  Lincoln  was  a  Captain. 
He  was  an  old  acquaintance  of  that  great  man. 

Dr.  Darnall,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  was 
reared  on  his  father's  farm  and  received  his  pri- 
mary education  in  the  subscription  schools  to  which 
he  had  to  walk  between  three  and  four  miles,  the 
tuition  being  five  cents  per  day.  Later  lie  attended 
the  Paris  Academy,  a  Presbyterian  school,  and  was 
employed  in  teaching  until  he  began  the  study  of 
medicine  with  Dr.  Mark  Rowe,  of  Grand  View,  111., 
now  of  Redmond,  that  State.  In  1866  he  entered 
upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Cherry  Point, 
HI.,  where  he  remained  until  1867,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Solon,  Iowa,  and  established  himself  in 
practice  there.  The  year  previous  he  began  attend- 
ing lectures  in  the  medical  college  of  Ohio,  located 
in  Cincinnati,  and  was  graduated  from  that  insti- 
tution in  the  class  of  1872.  He  then  located  in 
Pomero}',  Iowa,  where  he  continued  practice  until 
1874,  which  year  witnessed  his  arrival  in  West 
Union,  where  he  has  practiced  continuously  since. 
On  the  17th  of  November,  1872,  in  Solon,  Iowa, 
I   the  Doctor  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Sarah 
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C.  Lawyer,  who  was  born  in  Illinois  City,  Rock 
Island  County,  111.,  Aiit!;ust  1,  1854,  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  L.  M.  Lawyer.  Her  father  was  born  in 
Murylftiid  of  German  parentane  and  her  mother, 
uiiose  mtiiden  name  was  Fisher,  was  also  a  native 
of  that  State.  She  died  in  1868,  but  Mr.  Lawyer 
is  still  living  and  makes  his  home  in  Solon,  Iowa. 
Tlie  wife  of   Dr.  Darnall  died  January  27,  1183. 

Dr.  DiU-nall  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  »nd  has 
been  an  active  worker  in  the  interest  of  his  party. 
For  live  3ears  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Republican 
Central  Committee,  of  Fayette  County,  has  held 
various  olHeial  positions,  was  once  Coroner  of  the 
county,  was  a  member  of  the  City  Council  of  West 
Union  for  two  terras  and  a  member  of  the  Pension 
Board  about  four  years.  His  party  nominated  him 
for  representative  to  the  Twenty-second  General 
Assembly  of  Iowa,  to  which  otfice  he  was  duly 
elected.  At  the  succeeding  convention  he  received 
a  renorainalion  by  acclamation  but  was  defeated 
owing  to  the  combined  Democratic,  Greenback, 
Labor  and  Prohibition  vote  of  that  year,  as  were 
many  others  on  the  Republican  ticket.  Dr.  Dar- 
nall has  built  uo  an  extensive  and  lucrative  prac- 
tice since  locating  in  West  Union  and  has  won  a 
foremost  place  in  the  profession  in  Northeastern 
Iowa.  He  has  not  only  enjoyed  a  lucrative  prac- 
tice but  has.  by  the  application  of  correct  business 
principles,  accumulated  a  valuable  projierty.  He 
is  the  proprietor  of  the  fine  brick  block  at  the 
southeastern  corner  of  the  public  square,  besides 
his  residence  and  other  property.  In  company 
with  his  cousin.  Dr.  Charles  F.  Darnall  and  L.  A. 
Fisher,  he  has  carried  on  an  extensive  drug  busi- 
ness in  West  Union  since  1887,  at  the  corner  of 
Vine  and  Elm  Streets  under  the  firm  name  of  Dar- 
nalls  &  Fisher.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the 
Fayette  County  National  Bank  and  is  a  member  of 
its  Board  of  Directors.  The  Doctor  is  a  memlicr 
of  the  Fayette  County  Medical  Association,  of 
which  he  has  been  Secretary  and  I'resident,  and  is 
also  a  member  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion. Secret  anil  civic  societies  attracted  the  Doe- 
tor's  attention  in  early  life  and  he  became  a  member 
of  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge,  No.  112,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
and  transferred  his  membership  to  West  Union 
Lodge  on  coming  to  Iowa.     His  admiration  of  the 


principles  of  Masonry  led  to  his  advancement  in 
the  order  and  he  was  made  a  member  of  Clermont 
Chapter,  No.  62,  R.  A.  M.,  and  Langridge  Com- 
mandery,  No.  47,  K.  T.  Later  he  was  advanced 
to  the  Scottish  Rite  degree  and  is  a  member  of  De 
Molay  Consistory,  at  Lyons,  Iowa,  and  has  attained 
the  thirty-second  degree.  The  Doctor  is  also  a  prom- 
inent member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  Society',  belong- 
ing to  Round  Grove  Lod  .-^.  No.  41,  West  Union 
Encampment,  No.  57,  and  West  Union  Rebecca 
Degree,  No.  97.  He  has  passed  the  Chairs  in  the 
various  lodges  named  and  has  been  an  active  and 
inlluential  member. 

ARRJSON  W.  GRAY,  who  is  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  stock-raising  on  sec- 
^^  tion  16,  Smiilifield  Township,  is  a  repre- 
(^^  sentative  of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of 
the  county.  He  was  born  in  Saratoga  County, 
N.  Y.,  Maj'  25,  1845,  and  is  descended  from  one 
of  the  old  families  of  the  Empire  State.  His  grand- 
father was  born  and  brought  up  in  New  York,  and 
there  spent  his  entire  life,  engaged  in  farming  and 
lumbering.  He  was  an  active  worker  in  the  Meth- 
odist Church  and  an  inlluential  citizen  of  the  com- 
munity. His  son,  John  B.,  who  was  i)orii  in 
vSaratoga  County  March  30,  1807,  was  reared  Id 
Uianhood  upon  a  farm  and  during  his  30ungcr 
years  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  business.  He 
was  married  at  the  age  of  nineteen  to  Miss  Lucv 
Heath,  and  upon  a  farm  in  their  native  counlv 
they  began  their  domestic  life.  It  was  in  1853 
that  they  emigrated  westward,  locating  land  near 
Elgin,  Cook  County,  III.  After  renting  for  some 
three  years,  Mr.  Gray  brougbt  his  family  to  Iowa  in 
1856,  making  the  journey  with  four  yoke  of  <ixen. 
He  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land 
on  section  10,  Smithtield  Township,  only  ten  acres 
of  whi(Mi  had  been  placed  under  the  pIovT,  while  a, 
log  cabin  constituted  the  improvements.  The 
entire  county  was  then  but  sparsely  settled,  his 
neighbors  lived  miles  away,  and  the  develop- 
ment of  the  county  seemed  hardly  begun.  Later 
he  sold  that  farm  and  iu    1875  bought   land  two 
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miles  north  of  Maynard,  where  he  died  on  the  11th 
of  April,  1889.     His  nife  died  March  27,  187.5,  at 
the   age  of  sixty-seven    years   and   seven   months. 
He  was  an  enterprising  farmer,  a  capable  business 
man  and  met  with  success  in  his  undertakings.     A 
great    reader,    he  kept    himself    v/ell  informed  on 
all  general  topics,  and  consequently  could  converse 
intelligibly  upon  any  subject  introduced.     He  was 
strongly  opposed   to  secret  societies  and  in  politics 
was  rv  Whig,  and   afterward   a  stanch    Republican. 
In  the  Methodist  Church,  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber, he  served  as  Class-Leader  and  took  an  active 
part  in  its   upbuilding,  also  giving   liberally   to  its 
support.     The  children  of   tiie   family  are  Charles 
P.,   a  residcntji farmer    of  :Michigan;    Polly,    wh(. 
died  in   New  York;  Nathaniel,  of   Michigan;  Mrs. 
Susan    Potter,    a    widow    residing    in    Wyoming; 
Henry,  who  was   drowned   in  New  York;  Melissa, 
who   died    in    Illinois;  Myron,  of    Jones   County, 
Iowa;  Horatio,  who  served   four  years  in  an    Illi- 
nois regiment  of   infantry,  was  afterward    in    the' 
artillerv  and  was  wounded,  and  now  resides  on  the 
old  homestead   north  of  Maynard ;    Mrs.  Lucretia 
Badger,  of  Westfield  ;  Celestia,  of  Maynard;  Cath- 
erine,  of  Westgate,    Iowa;    Harrison    W.,   of  this 
sketch;  John,    a  farmer    of    Smithfield  Township; 
George  and  Esther,  both  deceased;  Mary,  of  Cali- 
fornia; and  Ira,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Our  subject  acquired  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  State,  attending  little  after  he 
came  to  this  county  as  his.  services  were  needed 
ill  the  development  and  improvement  of  the  home 
farm.  He  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until 
1,S(U,  when,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  D,  Forty-sixth  Iowa  Infantry,  for  one 
hundred  days'  service.  With  his  command  he  was 
sent  to  Camp  Douglas,  near  Davenport,  and  thence 
to  Memphis,  Tenn.,  where  they  did  garrison  duty 
(&nd  engaged  in  fighting  with  the  Indians.;  He 
received  his  discharge  in  September.  He  was 
taken  sick  in  the  meantime,  and  after  his  return 
home  was  unable  to  do  any  work  for  a  year.  On 
the  4lh  of  July,  1868,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Loderaa  Wilson,  daughter  of  Huston 
H.  and  Caroline  (Soper)  Wilson,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  Upper  Canada,  as  was  also  the  daugh- 
ter.    When  six  years  of  age  she  accompanied  her 


I)arents  to  Kane  County,  111.,  and  in  1855  they 
came  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Smithfield  Township, 
Fayette  County.  Her  father  died  near  Wadena 
fourteen  years  ago,  but  his  wife  is  living  on  the 
old  home  farm. 

Harrison  W.  Gray  upon  his  marriage  brought 
his  bride  to  his  farm  of  eighty  acres  which  he  had 
previously  purchased,  and  for  some  six  years  they 
there  made  their  home.  In  1874  he  purchased  a 
farm  on  seetion  16,  Smithfield  Township,  that  now 
comprises  two  hundred  acres  of  highly  cultivated 
land  and  is  equipped  with  everything  pertaining 
to  tlie  model  farm.  Many  improvements  have 
since  been  made  which  stand  as  monuments  to 
his  thrift  and  enterprise,  and  he  is  also  the  owner 
of  other  property,  including  a  house  and  lot  in 
Fayette  and  one  in  Maynard.  He  helped  to  organize 
the  Maynard  Creamery  Company,  of  which  he  is 
Director  and  Chairman  of  the  Board,  and  is  also  a 
stockholder  in  the  Fayette  Creamery  Company. 

Two  children  grace  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gray — Bessie  Mabel,  born  April  18.  1871.;  and 
Edith  Louise,  October  11,1885.  The  parents  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
in  politics  Mr.  Gray  is  a  Republican.  He  cast  his 
first  TOte  for  President  Lincoln  in  1864,  and  after- 
ward supported  the  Greenback  party,  but  has  re- 
turned to  his  first  political  choice.  He  also  enter- 
tains strong  prohibition  sentiments  and  faithfully 
worked  for  tlie  success  of  the  amendment  in  this 
State.  His  life  has  been  characterized  by  indus- 
try, enterprise  and  fair  dealing,  and  as  the  result 
he  has  acquired  a  handsome  competence.  With 
this,  he  intends  to  retire  soon  and  make  his  home 
in  Fayette. 


~[=3EE5~ 


W.  FINCH,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Trustee 
of  West  Union  Township  and  general  insur- 
ijf^lll)  ance  agent,  is  numbered  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Fayette  County,  where  he  has 
made  his  home  since  June  18,  1857.  He  was  born 
in  Niles,  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  March  1,  1831, 
and  is  a  son  of  Moses  and  Huldah  (Gardner) 
Finch,     The  branch  of  the  Finch  family  in  Amer- 
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ica  to  which  our  subject  belongs  was  founded  in 
this  country  by  one  of  three  brothers  who  cmi- 
■irated  from  Kngland  to  the  United  States  just 
))rior  to  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  INIoses  Fincli, 
a  native  of  (Tcnesee  Flats,  N.  Y.,  was  born  in 
November.  1799,  and  died  in  November,  1848. 
Mis  wife,  a  native  of  Ohio,  died  in  1837.  Tlie 
f:iinily  removed  to  Michigan  in  1830,  where  Mr. 
Fineli  Sr.,  in  companj'  with  two  brothers,  purchased 
an  Indian  reservation  near  Niles  and  settled  there- 
(in,  in  184.J,  the  famil}'  removed  to  Jefferson 
County,  Wis.,  and  settled  near  Lake  Koshonong, 
where  the  father  died  three  years  later,  leaving 
two  sons  and  four  daughters,  but  only  three  of  that 
number  are  now  living.  llannaii,  the  eldest, 
became  the  wife  of  Cyrus  Hyde  of  Fort  Ati<inson, 
Wis.,  who  was  a  millwright  b^'  trade  and  was  acci- 
dentally killed  wliileat  work  in  Montana.  Gilbert 
B.,  a  younger  brother  than  B.  W.,  is  a  farmer  of 
Westfield  Township, Fayette  County,  and  has  retired 
to  the  village  of  Fayette. 

Bcnoni  W.  Finch  came  to  Iowa  on  the  18th  of 
June,  IB,")?,  locating  in  Albany,  Fayette  County, 
wliere  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  school  during 
the  winter  season,  while  the  summer  months  he 
spent  at  work  in  a  cabinet  shop.  He  was  married 
in  Westfield  Township,  on  the  31st  of  October, 
1861,  when  lie  led  to  the  hymeneal  altar  Miss  Mar}' 
K.  Butler,  a  native  of  Muskingum  County,  Oliio, 
l)orn  February  15,  1843,  and  a  daughter  of  Harri- 
son Butler.  Five  eiiildren,  three  sons  and  two 
daughters,  graced  their  union — Eugene,  born  No- 
vember 21,  18()2,  died  in  February  1863;  Gilbert 
Benoni,  l)orn  August  3,  18GG,  is  now  living  in 
Minneapolis,  Minn.;  William  11.,  born  December 
29,  1868,  died  March  3,  188.5;  Marg.aret  G.,  born 
July  9.  1870,  is  the  wife  of  Earl  B.  Branch,  of 
West  Union;  and  Ella,  born  July  12,  1872,  is  now 
a  teleplione  operator  in  the  central  office  of  West 
Union. 

On  the  1  Ith  of  August,  1862,  Mr.  Finch  enlisted 
for  the  late  war  as  a  member  of  Company  G, 
Tliirty-eiglith  Iowa  ^'olunteer  Infantrj".  He  par- 
ticipated in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  the  siege 
and  capture  of  Fort  Morgan,  Ala.,  the  siege,  charge 
and  capture  of  Fort  Blakely,  the  defense  of  Mobile 
and  the  charge  against  that  stronghold  on  the  9lh 


of  April,  1865.  He  made  seven  voyages  with  his 
regiment  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  also  traveled 
thousands  of  miles  by  rail  and  steamship,  crossed 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  Texas,  was  in  garrison  on 
the  Mexican  border  from  November,  1863,  until 
July,  1864,  thence  went  to  Fort  Morgan,  Ala., 
thence  to  Donaldsonville,  La.,  did  garrison  duty 
two  months,  thence  to  Morganza,  Miss.,  December 
12,  1864,  where  his  regiment  was  consolidated  with 
the  Thirty-fourth  Iowa  Infantr}'.  Thence  the 
troops  were  sent  to  Kenner  Station,  eight  miles 
above  New  Orleans,  ihence  to  Barrancas,  Fla.,  later 
to  Pensacola,  then  to  Fort  Blakely,  Ala.,  and 
Mobile,  then  to  Selma,  Ala.,  afterwards  to  Mobile, 
where  he  witnessed  the  cxi)!osion  of  the  magazin", 
hundreds  being  killed.  We  next  find  them  in 
Houston.  Tex.,  where  on  the  lath  of  Augvist,  1865, 
they  were  mustered  out,  receiving  their  discharge 
-September  6.  at  Davenport,  Iowa.  Our  subject 
had  served  three  years  and  twenty-five  d.ays,  was 
never  off  duty  except  when  sick,  hut  faithfully 
serving  the  Union  was  ever  found  at  his  post. 

When  the  war  was  over,  Mr.  F'inch  returned 
to  his  home  and  purchased  a  farm  in  company 
with  his  brother,  near  Fayette,  where  he  carried  on 
.•igricuUural  pursuits  until  October,  1872.  Hetlien 
came  to  West  Union,  where  he  was  employed  as 
cleik  in  a  grocery  store  for  some  time,  when  in 
1874  he  embarked  in  that  line  of  business,  having 
as  a  partner,  Frank  Ward.  Two  years  later  Mr. 
Ward  sold  his  interest  out  to  Joseph  Butler,  who 
subsequently  sold  to  A.  C.  Gunsalus,  from  wlioin 
Mr.  Finch  repurchased  in  1882.  He  was  then 
alone  in  business  for  two  \ears,  when  he  sold  out. 
He  subsequently  had  to  take  back  the  realty-  and  in 
July,  1889,  .again  resumed  the  grocery-  business, 
only  to  sell  out  once  more  in  November,  1889.  In 
April.  1887,  Rlr.  Finch  was  appointed  Justice  of 
the  Pe.ace,  serving  out  the  unexpired  term  and  was 
elected  to  that  office  in  November  following  and 
still  serves  in  that  ca|)acity.  He  is  a  He|)ublican 
in  i)olitics  and  for  six  or  seven  years  h.as  been  a 
member  of  the  West  Union  Town  Council.  He  is 
a  member  of  Abernethy  Post,  No.  48,  G.  A.  R., 
and  of  West  Union  l>odgo.  No.  25,  A.  O.  U.  W., 
of  which  he  is  Recorder.  In  connection  with  his 
oHicial  business  he  represents  several  first-class  fire 
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insurance  companies.  Mr.  Finch  is  conceded  to 
have  been  a  most  excellent  soldier,  was  brave  in 
action,  and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  duly. 
With  others  of  his  regiment  he  endured  untold 
hardships,  especially  during  the  seigeof  Vicksburg, 
where  thej'  were  compelled  to  f)ccupy  a  most  un- 
comfortable and  sickly  locality  during  the  intensely 
hot  weather,  the  effects  of  which  wrecked  his 
health. 


E^ 


T\*^ROF.  JOSEPH  WESTLF.Y  RUGGLES, 
I  JJ)  director  of  the  Conservatory  of  Music  of 
the  Upper  Iowa  University,  has  enjo3'ed  a 
successful  career  of  over  thirty  years  as 
an  instructor  in  that  art.  As  his  name  indicates  he 
is  of  English  extraction.  On  the  vessel  '■Hopewell" 
in  1635  came  a  number  of  English  emigrants  to 
New  England  and  its  "Log  Book"  gives  among  the 
names  "Jo  Uuggles,  forty-four  years  old  and  Jo 
ten  j'ears  old"  besides  others  of  the  same  name. 
The  book  adds,  as  explanatory  of  the  standing  of 
the  parties  above  mentioned,  ''persons  of  quality." 
In  direct  line  of  descent  they  are  Jo,  Joseph, 
Joseph,  Eden,  Joseph  and  Joseph  Westley. 

The  father  of  Prof.  Ruggles  was  born  in  Connec- 
ticut, October  4,  1792,  and  in  early  life  learned  the 
shij)  builder's  and  carpenter's  trade  and  subse- 
quently also  carried  on  farming.  In  his  native 
State  he  married  Sylvia  Brown  who  was  born  in 
Connecticut  and  was  a  daughter  of  Lyman  Brown, 
a  gentleman  of  English  descent  and  a  merchant  by 
occupation.  The  young  couple  first  removed  to 
Pennsylvania  and  in  1826  effected  a  settlement  in 
Huron  County,  Ohio,  being  among  the  early  set- 
tlers of  that  region.  The  year  1839  witnessed  the 
arrival  of  the  family  in  Van  Buren  County,  Mich., 
where  the  father  died  August  1,  1875,  and  the 
mother  July  3,  1870.  Their  family  consisted  of 
eleven  children,  seven  sons  and  two  daughters 
grew  to  maturity,  all  of  whom  possessed  musical 
talent,  especially  as  vocalists. 

Prof.  Ruggles  is  the  youngest  son  and  the  eighth 
child.  He  was  born  near  Milan,  Huron  County, 
Ohio,  December  2,  1837,  and  the  days  of  his  boy- 


hood were  spent  in  the  district  schools  and  in  such 
labors  as  -are  incident  to  farm  life  in  a  heavily 
wooded  country.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  com- 
pleted the  High  School  course  at  Niles,  Mich.  His 
inherited  musical  proclivities  made  him  an  ardent 
lover  of  the  art  and  hence  we  find  him  grasping 
eagerly  every  opportunity  for  mastering  its  princi- 
ples and  advancing  himself  in  the  study.  Soon 
after  leaving  the  High  School  he  commenced  teach- 
ing country  singing  schools  and  had  made  his  way 
to  Williams  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  teaching 
in  that  line  when  he  secured  the  services  of  George 
F.  Root  to  conduct  a  musical  convention  at  Bryan. 
Contact  with  such  a  master  of  music  gave  him  new 
aspirations  and  in  1862  he  attended  the  Normal 
Institute  of  Music  held  in  Wooster,  Ohio,  by 
George  F.  Root  and  Dr.  Lowell  Mason.  Subse- 
quently he  studied  under  Messrs.  Root,  William 
Mason,  Carlo  Bassini,  William  Ludden,  H.  R.  Pal- 
mer, W.  S.  B.  Matthews  and  Carl  Zerralin.  In 
addition  to  the  large  amount  of  instruction  given 
in  conventions  and  to  private  pupils,  I'rof.  Rug- 
gles has  held  a  number  of  important  positions. 
From  1865  until  1868  he  was  musical  director  in 
the  Northern  Lidiana  College  at  South  Bend,  Ind.; 
from  1868  until  1871  held  a  similar  position  in 
Valparaiso  College,  and  in  1881  was  called  to  his 
present  place. 

In  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind.,  the  Professor  was 
united  in  marri.age  with  Miss  Lucena  A.,  daughter 
of  Josephus  and  Margaret  (Miller)  Baldwin.  Her 
father  was  born  in  Lebanon,  N.  J.,  October  15, 
1812,  and  is  of  Dutch  descent,  his  father  having 
emigrated  to  Ohio  in  an  early  day  and  to  Cass 
County,  Mich.,  among  the  pioneers.  The  mother 
of  Mrs.  Ruggles  was  born  in  Muskingum  County, 
Ohio,  May  9,  1817,  and  her  father  was  a  Pennsyl- 
vania Dutch  preacher.  He  too  went  to  Cass 
County,  Mich.,  among  its  earl}'  settlers  and  became 
very  wealthy.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Baldwin  was  celebrated  in  Cass  County,  on  the 
13th  of  February,  1834,  but  they  located  just 
across  the  line  in  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind.,  where 
he  still  lives,  ruddy,  hale  and  hearty  and  with  hair 
scarcely  touched  with  gray.  His  wife,  who  was  for 
many  years  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church, 
died   January  6,    1877.       He  is    a  sturdy,    honest 
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farmer,  who  secured  most  of  his  education  in  night 
schools  after  he  was  married  and  has  made  his  own 
way  through  life.  In  their  family  were  nine  chil- 
di-en  of  whom  seven  are  now  living.  Mrs.  Ruggles, 
the  fourth  in  order  of  birth,  was  born  in  St.  Joseph 
County,  Ind.,  Feb.  17,  1841,  and  vyas  educated  in 
tlie  C'arlisle  (Ind.)  Collegiate  Institute.  She  and 
ihe  Professor  are  now  active  workers  in  the  Metli- 
odist  P^piscopal  Church  tiiough  in  early  life  he 
belonged  to  the  Free  AVill  Baptist  and  she  was  con- 
nected with  the  Christian  Church.  They  aie  the 
parents  of  two  children,  Wilbur  A.,  born  in  La 
Porte,  Ind..  July  29,  18G4,  and  died  in  Lafayette, 
February  21,  1876;  and  Fred  J.,  who  was  born  in 
South  Bend,  Ind.,  April  7,  18G8,  and  is  a  graduate 
of  the  Lpper  Iowa  University. 

Wherever  Prof.  Ruggles  has  been  called  to  labor, 
he  has  unsparingly  given  his  time  and  ability  to 
the  improvement  of  church  and  Sund.iy-school 
music.  He  has  also  given  much  thought  to  tlie 
subject  of  music  in  the  public  schools  and  his  arti- 
cle written  thereon  has  been  extensively  printed 
and  read.  Among  his  productions,  aside  from 
contributions  to  leading  musical  journals,  are  '-The 
Treasure."  vols.  I  and  II  for  Sunday-schools;  "The 
Old  Nest,"  '-Waiting  and  Watching,"  '-For  God, 
Law  and  Truth,"  beside  many  antlieuis.  Prof.  Rug- 
gles is  well  known  as  a  master  and  instructor  of 
music  and  has  a  well  earned  reputation.  He  is  Presi- 
dent of  the  Iowa  Music  Teachers  State  Association 
anil  in  November,  1  800,  was  appointed  rice-presi- 
dent for  Iowa  of  the  American  Society  for  the 
Promotion  of  Musical  Art.  His  efforts  here  have 
made  the  musical  college  one  of  the  im|)orlant 
departments  of  the  rapidly  growing  university. 

ARTIN  H.  FUSSELL,  who  ranks  among 
the  prominent  farmers  of  Westfield  Town- 
ship, is  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
pioneer  families  of  the  county,  his  parents, 
David  F.  and  Rachel  (Jennings)  Fussell,  having 
here  located  at  an  early  day.  He  •  w.as  born  in 
AVestfleld  Township,  January  15,  1852,  and  is  the 
oldest   living  chil4  of   thp  f^wil^.      In    byisincss 


capacity ,energy  and  thrift,he  issaid  to  bethecoun- 
ter]jart  of  his  father,  but  his  educational  advanta- 
ges were  considerabl3-  above  those  of  his  worthy 
parent.  After  attending  the  common  schools,  he 
spent  three  terms  in  the  Upper  Iowa  University, 
thus  qualifying  himself  for  any  business  puisuit. 
One  of  the  important  things  he  learned — a  thing 
often  neglecteil  by  the  sons  of  the  wealthy— was 
how  to  do  a  good  day's  work  and  his  entire  life 
has  been  characterized  by  thrift  and  industry. 
Being  the  oldest  child,  he  w,as  the  main  dependence 
of  the  family.  In  1870,  when  eighteen  years  of 
.age,  he  received  of  his  father  a  $2,000  interest  in 
the  Fussell  hardware  store  at  Fayette  and  after 
three  years  experience  in  trade  he  exchanged  his 
interest  for  the  farm  upon  which  he  now  resides, 
containing  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres,  all 
of  which  is  arable  with  the  exceirtion  of  about 
seventy-five  acres.  The  innnovements  are  of  his 
own  making  and  greatly  enhance  the  value  and 
beauty  of  the  |)lace.  A  good  house,  barn  and  out- 
buildings have  been  erected,  furnishing  a  pleasant 
home  for  his  family  and  comfortable  shelter  for  his 
stock,  of  which  he  raises  thoroughbred  Polled- 
Angus  cattle  and  Poland-China  hogs,  besides  others 
of  high  grades.  He  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
most  successful  farmers  and  stock  men  in  the  com- 
munity. His  home  with  its  entire  surroundings 
indicates  the  progressive  and  enterprising  ideas  of 
the  owner,  who,  as  the  result  of  his  good  manao-o- 
nient,  is  rapidl3-  gaining  a  place  among  the  sub- 
stantial agriculturists  of  the  county. 

On  the  24th  of  September,  1874,  in  Center  I'own- 
ship,  Mr.  Fussell  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Mary  L.  Kingsbur}',  a  native  of  Cherry  Valley, 
Winnebago  County,  Hi.,  born  July  13,  1853,  and 
a  daughter  of  Joseph  B.  and  Hannah  (Brown) 
Kingsburj'.  Her  father  was  born  in  Windham 
County,  Vt.,  March  19,  1827,  and  his  wife,  a 
native  of  the  same  county,  was  born  December  26, 
1830.  They  were  married  October  4,  1852,  and 
the  same  year  emigrated  to  Winnebago  County, 
III.,  where  the  succeeding  five  jears  of  their  lives 
were  spent.  In  1857  he  came  with  his  family  to 
this  county  and  improved  a  farm  in  Harlan  Town- 
ship. Subsequently  he  spent  three  years  in  Fay- 
ette in  wagon  making,  then  ahout  au  equal  lengtl\ 
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of  time"  in  West  Union,  carrying  on  the  fmniture 
and  cabinet  business.  Returning  to  the  f.irra.  he 
followed  that  c.niling  until  1S80,  when  be  embarked 
in  the  hardware  business  in  Oelwein,  conliiuiing  at 
ihat  place  until  1885,  when  he  removed  his  stock 
to  Osage,  Iowa,  where  he  still  holds  forth,  being 
associated  in  business  with  his  son  and  son-in-law. 
He  is  also  interested  in  farming.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Regular  Baptist  Church 
and  are  the  parents  of  four  cliildren,  namely : 
Mary  L.,  wife  of  our  subject;  Ella,  who  is  engaged 
in  teaching;  Wayland  15.;  and  Emma  B.,  wife  of 
Nicholas  Burger. 

Mr.  Fussell  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Cliurch  and  are  faithful  workers  for 
its  upbuilding  and  interests.  They  have  an  inter- 
esting family  of  three  children:  Roy  R.,  l)orn  July 
5,  1875;;_May,  August  2,  1877;  and  Alma,  July 
3,  1887.  Politically,  Mr.  Fussell  is  a  Republican 
and  a  man  who  keeps  himself  well  informed  on  all 
the  leading  questions  of  the  day.  He  holds  the 
position  of  treasurer  of  the  Fayette  Creamery  Asso- 
ciation, and  those  who  know  him  esteem  him  highly 
for  his  many  estimable  qualities. 

/  OHN  SACKETT  BREWER,  an  early  settler 
and  prominent  farmer  of  Fayette  County, 
residing  in  West  Union,  was  born  in  the 
I  town  of  Lodi,  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the 
18th  of  March,  1818,  and  is  the  son  of  William  S. 
and  Hester  (Jones)  Brewer.  His  father  was  a  native 
of  Catskill,  N.  Y.,  was  a  farmer  and  lumberman 
and  was  twice  married.  His  second  wife  was  Hes- 
ter Jones,  who  was  born  in  Ulysses,  Tompkins 
County,  N.Y.,  in  1784,  and  died  in  the  year  181  "J,  at 
the  age  of  thirty-five  years,  leaving  a  family  of  four 
children,  one  sou  and  three  daughters  —  Rosilinda, 
the  oldest,  residing  in  Michigan;  Paulina  is  living 
in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.;  and  John  S.  of  this 
sketch  is  the  youngest.  The  father's  death  occurred 
in  1825. 

Our  subject  was  roared  on  a  farm  and  served  a 
regular  apprenticeship  to  the  wagon-maker's  trade 
in  Lodi,  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  after  which  he  en- 


gaged in  that  line  of  business  in  North  Hector,  N. 
Y.  He  was  mariied  in  his  native  town,  September 
18,  1840,  to  Miss  Charlotte  A.  Simmons,  who  was 
born  in  Burdett,  Tom|)klns  County.  N.  Y., 
December  25,  1817,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Catherine  (Meisner)  Simmons.  Nine  children  were 
born  of  their  union,  three  sons  and  six  daughters. 
The  record  of  the  family  is  as  follows:  William 
Wirt,  who  was  born  in  North  Hector,  N.  Y.,  No- 
vember 27,  1841,  married  Miss  Maggie  McDonald 
and  now  resides  in  Omaha,  Neb.;  Elizabeth  A., 
born  in  North  Hector  M.iy  17,  1843,  is  the  wife  of 
D.  J.  Page  of  Oelwein,  Iowa;  James  Madison,  born 
in  New  York,  December  21,  1845,  died  in  Wiscon- 
sin, December  7,  1847;  Catiierine,  born  in  Rock 
County,  October  2,  1846,  is  the  wife  of  N.  C. 
Spencer,  a  resident  of  l^nion  Township,  Fayette 
County,  Iowa;  Henrietta,  born  September  2,  1848, 
is  the  wife  of  William  M.  Kenzie,  of  Union  Town- 
ship; John  Henry,  born  September  14,  1849,  died 
January  9,  1876;  Mary  Augusta,  born  in  Iowa, 
November  10,  1852,  died  August  27,  1854.  All 
younger  than  James  Madison  and  older  than  Mary 
Augusta,  were  horn  in  Wisconsin.  Eva,  the 
youngest,  born  in  Fayette  County,  January  15, 
1857,  is  the  wife  of  E.  C.  Dorland,  of  West  Union, 
and  one  child  died  in  infancy. 

In  1845  Mr.  Brewer  removed  to  Rock  County, 
Wis.,  and  located  in  the  town  of  Porter,  wliere  he 
carried  on  wagon-making  and  farming  until  June, 
1852,  when  he  emigrated  with  his  family  to  Iowa, 
settling  in  West  Union.  Here  he  opened  a  wagon 
shop  and  was  eng.aged  in  the  manufacture  of 
wagons  and  carriages  for  nine  3ears.  In  September, 
1862,  he  enlisted  for  the  late  war  as  a  member  of 
Company  C,  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  on  the  7th  of 
April.  1863,  was  transferred  to  Co.  F,  7th  Iowa 
Cavalry,  with  a  recruiting  commission.  He  helped 
to  recruit  Company  F,  of  the  latter  regiment,  of 
which  he  was  commissioned  First  Lieutenant  on  the 
3d  of  June  following.  His  regiment  was  assigned 
to  the  Department  of  the  West,  and  his  service 
was  entirely  in  suppressing  Indian  depredations. 
He  was  in  Nebraska,  Wyoming  and  Colorado,  and 
took  part  in  the  battle  of  Julesburg,  Neb.  and 
Rosebud,  Wyo.,  besides  in  numerous  skirmishes. 
He  had  his  horae  shot  from  under  hitn  in  the  battje 
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of  Julesbiirg:  and  was  wounded  in  tUe  fall.  He 
resigned  after  the  close  of  tlie  war,  November  3d, 
1865. 

On  his  return  home,  Mr.  Brewer  engaged  in 
farming  near  West  Union  and  has  made  his  home 
in  tlie  city  almost  continuously  since  coming  here. 
Willi  many  of  its  leading  interests  he  has  been 
prominently  identified.  lie  was  one  of  the  stoeli- 
holders  of  the  Bank  of  West  Union  and  is  now  a 
stockiiolder  and  director  of  the  Fayette  County, 
National  Bank  of  this  place.  He  was  one  of  the 
ineori)orators  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Slieri- 
dan,  Wyo.,  and  has  been  prominently  identified 
with  the  financial  affairs  of  this  county.  Mr.  Brewer 
has  been  the  architect  of  his  own  fortunes  and  has 
bnilded  well.  That  he  has  made  a  success  in  life 
is  generally  conceded  and  it  has  been  done  by  the 
exercise  of  industry,  perseverance  and  good  judg- 
ment. He  has  now  been  a  resident  of  Fayette 
County  for  a  period  of  thirty-eight  jcars  and  has 
been  prominently  identified  with  its  interests  as  a 
business  man  and  farmer.  His  course  has  been 
uniformly  upright  ami  honorable  and  he  is  esteemed 
a  worthy  and  respectable  citizen  in  the  fullest  sense 
of  the  term.  Mr.  Brewer  has  always  been  a  Demo- 
crat in  politics  and  in  his  religious  views  is  inclined 
to  be  liberal,  having  more  faith  in  the  effects  of 
good  deeds  than  in  creeds  and  beliefs.  He  is  a 
member  of  West  Union  Lodge,  No.  6',),  A.  F.  &  A. 
M.,  having  united  with  the  Masons  on  the  organi- 
zation of  that  lodge. 


■€-*'-^ 


AMES  GRAHAM,  senior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Graham  A' .Schenck,  dealers  in  lum- 
ber and  building  material,  also  contractors 
and  builders  of  West  Union,  was  born  in 
St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  May  10,  1841.  and  is 
a  son  of  Andrew  and  Jane  (Coleman)  Graham. 
His  father  was  a  native  of  Aberdeen,  Scotland, 
born  in  1799,  and  during  his  youth  accompanied 
his  parents  on  their  emigration  to  America.  He 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  settled  in  St.  Law- 
rence County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  married  and  contin- 
ued to  reside  until  181-1,  which  year  witnessed    his 


removal  to  Jefferson  County,  Wis.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  tlie  summer  of  1845,  at  the  age  of  forty-six 
j-eais.  His  wife  survived  him  but  a  few  days. 
James  was  thus  left  an  orphan  at  the  tender  age  of 
four  years.  On  the  death  of  his  parents  a  home 
was  given  him  by  relatives  in  the  town  of  Lisbon 
Center  about  twelve  miles  from  Ogdensburg,  X. 
Y.  In  Ogdensburg  he  received  an  academic  edu- 
cation. His  life  was  spent  in  the  usual  manner  of 
farmer  lads,  and  in  the  Empire  Stale  he  remained 
until  1857,  when  he  returned  to  Wisconsin,  where 
he  remained  until  October,  1859,  when  he  went 
South.  He  visited  Louisiana,  Arkansas  and  Texas, 
returning  to  Wisconsin  in  July,  1860.  Locating 
in  Whitewater,  AValworth  Count}-,  he  there  re- 
mained until  responding  to  his  country's  call  for 
troops  he  again  went  South  lint  with  a  far  different 
purpose   in   view. 

On  the  16th  of  .September,  1801,  Mr.  Graham 
enlisted  in  the  late  war  as  a  member  of  the  Seventh 
Wisconsin  Battery,  Light  Artillery,  and  in  Decem- 
ber, 1863,  he  re-enlisted  and  was  made  a  non-com- 
missioned officer.  He  took  part  in  the  battles  of 
New  Madrid,  Island  No.  10,  Union  Cit}-.  Ky., 
Parker's  Cross  Roads,  Tenn.,  and  was  in  the  eng.age- 
inents  at  Bolivar  and  Guntown,  Miss.  He  was  on 
duly  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  at  the  time  of  Forrest's 
raid  on  tlial  city  and  ere  the  close  of  the  war  par- 
ticipated in  numerous  minor  engagements.  When 
the  South  had  at  last  surrendered  he  was  mustered 
out  on  the  25th  of  July,  1865,  after  nearly  four 
years  of  active  service.  On  his  return  from  the 
army  he  came  to  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  arriving  in 
September,  1865,  and  settled  on  wild  land  in  A\'ind- 
sor  Township.  To  farming  he  devoted  his  entire 
energies  until  the  autumn  of  1882,  when  he  sold 
out  and  the  following  spring,  having  located  in 
West  Union,  embarked  in  his  present  business, 
which  he  has  now  carried  on  some  eight  j'ears. 

Mr.  Graham  was  married  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  on 
the  4tli  of  July,  1866,  to  Miss  Adeline  A.  Wilbur, 
a  native  of  Mooisville,  iMadison  County,  N.  Y., 
and  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Willnir  of  Whitewater, 
Wis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graham  have  two  children,  a 
son  and  daugliter  living,  and  have  lost  two.  .len- 
nie  A.  is  the  eldest;  Mamie  Estella  died  at  the  age 
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of  eight  years;  William  James  is  the  only  son;  and 
Clara  died  in  her  second  year.  In  their  religious 
views  and  relations  Mr.  Graham  and  his  wife  are 
Methodists.  In  political  sentiment,  lie  is  a  Repub- 
lican of  the  most  pronounced  type  and  does  all  in 
his  power  for  the  success  of  the  party.  While  a 
resident  of  Windsor  Township,  he  served  as  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  three  years,  as  Assessor  two  years, 
Township  Clerk  seven  years  and  School  Director 
for  several  years.  He  was  Trustee  of  Union  Town- 
ship one  year,  City  Assessor  of  West  Union  one 
year  and  a  member  of  the  City  Board  of  Educa- 
tion. His  ofHcial  duties  have  ever  been  discharged 
with  promptness  and  fidelity,  winning  him  the 
respect  of  all.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  Aber- 
nethy  Post,  No.  48,  G.  A.  R.  of  West  Union,  of 
which  he  has  served  as  Commander  two  terms.  Mr. 
Graiiani  is  a  man  of  positive  convictions,  earnest 
in  his  devotion  to  his  party  and  strong  in  patriotic 
sentiment.  His  militarj'  record  is  good  and  he  has 
reason  to  be  proud  of  his  i)art  in  the  i)reservation 
of  the  Union.  As  a  business  man  and  citizen  he 
ranks  high  and  enjoys  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact, 
in  a  marked  degree. 


f^^  ON.  PHINEAS  F.  STURGIS,  of  West 
IJ  Union,  lianker,  farmer  and  stock- dealer 
and  late  a  merchant  of  this  city,  is  a  native 
of  Penns3'lvania,  born  in  Fayette  Countj'  in 
December,  1830.  His  parents  were  Enos  and  Diana 
(Jones)  Sturgis,  botii  of  whom  were  born  in  the 
same  county  as  their  son,  the  father  in  March, 
1803,  and  the  mother  in  180G.  Her  death  occurre<l 
in  1883  but  Mr.  Sturgis  is  still  living  at  the  old 
home  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-seven  ^-ears. 
The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  also  named 
Phineas  and  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  in  the  year 
1777.  He  was  a  son  of  John  Sturgis  who  was  born 
near  Philadelphia,  about  1750,  served  as  a  soldier 
in  the  War  of  the  Revolution  and  fought  at  Bran- 
dywinc,  Monmouth  and  Germantown  and  was  en- 
camped with  Washington's  army  at  Valley  Forge 
during  the   dreary  winter   of    1777.     The  Sturgis 


family  was  founded  in  America  by  brothers  of  that 
name  who  emigrated  from  England,  their  native 
country,  about  the  year  1700  and  settled  in  Massa- 
chusetts, Canada  and  one  in  Now  Jersey,  whence 
he  removed  to  Pennsylvania. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  descended  from  tiie 
last  branch  of  the  family.  He  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  school  of  his  native  State  and 
attended  the  Jefferson  College  of  Cannonsburg, 
Pa.,  but  did  not  complete  the  course  of  study  in 
that  institution.  After  leaving  college  he  engaged 
as  clerk  in  a  dry-goods  store  of  Uniontowu,  Pa., 
and  in  1851,  nearly  forty  years  ago,  came  to  the 
then  frontier  State  of  Iow\i,  locating  in  West  Union 
which  at  tiiat  time  contained  about  sevent3'-five 
inhabitants,  the  county  of  Fayette  having  been 
organized  only  the  previous  year  (1850).  Mr. 
Sturgis  first  secured  employment  as  a  clerk  in  the 
dry-goods  store  of  Woodlc  &  Brunson,  but  the 
next  year  formed  a  business  partnership  with  Dan- 
iel Cook  in  general  merchandising  which  continued 
until  the  death  of  the  latter  in  1854.  Three  years 
later  j\lr.  Sturgis  removed  to  Clear  Lake,  Cerro 
Gordo  County,  where  he  opened  two  general  mer- 
chandise stores,  one  at  the  town  of  his  residence 
and  the  other  at  M.isiui  City  which  he  operated 
three  years.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  in  18G1 
he  closed  his  business  in  that  county  and  returned 
to  West  Union,  where  he  soon  after  re-cm  barked 
in  the  general  mercantile  l)usiness  which  he  con- 
tinued until  1872  when  he  sold  and  purchased  a 
farm  near  the  city.  In  1878  he  purchased  lands  in 
the  State  of  Kansas,  one  tract  of  which  with  his 
usual  sagacity,  he  pui'chased  near  the  thriving  city 
of  Beloit  and  in  1885  laid  out  eighty  acres  of  that 
land  into  Sturgis'  Addition  to  the  city  of  Beloit, 
from  the  sales  of  a  part  of  which  property  he  has 
realized  liandsome  profits.  He  also  owns  and  oper- 
erates  a  farm  adjacent  to  that  city. 

On  the  31st  of  January,  1856,  Mr.  Sturgis  and 
ISIiss  Rachel  Irwin,  of  West  Union  were  married. 
She  was  the  onl}'  daughter  of  John  and  Catherine 
Irwin,  deceased,  and  was  born  in  Union  County, 
Pa.  They  have  two  sons  living  and  have  lost  one 
son  and  one  daughter,  both  having  died  at  the  age 
of  nine  months.  Tlic  elder  son,  Henry  Clay,  mar- 
ried Miss  Dora  ScoviUe,  of  Fayette  Countjf,  and  is 
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engaged  in  hiuilviim  in  ()clw('ii],  Ihwm,  wIkmh  tliry 
uiiikc  tlicir  lioinc.  Low  L  wii.s  for  many  jcnrs 
cmplojiMl  hy  tlio  I  iiilcd  Slates  (lovcniinciil  in  the 
pension  (lc|i.n  Inunt  al  Wnsliington.  lie  nirnried 
Miss  Kila  Ivojjcis  of  that  city  an(]  at  the  present 
time  is  en^'iified  in  tlie  callle  business.  lie  resides 
with  his  falhci-  lit  I  he  old  liomc  at  West  Union. 

.\Ii'.  Sliiri^is  h;is  always  heen  a  man  of  enterprise, 
has  no  hohhies,  is  tiioroti^^hly  practieal  in  his  meth- 
ods i:i  politics  as  well  as  business,  has  done  his  fnli 
share  in  im|)ruviiig  and  building  up  the  town  and 
has  added  to  it  many  structuics  some  of  which  were 
e()sll\anil  icMiaiu  as  oniariicnts  to  the  city.  A  few 
years  ago,  in  company  vvitli  Ids  son  Henry  Clay, 
h('  founded  the  Citizens'  liank  of  Oelwein,  the 
business  of  wliuh  inslilulion  has  been  carefully 
and  successfully  conducted  by  the  son  as  cashier 
and  resident  partner.  In  politics  Mr.  .Sturgis  was 
in  early  life  a  Clay  Whig,  but  after  the  birakin^ 
up  of  thai  p.arty  by  tlie  passage  of  what  is  known 
as  the  Kansas  and  Nebraska  Uill.  repealing  the  slav- 
ery ri'striclion  compromise  ol  IH-Jii,  he  assisted  in 
organizing  the  Kcpublieau  parly  of  lovva,  was  ac- 
tive anil  inllueulial  in  both  local  and  .State  polities 
U>i  m.'iny  years,  acquiring  a  State-wiile  icpulation 
ns  nu  nnsellish,  reli.able,  discreet,  sagacious  and  ef- 
fective p(diticiaii  and  enjoying  in  a  marked  degree 
the  cciulideuce  of  public  men.  Mr.  .Sturgis  has  j 
always  had  an  aversion  to  holding  olllcial  positions 
him.icif,  his  andiition  not  being  in  tliat  direelion, 
and  fur  this  reason  he  was  dubbi'd  by  his  fiiends 
with  the  sobriipielof  "the  Thurlow  Weed  of  Iowa." 
Without  solicilatiou  on  his  part,  however,  he  was 
uoniiiialcd  anil  clcctcil  on  the  b'cpulilir.'iii  ticket  in 
ISd.'l  a  member  of  the  'I'enlh  (icner.al  Assembly  of 
Iowa,  and  at  the  commencement  of  the  session  was 
placed  (ui  llie  Comiuitlces  of  Ways  ami  Means, 
Internal  ImprovemenI,  .luilicial  l)istri(^ts  and  Or- 
ganization of  the  Counties,  besides  serving  on  sev- 
eral important  special  and  select  I'ominiltccs  raised 
by  the  House  during  the  session.  At  the  close  of 
his  term  he  <leclined  to  become  a.  eandidale  for 
re-elei'lion.  Again  in  ISTfi  he  w.as  chosen  by  the 
.Stale  Legislature  and  conimissioued  by  (Jov.  Kirk- 
wood,  !i  Trustee  for  the  College  for  the  Blind  at 
\'iuton.  low.'i,  which  position  be  IiIIimI  f<ir  four 
years  with    credil    to  himself   ami    fiieuds  ainl   with 


honor  to  the  instiluliou.  At  the  cud  of  his  term 
he  declined  a  re-appointment.  The  Kepublican 
State  ('onvention  in  IHHO  again  lionored  i\Ir.  Stur- 
gis by  choosing  him  a  delegate  to  the  Republican 
National  Convention  at  Chicago,  in  .Inne  of 
that  year,  where  he  was  witness  of,  and  partic- 
ipatcid  in  that  nuinorable  six  days'  struggle  of  the 
intellectual  Republican  giants  of  the  Nation,  re- 
sulting, as  all  remerab(U',  in  a  drawn  battle  and 
a  compromise  candidate  for  nominee  for  President 
in  the  per.son  »f  (jeu.  (iarfield.  Mr.  Sturgis  zeal- 
ously supporleil  Mr.  Blaine  for  President  until  the 
thirty-sixth  and  last  ballot  when  his  (U'legation  in 
a  body  voted  for  (Jarfield.  Shortly  after  he  with- 
drew from  active  politics  but  is  still,  as  ever,  a. 
close  observer  of  public  events  as  well  as  a  careful 
student  of  the  annals  of  the  race. 

Mr.  Stui'gis  is  a  man  of  positive  conviclions,  has 
firmness  of  character  with  strong  will  power,  pos- 
sesses great  courage,  is  fond  of  liooks,  has  always 
been  a  general  reader,  has  a  retentive  memory,  is 
deeply  versed  in  biography,  in  ancient  and  nnjdern 
history,  in  fact  is  considered  authority'  on  most 
biographical  and  historic  subiects.  Of  all  the  books 
which  he  has  read  those  of  which  he  is  most  fojid 
are  (iibbou's  Rome,  I'lularch's  Lives  and  .Shakes- 
peare. He  is  of  the  oi)ini(ni,  however,  that  Lord 
Bacon  pi'oduced  most  of  the  plays  conLaiucd  ii] 
.Shakcs|)earc's  works.  His  private  library  is  .among 
the  birgcst  and  best  selected  in  Ihis  section  of  the 
Slate.  The  rclii;ious  views  (jf  Mr.  Slurgis  not  be- 
ing very  fidly  expressed  lead  us  to  believe  him  as 
rather  favoring  the  advanced  opinions  of  such  men 
as  Thomas  and  Swini;.  lie  has  been  a  niendier  of 
the  Masoidc  fralcmily  for  more  than  thirty  years, 
anil  Mrs.  Sturgis  is  a  consistent  member  of  the 
I'.apl  ist  Chui-ch. 


■4i:-^J::i-;^- 


;SAAC     lIOMKWOOl).    oiu>    of    the    successful, 

'     farmers    of    Westlield    Tciwnship,   residing    on 

il\    section  '.)[>,  was  born  in  County  Kent,  ICnglaud, 

December    ;'>,    1S2'.>.  and    is  a   son    id'     Thomas   and 

MHr\'    (Muiiu)    llomcwood.    both    of    whom     were 
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natives  of  that  jcounty.  They  crossed  the  Atlan- 
tic to  this  country,  but  after  several  years'  resi- 
dence in  tlie  United  States  returned  to  their  native 
land  where  Mr.  Iloraevvood  is  still  living  at  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety  years.  He  made  farming 
his  life  occupation.  His  wife  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-seven,  and  like  her  husband,  was  a  profess- 
ing Christian.  Their  family  numbered  six  sons 
and  seven  daughters. 

Isaac  Momevvood  was  tlie  third  child  and  under 
the  parental  roof  he;was  reared  to  manliood,  work- 
ing for  ills  fallier  until  twenty-four  years  of  age, 
when  he  became  foreman  for  a  landlord,  which 
position  he  resigned  on  his  emigration  to  thi.'« 
country.  On  tiie  26th  of  Decemljer,  1851,  he 
married  Sarah  A.  Dean  who  was  born  in  County 
Kent  May  fi,  18.TG.  Two  years  later  lliey  sailed 
for  the  New  World,  landing  at  New  York  on  the 
4th  of  .lune  after  a  voyage  of  six  weeks.  They 
continued  their  journey  across  land  1o  Cherry 
^'alley,  Winneh.ago  County,  III.,  where  upon  a 
rented  farm  Mr.  Homewood  engaged  m  .agricul- 
tural pursuits  for  about  ten  years,  when,  in 
18GG,  he  crossed  the  Mississippi  into  Iowa,  becom- 
ing a  resident  of  Fayette  County.  After  eight 
years  he  rented  part  of  his  present  farm  and  suli- 
secpiently  piuchased  three  hundred  and  live  acres, 
paying  ^7, .500.  In  order  to  pay  one-third  dovvn 
he  had  to  borrow  $000.  Possessed  of  untiring 
energy,  i)erseverauce  and  exceptional  business  abil- 
ity, he  has  not  only  p;iid  off  all  indebtedness, 
but  has  since  adilod  to  his  landed  estate  until  his 
l)roperty  now  aggregates  four  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  acres,  all  in  one  body,  constituting  one  of  the 
hest  farms  in  the  county.  It  li.as  all  the  modern 
imi)rovemeTits  and  appurtenances,  and  is  well 
stocked  Willi  high  grades  of  horses,  cattle  .-md 
hogs. 

lu  18'J0  Mr.  Homewood  was  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  iiis  wife  who  died  on  the  27th 
of  .January.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  following 
childrcTi,  the  two  eldest  of  whom  were  born  in 
England,  namely:  George  T.,  now  a  farmer  of 
South  Dakota;  and  'I'homas  G.,  a  resident  farmer 
of  Westlicid  Township.  The  remaining  children 
were  born  in  this  country — Leila  M.,  wife  of  Perry 
Potter,  a  resident  of  Smithfield  Township;  David 


I.,  who  is  engaged  in  agricnltural'^pursuits  in 
Westfield  Township;  Henry  II.,  a  farmer  of  Smith- 
field  Township:  Ira  D.,  Eliza  A.,  Ada  M.,  Amy  .1., 
Alfred  J.  and  Sarah  A.  Anna  S.,  deceased,  was 
the  wife  of  Ernest  McGee;  Isaac  D.  and  Silas  H. 
died  in  childhood;  and  Ida  J.  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  jears. 

Mr.  Homewood  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  Abraham  Lincoln  and  has  since  l)een  a  stal- 
w.art  Kepublican.  He  keeps  himself  well  informed 
on  the  leading  issues  of  the  day  but  has  never 
asi)ired  to  oflicial  position,  desiring  rather  to  devote 
his  entire  lime  and  attention  to  his  business  inter- 
ests. He  is  remarkable  for  never  having  belonged 
to  any  social  order.  He  is  one  of  the  most  highly 
esteemed  citizens  of  the  communiiy,  and  without 
this  sketch  of  one  of  its  most  prominent  citizens 
the  history  of  Westfield  Township  would  be  incom- 
plete. 


^^ 


H- 


'^:/ll  LLEN  (iILL,  the  owner  of  a  good  farm  of 
(u\\     one  lunidred  and   sixty  acres  on  section  C, 
Westfield  Township,  has  been  engaged    in 
(01  agricultural  pursuits  in   this    county    since 

large  enougli  to  handle  the  plow,  for  with  his  par- 
ents he  came  here  when  a  lad.  He  was  born  in 
Mercer  County,  Pa.,  on  the  12th  of  February,  \M7, 
his  parents  being  .John  and  Susanna  (Hentley )  (iill. 
His  paternal  grandfather  enlisted  in  the  Colonial 
army  to  aid  his  country  in  her  struggle  for  inde- 
pendence and  was  killed  in  tlu-  war,  at  which  time 
his  son  .lolin  was  a  mere  child.  The  latter  grew  to 
manhood  in  tlie  Keyst(^ne  State,  and  shortly  after 
his  marriage  removed  with  his  family  to  Fond  dii 
Lae  County,  Wis.,  making  the  journey  by  team. 
This  was  in  18:57,  and  at  the  time  only  three  farm- 
ers were  living  in  the  county.  Mr.  Gill  settled  iii 
Ashford  Townshi[),  and  in  the  midst  of  the  forest 
hewed  out  a  farm,  ex|)eriencing  the  usual  hardships 
and  privations  of  i)ioneor  life.  Fifteen  years  he 
spent  in  tliat  countj',  and  in  1852  again  made  a 
journey  l)y  team,  his  destination  being  F.ayette 
County,  Iowa.  He  settled  four  miles  east  of  West 
Union,  where  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  of 
William  Russell,  only  ten  acres  of  which  had  been 
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broken.  The  now  thriving  city  of  West  Union, 
then  was  a  mere  hamlet.  One  little  store  was  siip- 
plied  with  about  a  wagon  load  of  groceries  and  a 
few  cabins  comprised  the  tovvn.  Mr.  Gill  built  a 
log  cabin  and  began  the  development  of  his  land 
which  he  aflervvard  disposed  of,  removing  to  the 
Stevens  farm  in  Illyria  Township,  where  he  made 
his  home  until  1865,  when  he  sold  and  removed  to 
Weslfield  Township,  locating  on  the  land  now  con- 
stituting the  homestead  of  our  subject.  He  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  prairie,  and 
ere  his  death  had  it  under  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. He  died  in  1875,  and  his  wife  passed  away 
in  1873.  Mr.  Gill  was  a  good  business  man  and 
successful  in  his  undertakings.  He  took  little  in- 
terest ia  political  affairs,  except  to  vote  with  the 
Democratic  party  and  gave  his  time  and  attention 
to  his  farming.  He  was  a  member  of  the  old-school 
Baptist  Church,  and  a  warm  friend  of  education. 
He  himself  was  a  great  reader  and  made  the  most 
of  his  advantages.  His  fellow-citizens  respected 
him  and  the  confidence  which  they  placed  in  him  is 
indicated  by  the  fact  that  he  was  often  chosen  as 
tlie  administrator  of  the  estates  of  his  neighbors 
and  friends. 

Our  subject  has  spent  but  little  of  his  life  in  his 
native  State.  He  was  only  three  months  old  when 
the  family  removed  to  Wisconsin,  wliere  he  re- 
mained until  fifteen  years  of  age.  During  that  time 
his  educational  advantages  were  limited,  for  it  was 
some  time  before  public  schools  were  established, 
and  then  he  could  not  always  attend,  as  his  services 
wore  needed  at  home  to  assist  in  the  cultivation  of 
the  farm.  He  began  life  for  himself  as  a  farm 
hand,  and  the  occupation  to  which  lie  was  reared 
has  been  his  business  through  mature  years.  As  a 
helpmate  he  chose  Miss  Alice  L.  Noble,  their  union 
being  celebrated  in  this  county  November  5,  1881. 
The  lady  was  a  native  of  New  York,  and  with  her 
parents  came  during  iier  childhood  to  Fayette, 
wiiere  she  remained  until  her  marriage.  Slie  died 
in  1886,  leaving  two  children,  a  son  and  ilaughter, 
John  Dill  and  Laura  Susanna.  For  a  second  wife 
Mr.  Gill  married  Kttie  Leonhart,  who  was  born 
near  Brush  Creek,  this  count}',  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Philip  Leonhart,  an  honored  pioneer  who  is  still 
living  in  Fairfield  Township.      Tliey    were  nunricd 


March  28,  1887,  and  their  union  has  been   blessed 
with  one  child — Alice,  born  July  15,  1890. 

After  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Gill  began  farming 
for  himself,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land  under  a  high  state  of  culti- 
vation which  yields  to  him  a  golden  tribute  for  the 
care  and  labor  he  bestows  upon  it.  He  is  a  good 
citizen,  a  man  of  sterling  worth,  but  no  office 
seeker.  He  votes  with  the  Democratic  (lal'ty,  and 
keeps  himself  posted  on  political  issues,  but  has  no 
desire  for  official  preferment.  In  connection  with 
his  other  business  interests  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Creamery  Association  of  Randalia. 


ORIN  M.  STRANAHAN,  a  promineutearly 
citizen  of  Smithfleld  Township,  resides  on  a 
--''V'    fine  farm  of    two  hundred  and  forty-eight 


acres  situated  on  section  11.  His  pleasant  home  is 
surrounded  by  beautiful  shade  trees  that  were 
planted  by  his  own  hand  and  the  improvements  of 
the  place  are  man\',  while  in  character  they  are  both 
useful  and  ornamental.  Mr.  Stranahan  was  born  in 
Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  July  13,  1831.  His 
great-great-grandfather,  accompanied  b\'  two 
brothers,  leaving  their  home  in  the  P^merald  Isle, 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America  and  founded  a 
family  in  Columbia  County.  The  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  William  Stranahan,  was  born,  reared 
and  spent  his  entire  life  on  a  farm  in  that  county 
where  was  also  born  June  20.  1806.  William  Stran- 
ali.Tii,  Jr.,  father  of  Lorin.  The  days  of  his  boy- 
hood and  youth  were  spent  in  the  usual  manner  of 
farmer  lads  and  in  the  public  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood he  acquired  his  education.  When  he  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age  he  removed  to  Essex 
County,  N.  Y.,  whore  he  engaged  in  farming  until 
1845.  when  he  removed  to  Rock  County,  Wis.  En- 
tering land  from  the  Government  he  opened  up  a 
new  farm,  upon  which  he  made  his  home  for  nine 
years  when,  in  1854  he  came  to  Iowa,  spending  his 
remaining  days  vvith  his  son.  Me  died  the  same 
year  and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Taylor- 
ville.  His  good  wife  died  about  two  years  later. 
Her  maiden  name  was  Miss  Dorcas  Fisher,  but  she 
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usually  went  by  the  name  of  Mosely,  that  being- 
the  name  of  the  family  in  vvhose  home  she  was 
rearofl.  They  were  married  in  Clinton  County 
about  1829. 

Our  subject  spent  the  first  fourteen  years  of  his 
life  in  E^ssex  Count}',  where  he  first  entered  school, 
conipletinu;  his  educntion  however,  in  Beloit  Col- 
lege, of  Beloit,  Wis.  During  the  summer  months 
he  worked  upon  a  farm  and  in  the  winter  pursued 
his  studies  until  he  had  acquired  a  good  education 
that,  supplemented  by  experience,  has  made  him  a 
well-informed  man.  Tie  visited  Faj'ette  Countj-, 
Iowa,  in  18.51,  and  made  a  claim  near  West  Union. 
It  was  his  intention  to  engage  in  teaching  here, but 
the  county  with  its  log  schoolhouses  and  frontier 
appearance,  seemed  so  ver_v  different  from  the  home 
which  he  had  left,  that  he  returned  to  Wisconsin 
and  followed  the  profession  there.  lie  has  since 
been  engaged  in  teaching  in  Illinois,  Iowa  and 
Missouri.  A  second  time  he  visited  in  this  State 
in  18.53  and  bought  land  but  returned  to  Illinois 
to  teach  during  the  succeeding  winter.  He  pur- 
chased his  present  farm  in  1854  and  in  1856  com- 
pleted his  arrangements  for  a  home  by  securing  as 
its  mistress  Miss  .Sarah  A.  Cockerell.  They  were 
married  in  Missouri,  an<l  began  tlieir  domestic  life  in 
true  ])ioneer  style.  The  lady  was  a  native  of  North- 
umberland County,  Va.,  born  May  30,1833.  Their 
home  was  a  frontier  cabin  situated  upon  the  open 
prairie  across  which  one  could  look  for  miles,  but 
industr}',  enterprise  and  hard  vrork  have  developed 
the  raw  land  into  a  rich  and  fertile  farm,  one  of 
the  best  in  the  county. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Siranahan  were  born  six  chil- 
dren— W.  L.,  now  of  Southern  Kansas;  Lizzie. 
wife  of  W.  B.  Stevenson  of  Fayette;  Nellie  at 
home;  Lorin  S.  deceased  and  Frank  Elmore,  twins; 
and  Warren.  The  children  were  all  born  on  the 
ol'i  homestead  and  were  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  neighborhood  and  at  Fa^'ette.  The 
mother  of  this  family  died  in  January,  1885.  After 
some  two  years,  in  May,  1887,  Mr.  Stranahan  was 
again  married,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss 
Mary  E.  Brooks,  daughter  of  Chancy  Brooks,  whose 
sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  They  have 
many  warm  friends  throughout  the  county  where 
they  are  widely  known  and  by  all  are  held  in  high 


esteem.  Mr.  Stranahan  is  numbered  among  the 
honored  pioneers  of  Smithfield  Township,  in  the 
organization  of  which  he  bore  a  prominent  part. 
Whatever  tends  to  benefit  the  community  or  pro- 
mote its  interests  receives  his  support  and  co-oper- 
ation and  he  is  regarded  as  a  leading  and  intiuential 
citizen  of  the  community.  He  cast  his  first  Presi- 
dential vote  for  Pierce  in  1852,  and  at  each  suc- 
ceeding Presidential  election  since  that  time  has 
never  failed  to  deposit  a  ballot  for  the  Democratic 
candidate.  He  has  filled  all  the  township  offices 
with  the  exception  of  Constal)le  and  is  now  Justice 
of  the  Peace.  On  one  occasion  he  was  the  Demo- 
cratic nominee  for  the  position  of  County  Treasurer 
but  on  account  of  the  large  Republican  majority, 
failed  of  election.  Mr.  Stranahan  and  his  family 
enjoy  a  comfortable  competence — the  result  of  his 
good  management  and  industry. 


~®^^^ 


[\i^_  ON.  WALT.  H.  BUTLER,  member  of  Con- 
i]  gress  from  the  Fourth  Congressional  Dis- 
trict of  Iowa,  was  born  in  Springboro, 
^  Crawford  County,  Pa.,  February  13,  1852, 
and  is  a  son  of  Hiram  and  Mary  (Temple)  Butler. 
He  was  educated  in  Edinboro  Normal  School, 
Allegheny  College  of  Meadville,  Pa.,  and  at  the 
Wisconsin  State  University.  He  graduated  from 
the  law  department  of  the  last  named  institution  in 
the  class  of  1875,  and'was  admitted  to  the  bar  at 
that  time  to  practice  in  the  State  courts  of  Wiscon- 
sin. Mr.  Butler  first  came  West  in  1867,  locating 
in  Fillmore  Countj',  Minn.,  where  he  was  employed 
on  a  farm  and  in  teaching  school  during  the  win- 
ters. In  1876  he  came  to  Iowa  and  engaged  in 
journalism,  being  connected  with  the  La  Porte 
Progress  some  two  or  three  years.  Afterward  he 
was  princijjal  of  the  Manchester  Academy,  and  in 
1881,  assumed  editorial  charge  of  the  Fayette 
County  Union  of  West  Union,  which  connection 
continued  until  April  1,  1885,  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed, under  President  Cleveland's  administration 
to  the  railway  mail  service.  He  won  promotion  to 
the  superintendency  of  the  tenth  division  of  that 
service,  with  headquarters  at   St.   Paul,  Minn.,  and 
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discharged  the  duties  of  that  office  with  marked 
ability  and^tidelity  until  the  change  of  administra- 
tion at  Washington  caused  b}'  the  election  of 
Harrison,  necessitated  his  retirement  from  the  ser- 
vice April  1,  1888,  since  which  time  Mr.  Butler 
has  been  employed  in  etlucational  work  and  jour- 
nalism. 

It  was  on  June  16,  1878,  in  La  Porte  City,  Iowa, 
that  Mr.  Butler  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Alice  Stedman,  who  was  born  in  Cedar  Rapids, 
Iowa,  and  is  a  daughter  of  E.  H.  Stedman,  Esq. 
Two  children  were  born  of  their  union,  a  sou  and 
daughter — Walter,  who  was  born  .June  25,  1879; 
and  Jennie,  who  was  born  November  12,  1881,  and 
died  January  18,  1887,  aged  five  years.  The  par- 
ents are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Butler  is  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  has 
done  both  earnest  and  effective  work  for  his  party, 
both  with  pen  and  voice,  in  several  hard  fought 
campaigns.  In  1883,  he  was  candidate  of  bis  party 
for  State  Senator  against  Gov.  Larrabee,  one  of  the 
most  popular  and  successful  politicians  of  Iowa  and 
in  a  district  almost  hopelessly  Republican.  Mr. 
Butler  made  a  most  remarkable  canvass  from  town 
to  town,  and  from  schoolhouse  to  sclioolhouse, 
traveling  sometimes  on  foot  for  the  reason  that  he 
had  no  bank  account  to  draw  on  for  necessary  ex- 
penses. His  competitor  was  bai^ked  by  wealth  and 
influential  friends  and  the  prestige  of  previous  suc- 
cess, but  the  result  of  the  campaign  was  tlie 
reduction  of  a  former  Republican  majority  from 
one  thousand  and  nine  to  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight.  The  ability  shown  in  that  canvass'by  Mr. 
Butler  and  the  indomitaljle  energy  and  pluck  dis- 
played by  him  attracted  public  attention  and  elic- 
ited commendation  and  adoration  from  men  of  both 
parties.  On  September  II,  1890,  he  was  nominated 
as  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Congress  in  the 
Fourth  District.  The  nomination  was  not  given 
him  on  account  of  his  wealth  or  previous  political 
success  for  it  was  well  known  that  he  was  without 
financial  resources,  nor  had  he  been  previously 
successful  in  politics;  but  superior  ability  and  tal- 
ents and  his  well  known  energy  as  evinced  in 
previous  campaign  work,  had  won  him  the  confi- 
dence and  regard  of  his  party  and  led  to  his  being 
their  choice    for    standard  bearer    in    the  coming 


struggle.  The  result  demonstrated  that  their  con- 
fidence was  not  misplaced  and  Mr.  Butler  entered 
into  the  contest  with  his  usual  vigor.  Having  con- 
fidence in  himself  and  in  the  soundness  of  his  party 
principles,  lie  traveled  night  and  day  throughout 
the  district  until  the  battle  was  fought  and  the 
victory  won.  During  the  campaign  he  made  sixty- 
seven  speeches  in  thirty-five  days  and  aided  the 
management  of  the  various  political  committees. 
Through  force  o'  circumstances,  no  doubt,  he  made 
the  clieapest  Congressional  campaign  ever  made  in 
Iowa.  Mr.  Butler  is  gifted  with  superior  ability 
both  as  a  speaker  and  writer.  As  a  speaker,  he  is 
clear,  logical  and  eloquent  and  holds  his  audience 
in  pleased  attention  throughout  his  entire  dis- 
course. He  is  well  versed  in  history  and  possesses 
a  retentive  memoiy.  Politics  seem  to  be  his  natural 
element  and  to  the  political  history  of  his  country 
he  has  devoted  much  careful  study.  The  people 
of  the  Eourth  Congressional  District  of  Iowa  have 
reason  to  be  proud  of  their  representative  and 
have  shown,  in  making  the  choice  they  have,  that 
money,  the  so-called  god  of  the  American  people, 
cut  no  figure  in  this  case,  but  that  they  elected 
their  man  on  his  merits  and  that  they  respected 
ability,  integrity,  energy  and  self-respect  in  the  per- 
son of  a  candidate  in  the  important  office  of  repre- 
sentative to  the  National  Congress.  lie  was  elected 
by  a  majority  of  nineteen  hundred  and  fortj'-nine. 
The  district  two  3'ears  previously  had  gone  Repub- 
lican with  a  majority  of  twenty-two  hundred  and 
twenty-two — a  ciiange  of  over  four  thousand  votes. 


^. 


^i=^'- 


M.  KIERON.  a  dealer  in  general  merehan- 
1^  disc  and  live-stock  of  Westgate,  is  doing  the 
[Lia^  largest  mercantile  business  in  that  place, 
where  he  has  now  carried  on  operations  for  four 
years.  He  was  born  one  mile  north  of  Waucoma, 
March  31,  1858,  and  is  a  son  of  Michael  and  Alice 
(Duffy)  Kicron,  botli  of  whom  were  born  in 
County  Monaghan,  Ireland,  in  1818.  The  father 
came  to  America  in  1818.  and  after  residing  for 
about  two  years  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  came  to  Fay- 
ette County,  locating  at  Waucoma.     He   was  mar- 
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ried  in  Dubuque,  Iowa.  Tliey  are  numbered  among 
its  honored  pioneers  and  for  some  time  were  lead- 
ing citizens  of  that  community.  Mr.  Kieron  [hu- 
cliased  two  hundred  acres  of  Government  land  to 
whiuh  lie  aftei'wards  added  an  eighty  acre  tract 
and  transfoimed  it  into  a  rich  and  fertile  farm, 
ills  wife  died  in  1872,  but  he  is  still  living  and 
resides  on  the  old  homestead.  They  were  parents 
of  three  children — E.  M.  of  this  sketch;  .1.  W.,  who 
was  born  in  1854,  married  Rosanna  (iallaghan  and 
is  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  in  Waucoma; 
Kate  is  now  the  wife  of  Terrence  Lyncii.  The}' 
reside  on  the  old  homestead  and  have  five  children. 

Our  subject  received  his  scholastic  training  in 
the  iniblic  schools  of  Waucoma  and  was  reared  to 
farm  life,  but  not  wishing  to  engage  in  agricultural 
[lursuits  after  he  had  attained  to  mature  years,  lie 
started  in  business  on  his  own  account  in  Waucoma 
with  his  cousin,  .Tames  J.  Kieron,  they  operating  a 
general  merchandise  store.  After  a  year  he  sold 
out  to  his  partner  and  went  to  Dubuque.  Iowa, 
where  he  secured  a  position  as  traveling  salesman 
with  Albee  &  Lawther,  with  whom  he  remained  for 
two  years.  He  bad  previously  worlved  six  months 
with  the  Daily  Ti'legraph,  a  paper  published  in 
Dubuque,  as  solicitor  and  collector,  but  being  desir- 
ous of  having  a  permanent  home  and  business  he 
again  embarked  in  mercantile  pursuits  and  opened 
a  general  store  in  Westgate,  in  August,  1887.  He 
also  became  a  partner  with  Webster  Bros,  of  Wau- 
coma, grain  and  stock  buyers,  at  Westgate.  He 
carries  a  full  line  of  dry-goods,  groceries,  boots 
and  shoes,  notions,  school  books,  etc.  He  is  well 
located,  has  a  fine  store,  his  stock  of  goods  being 
the  largest  in  Westgate,  and  enjoys  a  lucrative 
trade.  When  he  is  absent  from  town  his  estimable 
wife  manages  the  store  and  makes  the  purchases. 

Mr.  Kieron  was  married  January  18,  1880,  to 
Miss  Mary  Cronan,  of  Lawler,  Iowa,  who  vvjis  born 
in  18.i8,  and  died  a  year  and  five  days  after  her 
marriage  at  Waucoma.  He  was*  the  second  time 
married  in  Dubuque,  Miss  Hannah  Desmond  becom- 
ing his  wife.  She  was  born  in  Geneva,  Seneca 
County,  N.  Y..  January  18,  1858,  and  her  parents, 
Timothy  and  Judith  (Healey)  Desmond,  were  na- 
tives of  Cork,  Ireland,  the  father  born  in  1813,  the 
mother  in  18'2o.     They  came  to  America  in    1844 


locating  in  Dul)uque.  Their  family  numbers  ten 
children,  all  of  whom  are  living,  namely:  John, 
Mary,  Abliie,  Margaret,  Julia,  Lawrence,  Nellie, 
Hannah.  Katie  and  Timothy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kieron 
are  members  of  the  Rc)nian  Catliolic  Church.  He 
is  an  enterprising  citizen,  possessed  of  good  busi- 
ness ability  and  progressive  ideas. 


AMUEL  HOLTON,  a  resident  of  Fayette 
County  since  Ma^-,  1850,  is  now  engaged  in 
the  grocery  business  in  West  Union  and  is 
accounted  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of 
that  iilace.  Ho  was  born  in  ()ntario  Countj',  N.  Y., 
November  21,  1825,  and  is  a  son  of  Francis 
and  Sally  (Alice)  Holton.  His  father  was  born  in 
Maryland,  June  10,  1781,  and  when  fourteen  j'ears 
of  age  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal 
to  Yates  County,  N.  Y.  He  was  married  and  set- 
tled in  Ontario  County,  of  the  same  State,  where 
he  resided  until  1833,  and  then  moved  to  Huron 
County,  Ohio.  His  wife,  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.  in  1789, 
and  died  in  1849,  passing  away  seven  years  pre- 
vious to  the  death  of  her  husband. 

Mr.  Holton,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  was 
reared  on  a  farm  in  the  Buckeye  Stale,  receiving  a 
common-school  education  and  on  attaining  to  ma- 
ture years  was  joined  in  wedlock  on  the  14tli  of 
May,  1849.  with  Miss  Mary  Susan  Strong,  daughter 
of  Pelatiah  and  lanthe  (Boalt)  Strong.  Mrs.  Hol- 
ton was  born  in  Lime  Township,  Huron  Count}', 
Ohio,  January  22,  1830.  Her  father,  who  was  born 
in  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  December  22.  1806, 
and  was  of  F>nglish  descent,  died  February  25, 
1881.  His  wife  was  born  in  Norwalk,  Fairfield 
County,  Conn.,  May  16,  1808,  and  is  descended 
from  an  old  New  England  family.  She  removed 
to  Ohio  in  181 6,  and  is  still  residing  in  Erie  Count}-," 
a  hale  and  hearty  woman. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Holton  followed  farming 
in  Ohio  until  1850,  when,  in  the  month  of  May,  he 
came  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Illyria  Township,  Fay- 
ette County,  where  he  carried  on  agricultural  pur- 
suits   for   about  fourteen   years.     The  succeedino^ 
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two  years  were  spent  in  travel  and  in  1866,  he  came 
to  West  Union  and  entered  into  parlnersiiip  in 
1867  with  H.  B.  Hoyt,  the  firm,  under  the  business 
rule  of  Hoyt  &  Holton,  engaging  in  tiie  hardware 
trade.  That  fonneetion  was  continued  ten  years, 
when  it  was  dissolved  bj'  mutual  consent.  In  1878, 
!SIr.  Holton  embarked  in  the  grocery  business,  which 
be  has  carried  on  continuously  since  with  marked 
success.  In  political  sentiment,  our  subject  was  a 
Whig  in  early  life  and  later  an  original  Abolition- 
ist. He  voted  for  George  G.  Burnham  for  Presi- 
dent and  later,  on  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party  which  was  formed  to  prevent  the  further 
extension  of  slavery,  he  joined  its  ranks  and  has 
since  been  a  faithful  adherent  of  Its  principles. 
Socially,  Mr.  Holton  is  a  member  of  Round  Grove 
Lodge,  Xo.  41,1.  O.  U.  F.  and  his  estimable  wife 
holds  membership  in  the  Rebecca  Degree  Lodge, 
No.  97,  both  of  West  Union.  Mr.  Holton  is  a  man 
of  liberal  and  broad  views  and  in  manner  is  genial, 
kind  and  courteous.  He  has  now  been  a  resident 
of  Fayette  County  for  forty  years  and  is  both 
widely  and  favorably  known  among  its  best  citi- 
zens. His  business  career  has  been  marked  by  the 
strictest  integritj'  and  fairness  which  has  won  him 
a  well  deserved  patronage  and  made  his  establish- 
ment one  of  the  lesiding  grocery  houses  of  West 
Union.  Both  he  and  his  worthy  wife  have  led 
active  and  useful  lives  and  enjoj'  the  esteem  and 
respect  of  a  wide  circle  of  friends. 

i^^AVID  W.  CLEMENT.S,  County  Attorney 
of  Fayette  County,  has  been  a  resident  of 
this  community  since  1858.  In  the  long  years 
in  which  Iowa  has  been  his  home  he  has  made  onlj' 
friends  among  his  numerous  acquaintances,  for  he 
has  lived  an  upright  and  useful  life  and  aided  ma- 
terially in  the  upbuilding  of  town  and  county.  He 
is  a  native  of  Ireland,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
County  Antrim,  July  ;),  1846.  His  parents,  Hen- 
derson and  Margaret  (Woods)  Clements,  were  also 
born  in  the  Emerald  Isle,  whence  they  emigrated 
to  America  in  1849,  when  the  subject  of  our 
sketch  was  a  babe  of  three  summers.     They  settled 


first  in  New  Jersey,  where  the}'  resided  until  1858, 
when  following  the  course  of  emigration  which  was 
steadil}-  Howing  westward,  they  landed  in  Iowa, 
settling  in  Windsor  Township,  Fayette  County. 
Mr.  Clements,  Sr.,  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
and  continued  to  reside  on  his  farm  in  Windsor 
Township,  until  1860  or  1861,  then  went  to  Union 
Township,  and  in  1865  he  removed  with  his 
family-  to  lUyria  Township,  of  the  same  county, 
where  he  continued  to  make  lus  home  until  within 
a  few  months  of  his  death,  which  occurred  at  West 
Union,  December  29,  1881.  His  good  wife  had 
preceded  him  to  the  other  world  but  a  few  months, 
having  passed  away  on  the  21st  of  July  of  the 
same  year.  Mr.  Clements  was  a  soldier  in  the  late 
war,  and  enlisted  in  August,  1862,  as  a  member  of 
Company  F,  Thirty-eighth  Iowa  Infantry,  serving 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  a  non-com- 
missioned ofl3cer  and  his  death  resulted  from  dis- 
ease contracted  while  in  the  service.  In  politics, 
he  was  a  Republican  and  he  and  his  wife  were  faith- 
ful and  highly  respected  members  of  the  Christian 
Church. 

David  W.  Clements  is  well  worthy  a  representa- 
tion in  this  volume  not  only  from  the  fact  of  his 
being  an  early  settler  of  the  county,  but  because  he 
has  so  long  been  identified  with  the  county's  his- 
tory and  known  to  its  citizens.  The  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth  were  spent  in  the  usual  manner 
of  farmer  lads  and  in  the  public  schools  his  primary 
education  was  received,  after  which  he  took  a  course 
of  study  in  the  Iowa  State  University,  graduating 
from  that  institution  in  the  class  of  June,  1874. 
In  August  of  that  year  he  entered  upon  the  prac- 
ti<;e  of  the  legal  profession  in  West  Union,  which 
he  has  carried  on  continuously  since.  He  had  a 
partner  lor  a  few  years  but  has  been  alone  in  busi- 
ness since  1878.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  Republican  party,  does  all  in  his 
power  to  promote  its  interests  and  insure  its  success 
and  by  that  part}'  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
County  Attorney  in  1888. 

Mr.  Clements  celebrated  Independence  Day  of 
1867,  by  his  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  A.  Bartlett, 
a  native  of  Illinois  and  a  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Caroline  Bartlett  of  tiiis  county.  They  have  be- 
come the   parents  of  three  children,  two  sons  and 
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a  daughter.  Willard  B.,  their  eldest,  is  a  member 
of  the  senior  chiss  of  tlie  Upper  Iowa  University; 
and  Vida  R.  and  Arthur  G»  are  the  younger  mem- 
bers of  the  family.  The  parents  and  two  older 
children  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Kpiscopal 
Church.  Mr,  Clements  is  actively  identified  with 
several  civic  and  benevolent  societies  of  which  he 
is  a  prominent  and  inQuential  member.  He 
belongs  to  Round  Grove  Lodge,  No.  41,  I.  O. 
O.  F.  of  AVest  Union,  to  West  Union  Encamp- 
ment, No.  97,  and  to  P.  M.  Canton  Colfax, 
No.  19,  of  West  Union.  He  holds  the  rank  of 
Major  in  the  Iowa  Brigade  of  the  order.  He 
is  also  a  Knight  Templar  Mason,  holding  mem 
bership  in  West  Union  Lodge,  No.  69,  A.  F.  &  A. 
M.,  Clermont  Chapter,  No.  62,  R.  A.  M.,  and  Lang- 
ridge  Commandery,  No.  47,  K.  T.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa,  in  which 
he  holds  the  [)osition  of  Grand  Senior  Warden. 


4-«-i-^^:€-'-J- 


ON.  CURTIS  R.  BENT,  deceased,  one  of 
^^  the  prominent  and  early  settlers  of  this 
county,  was  born  in  Westminster,  Windham 
County,  Vt.,  August  30,  1820.  When  a 
small  boy  he  removed  to  Antwerp,  N.  Y.,  with  his 
parents,  Dalmanutha  and  Betsy  (Pike)  Bent,  wlio 
were  of  Scotch  descent.  His  education  was  acquired 
in  the  district  schools  and  when  a  young  man  of 
twenty  years  he  emigrated  with  an  uncle  to  Rock 
County,  Wis.,  where  lie  opened  a  farm,  which  lie 
subsequently  sold  prior  to  engaging  in  merchandis- 
ing at  Evansville  in  the  same  county. 

It  was  there  on  the  25th  of  Maj'.  1851,  that  Mr. 
Bent  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eleanora, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Anna  (Jones)  Robinson, 
a  sketcli  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  tiiis  volume. 
The  lady  was  born  on  the  5lh  of  .Tune,  1831,  and 
the  year  succeeding  her  marriage  she  accompanied 
her  husband  to  Iowa.  Having  disposed  of  his 
mercantile  interests  in  Wisconsin  in  1852,  Mr. 
Bent  made  a  location  in  this  county,  wiiere  he  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  his  death.  Soon  after  his 
arrival  he  purchased  three  hundred  acres  of  timber 
land,   building  thereon   a  mill,  which  was  situated 


two  miles  above  Auburn  on  the  Turkey  River. 
This  he  operated  until  1856.  Two  jears  previous 
he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  of  fortj-  acres,  a  por- 
tion of  wliich  lies  within  the  corporate  limits  of 
West  Union  and  removed  to  that  farm  in  1855. 
In  connection  with  the  cultivation  of  his  land  he 
also  owned  at  different  times  an  interest  in  a  drug- 
store. His  last  years  were  devoted  to  the  insurance 
business  and  he  was  quite  successful  in  his  under- 
takings. Politically  Mr.  Bent  was  a  Republican 
and  took  great  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  county 
and  State.  In  1868  and  1869  he  represented  his 
county  in  the  General  Assembly  of  Iowa.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  and  while 
serving  in  that  capacity  was  instrumental  in  estab- 
lishing the  Poor  Farm.  He  also  held  the  ofiSce  of 
Trustee  and  other  minor  positions.  We  find  him 
interested  in  educational  work  and  serving  as 
Trustee  of  the  Upper  Iowa  University  almost  from 
its  beginning  until  his  death.  He  made  liberal 
donations  to  that  school  and  other  enterprises  of  a 
worthy  character  never  sought  his  aid  in  vain.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
from  boyhood  and  was  from  the  first  a  zealous 
worker  in  church  and  Sunday-school.  For  many 
years  he  was  Steward  and  Class-Leader  and  was 
alwaj's  giving  and  in  other  ways  aiding  in  the  ad- 
vancement and  upbuilding  of  the  cause.  Sociall}' 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bent  were  born  two  children: 
M.  Emma,  now  the  wife  of  J.  E.  Robertson,  a 
farmer  of  West  Union  Township,  by  whom  she  has 
one  child.  Belle;  and  Carrie  A.,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Sidney  B.  Carter.  He  is  also  engaged  in  agricul- 
turnl  pursuits  in  West  Union  Township  and  their 
familj'  numbers  four  children — Bruce  Bent,  Elea- 
nora Jane,  Anna  Guinn  and  Laura  MeCall.  Mr. 
Bent's  wife  died  February  4,  1857.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  On  the  7th  of 
February,  1861,  in  Chatfield,  Minn.,  he  wedded 
Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Atwood,  nee  Robinson,  a  sister  of 
his  first  wife.  She  was  born  in  Clark  County,  Ohio, 
Februarj' 8,  1827,  and  emigrated  Westward  with 
her  parents  to  Evansville,  Wis.  On  the  28tli  of 
April,  1847,  she  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Atwood, 
who  did  an  extensive  real-estate  business  in  Minne- 
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sola.  Being  afflicted  wilh  consumption  he  traveled 
a  great  dejd  in  tlie  liopes  of  benefiting  his  health, 
hut  at  lengtli  was  forced  to  succumb  to  tlie  disease, 
dying  in  Evansville,  Wis.,  Novemlier  9,  1859.  His 
children  all  died  before  liiin.  By  the  second  mar- 
riage of  (jur  subject  two  children  were  born: 
Thomas  E.,  who  dieii  in  early  life;  and  Iowa  B., 
who  died  aged  sixteen  March  30,  1879.  The  father 
passed  away  March  18,  1884,  and  his  death  was 
monrned  by  all  who  knew  him.  His  widow  still 
resides  on  the  old  homestead.  She  is  an  active 
worker  in  the  Baptist  Church  and  h.as  many  wRrm 
friends  in  tlic  coraninnit3-. 


-^ 


PREDKRICK  TIM,  an  enterprising  and  rep- 
I  rescntative     farmer   of    Bethel     Township, 
_j  residing  on  section  3G,  was  born  in  Mecklen- 

burg, Uermanv,  April  28,  1857,  but  has  spent  al 
most  his  entire  life  in  this  country.  His  parents, 
Peter  and  Sophia  (,loin)  Tim,  were  also  natives  of 
Mecklenburg,  the  former  born  in  1 834,  and  the  latter 
in  1830.  When  oursubject  wasa  lad  of  six  summers 
his  parents  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic  to  America 
and  on  reaching  the  shores  of  the  New  World  con- 
tinued their  journey  across  the  country-  until  they 
arrived  at  Xaperville,  Du  Page  County,  111.,  when 
they  made  a  location  in  1863.  Some  six  years 
they  spent  at  that  place  and  while  there  residing 
the  family  circle  was  increased  by  the  birth  of  two 
daughters,  but  both  are  now  deceased:  JMary,  who 
was  born  November  28,  18G3,  died  October  3, 
1878;  Emma,  born  January  27,  1866,  died  Janu- 
ary 8,  1869.  After  si.x  years  residence  at  Naper- 
ville  Peter  Tim  removed  with  his  family  to  Fayette 
County,  Iowa,  locating  in  Banks  Township. 

Thus,  from  iiis  twelfth  year  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  Frederick  Tim.  has  resided  in  this  county. 
He  was  reared  to  farm  life  and  the  occupation  with 
which  he  became  familiar  in  his  youth  he  has  fol- 
lowcil  through  mature  years.  Prosperity  has  at- 
tended his  efforts  and  his  industry,  perseverance 
and  labor  has  been  crowned  with  a  good  degree  of 
success.  As  a  helpmate  on  life's  journey  he  chose 
Miss  Mary  Lembke,  daughter  of  John  and  .Sophia 


(Sharp)  Lembke,  and  a  native  of  Germany,  born 
March  30,  1861.  Her  father  was  born  in  Ger- 
many in  1834,  and  her  mother  in  1832.  Their 
family  numbered  thirteen  children,  eleven  of  whom 
are  now  living.  Frederick,  born  in  1859,  died  in 
infancy;  Fredericka  was  born  in  1863;  Caroline, 
in  1865;  Elizabeth,  in  1867;  Ella  in  1868;  Daniel 
and  David  twins  October  17,  1869;  Martin  and 
Amanda  twins,  December  31,  1871;  Hannah, 
December  24,  1873;  John,  April  5,  1875;  Minnie, 
February  5,  1877. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tim  has  been  blest 
witli  the  birth  of  five  children,  of  v>hom  Arena, 
born  February  20,  1880,  is  the  eldest;  Peter,  was 
born  Aijril  10,  1881 ;  Josephine,  October  10, 
1884;  John,  August  28,  1886;  and  Frederick,  the 
youngest,  November  29,  1889.  The  children  at- 
tend the  public  schools  in  the  neighborhood,  where 
they  are  being  fitted  for  the  practical  duties  of  life 
by  acquiring  a  good  English  education.  The  home 
of  the  family  has  just  been  completed  and  is  a  com- 
fortable and  substantial  residence,  neatly  and  taste- 
fully furnished.  It  stands  upon  atwo  hundred  and 
forty -acre  farm,  the  valuable  land  being  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  has  all  the  necessary 
improvements  together  with  many  of  an  ornamen- 
tal character.  In  politics  JMr.  Tim  is  a  Democrat 
and  himself  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran  Church.  He  manifests  an  active  in- 
terest in  the  |)rogress  of  the  country  and  is  not 
slow  to  aid  in  any  enterprise  which  will  benefit  the 
community. 


OUIS  DUCLOS,  proprietor  of  the  only  hotel 
and  livery  in  St.  Lucas,  was  born  August 
16,  1857,  gracing  the  union  of  M.  and  Ju- 
liana (Stathol)  Duclos.  His  father  was  born  in 
Germany,  November  30,  1819,  and  in  1826  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  America.  The  family  spent 
the  greater  part  of  the  time  until  1838  in  New 
York,  and  then  emigrated  to  Indiana.  The  father 
of  our  subject  also  worked  for  seven  years  in  New 
Orleans.  In  Indiana,  about  the  year  1844,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Stathel,  who  with  her  people  had  crossed 
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the  Atlantic  during  childhood,  and  began  their 
domestic  life  in  the  Iloosier  State,  and  after  six 
years  came  to  St.  Lucas,  where  they  have  since  re- 
sided. Mr.  Duclos  traded  with  the  Indians  and 
associated  with  theai  at  the  Old  Mission  Reserva- 
tion for  several  years  after  here  locating.  He  was 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  count}'  and  has  resided  in 
Auburn  Township  for  over  forty  years.  There  are 
few  in  the  county  who  do  not  know  or  have  not 
heard  of  M.  Duclos.  In  the  family  were  thirteen 
children — Mathias,  Philomcna,  Mary.  Juliana,  An- 
tliony,  Louis,  Frances,  Emma,  Lena,  Mathias,  Bar- 
bara, Nicholas  and  Elizabeth,  but  five  are  now 
deceased:  Mathias,  Nicholas,  Elizabeth,  Mary  and 
Pliilomena.  Anthony  married  Barbara  Rosen- 
liauni,  by  whom  he  has  eight  children,  and  their 
home  is  on  a  fine  farm  in  Winneshiek  County; 
Frances  married  D.  Bies,  and  with  their  five  chil- 
dren they  live  on  a  farm  in  Dakota;  Annie  is  the 
wife  of  J.  Bies,  and  their  home  in  Dakota  is  blessed 
with  seven  children;  Mathias,  who  wedded  Mary 
Bies,  by  whom  he  has  two  children,  and  resides  in 
Dakota,  was  so  fortunate  as  to  strike  a  vein  of 
natural  gas  while  boring  for  water  on  bis  farm. 
The  supplj'  seems  to  be  inexhaustible,  and  he  util- 
izes it  for  fuel  and  light.  He  has  received  very 
flattering  inducements  to  light  the  town  of  Salem 
from  his  well,  and  will  probably  realize  a  line  for- 
tune from  it  at  no  distant  day. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  little  village  of  St. 
Lucas  thirty-seven  years  ago,  and  has  made  this 
place  his  home  throughout  his  entire  life.  He  was 
married  October  29,  1873,  to  Miss  Caroline,  daugh- 
ter of  Harmon  and  Nettie  Cweibahraer,  natives  of 
Germany,  who  in  185.3  came  to  America  and  located 
in  Winnesliiek  County,  Iowa.  The  family  numbered 
the  following  children:  Harmon,  who  wedded  Mary 
Imerst,  and  resides  in  Winneshiek  County,  where 
he  follows  farming.  They  had  eight  children,  but 
lost  one  at  the  age  of  two  years;  Frederick,  who 
is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  with  his  elder 
brother,  married  Anna  Haughhamer,  and  they  are 
now  parents  of  three  children;  Gertrude  is  the  wife 
of  Andrew  Rosenbaum,  who  re.sides  near  Festina, 
Iowa;  Clem,  who  married  Lizzie  Schroeder,  is  liv- 
ing near  Ossian,  Iowa. 

Mrs.  Duclos,  the  wife  of  our  subject,  was  born 


December  25,  1858.  in  Winneshiek  Count}',  and  by 
her  marriage  has  seven  children  :  Henry,  who  was 
born  September  10,  1880;  Mathias,  February  28, 
1882;  Louis,  December  4,  1883;  Magdelina,  July 
7,  1884;  Harmon,  March  15,  1886;  Andrew,  who 
was  born  December  4,  1887,  and  died  May  26, 
1888;  Anthony,  born  May  9,  1889.  The  children 
enjoy  the  privileges  of  the  public  schools  in  the 
village,  and  attend  the  parochial  school  where  the 
German  language,  together  with  the  catechism  and 
other  features  relating  to  the  church,  are  taught. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Duclos  are  members  of  St.  Lucas 
Congregation,  Roman  Catholic  Church.  He  is  a 
pleasant,  genial  man  who  enjoys  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  all  who  know  him.  He  is  doing  a  fine 
business  in  his  line,  having  the  only  hotel  in  the 
place,  and  also  gets  quite  a  little  income  from  the 
livery  business. 


,;..4t..A.4fe...  . 


^^=^EORGE  GLIME,  a  farmer  residing   on   sec- 


ll 


tion  22,  Fairfield  Township,  claims  Penn- 
sylvania as  the  State  of  his  nativity,  and 
the  date  of  his  birth,  which  occurred  in  Cumber- 
land County,  is  October  20,  1845.  He  is  the  young- 
est of  three  children  whose  parents  are  Charles  and 
Margaret  (Gantz)  (ilime,  the  former  a  native  of 
Cumberland  County,  Pa.,  and  the  later  of  Dalton 
County.  In  1848  they  removed  to  Frederick 
County,  \a.,  and  after  eight  years  started  west- 
ward, traveling  until  they  had  crossed  the  Missis- 
sippi and  reached  Fayette  County,  Iowa.  They 
settled  near  Brush  Creek,  and  in  this  community 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  respected  by  all 
who  knew  them.  The  father  had  learned  the  weav- 
er's trade  when  a  young  man,  but  made  farming  his 
principal  occupation.  His  wife  died  in  1877,  and 
ten  years  later  at  the  home  of  his  son  George  he 
passed  away.  Their  children  are  Fred,  who  is  rep- 
resented elsewhere  in  this  volume;  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Wescotte,  and  our  subject. 

The  first  three  years  of  his  life  George  Glime 
spent  in  his  native  State,  then  eight  years  weire 
passed  in  Virginia  where  he  began   his  educatioii. 
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At  eleven  he  earae  to  Iowa,  where  he  compleled  his 
.>liiilies  in  the  common  scliools,  although  he  has 
IK  vcr  ceased  learning,  for  by  extensive  reading  he 
keeps  himself  well  informed,  especially  on  the  ques- 
tions of  the  d,\v.  When  not  in  school  his  time  was 
taken  up  liy  liis  farm  work,  and  like  a  dutiful  son 
he  ,issistcd  his  father  until  he  had  attained  his  ma- 
jority, when  he  took  upon  himself  the  management 
of  the  homo  place.  Soon  afterward  he  bought  land 
— a  part  of  his  present  farm,  and  his  possessions 
now  comprise  one  hundred  and  liiirty-five  acres, 
«hnh  aie  uniler  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  in- 
dic.'ite  to  tlie  passer-by  the  enterprise  and  thrift  of 
the  owner. 

In  18G7  Mr.  Glime  was  united  in  marriage  witli 
]Miss  Ann  E.  Hill,  who  has  been  a  resident  of  the 
county  since  1853,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Hill. 
She  was  born  in  Indiana,  but  spent  only  about 
seven  years  in  that  State.  Two  children  graced 
this  union,  but  the  daughter  died.  Their  only  liv- 
ing child,  Oscar,  who  was  born  December  19,  1868, 
is  a  young  man  of  intelligence  who  bids  fair  to 
make  his  own  way  in  the  world  and  will  carve  out 
a  future  of  which  his  parents  may  be  proud.  He 
and  his  mother  are  memliers  of  the  Christian  Church 
of  Brush  Creek.  The  family  holds  a  high  position 
in  the  social  world,  and  the  Glime  household  is 
noted  for  its  hosi)ilality  and  the  hearty  welcome 
extended  to  its  many  friends.  In  political  or  [lub- 
lic  affairs  Mr.  Glime  finds  little  to  interest  bim  for 
he  cares  nothing  for  the  empty  applause  and  flat- 
tery of  the  world.  He  gives  his  attention  to  his 
business  and  with  excellent  success,  and  as  a  citizen 
none  ranks  higher  than  our  subject. 


^ATIIAN  R.  PROCTOR,  deceased,  was  born 
in  Athens,  Ames  Gounty,  Ohio,  July  24, 
_  ,i^:  1820,  and  gave  up  his  life  in  defense  of  his 
country  in  18C3.  His  father,  Henry  Proctor,  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  was  reared  to  manhood  on 
h's  father's  farm  and  in  his  native  State  married 
Miss  Electa  Rice.  They  emigrated  to  Ohio,  locating 
in  Summit  County,  where  they  resided  until  18;')4. 
In  the    meantime   the  wife  had  died.     That  year 


Henry  Proctor  accompanied  his  son  Nathan  to  Iowa, 
and  with  him  made  his  home  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  October  20,  1863.  His  remains  were  laid 
to  rest  in  Dunham  Grove  Cemetery.  In  politics  he 
was  a  Whig  and  afterward  a  Republican  and  by 
those  who  knew  him  Mr.  Proctor  was  higlily  re- 
spected. 

In  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads  our  subject 
was  reared  to  manhood,  spending  his  days  at  work 
upon  the  honjcstead  or  in  attend.ance  at  the  district 
school.  In  Summit  County,  Ohio,  about  184.T  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lucy  A.  Perkins, 
who  was  born  in  that  State.  Their  union  was  blessed 
with  two  children — Electa  (Mrs.  Bratt)  of  Center 
Township;  and  Daniel,  whom  we  will  mention  later 
on  in  this  sketch.  Mrs.  Proctor  died  in  Summit 
County,  in  1850  and  December  2,  of  the  same  year 
Mr.  Proctor  wedded  Miss  Susan  Collins  who  was 
born  in  Portage  County,  Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Pluebe  Collins,  natives  of  Connec- 
ticut. Thinking  to  better  his  financial  condition 
our  subject  came  with  his  famil}'  to  Iowa,  making 
the  journey  by  team  and  settled  on  section  18, 
Weslfleld  Township,  Fayette  County,  where  his 
widow  and  son  now  reside.  He  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  prairie  land  and  eighty  acres  of  timber  land 
from  the  Government,  and  in  a  log  cabin  they  began 
life  in  the  West.  He  was  .-.  ,^ood  business  man,  in- 
dustrious and  energetic  and  aoon  had  his  farm  under 
cultivation.  About  this  time  events  arose  which 
caused  him  to  leave  peaceful  pursuits. 

The  war  was  in  progress  and  on  the  15th  of  Au- 
gust, 1862,  Mr.  I'roctor  enlisted  in  the  Thirtv- 
Eiglith  Iowa  Infantry  and  was  assigned  to  Company 
G.  He  spent  the  lirsl  winter  in  camp  at  New  Jlad- 
rid,  and  then  took  |)art  in  the  long  siege  against 
Vicksburg,  after  which  the  regiment  went  into  camp 
at  New  Orleans,  where  from  the  effects  of  disejise 
and  hardship,  Mr.  Proctor  died  on  the  2nd  of  Sep- 
tember, 1863.  In  speaking  of  the  Thirtv-Eighth 
Iowa  Infantry,  it  was  said  ''The  regiment  left  New 
Madrid,  June  7,  1863,  strong  healthy  men.  Thev 
had  spent  the  winter  watching  Marmaduke  and  in 
light  camp  duty,  having  plenty  of  good  food  hut 
no  toughening  service.  They  entered  the  siege  of 
Vicksburg  in  the  heat  of  summer  on  the  extreme 
left  of  the  investing   line  with  a  high  cliff  on  the 
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east  and  a  timbered  bayou  on  the  west  only  a  few 
rods  away.  The  picket  line  was  stationed  on  muddy, 
malarious  ground  where  water  had  recently  stood 
twelve  feet  deep.  They  had  warm,  milky  looking 
water  to  drink  and  nothing  to  eat  but  army  rations. 
The}'  did  heavy  picket  duty  and  fatiguing  work 
day  and  night,  constructing  forts,  rifle  pits  and  bat- 
teries. Those  off  duty  were  often  called  into  line 
during  a  night  to  repel  apprehended  attacks  from 
the  rebels.  Tlic  bluff  reflected  the  awful  heat  of  the 
sun  upon  the  camp  during  the  day  and  it  and  the 
timber  shut  out  all  breeze  wliile  the  vvcary  and  faint- 
ing soldiers  were  kept  from  sleep  and  rest  by  ra5'r- 
iads  of  insects."  All  this  was  more  than  human 
flesh  and  blood  could  bear.  When  the  city  surren- 
dered, attention  which  held  the  men  to  their  duty 
relaxed,  and  disease  swei)t  through  and  prostrated 
the  regiment.  They  went  into  convalescent  camp 
at  Carrollton,  La.,  above  New  Orleans,  August  16, 
and  there  Mr.  Proctor  died.  Before  the  regiment 
was  in  service  two  years  it  lost  by  disease  several 
olBcers  and  more  than  three  hundred  enlisted  men, 
while  over  a  hundred  more  were  discharged  on  ac- 
count of  disability  lirought  on  bj'  their  hardships. 
It  certainly  did  all  it  could  for  its  country',  giving 
its  men  freely  and  truer  bravery  could  not  have  been 
found.  Mr.  Proctor,  who  upon  the  altar  of  his 
country  laid  down  his  life,  was  a  man  of  strong  con- 
victions and  ui)right  character  who  won  the  respect 
of  all  with  whom  became  in  contact. 

Daniel  Proctor,  the  only  surviving  son  of  the 
gentleman  mentioned  above,  was  a  lad  of  tit 
teen  years  at  the  time  of  his  father's  death  when  the 
management  of  Ihe  farm  fell  on  him.  It  was  not 
an  easy  task  for  so  young  a  boy  but  the  lad  had 
been  reared  to  hard  work  and  nobl}'  discharged  the 
duties  devolving  upon  him.  His  education  was 
limited,  as  at  first  there  was  no  school  in  this  neigh- 
borhood. His  entire  life,  since  coming  to  the  county 
has  been  spent  upon  the  one  farm  which  now  com- 
prises one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  good  land 
well  cultivated  and  improved. 

In  1873,  Mr.  Proctor  was  joined  in  wedlock  with 
Miss  Mary  McFadden,  who  at  the  age  of  three  years 
came  to  this  county  with  her  parents  who  are 
now  living  near  Randalia.  By  their  union  have 
been  born  six  children,  two  sons  and  four  daughters 


—Lucy  E..  Lilly  M.,  Katie  E.,  Charles  R.,  Myrtle  I. 
and  Henry  E.,  all  of  whom  were  born  on  the  old 
homestead. 

Mr.  Proctor  has  been  a  resident  of  Fayette 
County  since  1854  and  as  a  loyal  citizen  has  faith- 
fully borne  his  share  in  its  upbuilding,  development 
and  progress.  Its  pioneer  experi^nces  are  not  un- 
familiar to  him.  AVhen  a  lad  of  eleven  years  he 
used  to  haul  wheat  to  McGregor  and  in  winter  it 
required  three  days  to  make  the  trip.  He  cast  his 
first  Presidential  vote  for  V.  S.  Grant  and  has  since 
been  a  Republican  and  a  warm  advocate  of  the 
party  principles.  He  has  frequently  attended  the 
county  conventions  where  he  was  an  influential 
member  but  never  sought  political  preferment  for 
himself.  He  is  a  good  business  man,  a  substantial 
farmer  and  one  in  whom  the  peoiile  i)lace  their  con- 
fidence and  respect. 


•^^= 


:^ 


IjOBERT  GAYNOR,  deceaseil,  deserves  men- 
tion as  one  who  took  an  active  part  in  build- 
\,  ing  up  t-lie  business  interests  of  Fayette.  He 
was  born  in  County  Tipperary,  Ireland,  Sep- 
tember 3,  182C,  but  his  ancestors  were  not  of  Irish 
birth,  his  father  being  a  Scotc'hnian,  and  his  mother 
an  English  lad}-.  After  the  death  of  his  father  in 
1847,  Robert,  his  mother  and  the  other  members  of 
the  family  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  Canada.  In  his 
boyhood  he  had  been  apprenticed  to  learn  the 
mercantile  business,  and  after  clerking  until  he  had 
accumulated  a  small  capital  he  commenced  business 
on  his  own  account.  In  C'ana<la  he  wedded  Abigail 
Van  Lone,  who  bore  him  five  children.  Having 
continued  business  in  the  Dominion  until  18.55,  he 
removed  to  Bremer  County,  Iowa,  took  up  land 
and  for  a  short  time  tried  farming.  Being  wholly 
unacquainted  with  that  calling,  it  was  not  congenial 
so  he  again  turned  his  attention  to  his  old  pursuit. 
In  185!)  he  came  to  Fayette  where  he  engaged  in 
merchandising  until  1878.  He  was  a  man  of  splen- 
did business  ability,  of  unquestioned  integrity,  and 
by  industry  and  judicious  investment  he  became 
one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  county. 
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In  1865,  Mr.  Gaynor  was  called  ni)on  to   mourn 
the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  in  November.     Sub- 
sequently he  married  Mrs.  Harriet  E.  Waite,   who 
was  born  in    Genesee  County,  N.    Y.,   December 
21,  1835,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Cyrus  W.   and 
Almira  (Bigelow)  Tennaut.     The  grandfather  of 
Mrs.    Gaynor,    Dr.    Abel    Tennant,  wedded  Mary 
Wightman.    and    emigrated   from    Connecticut   to 
Herkimer  County,  N.   Y.,  where  they  lived   for  a 
number   of    years   and    then  removed  to  Genesee 
County,  where  he  lived  to  be  nearly  one  hundred 
years  old.     Dr.  Cyrus  Tennant  was  born  in  Herki- 
mer County,  N.  Y.,  in  181 1,  and  died  May  9,  1847. 
He  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability  and  pro- 
fessional skill,  and  his  reputation  and  practice  ex- 
tended over  a  wide  range  of  territory.     His  widow 
who  now  makes  her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Gaynor,  is  a  native  of    New  York  State,  where  her 
birth  occurred  May  9,    1815.     After  the  death  of 
her  husband,  she  joined  her   parents   in  Wisconsin 
in  1848,  when  Jlrs.  Ga3'nor  was  thirteen  years  old. 
Time  passed  and  the  maiden  became  a  woman.     In 
Kenosha  County  she  wediled  her  first  husband,  Mor- 
ris Waite,  1)3'  whom  she   had  two  children,  one  3'et 
living,    Nillie.     In    1859    the   couple   removed   to 
Chickasaw  County-,  Iowa,  where  Mr.  Waite  engnged 
in  merchandising  and  money  loaning.     Competent 
in  business  affairs,   he  made  a  success  at  whatever 
he  undertook.     His  deatli  occurred   in  1861.     His 
widow    subsequently    became   the  wife  of  Robert 
Gaynor,  by  whom  she  had  three  children:  George 
C,  one  of   tiiG  leading  and  enterprising   business 
men  of  Fayette;  Ilaltie  V.,  and  one  now  deceased. 
In  political  sentiment  Mr.  Gaynor  was  a  Repub- 
lican and  was  interested  in  the  success  of  his  part^-, 
but  never  sought  public   office.     However,  he   was 
thrice   honored  with    an    election  to    the  office  of 
Mayor  of  Fayette,  and  served  his  fellow-townsmen 
very  acceptabl3-.     He  was  an  active  member  of  tiie 
Metliodist  Episcopal  Church,  and   for  many  years 
held  some  church    office.     The  cause  of  education 
found  in  him  a  w.arm  friend,  he  being  favorable  to 
all  institutions  of  learning,  especially  to  the  I'pper 
Iowa  University   of   which   he  was  a  Trustee  for 
some  time.     He  died  August  7.    1882,   leaving  a 
large  circle  of  friends  to  mourn  liis  loss.    The  early 
training  of  Mrs,  Ga3*nor  bj-  religious  parents,  did 


much  to  shape  her  character,  and  side  by  side  she 
worked  by  lier  husband  in  the  Methodist  Churcli. 
to  which  she  still  gives  her  encouragement  and 
support,  doing  what  she  can  for  its  upbuilding. 

llL^^  ENRY  JAMES  GRANNIS.  the  efficient  ex- 
Recorder  of  this  county  and  a  popular  citi- 
zen of  Randalia,  claims  Indiana  as  the 
State  of  his  nativity.  He  was  born  near 
North  Liberty,  St.  Joseph  County,  July  18,  1841, 
and  is  a  sou  of  John  and  Rhoda  (Bennett)  Grannis, 
who  removed  from  New  York  to  Indiana.  The 
year  1860  witnessed  their  arrival  in  Iowa,  and  in 
Fayette,  where  they  locaterl,  tiiey  spent  their  last 
days,  the  fatiier  dying  in  December,  1860,  and  the 
mother  in  June,  1869.  The3'  were  parents  of  four 
sons  and  a  daughter  who  grew  to  maturity:  Alonzo 
B.  married  Corrilla  Thompson  and  died  in  Nuckolls 
County,  Neb.;  Charles  A.  wedded  Rhoda  Grannis, 
a  distant  relative,  and  bofh  died  in  California; 
Joseph  L.  married  Annie  Brown  and  is  living  in 
Fayette,  Iowa;  Samuel  B.  married  Saraii  E.  High 
and  is  located  in  Elmer,  Howard  Count3',  Iowa; 
Henry  J.  is  the  next  younger;  and  Hammond,  who 
completes  the  family,  died  in  childhood.  The 
eldest  and  youngest  brothers  living  raised  a  coni- 
panj'  for  the  late  war  for  special  service  but  it  was 
not  mustered  in. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  educated 
in  the  Fayette  High  School  and  the  Upper  Uni- 
versity of  Iowa.  He  enlisted  for  the  late  war  on 
September  15,  1861,  as  a  Sergeant  of  Comijany  C, 
Twelfth  Iowa  lnfantr3',  and  was  color  bearer  of  his 
regiment  during  the  entire  term  of  four  years  and 
four  mouths,  except  while  a  prisoner.  He  took 
part  in  tlie  capture  of  Ft.  Henry  and  was  engaged 
in  the  battles  on  the  13th,  14lh  and  15lhof  Febru- 
ar3',  1862,  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  Ft. 
Douelson.  At  Sliiloh  the  Twelfth  Regiment  was 
brigaded  with  the  Second,  Seventh  and  Fourteenth 
Iowa  Regiments  under  the  name  of  Iowa  Brigade, 
which  was  commanded  by  Gen.  Tuttle.  The 
Twelfth  after  being  under  fire  from  9  a.  m.,  to  4 
p.  m.,  was  captured  while  supporting  a  batteiy  in 
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company  with  the  Fourteenth,  after  a  desperate 
light  and  being  suiTOuncled  by  tlie  enemy.  This 
was  on  Sunday  evening,  April  6,  1862.  Mr. 
(Jrannis  was  made  prisoner  with  his  comrades  and 
taken  to  Montgomery,  Ala.,  where  he  was  held  five 
weeiis  and  tlien  transferred  to  Macon,  Ga.,  where 
he  remained  until  October  18,  1862,  when  he  was 
paroled  and  exchanged  November  10,  following. 
He  was  robbed  of  his  clothes  and  valuables  and 
subjected  to  much  hardship  and  suffering.  He 
rejoined  his  regiment  in  Davenport,  Iowa,  in 
December,  1862,  and  was  ordered  to  the  front.  He 
took  i)art  in  the  battle  of  Jackson,  Miss..  May  14, 
186.3,  and  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  participating 
in  all  tlie  principal  engagements  during  that  siege 
until  June  22,  when  the  regiment  was  sent  to  Black 
River  to  guard  the  rear  from  an  attack  by  Johnson 
and  was  engaged  in  that  service  when  Vicksburg 
surrendered  July  4,  1863.  He  took  part  in  the 
battles  of  Tupelo.  Miss.,  in  July.  I8G4,  and  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.;  was  in  the  exiiedition  against  Jlohile 
and  was  with  his  regiment  in  the  front  line  in  the 
siege  of  Spanish  Fort,  which  was  the  last  service 
rendered  by  the  regiment.  During  his  terra  of  ser- 
vice he  was  under  fire  one  iiundred  and  fifty  days. 
.Sergt.  Grannis  veteranized  December  2.j,  1863,  was 
commissioned  First  IJeutenant  November  22,  186.'), 
and  was  mustered  out  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  January 
20,  1866. 

On  his  return  from  the  army  Mr.  Grannis  was 
In  the  railway  mail  service  for  six  months  and  then 
purchased  a  farm  in  Illyria  Townshii),  this  county 
and  also  operated  a  sawmill  of  which  he  was  owner. 
The  farm,  which  is  still  in  his  possession  comprises 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  The  year  following 
his  return,  he  was  married  in  Westfield  Townshii), 
on  April  5,  1866,  to  Miss  Carrie  A.  Hubbell, 
daughter  of  Mark  E.  and  Elizabeth  (Sherman) 
Hubbell.  The  lady  is  a  native  of  New  York  City 
and  came  to  Iowa  with  her  parents  in  March,  1860. 
Five  children  have  been  born  unto  them,  three 
sons  and  two  daughters — Harry  Theodore,  Bessie 
Beulah,  Herbert  Richard,  Abbie  Helen  and  John 
Sherman,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  Fayette 
County.  The  parents,  their  eldest  daughter  and 
second  son  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

In  politics  Mr.  Grannis  is  a  stanch   Republican. 


He  was  elected  Recorder  of  Fayette  County  in 
November,  1888,  the  following  December  removed 
to  West  Union,  and  on  JanuarN^  8,  1889,  entered 
iipon  the  duties  of  the  office;  he  was  an  efficient 
officer  in  everi"  respect.  Socially,  Mr.  Grannis  is  a 
member  of  West  Union  Lodge,  No.  69,  A.  F.  &  A. 
M.,  and  of  Abernethy  Post,  No.  48,  G.  A.  R.  He 
was  a  charter  member  of  Warner  Post,  No.  46, 
G.  A.  R.  of  Fayette,  from  which  he  withdrew  on 
removing  to  West  Union.  He  has  proved  a  ca|)able 
and  faithful  County  Recorder,  was  a  brave  and 
l)atriotic  soldier  and  enjoys  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  his  fellow-citizens  in  a  marked  degree. 

'?BRAM   LEONARD,  a  retired  farmer  rosid- 
WJli    ing    in  Windsor    Township,    was    born   in 


*    Whitehall,    Washington     County,    N.    Y. 
(Q^J  January  6,  1815,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and 

Peggy  (Lindsey)  Leonard,  whose  family  numbered 
three  children :  Gideon,  who  was  born  September 
7,  1813,  and  died  in  1867  in  St.  Johns,  Mich; 
Abram,  of  this  sketch;  and  Henry  S.,  who  was  horn 
December  31,  1818,  and  died  August  12,  1829. 
Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
State  and  after  attaining  to  mature  years  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Hannah  Louisa  Searles,  daughter 
of  William  C.  and  Polly  (Billings)  Searles.  They 
continued  their  residence  in  the  Empire  State  until 
1868,  when  they  came  to  this  county.  Three  chil- 
dren were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leonard:  George 
Henry,  the  eldest,  born  August  26,  1841,  enlisted 
in  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-third  New  York 
Infantry  in  1862,  and  was  killed  in  the  battle  of 
ChancellorsvUle,  Va..,  May  5,  1863;  the  second  child 
died  in  infancy;  and  Nathan  B.,  the  youngest,  who 
was  born  February  29,  1844,  enlisted  in  the  same 
regiment  with  his  brother  George,  anil  the  battle 
which  b)-ought  death  to  the  elder  saw  him  fall 
l)cfore  the  rebel  lead. 

Their  children  dead  and  having  no  interest  to 
keep  them  in  the  East,  Mr.  Leonard  and  his  wife 
in  1868  emigrated  West,  locating  in  Windsor 
Township,  Fayette  Count3',  Iowa,  where  by  in- 
dustry, economy  and  good  management  he  secured 
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a  competence  which  was  siiffieieiil  to  enable  him 
not  only  to  retire  from  active  business  life  in  his 
declining  years  but  would  furnish  him  witli  all  the 
comforts  of  life.  His  wife  died  May  13,  1882,  and 
being  old,  childless  and  in  poor  health,  Mr.  Leon- 
ard found  it  necessary  to  have  some  one  to  care 
for  him  and  with  this  end  in  view  opened  corre- 
spondence with  his  niece,  Mrs.  E.  T.  Smith,  who 
liien  resided  in  Kansas.  .She  and  her  family  came 
and  took  possession  of  the  farm  April  12,  1883, 
the  conditions  being  that  they  should  make  a  com- 
fortable home  for  him  during  the  remainder  of  his 
life  and  when  he  died  they  should  inherit  eighty 
acres  of  his  property,  in  com|)liance  with  these  con- 
ditions, reserving  only  his  life  lease.  However,  he 
soon  became  dissatislied  with  the  new  arrangement 
and  went  to  New  York  for  eight  months,  hoi)ing 
tliat  a  temporary  absence  would  heal  the  breach 
between  them  and  render  everything  satisfactory 
on  his  return ;  but  his  ho[)es  were  doomed  to  dis- 
appointment, and  soon  after  his  return  he  felt 
obliged  to  seek  a  home  among  strangers.  He  com- 
menced proceedings  to  recover  possession  of  his 
farm  but  was  unsuccessful.  Later  on  an  attempt 
was  made  upon  his  life  by  one  Henry  Schmidt, 
who  shot  him  while  asleep  in  bed,  the  ball  striking 
him  in  the  right  breast  and  glancing  into  the  arm, 
caused  (laralysis  of  that  member.  At  the  same 
time  the  family  with  whom  he  was  stopping  over 
night,  consisting  of  Mr.  Abram  Peek  and  his  wife 
— an  aged  coui)le — were  murdered.  Mr.  Peek  was 
pounded  to  death  with  a  club  and  Mrs.  I'eck  was 
shot,  dying  from  the  effects  of  tiie  wound  in  about 
two  weeks.  Henry  Schmidt  confessed  to  the  shoot- 
ing of  Mr.  Leonard  and  Mrs.  I'eek,  stating  that  he 
was  hired  to  kill  the  former  by  E.  T.  Smith,  who 
promised  him^i.'jOO  fordoing  the  job,  but  he  denied 
killing  Mr.  Peek,  saying  that  Mr.  Smith  did  that. 
The  young  German  was  executed  by  hanging  at 
\\est  Union,  Iowa,  January  16,  1886.  E.  T. 
Smith  was  tried  for  the  killing  of  Mr.  Peek  and  as 
being  accessory  to  the  other  murder,  but  was 
acquitted  in  the  fall  of  1886. 

Mr.  Leonard  has  had  a  peculiar  experience  but 
his  exciting  troubles  seem  to  t)earliglitly  upon  him 
for  a  man   of   his   years.     It  is  useless    to  add  that 

■'ttlis  event  caused   the  most   profound  excitement 


and  indignation  throughout  the  entire  county.  In 
palliation  of  the  horrible  crime  of  Henry  Schmidt 
it  is  only  fair  to  .say  that  he  was  a  Gcrn)an  boy  of 
twenty-one  years  and  was  actuated  to  perform  tlie 
terrible  dceil  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  the  means  of 
returning  home  to  his  parents  who  were  still  living 
in  the  Fallierland.  The  accjuittal  of  E.  T.  Smith 
by  a  jury  impaneled  in  the  county  where  the 
deed  was  committed  and  within  six  miles  of  the 
scene  of  tiie  tragedy  leaves  the  whole  matter  en- 
shrouded in  the  most  astounding  mystery.  To 
attempt  to  give  expression  to  the  popular  senti- 
ment of  the  community  is  not  the  purpose  of  the 
writer  and  would  onl}'  tend  to  separate  the  fac- 
tions to  a  greater  degree,  while  the  public  would 
remain  oblivious  to  the  real  facts. 

Mr.  Leonard  is  a  stanch  Republican  in  [lolitics, 
and  voted  the  Whig  ticket  prior  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  that  party.  He  bears  the  distinction  of 
having  voted  for  the  two  President  Harrisons.  In 
religious  belief  he  is  deeidedl}'  liberal,  believing 
that  "  an  honest  man  is  the  noblest  work  of  God." 


—^ ^>^ ^ 

IRAM  R.  PALMER,  dealer  in  dry-goods, 
groceries,  provisions,  etc.,  in  Hawkeye,  has 
the  honor  of  being  a  native  born  lowan. 
_  His  birth  occurred  in  Oxford,  Jones  County, 
November  1-1,  18;")8,  and  he  is  one  of  eight  chil- 
dren whose  i)arents  are  William  W.  and  Susan  A. 
(Carnicle)  Palmer.  The  father  was  born  in  Morgan 
County,  Oliio,  November  28,  1819,  and  there  mar- 
ried in  1848,  his  wife  having  been  born  in  the  same 
place  September  12,  1829.  Their  children  are 
Martha  E.,  who  was  born  December  31,  1850,  and 
became  the  wife  of  B.  P.  Riley,  of  San  Jose,  Cal. ; 
Oscar  J.,  who  was  born  October  8,  1852,  wedded 
Mate  Palen,  and  is  now  residing  in  Cedar  Rapids, 
Iowa,  where  he  is  engaged  in  mechanical  pursuits; 
Amanda  .1.  who  died  in  infancy;  Jasper  .1.,  a 
farmer,  who  was  born  July  11,  1855,  and  married 
Emma  Coonfnre;  Friscilla  J.,  born  January  18, 
1861,  is  the  wife  of  William  J.  Bigger,  of  San  Jose, 
Cal.,  where  Jasper  also  resides;  Levi  L.,  born  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1864,  married  Ida  Perry  of  Cedar  Rapids, 
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Iowa  and  is  living  in  San  Jose;  Sarah  B.  flied  in 
infancy;  and  Jacob  E.,  wlio  is  employeci  as  clerl< 
in  his  brother's  store  in  Hawkeye,  was  born  Decem- 
ber 23,  1868. 

The  snbject  of  this  sltetcU  lived  at  honne  with 
his  parents  in  Jones,  Clinton  and  Jackson  Counties 
until  1875,  in  wliich  j-ear  he  located  in  Strawberry 
Point,  Iowa,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  creamery 
business  with  the  Kingsley  brothers.  On  severing 
that  connection  he  spent  two  and  a  half  years  in 
Brush  Creek,  Iowa,  where  he  was  emploj'ed  as  a 
salesman  in  a  general  merchandise  establishment. 
On  the  19th  of  September,  1880,  he  was  joined  in 
wedlock  witli  Miss  Isa  Chesley  of  ^'olga  City,  Iowa, 
a  daughter  of  Norman  and  Lucy  A.  (Phillips) 
Chesley.  Her  father  was  born  in  Canada  in  1827, 
was  a  practicing  attorney  and  enlisted  in  the 
Twenty-first  Iowa  Infantrj',  his  death  occurring 
during  his  service,  on  the  21st  of  April,  1865. 
Mrs.  Chesley  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  March  26, 
1840,  and  their  marri.age  was  celebrated  April  19, 
1860,  at  Monona,  Clayton  County,  Iowa.  After 
tlie  death  of  her  first  husband  she  became  the  wife 
of  Francis  F.  Goodwin  of  Volga  City,  Iowa.  By 
the  first  marriage  were  born  three  daughters, — 
Mrs.  Palmer;  Ella  B.  and  Eva  B.,  twins,  who  were 
born  in  Volga  City,  Iowa,  March  8,  18G4.  Both 
engaged  in  teaching  until  Ella  B.  was  married 
October  30,  1887.  Her  sister  Eva  still  continues 
in  her  chosen  profession  and  for  the  past  eight 
years  has  taught  almost  continuously,  the  last  three 
or  four  years  being  employed  in  Volga  City.  Ella 
B.  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  W.  McGregor  of  Ilawkeye, 
Iowa.  He  was  formerly  from  Hamilton,  Canada, 
graduated  in  medicine  at  the  I'niversity  of  Michigan 
in  Ann  Arbor,  embarked  in  practice  at  Brush 
Creek,  Iowa,  and  at  length  located  in  Ilawkeye, 
where  he  now  resides.  The  children  of  Mrs.  Ches- 
ley's  second  marriage  are  Grace  G.  Goodwin,  who 
was  born  September  11,  1867,  and  in  May,  1887, 
became  the  wife  of  James  Doty  of  Highland,  Clay- 
ton County,  Iowa,  by  whom  she  has  one  child,  a 
daughter,  Frances;  Rhoda  A.,  born  September  25, 
1869.  is  employed  as  a  clerk  in  Mr.  Palmer's  store; 
Ernest  R.,  born  in  November,  1872,  resides  with  his 
parents  in  Volga  City;  Hattie  L.  was  born  May 
14,  1874;  and  Louie  E.  was  born  February  2,  1882. 


Mrs.  P.almer  was  born  in  Monona,  Clayton 
County,  Iowa,  January  7,  1862,  and  during  her 
early  womanhood  followed  the  teacher's  profession 
for  some  time.  By  her  marriage  she  has  become 
the  mother  of  two  children — Chesley  R.,  born  at 
Strawberry  Point,  Iowa,  August  21,  1881;  and 
Mildred  B.,  born  January  26,  1885,  at  Brush 
Creek.  They  are  both  living  and  bring  joy  and 
gladness  to  the  hearts  of  their  fond  and  loving 
parents. 

On  coming  to  Hawkeye,  Mr.  Palmer,  with  a 
limited  capital,  purchased  a  small  stock  of  general 
merchandise  and  embarked  in  business  for  himself. 
By  close  application,  economy,  honesty  and  indus- 
try he  soon  won  for  himself  an  enviable  reputation 
and  a  liberal  patronage  was  given  him.  He  now 
owns  his  own  store  building,  together  with  a  large 
stock  of  goods  and  has  won  the  esteem  of  his 
patrons  and  neighbors  and  the  unbounded  con- 
fidence of  his  creditors.  In  1889,  he  sold  mer- 
chandise to  the  value  of  $25,136  and  also  carried 
on  an  extensive  business  in  butter  and  eggs,  his 
shipments  of  those  commodities  amounting  to 
over  $7,000,  besides  the  sales  for  home  consump- 
tion. Mr.  Palmer  was  a  charter  member  of  Relief 
Lodge,  No.  138,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  which  he  is  Past 
Grand,  and  also  belongs  to  Hawkeye  Lodge,  No. 
127,  Iowa  Legion  of  Honor,  being  an  honored 
member  of  both  organizations.  Mrs.  Palmer  is  an 
active  and  enthusiastic  worker  in  the  Woman's 
Christian  Temperance  Union  and  the  Woman's  Re- 
lief Corps.  They  have  a  j)leasant  home  in  Hawkeye 
and  hold  a  higii  position  in  the  social  world. 


*^*^HEODORE  PERRY,  who  is  engaged  in  gen- 
eral merchandising  in  St.  Lucas,  is  also  the 
^'efficient  Postmaster  at  that  place,  which  posi- 
tion he  has  filled  for  twelve  consecutive  years.  He 
was  born  in  Ozaukee  Co\inty,  Wis.,  Februarj'  11, 
1855,  and  Is  a  son  of  Nicholas  and  Mary  (Strauss) 
Perry,  natives  of  Luxemburg,  Germany,  the  father 
born  in  1814,  and  the  mother  in  1816.  With  their 
three  children  they  emigrated  to  America  in  1848, 
and  on  landing  in  this  country  went  at  once  to  Holy 
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Cross,  Wis.,  wliere  Theodore  was  born.  Nicholas, 
the  eldest,  married  Anna  Robinet  in  Wisconsin  and 
went  to  La  ISalle  County,  III.,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  for  nine  years.  On  cfmiing  to  .St.  Lucas  he 
embarked  in  the  hardware  business  and  also  carried 
on  a  hotel  until  his  removal  to  Hosper,Sioux  County, 
Iowa,  where  ho  is  now  keeping  a  hotel.  By  his 
marriage  nine  children  have  been  born.  Catherine 
La?  been  twice  married.  By  her  first  husband, 
John  Croatt,  she  had  two  claldren,  and  by  the  sec- 
ond marriage  seven  children  have  been  born.  Her 
present  husband  is  Joseph  Lusson.  They  removed 
to  Blue  Island,  III.,  and  thence  to  La  Salle 
County,  that  State,  whence  they  came  to  Iowa 
with  her  brothers  and  are  now  living  on  a  farm  near 
St.  Lucas.  Mary  became  the  wife  of  John  Dries,  by 
whom  she  has  seven  children.  Their  wedding  took 
place  in  Marshall  Count}',  111.,  and  sliorth^  after- 
ward they  came  to  Iowa,  locating  on  a  farm  near  St. 
Lucas,  where  they  resided  until  1887,  when  selling 
out,  they  became  residents  of  Wadena,  Wadena 
County,  Minn.,  where  Mr.  Dries  is  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  under  the 
parental  roof,  and  on  attaining  to  mature  years 
chose  as  a  helpmate  on  life's  journey  Miss  Catherine 
Bies.  They  were  married  October  24,  1877.  The 
lady  was  born  in  Luxemburg,  German}-,  in  August 
18.J5,  and  is  a  daughter  of  K.  and  Anna  Bies,  also 
natives  of  that  place.  Seven  children  grace  their 
union  as  follows:  Nicholas,  who  was  born  August 
14,  1878;  Mary,  July  27,  1880;  Barbara,  Sep- 
tember 4,  1882;  Catherine,  October  2,  1884; 
Joseph,  March  1,  1886;  Anna,  August  12, 
1888;  and  John  Mathi.as,  August  17,  1800.  The 
children  enjoy  the  advantages  affoKled  by  the 
public  schools  and  also  attend  the  parochial  school 
conducted  by  the  Franciscan  Sisters,  under  the  juris- 
diction of  the  German  Catholic  Church  of  St.  Lucas. 

Mr.  Perry  has  a  fine  trade  in  general  merchandise, 
his  stock  consisting  of  clothing,  boots  and  shoes, 
hats  and  ca|)S,  dry-goods,  notions,  groceries  and 
provisions.  Mo  owns  the  leading  store  in  the  place 
and  enjoys  a  liberal  patronage,  won  by  fair  and 
honest  dealing  and  impartial  treatment,  lie  was 
appointed  Postmaster  twelve  3'ears  ago  and  has 
held  the  position  continuously  since  to  the  satisfac- 


tion of  all  concerned.  He  has  been  School  Director 
for  a  number  of  years  and  is  at  present  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  Auburn  Township  School  Board.  In 
politics  he  afflliates".willi  the  Democratic  party  and 
takes  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs.  He  and 
his  family  are  members  of  the  German  congregation 
of  the  St.  Lucas  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  in  the 
community  are  highly  respected  by  a  large  circle 
of  frienils'andracquaintances. 


-^^ 


ARK  E.  H.  IIAWKES,  the  sole  photog- 
rapher of  West  Union,  established  his 
gallery  in  this  city  in  1878,  and  with  the 
exception  of  an  interruption  of  a  short 
interval  caused  by  the  fire  of  May  10,  1885,  has 
carried  on  business  here  continuously  since.  The 
liberal  [tatronage  which  he  receives  attests  his  abil- 
ity and  excellence,  and  is  well  deserved.  He  was 
born  in  South  Durham,  Cumberland  County,  Me., 
on  the  4th  of  March,  1853,  and  is  a  son  of  Isaiah 
and  Sarah  T.  (Hopkins)  Ilawkes.  His  parents 
were  also  born  in  Maine,  the  father  in  Cumberland 
County,  in  1824,  and  the  mother  in  Brunswick,  the 
succeeding  year.  Both  are  descended  from  old  and 
highly  respected  families  of  New  England,  and  are 
still  ri  sidents  of  the  Pine  Tree  State. 

The  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth,  INIark  Hawkes 
spent  in  the  State  of  his  nativity  and  in  the  public 
schools  of  tlu^  community  in  which  he  resided  re- 
ceived his  primary  education,  which  was  supple- 
mcnteil  by  a  course  in  the  Normal  School  at  Cas- 
tine.  On  nearing  man's  estate,  he  looked  about 
him  for  some  trade  or  profession  which  he  wished 
to  make  his  life  work,  and  his  choice  fell  upon  that 
of  i)hotography.  He  began  learning  the  business 
in  Belfast,  Me.,  and  continued  his  studies  of  the 
art  in  Brunswick,  Me.,  and  in  Boston,  Mass.  He 
went  to  the  latter  city  in  1875,  but  after  a  short 
time  returned  to  liis  native  State.  In  1875  he  again 
went  to  Boston  where  he  worked  at  his  chosen  pro- 
fession until  1878,  which  year  witnessed  his  arrival 
in  West  Union,  where  he  opened  a  gallery.  In  the 
fire  of  May  10,  1885,  he  lost  everything  he  had 
except  his  residence,  including  a  large  number  of 
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negatives,  but  with  'characteristic  energy  lie  at 
once  set  about  retrieving  liis  lost'posscssions.  Mr. 
Hawkes  does  every  style'of  worlv  in  his  line  in  the 
best  taste  and  execution  of  his  art.  He  also  deals 
in  pictures  and  picture  frames,  nialdng  a  specialty 
of  French  water^colors,  crayons  and  pastels. 

On  the  2d  of  December,  1880,  in  West  Union, 
Mr.  Hawkes  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Car- 
rie Huyck,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Nancy  J. 
(McMaster)  Huyck.  The  lady  was  born  in  this 
city,  December  13,  1858,  where  her  parents  have 
been  since  an  early  day.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hawkes 
are  faithfurmembers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  They  have  four  children,  two  suns  and 
two  daughters:  Laura  Belle,  born  October  14, 
1881;  Anna  May,  September  1,  1883;  Charles 
Leander,  October  2,  1885;  and  Harry  Mark  April 
5,  1889.1  [In  politics  Mr.  Hawkes  is  a  Republican, 
and  socially  is]a  member  of',West  Union  Lodge, 
No.  124,  K.  of;P.,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  Amer- 
ica, and  the  V.  A.  S.  ^ 


*^^ 


LMEll  L.   DAVIS,  dealer  in  general  mer- 
chandise  and  a  prominent  and  influential 
citizen  of  Alpha,  was  born  near  Janesville, 
C^  Rock  County,  Wis.,  July   12,   1851.     His 

]>arents  were  Philander  and  Eunice  E.  (Talcott) 
Davis,  who  were  reared  and  married  in  Ohio,  emi- 
grating soon  afterwards  to  Wisconsin.  They  came 
to  Iowa  in  1856,  locating  in  Waucoma  but  subse- 
quently removed  to  Alpha,  where  the  family  still 
make  their  home.  The  father  died  at  this  place  in 
1890,  an  esteemed  citizen,  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  acquired  his  education 
ill  the  public  schools  and  early  in  life  learned  the 
carpenter  and  joiner's  trade,  which  he  followed  for 
about  fourteen  years  in  partnership  with  his  twin 
brother,  Almon.  Both  were  expert  workmen  and 
did  a  lucrative  business,  but  in  September,  1887, 
Mr.  Davis  turned  his  attention  to  other  pursuits. 
He  iiought  out  a  stock  of  goods  in  Alpha  and  em- 
baiked  in  merchandising  in  that  place,  where  he 
now  owns  and  operates  a  general   store,  keeping  a 


full  and  comi>lete  line  of  [dry-goods,  groceries, 
boots  and  shoes,  ready  made  clothing,;notions,  etc. 
He  also  exchanges  goods  for  all  kinds  of  country 
produce  which  is  marketable.  He  has  an  extensive 
and  lucrative  trade,  possesses  the  unbounded  confi- 
dence of  patrons  and  creditors,  and  the  sales  of  his 
establishment  amount  to  upward  of  ■tlO,000  per 
annum.  A  fine  fanning  country  lies  contiguous  to 
Alpha  and  thus  his  store  is  desirably  located.  The 
Star  Mills,  the  leading  flouring  mills  in  this  part  of 
the  County,  also  bring  trade  to  Alpha  and  Mr. 
Davis'  choice  of  a  location  shows  his  sagacity  and 
foresight.  He  owns  ten  shares  and  is  Treasurer  of 
the  Alpha  Farmers'  Creamery  Company,  which 
dispersed  over  130,000  worth  of  the  products  of 
the  creamery  among  the  patrons  of  that  popular 
institution  during  1890.  This  company  owns  eight 
hundred  cows  and  their  business  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing industries  of  the  i)lace.  On  the  8th  day  of 
September,  1875.  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss 
Ada  E.  Johnson,  daughter  of  .Samuel  and  Laura  A. 
(Jones)  Johnson,  of  Ali)ha.  Her  parents  were 
natives  of  New  England,  and  at  a  very  early  day  in 
the  history  of  this  eonntj'  settled  in  Eden  Township. 
Her  father,  in  company  with  his  son,  V'.  L.,  estab- 
lished the  Star  Mills,  which  the}-  owned  and  oper- 
ated until  the  death  of  the  senior  partner  in  1878. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  have  two  children:  Laura  F., 
born  March  13,  1878;  and  Harold  A.,  born  April 
12,  1884. 

In  his  social  relations  our  subject  is  an  Odd  Fel- 
low and  Good  Tem[ilar.  He  is  Past  Grand  of 
Waucoma  Lodge  No.  303, 1.  O.  O.  F.,  and  a  worthy 
and  prominent  member  and  zealous  worker  in  the 
Independent  Order  of  Good  Templars  of  Alpha. 
He  was  the  first  Chief  Templar  of  that  organiza- 
tion and  was  also  the  honored  Chief  Templar  of  the 
district  comprising  the  counties  of  Allamakee, 
Clayton,  Fayette,  Winneshiek,  Howard  and  Chick- 
asaw. In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Republican  and 
has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  political 
issues  up  before  the  people.  He  has  held  the 
office  of  Township  Assessor,  is  at  present  one  of 
the  Trustees  of  Eden  Township,  and  at  the  last 
election  was  the  people's  choice  for  the  office  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  His  extensive  business  inter- 
ests and   the   active   part   which   he   has  taken    in 
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public  affairs  makes  him  a  prominent  citizen.  He 
is  an  upright,  lionorable  man  wlio  has  won  the  con- 
fidence and  good  will  of  all  with  whom  he  has 
come  in  contact  and  the  success  which  has  crowned 
his  efforts  he  richly  deserves. 

if^  ICHOLAS  SCHORL  who  was  long  a  resi- 
dent of  this  county,  his  home  being  now 
in  Elgin,  was  born  in  Canton  Berne,  Switz- 
erland, on  the  28th  of  October,  1833,  and  his  par- 
ents, John  and  Elizabeth  (Spring)  Schorl,  were  also 
natives  of  the  same  canton.  Ilis  father  owned  a 
farm  in  that  country,  but  spent  the  greater  part  of 
his  time  in  work  at  the  mechanic's  trade.  In  the 
family  were  eight  chililren,  of  whom  Nicholas  is 
the  eldest  and  the  only  son.  In  the  usual  manner 
of  farmer  lads  he  was  reared  to  manhood,  receiving 
his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood. It  was  bis  desire  to  try  his  fortune  in 
the  New  World,  and  in  April,  1857,  in  a  western 
bound  sailing-vessel  he  made  the  voyage  to  Amer- 
ica, reaching  his  destination  after  thirty-seven  and 
a  half  daj'S.  He  w.as  also  the  first  of  the  family  to 
come  to  the  United  States.  The  summer  succeed- 
ing bis  arrival,  he  spent  in  work  upon  a  farm  near 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  receiving  $12  per  month  as  a 
compensation  for  bis  services.  It  was  in  the  au- 
tumn of  the  same  year  that  he  came  to  this  county. 
In  1858  his  parents  and  the  remainder  of  the  chil- 
dren came  to  the  United  States  and  joined  Nicholas 
in  this  count}'.  The  mother's  death  occurred  in 
Elgin  in  about  1885,  but  the  father  i.s  still  living 
in  that  town.  He  was  also  owner  of  a  farm  in  this 
county,  but  before  he  laid  aside  business  cares  gave 
his  attention  to  mechanical  puisuits. 

Nicholas  Schorl  began  farming  for  himself  on 
bis  father's  land,  receiving  half  of  the  crops  as  his 
share.  He  was  successful  and  was  soon  able  to 
farm  on  his  own  account.  Having  openiled  rented 
land  until  he  had  accumulated  a  few  hundred  dol- 
lars he  went  to  Ft.  Atkinson,  Iowa,  in  1S71,  where 
he  successfully  carried  on  a  lumber  yard  for  three 
years,  ai  the  end  of  which  time  he  traded  his  proji- 
erty  there  for  five  acres  where  he  now  lives,  and  a 


brewery  which  he  operated  until  the  prohibition 
law  came  into  effect.  In  1888  he  bought  the  Elgin 
roller  mill,  which  he  refitted  in  modern  style,  mak- 
ing it  a  first  class  mill.  In  connection  with  this  he 
owns  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  acres  of  land  in 
and  near  Elgin.  He  is  also  a  heavy  stockholder 
in  the  E^lgin  Canning  Company,  of  which  he  is 
Trustee. 

On  the  4th  of  April,  1865,  in  Elkader,  Mr.  Schori 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Lehman,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  MaiT  (Miller)  Lehman.  The 
lady  was  born  in  the  Canton  Berne,  Switzerland, 
February  9,  1847,  and  when  five  years  old  accom- 
panied her  parents  on  their  emigration  to  America. 
By  their  union  have  been  born  six  children:  Rosa- 
line, who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years;  Emma, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years;  Frederick, 
who  has  been  a  deaf  mute  since  eighteen  months 
old,  the  attliction  resulting  from  scarlet  fever; 
George  and  Louise  are  twins;    and  Celia. 

In  political  sentiment  Mr.  Schori  is  a  supporter 
of  Democratic  principles.  At  present  he  is  serving 
as  Township  Irustee,  and  at  different  times  has 
held  a  number  of  official  positions.  He  has  made 
what  he  has  by  his  own  efforts,  and  has  found  much 
more  i)leasure  and  profit  in  brewing  beer  than  in 
brevving  trouble. 

J^^- 


^;EV.  FATHER  PATRICK  D.  O'REILLY. 
.,  pastor  of  St.  Rose's  Catholic  Church  of  Eden 
'J'ownship  is  a  native  of  Ireland.  He  was 
born  in  County  Clare,  February  25,  1866, 
and  his  [)arents  James  and  Honora  (Devitt)  O'Reil- 
ly, were  also  natives  of  that  count}',  the  father 
born  in  1832,  and  the  mother  in  the  year  1837. 
In  their  family  were  three  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters, the  eldest  son  being  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  He  was  educated  at  the  Diocesan  College 
at  Eunice,  County  Clare,  and  at  All  Hallows  Col- 
lege of  Dublin.  He  was  ordained  a  priest  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  in  the  latter  institution, 
June  23,  1889,  by  Bishop  Murr.iy.  of  Maitland, 
Australia,  and  after  spending  a  short  vacation  at 
home,  he  started  for  Ameiica,  the  scene  of  his  fu- 
ture  labors.     Crossing  the   Atlantic  he  landed  at 
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New  York,  September  25,  1889,  and  thence  went 
to  Dubuque,  Iowa,  where  he  spent  three  months  in 
St.  Joseph's  College.  In  January,  1890,  he  was 
assigned  by  Bishop  Hennessey  to  his  [)reseiit 
charge. 

St.  Rose's  Churcli  is  situated  three  miles  north- 
west of  Waucoma,  and  is  beautifully  located  on 
the  prairie  surrounded  b}'  groves  of  natural  tim- 
ber. The  parsonage  where  Father  O'Reilly  resides 
is  a  handsome  structure  of  French  architectural  de- 
sign and  would  be  an  ornament  to  any  community. 
The  membership  in  his  parish  includes  about  eighty 
families,  the  territory  comprising  portions  of  Fay- 
ette, Chickasaw  and  Winnesheik  Counties.  The 
church  was  established  at  this  point  at  a  very  early 
day  in  the  settlement  of  the  country  and  the  par- 
ish formerly  included  much  territory  contiguous 
to  the  i)resent  boundaries  which  the  progress  and 
enterprise  of  these  zealous  people  has  separated  into 
several  parishes  where  fine  churches  are  erected 
for  the  greater  convenience  of  the  worshi|)iug  com- 
munit}-.  The  number  of  graves  in  the  cemetery 
"are  silent  reminders  of  the  fact  that  we  are  passing 
away,"  and  also  of  the  further  fact  that  this  ceme- 
tery has  been  long  established  and  has  received  the 
dead  from  a  very  large  scope  of  country  which 
is  now  tributary  to  other  points  more  accessible. 

Father  O'Reilly  is  a  scholarly  gentleman  who 
receives  his  friends  with  that  free  cordiality  so 
characteristic  of  the  Irish  people.  Under  his  guid- 
ance we  feel  that  the  good  people  of  St.  Rose's 
Parish  will  have  wise  counsel  and  prudent  and  care- 
ful management  in  the  affairs  of  their  cluirch,  to- 
gether with  eloquent  and  wholesome  instruction  in 
their  religious  services. 


ON.  J.  K.  MONTGOMERY,  a  farmer  resid- 
ing on  section  5,  Union  Township,  has 
spent  almost  his  entire  life  in  Iowa,  having 
been  brought  by  his  parents  to  this  State  in 
1842,  while  Iowa  was  yet  under  Territorial  Gov- 
ernment. He  was  born  in  Mercer  County,  Pa.. 
December  20,  1840,  and  b«>long3  to  a  family  of 
Scotch-Irish    descent.      His    paternal    grandfather. 


William  Montgomer}',  was  born  in  Pennsylvania 
in  1783  and  in  early  life  learned  the  trade  of  mill- 
ing, which  he  followed  in  connection  with  farming. 
In  Pennsylva:iia  he  was  married  and  reared  a  family 
of  children.  In  1857  he  emigrated  to  Dubuque 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  bis 
da3's.  dying  in  185G,  a  number  of  years  subsequent 
to  the  death  of  his  wife.  He  was  the  first  Justice 
of  the  Peace  in  Colony  Township,  Delaware  County, 
Iowa,  was  an  influential  citizen  and  a  member  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 

His  son,  Archibald  Montgomery,  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  October  2,  1805,  in  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  received  a  common-school  education  and 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  was  apprenticed  to 
learn  the  tanner's  trade.  He  married  Miss  Eleanor 
Kilgore,  also  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
carried  on  farming  for  some  years  before  coming 
West.  He  visited  the  Territory  of  Iowa  in  1841 
and  the  following  year  accompanied  by  his  family 
located  in  Colesburg,  Delaware  County,  where  he 
procured  forty  acres  of  land,  purchasing  part  and 
obtaining  the  remainder  from  the  Government. 
The  county  was  wild  and  sparsely  settled  and  he 
knew  every  one  within  a  radius  of  twenty  miles. 
In  Delaware  County  he  made  his  home  until  his 
death  with  the  exception  of  three  years  spent  in 
California.  Attracted  by  the  discovery  of  gold  he 
made  an  overland  trip  to  the  Pacific  Coast  in  1849. 
He  took  a  very  active  part  in  the  settlement  and 
ini|)rovement  of  Delaware  County,  and  probably 
helped  raise  more  log  houses  for  the  |)ioneers  than 
any  other  man  in  the  county.  He  was  very  suc- 
cessful in  his  business  transactions  and  had  increased 
his  landed  possessions  to  sixteen  hundred  acres 
before  his  death,  which  occurred  July  30,  1875. 
His  wife  died  in  1848  just  before  his  trip  to  Cali- 
fornia. 

Mr.  Montgomery  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  and  an  active  sup- 
porter of  the  Democratic  party,  though  he  never 
sought  public  olfice.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Montgomery  were 
the  parents  of  seven  children:  William  who  served 
in  the  Twenty-seventh  Iowa  Infantry  an<l  was  killed 
while  returning  home  on  a  furlough;  Sarah,  wife  of 
William  Horn,  of  Smithfleld  Township;  Martha, 
wife  of  James  Arl)uckle,  of  Delaware  County,  Iowa; 
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Jolin  K.,  of  this  sketch;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  William 
Alcorn  a  prominent  farmer  of  Union  Township; 
Mary  J.,  wife  of  James  C.  Montgomery,  of  llnion 
Township;  Belle,  wife  of  T.  D.  Reader,  also  of 
Union  Township. 

Our  subject  grew  to  manhood  upon  his  father's 
farm  in  Delaware  County  and  was  early  inured  to 
hard  labor  while  lireakiiig  prairie  with  six  3oke  of 
oxen.  He  received  his  literary  training  in  the 
public  schools  and  also  attended  a  private  school 
two  j-ears  after  he  was  twenty  years  of  age.  He 
then  taught  one  winter  term  before  his  marriage, 
which  occurred  November  2S,  1894,  the  lady  of  his 
choice  being  Mary  Mellon,  daughter  of  Alexander 
Mellon  who  was  l>orn  in  Crawford  County,  Pa., 
April  3,  1840,  and  was  of  Irish  birth.  With  his 
parents  he  left  the  Emerald  Isle  and  came  to  Amer- 
ica during  childhood.  The  family  settled  in  Craw- 
ford County,  Pa.,  whore  Alex  grew  up  on  a  farm 
and  received  a  limited  education.  During  his  entire 
life  he  followed  the  occupation  of  milling.  He 
married  INIiss  Isaliel  Porter,  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania of  Irish  descent,  and  spent  his  entire  life  on 
the  old  homestead  in  that  State  where  they  began 
housekeeping,  where  tlieir  children  were  born  and 
which  is  still  in  the  possession  of  the  family. 

Mr.  Mellon  was  a  Whig  in  politics,  a  good  bus- 
iness man,  and  died  November  25.  1861.  His 
wife  survived  until  May  1.  1889.  Their  children 
are:  William  J.  who  resides  on  the  old  homestead 
and  operates  the  mill  which  his  father  owned; 
John,  a  farmer  of  Crawford  County,  P.a. ;  Francis, 
a  resident  of  Adair  County,  Mo.;  Rachel  who  re- 
sides with  her  brother  William;  Mary,  wife  of  our 
subject;  Alexander,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Sarah, 
deceased. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Montgomery  began  their  domestic 
life  on  a  farm  in  Delaware  County  where  they  re- 
mained until  187G,  when  selling  out  he  purchased 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  5,  Union 
Township,  Fayette  County,  his  present  home.  He 
now  operates  three  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
"ood  land,  has  all  the  necessary  buildings,  a  com- 
fortable residence,  and  is  accounted  one  of  the  pro- 
gressive citizens  of  the  community.  In  the  fam- 
ily are  two  chiUlrcMi :  P>elle  M..  born  in  Delaware 
County,  October  0,  1865,  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles 


H.  Howard  a  resident  farmer  of  Center  Township; 
she  was  a  member  of  the  first  class  that  was  gradu- 
ated at  the  West  Union  High  School,  Class  of  '86. 
William  A.  was  born  in  Delaware  County,  July  16, 
1872,  and  is  a  student  in  Cornell  College,  Mt.  Ver- 
non, Iowa.  He  was  gradu.ited  from  the  West  Union 
High  School  and  is  now  taking  an  engineering 
course.  The  parents  are  members  of  the  Cumber- 
land Presb3terian  Church. 

Mr.  Montgomery  has  held  a  number  of  minor 
political  offices  and  in  1885  was  honored  with  an 
election  to  the  Twenty-first  General  Assembly. 
The  count}'  being  usually  Republican  and  he  a 
Democratic  nominee  it  indicates  something  of  the 
regard  entertained  for  him  by  his  fellow-citizens. 
The  best  known  measure  of  the  session  of  1886  was 
the  famous  Clark  law  which  ]\Ir.  Montgomery  op- 
posed from  a  temperance  standpoint.  He  was  on 
the  Committees  of  Agriculture  and  Senatorial 
Districts.  He  received  the  unanimous  nomination 
of  his  party  in  the  following  campaign  and  was 
defeated  but  his  opponent  received  a  majority 
only  half  as  large  as  the  Republican  candidate  for 
(Tovernor.  He  is  intelligent  and  well  posted  on 
political  questions,  an  upright  business  man,  an 
influential  member  of  his  party,  serving  as  chair- 
man of  the  County  Central  Committee  in  the  last 
Presidential  campaign  and  a  worth}-  pioneer  of 
Iowa. 


^rpp-  RANK  P.  KNIPPLING  is  engaged  in  gen- 
ti/ff)   eral  merchandising  in  St.  Lucas,  Iowa,  car- 
,il\  ry'^'g  '^  '^"'"   ''"°   of   read)'-made  clothing, 

boots  and  .shoes,  gloves,  mittens  and  hosierj', 
notions,  crockery,  willow  ware,  groceries  and  pro- 
visions. He  engagi^l  in  business  in  tliis  i)lace  in 
1878,  and  has  built  up  a  good  trade  which  he  is 
constantly  increasing. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  the  Rhine 
province  of  (iermany,  March  11,  1819.  and  is  a  son 
of  ,John  Knippling,  who  was  born  in  1812,  and  on 
attaining  to  man's  estate  wedded  Margaretta  Kearen, 
who  was  born  in  1816.  They  became  the  parents  of 
three  children — Frank,  Margaret  and  Lizzie,  and  in 
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1854  sailed  for  Atneiicii,  locating  in  Dnlniqne,  Iowa, 
where  the  family  circle  was  increased  by  the  liirth 
of  three  sons:  Onr  suhject  is  the  ehlest;  Margaret, 
who  was  born  in  1850,  married  John  II.  Klinker 
who  is  engaged  in  tlie  bakery  and  hotel  business  in 
Cascade,  Iowa,  and  unto  them  have  been  born  six 
children;  Lizzie,  who  was  born  March  14.  1852,  is 
the  wife  of  F.  Faha,  of  Dyersville,  Dubuque 
County,  where  he  is  engaged  in  business  as  a  mer- 
chant tailor  and  clothier,  and  they  also  have  six 
children;  Peter,  who  was  born  in  1853,  died  in  the 
German  Hospital  in  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  March  10, 
1888;  John,  born  in  1858,  married  Mary  Wyley  of 
Dubuque  County,  by  whom  he  has  four  children, 
and  follows  farming  near  Dj'ersville;  Ilenrj',  who 
was  born  in  1859,  and  is  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  near  Elma,  Howard  County,  Iowa,  mar- 
ried Caroline  Banhause  of  Chickasaw  County, 
Iowa,  and  unto  Iheni  have  been  born  four  children. 
The  father  of  this  family  died  from  the  effects  of  a 
sun  stroke  July  6,  ISGO,  and  the  mother's  death 
occurred  on  the  l(3th  of  April  following,  from 
ijervous  exhaustion  augmented  by  her  great  grief 
ai  the  loss  of  her  husband,  and  finding  herself  in  a 
strange  land  with  a  family  of  children  dependent 
upon  her. 

Our  subject  was  only  five  years  of  age  when  with 
his  parents  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America.  He 
received  a  limited  education  in  Dubuque  County 
and  there  remained  until  1871,  when  he  went  to 
Winneshiek  County,  Iowa,  where  he  secured  a 
position  in  a  woolen  mill  near  Festina.  He  be- 
came a  traveling  salesman  for  the  firm  that  owned 
the  mill  and  for  eight  years  filled  that  position,  a 
fact  which  indicates  his  success,  the  trust  reposed 
in  him  by  his  employers  and  his  faithfulness  to 
that  trust.  In  1879  became  to  St.  Lucas,  Fayette 
County,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  As 
before  stated  he  is  engaged  in  general  merchan- 
dising, and  is  one  of  the  leading  busmess  men  of 
the  place.  Since  locating  here  he  has  been  Justice 
of  the  Peace  and  Notary  Public  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  time;  has  held  the  office  of  Township 
Clerk  and  Township  Assessor  for  a  number  of  years 
and  in  all  his  official  dealings  has  proved  himself 
fully  competent,  fair  and  impartial,  giving  satis- 
faction to  his   couslitueney.      He  is   agent  for  the 


German  Insurance  Company  of  Freeport,  III.,  an<l 
is  doing  a  tine  business  in  that  line.  Mr.  Ivni|)- 
pling  is  a  woitliy  member  of  St.  Lucas  Roman 
Catholic  Church  and  is  a  public-spirited  and  enter- 
prising citizen,  having  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  his  fellow-townsmen. 


mm 
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^.j,  LBERT  L.  COLGROVF,  the  present  Super- 
lUi\     intendent  of  schools  of  Fayette  County,  is 
a  native  of  New  York.      He  was  born   in 
^/J  Bath,  Steuben  County,  that  State,  on  the 

6th  of  June,  1858,  and  is  a  son  of  Rev.  Peter  and 
Ann  E.  (Graham)  Colegrove,  who  were  also 
natives  of  the  Empire  State.  A  sketch  of  his 
father  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Mr.  Col- 
grove,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  came  to  Fa}-- 
ette  County,  Iowa,  with  his  parents  in  Jlay,  1859, 
the  family  settling  in  Fremont  Townshi().  His 
primary  education,  acquired  in  the  district  schools 
of  the  neighborhood,  was  supplemented  by  a 
course  in  the  Upper  Iowa  Universit\%  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  the  commercial  class  of  1882. 
Previous  to  this  time  he  had  engaged  in  teaching 
and  was  Principal  of  the  Oelwein  school  two  terms. 
Brush  Creek  school  two  years,  and  taught  various 
other  schools,  in  all  some  fifteen  terms.  He 
resigned  the  principalship  of  the  Sumner  school  in 
Bremer  County  to  accept  the  office  he  now  holds. 
In  political  sentiment  Mr.  Colgrove  is  a  Republi- 
can and  by  that  party  w.ts  elected  to  the  office  of 
Superintendent  of  schools  of  Fayette  County,  in 
tlic  fall  of  1887,  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his 
office  January  1,1888.  So  acceptably  did  he  fill 
tlie  position  that  in  the  autumn  of  1889  he  was 
re-elected  and  is  now  serving  his  second  term. 

In  Fayette,  Fayette  County,  on  the  8th  of  April, 
1885,  Prof.  Colgrove  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Laura  M.,  a  daughter  of  D.  J.  M.  and  B. 
Walker.  The  lady  is  a  native  of  Fayette,  Iowa, 
where  her  people  were  early  settlers  and  still  reside. 
Her  early  education  was  acquired  in  the  Fayette 
public  schools,  from  which  she  early  entered  the 
teacher's  profession,  teaching  four  years  in  Fayette 
County  and  two  years  in  Illinois.      Slie  entered  the 
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Upper  Iowa  University  and  completed  the  colle- 
giate and  business  college  courses,  graduating  in 
the  class  of  1883  and  taking  the  degree  of  A.  M.  in 
1885.  To  her  other  .accomplishments  she  has  also 
added  that  of  painting  in  which  she  lias  gained 
some  proficiency,  her  paintings  having  taken  first 
premium  several  times  at  County  B^airs,  pursuing 
her  studies  in  the  art  department  of  the  univer- 
sity. 

Unto  the  union  of  this  worthy  couple  have  been 
born  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  as 
follows:  Albeit  Ralph,  Vivian  May,  Chester 
Walker  and  Laura  May.  The  parents  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  are 
respected  citizens  of  the  community  where  the}' 
make  their  honae.  Prof.  Colgrove  has  proved  an 
efficient  and  popular  County  Superintendent,  is 
well  fitted  by  experience  and  ability  to  fill  the 
office  and  has  done  not  a  little  for  the  upbuilding 
of  the  schools.  He  has  now  resided  in  West 
I'nion  since  December,  1887,  and  has  made  many 
friends  among  its  best  citizens. 


'\I^^^^ATRICK  HENRY  HASTINGS,  a  lumber 
Jl)  dealer  of  Lima  who  is  also  engaged  in  farm- 
■^  ing  and  stock-raising,  is  numbered  among 
,  \  the  leading  business  men  in  this  part  of  the 
county  and  is  accounted  one  of  its  enterprising  and 
progressive  citizens.  A  native  of  Ireland,  born  in 
County  Limerick,  March  14.  1844,  he  was  brought 
when  two  years  old  to  this  country  by  his  parents, 
Thomas  and  Mary  (Nailon)  Hastings.  They  were 
also  natives  of  the  same  county,  and  on  leaving  the 
Emerald  Isle  became  residents  of  Canada.  The 
husband  and  father  was  employed  on  public  works, 
especially  on  the  railroad  and  aideil  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  old  Hudson  Railroad  built  into  New 
York  City.  After  a  short  residence  in  Canada  he 
crossed  into  New  York  and  made  his  home  in  Hrook- 
lyn  and  Hudson,  afterward  residing  in  Richmond, 
Va.,  and  in  Washington  City,  where  he  was  living 
at  the  time  of  the  inauguration  of  President  Pierce. 
In  1857  we  find  him  residing  in  Wisconsin,  where 
he  helped  finish   the  railroad  to   Prairie  du    Chicn. 


He  made  his  home  in  that  city  a  few  months  but  the 
same  year  removed  to  McGregor,  Iowa.  Again  in 
18C0he  changed  his  place  of  residence,  locating 
near  Wadena,  Fayette  County,  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life  engaged  in  farming.  He  died 
in  August,  1887,  and  the  death  of  his  wife  occurred 
in  March,  188G.  Both  were  members  of  the  Cath- 
olic Church  and  in  politics  he  was  a  Democrat. 
They  were  the  parents  of  five  children,  three  of 
whom  were  born  in  Ireland.  One  of  that  number 
died  before  the  emigration  of  the  famil}'  to  Amer- 
ica and  of  the  two  who  crossed  the  Atlantic  with 
their  parents,  one  died  in  lirookl^ii  and  one  in  Hud- 
son, N.  Y. 

Our  subject  is  the  only  surviving  member  of  the 
family  and  the  only  one  that  ever  married,  so  his 
children  are  the  only  representatives  of  this  branch 
of  the  Hastings'  line.  In  his  youth  he  received  a 
good  English  education,  such  as  would  aid  him  in 
his  business  career  and  under  the  parental  roof  he 
remained  until  twenty-three  years  of  age.  On  April 
21,  1867,  Mr.  Hastings  led  to  the  marriage  altar 
Miss  Anna  L.  Clapper,  who  was  born  in  Prussia, 
Germany,  March  17,  1850,  and  was  two  years  old 
when  her  parents  brought  her  to  this  country-.  The 
family  located  in  Penns3'lvania  and  after  a  short 
time  emigrated  to  Dubuque,  Iowa;  later  the}'  set- 
tled near  Wadena,  where  the  parents  died.  Mrs. 
Hastings  and  a  sister  arc  the  only  living  represen- 
tatives of  that  family.  Nine  children  have  been 
born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife  as  follows:  Mary 
E.,  wife  of  Mat  Riley,  a  resident  of  this  county; 
Catherine,  Alice,  Thomas  F.,  John  P.,  Rosa,  Mar- 
garet, Ella  and  Warren  H..  all  at  home. 

Immediately  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Hastings 
began  oi>erating  a  farm  in  Westfield  Township 
which  is  still  his  property.  He  is  still  engaged  in 
that  line  and  in  1  887  embarked  in  the  stock  business 
which  he  now  carries  on.  In  1882  he  removed  to 
Lima  but  did  not  discontinue  his  work  as  an  agri- 
culturalist. He  is  a  man  of  great  industry  and  en- 
terprise and  in  connection  with  the  pursuits  before 
mentioned  has  engaged  in  the  lumber  trade  since 
the  year  1890.  He  still  owns  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land,  the  result  of  his  own  efforts, 
by  which  nearly  all  of  his  possessions  have  been 
acquired.     Thirt3'-one  years  have  passed  since  he 
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came  to  the  county,  durina;  which  time  he  has  clone 
nothing  to  forfeit  the  good  will  of  his  fellow-towns- 
men, his  course  onlj'  serving  to  deepen  the  favor- 
able impression  which  he  first  made.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Odd  Fellows  fraternity,  in  politics  is  a  sup- 
porter of  Democratic  principles  and  for  a  year  and 
a  half  served  as  Postmaster  of  Lima.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church.  Mr. 
Hastings  is  also  station  agent  at  Lima  for  the  Mil- 
waukee &  St.  Paul  Railroad. 

ON.  JOSEPH  HOBSON,  an  early  settler 
|]  and  prominent  business  man  of  Fayette 
County,  was  born  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Octo- 
ber 17,  1823,  and  is  a  son  of  John  W.  and 
Abigail  Bishop  (Scott)  Hobson.  His  father  was  a 
native  of  Yorkshire,  England,  born  in  Penlston  on 
August  22,  1794,  and  was  a  son  of  Joseph  Hobson, 
a  woolen  manufacturer  of  that  place.  He  learned 
the  fuller's  trade  with  his  fatlier  and  was  employed 
in  that  branch  of  industry  until  181G,whenin  com- 
pany with  his  uncle,  Joseph  Wainwright,  he  emi- 
grated to  America,  locating  in  Pittsburg,  where  his 
uncle  wus  widely  known  as  a  man  of  wealtli  and 
influence.  Mr.  Hobson  Sr.,  became  associated  with 
the  Arthurs  in  lutsiness  and  was  married  in  1810  to 
Miss  Abigail  Bishop  Scott,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Scott,  a  prominent  paper  manufacturer.  Mrs.  Hob- 
son was  born  in  New  Jersey,  April  10,  1799,  and 
crossed  the  mountains  with  her  parents  in  child- 
hood. Her  parents  were  originally  from  Massa- 
chusetts, of  English  and  Scotch  descent  and  were 
among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Fayette  County,  Pa. 
The  father  of  our  subject  continued  in  business  in 
Pittsburg  until  his  death,  which  occurred  very  sud- 
denly on  August  14,  1834,  the  disease  being 
cholera.  His  wife  subsequently  removed  to  Ligo- 
nier  and  later  to  Connellsville,  where  her  death 
occurred  in  1883. 

Joseph  Hobson  was  reared  in  his  native  city, 
being  educated  by  a  private  tutor  and  in  his  youth 
was  apprenticed  to  a  cabinet-maker  but  not  favor- 
ing that  occupation,  he  learned  the  carpenter's 
trade,  which  he   followed  for  several   years,     On 


April  15,  1847,  he  was  married  in  Sharpsburg,  Pa  , 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  Baker,  daughter  of  James  and 
Rachel  (Wakefield)  liaker.  She  was  born  in  Bakers- 
town,  Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  June  16,  1825,  a 
city  founded  by  her  family  who  were  among  the 
early  settlers  of   Western  Pennsylvania. 

In  tiie  autumn  of  1848  Mr.  Hobson  removed  to 
Connellsville,  where  he  was  employed  at  his  trade 
awhile,  was  partner  in  a  foundry  business  and  also 
pursued  the  study  of  law  which  he  had  begun  before 
leaving  Pittsburg.  He  continued  to  reside  in 
Connellsville  until  the  spring  of  1853,  when  he 
removed  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  from  there 
to  Sanil.ic  County,  Mich.  In  April,  1855,  he 
came  to  Iowa  and  entered  a  body  of  land,  situ- 
ated a  little  south  of  Westfield,  Fayette  County. 
After  two  years  of  unsuccessful  farming,  he  decided 
he  was  not  intended  for  agricultural  pursuits  and 
leased  his  land.  He  then  located  in  Fayette,  where 
he  opened  a  law  oflice,  having  previously  been 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  West  Union  in  1856.  The 
county  being  but  sparsely  settled  at  that  time,  he 
found  the  returns  from  his  professional  business 
insufficent  for  his  wants  and  so  accepted  the  posi- 
tion of  school  teacher  for  which  he  received  $30  a 
month.  The  $120  received  from  that  service,  Mr. 
Hobson  says  did  him  more  good  than  any  money 
he  ever  made,  as  the  times  of  1857  were  notably 
hard  and  money  could  scarcely  be  obtained.  In 
the  fall  of  the  succeedingyear,  he  was  elected  Clerk 
of  the  District  Court  for  Fayette  County  and  in 
December  of  that  year,  he  removed  with  his  family 
to  West  Union,  where  ho  has  since  resided.  He 
entered  upon  llie  duties  of  his  oflice  in  January', 
1859,  was  re-elected  at  four  successive  elections, 
serving  in  all  ten  years. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Hobson  was  a  Whig  in  early  life 
and  so  earnest  was  he  in  his  political  faith  that  he 
rc>de  fifty  miles  on  top  of  a  st.age  coach  to  cast  his 
first  vote,  which  was  given  to  Henry  Clay.  He 
joined  the  Republican  party  at  its  organization  and 
on  coming  to  Iowa  soon  took  prominence  as  a 
leader  in  his  party,  both  in  conventions  and  as  a 
campaign  speaker.  During  the  many  years  that  he 
was  actively  identified  with  politics,  he  probably 
made  more  campaign  speeches  than  any  other  man 
m  the  county.     Being  well  versed   in  the  political 
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liistorj'  of  tbe  country,  and  possessing  a  fuur!  of 
anecdote  and  a  keen  sense  of  humor,  he  always 
ciiiiimnnded  a  good  attendance  at  meetings  wliere 
hespolie  and  never  failed  to  hold  anfl' interest  the 
people.  In  18C9  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
'rhirteenth  General  Assenil)ly  in  which  he  was 
an  iMduslriiiUS  and  useful  member.  In  June,  1870, 
lie  was  nppoiiited  United  .States  Assessor  for  the 
Third  District  of  Iowa  and  held  that  position  for 
three  years  or  until  the  office  was  abolished  by  law. 
He  was  one  of  the  prime  movers  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  tlie  Fayette  County  National  Hank,  was  its 
first  President  and  held  that  position  for  fifteen 
years.  He  was  elected  and  served  as  Mayc)r  of  West 
Union  two  terms  and  has  been  connected  >vitli  the 
School  Board  of  this  city  at  intervals  fur  twelve 
years.  He  is  a  Mason  and  an  Odd  Fellow,  a  mem- 
ber of  West  Union  Lodge,  No.  69.  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
and  of  Round  Grove  Lodge,  No.  41,  L  O.  O.  F.  of 
West  Union. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hobson  were  blessed  with  a  family 
of  eight  children,  five  sons  and  three  daughters — 
Alfred  Norman,  the  eldest  born  in  Allegheny  City. 
Pa.,  April  1.  18 18,  married  Miss  ^L^rtha  Kincaid 
Ingham  and  is  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Ains- 
worth  &  Ilobson  of  West  Union;  .Joseph  Brittain, 
born  in  Connellsville,  Pa.,  April  29,  IS.JO,  was  a 
Lieutenant  in  the  United  States  Navy  and  died  in 
Minneapolis,  Minn., -luly  2,1882;  Loyd,  born  in 
Connellsville,  August  1(3,  1852,  died  March  8,  1860; 
Frank  Scott,  born  in  Auburn,  Fayette  Count}', 
January  13,  1856,  married  Miss  Sarah  Torode  and 
is  senior  partner  in  the  firm  of  Hobson  Bros..  ])ub- 
lishers  of  the  A)yo  ot  West  I^nion;  Fannie  Kliza- 
beth,  born  in  Westfield,  Iowa,  April  27, 1858,  is  the 
wife  of  C.  W.  Knickerbocker  of  Charles  City,  Iowa; 
Leroy  Templeton,  born  in  West  Union,  M.ay  30, 
1861,  is  associated  with  his  brother  in  tlie  publica- 
tion of  the  Argo;  KUa  C,  born  in  West  Union. 
Octolier  12,  1863;  Leta,  the  youngest,  born  in  West 
Union,  July  16,  1860.  died  July  3,  1867. 

Mrs.  Hobson  joined  the  INIethodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  girlhood  and  has  since  been  a  faithful 
and  consistent  member  of  that  society'.  She  is  a 
woman  possessed  of  tender  sympathies  and  is  noted 
for  her  liberal  charities  and  indefatigable  efforts  in 
aid  of  the  poor  and  distressed.     The  obligations  of 


wife  and  mother  have  been  with  her  a  [jleasant  duty, 
and  husband  and  children  feel  that  they  have  been 
peculiarly  blessed  in  the  relationship  existing  be- 
tween them.  Her  patient  devotion  to  her  afflicted 
husband  aiul  her  cheerful  kindly  ways  have  done 
nuich  to  brighten  what  at  the  best  must  be  a  dull 
and  painful  evening  of  an  active  and  nsefid  life. 

On  February  9,  1887,  Mi'.  Ilobson  was  stricken 
with  paralysis  of  the  left  side,  since  which  time  he 
lias  been  an  invalid.  While  deprived  of  physical 
strength  to  the  extent  that  confines  him  to  his 
home,  he  is  still  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  mental 
faculties  and  retains  his  love  of  the  humorous, 
enjoying  a  good  joke  as  well  as  of  yore.  For 
thirty-five  years  Mr.  Ilobson  has  been  a  resident  of 
Fayette  County,  and  until  his  impaired  health 
forced  his  retirement  was  one  of  the  must  prom- 
inent business  men  of  the  county  and  one 
of  tlie  most  influential  men  of  his  party,  both 
in  local  and  State  politics.  During  the  late  war 
he  exhibited  a  patriotic  spirit  in  his  liberal  sup- 
port of  the  government  and  in  generous  aid  to 
the  families  of  soldiers  in  the  field.  His  business 
career  has  been  marked  by  a  strict  integrity  and  by 
upright  and  honorable  business  methods.  Financial 
ditliculties  ok'ertook  him  about  the  time  of  his 
uiiforlnnate  |)liysical  afliictioii,  but  ho  made  the 
best  possible  adjustment  of  his  affairs,  in  fairness 
to  his  creditors  and  his  family,  and  still  enjoys  the 
highest  and  warm  regard  of  his  fellow-citizens. 


<t/  A.   15RATT  is    the  owner  of  a  good    farm 
^jll     of    eighty    acres    on    section     19,    Center 


¥ 


Township,  and  in  connection  with  the  cul- 
tivation of  his  land  also  engages  to  some  extent 
in  raising  stock.  A  native  of  Rensselear  County, 
N.  Y.,  he  was  born  on  the  2d  of  March,  1841,  and 
is  the  third  in  a  family  of  four  childron,  whose 
parents  are  Daniel  C.  and  Sarah  M.  (Armstrong) 
Bratt.  Both  were  natives  of  New  York  and  spent 
their  lives  in  that  State  until  after  all  of  their 
chililren  were  born.  Aliout  1849,  attracted  by  the 
discovery  of  gold  in  California  and  ho|iing  to  gain 
a  handsome  competence  for   his  family,  Mr.  Bratt 
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made  his  way  to  the  Paclac  Slope,  where  he  was 
accidentally  shot,  his  death  ensuing  soon  after. 
His  widow  siiljsequently  left  her  home  in  the  East 
and  with  her  family  went  to  Wisconsin,  locating 
in  Osceola,  Fond  du  Lac  County,  where  she  was 
married  a  second  time,  becoming  the  wife  of  W. 
R.  Pulling,  with  whom  she  came  to  this  county. 
Tliey  toolf  u[)  tlieir  residence  in  Center  Township, 
wliere  she  silent  tiie  remainder  of  iier  daj's,  dying 
in  1888.  The  death  of  her  second  husband  occurred 
three  years  previous,  caused  by  disease  contracted 
while  in  the  service  during  the  late  war.  Tlie  four 
children  of  the  family  to  which  our  subject  be- 
longs all  grew  to  mature  years — Daniel  A.  died  in 
Center  Township  in  1872;  Marian  INL  is  the  wife 
of  E.  Conger,  of  Sheboygan  County,  Wis. ;  Will- 
iam A.  is  the  next  younger;  and  Marvin  S.,  a  mem- 
ber of  Company  H.,  Fourteenth  Wisc'onsin  Infan- 
try, died  in  the  service  at  Corinth,   Miss.,  in  18C3. 

Alternating  his  time  between  attendance  at  the 
common  schools  and  work  upon  the  farm.  Mr. 
Bratt  spent  his  boyhood  days  in  New  York,  and 
with  the  family  came  West.  Locating  in  Wiscon- 
sin, he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  late  war  when,  on  the  17th  of 
September,  1861,  he  responded  to  the  call  for  troops 
and  joined  the  ranks  of  the  boys  in  blue  of  Com- 
pany H,  Fourteenth  Wisconsin  Infantrj'.  He  served 
four  years  and  twenty-two  days,  during  which 
time  he  took  part  in  all  the  movements  and  en- 
gagements in  which  his  company  participated, 
commencing  with  the  battle  of  Pittsburg  Landing, 
followed  by  ttie  battles  of  Corinth  and  luka,  and 
many  others,  including  the  siege  of  Vicksburg. 
His  time  not  having  expired,  he  re-enlisted  and 
was  veteranized  in  1864.  Faithful  to  every  duty, 
he  was  never  known  to  shirk  a  task  imposed  upon 
him  but  was  always  found  at  his  post,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  war  was  honorably  discharged  at  Mobile, 
Ala..  October  9,  1865. 

Mr.  Bratt  returned  to  Wisconsin,  but  in  March, 
1866.  came  to  this  county,  and  with  his  brother 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  raw  land  which  they 
improved,  and  to  it  added  a  forty-acre  tract. 
Later,  dividing  their  land,  Mr.  Bratt  continued 
the  cultivation  of  his  portion  until  1878,  when  he 
sold  out  and  purchased    his  present  farm,  consist- 


ing of  eighty  acres  on  section  19,  Center  Town- 
ship. He  also  owns  fifty-two  acres  situated  else- 
where. Throughout  life  his  business  has  been 
general  farming  and  stock-raising,  and  whatever 
success  he  has  met  with  is  the  result  of  his  own 
efforts.  He  may  truly  be  called  a  self-made  man. 
As  a  helpmate  on  life's  journey,  Mr.  Bratt  chose 
Miss  Electa  J.  Proctor,  and  1868  they  were  united 
in  marriage.  The  lady,  a  native  of  Ohio,  is  a 
daughter  of  Nathan  R.  and  Lucy  (Perkins)  Proc- 
tor, and  their  union  lias  been  blessed  with  four 
children — Libby  I.,  Susan  S.,  C.  R.,  Arthur  and 
Lucy.  The  parents  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  of  Randalia,  and  Mr.  Bratt  belongs  to 
Center  Post,  No.  177,  G.  A.  R.,  of  which  he  is 
S.  v.,  and  also  is  a  member  of  Tulip  Lodge,  No. 
64,  M.  W.  A.,  of  Fayette.  His  public  and  private 
life  are  alike  above  reproach  and  he  well  deserves 
honorable  mention  among  the  representative  citi- 
zens of  this  county. 


-^ 


bHE  UPPER  IOWA  UNIVERSITY.  In 
connection  with  the  lives  of  the  devoted 
^;^^  men,  Robert  Alexander,  S.  H.  and  .J.  E. 
Robertson  and  Rev.  H.  S.  Brunson,  to  whom  is 
chietly  accorded  the  honor  of  founding  the  above 
institution,  a  brief  history  of  the  school  should  be 
given.  It  matters  little  who  was  the  first  to  sug- 
gest the  idea  of  making  Fayette  an  educational 
center,  as  suggestions  are  cheap,  but  certain  it  is 
that  the  above  named  gentlemen  were  the  first  to 
embody  the  idea  in  substantial  form.  In  1H54,  a 
sul)Scription  list  was  started,  Robert  Alexander 
heading  it  with  the  large  sum  of  $10,000,  S.  II. 
Robertson  %i6,000  and  J.  E.  Robertson  §1,500.  The 
following  year  the  main  building  was  started,  but 
funds  gave  out  and  had  it  not  been  for  the 
additional  help  furnished  by  Mr.  Alexander  the 
enterprise  must  have  fallen  through.  Until  the 
fall  of  1855  the  school,  Fayette  Seminar}-,  as  it 
was  tlien  called,  was  in  the  hands  of  private  indi- 
viduals but  at  that  time  the  building  and  other 
assets  were  given  to  the  Iowa  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  a  Board  of  Trus- 
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ti'cs,  to  have  control  of  the  infant  institution  was 
ii|ipointefl.  The  first  term  began  January  1,  1857, 
with  Kcv.  William  H.  Poor,  A.  M.  as  principal. 
Ill  I  he  fall  of  tlie  same  ye:ir  Rev.  L.  II.  liugiiee, 
I).  I).,  was  eliosen  piincip.Tl  and  remained  at  tlie 
iie:id  of  tlie  scliool  tliree  years. 

In  1857  a  college  organization  was  effected  and 
Robert  Alexander  and  S.  H.  Robertson,  who  had 
further  donated  some  land  to  the  school,  wore  lion- 
ored  with  the  privilege  of  naming  the  institution 
under  the  new  charter.  At  their  suggestion,  the 
trustees  changed  it  to  Fayette  Collegiate  Institute. 
Mr.  Alexander  gave  in  all  ^(29,000.  On  .Inly  U, 
1860  new  ariicles  of  incorporation  were  adojited 
and  the  name  changed  to  Upper  Iowa  University, 
while  William  Brush,  D.  D.  was  called  to  the  Presi- 
dency, which  he  filled  nine  years.  In  1867,  the 
Commercial  College  was  oi'ganized  by  Prof.  II.  E. 
Hurd,  who  has  ably  conducted  that  department 
since.  At  that  time,  the  institution  was  reported 
out  of  debt  ;iud  as  having  in  note?  nearly  ^35.000 
endowment  fund,  but  financial  embarassments  came 
and  the  interests  of  the  school  waned.  Dr.  IJrush 
resigned  in  18tiy,and  in  quick  succession  followed 
in  the  Presidency,  Rev.  C.  N.  Stowers,  B.  W. 
McLain  and  Rev.  R.  Norton.  Then  for  n  time 
there  was  no  President  chosen.  In  1872  Prof.  .1. 
W.  Bissell  was  called  to  the  inslitutit)n  as  instruitor 
in  the  natural  sciences,  and  the  second  year  was  also 
acting  President.  So  satisfactory  was  his  work 
that  he  was  unanimously  elected  President  in  1874 
and  to  date,  18'.)1,  he  has  continued  in  that  resi)on- 
sible  position.  The  catalogue  of  1873  and  1874 
shows  an  enrollment  of  two  hundred  and  five  stu- 
dents and  tliat  of  1889  and  1890,  an  enrollment  of 
five  hundred  and  ft>rty-two.  The  numerical  in- 
crease is  largely  due  to  the  tact,  energy  and  well 
directed  efforts  of  Dr.   Bissell. 

Tlie  college  campus,  containing  ten  acres,  is  situ- 
ated in  an  elevated  [lart  of  the  town  and  is  beautified 
by  shade  trees.  Four  large  buildings  grace  the 
campus.  The  main  building  contains  recitrtli(ui 
rooms,  music  rooms,  the  art  studio,  society  liaIN, 
etc.  South  Hall  is  the  dormitory  and  dining  hall 
for  ladies.  The  North  Hall  is  occupied  by  the 
Business  College  and  the  chemical  and  physical 
laboratories.  A  fine  chapel  is  nearing  completion.  All 


the  structures,  save  the  last,  are  three  stor}'.  Libra- 
ries, physical  and  chemical  laboratories,  museum 
and  such  other  appliances  as  a  college  must  have, 
are  found  here.  As  a  rapidly  growing  institution, 
the  Upper  Iowa  Universit}' greatly  needs  additional 
funds.  Did  the  people  of  this  part  of  the  State  and 
of  adjoining  Slates  fully  appreciate  the  benefits 
that  arise  from  having  such  a  university  in  their 
midst,  thej-  would  not  be  slow  to  contribute  to  its 
endowment  fund  and  thus  aid  it  to  do  greater  good 
to  a  greater  number. 


•J«S^"' 
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n:i.,ATHAN  ARNALDO  SHAW,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  breeding  of  thoroughbred 
cattle,  resides  on  section  2,  Windsor  Town- 
ship. He  w.as  born  on  the  18th  of  December, 
1858,  in  Carroll  County,  Ohio,  and  is  a  son  of 
Nathan  and  Eleanor  (Hell)  Shaw.  The  days  of  ids 
boyhood  were  spent  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer 
laiis.  When  eight  years  of  age  he  came  with  his 
parents  to  Iowa,  arriving  in  the  s|)ring  of  1866. 
After  attending  the  district  schools  he  entered  the 
High  School  of  West  Union  and  later  was  a  stu- 
dent in  Ainsworth  Academy  of  the  same  place. 

An  important  event  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Shaw 
occurred  on  the  2.')th  of  January,  1882,  when  he 
w.as  united  in  marriage  with  Clara  S.  Hardy,  who 
was  born  in  Clayton  County,  Iowa.  July  6,  1861, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  .1.  W.  and  Alary  .1.  Hard\-.  Her 
father  w.as  a  soldier  of  the  late  war,  serving  as 
a  member  of  Company  D,  Twenty-first  Iowa 
Infantry,  and  died  in  the  hospital  in  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  in  May,  1863.  Mrs.  Shaw  is  a  lady  of 
culture  and  for  a  number  of  years  prior  to  her 
marriage  taught  in  the  public  schools  of  Fayette 
County.  Her  own  education  was  acquired  in  the 
common  schools  and  the  Ainsworth  Academy,  sup- 
plemented by  a  course  in  the  .Soldiers  Orphan 
School  of  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaw 
have  three  children,  of  whom  Edith  Boyd,  born 
June  10,  1885,  is  the  eldest;  John  Hardy  was  born 
April  3(1,  1888;  and  George  Robinson  on  the  27th 
of  November,  1889. 

For  the  past  fifteen  3ears  Mr.   Shaw  has    given 
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his  attention  to  the  breeding-  and  growing  of 
tlioroughbred  Short-horn  cattle.  He  is  associated 
in  business  with  his  father,  and  Ihey  now  own 
twenty-six  head  of  thoroughbred  cattle.  He  has 
also  given  considerable  attention  to  the  raising  of 
a  flue  grade  of  hogs,  which  he  ships,  and  the  corn 
and  hay  used  in  feeding  Ids  stock  is  also  grown 
upon  his  farm. 


-^ 


/^\  OL.  AARON  BROWN  resides  on  section  31, 
j ^  ^1^  Westfield  Township.  The  history  of  Fay- 
^^^  ette  County  would  be  incomplete  without 
a  record  of  this  distinguished  citizen,  who  through 
years  of  public  service  has  won  the  highest  respect 
of  those  with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  while  in 
private  life  he  has  endeared  himself  to  the  hearts  of 
many  friends  by  !>is  sterling  worth  and  manj'  excel- 
lencies of  character.  Such  a  man  is  an  li<jnor  to  tlie 
community  in  which  he  makes  his  home  and  we 
are  pleased  to  present  this  biography  to  our  read- 
ers. 

Col.  Brown  was  born  in  Marion  County,  Miss., 
June  7,  1822.  His  mother's  people  were  among  tiie 
earliest  German  settlers  of  South  Carolina;  his 
father's  people  belonged  to  the  Quakers  or  Society 
of  Friends  and  were  from  North  Carolina.  His 
grandfather,  Edward  Brown,  served  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  and  in  the  military  history  of  the 
country  we  find  mentioned  with  honor  the  names  of 
a  number  of  representatives  of  this  family.  Moses 
Brown,  father  of  the  Colonel,  was  born  in  North 
Carolina,  in  1777,  and  grew  to  manhood  on  the 
plantation,  his  father  being  a  slaveholder.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  the 
South  and  married  in  North  Carolina,  Sarah  Gra- 
ham, who  became  the  mother  of  four  children,  all 
now  deceased.  She  died  and  he  removed  to  Georgia 
and  afterward  to  Mississippi,  where  he  married  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  Nancy  Perkins,  about  1807. 
She  was  born  in  South  Carolina  in  1787.  He  fol- 
lowed his  occupation  of  planter  there  until  1822, 
when  be  removed  to  Louisiana,  and  in  1825  came 
North.  Our  subject  was  then  three  years  old  and 
disinctly  remembers   the  illumination  at  New  Or- 


leans, as  they  came  up  the  river,  in  honor  of  Gen. 
La  Fayette,  who  was  then  visiting  the  city.  On 
reaching  free  territory  at  Cincinnati,  Mr.  Brown 
liberated  the  slaves  which  he  had  inherited  from  his 
fatlier  and  sold  those  which  he  himself  had  pur- 
chased, thus  giving  a  practical  proof  of  his  aboli- 
tion principles.  He  purchased  land  and  resided  on 
it  until  his  death  in  1833.  His  wife  survived  him 
until  1868.  He  bad  been  reared  a  Quaker  and 
doubtless  to  that  fact  was  due  his  anti  slavery 
principles.  In  later  life  he  joined  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  his  wife,  who  was  brought 
up  in  the  Presbyterian  faith,  became  a  member  of 
the  Bafitist  Cliurch.  He  was  active  in  church  work, 
an  eloquent  speaker  and  able  in  argument.  Well 
informed  on  public  questions,  he,  however,  was  no 
politician  but  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  Gen. 
Jackson,  under  whom  he  served  in  the  War  of 
1812. 

The  children  of  the  second  marriage  of  Moses 
Brown  are  Amanda  P.,  who  died  in  McGregor, 
Iowa;  Nancy  P.,  who  died  in  Cass  County,  Mich; 
Margaret  C,  whose  death  occurred  in  the  same 
State;  and  Samantha  C,  who  passed  away  in  Cass 
County.  The  next  child,  R.  P.,  was  torture<l  and 
murdered  in  Kansas  by  border  ruffians  and  now 
lies  buried  on  Pilot  Knob,  opposite  Leavenworth. 
He  was  a  prominent  anti-slavery  man  and  was  a 
Free  State  candidate  for  the  Legislature.  On  elec- 
tion day  he  was  captured  near  the  polls  and  literally 
hacked  to  pieces  with  hatchets.  The  mob  dragged 
him  through  the  streets,  opened  his  eyes  and  spit 
tobacco  juice  into  them,  inflicted  every  possible 
indignity  upon  him  and  at  last  took  him,  still 
breathing,  to  his  own  home,  threw  open  the  door 
and  pushed  him  into  the  presence  of  his  wife  whose 
health  was  in  a  precarious  condition.  Snch  was 
one  of  the  acts  perpetrated  by  a  blood-thirsty  and 
lawless  mob  during  the  exciting  limes  just  prior  to 
the  late  war.  Moses  Brown,  the  only  survivor  of 
the  family,  with  the  excejition  of  our  subject,  is 
living  in  Mitchellville,  Iowa. 

Aaron  was  the  fifth  child  in  the  family  and  when 
three  years  of  age  was  taken  b}-  his  parents  to  Ohio, 
where  he  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth 
on  his  father's  farm,  attending  the  subscription 
schools  in  winter  and  aiding  in  the  cqltivtttion  of 
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the  land  during  the  summer  months.  His  father 
died  when  lie  was  a  lad  of  fourteen  summers  and 
the  cnre  and  management  of  the  farm  fell  upon  him 
and  his  brother.  lie  married  in  1844  and  began  life 
for  hi.nself,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Lingrell,  a  native  of  Logan  County,  Ohio,  and 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Polly  (.Samples)  Lingrell, 
the  former  a  native  of  Maryland,  and  the  l.attei  of 
West  Virginia.  Both  died  in  Michigan  whither 
they  removed  at  an  early  day.  Not  long  after  his 
marriage  Col.  Brown  took  his  young  wife  to  Cass 
County,  Mich.,  then  a  very  new  country  and  gave 
himself  up  to  the  stud}-  of  medicine  tnidcr  IJrs. 
Bloodgood  and  .1.  E.  Bonnie  of  Niles,  Mich.,  and 
Leander  Thonipkins  of  Cassapolis,  which  was  the 
home  of  the  Colonel  until  1849,  when  he  made  an 
overland  trip  to  California  with  ox-teams,  leaching 
his  destination  after  five  months.  He  spent  nearly 
tliree  years  on  the  Pacitic  Slope  engaged  in  mining 
and  the  prsictice  of  medicine,  and  returned  in  1852. 
The  same  year  he  visited  Fayette  County,  Iowa, 
coming  on  horseback  as  the  railroad  then  termi- 
nated at  Uockford.  111. 

Mr.  Brown  determined  here  to  locate  and  soon 
afterward  brought  his  family,  they  settling  on  the 
old  Robertson  place  in  Fayette.  In  1853  he  erected 
a  cabin  where  his  present  comfortable  home  now 
stands.  He  first  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  at  11.97  an  acre  in  the  edge  of  the  limber, 
thinking  he  would  alwa3's  have  the  open  [jrairie 
near  by  for  a  cattle  range,  but  he  was  doomed  to 
disappointment  in  this  for  tlie  land  has  been  trans- 
formed into  farms  these  many  years.  Since  1852 
he  has  resided  here  excepting  when  in  public  ser- 
vice and  during  his  Southern  trip.  He  now  owns 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  but  it  is  rented 
and  he  is  living  a  retired  life.  His  family 
numbers  himself,  vvif(!  and  two  children  and  they 
have  also  lost  two.  Preston  Seward,  the  second 
eldest,  born  in  Michigan,  was  educated  in  the  Upper 
Iowa  University  of  Fayette,  and  after  a  four  years' 
course  of  study  vvas  graduated  from  the  Iowa  Ag- 
ricultural College  at  Amos.  He  is  now  a  teacher  in 
Oregon  and  has  been  employed  on  the  (Jovernment 
survey.  He  married  Lillie  Paiker  of  West  Union. 
Charles  Sumner  is  now  in  tlu-  railroa<l  service  and 
jpakes  his    home  in   Belle  Plaine,  Iowa.     Alelissa 


L,  the  first-born,  became  the  wife  of  Henry  M. 
Berch,  and  died  leaving  one  child.  Martha  A.  died 
in  Fayette  wlien  the  father  was  lying  at  home 
wounded  during  the  war.  They  have  with  tliem  a 
grandson,  Harlan,  son  of  Charles  S..  twelve  years 
ol.l. 

In  connection  witli  improving  and  carrying  on 
his  farm.  Col.  Brown  practiced  medicine  in  this 
county  until  185G,  when  lie  was  elected  State  Sena- 
tor f(ir  four  years  under  the  old  Constitution,  serv- 
ing through  the  last  session  held  at  Iowa  City  and 
the  first  at  I)es  iMoines.  The  war  broke  out  and  on 
Ihe  8th  of  May,  18{)1,  he  enlisted  in  Company  F, 
Third  Iowa  Infantry,  and  was  mustered  into  service 
June  6,  as  Second  Lieutenant.  The  summer  follow- 
ing was  mostly  spent  in  Missouri  guarding  bridges 
on  the  Hannibal  &.  St.  Jo  Railroad.  The  regiment 
vvas  stationed  in  St.  Louis  during  the  winter  and 
during  the  S[)ring  Lieut.  Brown  was  sent  North  on 
recruiting  service,  while  his  command  went  to 
Pittsburg  Landing  where  he  joined  it  soon  after 
the  battle.  He  was  immediately  promoted  to  the 
Captaincy  of  his  company,  the  former  Captain  and 
First  F^ieutenant  having  resigned  their  eonimissions 
just  after  the  battle  for  reasons  entirely  satisfactory 
to  themselves.  He  was  with  the  regiment  during 
tlie  siege  of  Corinth  and  then  went  to  Memphis 
where  a  large  part  of  the  summer  was  passed.  In 
the  fall  of  1862  while  again  at  home  on  recruiting 
service,  his  regiment  took  part  in  the  battle  of 
Hatchie  River.  On  his  return  to  La  Grange,  Tenn. 
he  was  appointed  Major  of  the  regjment,  although 
the  youngest  of  the  Captains.  He  rejoined  his 
command  at  La  Grange  and  the  next  morning  was 
directed  to  take  command  of  the  regiment,  the 
Colonel  having  resigned.  Sliortly  afterward  he 
received  a  notice  from  (ilov.  Kirkwood  to  call 
together  the  line  olliccrs  for  the  election  of  a  Col- 
onel and  he  was  unanimously  chosen.  There  had 
been  considerable  friction  and  trouble  in  the  regi- 
ment and  in  order  to  allay  any  jealoiisj-  among  the 
officers  who  out-ranked  him  and  might  feel 
aggrieved.  Major  Brown  refused  to  accept  the 
office  of  Colonel  until  he  had  the  oi)inion  of  the 
rank  and  file.  The  soldiers  also  voted  unaiiiniously 
for  him  and  from  that  time  there  was  perfect  har- 
mony in  the  regiment. 
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Col.  Brown  was  in  command  of  tlie  Third  Iowa 
through  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  after  its  sur- 
render the  regiment  followed  Johnston  and  tonlv 
pari  in  the  battle  of  Jaclison,  Miss.,  where  the  Col- 
onel was  severely  wounded  in  the  leg  fr(;m  the 
effects  of  which  he  has  never  yet  fully  recovered. 
He  had  been  wounded  in  the  hand  by  a  bnel<shotat 
llie  battle  of  Blue  Mills,  and  at  the  same  time  his 
clothes  were  perforated  by  bullets.  From  Jackson, 
Miss.,  lie  came  home  on  leave  of  absence,  remain- 
ing four  months,  when  having  partially  recovered 
he  rejoined  liis  regiment  at  Natchez,  Miss.  The 
following  spring  he  came  home  with  the  veterans 
of  the  Third  Iowa  on  a  thirty  day.*'  furlough,  and 
returned  with  them  to  Cairo,  III.,  and  up  the  Ten- 
ne.ssee  River  t(_)  Clifton,  inarching  thence  across  Ihfc 
Slate  1(1  Ilunlsville,  Ala.,  on  lo  Kingston,  Ga.,  to 
Home  and  to  Cartersville,  Ga.,  where  he  was  placed 
in  command  of  two  forts  and  other  fortilications,  m 
charge  of  transportations  and  mails,  and  had  to 
picket  thirty  miles  of  river,  having  at  one  lime 
lifteen  thousand  men  under  his  command.  Fi'om 
there  he  proceeded  lo  Atlanta,  where  he  was  dis- 
chai'ged  July  22,  18G4,  and  left  for  his  home  on 
the  same  day.  lie  served  over  his  time  at  the  spe- 
cial request  of  Gen.  McPhersor.,  who  wished  him 
to  re-organize  the  regiment,  since  when  its  term  of 
enlistment  vvas  out,  only  one  officer  had  re-enlisled, 
thus  leaving  the  regiment  without  experienced  offi- 
cers. Having  re-organized  it.  Col.  Brown  left  on 
the  morning  of  the  day  that  Mcl'herson  v.'as  killed, 
and  before  the  battle  commenced,  having  served  a 
little  over  three  years. 

Mr.  Brown  returned  to  retirement  as  he  hoped, 
but  he  was  not  allowed  to  remain  long  on  his  farm. 
In  1866  he  was  elected  on  the  Republican  ticket  as 
Representative  of  bis  district  in  the  Stale  Legisla- 
ture, and  re-elected  in  1868.  When  that  term  had 
expired  in  1870,  be  was  elected  Register  of  the 
State  Land  Office,  and  again  was  chosen  for  that 
position  in  1872.  This  term  of  otfice  closed  iiis 
public  service  in  1874,  and  he  returned  to  his  farm, 
where  he  has  since  lived  with  the  exception  of  a 
jieriod  from  1878  to  1882,  when  he  resided  in  llie 
South,  practicing  medicine  very  successfully.  He 
imbibed  sentiments  hostile  to  slavery  in  his  child- 
hood, and   these  grew  and  strengthened   with  his 


growth.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vole  for  James 
G.  Birney,  voting  that  year  in  Ohio  for  Governor 
and  Congressman,  and  on  uKjving  lo  Blichigan, 
being  there  considered  a  citizen,  w.as  allowed  to 
vote  for  President.  lie  was  active  and  prominent 
among  the  Abolitionists,  and  in  18.J6  was  chosen 
organizer  of  the  Republican  [larty  for  twelve  coun- 
ties in  Northern  Iowa,  and  by  general  consent  Was 
non-iinated  for  Senator  and  elected.  He  traveled 
and  spoke  all  over  ihese  counties  at  his  own  ex- 
pense, there  being  no  campaign  funds  in  those  days. 
The  positions  lie  has  held  amply  attest  iiis  valued 
services  and  his  inlluence  in  the  party  he  hel|)ed  to 
form  and  which  he  has  sleadil\'  supported  until 
1888,  when  Ihe  high  tariff  platform  caused  him  to 
vote  the  Union  Labor  ticket.  However  he  is  still 
Republican  in  principle,  but  opposed  to  the  meas- 
ure of  high  tariff.  He  supijorled  the  prohibition 
amendment,  and  is  as  radical  on  that  subject  as  he 
was  on  abolition.  In  1814  Mr.  Brown  became  a 
member  of  the  Ba|)list  Church,  but  soon  severed  his 
connection  with  it  on  accoinil  of  the  stand  taken 
againstanti-slavery  resolutions.  His  creed  is  strictly 
to  adhere  to  right  and  justice.  He  vvas  the  first 
commander  of  W.  W.  Warner  Post,  No.  46,  of 
which  he  is  still  a  member;  and  in  the  Masonic 
Lodge  to  which  he  belongs  he  has  served  as  .Senior 
Warden,  and  for  two  years  was  Worshipful  Master. 
He  is  taking  an  active  part  in  organizing  the  Farm- 
ers' 7\.lliance,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Menard 
branch.  His  acquaintance  takes  in  the  leading  men 
of  the  State,  and  he  richly  merits  the  res[)ect  and 
honor  given  him.  Col.  Brown  is  a  faithfid  citizen, 
was  a  loyal  and  efficient  commander  during  the 
late  war,  won  and  retains  the  confidence  of  his  busi- 
ness associates,  and  in  all  things  is  an  upright,  hoiv 
orable  business  man. 


RANK  E.  SANDERS  is  a  representative  man 
among    the    contractors    and    builders  of 
Fayette.     He  was  born  in  Chemung  Coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  October  9,  1854,  and  is  a  son  of  Joseph 
and  Clarissa  (Lilly)  Sanders,  both   of   whom  were 
I   natives  of  the  Empire  Slate.     Devoting  himself  tQ 
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farming   Joseph  Sanders   remained    in  New  York 

until  18.")6,  wlu'M  witli  liis  family  he  emigrated  to 
Kane  County,  HI.,  where  he  died  at  the  early  age 
of  thirty-six.  His  wife  spent  her  last  days  with 
her  son  in  Weljb  City,  Mo.,  dying  at  the  age  of 
fiflv-seveu  years.  The  immediate  descendants  of 
tills  worthy  eoni)lc  were  three  in  numl)er:  Frank  K. 
of  this  sketch;  Willis  K.  who  is  engaged  in  carpen- 
tering in  Webb  City;  and  Ida  M.  who  died  at  the 
age  of  three  3ears. 

In  taking  up  the  ()ersonal  historj-  of  our  subject, 
we  find  him,  during  liis  early  boyhood,  dividing 
his  time  betvveen  farm  labors  and  attendance  at  the 
district  school.  At  the  early  age  of  twelve  years 
he  commenced  to  work  in  a,  sash  and  door  factory 
at  Montgomery,  III.,  wliere  he  remained  for  eight 
years.  The  death  of  his  father  necessitated  his 
beginning  work  so  young  as  his  wages  were  needed 
to  help  support  the  family.  After  mastering  the 
business  he  worked  for  about  a  year  at  his  trade  in 
Chicago  and  in  1875  came  to  this  count}'.  He  had 
been  industrious  and  economical  and  with  the 
money  he  had  saved  heheliied  his  mother  improve 
the  farm  while  he  again  started  om|)ty  handed. 
With  only  a  knowledge  of  his  business  he  began 
life  in  Iowa.  For  a  time,  he  borrowed  tools  to 
work  at  his  trade  but  his  cai)ital  soon  increased 
sufHciently  to  justify  a  purchase  aiid  as  the  years 
have  (jassed  he  has  gradually  added  to  his  accumu- 
lations until  he  is  now  in  comfortable  circumstan- 
ces. 

On  the  lOlh  of  December,  1878,  Mr.  Sanders 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Sophia  Burkhart,  a 
native  of  Kendall  County,  111.,  and  a  daughter  of 
Michael  Burkhart.  Two  children  grace  their  union: 
Roy  W.  and  Fay  A.  In  1879,  the  j'ear  succeeding 
his  marriage,  Mr.  Sanders  removed  with  hia  young 
wife  to  Fayette,  where  they  have  since  made  their 
home.  Both  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  and  in  political  sentiment  he  is  a 
Prohibition  Republican.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Town  Council  and  of  the  Board  of  Health  and 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  rei)re?entative  citizens 
of  the  community  as  well  as  the  leading  contractor 
and  builder  of  Fayette.  Some  of  the  monumenls 
of  Mr.  Sanders'  skill  are  the  Opera  House,  the  North 
Hall  of  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  President  Bis- 


sell's  residence,  together  with  other  public  and  pri- 
vate buildings.  His  shop  is  the  best  equipped  in 
town  and  he  is  an  exceptionally  fine  workman.  A 
six  horse  engine  drives  plane,  molding,  turning 
and  other  machinery.  His  own  tool  chest,  a  mar- 
vel of  workmanship,  is  the  jiroduct  of  his  hands. 
His  patrons  are  many  and  the  satisfaction  which  he 
gives  those  who  employ  him,  insures  their  contin- 
ued patronage.  Honor  to  the  men  who  build  well 
the  material  structures  in  which  wc  live.  As 
worth}'  are  they,  in  their  sphere,  as  they  who 
preach,  or  teach,  or  make  our  laws. 


1/_.  KNRV  .1.  SCHROEDER,  who  is  engaged  in 
ji)  farming  and  stock  raising  on  section  lii, 
Windsor  Township,  was  born  September  24, 
[K^j  1840,  in  Mecklenberg,  German}',  and  is  a 
son  of  John  and  Sophia  (Neimanu)  Schroeder,  both 
of  whom  were  born  in  Mecklenberg  about  the  year' 
1812.  Their  family  numbered  two  sons  and  three 
daughters:  Sophia,  wife  of  John  Weir,  a  resident 
farmer  of  Bethel  Township;  Mary,  wife  of  John 
Winkloman,  also  of  Bethel  township;  John,  who 
married  Lena  (Juandt  and  resided  in  Windsor 
township;  Dora  who  became  the  wife  of  John  Weir 
and  died  in  Illinois  in  1855,  after  which  her  hus- 
band niarried  her  eldest  sister;  and  Henry  J.  of 
this  sketch.  The  year  1856  witnessed  the  emigra- 
tion of  the  Schroeder  family  to  America,  they  loca- 
ting in  Cottage  Hill,  Du  Page  County,  111.,  where 
the  father  died  a  few  months  later  on  the  26lh  of 
September.  The  mother  afterwards  accompanied 
her  son  Henry  to  Iowa,  where  she  spent  her  re- 
maining days,  dyin^  in  September,   1882. 

Our  subject  was  a  lad  of  sixteen  years,  when 
leaving  the  Fatherland,  he  crossed  tbe  broad  Atlan- 
tic to  America.  For  some  years  he  resided  in  Du 
Page  County,  III.,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and 
married  Miss  Frederica  Sladt,  the  union  being  cele- 
brated in  December,  18fi5,  at  Babcock's  Grove,  now 
Lombard,  111.  Mrs.  Schncder  is  the  sixth  child  of 
lo  and  Frederica  Stadt — there  were  three  girls  and 
the  boys,  five  are  living.     The  father  is   deceased, 
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the  mother  lives  with  her  daughter;  they  were  na- 
tives of  Germany.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scliroeder  have 
three  children:  William  Ernest,  who  was  born  in 
Oil  Page  County,  October  26,  18GG;  Minnie,  who 
was  born  on  the  farm  in  this  county,  June  4,  1868, 
and  died  in  July,  1876;  and  Emma  S.,  who  was 
born  June  1,  1870.  The  living  children  are  un- 
married and  still  reside  under  the  parental  roof. 

Mr.  Schneder  and  his  family  are  members  of 
Zion's  Congregation,  German  Lutlierau  Church  and 
have  many  warm  friends  in  llie  neighborhood 
where  tiiey  reside  and  where  they  have  made  their 
home  about  twenty-three  vears.  Mr.  Schroeder  is 
the  owner  of  a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  of  land, 
having  all  the  comforts  and  convienences  which 
tend  to  make  life  pleasant  in  a  rural  home.  His 
buildings  are  all  that  are  necessary  to  a  model  farm 
of  the  UHli  century  and  his  surroundings  indicate 
industr3',  tluift  and  economy.  He  is  practically  a 
self-made  man,  iiaving  by  his  own  efforts  acquired 
a  competence  which  enables  him  to  surround  his 
family  with  ever3'thing  that  goes  to  make  life  worth 
the  living.  In  politics,  his  sentiments  are  Demo- 
cratic but  he  is  of  that  liberal  type  that  believes  a 
good  Republican  is  better  than  a  bad  Democrat. 
Mr.  Schroeder  is  a  genial,  whole-souled  man  who 
lives  al  peace  with  his  neighbors  and  believes  in 
enjoying  life  as  it  comes. 


i^'E.y.  CONRAD  IDE,  pastor  of   Zion's  Con- 
gregation, German   Lutheran  Church,  was 


^'>  \\\  born  in  Jesberg,  Province  of  Fritzlar,  Hes- 
*\@)  sen,  Prussia,  July  25,  1837.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  he  emigrated  to  America  in  1854,  loca- 
ting in  Detroit,  Mich.  Three  years  later,  in  1857, 
he  went  to  Clayton  County,  Iowa,  and  entered 
Wartburg  Seminary,  an  institution  of  learning  con- 
ducted by  the  German  Lutheran  Synod  of  Iowa, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  1861.  Soon  after  he 
was  ordained  a  minister  of  the  gospel  in  the  church 
of  his  choice  and  received  a  call  from  a  congrega- 
tion in  Marine  City,  Mich.,  where  he  remained 
eight  years,  and  the  six  succeeding  years  he  spent 
as  pastor  of   a  church  in  Ottawa  Lake,  Mich.     In 


the  spring  of  1874,  be  was  called  to  the  church  in 
Iowa  City,  Iowa,  continuing  his  pastoral  duties 
there  until  1879,  when  he  accepted  the  pastorate  of 
of  his  present  charge.  As  an  evidence  of  Mr.  Ido's 
devoted  and  successful  labors  in  the  ministry,  it 
would  be  eminently  proper  to  record  some  of  tiie 
results  of  his  life  work.  Previous  to  locating  here, 
he  baptized  and  admitted  to  probationary  member- 
ship six  hundred  twent^'-five,  confirmed  in  the 
church  two  hundred  thirty-seven,  married  one 
hundred  six  couples  and  buried  one  hundred  sev- 
enty-four of  his  parishoners.  Since  locating  in 
Fa3'ette  County,  he  has  baptized  and  admitted  to 
probationary  membership  two  Iiundred  seventy- 
five,  confirmed  one  hundred  twenty-five  and  per- 
formed the  marriage  and  burial  ceremonies  an  equal 
number  of  times,  having  joined  in  wedlock  seven- 
th-one couples  and  laid  to  rest  seventy-one  persons. 
This  work  makes  a  great  total  of  nine  hundred  one 
baptisms,  four  hundred  confirmations,  one  hundred 
seventy-seven  marriages  and  two  hundred  forty- 
live  burials  or  an  average  annual  work  of  thirty-six 
baptisms,  sixteen  confirmations,  seven  marriages 
and  nine  burials  during  his  thirty'  years  in  the 
ministry. 

Mr.  Ide  has  been  twice  married.  He  wedded 
Miss  Anna  B.  Prottengeier,  daughter  of  Conrad 
and  Barbara  Prottengeier  of  Clayton  County,  Iowa. 
The  marriage  was  solemnized  November  10,  1861, 
and  unto  them  were  born  ten  children.  The  eldest, 
Conrad  Sigmund,  was  born  September  30,  1862,  and 
was  graduated  in  1882,  from  the  college  at  Men- 
dota.  III.,  his  father's  alma  mater.  Subsequently 
he  attended  the  Upper  Iowa  University  at  Fayette, 
entering  the  senior  class  and  was  graduated  in  1883. 
He  was  ordained  a  minister  of  the  German  Luther- 
an Church  in  1884,  and  is  now  in  charge  of  a  con- 
gregation at  Defiance,  Ohio.  In  1886,  he  married 
Miss  Anna  Kulman,  of  Toledo,  Ohio.  Emma  was 
born  October  15,  1864,  and  in  1883  became  the 
wife  of  Rev.  Albert  GuetzlafT  of  Capac,  Mich.; 
Minnie,  wife  of  Rev.  W.  Nolting,  of  Harmony, 
Minn.,  was  born  November  25,  1866  and  married  in 
1888;  Mary  was  born  September  25,  1868;  Henry, 
born  January  17,  1871  died  on  the  10th  of  Maj', 
following;  Katy  was  born  May  13,  1872;  Gottfried, 
born  August  17,  1874,  is  attending  school  at  Wart- 
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burg  College;  Bertha  was  born  Ma^'  29.  1877; 
Gustave  was  born  October  17,  1879;  and  Clara, 
born  December  26,  1881,  died  in  inf.-incy.  The 
deaUi  of  the  mother  of  this  family  occurred  Decem- 
ber 27,  18S1.  Mr.  Ide  was  again  married  June  12, 
1883,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  EliseGuetz- 
l;iff,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Emma  Guetzlaff,  of 
Lawler,  Iowa.  Four  children,  all  living,  grace 
their  union,  Lydia,  born  March  26,  1884;  Edward, 
November  1,  188.i;  and  Albert  and  Lizzie,  twins, 
born  September  1,  1887. 

Zion's  Congregation,  of  which  Mr.  Ide  has  been 
pastor  since  1879  was  organized  in  the  spring  of 
1858  by  Rev.  G.  Grossmann  and  Profs.  S.  and  G. 
Frilsclnl  from  Wartljurg  Seminary.  The  follow- 
ing year  the  fust  minister.  Rev.  Koeberle,  was  sta- 
tioned liere  and  in  1S60  was  succeeded  by  Rev. 
John  Diendoefer,  who  in  turn  was  succeeded  in 
1865  by  Rev.  II.  A'ogel.  In  1867,  Rev.  Edward 
Wachtel  became  pastor  and  in  1870,  was  followed 
by  Rev.  Fnenfstnck,  who  in  1872  was  succeeded 
bv  Rev.  John  Haumbach,  vvho  remained  in  charge 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  July,  1879.  In 
connection  with  the  church  is  a  parochial  school 
with  a  building  on  the  parsonage  grounds,  where 
the  elements  of  the  German  language  are  taught  to 
the  chihlren  of  the  parishoners  together  with  Bible 
historj-,  church  liturgy  and  the  usual  common 
school  branches  of  study.  This  school  is  carried 
on  about  seven  months  of  the  year  and  has  been 
taught  by  Mr.  Ide  during  his  connection  with  the 
church'.  From  thirty-five  to  fifty  children  receive 
instruction  in  this  school  and  enjo^'  the  additional 
privilege  of  attending'  the  public  school  in  the 
neighborhood  which  is  usually  open  during  the 
vacation  of  the  parochial  school.  Mr.  Ide  also  has 
charge  of  a  congregation  known  as  the  First  Evan- 
gel Lutheran  St.  Paul's  Congregation,  in  West 
I'nion,  to  which  he  preaches  every  second  Sunda}'. 
He  also  organized  churches  in  Banks  and  Bethel 
Townships  in  this  county  in  1880,  the  former  being 
called  Evangel  Lutlieran  St.  John's  Church  and  the 
latter  St.  Peter's  Church.  These  congregations 
are  now  in  charge  of  regular  ministers,  supplied  by 
the  German  Lutheran  Synod.  Mr.  Ide  has  been 
president  of  the  Northern  District  Synod  of  Iowa 
for  the  last  nine  j'ears.     I'ntil    1889,    the  district 


conprised  Iowa,  Minnesota,  Wisconsin  and  Dakota, 
but  at  the  annual  session  of  1899,  the  territory  was 
subdivided,  leaving  the  present  limits  Iowa  and 
Minnesota.  It  would  be  superfluous  for  us  to  add 
a  word  in  regard  to  the  usefulness  of  a  man  whose 
public  life  stands  out  before  the  people  with  the 
prominence  of  that  of  our  subject.  Few  indeed 
are  the  ministers  whose  influence  on  the  race  have 
been  greater  than  i\Ir.  Ide's,  as  portrayed  in  tiic 
foregoing  brief  sketch. 


ERMAN  BASSETT,  one  of  the  early  set- 
:  tiers  and  a  representative  farmer  of  Putnam 
Township,  residing  on  section  11,  was  born 
in  Lee  Townsliip,  Berkshire  County,  Mass., 
Fehruary  7,  1828.  The  Bassett  family  was  founded 
in  this  country  at  an  early  day.  Nathan  Bassett, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  probably  born 
and  spent  his  earlier  years  on  Cape  Cod,  whence 
he  removed  to  Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  about  1796. 
He  was  a  man  of  considerable  properly  and  left  a 
large  estate  to  his  children.  His  farm  was  improved 
with  all  the  accessories  known  in  those  days  and 
there  was  also  a  blacksmith  and  carpenter  shop  upon 
it  and  his  grain  was  ground  in  his  own  gristmill. 
He  possessed  a  strong  mind,  became  an  influential 
citizen  of  the  community  and  was  held  in  the  high- 
est regard  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  served  as  a 
Deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church  from  1826 
until  1842,  in  which  year  his  death  occurred. 

He  was  the  father  of  four  daughters  and  two  sons 
— Nathan  and  Gershom.  The  former  was  l>orn  in 
Warcham,  Mass.,  in  1793,  and  spent  his  entire  life 
upon  a  farm  in  Berkshire  County.  On  the  division 
of  his  father's  estate  he  received  the  old  homestead 
as  his  share  and  never  left  it  for  unfamiliar  scenes. 
He  became  Captain  in  the  State  militia  and  was 
also  a  prominent  citizen  in  the  community.  He 
could  do  all  kind!<of  work,  did  his  own  blacksmith- 
ing,  carpentering  and  even  did  the  shoemaking  for 
his  family.  He  was  zealous  in  church  work,  active 
in  all  public  enterprises  and  a  stanch  Abolitionist. 
He  voted  for  James  (i.  Birnej-,  the  first  Abolition 
candidate,  and  su|)[)orted  the  principles  of  that  party 
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when  it  was  a  dangerous  thing  to  do  so.  He  served 
as  Saperintendenl  of  tho  Siinday-scliool   for    many 
years,  for  a  long  lime  was  JJeacon  in   the  Congre- 
gational Churcii  and  when  at  last  he  was   called  to 
his  final  rest,  the  friends  and  relatives  who  came  to 
pay  their  last  tribuj;e  of   respect  to  the  dead  were  so 
numerous  that  no  larger  funeral  was  ever  seen   in 
the  county.      He  died  in  February,  1842,  at  the  age 
of  fort3-eight  years.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Maria  G.  Howk,  was  of  Holland  descent,   and 
belonged  to  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  that  com- 
munity.    The  Van  Huycks,  for  such  was  the  name 
originally,  came  from  Holland  to  New  York  in  the 
ship,  '-Golden  Eagle,"  in  1662,  and   in  the  list   of 
freeholders  of  the  city  and  county  of  Albany,  pub- 
lished   in    1720,    appears    the  name    of    Johannes 
Van   Huyck,  a  resident  of  Kinderhook.      In  1773, 
Richard  Van  Huyck,  probably  a  son  of    Johannes, 
removed  from   Kinderhook  to  Lee,  Mass.,    accom- 
panied by  his  wife,  five  sons  and  three  daughters, 
and  one  son  was  born  subsequently.     He  first  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  seventy-one  acres  of    land 
in    1771    for   £270,  and   afterward   increased     his 
lamled   possessions   until  he   owned  one  thousand 
acres  which  he  intended  to  settle  upon    his   sons, 
wisliing  them  to  become  farmers.  He  lived  in  a  log 
house  and  died  at  his  home  in  1777,  his  wife,  whose 
maiden   name  was  Jemima   Van  Dusen,  dying    in 
1779.     Three  of  his  sons,  Isaac,  Albert  and    John, 
settled  in  Lee.     The  last  named    is  the   father   of 
Mrs.  IJassett  and   the  gi-andfather  of   our  subject. 
He  was  only  thirteen  years  of  age  when  his  parents 
removed  to  Lee,  then  a  hamlet  containing  only  five 
families.     He   married     Catherine    Ilollenbeck   of 
Egreraont.who  was  also  of  Holland  descent  and  unto 
thcni  were  born  eight  children  who  were  reared  to 
habits  of    industry  and  independence.     The    fatlier 
and  sons   were  their  own    mechanics,  making   and 
repairing   their    own  wagons    and  tools,  and    the 
mother  and  daughters  wove  and  spun  the    flax  and 
wool  from  which  was  made  the   clothing  for   the 
male  members  of   the  family,  as  well  as  their  own. 
John  Howk  was  one  of  tlie  first  merchants  in    the 
town  of  Lee,  Mass.,  keeping  store  in   a  part  of   an 
old  log  house  which  his  father  had  built.    He  was  a 
man    of  tall,   athletic   frame,  strong  and  muscular; 
was  firm  in  his  convictions  and  if  he  believed   him- 


self to  be  right  maintained  his  opinion  against  all 
odds.  He  died  in  1783  and  his  good  wife  in  1849, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eight^'-six  years.  The 
name  had  gradually  changed  from  Van  Fluyck  to 
\'an  Howk,  and  finally  was  written  siini)ly  Howk. 
Maria  G.,  one  of  the  children  of  John  Howk  be- 
came the  wife  of  Nathan  Bassett  in  1817,  and  unto 
them  were  horn  seven  sons  and  two  daughters,  but 
the  latter  died  in  childhood.  The  sons  grew  to 
manhood  and  Alexander,  the  eldest,  was  a  promi- 
nent worker  in  church  and  educational  work  and 
from  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  engaged  in  teach- 
ing. Elisha  B.,  who  is  also  now  deceased  served  as 
a  Captain  in  the  late  war,  was  captured  and  con- 
fined in  Libb^-  prison  and  remained  in  Uie  service 
until  peace  was  declared  but  died  soon  afterward 
from  the  effects  of  disease  contracted  therein.  He 
was  Probate  Judge  in  Michigan  where  he  made  his 
home  for  some  time.  Henry  M.,  deceased,  was  an 
engineer  anil  farmer  who  resided  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Massachusetts;  Herman  is  the  next 
younger;  Chauncey  became  a  Brigadier  General 
during  the  late  war  and  was  killed  on  a  gunboat  on 
the  Red  River;  George  F.,  who  has  spent  many 
years  in  a  paper  mill,  is  now  the  owner  of  an  orange 
grove  in  Florida;  Charles,  who  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  enlisted  in  a  regimental  band  and  died 
in  the  army. 

Our  subject  remained  on  the  old  homestead  farm 
until  twenty-six  year*  of  age  and  received  a  good 
education  in  the  public  schools  and  in  an  academy. 
In  1853  he  went  to  Illinois,  locating  in  AVhiteside 
Count}',  on  the  Rock  River,  where  he  purchased  a 
farm.  Then  returning  to  Massachusetts  he  married 
Permelia  A.  Jenkins  on  August  28,  1854.  She  was 
born  in  Central  New  York,  and  with  her  parents, 
Robert  II.  and  Rlioda  II.  (Norton)  Jenkins,  went  to 
Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  when  eight  years  of  age. 
Her  mother's  death  occurrerl  in  the  Bay  State  and 
her  father  spent  his  last  days  in  Illinois.  Mr.  Bassett 
took  his  young  bride  to  his  new  home  in  the  West. 
They  were  thirty  miles  from  a  railroad  and  in  some 
directions  it  was  twelve  miles  to  the  nearest  neigh- 
bor. After  farming  in  that  State  until  November, 
1866,  Mr.  Bassett  removed  his  family  to  Fayette 
County,  Iowa,  locating  in  Putnam  Township.  The 
onl}'  building  upon  the  farm  was  a  dilapidated  log 
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cabin  and  into  this  they  moved.  At  one  time  a 
doctor  remained  willi  them  over  night  and  before 
morning  dawned  it  had  rained  heavily.  The  doc- 
tor made  no  comphxints  but  Mrs.  Bassett  found  that 
his  bed  was  very  wet  as  tlie  roof  had  leaked.  Some 
time  after,  he  again  came  to  their  home  and  when 
asked  to  remain,  looking  up  to  the  sky,  said  "I 
guess  I  will  stop  with  you  to-night  as  I  don't  think 
it  will  rain."  Such  a  house  was  the  first  home  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bassett  in  this  county.  He  purchased 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  and  now  has 
a  richly  cultivated  farm  of  two  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  and  in  addition  operates  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  rented  land.  He  engages  in  general 
farming  and  sheep-raising,  having  one  hundred 
heail  of  sheep,  also  good  grades  of  horses  and  cat- 
tle. He  makes  a  specialty  of  fancy  poultry,  geese 
and  (iucks,  and  the  barns  and  building  for  the  care 
of  his  stock  and  fowls  are  models  of  convenience. 
Hardly  an  improvement  for  this  farm  could  be  sug- 
gested for  it  seems  complete  in  all  its  appointments 
and  indicates  tlie  manager  to  be  thrifty  and  pains- 
taking. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bassett  have  been  born  five 
children:  Edwin  J.,  who  married  Kmma  Tucker 
and  lives  at  home;  Lewis  H.,  wedded  EmmaC.  Mil- 
ler and  is  also  on  the  old  farm  ;  Charles  H.,  is  living 
near  Strawberry  Point;  Mrs.  Clara  A.  Piatt  of  Clay- 
ton County ;  and  John  is  at  home.  He  was  born 
in  this  county  but  the  older  children  are  natives  of 
Illinois.  They  have  been  reare<l  to  habits  of  indus- 
try and  economy,  received  good  educational  advan- 
tages and  are  worthy  citizens.  The  parents  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church  of  Straw- 
berry Point.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  Mr.  Bassett 
was  made  a  Deacon  and  at  twenty-seven  years  of 
age  became  an  Elder.  He  and  his  wife  were  charter 
members  of  the  church  to  which  they  now  belong 
and  have  lived  consistent  Christian  lives.  At  an 
early  age  he  joined  the  Washingtonian  Temperance 
Society  and  has  since  been  a  stalwart  supporter  of 
temi)erance  principles,  having  during  the  campaign 
prece<ling  the  vote  on  the  prohibitory  amendment 
labored  untiringly  for  its  interests.  He  has  served 
as  Assessor  and  .Justice  of  the  Peace  for  three  or 
four  terms.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
\an    Buren,  supported  Fremont  in  ISoG.  and   has 


since  been  a  stanch  Republican.  He  believes  it  the 
duty  of  every  American  citizen  to  cast  a  fair  ballot 
expressing  his  views  and  each  election  day  finds 
him  at  the  polls.  Held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who 
know  him,  Mr.  Bassett  well  deserves  a  representa- 
tion in  this  volume. 


LFRED  NORMAN  HOB.SON.  junior  mem- 
ber of  the  law  firm  of  Ainsworth  & 
Hobson  of  West  Union,  is  one  of  the 
representative  ijitizens  of  the  county,  and 
is  well  and  favorably  known  at  the  bar.  A  native 
of  Allegheny  City,  Pa.,  he  was  born  on  April  1, 
1848,  and  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  Hobson, 
whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
The  first  seven  years  of  his  life  our  subject  spent  in 
his  native  State,  when  in  May,  1855,  he  came  with 
his  parents  to  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  locating  in 
the  town  of  Fayette.  He  received  liberal  educa- 
tional advantages,  pursuing  a  course  in  the  Upper 
Iowa  University  and  in  the  State  University  of 
Iowa.  Choosing  the  legal  profession  as  the  one 
which  he  wished  to  make  his  life  work,  he  began 
the  study  of  law  wiih  his  fatlier  and  witli  his  pres- 
ent partner,  the  Hon.  L.  L.  Ainsworth,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  on  April  27,  1870.  Three  years 
later  he  became  associated  with  that  gentleman  in 
the  capacity  of  clerk,  in  which  he  served  until 
February  22, 1875,  when  he  was  admitted  to  partner- 
ship and  the  existing  firm  w.as  formed. 

Mr.  Hobson  was  married  in  Allegheny  City,  Pa., 
August  8,  1878,  to  Miss  Mattie  K.  Ingham,  who 
was  born  in  tiiat  city  in  the  same  house  where  her 
husband  was  born  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  B. 
Ingham.  They  have  three  children,  two  daughters 
an<]  a  son,  all  born  in  West  Union:  Joseiih  Ingham, 
born  June  25,  1880;  Ida  Neeb,  born  April  17, 
188G;  and  the  youngest,  Florence  Louise,  born  on 
August  3,  1888. 

In  political  sentimcnl,  Mr.  Hobson  is  a  stanch 
supporter  of  Republican  principles  and  has  served 
one  term  as  Mayor  of  West  Union,  inoving  an 
cdicienl  and  capable  olficer.  He  has  made  hi»  home 
In  this  city  since  his  arrival  with  the  exception    of 


''6n4JtA' 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOgIiAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


245 


an  interval  of  two  ^ears,  from  April  1,  1871,  until 
Ma3'  29,  1873,  when  he  served  as  a  clerk  in  the 
Uniteil  States  Assessor's  oltiee  in  Dubuque,  Iowa. 
He  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  State,  April  22,  1873,  and  on  April  21,  1881, 
was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  district  and  circuit 
courts  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hobson 
attend  the  Jlethodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  takes 
considerable  interest  in  civic  societie-s  and  is  an 
honored  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  belong- 
ing to  West  Union  Lodge.  No.  611,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
Clermont  Chapter,  No.  G2,  R.  A.  M.,  and  Lang- 
ridge  Conimandery,  No.  47,  K.  T.  He  is  also  a 
charter  member  of  West  Union  Lodge,  No.  124, 
Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  leading  citii;ens  of  Fayette  County,  and  has  a 
wide  reputation  as  a  successful  lawyer.  His  library, 
one  of  the  finest  in  this  part  of  the  State,  affords 
him  much  pleasure  and  he  devotes  considerable 
time  to  the  study  of  history  and  mental  philosopiiy. 


^- 


E^ 


Ir-^^EUBEN  R.  PEMBER,  the  efficient  County 
lliir  Clerk  of  Fayette  County,  and  a  leading  at- 
torney of  Maynard,  claims  Wisconsin  as  the 
State  of  his  nativity.  He  was  born  in  Rock 
County,  .June  16,  1855,  gracing  the  union  of  John 
B.  and  Eimira  (Ransom)  Pember.  His  father  was 
born  in  Bradford  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1822,  and  the 
mother  in  Chenango  County,  in  the  same  State. 
They  were  married  in  New  York,  and  in  1845 
started  westward  with  the  intention  of  trying  their 
fortune  on  the  broad  prairies  in  the  Mississippi  Val- 
ley. They  located  in  Harmony  Township,  Rock 
County,  where  Mr.  Pember  opened  up  a  farm  and 
in  1868  came  tu  Harlan  Township,  Fayette  County, 
settling  in  what  is  now  Maynard,  then  the  village 
of  Long  Grove.  Both  are  still  living  and  they 
have  three  children,  of  whomour  subject  is  the  eld- 
est; Almira  Adell  is  the  wife  of  W.  S.  Brown,  of 
Maynard;  and  Joseph  Napoleotj  is  married,  and 
resides  at  home. 

In  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  our  subject 
was  reared  to  manhood,  Init  not  content  to  engage 
in  agricultural  pursuits  throughout  his  life,  he   be- 


gan the  study  of  law.  He  had  acquired  bis  literary 
education  in  the  schools  of  Maynard,  and  began 
fitting  himself  for  his  chosen  profession  under  the 
tutelage  of  L.  L.  Ainsworth,  of  West  Union,  and 
W.  A.  Hoyt,  of  Fayette.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  at  West  Union  in  September,  1882,  and  at  once 
began  practice  in  Maj'nard,  where  he  has  since  been 
actively  engaged  in  professional  work.  He  has 
also  been  prominently  connected  with  the  mercan- 
tile interests  of  this  place  for  some  years,  only  sev- 
ering his  connection  in  January,  1891,  when  he  felt 
his  duties  as  a  lawyer  and  County  Clerk  to  be  suffi- 
cient labor.  For  a  time  he  was  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Brown  &  Pember,  which  later  was  changed 
to  Brown,  Paj'ne  &  Co. 

On  the  5th  of  March,  1877,  Mr.  Pember  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Nora  Hobson,  a  na- 
tive of  Darlington  Heights,  111.,  and  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  (Parks)  Hobson,  the  former  born 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  in  the  Prairie  State. 
Her  father  was  a  potter  by  trade,  which  business  he 
learned  in  early  life.  He  went  to  Illinois  when  a 
young  man  and  there  became  acquainted  with  and 
married  Miss  Parks,  with  whom  he  now  resides 
near  Sioux  Falls,  S.  D.  Mr.  Hobson  was  also  for 
many  years  a  resident  of  this  county,  having  located 
in  Auburn  Township  in  1855.  Afterward  he  re- 
moved to  Smithlield  Township,  where  he  followed 
his  trade  in  connection  with  farming.  He  took 
quite  an  active  interest  in  local  political  affairs, 
supporting  the  Democratic  party.  In  the  family 
were  six  children:  Parks,  who  is  married  and  fol- 
lows farming  in  South  Dakota;  Harr,  Edward  and 
Charles,  all  of  whom  are  married  and  reside  in  that 
State;  Nora,  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Exhimenia. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pember  began  their  domestic  life 
in  Maynari),  where  he  has  resided  since  fourteen 
years  of  age.  They  have  four  interesting  children 
— John,  Mary,  Orville  and  Edwin,  who  are  attend- 
ing school.  He  cast  his  first  vote  for  Hayes  and 
Wheeler  and  afterward  was  a  supporter  of  the 
Union  Labor  party  until  1888,  when  he  identifled 
himself  with  the  Democratic  party  on  account  of 
the  position  which  it  takes  in  regard  to  the  labor 
question.  The  same  year  he  was  candidate  for 
County  Attonie}',  and  though  defeated  ran  about 
two  hundred  ahead  of  liis  ticket.     He  has  served  as 
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Maj^or  of  Maynard,  for  two  terms,  was  one  of  its 
Councilmen,  and  in  November,  18S9  was  elected 
County  Clerk  by  a  large  majorily.  He  takes  con- 
siderable interest  in  civic  societies,  was  made  a 
Mason  in  Hebron  Lodge,  No.  374,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
of  Oelwein,  and  became  a  charier  member  of  Sun- 
nyside  Lodge,  U.  D.,  A.  F.  ife  A.  M.,  of  Maynard. 
He  also  belongs  to  Pleiades  Chapter,  No.  86,  R.  A. 
M.,  and  Langridge  Commandery,  No.  47,  K.  T.  of 
West  Union.  Of  the  lodge  in  Sunnyside  he  is 
Treasurer.  Mr.  Pember  has  watched  with  interest 
the  development  and  progress  of  Fayette  County 
which  has  been  his  home  for  so  many  years.  Be- 
fore the  day  of  railroads  when  people  traveled  by 
stage  coach,  when  the  homes  of  the  settlers  were 
log  cabins,  and  when  tlie  greater  part  of  the  land 
was  still  undeveloped,  he  came  here,  and  with  its 
progress  and  advancement  has  been  identified.  He 
is  regarded  as  one  of  the  i)rogressive  and  enterpris- 
ing citizens  of  Maynard,  and  the  people  seem  well 
satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  he  is  discliarg- 
ing  tlie  responsible  duties  of  County  Clerk. 


AVID  E.  FUSSELL,  deceased,  as  an  early 
settler,  as  a  successful  business  man,  and 
as  a  worthy  citizen,  deserves  a  place  among 
tlie  representative  men  of  the  county  in 
this  volume.  He  was  born  in  Muskingum  County, 
Ohio,  October  30.  1822,  and  on  his  father's  side 
was  of  German  descent,  his  grandfather  having 
come  from  the  old  country  to  America  during 
Colonial  days  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  whence 
he  removed  to  Muskingum  County,  Ohio. 

Our  subject  had  very  meagre  advantages  for 
securing  an  education  but  he  made  good  use  of 
sucii  opportunities  as  he  did  have  and  supplemented 
tiiem  by  study  at  night  even  after  a  hard  day's 
work.  Having  thus  prepared  himself  for  teaching 
he  engaged  in  that  calling  for  several  3'ears. 
Among  his  pupils  was  a  Miss  Raeiiel  Jennings, 
wiiose  womanly  ways  attracted  his  attention  and 
ultitnatelj-  won  his  affections.  She  was  born  in 
Perry  County,  Ohio,  February  29.  1828,  and  has 
therefore  seen   the  recurrence  of  her  birtiiday  but 


fifteen  times.  Her  parents.  Isaac  and  Rhoda 
(Thorpe)  Jennings,  were  of  Irish  and  English 
descent  respectivelj'.  The}-  were  among  tiie  early 
settlers  of  Perry  County  and  both  lived  to  a  ripe 
old  age,  he  dying  in  Ohio  and  his  wife  at  the  home 
of  Mrs.  Fussell  in  this  county.  The}'  were  faithful 
members  of  the  Regular  Baptist  Church  and  iu 
their  family  were  fourteen  children,  seven  sons  and 
seven  daughters,  thirteen  -of  whom  lived  to  be 
growu,  and  of  whom  Mrs.  Fussell  is  third  in  order 
of  birth. 

The  year  1844  witnessed  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Fus- 
sell in  this  count}',  he  taking  a  claim  four  miles 
west  of  AV'est  L'nion,  but  after  a  short  time  he 
returned  to  Oiiio.  In  the  spring  of  1846  he  again 
came  West,  but  having  been  away  from  his  claim 
two  years  it  was  jumped,  and  he  located  in  Linn 
County.  Three  years  later  he  settled  at  Bear 
Grove  in  .Smith  field  Township.  At  that  time  there 
were  only  two  houses  in  West  Union  and  the  entire 
county  was  almost  in  its  primitive  condition,  but 
just  opening  to  civilization.  Starting  here  a  poor 
man  he  worked  hard  and  underwent  many  of  the 
trials  and  difficulties  incident  to  pioneer  life.  While 
clearing  up  a  farm  he  would  carry  his  dinner,  con- 
sisting chiefly  of  wild  meat  and  corn  dodgers,  to 
the  woods,  and  the  weather  being  cold  he  would 
often  iiave  to  break  the  frozen  bread  with  his  ax 
before  it  could  be  eaten.  About  1851  he  traded 
for  a  tract  of  brush  land  on  section  25,  Wcstfleld 
Township,  and  though  it  was  four  miles  from  his 
home  he  walked  back  and  forth  each  day  while 
preparing  a  shelter  for  his  family.  However  pros- 
perity attended  his  efforts.  The  boundaries  of  his 
farm  were  extended  jind  the  number  of  acres 
increased,  until  at  one  time  he  owned  over  two 
entire  sections,  and  his  homestead  farm  was  one  of 
the  finest  in  the  county.  By  good  management 
and  increasing  toil  he  became  one  of  the  wealthy 
men  of  this  part  of  the  county.  He  had  also  other 
sources  of  income  than  that  derived  from  landed 
property,  being  quite  an  extensive  money  leaner, 
but  he  never  charged  more  than  10  percent,  inter- 
est. In  connection  with  his  brother  Adam  he 
purchased  a  hardware  store  in  Fayette,  which  they 
carried  on  for  a  number  of  years,  in  the  meantime 
building   the   storeroom  now  occupied    by  Graf  & 
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Son.  In  1874  Mr.  Fussell  moved  to  Fayette  to 
enjo}'  a  little  well-earned  rest,  but  he  was  spared 
only  a  few  years,  dying  March  4,  1883.  Such  were 
the  hardships  he  had  endured  that  he  was  broken 
down  physically  by  the  time  he  was  forty  years  of 
age,  when  he  should  have  been  in  the  prime  of 
manhood. 

Politically,  Mr.  Fussell  was  a  Democrat  until  the 
war  after  which  he  identified  himself  with  the  Re- 
publican part}'.  He  was  not  a  man  to  seek  official 
recognition  but  served  as  Township  Trustee  and  in 
other  minor  offices.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
United  Brethren  Cluirch  as  is  his  wife.  He  was  a 
man  honorable  in  his  dealings,  liberal  to  worthy 
causes,  charitable  to  the  needy  and  universally 
esteemed.  His  family  consisted  of  twelve  children: 
Isabella;  Cordelia  married  Samuel  Fortner  and 
died  in  AVhitfield,  Kan.;  Martin  H.,  born  .January 
1.5,  185"2,  wedded  Mary  L.  Kingsberry  and  resides 
in  this  county;  Dorcas  is  the  wife  of  Lewis  Stans- 
bury  of  this  county ;  Horton  V.  married  Nellie 
Wait  and  is  living  in  Charles  City,  Iowa;  Pom- 
croy  B.  wedded  Jane  Holsworth  and  lives  in  Cali- 
fornia; Elias  married  Stella  Oregory  and  resi<les  in 
this  county  ;  Frank  II.  married  Ida  Bray  and  makes 
his  home  in  this  county;  Ophelia  is  the  wile  of 
Charles  Wiley,  of  Charles  City,  Iowa;  Araantha; 
Etna  V.  married  Henrv  Nobles;  O.  G.  makes  his 
home  with  his  mother. 

When  Mr.  Fussell  came  to  Iowa  he  had  a  wife 
and  $40  but  his  wealth  and  family  increased  to  an 
unusual  extent.  His  widow  still  resides  in  Faj'ette, 
a  splendid  example  of  the  hardy   pioneer  mothers. 


"il^HILETUS  L.  CHAMPLIN,  deceased,   was 

Jli   born  in  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  December 

'«^  <■"     7,  1827,  and  was  the  eldest  child  of  Josiah 

I  \  B.  and  Fannie  (^Tallett)  Champlin.  His 
father  was  born  in  the  Empire  State,  July  31,  1802, 
and  on  the  29tli  of  October,  1826,  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Tallett,  whose  father,  a  Hessian 
soldier,  came  to  America  during  the  Revolution- 
ary War  in  the  paj'  of  the  English  Government. 
He  decided   to  locate  in  this  country  and  had  one 


sister  and  four  brothers  who  also  became  residents 
of  New  York,  whore  they  engaged  in  farming.  By 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Champlin  seven 
children  were  born — Granville  H,  who  married 
Amanda  Miller,  by  whom  he  had  four  children,  is 
engaged  in  the  nursery  business  in  Jefferson  Town- 
ship and  also  keeps  on  hand  many  head  of  fine 
cattle  and  Normnn  horses;  Obedience,  born  Feb- 
ruary 4,  1830,  died  on  the  29th  of  August,  1848; 
Lydia  L.,  born  July  2G,  1833,  is  the  wife  of  Addi- 
son L.  Spencer,  who  is  engaged  in  the  livery  busi- 
ness in  Leonardsville,  N.  Y.,  and  unto  them  have 
been  born  three  children;  Emerancy,  born  March 
15,1836,  married  Sidney  Lewis  in  Columbus,  N. 
Y.,  and  came  to  Iowa  in  1  864,  locating  in  Jefferson 
Township,  this  county,  where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing until  his  death,  which  occurred  August  31, 
1S72.  His  widow  now  makes  her  home  in  Oelwein. 
The}'  were  parents  of  two  daughters;  Elijah  B., 
born  June  3,  1837,  enlisted  in  the  Sixty-first  New 
York  Infantry,  the  regiment  being  assigned  to  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  took  [)art  in  a  number 
of  engagements,  including  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks. 
He  died  in  July,  1863,  in  the  hospital  at  Newark, 
N.  J;  Ann  E.,  born  July  11,  1839,  became  the  wife 
of  Rev.  George  J.  Crandall  in  Madison  County, 
N.  Y.  They  have  four  children  and  reside  in 
Rhode  Island,  where  he  is  engaged  in  ministerial 
work.  Tlu^  father  of  this  family  died  in  September, 
187G,  having  long  survived  his  wife  who  passed 
away  in  1840. 

Our  sul)ject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
State  and  came  first  to  Iowa  in  1860.  He  pur- 
cluased  80  acres  of  land  in  Jefferson  Township,  but 
did  not  then  locate  thereon,  returning  to  New 
York,  where  on  the  24th  of  January,  1864,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ph(ebe  Miller,  who 
was  born  December  13,  1830,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Slephen  and  Fanny  (Hyde)  Miller.  In  their  fam- 
ily were  Benjamin  S.,  who  was  born  July  16,  1824 
married  Martha  B.  Coon  in  Madison  County.  N. 
Y.,  and  emigrated  westward  to  Dane  County,  Wis. 
In  1864  he  enlisted  for  the  late  war  with  the  rank 
of  Captain,  having  previously  served  as  Sergeant 
at  Arms  in  the  State  Senate  in  1862.  Fie  now 
resides  in  Wausau,  Wis.,  and  by  his  marriage  has 
three   children:       Edward    C,    born    January    "24, 
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1826,  wedded  Miss  Janet  Coon  in  Madison  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  now  resides  in  Norlli  Brookfield,  that 
State,  where  he  operates  a  cheese  factory.  Mrs. 
Cliamplin  is  the  nest  younger.  Amlirose  H.,  born 
October  20,  1832,  was  joined  in  wedlock  in  June, 
1854,  with  Marcia  Fowler,  and  unto  them  have 
been  born  two  ciiildren.  He  is  a  machinist  by 
trade  but  since  tiie  war  has  engaged  in  farming. 
He  enlisted  in  October,  1863.  in  the  One  Hundred 
and  Eigiity-flrst  New  York  Infantry,  was  wounded 
at  Spottsylvania  Court  House  in  tlie  left  shoulder 
and  stdl  carries  tiie  rebel  lead.  He  received  his 
discharge  in  October,  1864.  Gurdon  H.,  born 
August  7,  1836,  enlisted  in  the  Tenth  New  York 
Cavalry  in  November,  1861,  and  was  discharged 
on  account  of  disability  in  Alarch,  1862,  but  in 
July,  1863,  re-enlisted,  becoming  First  Sergeant  in 
the  Fifteenth  New  York  Cavalry.  His  deatii 
occurred  June  22,  1864,  a  prisoner  at  Stanton, 
Virginia. 

About  tw'o  years  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Champ- 
lin  brouglit  his  family  to  ids  farm  in  this  count}', 
whicli  lie  hail  purchased  in  18G0.  Tlie  home  has 
been  lilessed  witli  the  presence  of  sis  children,  but 
four  are  now  deceased.  Almon  H.,  born  June  14, 
1866,  living  in  Oelwein;  the  second  child,  a  daugh- 
ter, died  in  infanc}-;  Gurdon  B.,  born  August  9, 
1868,  died  on  the  3d  of  September,  1869;  and 
Carleton  E.,  born  May  20,  1870,  is  at  home;  Fan- 
nie C,  born  Septemlter  12,  1871,  died  March  7, 
1873;  and  Roscoe  S.,  born  February  7,  1874,  died 
February  8,  1875. 

Mr.  Cliamplin  was  an  industrious  and  enterpris- 
ing farmer  and  to  his  original  purchase  added  until 
three  hundred  and  fortj'-five  acres  paid  tribute  to 
his  care  and  cultivation.  In  connection  with  gen- 
eral farming  he  engaged  extensively  in  raising 
thoroughbred  Short-horn  cattle  and  a  number  of 
these  animals  are  still  on  his  farm.  As  a  citizen, 
he  was  true  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him.  In 
1875  he  was  elected  by  the  Republican  part}',  of 
which  he  was  a  stanch  supporter,  to  the  ofliee  of 
County  Supervisor,  which  position  he  acceptably 
fille<l  until  187S.  In  1874  he  helped  to  organize 
the  Fayette  County  Farmers  Mutual  Insurance 
Association  and  for  fifteen  years  never  failed  to 
attend  its  annual  meeting.     In  1885  he  was  elected 


Treasurer  of  the  Association  and  served  in  that 
capacity  until  his  death.  He  was  one  of  its  prom- 
inent and  efficient  members  and  was  also  one  of 
the  organizers  and  incorporators  of  the  State  Tor- 
nado Insurance  Associatioii,  of  which  he  was 
Director  for  several  years.  He  took  an  active  part 
in  politics  and  was  an  ardent  temperance  worker, 
also  a  zealous  member  of  the  I'niversalist  Church 
in  Oelwein.  He  was  always  found  on  the  side  of 
right  in  social  and  moral  reforms,  and  his  death, 
which  occurred  May  14,  1890,  was  mourned  bj'  a 
large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances.  His 
widow  still  resides  on  the  farm  with  her  son  Carle- 
ton.  They  have  a  pleasant  home  and  a  comforta- 
ble property  which  yields  them  a  good  income, 
supplying  all  their  needs. 


y^-^'iir^ 


/p^EORGP:    M.    SCHLATTl 

III  (— -  stock-raiser  residing  on 
""Vii^ijj    sor  Townsliip,  was  born 


^^EORGE    M.    SCHLATTER,    a  farmer  and 

section  14,  Wind- 
on  the  7th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1857.  under  the  slieltering  roof  of  the  old 
homestead  where  he  yet  lives.  His  i)arents  were 
Simon  and  Susan  (Scliaffner)  Schlatter.  His  father 
was  born  in  Baden,  German}',  October  9,  1827, 
and  came  to  America  with  his  parents  in  1834,  be- 
ing one  of  a  family  of  six  cligldren  who  left  their 
native  land  for  America,  but  before  reaching  this 
country  two  had  died.  The  living  are  George  J., 
now  a  resident  of  Kansas,  born  in  1834,  who  mar- 
ried Euphemia  MiHin,  by  whom  he  has  five  chil- 
dren— Wesley  G.,  Robinson,  Alvia,  Sylvia  and 
Frank;  Katie  A.,  who  became  the  wife  of  John  P. 
Smith,  and  after  his  death  married  Guslavus  E. 
Hennig;  Mar}',  who  became  the  wife  of  Christopher 
Bare,  now  deceased,  died  in  Kansas  in  1877,  leav- 
ing three  children:  Walter  M.,  now  living  in  Cliad- 
ron,  Neb.,  married  Louisa  Lauterbach;  Garrison, 
now  engaged  in  mining  operations  in  Colorado; 
and  Dillie  C,  wife  of  Martin  Kclley,  of  Britt,  Iowa. 
The  family  which  Simon  Schlatter  accompanied 
to  America  located  in  Ohio,  where  he  remained 
until  1855,  when  became  to  Fayette  County,  secur- 
ing a  farm  which  is  now  the  famil}'  homestead. 
In  the  spring  of  1856,  he  returned  to  Ohio,  where 
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on  the  20tli  of  April,  1856,  he  married  Susan  Schaff- 
ner,  wlio  was  born  in  Crawford  County,  that  State, 
March  20,  1833,  and  there  resided  until  her  mar- 
riage. She  is  a  representative  of  a  family  of  twentj- 
one  children.  Her  father  was  four  times  married. 
Of  her  full  brothers  and  sisters  there  are  six : 
Tiiomas,  who  lives  with  his  family  in  Western  Iowa; 
Jeremiah,  of  Mexico,  Mo.,  who  is  married  and  has 
two  children;  Katie  A.,  wife  of  Dr.  Dunn,  of  At- 
lanta, Logan  County,  111.,  by  whom  she  has  six 
children ;  Rachel,  who  married  Mr.  Hepler  and  re- 
sides on  a  farm  in  Michigan;  and  Ellen,  now  Mrs. 
Ilovey,  of  Terre  Haute,  Ind.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simon 
Schlatter  began  their  domestic  life  on  the  farm 
where  they  resided  until  after  the  death  of  the 
former.  He  gave  his  entire  attention  to  the  culti- 
vation of  his  land,  and  was  very  successful  in 
his  business  undertakings.  May  9,  1873,  while  en- 
gaged in  digging  a  hole  in  which  to  put  a  large 
bowlder,  the  ground  supporting  the  stone  gave  way 
and  he  was  crushed  under  a  weight  of  ten  or  twelve 
tons,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  died  seventeen 
days  later.  His  widow  was  again  married  Ma^'  20, 
1878,  becoming  the  wife  of  John  Edle,  and  resides 
in  Banks  Township.  Our  subject  has  one  brother 
and  four  sisters,  three  of  whom  are  living:  Gusty 
Ellen,  born  in  1858,  died  in  1862;  Mary  Catherine 
born  September  5,  1860,  died  August  20,  1862; 
Emma  M.  born  November  30,  1864,  lives  in  West 
Union;  Philly  H.  born  January  16,  1868,  lives  in 
Monticello,  and  is  in  the  harness  business;  and 
Susan  C^atherine,  born  Januar3-  4,  1873,  and  lives 
at  home. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  always  maintained 
a  home  in  this  county,  although  he  spent  two  years 
in  Kansas.  On  the  18th  of  December,  1884,  he 
married  Miss  Clara  Bell  Robinson,  who  was  born 
in  this  county,  October  23,  1864,  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  R.  and  Jane  A.  (Smith)  Robinson. 
Her  father  was  born  in  Ohio,  Jul>'  1,  1840,  and  is 
a  son  of  William  Robinson,  who  was  born  in  the 
Bucke}"e  State,  in  1818,  and  is  still  living.  Thomas 
Robinson  was  united  in  marriage  Januar3'  17,  1864, 
with  Miss  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Center  County, 
Pa.,  September  26,  1842.  Their  union  was  cele- 
brated in  this  county,  and  was  blessed  with  three 
children;  William  II.,  born  October  4,  1866,  mar- 


ried Eva  Otto,  in  Sanders  County,  Neb.,  December 
2.'),  1889;  Edward  Thomas,  born  December  11, 
1867,  Is  living  in  Nebraska,  and  was  married  De- 
cember 23,  1890,  to  Miss  Ilattledala;  and  Mrs. 
Schlatter  completes  the  family.  With  her  the 
mother  makes  her  home,  Mr.  Robinson  having  died 
in  Missouri,  December  19,  1877.  Previous  to  her 
marriage,  the  wife  of  our  subject  removed  with  her 
parents  to  Missouri,  where  she  spent  one  year  and 
then  returned  with  her  mother  to  this  county. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schlatter  have  been  born  two 
children," sons:  Dee  G.,  bora  March  21,  1887;  and 
Earle  R.,  November  6,  1889.  Mr.  Schlatter  is  a 
member  of  Round  Grove  Lodge,  No.  41,  I.  O.  O. 
F..  having  transferred  his  membership  from  Relief 
Lodge,  No.  138,  of  which  he  was  a  charter  mem- 
ber. He  also  belongs  to  Windsor  Lodge,  No.  127, 
Iowa  Legion  of  Honor;  and  was  confirmed  as  a 
member  of  Zion's  Congregation,  German  Lutheran 
Church,  in  1873.  In  polities  he  is  a  Democrat.  In- 
heriting those  sterling  qualities  of  his  German  an- 
i^estry,  which  go  to  make  up  the  honest,  industrious 
and  frugal  citizen,  we  have  in  Mr.  Schlatter  one 
of  the  representative  farmers  of  the  community, 
who  by  his  fellow-townsmen  is  highly  esteemed  for 
his  many  excellent  traits  of  character. 


Jji 


Sr-' ■»*r<^"^°t*' •->^^'< 


^,.|  LEXANDER  McFARLANE,   who    is    en- 

v@^lj    gaged    in    farming    on  section    13,    Scott 
I    Hi    Township,    has    been    a    resident  of    this 
(j^  county  throughout  the  3'ears  of  his  man- 

hood covering  a  period  of  more  than  a  third  of  a 
century.  He  is  of  Scottish  birth  and  a  son  of  Dan- 
iel McFarlanc,  who  will  be  well  remembered  by 
many  of  the  citizens  of  this  community.  His  father 
was  born  and  reared  in  Scotland  and  about  1833 
was  united  in  marriage  with  ]\Ii.ss  Nancy  McFar- 
lanc, who,  though  of  the  same  name  was  no  relation. 
They  spent  the  first  eleven  years  of  their  married 
life  on  the  British  Isles  and  in  1844,  accompanied 
by  five  children,  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  new 
world.  Thej'  settled  in  Lower  Canada  on  the  St. 
Lawrence  River,  about  sixty  miles  above  Montreal, 
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whence  they  earue  in  1856  to  Fayette  Count}',  Iowa, 
locating  upon  a.  farm  wliich  is  now  the  home  of 
our  subject.  It'was  then  wiM  and  unimproved 
ami  the  entire  country  seemed  but  just  opening  to 
civilization.  They  lived,  however,  to  see  a  great 
change  lake  [ilace  and  in  its  upbuilding  and  devel- 
opment bore  their  share.  Mr.  jNIcFarlane  was  an 
honest  and  industrious  farmer  and  his  death  which 
occurred  March  10,  1874,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four  years,  was  the  occasion  of  deep  regret  on  the 
part  of  many  friends.  His  wife  died  September  12, 
1878,  at  the  age  of  sixt3--four  years  and  seven 
months.  For  many  years  they  were  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  hut  in  later  life  Mrs.  Mc- 
Farlaue  united  with  the  Baptist  Church.  He  always 
voted  with  the  Republican  party  but  never  took  an 
active  part  in  political  affairs.  Their  children  are 
as  follows:  Daniel,  who  is  a  cajitain  of  a  vessel  on 
the  great  lakes  and  makes  his  home  in  Detroit, 
Mich.;  A'cx,  of  this  sketch;  Archie,  who  was  also 
a  captain  on  the  lakes  and  died  in  1870;  Mrs.  Mary 
Silling  of  .'^cott  Township;  Parley,  who  served  in 
the  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  also  follows  the  water; 
Peter,  who  served  in  the  same  regiment,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  same  occupation,  but  for  the  past  two 
years  has  made  his  home  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.;  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Crawford  of  Spokane  Falls,  Wash.;  John 
a  resident  farmer  of  Fairfield  Township;. James  and 
George  twins,  the  former  a  resident  of  Buffalo,  N. 
Y.,  and  the  latter  of  Chicago,  III. 

Our  subject  was  seven  years  of  age  when  with 
his  parents  he  crossed  the  ocean  to  Canada,  where 
he  remained  until  eighteen  years  old,  when  he  began 
life  for  himself.  Leaving  the  parental  roof  he  went 
to  Rock  Count}',  Wis.,  where  for  a  time  he  worked 
as  a  farm  hand.  It  was  there  he  met  his  wife  whose 
maiden  name  was  Bliss  Elizabeth  Addio.  The  mar- 
riage was  <:elebrated  September  17,  1858,  and  for 
five  years  they  continued  to  reside  in  Wisconsin, 
when  in  18C3  they  determined  to  try  their  fortune 
in  Iowa.  In  a  log  house  upon  eighty  acres  of  land 
they  here  began  life.  Their  pioneer  home  is  still 
standing,  one  of  the  few  landmarks  of  that  early 
day  yet  remaining.  Prosperity  li.as  blessed  his  in- 
dustrious efforts  and  he  is  now  the  owner  of  a  fine 
farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  whose  richly 
cultivated  fields  pay  to   him  a  golden  tribute.     He 


has  a  comfortable  home  and  many  improvements 
and  is  now  ranked  among  the  substantial  citizens 
of  Scott  Township. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McFarlane  has  been 
blessed  with  eight  children  and  though  some  have 
left  the  paternal  roof,  all  are  living  near  home. 
Daniel,  married  BHss  Amine  Lambert,  and  is  living 
in  Scott  Township;  .lolin  married  Amber  Trom- 
blee,  and  makes  his  home  in  Strawberry  Point; 
Margaret  is  the  wife  of  Allen  W.  Miller,  and  they 
too  reside  in  Scott  Township;  Parley,  who  mar- 
ried Leona  McLean  is  living  in  Clayton  County; 
Nancy,  William.  Bertha  E.  and  Alice  May  are  still 
under  the  parental  roof. 

Mr.  McFarlane  is  independent  in  his  political 
views,  holding  himself  free  to  vote  for  whoever  or 
wliatever  he  wishes.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential 
ballot  for  Abraham  Lincoln  and  was  a  Republican 
until  1876  when  not  wishing  to  support  Hayes  he 
voted  with  the  Greenback  party.  Since  that  time 
he  has  generally  affiliated  with  the  Democratic 
party.  For  twenty -seven  years  he  has  been  iden- 
tified with  the  history  of  Fayette  County  and  al- 
w.iys  with  its  best  interests.  He  is  an  influential 
citizen  and  his  power  over  others  he  uses  for  the 
benefit  of  any  objector  enterprise  which  will  pro- 
mote the  general  welfare. 

IHLANDER  DAVIS,  deceased,  was  born 
December  10,  1817,  and  died  at  his  home 
in  Alpha  on  the  2d  of  August,  1890,  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him.  Having 
been  so  well  and  favorably  known  throughout  the 
community,  a  sketch  of  his  life  will  be  of  interest 
to  many  of  our  readers,  and  we  therefore  insert 
this  biography.  The  native  town  of  Mr.  Davis 
was  Lake  Pleasant,  situated  in  Hamilton  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  his  parents  were  Luther  and  Anna 
(Rich)  Davis,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, in  which  State  their  marriage  was  cele- 
brated. His  mother  died  when  he  was  but  seven 
years  old,  after  the  emigration  of  the  family  to 
Thompson,  Geauga  County,  Ohio.  He  went  to 
live  with  the  family  of   David   Bailey,   remaining 
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under  their  hospitable  roof  uiUil  he  was  twenly- 
six  years  of  age,  working  the  farm  during  a  por- 
tion of  that  time  on  shares.  lie  married  Mis.s 
Eunice  Euphrasia  Talcott,  the  wedding  ceremony 
being  performed  in  INIadison,  Ohio,  on  the  2(Hh  <if 
June,  1843. 

In  September  following  Mr.  Davis,  accompanied 
by  his  young  bride,  emigrated  to  Rock  Countj-, 
Wis.,  having  previously'  purchased  a  farm  near 
Janesville.  For  twelve  years  he  there  resided, 
when,  with  his  family  he  paid  a  visit  to  friends 
residing  in  Eden  Township,  Fayette  County.  Iowa. 
Just  previously  he  had  sold  his  Wisconsin  liome 
with  the  intention  of  returning  to  Ohio,  but  the 
beautiful  little  hamlet  of  Waucoma,  situated  in  the 
"Garden  of  Eden,"  appeared  so  pleasing  that  he 
determined  to  make  a  location  in  that  vicinity  and 
purchased  a  farm,  a  portion  of  wiiich  is  now 
within  the  corporation  limits  of  the  city.  The 
family  resided  upon  that  farm  for  twelve  years 
when  Mr.  Davis  sold  and  removed  to  Alplia,  in 
the  same  township,  where  he  purchased  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  fine  prairie  land.  Upon 
his  farm  was  established  the  thriving  little  vil- 
lage of  Alpha,  and  with  the  history  of  its  up- 
building and  progress  he  is  prominentl}'  identified. 
He  there  continued  to  make  his  home  until  his 
death,  devoting  himself  assiduously  to  his  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  yet  finding  time  to  aid  in  the  sup- 
port of  all  worthy  enterprises  and  the  advancement 
of  any  interest  calculated  to  beneBt  the  communitj'. 
He  was  a  Republican  in  politics  and  his  sons 
have  followed  in  his  footsteps.  His  religious  belief 
was  that  of  the  Universalist  Church.  He  was  a 
man  of  sterling  worth  and  integrity,  having  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  a  very  large  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances,  among  whom  he  lived 
for  man}'  j'ears.  His  last  sickness  was  intensely 
painful,  but  all  of  his  sufferings  were  borne  with- 
out complaint. 

Mrs.  Davis  yet  survives  her  husband  and  makes 
her  home  in  Alpha.  In  their  family  were  born  ten 
children,  six  sons  and  four  daughters.  Anna,  who 
was  born  November  30,  1S44,  is  the  wife  of  Miles 
Holton,  of  Alpha.  They  have  an  adopted  son, 
Claire,  and  lost  their  only  child.  Algernon  Brad- 
ford, born  June  26,  1846,  enlisted   in    the    Forty- 


sixth  Iowa  Infantry  at  Greeley,  Iowa,  in  May, 
1864.  Though  a  youth  in  years  the  fire  of  patriot- 
ism burned  in  his  breast  and  he  importuned  his 
father  who  at  length  gave  a  reluctant  consent  to 
his  enlistment.  Disease  fastened  itself  upon  the 
young  lad  and  a  congestive  chill  terminated  his 
life  September  11,  1864.  He  died  on  board  the 
steamboat  "Silverware,"  which  was  anchored  at  the 
landing  at  Cairo,  111.,  where  his  remains  were  laid 
to  rest.  Ashbell  E.,  the  next  younger,  born  May 
15,  1848,  married  Record  S.  Jewett,  daughter  of 
Austin  and  Martha  (Marshall)  Jewett,  and  a  native 
of  New  York.  They  have  a  daughter.  Myrtle 
May,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Jesse  W.  Gist,  son  of 
George  and  Miranda  Gist.  Almon  and  Aimer  L., 
twin  brothers,  were  born  July  12,  1851.  The 
former  married  iSIattie  J.,  daughter  of  Reuben  and 
Lj'dia  Savage,  of  Madison,  Ohio,  and  they  have 
two  children — Richard  D.,  born  January  17,  1881; 
and  Fleeta,  born  December  24,  1886.  Almon  is  a 
carpenter  and  contractor  and  resides  in  Alpha. 
Aimer,  who  is  engaged  in  merchandising  in  Alpha, 
married  Ada  E.  Johnson,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Laura  (Jones)  Johnson,  and  unto  them  have 
been  born:  Laura  Fay,  March  13,  1878;  Har- 
old Aimer,  April  12,  1884.  EUie  M.,  born  Januarj' 
1,  1854,  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Johnson,  who  is 
superintendent  c>f  the  two  large  flouring-mills  of 
Crete,  Neb.  They  have  seven  children — Maud, 
born  December  16,  1874;  Roy,  August  24,  1876; 
Lyle,  August  8,  1878;  Fay,  May  15,  1880;  Erie, 
May  5,  1883;  Earl,  June  15,  1885;  and  Dean,  Feb- 
ruary  2,  1888.  The  preceding  children  of  the 
Davis  family  were  all  born  in  Rock  Count}',  Wis. 
Horace  Philander,  born  in  Waucoma,  March  18, 
1857,  married  Clarissa  A.,  daughter  of  Orlando 
and  Eliza  (Broadbent)  Clark,  of  Alpha,  by  whom 
he  had  one  child — EUie,  who  was  born  August  19, 
1882,  and  died  May  7,  1885.  The  mother  died  in 
Pueblo,  Colo.,  of  consumption,  June  20,  1884. 
In  November,  1886,  he  wedded  Candis  U.  Sperry, 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Lydia  (Potter)  Sperry. 
They  have  one  child,  Clarissa,  born  September  9, 
1890.  Hendrick  S.  N.,  born  March  24,  1859,  in 
Waucoma,  a  resident  farmer  of  Bethel  Township, 
wedded  Lizzie  A.,  daughter  of  Oliver  and  Sarah 
Campbell,    and  they    have    three  children — Otto, 
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born  May  28,  1883;  Philander  O.,  February  4, 
1885;  and  Sarah  E.,  in  April,  1889.  Emile  E., 
born  in  Waneonia  May  24,  18G1,  is  the  wife  of 
(iiMirge  \V.  Slianafelt.  a  mereliant  of  Wilson ville, 
Nrb.,  by  whom  she  had  two  children — George 
Herbert,  born  February  8.  1880;  and  Linn  Davis, 
.Inly  28,  1888.  Lillie  M.,  born  October  8,  1865, 
in  Waueonia,  is  the  wife  of  William  Dooley,  who 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania  July  IG,  1857,  and  is  a 
son  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  ( Derek)  Dooley.  They 
now  resi<le  on  the  Davis  homestead. 


^¥r 


<«\  IfelLLIAM  THORMAN,  a  representative 
\/\/l/  f*''™^""  'Jf  Oran  Township,  residing  on  sec- 
^^J  tion  1,  has  been  a  residentof  the  county 
since  1856  and  lias  made  his  home  in  the  State 
since  1853,  coming  here  from  Dubuque  County. 
where  he  had  settled  immediately  after  crossing  the 
Atlantic  to  America  from  Germany,  his  native 
land.  He  is  a  son  of  Frederick  A.  Tliorman,  who 
was  born  in  that  country  in  1801  and  belonged  to 
a  family  of  three  chihlren.  On  attaining  to  mature 
years  Frederick  Tliorman  was  uniteil  in  marriage 
with  Mary  Myers  in   1825. 

Frederick  Tliorman  emigrated  to  Ameiica  with 
his  family  in  1853,  locating  in  Dubuque  County, 
Iowa,  and  in  1856  came  to  this  county  where  he 
and  lii.s  wife  spent  their  last  days.  His  death 
occurred  in  1885,  his  wife  departing  this  life  in 
1878.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children: 
Mary  became  the  wife  of  Gustavus  Warner,  a 
farmer  who  came  to  Jefferson  Township  in  1857  but 
is  now  living  a  retired  life  in  Oelwein,  the  income 
derived  from  his  propertj'  being  sullieient  to  keep 
him  and  his  wife  during  their  remaining  d.ays; 
Frederick  removed  from  Dubuque  County,  Iowa, 
in  1883  to  Texas,  where  he  is  still  living;  Dora  is 
ihe  wife  of  Fred  Swartz  who  settled  in  Jefferson 
Towi)slii|)  ill  ISfiiS,  where  he  now  owns  a  good  farm 
of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  and  they  have 
six  children;  William,  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch,  is  the  next  younger;  Charlie  came  to  this 
county  in  185G.  locating  in  Oran  Township  where 
he  yet  makes   his   home,   and    he   married  Minnie 


Schmiot  in  1860  and  three  children  grace  their 
union;  Augusta  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Sage,  by  whom 
she  has  three  children,  and  they  reside  in  Buchanan 
County  where  Mr.  S.age  owns  a  farm  and  an  inter- 
est in  a  grist  mill  vThieli  he  himself  operates;  Au- 
gust, who  wedded  Mary  Schmiot  in  1871,  and 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Jefferson  Township,  sold  out 
in  1883  and  removed  to  Antelope  County,  Neb., 
where  he  owns  a  large  stock  farm  of  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres,  u|)on  which  are  many  fine  cattle, 
and  tliej'  also  have  three  children;  Lewis,  who 
in  1875  wedded  Mary  Meyers  by  whom  he  has 
four  children,  took  up  his  residence  on  a  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Jefferson  Town- 
shi)),  but  at  length  disposed  of  his  property  in  this 
State  and  removed  to  Northern  Nebraska  where  he 
made  his  home  for  some  time,  when  he  returned  to 
Southern  Iowa;  .lulia  look  care  of  her  parents  until 
their  death  and  is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead 
farm  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  in  Jefferson 
Township;  ,Iolin,  who  married  Dora  ISIeyers,  is  ex- 
tensively engageil  in  farming  antl  stock-raising  and' 
also  in  tlie  tlairy  business,  on  a  good  farm  of  three 
hundred  acres  in  Jefferson  Township,  and  seven 
children  have  been  born  of  his  marriage,  of  whom 
five  are  living. 

In  his  native  laud  William  Thorman,  our  sub- 
ject, learned  the  blacksmith's  trade  but  has  made 
farming  his  principal  occupation  through  life. 
With  the  family  he  came  to  America  in  1853  and 
three  years  later,  in  1856,  became  a  resident  of  this 
county  where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  His  firsti 
purchase  of  land  consisted  of  an  eighty-acre  tract 
in  Oran  Township  and  upon  it  he  at  once  com- 
menced farming  for  himself.  An  industrious  and 
enterprising  citizen  he  worked  untiringly  to  place 
his  land  under  cultivation,  and  as  time  passed  and 
his  financial  resources  were  increased  he  extended 
the  boundaries  of  his  farm  until  it  now  com|)rises 
four  hundred  acres.  The  many  improvements 
upon  it  are  all  the  work  of  his  hands  and  stand  as 
monuments  to  his  thrift  and  enteritrise.  He  has 
been  blessed  with  prosperity  yet  his  pathway  has  not 
all  been  a  smooth  one.  He  underwent  the  usual 
hardships  and  trials  of  pioneer  life,  such  as  going 
to  mill  at  Independence,  a  distance  of  twenty-four 
miles.  The  nearest  post-ofIic(!  was  at  Corytown,  ten 
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miles  awaj'.  At  the  time  of  his  arrival  Oran 
Township  was  not  yet  organizerl  and  few  indeed 
were  its  settlements.  One  could  ride  for  miles  over 
the  prairie  without  coming  across  any  fence  to  im- 
pede his  progress.  The  deer  were  still  numerous 
and  furnished  many  a  meal  in  the  pioneer  homes 
while  wild  fowl  of  all  lands  w.as  found  in  abundance. 
As  a  helpmate  on  life's  journey  Mr.  Thorman 
chose  Miss  Augusta  Sclimiot  and  they  were  mar- 
ried in  1858,  in  Oran  Township.  Their  union  has 
been  blessed  with  ftmr  children:  Minnie,  who  was 
born  in  1859,  died  February  2.3,  1880;  Albert, 
born  in  December,  1863,  is  yet  at  home;  Emma, 
born  in  November,  1867,  became  the  wife  of  Kmil 
.Swartz,  who  owns  a  good  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  in  Oran  Township,  and  by  her  marriage 
has  two  children;  Agnes,  born  in  August,  1878, 
died  in  the  month  of  January  following.  The 
Thorm-Tu  famdy  has  long  resided  in  this  commu- 
nity and  their  friends  throughout  the  surrounding 
country  are  many.  Our  subject  has  won  for  him- 
self the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  with  whom  he 
has  come  in  contact  by  his  straightforward  course, 
his  self-reliance  and  the  interest  he  h?s  taken  in  the 
enterprises  that  are  calculated  to  aid  in  the  advance- 
ment of  the  community  and   its  upl)uilding. 
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<^|OHN  L.  DAVIS,  of  West  Auburn,  Iowa,  is 
a  native  of  New  York.  He  was  born  in 
Schaghticoke  Point,  Rennselaer  County, 
;  February  25,  1824,  and  is  a  son  of  D.  W.  C. 
Davis,  who  was  born  in  1800,  of  Welsh  and  Knglish 
descent.  When  a  young  man  he  learned  the 
trade  of  a  miller  and  followed  that  business 
for  many  years.  He  married  Miss  Pauline  E. 
Singer,  who  was  born  in  New  York,  in  1805,  of 
German  parentage.  She  died  leaving  five  children 
and  Mr.  Davis  was  afterward  twice  married,  having 
in  all,  a  family  of  fifteen  children.  Of  the  imme- 
diate family  of  our  subject,  he  is  the  only  son  and 
also  the  eldest  child.  Minerva  M.,  born  in  October 
1826,  married  J.  W.  Burhans,  of  Wisconsin  and 
died   in    1883,  leaving  one  child;  Sarah  A.,  born 


July  24,  1828,  became  the  wife  of  J.  H.  Burbans, 
of  Whitewater,  Wis.,  and  with  their  only  child  they 
reside  in  Castalia,  Iowa;  Lydia  M.,  born  May  8, 
1830,  raarrieil  John  D.  Bennett,  of  Maryland,  Ot- 
sego County,  N.  Y.,  is  now  the  mother  of  three 
children  and  resides  in  the  State  of  Washington ; 
Rachel  D.,  was  born  April  3,  1832,  and  became 
the  wife  of  James  M.  Lawrence,  of  Wisconsin, 
who  was  accidentally  killed  in  1855,  leaving  two 
children;  she  is  now  the  wife  of  C.  S.  Farley,  of 
Chicago. 

In  the  Empire  State  our  subject   was   reared   to 
manhood,   s|jending  his   boyhood   days  under  the 
parental  roof,  and  on  attaining  to  mature  years  was 
j(jined  in  wedlock  in  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  March 
1,  1846,  with  Miss  Mary  J.  Brown,  who  was   born 
December  14,  1826,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Stephen 
S.  and   Betsy    (Salisbury)    Brown.     The  marriage 
was  celebrated  in  her  native  city  and  by  their  union 
were   born   nine   children,  the  eldest  of    whom  is 
George  Read.     He   was   born   in  Maryland,  N.  Y.( 
January   17,  1847,  served  three  years  during  the 
late  war  on  the  Western   frontier  as  a  member  of 
Company    C,  Sixtli  Iowa   Cavahy,   and    is  now  a 
resident  of  Montana.     Jay  Clay,  who  was  born  in 
Maryland,  N.  Y.,  on  the  28th  of  October,  184  8,  and 
is  now  living  in  Wisconsin,  enlisted  in  Company  C, 
Twelfth   Iowa  Regiment,  ;May    1864,   and   served 
until  the  close  of  the  war;  he  married  Sarah  E.  Gor- 
don, February  18,  1870;  John  Penn,  born  in  Mid- 
dlefleld,  Otsego   County,  N.  Y.,  August  17,  1850, 
married  Sarah  Wells,  February   12,   1872,  and  re- 
sides in  Billings,  Mont.;  Delos  Guy,  born  in  West- 
ford,   N.  Y.,  October    23,    1852,   is  a  resident    of 
Spokane  Falls,  Wash.;  William  Wirt,  born  in  West- 
ford,  July  21,   1854,   married    Harriet  F.  Nichols, 
August  18,  1875;  Charles  Sumner,  who  was   born 
in  Douglas,  Iowa,  September  12,  1856,  was  married 
on  the  22d  of  October,  1877,  to  Beatrice  Kennedy, 
Paulina  Elizabeth,  born  August  20,  1858,  in  Doug- 
las, became  the  wife  of  W.  A.  Elliott,  February  27, 
1878;   Abraham  Lincoln,  born   in   Douglas,  April 
29,  1862,  died  February  5,  1863;  Ulysses  Sanders, 
born  in  Douglas,  May  12,  1865,  is  now  engaged  in 
railroading  with  headquarters  at  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
When  a  young  man  John  L.  Davis   learned  the 
trade  of  a  miller  with  his  father,  and  begame  ex- 
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pert  in  the  business.  He  came  to  the  j'Oiing  State 
of  Iowa  in  1855,  liis  services  were  in  constant  de- 
mand in  the  line  of  his  chosen  profession.  He  was 
employed  to  operate  the  West  Auburn  Mills  for 
nine  years  and  ground  the  first  grain  ever  sent  out 
from  that  mill.  In  August,  1859,  he  went  to  Fay- 
ette and  operated  the  Westfleld  Jlill  until  the 
autumn  of  1861.  In  the  month  of  October  he 
rented  the  East  Auburn  Mill  wliich  lie  was  operat- 
ing when,  believing  it  his  duty  to  aid  his  country 
in  her  struggle  to  put  down  the  Rebellion,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  C,  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry,  Septem- 
ber 22,  1862.  He  served  with  his  regiment  on  the 
western  frontier  and  was  taken  sick  in  INIarch,  1863, 
but  remained  with  his  command  in  Dakota  until 
the  following  June,  when  he  was  sent  home  on  a 
sick  furlough.  This  was  the  origin  of  the  lung 
trouble  which  has  made  him  an  invalid  ever  since. 
Although  still  in  poor  health,  he  was  ordereil  to 
report  at  Davenport,  Iowa,  December  26,  1863,  and 
in  May,  186+,  received  a  discharge  furlough  which 
authorized  him  to  remain  at  home  subject  to  the 
orders  of  the  Government.  Receiving  no  perma- 
nent benefit  from  medical  treatment  he  was  tinally 
discharged  from  the  service  July  4,  1864,  on  ac- 
count of  physical  disability. 

Mr.  Davis  at  once  returned  to  his  home  in  West 
Auburn  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  has  taken 
an  active  interest  in  public  affairs  and  has  been  a 
worthy  citizen.  Politically  he  is  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican aud  a  recognized  leader  in  liis  party.  Few 
conventions  have  met  in  the  last  twenty-five  years 
that  he  has  not  attended  and  his  opinions  carry 
weight  with  them  with  his  colleagues.  He  has  held 
various  township  oflices,  for  fourteen  years  served 
as  Notary  Public  and  has  held  the  office  of  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  eight  consecutive  years.  He  was 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  School  Directors  of  Au- 
burn Township  for  fourteen  years  and  sub-directoi 
for  nearly  as  long.  Socially  he  is  a  worthy  mem- 
ber of  Fayette  Lodge,  No.  60,  I.  (J.  O.  F.,  a  Past 
(irand  of  that  order  and  served  one  term  as  Rep- 
resentative to  the  Grand  Lodge  and  district  deputy 
Grand  Master  of  the  District.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  West  Union  Encampment,  No.  57,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
having  joined  the  order  of  the  Triple  Links  in 
September,  1852,  since   which  tiijie,  over  thirty- 


eight  years,  he  has  been  a  contributor  thereto.  Mr. 
Davis  has  been,  during  his  more  youthful  and 
healthful  ^ears  an  active  worker  in  and  defender 
of  the  principles  of  Odd  Fellowship.  A  pioneer 
citizen  of  Fayette  County,  he  is  likewise  a  pioneer 
Odd  Fellow  of  Iowa,  having  joined  the  order  in 
New  York  previous  to  the  organization  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa.  The  writer  hereof  had  the 
pleasure  of  reading  the  preamble  and  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  I^lk  Creek  Lodge,  No.  383,  of  New 
York,  April  24,  1855,  which  expressed  their  deep 
regrets  on  the  occasion  of  Jlr.  Davis'  removal  to 
Iowa  for  they  thus  lost  one  of  their  best  members. 
He  is  an  honored  member  of  Abernethy  Post,  No. 
48.  G.  A.  R.  of  West  Union.  We  have  thus  given 
a  brief  summary  of  the  life  of  one  of  Fayette 
County's  most  valued  citizens,  who  since  the  early 
days  in  its  history  has  been  identified  with  its 
growth  and  progress  and  made  many  warm  friends 
who  esteem  him  highly  for  his  sterling  worth. 


5^RANC1S  B.  JSIINER.     Among  the  leading 


farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Center  Town- 
shii)  may  be  classed  our  subject,  who  resides 
on  section  28.  He  is  a  native  of  the  Bay  State, 
where  he  was  horn  in  1835,  being  the  fifth  child  in 
a  famih'  of  nine,  whose  parents  were  Horace  and 
Elizabeth  (Brown)  Miner.  They  also  were  natives 
of  Massachussetts  and  removed  thence,  in  1849,  to 
Ashtabula  County.  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Miner  cleared 
land  and  developed  a  farm.  Throughout  his  entire 
life  he  engaged  in  agricultur.al  pursuits  and  met 
with  a  fair  degree  of  success  in  his  undertakings. 
His  death  occurred  in  1889,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
(ive  years,  his  wife  having  passed  away  in  1870. 
The  family  is  of  English  origin,  and  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
Of  the  nine  children  born  to  Horace  Miner  and  his 
wife,  six  <ire  yet  living,  namely:  Ezariah,  who  is 
married  and  resides  in  Ohio;  Dwight,  who  is  mar- 
ried and  lives  in  Minnesota;  Horace,  also  married, 
residing  in  Wisconsin;  Elliott,  who  is  marrieil  and 
makes  his  home  in  Ohio;  Elizabeth,  now  Mrs. 
Miner,  of  the  Buckeye  State;  and  Amanda,  noT 
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Mrs.  Simmons,  of  Pennsylvania;  Jerome,  who 
enlisled  in  the  service  during  the  late  war,  became 
Captain  of  an  Iowa  company  and  was  killed  on  the 
skirmish  line. 

Like  hundreds  of  others  Francis  Miner  acquired 
his  education  in  tlie  district  schools  and  by  subse- 
quent reading,  observation  and  experience  has 
made  himself  a  well-informed  man,  possessing  a 
general  fund  of  information  which  enables  him  to 
converse  intelligibly  on  almost  every  subject.  De- 
voting his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  he 
spent  the  years  of  his  manhood  in  Oiiio  until  com- 
ing West  in  1873,  with  tlie  exception  of  the  time 
of  his  service  in  the  late  war.  Willi  the  desire  to 
aid  liis  country  in  the  preservation  of  tlie  I'liion  he 
enlisted  at  Mecca,  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  in  Octo- 
ber, 1861,  as  a  member  of  Company  I,  Sixth  Ohio 
Cavalry,  and  was  assigned  to  the  Eastern  army 
under  Fremont,  in  the  Shenandoah  ^'aliey.  He 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Shenandoah,  the  two 
hard-fought  battles  of  Bull  Run,  the  Seven  Days 
Battle  of  the  Wilderness  and  all  the  engagements 
around  Richmond.  He  was  slightly  wounded  by  a 
spent  ball  but  otherwise  escaped  unijijured  anil 
faithfully  served  until  his  term  of  enlistment  had 
expired,  when  in  October,  1864,  he  went  to  Peters- 
burg and  received  his  discharge. 

Returning  to  Ohio  Mr.  Miner  once  more  resumed 
farming,  and  in  Ashtabula  County,  in  1866,  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  F^liza  JSIarvin,  a  na- 
tive of  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  George  and  Eliza 
Marvin,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Pennsylvania 
and  at  an  early  day  removed  to  the  Buckeye  State. 
Her  father  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-five 
years,  and  her  ■  mother  is  living  at  the  age  of 
seventy-seven  years.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miner 
have  been  born  four  children:  Amber,  now  Mrs. 
Odekirk,  of  Center  Township;  Blanche,  Ella  and 
Clyde. 

On  coming  to  this  county  in  1873  Mr.  Miner 
purchased  land  and  improved  a  farm.  He  is  now 
the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  under 
a  good  state  of  cultivation  and  furnished  with  good 
buildings.  He  is  industrious,  and  one  of  the  im- 
portant characteristics  of  his  life  is  uprightness, 
which  has  won  him  universal  regard.  He  takes  an 
active  interest  in   political  affairs  and  votes  with 


the  Republican  party.  He  has  served  as  Trustee 
for  two  years,  was  Constable  for  many  years  and 
has  been  School  Treasurer  for  seven  years.  The 
duties  of  these  public  positions  have  ever  been 
faithfLdly  discharged  as  is  shown  by  his  long  con- 
tinued service.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  Van- 
dalia  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  Treasurer  of  the 
order.  His  wife,  a  wortiiy  and  estimable  lady,  is  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 


ATHIAS  DUCLOS,  a  retired  farmer  and 
honored  pioneer  of  the  county,  where  for 
t  forty  years  he  has  resided,  was  born  in 
Kaltenhausen,  St.  Rhine,  France,  Novem- 
ber 30,  1819.  His  parents,  Mathias  and  Maria 
Ann  ( Altenberger)  Duclos,  were  born  in  tlie  same 
place,  the  father  in  1795  and  the  mother  in  1798. 
In  their  native  land  they  were  married  and  one  son, 
our  subject,  was  born  unto  them.  Bidding  good- 
by  to  home  and  friends,  they  sailed  for  America  in 
1826,  landing  in  Boston,  Mass.,  whence  the}'  went 
to  New  York  City,  later  to  Alban}-,  Itica  and  Buf- 
falo, and  thence  crossed  the  lake  to  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
continued  on  to  Canton,  Ohio,  and  from  there 
removed  to  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  remaining  in  that  city 
about  eleven  j'ears.  Their  next  place  of  residence 
was  in  F^ranklin  County,  Ind.,  where  they  spent 
twelve  years,  the  father  d3'ing  in  that  county  in 
1847.  His  wife,  who  survived  him  live  years,  died 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  In  their  family  were  eight 
children,  who  attained  to  mature  years.  Our  sub- 
ject was  the  onl3'  one  born  in  France:  Joseiih  and 
Lawrence  were  natives  of  Pittsburg  and  the  j'ounger 
members,  Anthony,  Louis,  Mary,  Barbara  and 
Lena  were  born  in  Franklin  County,  Ind.  All  are 
now  deceased  except  our  subject.  Louis  and  Maiy: 
the  two  latter  reside  in  Cincinnati. 

Our  s^ibject  was  a  lad  of  seven  years  when  he 
came  to  America  with  his  parents.  He  was  reared 
to  manhood  in  I'ittsburg,  Pa.  and  Franklin  County, 
Ind.,  where  he  became  acquainted  with  and  mar- 
ried .Julia  Ann  Stathel,  eldest  daughter  in  a  family 
of  four  children,  whose  parents  were  Anthony  and 
Francisco  (Worst)  Stathel,     She  was  born  in  Bar-i 
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ickberg,  Germany,  January  16,  1825,  and  her  mar- 
riage took  place  October  20,  1844.  Anthony, 
Francis  and  Lena,  the  other  members  of  the  family, 
were  born  in  Franklin  County,  Ind.,  and  the  two 
elder  reside  in  Auburn  Township,  Fayette  County. 
Lena  is  deceased.  Tlie  inotiier  died  in  St.  Lucas, 
in  1881,  and  the  father's  death  occurred  at  his 
home  in  that  village  in  1883.  The  Stathel  family 
located  in  St.  Lucas  in  1849,  and  enjoys  the  distinc- 
tion of  being  the  first  white  family  to  establish  a 
home  in  that  now  beautiful  town. 

When  a  young  man,  our  subject  went  South  to 
New  Orleans  where  he  worked  for  seven  years, 
returning  to  Indiana,  in  the  meantime,  for  his  bride. 
Tlicy  were  living  in  the  Crescent  City  at  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  Mexican  War,  and  the  lady  not 
enjoying  the  prospects  of  a  home  in  the  midst  of 
its  perils  persuaded  Mr.  Duclos  to  return  to  Indiana, 
and  in  1850  they  located  on  a  farm  near  St.  Lucas 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  By  their  union 
have  been  born  thirteen  children — Mathias,  who 
was  born  April  11,  1847,  in  Franklin  County,  Ind., 
died  in  Auburn  Townsliip,  February  15,  1854; 
Mary,  born  October  6,  1841),  in  Franklin  County, 
(lied  May  19,  18C7;  Julia  Ann,  born  July  13,  1850, 
at  Old  Mission,  Winneshiek  County,  Iowa,  married 
Nicholas  Buchard  and  with  their  seven  children, 
they  make  their  home  in  Winneshiek  County;  Phil- 
omena,  b(jrn  February  20,  1852,  in  St.  Lucas,  died 
February  25,  1859;  Anthony,  born  May  4,  1854, 
was  married  on  the  23d  of  September,  1876,  to 
Barbara  Rosenbaum,  by  whom  he  had  eight  chil- 
dren, and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Winneshiek 
County  ;  Louis,  bcjrn  August  IG,  1856,  married  Car- 
oline Cweibahmer,  and  resides  in  St.  Lucas;  F^ran- 
ces,  born  August  10,  1859,  married  D.  Beis,  and 
resides  in  Dakota;  Hannah,  born  June  16,  1861,  is 
the  wife  of  John  Beis,  of  Dakota;  Magdelena,  born 
ALarcli  19,  1863,  is  at  home;  Mathias,  born  Febru- 
ary 24,  1864,  wedded  Mary  Beis,  and  is  living  in 
Dakota;  Elizabeth,  born  March  19,  1866,  died  in 
1880;  Nicholas,  born  July  24,  1868,  died  in  1881; 
and  Barbara,  who  was  born  June  10,  1870,  is  still 
under  the  parental  roof. 

Mr.  Duclos  has  made  farming  his  life  work  and 
by  special  attention  given  to  his  business  interests, 
enterprise  and  industry,  has  become  one  of  the  sub- 


stantial citizens  of  the  county,  and  is  now  enabled 
to  live  a  retired  life.  lie  has  been  a  useful  and 
influential  citizen  of  the  community  and  is  one 
of  the  honored  pioneers  of  the  count}-,  having 
witnessed  almost  its  entire  growth,  while  much  of 
the  progress  and  development  of  Auburn  Township 
is  due  to  his  exertions.  Always  liberal  and  public- 
spirited,  he  aided  in  the  establishment  of  schools, 
churches,  public  roads,  leading  enterprises,  etc., 
with  voice,  purse  and  willing  hands.  He  was  one 
of  the  trustees  who  built  the  first  church  at  this 
place — the  Roman  Catholic  Church  of  St.  Lucas 
Congregation  of  which  he  and  his  family  are  still 
members.  Additions  have  been  made  and  the  fine 
structure  has  been  enlarged  until  it  will  now  scat 
twelve  hundred  p°oi)le.  Mr.  Duclos  has  also  held 
various  public  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility  in 
his  township  and  votes  with  the  Democratic  party. 

.    : ,g^J#^l^:       :    ■ 

I  RAM  B.   HOYT,  merchant    and    Piesident 
^1  of   the  F^ayette    County  Savings  Bank  and 


Vice-president  of  the  F'ayette  County  Na- 
tional Bank,  has  resided  in  West  Union  since 
1853,  and  with  the  business  interests,  leading  enter- 
prises and  Ihe  upbuilding  of  town  and  county,  he 
has  been  prominently  identified.  He  was  born  in 
Ridgefleld,  Fairfield  Count}',  Conn.,  December  17, 
1830,  and  is  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Prua  (Keeler) 
Hoyt.  His  father  was  born  in  Westchester  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  November,  1806,  was  of  F^nglish  descent 
and  died  in  \"ermont,  in  the  autumn  of  1878.  The 
Hoyt  family  was  founded  in  America  by  three 
brothers  who  emigrated  to  this  country  in  early 
Colonial  d.ays.  One  brother  settled  in  Connecticut 
and  from  him  the  branch  of  the  family  t(^  wnich 
our  subject  belongs  is  descended.  The  mother  of 
Mr.  lloyt  was  also  a  native  of  F\airfield  County, 
Conn.,  of  Gennan  lineage. 

In  the  State  of  his  nativity  our  subject  was  reared 
to  manhood,  receiving  a  good  English  education  in 
the  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  On  attaining  to 
mature  years  he  left  home  and  started  out  in  life 
for  himself.  He  made  his  first  location  in  South 
Hero,  Grand  Isle  County,  Vt.,  where  he  formed  the 
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acquaintance  of  Miss  Juliett  Kent,  the  lady  whom 
he  made  his  wife.  She  was  born  in  Grand  Isle 
County,  Vt.,  in  1832,  was  of  English  descent  and 
was  a  daughter  of  Helmer  Kent.  Their  marriage 
was  celebrated  on  the  22d  of  February,  1853,  and 
in  the  autumn  of  that  year  they  came  to  Iowa,  lo- 
cating in  Fayette  County.  In  the  spring  of  18.54 
Mr.  Hoyt  moved  his  family  and  settled  in  Illyria 
Township,  where  he  followed  farming  for  some  two 
years,  when  he  removed  to  another  farm  situated 
two  miles  north  of  West  Union.  There  he  carried 
on  agricultural  pursuits  until  18G8,  when  he  moved 
to  the  citj'  and  engaged  in  hardware  business  in 
company  with  Samuel  Holton.  under  the  firm  name 
of  Hoyt  and  Ilolton,  which  connection  was  contin- 
ued until  1878,  wiien  Mr.  Hoyt  purchased  his  part- 
ner's interests  and  continued  the  business  alone 
until  January,  1890,  when  he  sold  out  to  his  son, 
F.  E.  Hoyt  and  his  nephew,  \V.  W.  Wright.  In 
January  1891,  Mr.  Hoyt  bought  out  Mr.  Wright's 
interest;  the  firm  is  now  known  as  Hoyt  ife  Son.  He 
has  been  engaged  in  that  line  of  business  for 
twenty-three  years.  That  fact  alone  would  indicate 
his  splendid  success. 

In  1873  Mr.  Hoyt  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  his  wife  who  died  in  April  of  that  year,  leav- 
ing three  children,  one  son  and  two  daugliters. 
Ella  S.,  the  eldest,  is  the  wife  of  Ed.  P.  Sears  of 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;  Florence  A.  is  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Andrews  of  Holyoke,  Col.;  and  Fred  E., 
who  married  Miss  Marg.aret  Smith,  is  a  hardware 
merchant  of  West  Union,  as  indicated  above.  Mr. 
Hoyt  was  again  married  November  22,  1876,  in 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  to  Miss  Ilattie  A.  Booth,  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Lydia  Booth,  and  a  native  of 
Albany,  N.  Y.  Two  children,  daughters,  have 
been  born  of  the  latter  marriage:  Minnie  B.  and 
Grace  W. 

With  many  business  interests  of  West  Union  Mr. 
Hoyt  has  been  prominently  connected.  He  helped 
to  organize  the  Fayette  County  National  Bank  in 
1873,  and  has  been  a  member  of  its  board  of  direc- 
tors continuously  since.  In  1888  he  was  elected 
to  the  vice-presidency  and  yet  holds  the  position. 
He  also  aided  in  the  organization  of  the  Fayette 
County  Savings  Bank  in  1875,  of  which  he  is  now 
President.     In   politics   he  is  a  Republican  and  in 


his  religious  views  very  liberal,  inclined  toUniver- 
salism.  He  is  a  member  of  West  Union  Lodge,  No. 
69,  A.  F.  it  A.  M.,  and  is  widely  known  as  a  promi- 
nent and  successful  business  man.  During  his 
residence  of  thirty-seven  years  in  Fayette  County, 
he  has  been  known  to  its  citizens  as  a  man  whose 
word  is  as  good  as  his  bond  and  whose  course,  both 
from  a  l)usiness  and  social  standpoint,  has  been 
above  reproach. 


OHN  PITZENBERGEK,  deceased,  was  one 
of  the  prominent  early  settlers  of  this  county 
and  a  leading  business  man  of  St.  Lucas  for 
some  years.  The  active  part  which  he 
took  in  public  affairs  m.ade  him  widely  known 
throughout  the  county,  and  wherever  he  formed 
acquaintances  he  made  friends.  This  sketch  will 
therefore  be  of  interest  to  many  of  our  readers  and 
we  gladly  record  it.  Sir.  Pitzenbcrger  was  born 
in  Austria  in  June,  1839,  and  was  a  son  of  Andrew 
and  Mary  Pitzenbcrger.  both  of  whom  were  born  in 
that  country  in  1811.  They  continued  to  reside 
in  their  native  land  until  184(i,  when  they  came  to 
this  country  and  settled  at  Freeport,  III.  In  1850 
they  came  to  Iowa  and  became  residents  of  Win- 
nesheik  County,  Iowa,  locating  in  Washington 
Township.  The  father  died  in  Festina,  in  1877, 
but  the  mother  is  still  living  at  that  place  with  her 
married  son  in  her  eightieth  year.  Their  family 
numbered  only  three  children  of  whom  John  is  the 
eldest.  Peter,  who  was  born  in  1842,  came  to 
America  with  his  parents  and  in  Winnesheik  County 
where  he  yet  resides  wedded  Mary  Dwarchak,  by 
whom  he  has  eight  children.  Mathias,  the  young- 
est, was  born  in  Austria,  and  was  therefore  quite 
young  when  the  family  came  to  this  country.  He 
married  in  Festina,  AVinnesheik  County,  and  is 
now  proprietor  of  a  hardware  store  there. 

John  Pitzenbcrger  was  a  lad  of  twelve  summers 
when  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Freeport,  Steph- 
enson County,  III.  Five  years  were  there  spent 
after  which  in  1855  he  crossed  the  Mississippi  into 
Iowa,  locating  in  Washington  Township,  Winne- 
sheik County,  where  he  m.ade  his  home  until  1861. 
Those  early  years  were  years  of  hardship,  filled 
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with  the  trials  and  disadvantages  incident  to  pio- 
neer life.  His  farm  produce  he  had  to  haul  to  Mc- 
Gregor, a  distance  of  RUy  miles  with  ox-tcams  and 
four  or  Ave  days  were  necessary  to  make  the  trip. 
Wlieat  sold  from  thirty  to  forty  cents  per  bushel 
and  dressed  pork  brought  only  from  $2  to  $2.50 
per  lumdied.  The  modern  Fayette  County  farmer 
knows  noliiing  of  the  hardships  and  privations 
which  liie  early  settler  had  to  endure.  Mr.  Pitz- 
enberger  was  a  man  of  great  energy  and  persever- 
ance and  Ity  industry  and  good  management 
overcame  the  obstacles  in  his  path,  until  at  length 
lie  became  a  substantial  farmer,  having  accumulated 
a  line  property. 

lie  was  married  in  18G2  in  Winnesheik  County, 
the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Mary  Rasenbeck, 
a  nalive  of  Bohemia,  Austria,  born  February  2, 
1844.  and  a  daughter  of  Frank  and  Catherine 
Rasenbeck.  Her  father  was  born  in  1809,  and  was 
burned  to  death  in  a  prairie  fire  April  30,  1863,  his 
little  daughter  Frances  narrowly  escaping  a  like 
fate.  The  mother  who  was  born  in  1816,  is  now 
living  in  .St.  Lucas,  Iowa,  having  married  Harmon 
Ilinker,  who  was  born  in  Germany  in  1813.  The 
family  bade  goodbye  to  their  native  land  in  1848, 
and  crossed  the  deep  Atlantic.  They  located  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  the  same  year  came  to  St. 
Lucas.  In  their  family  were  three  children,  of 
whom  Mrs.  Pilzenberger  is  the  eldest;  Anna,  who 
was  born  in  Austria,  died  in  this  country  in  1860; 
and  Frances,  who  w:as  born  in  St.  Lucas,  Iowa, 
married  Martin  Bouska  in  Winnesheik  County,  and 
now  resides  in  Eden  Township,  this  county.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Pitzenberger  were  i)arents  of  nine  chil- 
dren, the  eldest  of  whom  is  F.  Joseph.  He  was  born 
in  Washington  Township,  Winnesheik  County. 
August  8,  1863,  and  resides  with  his  mother,  hav- 
ing general  superintendence  of  the  affairs  of  the 
estate  under  direction  of  the  administrators  of  whom 
his  mother  is  one.  He  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  this  county  and  is  employed 
as  clerk  in  a  general  store  in  St.  Lucas.  Rosa,  who 
was  born  on  Christmas  Eve  of  1865,  is  the  wife  of 
.lohn  Kruse,  of  St.  Lucas,  and  they  and  their  three 
children  reside  on  a  farm.  Marj',  who  was  born 
Febru.-'ry  15,  1867,  became  the  wife  of  C.  H.  VVitte 
in  San  Francisco,  Cal.,   October  23,  1888.     He  was 


born  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  February  8,  1863,  and 
their  home  is  now  in  St.  Lucas,  where  was  born 
unto  thera  a  daughter,  Helen,  October  3,  1889. 
John  horn  April  6,  1870,  died  April  18.  1872. 
Annie,  born  December  8,  1872,  is  at  home.  John 
Thomas,  born  on  New  Year's  Eve  of  1875,  died  in 
July  of  1876.  Catherina  was  born  November  16, 
1877;  Helena  was  born 'November  17,  1879  and 
Philip  J.,  was  born  April  8,  1883. 

Mr.  Pitzenberger  was  for  many  j-cars  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  history  of  Fayette  County 
both  as  a  business  man  and  citizen.  At  the  time  of 
his  death  he  owned  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of 
fine  farming  and  timber  land  besides  large  interests 
in  town  property  and  bank  stock  and  was  success- 
fully carrying  on  a  general  merchandise  store  in  St. 
Lucas.  He  took  a  deep  interest  in  everything  per- 
aining  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  community  or  the 
advancement  of  the  general  welfare  and  w.as  a  man 
of  sterling  integrit3',  possessing  the  esteem  and  con- 
fidence of  all  who  knew  him.  His  death  occurred 
November  10,  1887,  at  his  home  in  St.  Lucas  from 
liver  complaint  and  nervous  prostration.  Politi- 
cally he  was  a  Democrat  and  figured  prominently 
in  politics.  In  religious  belief  he  was  a  Catholic, 
belonging  to  the  church  in  St.  Lucas.  Mrs.  Pit- 
zenberger still  survives  him  and  is  living  in  St. 
Lucas,  where  she  has  many  warm  friends  and  a 
large  circle  of  acquaintances. 


ALTER  E.  TALMADGE  has  been  station 
\/\///  fgcnt  at  West  Union,  for  the  Chicago, 
\V^  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company 
since  the  road  was  completed  to  this  place  Decem- 
ber 18,  1882.  The  long  years  of  his  service  show 
that  he  is  a  trusted  employe  and  that  he  has  won 
the  confidencs  of  the  company  by  faithfulness  to 
duty.  He  was  born  in  Rockton,  Winnebago  County, 
III.,  August  29,  1841,  and  is  a  son  of  Orromell  (i. 
and  Harriet  N.  (Webster)  Talmadge.  The  family 
is  one  of  English  origin,  established  in  New  Eng- 
land at  an  early  day  and  the  father  of  our  subject 
was  born    near  Walerbury,  Conn.,   July    7,   1815. 
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He  wedded  Miss  Webster,  who  was  born  in  Chau- 
tauqua Count}-,  N.  Y.,  July  15,  1818.  Their  union 
was  celebrated  in  that  county,  in  1837,  and  the 
following  year  they  removed  to  Winnebago  County, 
111.,  where  Mr.  Talniadge  Sr.  was  engaged  in  mill- 
ing. In  1852,  the  family  became  residents  of  La 
Porte  County,  Ind.,  where  they  continued  to  make 
their  home  until  1856,  which  year  witnessed  their 
arrival  in  Iowa.  They  settled  in  Howard  County, 
where  the  death  of  the  mother  occurred  Novem- 
ber 2,  1862.  Mr.  Talmadge  afterward  returned 
to  Indiana  and  coming  again  to  Iowa,  died  in  Clay- 
ton County,  August  19,  1879. 

Walter  E.  Talmadge,  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch,  accompanied  his  parents  from  Illinois  to 
Indiana  and  with  them  came  to  Iowa  in  1856.  In 
his  youth  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  but  in 
1863  laid  aside  business  cares  and  on  the  10th  of 
December  responded  to  his  country's  call  for  troops, 
enlisting  in  Company  B,  Seventh  Iowa  Infantry. 
He  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  being  mus- 
tered out  July  15,  1865,  and  during  his  service 
participated  in  the  Atlanta  campaign  and  in  Sher- 
man's march  to  the  sea.  He  also  followed  him  in 
the  march  through  the  Carolinas  and  took  part  in 
the  Grand  Review  at  Washington  on  the  close  of 
the  war. 

After  the  surrender  of  the  South  when  peace  was 
once  more  restored,  Mr.  Talmadge  returned  to  his 
home  and  resumed  work  at  his  trade.  It  was  in 
1868  that  he  began  railroading  on  the  Illinois  Cen- 
tral, remaining  with  that  company  four  years,  when 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Chicago,  Dubuque  & 
Minneai)olis  Road,  with  which  he  remained  until 
1880,  when  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul 
Railroad  Company  purchased  the  line  of  the  last 
mentioned  company,  with  which  he  has  since  con- 
tinued, serving  as  operator  and  agent.  As  before 
slated,  he  has  been  located  in  West  Union  since 
December,  1882. 

Mr.  Talmadge  was  married  in  Howard  County, 
Iowa,  January  1,  1863,  to  Miss  Aylia  T.  Thayer, 
(laughter  of  Hiram  Thayer  Esq.,  and  a  native  of 
Rockton.  111.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  with 
three  children,  who  are  yet  living  and  they  have 
lost  one  daughter,  Edna,  the  youngest,  who  was 
born  September  30,  1876,  and  died  November   16, 


1879;  Warren  E.,  the  eldest,  born  March  2,  1867; 
Ilattie  ]M.,^May  29.  1868;  and  Charles  M.,  May  15, 
1873,  are  all  yet  at  home  with  their  parents. 

In  political  sentiment,  Mr.  Talmadge  is  a  sup- 
porter of  Republican  principles,  having  been  con- 
nected with  that  party  since  attaining  his  majority. 
.Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  West  Union  Lodge,  No. 
124,  K.  of  P.,  also  of  Elkport  Lodge,  No.  104,  A. 
O.  U.  W.;  of  West  Union  Council,  No.  49,  of  the 
A.  L.  of  H.;  and  of  Abernethy  Post,  No.  48,  G.  A, 
R.,  of  which  post  he  has  been  Quartermaster  for 
five  years.  Mr.  Talmadge  has  proved  comi)etent 
and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  all  his  duties  and 
is  a  trusted  and  popular  agent  of  the  company  he 
represents.  He  has  made  his  home  in  West  Union 
since  coming  here  in  December,  1882,  and  has  won 
man}-  warm   friends. 


OHN  JAMISON,  a  pioneer  business  man  of 
Oelwein  and  President  of  the  Bank  of  West 
Union,  was  born  on  the  20th  of  September. 
1844,  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  being  a  son  of 
James  and  Jane  (Boale)  Jamison,  early  settlers  of 
this  count}'.  With  his  parents  he  came  to  Iowa  in 
1852,  the  family  locating  in  Auburn,  Fayette 
County,  where  Mr.  Jamison,  Sr.,  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising for  two  years  when  he  removed  to  the 
farm  near  West  Union.  In  the  public  schools  of 
that  city  John  acquired  his  primary  education  and 
afterward  entered  the  Upper  Iowa  University  witli 
which  institution  he  is  now  identified  as  a  member 
of  its  Board  of  Trustees. 

John  Jamison,  our  subject,  embarked  in  business 
for  himself  in  January.  1871,  as  a  merchant  of  Au- 
burn, Fayette  County,  being  associated  with  Hull 
Hoagland,  under  the  firm  name  of  Hoagland  & 
Jamison.  They  continued  business  at  that  place 
until  July,  1874,  when  they  removed  their  stock  of 
goods  to  Oelwein,  and  continued  business  under  the 
old  firm  name.  The  same  summer  this  company 
established  the  Bank  of  Oelwein,  the  first  banking 
house  of  that  city,  also  associated  with  them  .lohn 
Irvine,  and  together  the  three  gentlemen  dealt  ex- 
tensively in  live  stock,  under    the  firm    name  of 
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Irvine  <fe  Co.  Soon  after  coming  to  Oelwein  Mr. 
.Tamison,  without  interruption  to  IjIs  other  business 
relations,  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother 
Thomas  (since  deceased)  in  the  hardware  business 
at  tiiat  place,  under  tiie  style  of  Jamison  Bros., 
which  was  continued  about  two  years.  In  1876  the 
mercantile  firm  of  Hoagland  &  .Jamison  was  dis- 
solved and  the  business  continued  b}'  John  and 
Samuel  Jamison,  under  the  firm  name  of  Jamison 
Bros.,  who  continued  operations  in  the  line  of  raer- 
ch.indising  until  September,  1890,  when  the  younger 
brother  sold  out  to  Messrs.  Fels  and  Corker}',  .lohn 
Jamison  retaining  his  interest  and  the  firm  name 
being  changed  to  Fels,  Corkery  &.  Co.  This  is  the 
only  mercantile  house  in  Oelwein  that  has  been  in 
existence  since  the  establishment  of  the  town,  and 
Mr.  Jamison  has  continued  his  connection  with  it 
from  the  beginning.  In  1884  he  aided  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  bank  at  AVest  Union,  which  was 
organized  with  a  capital  of  $100,000,  and  of  which 
he  has  been  President  since  its  organization.  In 
1882  the  Bank  of  Oelwein  was  sold  by  its  proprie- 
tors to  S.  B.  Zeigler  &  Co.,  of  West  Union,  who 
operated  it  two  years,  when  it  again  became  the 
pro|)erty  of  Jamison  Brothers  ife  Co.,  the  firm  being 
composed  of  John  and  George  W.  Jamison  and  E. 
15.  Shaw,  the  present  cashier  of  the  Fayette  County 
National  Bank  of  West  Union.  (See  hislor}'  of  the 
Bank  of  Oelwein,  of  which  our  subject  is  cashier 
and  resident  manager.) 

In  Auburn,  F.ayette  County,  on  the  8th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1875,  Mr.  Jamison  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Florence  Hoagland,  daughter  of  Hull 
Hoagland,  and  a  native  of  Mercer  County,  Pa. 
Their  family  numbers  two  children,  sons,  both  born 
ill  Oelwein:  Ray  B.,  born  February  28,  1877;  and 
Fred,  October  7,  1882. 

The  parents  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  rank  high  in  the  social  world.  In  politics 
Mr.  Jamison  is  a  Democrat  and  was  elected  Treas- 
luer  of  Fayette  County  in  1883,  nominated  on  the 
Democratic  ticket  when  the  county  was  Republican 
by  four  hundred  majority,  and  served  during  the 
term  of  1884-8.').  In  1889  he  was  chosen  a  mem- 
ber of  the  15()ard  of  Trustees  of  the  I'pper  Iowa 
University,  which  position  he  now  holds.  He  has 
long  been  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  business 


men  of  Fayette  Countj',  both  in  mercantile  and 
banking  circles.  He  possesses  superior  executive 
and  business  ability  and  has  been  eminently  suc- 
cessful in  his  undertakings. 


^ €-^^ 


EDEDIAH  BUSHXELL  SPERRY,  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  Fayette  and  still  a 
prominent  citizen  of  that  place,  claims  Ver- 
mont as  the  State  of  his  nativity.  He  was 
born  in  Chittenden  County,  April  20,  1814,  and 
his  parents,  Daniel  and  Serepta  (Woodard)  Sperry, 
were  also  natives  of  the  Green  Mountain  State. 
His  father  had  been  previously  married  and  had 
six  children  by  each  union.  Of  the  twelve,  only 
one  lives,  —  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Daniel 
Sperrj'  engaged  in  farming  as  a  means  of  liveli- 
hood. He  spent  his  last  days  in  Michigan  but  his 
wife  died  in  Vermont  when  our  subject  was  about 
eight  years  of  age.  Both  were  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  and  were  highly'  respected 
citizens. 

J.  B.  Sperry,  who  was  the  fourth  in  order  of 
biith  in  that  family,  grew  up  a  farmer  boy.  When 
eleven  years  of  age,  he  was  bound  out  to  a  farmer 
who  was  to  give  him  his  board,  clothes,  si.x  months 
schooling  and  one  hundred  dollars.  Having  served 
his  time  out,  he  decided  to  begin  life  aright,  and 
on  the  12th  of  October,  1835,  married  Celia  C. 
Cole,  a  native  of  Chittenden  County,  Vt.,  born 
October  14,  1816.  Immediately  thereafter,  the 
30ung  couple  removed  to  St.  Lawrence  County,  N. 
Y.,  where  in  the  midst  of  a  dense  forest  Mr.  .Sperry 
hewed  out  a  farm.  Some  yeais  later  he  determined 
to  seek  a  home  in  the  West  and  in  1856  came  to 
Fayette,  where  he  has  since  resided.  Having  en- 
gaged in  teaming  and  farming  for  several  years, 
he  embarked  in  the  hardware  business  which  he 
carried  on  for  five  years,  when  he  sold  out  and 
bought  a  tract  of  farming  land  one  hundrecl  and 
eighty-five  acres  of  which  he  still  owns. 

In  1887.  Mr.  Sperry  was  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  his  wife,  wlio  died  on  the  I5tli  of  Janu- 
ary. She  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  from  early  life  and  for  some  ten  years 
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served  on  Uie  board  of  trustees  of  the  Upper  Iowa 
University,  holding  that  position  at  tlie  time  of  her 
death.  Four  cliildren  graced  tlieir  union:  David 
C.  wlio  died  at  tlie  age  of  thirtj-six;  Byron  A.  who 
died  at  the  age  of  four  years;  Henry  O.  wlio  died 
wlien  two  years  old;  and  Charles  W.,  formerly  a 
prominent  business  man  of  this  county,  now  resid- 
ing in  Des  Moines.  Mr.  Sperry  was  again  married 
August  30,  1889,  Ills  second  union  being  with  Mrs. 
Charlotte  B.  (Dunbar)  Tryon,  a  native  of  Pols- 
dam,  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  horn  September 
23,  1820,  and  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Eunice 
(Simmons)  Dunbar.  Her  parents  were  natives  of 
Vermont  and  Massachusetts  respectively  and  were 
early  settlers  of  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y., 
whither  they  removed  in  1815.  Charlotte  is  their 
fifth  child.  In  her  native  county  she  married  Ben- 
jamin Tr3'on  who  was  born  in  Canada  though  his 
people  were  from  Vermont.  He  died  in  St.  Law- 
rence County,  Februarj'  7,  1885.  He  had  been 
previously  married  and  had  live  children  living  bj' 
his  first  wife. 

Mr.  Sperry  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church  and  faithful  workers  in  tlie 
Master's  vineyard.  He  has  served  for  forty  3'ears 
as  steward  and  was  a  member  of  the  first  board  of 
trustees  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Fayette.  Polit- 
ically he  was  a  Whig  and  has  been  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican since  the  formation  of  tiiat  party  but,  thougli 
he  feels  an  interest  in  political  affairs  he  h.as  never 
sought  for  himself  the  honors  or  emoluments  of 
public  office.  In  business  affairs,  he  was  reasonably 
successful  and  has  laid  by  a  competence  which  now 
supplies  his  wants  in  his  declining  ye.ars.  He  is  well 
known  in  the  country  as  a  valued  citizen  and  a  man 
of  sterling  worth  whom  all  resiiect  for  his  upright 
qualities  and  many  excellencies  of  character. 


'i-t^:^'^^^i 


DGAR  A.  HURMENCE,  an  extensive  land- 
owner and  leading  stock-raiser  of  the  county 
residing  on  section  30,  Bethel  Township,  is 
a  native  of  the  Empire  State.  He  was  born  in 
Columbia  County  in  1853,  being  the  eldest  child  of 


Alfred  and  Catherine  (Clow)  Hurraence,  who  were 
parents  of  two  sons  and  one  daughter.  On  both 
sides  he  is  descended  from  early  families  of  New- 
York.  The  Ilurraence'family,  of  Holland  extrac- 
tion, was  established  during  Colonial  days  upon 
the  banks  of  the  Hudson  River.  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  a  paper  manufacturer  by  occupation, 
but  on  leaving  the  commercial  East  in  1864  he 
took  up  his  residence  in  Buchanan  County,  Iowa, 
where  he  improved  a  farm.  He  opened  up  sev- 
eral farms,  which  he  would  then  sell.  Ho  and  his 
wife  now  reside  in  Independence,  Iowa,  respected 
citizens  of  that  place.  Charles,  their  second  son, 
who  was  born  in  New  York  in  1856,  came  to  Iowa 
in  1864  and  in  1888  wedded  Miss  Heron,  their 
home  being  now  in  Independence.  Iowa;  Ada 
Jane,  tlie  only  daughter,  was  born  in  New  York  in 
1859  and  is  the  wife  of  Valentine  Schremeer,  a 
contractor  and  builder  of  Independence. 

The  first  eleven  years  of  his  life  Edgar  Hur- 
mence  spent  in  his  native  State  and  then  with  his 
familj'  became  a  resident  of  Independence,  Iowa, 
where  he  acquired  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  was  reared  to  manhood.  On  approach- 
ing the  age  when  he  believed  he  should  provide 
for  his  own  support  he  gave  his  attention  to  farm- 
ing and  rented  land  in  1876  in  Buchanan  County, 
where  the  following  year,  on  the  1st  of  January,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  P'rances  Ann 
Norman,  a  native  of  Bloomingdale,  Ohio,  and  a 
daughter  of  Nicholas  and  Mary  (Taylor)  Norman, 
who  were  natives  of  England.  In  youth  they 
came  to  this  country  and  their  marriage  was  cele- 
brated in  Ohio.  After  following  farming  for  a 
time  in  the  Buckeye  State  Mr.  Norman  removed 
with  his  family  to  Illinois  in  1860,  and  after  five 
years  settled  upon  a  farm  in  Buchanan  Count3', 
Iowa,  where  he  and  his  wife  yet  reside.  Unto  them 
were  born  ten  children,  eight  of  whom  are  now 
living  as  follows:  Freeman,  who  is  married  and 
resides  in  Winthrop,  Iowa;  Frances  A.,  now  Mrs. 
Ilurmence;  Albert,  who  is  married  and  makes  his 
home  in  Winthrop;  Charlie,  who  is  married  and 
engages  in  teaching  in  Plankington,  Dak.;  Ida,  who 
died  in  1885;  Henry,  who  died  in  Cherokee,  Iowa, 
in  I"ebruar3%  1890;  Mrs.  Lucy  Knight,  of  Buchanan 
Count3';  LaFayette,  who  is  married  and  resides  in 
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Buchanan  County;  Homer,  who  is  still  with  his 
parents;  and  Frederick  C,  agent  at  Winthrop. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Iluroience  began  their  domestic 
life  in  Buchanan  Count}-,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  for  two  years  and  then  came  to  Fayette 
County,  where  he  rented  and  operated  a  large  farm 
of  live  hundred  acres.  In  1880,  having  acquired 
some  capital,  he  purchased  an  improved  farm  of 
two  hundred  and  fort}'  acres  in  Bethel  Township, 
and  by  the  prosperity  that  has  attended  his  efforts 
he  has  been  enabled  to  extend  its  boundaries  until 
it  now  comprises  sis  hundred  and  forty  acres  under 
a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  well  improved. 
Upon  the  farm  are  four  dwellings,  his  own  home 
being  a  substantial  and  tasty  residence  which  was 
erected  at  a  cost  of  S4,000  and  is  supplied  with  all 
the  comforts  and  manj'  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  In 
addition  to  general  farming  Mr.  Hurmenee  devotes 
considerable  attention  to  the  buying  and  feeding 
of  stock  for  the  market  antl  is  engaged  in  raising 
Durham  cattle  and  Poland-China  hogs.  He  has 
led  a  useful  life,  characterized  by  industry,  energ}' 
and  good  management  which  have  brought  him  a 
handsome  competence,  ranking  him  among  the 
wealthier  citizens  of  tlie  township.  In  politics  he 
is  a  supporter  of  Republican  principles  and  his  wife 
is  a  member  of  the  ^Methodist  Church. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ilurmence  have  been  born 
seven  children  and  the  family  circle  yet  remains 
unbroken:  Luella,  born  March  14,  1878;  Fred, 
March  8,  1880;  Edith,  February  21,  1882;  Char- 
lie, March  30,  1884;  Willie,  January  .30,  1886; 
Ida,  February  3,  1888;  and  Edgar,  August  10, 
1890. 


H»|*H 


[iILLlAM  M.  HORN,  a  prominent  farmer 
of  section  19,  Smithfield  Township,  and  an 
honored  veteran  of  the  late  war,  well 
deserves  mention  in  this  volume  among  the  lead- 
inc  citizens  of  the  county,  lie  was  born  near  St. 
Joseph,  Buchanan  County,  Mo.,  January  30,  1844, 
and  is  a  son  of  John  O.  Horn.  The  family  is  of 
Irish  descent.  Tlie  father  was  also  born  and  reared 
in  Missouri  and  received  but  meager  educational 
advantages  as  the  country  was  then  new.      About 


1840  he  married  Jane  Bragg^,  who  for  many  years 
had  been  a  resident  of  that  community.  Mr.  Horn 
then  gave  his  attention  to  farming  in  Missouri 
until  1847,  when  he  moved  to  Delaware  County, 
Towa.  In  1849,  on  the  discover}*  of  gold  on  the 
Pacific  Slope,  he  crossed  the  plains  to  California 
where  his  death  occurred  in  18.50.  His  wife  after- 
ward was  again  married  and  her  death  occurred 
in  1858.  There  were  two  children  born  of  the 
first  marriage — Samuel,  who  served  three  years  in 
the  Twelfth  Iowa  Infantry,  and  is  now  living  in 
Maynard;  and  William  of  this  sketch.  By  the 
second  marriage  there  were  two  daughters.  The 
parents  were  both  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  in  political  sentiment  Mr.  Horn  was  a 
Democrat. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  the  self-made  men  of  the 
county.  He  began  life's  battle  at  the  early  age  of 
thirteen  years  and  has  since  made  his  own  way  in 
the  world  unaided.  Hence,  whatever  success  he 
has  met  with  is  due  to  his  own  efforts  antl  for  this 
he  deserves  no  little  credit.  He  spent  his  summer 
months  in  farm  work,  and  then,  wishing  to  acquire 
an  education,  attended  the  public  schools.  In  1862 
he  responded  to  the  country's  call  for  troops  and 
became  a  member  of  Company  F,  Twenty-seventh 
Iowa  Infantry,  in  wliich  he  served  until  June,  18G5. 
The  regiment  was  first  sent  to  Northern  Minne- 
sota, to  JNIille  Lac,  to  keep  the  peace  at  the  pay- 
ment of  a  tribe  of  Indians.  Later  the  trooiis  were 
ordered  to  Memphis,  Teun.,  subsequently  to  Vicks- 
burg,  and  from  there  made  a  long  march  east- 
ward to  re-enforce  Sherman  on  the  Big  Black 
River,  after  which  they  returned  to  \'icksburg 
without  having  accomplished  anything  definite. 
They  were  present  at  the  battles  of  Jackson,  Miss., 
and  Corinth,  and  then  took  part  in  Banks'  ill-fated 
Red  River  expedition  and  the  battle  and  capture 
of  Fort  Du  Rusey  Lou  on  the  14th  of  March,  18G4. 
This  was  the  first  heavy  engagement  in  which  Mr. 
Horn  participated.  He  was  the  second  man  to 
mount  the  breastworks  on  that  memorable  occasion 
and  the  next  great  battle  in  which  he  took  part 
was  the  disastrous  one  of  Pleasant  Hill,  on  April 
9,  1864,  of  wiiicli  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith,  the  hero  of 
fifty-four  battles,  says:  "It  was  one  of  the  most 
holly  contested   fields  of   the   war."      Mr.    Horn 
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received  a  shot  which  sliattered  his  left  thigh.  His 
comrades  dragged  him  aside  and  laid  liiin  under  a 
tree,  but  both  sides  then  fell  back,  leaving  him 
between  the  two  armies  and  exposeil  to  the  fire  of 
each.  He  received  five  other  wounds  while  lying 
there  and  was  left  on  the  field  and  taken  [)risoner 
with  four  liundred  comrades.  For  three  montlis, 
in  his  wounded  condition  he  was  kejit  a  prisoner, 
guarded  in  the  open  air  and  sheltered  only  by  the 
trees.  He  was  then  paroled  willi  one  hundred  and 
forty  comrades,  the  remainder  of  tiie  four  hundred 
liaving  died  from  exposure  and  neglect.  Return- 
ing to  his  regiment,  Mr.  Horn  was  discharged  at 
Montgomery,  Ala.,  on  tlie  20111  of  .June,  1865,  after 
three  years  of  failhful  service,  during  which  he 
was  ever  found  at  his  post  of  duly  valiantly 
defending  the  old  flag. 

After  being  mustered  out  Mr.  Horn  returned  to 
Delaware  County,  and  on  the  13th  of  .September, 
1865,  wedded  Miss  Sarah  Montgomery,  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  who  at  the  age  of  four  years  came 
to  Iowa  with  her  father,  Archibald  Montgomery, 
whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
Unto  tliem  have  been  born  one  son,  William  M., 
who  was  born  in  Delaware  County,  June  16,  18G6, 
and  they  also  have  taken  a  diuighter,  Lucina  E. 
Scroggins.  Mr.  Horn  has  resided  on  his  iircsent 
farm  since  18611.  When  he  became  its  owner  it 
comprised  one  hundred  acres,  a  part  of  wliich  was 
under  fence,  while  a  small  portion  had  been  broken. 
The  countr3'  round  about  him  was  so  destitute 
of  settlements  that  he  could  ride  for  miles  across  the 
l)rairie  his  progress  being  impeded  by  no  house  or 
fence.  He  at  once  began  the  development  and 
improvement  of  his  land  and  as  time  passed  and 
opportunity  offered,  added  to  it  by  subsequent 
purchase  until  now  three  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  good  land  pay  tribute  to  his  care  and  cultiva- 
tion. Besides  general  farming  he  engages  to  a 
considerable  extent  in  stock  raising  and  dairying. 
He  was  one  of  the  prime  movers  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Creamery  Company,  of  whicli  he  is  now 
President  and  a  stockholder.  A  man  of  good 
business  ability  he  has  prospered  in  his  undertak- 
ings as  this  reconi  of  iiis  life  will  show.  He  has 
ever  been  a  supporter  of  Democratic  principles  and 
is  a  man  of  strong  temperance  convictions  but  does 


not  believe  in  third  party  prohibition.  He  has 
served  acceptably  as  Chairman  of  the  Township 
Board  of  Trustees  and  in  his  social  relations  is  a 
member  of  Randall's  Post,  No.  47,  G.  A.  R.  Those 
who  know  him  esteem  him  highly  and  in  the 
twenty-one  years  of  his  residence  in  the  county  he 
has  won  many  friends. 


ILLEN  INI.  VO.SIIELL,who  follows  farming 
on  section  12,  Fairfield  Township,  is  one  of 
the  self-made  men  of  the  county  and  also 
one  of  its  honored  pioneers.  He  came  here 
in  1848  and  of  those  who  had  already  effected  set- 
tlements few  yet  remain  to  tell  the  story  of  life  on 
the  frontier  in  Iowa  or  recount  tlieir  pioneer  ex- 
periences, for  some  have  sought  homes  elsewhere 
and  others  have  passed  away.  To  those  who  bore 
the  hardships  and  trials  of  such  a  life  we  owe  a 
debt  of  gratitude  whicli  can  never  be  repaid,  but 
we  can  perpetuate  their  memoiy  by  written  record 
and  future  generations  may  thus  know  who  were 
tlie  founders  of  the  count}'  wliicli  they  are  proud 
to  call  their  home. 

In  this  worthy  pioneer,  Mr.  Voshell,  we  have  a 
representative  citizen.  He  was  born  in  Kent  County, 
Del.,  February  15,  1829,  and  is  a  son  of  Peter  and 
Mary  (Miller)  Voshel',  wlio  were  parents  of  five 
children,  four  sons  and  a  daughter,  namely:  Francis 
who  is  living  a  retired  life  in  Brush  Creek;  Jesse, 
a  farmer  on  section  1 1,  Fairfield  Township;  Killen; 
Joliii  engaged  in  farming  on  section  12,  Fairfield 
Township,  and  Elizabeth  who  is  living  in  South 
Dakota.  Leaving  Delaware,  their  native  State,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Voshell  started  with  their  family  for  the 
West  and  in  Riplej-  Count}-,  Ind.,  spent  four  years 
after  which  they  continued  their  journey  to  Rock 
County,  Wis.,  where  the  Indians  far  outnumbered 
the  wiiite  settlers.  The  husband  entered  land  from 
the  Government  and  opened  up  a  new  farm  with 
the  aid  of  his  sons.  In  1  848,  accompanied  b}'  Killen, 
he  came  to  Iowa  on  a  prospecting  tour  and  so  well 
pleased  was  he  with  the  countiy  that  the  following 
year  he  brought  his  family  to  Fayette  County.  He 
was  a  pioneer  of    Indiana,    Wisconsin    and    Iowa. 
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Such  a  life  seemed  exactly  suited  to  him  and  his 
farming  interests  prospered.  lie  here  obtained 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  Government  land 
covered  with  timlier  which  lie  cleared  away  and 
tlien,  plowing  and  planting  soon  reaped  abundant 
harvests  as  a  reward  for  his  labors.  His  first  home 
in  Iowa  was  a  log  cabin,  but  as  his  financial  re- 
sources increased  he  provided  his  family  with  many 
comforts  and  the  little  liouse  was  replaced  by  a 
more  commodious  residence.  Upon  that  farm  he 
made  his  home  until  iiis  death,  which  occurred  in 
1874,  when  he  was  laid  to  rest  by  the  side  of  his 
wife  at  Stone  School  House,  her  death  having 
occurred  the  year  (jrevious.  He  led  a  quiet  yet 
useful  life  in  harmon_v  with  his  profession  as  a 
member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church  and  sup- 
ported the  Whig  party  until  18G0  when  he  became 
a  Democrat.  Those  who  knew  him  respected  liim 
and  when  called  away,  the  county  suffered  the  loss 
of  a  valued  citizen. 

During  liis  entire  manhood  Killen  A'oshell  has 
been  a  resident  of  Fayette  Count}-.  His  boyhood 
days  were  passed  in  a  manner  not  unlike  that  of 
other  farmer  lads  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of 
more  pioneer  experience  and  fewer  advantages,  for 
a  frontier  settlement  does  not  provide  one  with  all 
the  ojiportunities  which  could  be  wished  for.  He 
remained  at  home  assisting  his  father  until  twenty 
years  of  age  when  he  began  farming  for  himself  on 
section  13,  Fairfield  Townshiij,  a  part  of  his  pres- 
ent farm.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  three  hundred 
acres  of  the  best  land  in  the  count}-,  whose  rich 
fertility  ami)ly  repays  him  for  his  care  and  culti- 
vation. A  pleasant  residence  shelters  the  family 
and  is  provided  with  many  of  the  comforts  and 
luxuries  of  life.  Good  grades  of  stock  are  there 
found  but  Mr.  ^'oshell  is  now  making  a  s|)ecialty  of 
sheep-raising.  In  public  affairs,  esjiecially  those 
calculated  to  benefit  the  communit}',  he  takes  a 
commendable  interest.  He  cast  his  first  Presiden- 
tial vote  for  I'"illinorc  and  was  a  Whig  until  the  dis- 
solution of  that  jiarty,  since  which  time  he  has 
voted  with  the  Democrats,  excepting  stt  the  elec- 
tion of  1872  when  lie  voted  for  Horace  Greeley. 

When  not  quite  twenty-one  Mr.  A'oshell  was 
married  and  l)y  the  first  union  had  one  child,  Mill- 
ard, now  of  Clayton  County.      For  his  second  wife 


he  wedded  Tliankful  Perkins  and  the  children  of 
that  marriage  are  Calvin,  who  is  living  in  Illyria 
Tovvnjliip;  George,  engaged  in  farming  on  section 
,'j,  Fairfield  Township;  Nancy  J.,  wife  of  .Tohn  Trip; 
Lucinda,  Henry,  Eliza  L.,  Ira  and  iSIabel. 


■^  OHANNES  MARTIN,  one  of  the  represen- 
tative farmers  of  this  county,  residing  on 
section  10,  Windsor  Township,  is  a  native 
of  Bavaria,  German}-.  He  was  born  in 
Weisdorf,  December  11,  1826,  and  is  a  son  of 
William  and  Elizabeth  (Kaufenstein)  Martin,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  the  same  town  where  they 
were  reared  and  married.  They  had  eleven  chil- 
dren, six  sons  and  five  daughters  of  whom  one  son 
and  two  daughters  died  in  infancy  in  Bavaria,  wheie 
all  of  them  were  born.  The  eldest,  Conrad,  emi- 
grated to  America  in  1853,  settling  in  Ohio,  where 
he  died  in  18G7;  John  came  to  America  in  18o2 
and  located  in  Defiance,  Ohio,  where  he  engaged 
in  cabinet-making  until  his  death  in  186G;  Andreas 
became  a  resident  of  Defiance,  Ohio,  in  1855,  and 
is  still  engaged  in  tlie  cabinet- making  and  furniture 
business  at  that  place;  William  E.  located  in  the 
same  town  in  1853  and  engaged  in  clerking  in  a 
store  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion  and 
tlien  enlisted  in  an  Ohio  regiment,  was  promoted 
to  a  lieutenancy  and  died  during  the  service;  Bar. 
bara  who  went  to  Defiance,  Ohio,  in  1855,  is  now 
the  wife  of  .Tohn  Weber,  a  farmer  ne.".r  that  place; 
Maria  Margaretha  became  a  resident  of  St.  Louis 
in  1854,  where  she  met  and  married  Feniel  Fenn,  a 
merchant  of  that  city. 

We  now  lake  u[)  the  personal  history  of  our  sub- 
ject— the  member  of  the  Martin  family  in  whom 
Fayette  County's  citizens  are  specially  interested. 
He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native  town 
and  learned  the  trade  of  cabinet-making  and 
carpentering  of  his  father,  who  followed  that  voca- 
tion for  many  years.  AVhen  he  became  subject  to 
military  duty  he  was  drafted  into  the  Bavarian 
array  in  which  he  served  six  years.  In  the  mean- 
time several  of  his  friends  and  a  number  of  his 
relatives  had  come  to  America  and,   writing  back 
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to  their  old  homes,  gave  glowing  accounts  of  their 
adopted  country  and  the  privileges  whicii  it  af- 
fords its  citizens.  Influenced  by  these  reports 
Mr.  Martin  determined  to  cross  the  Atlantic  and 
try  his  fortune  in  Ihe  new  world.  In  the  autumn 
of  185-4  he  bade  goo<l-by  to  the  Fatherland  and 
became  a  resident  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  he 
worked  at  his  trade  of  cabinet-making. 

On  the  12th  day  of  M.ay.  of  the   following  year 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  JNIiss  Anna  Mar- 
garelha    Koehler,    who    was    born  on    the  31st  of 
October,    1836,    in    Weisdorf,    Bavaria,   and    is    a 
daughter    of    George    and    Catherine     (Iloberger) 
Koehler,  natives  of  the  same  town.  They  emigrated 
to  America  in  the  spring  of  1855  and   the   parents 
resided   with  Mrs.   Martin  from    1856    until    their 
deaths.     The  father  died  in    1868   and  the  mother 
in   1875.     Unto  Mr.   and  Mrs.  Martin  have  been 
born  eleven   children — John  N.,   the  eldest,   born 
March  14,  1856,  died  in  1870,  from  the  effects  of 
a  wound  caused  bj'  the  accidental  discharge  of  a  gun  ; 
]\Iary  born  July  21, 1857,  died  in  1858;  Paul  J.,  born 
December  19,  1858,  married   Hannah   M.   Russler, 
April  25,1889,  and  resides  in  Sheridan  County, Neb., 
wliere  he  is  engaged  in  farming:  William   J.,   born 
March  29,  1861,  attended  the  Upper  Iowa  Univer- 
sity at  F.-xyette  and  is  now  engaged  in  teaching  and 
studying  at  AVartburg  College  in   Waverly,   Iowa; 
Christopher  J., a  resident  farmer  of  Sheridan  County, 
Neb.,  was  born  December  11,   1862,  and  wedded 
INIary  Klinger,  August  4,   1890;   Maria  M.,  born 
November    2,    1864,    married    George   Drewelow, 
June  9,  1888,  by  whom  she  has  two  children,  boys, 
and  the}'  reside  in  Chickasaw  County,   Iowa,   on   a 
farm;  Sophia  K.,  born  May  19,   1866,  on  the  22d 
of  December,   1886,  became    the   wife   of   George 
Guetzlaff,  a  resident  farmer  of  Chickasaw   County, 
by  whom  she  has  one  son;  Henry  N.,  born  July   1, 
1868,  attended  the  Upper  Iowa  University  and  the 
Wartburg  College  and  is  now  engaged  in  teaching 
school    in    Defiance,    Ohio;    Gottfried    Jacob    was 
born  June  19,  1870;  Elise  C.  H.  was  born  October 
13,  1872;  and  Anna  F.  S.  was  born  M.ay  13,  1875. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  removed  to  this  count}'    in 
the  spring  of  1856  and  the   following  year  settled 
on  their  present  homestead,  then  comprising   forty 
acres  biit  now  have  om  hqridred  ^nd  thirty-three 


acres  of  highly  cultivated  land  within  its  borders. 
riieir  home  is  a  commodious  dwelling  and  the 
barns  and  outbuildings  are  models  of  convenience. 
The  parents  and  children  are  members  of  Zion's 
Congregation  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church  and 
politically  Mr.  Martin  is  a  Democrat.  When  he 
arrived  in  this  country  his  earthly  possessions  con- 
sisted of  a  few  mechanic's  tools  and  $80  in  money. 
He  however  possessed  a  rare  fortune  in  bank  called 
'•  health,  energy  and  pluck,"  and  every  time  he 
drew  on  this  he  received  a  generous  dividend.  He 
has  reared  and  educated  a  large  familj',  yet  has  a 
comfortable  competence  wherewith  to  furnish  him 
with  all  the  comforts  of  life  in  his  declining  years. 


f^_^ARRY  B.  BLACKMUN,  of  the  firm  of 
j)  Blackmun  &  MeClintock,  former  publishers 
,-^  of  the  Fayette  County  Union,  became  con- 
nected with  that  paper  in  April,  1887.  It 
is  the  onl}'  Democratic  paper  in  the  county  and 
our  subject  was  its  editor  and  manager.  It  receives 
a  generous  support  and  the  office  is  well  equipped 
with  the  latest  improved  machinery  for  doing  all 
kinds  of  work.  The  history  of  Mr.  Blackmun  is  as 
follows:  He  was  born  in  Rock  Count}-,  Wis.,  July 
15,  1857,  and  is  a  son  of  Otis  L.and  Abbie  (Jones) 
Blackmun,  the  former  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  the 
latter  of  Illinois.  They  became  early  settlers  of 
Rock  County,  Wis.,  where  Mr.  Blackmun  carried 
on  farming  in  connection  with  his  trade  of  carpen- 
tering. He  died  in  September,  1885,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-four  years  and  his  wife  died  July  9,  1865,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-nine  years.  To  them  were  born 
four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely: 
Frank,  Harry  B.,  Mary  A.  and  Anna  R. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  a  common 
education  ii^the  village  school,  which  was  supple- 
mented by  a  course  in  the  Evansville  Seminary. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  began  learning  the 
printer's  trade  being  first  employed  on  the  Evans- 
ville Journal  for  a  few  months,  after  which  he  went 
to  Cresco,  Iowa,  where  he  secured  employment  on 
the  force  of  the  Howard  County  Times.  Later,  in 
1876,  he  came  to  West  Union,  entered  the  office  o( 
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the  P'ayelte  County  Union  wliere  lie  remained  until 
I.SSO,  when  he  went  to  Rhode  Island.  lie  spent  a 
year  and  a  half  in  that  State,  duiino-  which  time  he 
was  connected  with  the  Bnrrillville  Gazette.  Return- 
inor  to  Evansville,  Wis.,  he  became  assistant  editor 
of  the  Eiiterp)-ise,a.  paper  published  at  tliat  place,and 
held  the  position  four  years,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  time  he  established  the  Evansville  Tribune, 
conducting  the  same  one  year.  He  then  came  to 
West  Union  and  assumed  the  editorship  of  the 
paper,  which  he  sold  to  Hon.  W.  H.  Butler  .January 
1,  189L 

On  the  8th  of  May,  1884,  Mr.  Blacknnm  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Nell  B.  daughter  of 
William  McClintock.  The  young  couple  are  widely 
and  favorably  known  and  in  the  social  world  are 
held  in  high  regard.  Mr.  Blackmun  is  a  member 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  Lodge  of  West  Union. 
The  paper  of  which  lie  was  the  head  is  a  bright 
newsy  sheet,  well  tieserving  a  liberal  patronage  and 
its  circulation  is  constantly  increasing. 


^^ 


,OWA  NORMAL.  In  the  middle  of  the  sum- 
mer of  1890  Prof.  Abbott  came  to  Oelwein  to 

\  look  over  the  prospects  of  establishing  a  Nor- 
mal School  in  that  place;  and  after  canvassing  the 
town  and  surrounding  country  for  about  two 
months,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  enough  mater- 
ial could  be  gathered  to  insure  him  in  starting  a 
school  for  the  fall  term.  He  accordingly  rented 
rooms,  published  a  circular,  employed  a  faculty  of 
five  teachers  including  himself,  and  on  the  9th  of 
September  opened  the  school  known  as  the  Oelwein 
Normal  and  Commercial  School.  Here  he  found 
things  to  be  in  very  much  the  same  state  of 
affairs  as  did  Fulton  when  the  time  had  arrived  to 
try  his  steamer.  Some  laughed  at  the  idea,  some 
hoped,  and  some  doubted.  The  faculty  for  the 
great  part  was  young  and  llic  public  put  but  little 
confidence  in  them.  The  first  day  there  were  but 
twenty-four  students  to  register.  But  as  the  school 
progressed  it  gave  good  satisfaction  to  its  patrons 
and  inspired  confidence  in  those  who  were  waiting 
for  results.      Soon  the  ranks  began  to  fill  up  and 


by  tiie  end  of  the  fall  term  there  were  nearly 
seventy  students  registered.  The  fall  term  had 
proven  to  the  i>ublic  that  it  was  a  school  of  merit 
and  one  worthy  of  patronage.  So  much  so  that 
when  the  winter  term  opened  a  large  number  were 
ready  to  enter  the  ranks.  It  was  during  the  latter 
part  of  this  term  that  the  school  changed  its  name 
to  the  Iowa  Normal,  a  name  which  was  more  in 
keeping  with  the  ambition  of  its  Principal.  The 
school  has  chosen  for  its  guiding  star,  "Excelsior," 
is  rapidly  pushing  ui)  the  steeps  of  popularity,  and 
will  only  stop  when  it  has  reached  the  heights. 


ROF.  ARTHUR  P.  ABBOTT,  Principal  of 
the  Oelwein  Normal  and  Coranieiciai  School, 
was  born  in  liethel  Township,  July  14,  1867, 
and  is  a  son  of  Peter  G.  and  Emily  (Palmer) 
Abbott.  His  father  was  a  native  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, horn  in  Concortl,  and  is  a  descendant  of 
George  Abbott,  one  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  who 
came  to  this  country  in  the  "May  fiower."  He  was  of 
the  sixth  generation  from  the  founder  of  the  fam- 
ily. The  mother's  family  was  also  established  in 
America  at  the  same  time.  Rev.  Lyman  Abbott 
and  the  historian,  J.  C.  Abbott,  are  of  this  family. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  came  to  Fayette  County 
in  18.55.  and  settled  in  Bethel  Tosvnsiiii),  where  the 
father  is  still  living.  His  wife  died  in  May,  1873, 
and  lie  afterwards  married  Mrs.  Achsa  Morse,  a 
widow. 

Our  subject  is  fourth  in  order  of  birth  in  a  fam- 
ily of  five  children,  four  of  whom  grew  to  mature 
years.  He  received  liberal  educational  advantages, 
having  supplemented  his  course  in  the  public 
schools  by  study  in  the  Iowa  College  of  (TrinncU. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  had  fitted  himself  for 
teaching  and  embarked  upon  that  profession.  '  He 
has  taught  in  Poweshiek,  Marshall,  Jasper,  Bremer 
and  Fayette  Counties  and  on  the  9th  of  September, 
1890,  he  opened  the  Oelwein  Normal  and  Commer- 
cial School,  which  he  is  now  conducting.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Republican  party  and 
in  religious  belief  is  a  Congregationalist.     He  holds 
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mombership  in  Alpha  Lodge,  I.  O.  G.  T.,  of  Alpha, 
Iowa,  and  is  an  intelligent,  enterprising  young 
man,  who  has  a  bright  future  before  him.  His 
school  deserves  a  liberal  patronage,  for  its  Principal 
has  won  success  as  an  educator,  together  with  the 
commendation  and  good  wishes  of  those  who  are 
acquainted  with  his  methods  of  teaching. 

ylLLIAM  McCLINTOCK,  a  retired  journa- 
list who  since  1851  has  been  a  resident  of 
West  Union,  was  born  in  Arcadia,   Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  August  13,   1821,  and   is  a  son  of 
James   and    Hepsibah    (.Jones)    McClintock.      His 
father    was    born    in    Hillsboro,    N.    H.,    and    was 
descended  from  an  old  New  Hampshire   family   of 
Scotch  origin.     His  mother  was  also  a  native  of 
Hillsboro.     They  removed  to  New  York  soon  after 
their  marriage  and  subsequently  became  residents 
of  Geauga  County,  Ohio,  where   for  twenty  years 
our  subject  made    his    home.     Upon    his   father's 
farm  he  was  reared  to  manhood  and  in   his  youth 
acquired  an  academic  education.     Not   wishing  to 
engage    in    agricultural    pursuits,    he    turned     his 
attention  to  the  study  of  law  and  was  admitted  to 
the    bar  in    Geauga    County,  in    1849,    practicing 
there  until  his  emigration  to  Iowa  two  years  later. 
In  the  meantime,  Mr.  McClintock  was  united  in 
marriage  in   1850  with   Miss  Athalia   M.   Lacy,  a 
native  of  Aurora,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of   Jasper 
Lacy.  By  their  union  was  born  five  children,  three 
sons  and  two  daughters — Frank,  the  eldest,  married 
Miss  Fannie  Kent  and  is  living  in  Grand  Junction, 
Col.;  Addie  died  in   March,   1887;  Nell  B.    is   the 
wife  of  H.  B.  Blackmun  of  West  Union;    Will    H. 
married  Mattie  Fawcett  and   is  living  in   Chicago; 
Fred  is  single  and  also  makes  his  home  in  Chicago. 
On  coming  to  West  Union  in  1851,  Mr.  McClin- 
tock opened  a  law   oHice  and  continued   practice 
until  about  1871,  doing  a  fair  legal   business.     In 
addition  to  his  labors  in  that  line   he  took   upon 
himself  the  management  of  a  paper  on  the    Ist  of 
January,  18G6,  at  which  time   there   was  no  other 
paper  in  the  county.     He   established    the   Fayette 
County  Union  and  continued  its  publication   until 


1878,  when  he  retired  to  private  life.  About  nine 
years  later  however,  he  entered  upon  the  duties  of 
postmaster  of  West  Union,  to  which  he  was  ap- 
pointed in  March,  1887.  He  faithfully  discharged 
the  duties  of  the  office  until  April  10,  1800,  when 
he  was  succeeded  by  the  present  incumbent.  Mr. 
McClintock  is  the  oldest  surviving  journalist  of 
Fayette  County  and  has  been  identified  with  the 
press  and  bar  of  the  county  for  thirty-nine  years. 
He  has  always  been  a  consistent  supporter  of  the 
Democracy  and  in  the  interests  of  his  i^arty  pub- 
lished the  Fayette  County  Union.  On  considering 
the  many  years  in  which  his  party  was  in  the  minor- 
ity in  Iowa  and  the  hostile  feeling  against  it, 
especially  during  the  dark  da^-s  of  the  late  war,  we 
see  that  he  must  have  had  special  reasons  for  his 
unswerving  support.  Principle  was  the  founda- 
tion for  his  consistency  and  even  his  political 
enemies  gave  him  their  respect,  knowing  his  motives. 
He  is  held  in  high  regard  throughout  the  entire 
community  and  is  well  worthy  a  representation  in 
this  volume. 


•^^ 


UILLIAM  F.  LACKIiY,  also  deserves  recog- 
nition in  this  volume  as  one  of  the  early 
^^  settlers  of  the  county.  He  was  born  in 
Franklin  County,  Vt.,  December  20,  1819,  and  is  a 
son  of  Willis  and  Dorothea  (Hogle)  Lackey.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  after  having  served  in  Wash- 
ington's army  for  five  years,  drew  a  pension  for  a 
long  time  before  his  death.  About  1798  he  emi- 
grated from  Kentucky  to  Veimont  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  Willis  Lackey  was  born 
in  Vermont  and  on  reaching  manhood  crossed  the 
line  into  Canada,  where  he  married  Miss  Hogle, 
who  was  born  about  1790.  Her  parents  emigrated 
from  New  York  to  Canada,  about  the  time  of  the 
Revolutionary  War.  The  young  couple  settled  in 
Franklin  Co\inty,  Vt.,  where  Mr.  Lackey  devoted 
himself  to  farming.  His  death  occurred  in  Canada 
in  1854,  and  his  wife,  who  long  survived  him, 
died  in  Brush  Creek  in  1882.  He  was  a  lifelong 
supporter  of  the  Democratic  party  and  a  worthy 
citizen.     She  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Episcoi 
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pal  Church,  but  subsequently  united  Tfith  the 
Christian  Cliurch.  In  tlieir  family  were  eleven 
children,  eight  of  whom  livtd  to  mature  years, 
while  six  yet  abide,  namely:  William  F.;  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  JIcGlinn,  of  California;  Mrs.  Charity 
Wheeland,  of  this  county;  Melvin,  a  wagon  manu- 
facturer of  Brush  Creek;  Frederick  J.,  who  is  liv- 
ing in  Jasper  Count}',  Mo. ;  and  Mrs.  Sarah  Durkee, 
of  Canada. 

William  Lackey,  our  subject,  suffered  some  dis- 
advantage from  being  the  eldest  of  a  large  family, 
as  his  services  were  in  consequence  needed  upon 
the  farm  and  his  educational  advantages  thus  lim- 
ited. He  remained  under  the  imrental  roof  until 
twenty  years  of  age,  but  deciding  to  try  some  other 
business  in  life  he  bought  his  time  of  his  father 
and  ap]3renticed  himself  to  the  blacksmith's  trade, 
serving  a  term  of  three  years,  after  which  he  fol- 
lowed that  pur.suit  as  an  employe  for  nearly  fifteen 
years.  In  Finnklin  County,  Vt.  he  led  to  the  mar- 
riage aliar  on  the  1st  of  January,  1843,  Miss 
Sarali  Hooper,  who  was  born  near  Plaltsliurg,  N.  Y., 
]\Iaj'  26,  1820.  and  is  one  of  twelve  cliildren,  nine 
of  whom  are  still  living.  AV^hen  aliout  six  months 
old  her  parents  removed  to  Franklin  County-,  Vt. 
Her  grandfather  Hooper  came  to  this  country  from 
England,  locating  in  Maine,  where  her  father,  John 
W.,  was  born.     He  married  Miss  Polly  Hall. 

Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Lackey  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  a  farm  in  his  native  county,  where  they  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  1856,  when  he  loaded  his  fam- 
ily and  household  effects  into  a  wagon  and  started 
for  Iowa.  The  journey  was  completed  ut  the  end 
of  sir  weeks.  Instead  of  camping  out  at  night, 
they  remained  at  hotels  and  were  thus  able  to  drive 
later  and  start  earlier.  On  reaching  their  destina- 
tion Mr.  Lackey  purchased  one  liundred  and  eighty 
acres  of  land  which  he  improved,  transforming  it 
into  a  good  farm.  The  first  spring  he  built  a  barn 
in  which  they  lived  for  a  year  and  a  half,  at  the  end 
of  whicii  time  they  removed  into  a  house  which  he 
liad  just  completed.  Giving  himself  assiduously  to 
his  work,  he  soon  had  a  most  excellent  farm  and  is 
still  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-fiye  acres 
of  valuable  land,  beside  town  property,  eighty  acres 
lying  within  and  adjoining  the  corporate  limits  of 
Brush  Creek.     .Air.  Lackey  may  truly   be  called  a 


self-made  man  for  what  he  has,  has  been  acquired 
through  his  own  efforts.  In  his  earlier  years  he 
affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party  but  on  the  rise 
of  the  Republican  party  joined  its  ranks  and  has 
since  been  one  of  its  supporters.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  County  Board  of  Supervisois  from  Putnam 
Township  for  two  years,  and  has  been  Trustee  of 
both  Putnam  and  Fairfield  Townships.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  in  which 
he  has  been  a  Trustee  for  many  years  and  upon  the 
.School  Board  he  has  also  served.  Thirty-four  years 
have  p.assed  since  he  came  to  the  county  and  during 
that  time  he  has  done  nothing  to  forfeit  the  esteem 
and  confidence  accorded  hira. 


■.o*o-(^y^<^^-o*o.- 


HE  FAYETTE  C(JUNTY  NATIONAL 
BANK,  of  AVest  Union,  was  incorporated 
yy  July  15,  1872,  with  the  following  officers: 
President,  Joseph  Hobson ;  A'ice  President,  S.  B. 
Zeigler;  and  Cashier,  E.  A.  AVHiitney.  The  bank 
was  incorporated  with  a  capital  of  §50,000,  the  old 
Fayette  County  Bank  being  merged  into  the  new 
bank  on  the  5th  of  August  following.  Joseph  Hob- 
son  continued  as  President  until  December,  1887, 
when  he  retired  and  was  succeeded  by  S.  B.  Zeig- 
ler, who  has  since  held  that  position.  II.  B.  Iloyt 
succeeded  to  the  position  of  V^ice  President.  E.  A. 
AVhitney,  Cashier,  retired  in  the  spring  of  1886  and 
was  succeeded  April  5  of  that  year  by  E.  B.  Shaw, 
who  has  since  served  in  that  [)osition.  The  present 
Board  of  Directors  is  comprised  of  the  following- 
named  gentlemen :  S.  B.  Zeigler,  H.  B.  Iloyt,  B.  H. 
Hinkly.  G.  D.  Durnall,  I.  .AI.  AVeod,  John  S.  Brewer 
and  David  Bell. 

In  1878  the  capital  of  the  bank  was  increased 
from  earnings  to  $100,000.  The  showing  of  the 
bank  at  this  writing,  October,  1890,  is  as  follows: 
Capital  $100,000;  surplus  $16,700;  undivided  prof- 
its $4,000;  a  deposit  of -^131,000;  and  a  loan  of 
$177,000.  The  above  figures  indicate  that  the 
career  of  the  bank  lias  been  smooth  and  prosperous 
and  that  it  is  one  of  the  soundest  and  best  con- 
ducteil  financial  institutions  of  Northeastern  Iowa. 

The   Fayette   County    Savings    Bank,  which   is 
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operated  in  connection  with  the  Fayette  County 
National  Banit,  was  organized  August  23,  1875, 
with  an  authorized  capital  of  §50,000,  ^10,000  of 
which  was  paid  in  at  the  oiganizalion  of  the  bank, 
since  which  time  the  cash  capital  has  been  increased 
to  $15,000.  The  first  officers  were:  S.  B.  Zeigler, 
President;  Joseph  tlobson,  Vice  President;  E.  A. 
Whitney,  Treasurer.  The  present  officers,  in  1890, 
are:  H.  B.  Hoyt,  President;  Ira  M.  Weed,  Vice 
President;  and  E.  B.  Shaw,  Treasurer;  while  tlie 
Board  of  Directors  is  composed  of  the  following- 
named  gentlemen:  S.  B.  Zeigler,  II.  B.  Hoyt,  I.  M. 
Weed,  John  Owens  and  E.  B.  Shaw.  The  bank  has 
done  a  good  business  and  is  in  a  pros|)erous  condi- 
tion, 

'^ ' 


»-*H^ 


eOL.  HARVEY  SMITH  SHELDON,  a  lead- 
ing attorney -at-law  of  West  Union,  was 
))orn  in  Troy,  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y., 
April  23,  1849,  and  is  a  son  of  Frederick  A.  and 
Anna  K.  (Smilh)  Sheldon,  both  native  born  citi- 
zens of  Troy.  His  father  was  born  May  29,  1822, 
and  was  descended  from  one  of  tlie  oldest  American 
families  of  English  and  Holland  Dutch  lineage. 
The  Sheldons  trace  their  gcnealogj'  back  to  Eng- 
lish anceslr}'  as  follows:  Col.  Harvey  S.,  son  of 
Frederick  A.,  wliose  father  was  Daniel  Sheldon,  a 
native  of  Herkimer,  N.  Y.,  born  in  179G,  and  who 
married  a  Miss  Van  Cott,  who  belonged  to  an  old 
Holland  family  of  Herkimer  County.  Daniel 
Sheldon  was  the  son  of  Asa  Sheltlon,  who  was  born 
in  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  in  1761,  and  was  a  son  of 
Rev.  James  Sheldon,  who  was  born  in  Providence, 
R  I.,  in  1727,  and  whose  father  was  Timothy  Shel- 
don, Jr.  His  birth  occurred  in  Providence  in  1687, 
he  being  the  son  of  Timothy  Sheldon,  Sr.,  who  was 
born  in  Pawtucket  in  1666,  and  whose  father, 
John  .Sheldon,  was  born  in  I'awtucket  in  1640. 
Ten  years  previous  to  that  time,  his  father,  James 
Sheldon,  a  native  of  England,  emigrated  to  America 
and  settled  in  Pawtucket,  R.  I.  The  family  had 
many  representatives  in  the  patriotic  army  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution  and  several  of  its  members 
were  commissioned  officers. 

In  1792  Asa  Sheldon  removed  to  Troy,  N,  Y 


and  thence  to  Herkimer,  where  Daniel  Sheldon,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  1796.  His 
son,  Frederick  A.,  died  September  5,  1889.  He 
married  Anna  K.  Smilh,  who  was  born  in  Troy. 
N.  Y.,  December  27,  1827,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Har- 
vey and  Jane  (McLeod)  Smith.  Her  father  was 
born  in  Middlesex  County,  Conn.,  and  was  a  son 
of  Michael  and  Mary  (Hall)  Smith.  His  father 
was  a  soldier  of  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  Harvey' 
Sraith  was  married  December  19,  1825,  to  Miss 
Jane,  daughter  of  Mordecai  and  Catherine  Jane 
( Anderson)McLeod,  of  Broadalbin,  Fulton  County, 
N.  Y.  Her  father  was  born  on  the  Isle  of  Skye, 
Scotland,  and  came  to  America  as  a  soldier  of  the 
English  army,  serving  under  Gen.  Burgoyne  at  the 
battle  of  Saratoga.  Mrs.  .Smith  was  born  in  Broad- 
albin, N.  Y.,  August  19,  1804,  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church  for  more  than  half 
a  century.     She  resi<les  in  Troy. 

Col.  Sheldon  was  educated  at  the  Polytechnic 
Institute  of  Troy.  In  1879  he  came  to  Iowa,  and 
purchased  the  II.  B.  Hoyt  farm  of  two  hundred 
and  forty-eight  acres,  situated  two  miles  north  of 
West  Union,  which  he  improved  until  it  is  one  of 
the  best  farms  in  the  county,  probably  the  very 
best  in  quality  and  extent  of  buildings  and  appoint- 
ments. Col.  Shelilon  w.as  married  in  West  Union 
May  17,  1880,  to  Ella  Herriraan,  daugiiter  of  D. 
B.  and  Elizabeth  (Dye)  Herriman.  She  was  born 
in  the  Township  of  Illyria,  where  her  parents  were 
among  the  very  earliest  settlers.  Two  children 
grace  their  union,  a  son  and  daughter,  Mabel  A. 
and  Fred  McLeod. 

In  politics  the  Colonel  is  a  Republican  on  the 
principle  of  protection  to  American  industries.  He 
is  a  large  stockholder  in  the  Star  Knitting  Mills,  of 
Cohoes,  N.  Y.,  which  fact  ma}'  or  may  not  have 
had  an  influence  in  shaping  his  opinions.  He  was 
appointed  to  a  position  on  the  staff  of  his  friend, 
Gov.  Slierman,  of  Iowa,  with  rank  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel,  through  which  service  he  acquired  the 
title  by  which  lie  is  generall}-  knovvn.  Having  a 
taste  for  the  legal  profession.  Col.  Sheldon,  after  a 
course  of  study  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  West 
Union  under  Judge  Cooley  in  1880,  and  in  Febru- 
ary of  that  year  opened  an  office  at  that  place.  He 
continued  to   carry  on   his   farm   and    make  it  his 
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residence  until  1889,  when  he  removed  to  "West 
Union,  where  he  now  resides.  Tlie  Colonel  is  a 
liiirty-second  degree  Mason,  one  of  the  verj'  few 
in  the  Slate,  and  attained  that  degree  when  not 
quite  twent3'-five  years  of  age.  lie  was  made  a 
Mason  in  Mt.  Zion  Lodge,  of  Tioy,  N.  Y.,  was 
demitted  and  became  a  member  of  Stillwater  Lodge 
of  Stillwater,  N.  Y.  He  is  now  a  member  of  Lang- 
ridge  Commandery,  K.  T.  of  West  Union,  and  a 
life  member  of  the  Albany  Sovereign  Consistory 
of  New  York.  Col.  Sheldon  has  an  interesting 
collection  of  antique  family  pa|)ers  of  tiie  last 
century  and  the  beginning  of  this.  Deeds  and 
titles  issued  to  members  of  his  family  in  early  Col-, 
oriial  times  under  English  rule  are  among  them, 
one  of  the  most  interesting  of  which  is  a.  certifi- 
cate of  membership  to  Lieut.  Daniel  Sheldon  (a 
brother  of  Col.  Sheldon's  great-grandfather)  in  the 
society  of  the  Cincinnati,  which  bears  the  original 
signatures  of  George  Washington  and  Henry  Knox. 


-^^^*^ 
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^OHN  "W.  LICKISS,  who  resides  on  section 
23,  Fairfield  Township,  is  practically  living 
a  retired  life,  having  laid  aside  the  more 
arduous  duties  of  farming  and  engaging  now 
only  in  the  culture  of  garden  vegetables  and  small 
fruits.  He  was  born  in  Leicestershire,  England, 
October  5,  1826,  at  Castle  Donnington,  and  is  the 
first-born  of  nine  children,  whose  parents  are  John 
and  Maria  (Webster)  Lickiss.  They  were  married 
in  1824,  in  Leicestershire,  where  their  childhood 
days  were  spent.  Her  father  was  a  tinner  and 
coppersmith.  Mr.  Lickiss,  Sr.,  when  a  young  man 
went  to  Hull,  where  he  spent  seven  years  as  an 
apprentice  to  the  tanner's  trade.  He  educated 
himself  and  practiced  his  writing  in  boxes  of  sand. 
He  first  came  to  America  about  1821,  but  returned 
and  wedded  Miss  Webster.  Four  years  later  he 
brought  his  young  wife  and  two  of  his  children  to 
this  country,  locating  in  Brunswick,  N.  .J.,  where 
he  worked  at  his  trade  for  about  six  years  when, 
in  1834,  he  emigrated  westward  and  became  a 
resident  of  Wayne  County-,  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan.     There  he  bought  land  and  in  the  midst 


of  the  forest  developed  a  farm.  This  work  was 
entirely  new  to  him,  he  having  never  had  any 
experience  as  an  agriculturist,  but  he  was  quick  to 
learn,  profited  by  the  experience  of  others,  and 
persevering,  at  length  had  a  well-cultiyated  farm. 
He  also  established  a  lan-3'ard  in  Michigan  and 
successfully  carried  on  that  business  for  some  time. 
In  1842  he  went  to  Ohio,  but  returned  to  Michi- 
gan, whence  he  came  to  Iowa  in  1869,  locating  in 
Tajiorville.  He  owned  considerable  property  in 
this  county,  and  here  lived  a  retired  life,  the 
profits  derived  from  his  business  in  former  years 
being  sufficient  to  keep  him  in  ease.  He  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics  and  in  early  life  a  member  of 
the  Church  of  England,  but  afterward  united  witii 
the  Methodist  Church.  His  wife  died  January  28, 
1875,  and  going  to  Illinois  he  married  his  brother's 
widow.  By  the  first  union  nine  cliildren  were  born, 
as  follows:  John  W.,  of  this  sketch;  George,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  nineteen;  Ann,  who  is  living  in 
Toledo,  Ohio;  Elizabeth,  a  resident  of  Nebraska; 
Lucy,  deceased;  William,  an  engineer;  Mary,  who 
resides  in  Michigan;  Ed,  who  enlisted  in  the  reg- 
ular army  and  served  through  the  Modoc  AVar  and 
the  Civil  War;  and  Mrs.  Martha  Hutchison,  of 
Brush  Creek,  who  completes  the  family. 

Amid  the  scenes  of  pioneer  life  our  subject  was 
reared  to  manhood  and  the  same  experiences  met 
liim  in  later  years.  He  was  a  babe  of  two,  when 
the  family  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  this  country. 
For  seven  weeks  and  four  days  they  were  upon  the 
bosom  of  the  ocean,  but  at  length  safely  arrived  at 
New  York  Harbor.  Mr.  Lickiss  was  six  years  old 
when  they  removed  to  Michigan.  The  few  schools 
which  had  already  been  established  were  very 
inferior,  and  so  under  the  direction  of  his  father 
lie  acquired  his  education  at  home  in  the  evenings. 
He  learned  the  tanner's  trade  and  for  some  years 
engaged  in  that  business.  He  left  the  parental  roof 
to  make  a  home  for  himself.  In  1  849  he  chose  as  a 
helpmate  on  life's  journey  Miss  Sarah  Jane  Han- 
cock, the  union  being  celebrated  February  2.0. 
The  lad3'  was  born  in  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  Octo- 
ber 24,  1831,  and  W!»s  brought  to  Michigan  by  her 
parents,  George  and  Caroline  Hancock,  the  former  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  latter  of  the 
Empire  State,  born  in  Washington   County.     Her 
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father  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  but  followed 
farming  for  nian^  yours.  Leaving;  Michigan  in 
1851,  he  removed  lo  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  locat- 
ing in  the  suburbs  of  Brusli  Creek,  whei-e  he  made 
his  home  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1878, 
at  the  age  of  eigiity-one  years.  IIis  wife  purcliased 
the  first  yard  of  cloth  ever  retailed  in  Brush  Creek. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Liekiss  began  llieir  domestic  life 
upon  a  farm  in  Michigan,  but  after  three  years 
became  residents  of  Jones  County,  Iowa.  They  are 
tlie  parents  of  the  following  children:  George  A., 
who  is  in  a  store  in  Brush  Creek;  Carrie  M.,  wife 
of  Charles  Leonard,  of  Cherokee  County,  Iowa; 
.John  W.,  who  resides  in  the  same  county;  Perry 
P.,  who  married  Martha  Peterman  and  is  a  farmer 
of  Fairfield  Township;  Lorena  E.,  wife  of  (ieorge 
Oakley,  of  Nebraska;  William  A.,  who  married 
Eliza  Oakley  and  is  also  living  in  Nebraska;  Fan- 
nie E.,  wife  of  George  Hummel,  of  Clayton  County; 
Maggie,  deceased;  Marv  E.,  Robert  and  Percy  at 
home;  and  Edwin  and  Lucy,  who  died  in  infancy. 
With  the  exception  of  the  two  last-named  all  grew 
to  mature  years  and  received  liberal  educations, 
thus  being  fitted  for  the  practical  duties  of  life. 
The  two  eldest  have  taught  school  successfully 
and  George  has  been  employed  in  that  capacity 
throughout  the  county. 

Mr.  Liekiss  spent  about  two  and  one-half  years 
in  Jones  County,  Iowa,  engaged  in  carpentering 
and  (>ther  pursuits,  and  in  1854  came  to  Fayette 
County,  making  his  home  with  his  wife's  father 
south  of  Brush  Creek  for  a  short  time.  In  1855 
he  purchased  his  present  farm,  comprising  forty- 
acres  of  prairie  land  and  ten  acres  of  timber  land. 
It  was  entirely  destitute  of  improvements,  unless 
we  could  call  a  log  shanty  by  that  term.  The 
purchase  price  was  §500,  but  now  it  could  not  be 
bought  for  several  times  that  amount.  In  connec- 
tion with  general  farming  he  engaged  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  in  carpenter  work.  He  put  the 
finishing  touches  on  the  first  dry-goods  store  in 
Brush  Creek  and  built  the  first  frame  house  at  that 
place.  As  the  years  have  passed  his  capital  has 
increased,  and  the  competence  which  he  has  now 
acquired  enables  him  to  lay  aside  the  more  arduous 
duties  of  farm  life.  However,  not  content  to  live 
in  idleness,  he  has  a  garden  and  also   raises  small 


fruits.  He  cast  his  first  vote  for  Lewis  Cass  in 
18  4<s  and  supported  llie  Democratic  party  until 
the  elections  of  Lincoln  and  Grant  when  he  voted 
with  the  Republican  party.  He  has  since  .again 
voted  with  the  Democracy  and  with  the  Green- 
back party  and  favors  the  princi[ilns  of  the  latter. 
He  remembers  to  have  seen  Gen.  Jackson,  when 
he  was  escorting  Black  Hawk  over  the  countr}'. 
For  many  years  Mr.  Liekiss  has  been  a  member  of 
the  United  Brethren  Church  of  Brush  Creek.  On 
their  trip  from  New  Jersey  to  Michigan  at  Buf- 
falo, N.  Y.,  they  were  to  board  a  boat  for  Detroit. 
There  were  two  boats  to  leave  about  the  same  time 
and  the}'  each  wanted  to  arrive  at  Cleveland; 
in  the  flurry  three  of  the  children  got  aboard  the 
boat  and  it  pulled  out,  leaving  the  parents  and 
three  of  the  children  standing  on  the  wharf.  One 
of  the  children  on  boaid  tlie  boat  was  less  than  a 
year  old.  Theie  was  a  German  lady  on  board 
who  took  care  of  the  children  until  they  were 
landed  in  Cleveland  where  they  had  to  st.ay  until 
the  arrival  of  the  family  next  day. 


-i^m- 


ON.  LUCIAN  L.  AINSWORTH,  attorney- 
at-law  and  the  senior  member  of  the  law 
firm  of  Ainsworth  &  Hobson,  of  West 
f^  Union,  is  a  native  of  New  York,  his  birth 
having  occurred  in  New  Woodstock,  on  June  21, 
1831.  His  parents,  Paimonas  and  Kezia  (Webber) 
Ainsworth,  both  of  whom  were  also  born  in  New 
Woodstock  and  were  of  P^nglish  descent.  The 
Ainsworth  family  was  founded  in  America  by  emi- 
grants from  England  in  the  early  Colonial  days. 
Abiel  Ainsworth,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a 
lineal  descendant  of  one  of  the  family  who  settled  in 
Connecticut.  He  was  born  in  that  State,  and  in  his 
youth  removed  to  New  Woodstock,  Madison 
County,  N.  Y'.,  with  his  parents.  His  fatiier  was  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution  and  died  a 
prisoner  on  board  an  English  man-of-war. 

Mr.  Ainsworth's  father  was  born  in  1808,  and  is 
living  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-two,  his  residence 
being  in  his  native  town  of  New  Woodstock.  His 
wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  wjis  born  in  1811, 
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find  died  in  1847,  at  the  ag-e  of  thirty -six  years.  She 
was  descended  from  an  old  Massachusetts  family 
of  English  oil^^in,  who  had  settled  in  the  colony  of 
Massachusetts  prior  to  the  War  of  the  Revolution, 
whence  some  of  its  members  liad  removed  to  New 
Woodstock  in  an  early  day.  There  were  four  chil- 
dren, two  sons  and  two  daughters  in  the  family  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ainsworth,  of  whom  Lucian  L.  is  the 
eldest;  Lucretia  is  now  the  wife  of  Henry  Judd,  of 
Cazenovia,  N.  Y.;  Walter  C.  married  Nora  Davis 
and  resides  in  Breckeuridge,  Minn.;  and  Harriet 
C,  the  youngest,  is  the  wife  of  Augustus  Judd,  also 
a  resident  of  Cazenovia.  Several  years  after  the 
death  of  his  wife,  Sir.  Ainsworth  married  again, 
his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Amanda  Carpen- 
ter, and  by  that  marriage  was  born  a  daughter,  Ella 
K.,  now  Mrs.  Frank  .Soule,  of  Cazenovia,  N.  Y. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  primary 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town 
and  later  attentled  the  Oneida  Conference  Seminary 
of  Cazenovia.  He  fitted  himself  for  his  profession 
in  the  office  of  Miner  &  Sloan,  attorneys  of  De 
Ruyter,  N.  Y"".,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
Maclison  County,  N.  Y.,  in  18o4.  Thinking  the 
West  would  furnish  better  opportunities  for  a 
young  man  just  embarking  upon  his  business  career, 
in  the  spring  of  1855  he  made  his  way  to  the 
JUississippi  Valley  and  located  in  Belvidere,  111., 
where  he  became  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of 
Beckwitli  &  Ainsworth.  After  a  few  months  how- 
ever he  crossed  to  the  western  side  of  the  Father 
of  Waters,  locating  in  West  Union,  Iowa,  in  August. 
Opening  an  office  December  following  he  embarked 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  which  he  contin- 
ued alone  until  March,  1856,  when  he  formed  a  law 
partnership  with  Judge  C.  A.  Newcomb,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Newcomb  &  Ainsworth  which  con- 
nection continued  until  1859,  when  the  Judge 
retired.  In  the  fall  of  1860,  he  formed  a  law  part- 
nership with  C.  H.  Millar  under  the  firm  name  of 
Ainsworth  &  Millar. 

In  the  meantime  both  entered  the  army,  Mr.  Ains- 
worth enlisting  in  the  volunteer  service  in  the  late 
war,  raised  a  company  and  was  commissioned  on 
Januarj-  31,  1863,  as  Captainof  Company  C,  Sixth 
Iowa  Cavalry,  under  Col.  Wilson.  The  regiment 
was  ordered  to  the  West  against  the  Indians,    The 


command  left  the  month  of  the  Big  Cheyenne, 
August  21,  1863,  and  on  the  3rd  of  September, 
participated  in  the  battle  of  White  Stone  Hill.  Com- 
pany C,  under  command  of  Capt.  L.  L.  Ainsworth, 
was  one  of  four  companies  that  were  detailed  as  a 
scouting  partj'.  They  advanced  and  discovered  a 
large  body  of  Indians  at  White  Stone  Hill,  whom 
they  held  in  parley  until  notice  had  been  sent  the 
command  and  the  main  body  of  troops  had  come 
up.  The  official  re])ort  states  that  upon  the  Sixth 
Iowa  Cavalry  devolved  the  task  of  surrounding 
the  Indians  and  driving  them  in.  The  red  men, 
after  retreating  a  distance,  took  advantage  of  the 
increasing  darkness,  turned  and  opened  fire  on  their 
pursuers,  which  was  returned  with  terrible  effect. 
Darkness  prevented  following  up  the  advantage 
and  the  soldiers  camped  on  the  battlefield.  Under 
cover  of  night  the  Indians  stole  away  leaving  their 
course  strewn  for  miles  with  provisions,  packs, 
robes  and  ponies.  Col.  Wilson  reported  very  flat- 
teringly of  the  behavior  of  the  Iowa  officers  and 
men  in  their  first  battle.  On  July  28,  1864,  the 
Sixtli  Iowa  took  part  in  the  engagement  with  the 
Indians  at  Tahkahokuta,  where  the  Indians  were 
driven  out  with  considerable  loss.  The  regiment 
parlici|)ated  in  several  other  engagements  and  skir- 
mishes with  the  redskins  in  Western  Dakota,  and 
at  length  was  mustered  out  in  Sioux  City,  Iowa, 
October  17,  1865. 

On  his  return  from  the  army,  Capt.  Ainsworth 
resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  West 
Union  in  partnership  with  Mr.  C.  H.  Millar,  his 
former  partner,  which  continued  until  1873,  and  on 
February  16,  1875,  formed  the  existing  partnership 
with  A.  N.  Ilobson.  In  politics,  the  Ca|)tain  is  a 
Democrat.  He  was  elected  Senator  to  the  Iowa 
Legislature  in  1859,  serving  four  years  and  took 
part  in  two  regular  and  two  extra  sessions  and 
served  on  the  Judiciary  and  Railway  Committees, 
doing  good  service  in  each,  esiiecially  on  the  former 
that  had  in  charge  the  revision  of  the  laws.  In 
1871,  he  was  elected  a  Representative  of  the  Four- 
teenth General  Assembly  and  served  one  terra.  He 
was  appointed  on  the  Judiciary  Committee  and 
aided  in  preparing  the  Iowa  Code  of  laws  that  was 
adopted  in  the  session  of  1873.  The  following 
year  he  was  elected  to  Congress  from   the    Fourth 
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Iowa  District  and  during  his  term  of  service  was  a 
member  of  the  Committees  on  Post-offices,  Post- 
roads  and  Private  Land  Claims.  At  the  succeeding 
election  he  declined  a  re-nomination.  ISIr.  Ains- 
worth  has  been  actively  identified  with  the  educa- 
tional interests  of  the  city  and  has  served  several 
years  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education. 

It  was  in  West  Union  on  December  8,  1859,  that 
the  Captain  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Margaret 
McCool,  who  was  born  in  Louisburg,  Pa.,  Novem- 
ber 20,  1833,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Josepti  and 
Eleanor  (^Nevius)  McCool.  She  came  with  her 
parents  to  Illinois  in  1839,  locating  in  Freeport; 
subsequently  siie  came  to  West  Union  on  a  visit  to 
her  sister  and  it  was  here  they  first  met.  She  is  a 
woman  of  superior  natural  ability  and  force  of 
character.  She  received  a  liberal  education  and  her 
reading  has  been  varied  and  extensive.  In  the 
domestic  relations,  Mrs.  Aiusworth  is  known  as  a 
devoted  wife  and  mother,  whose  patient  tenderness, 
wise  counsels  and  unswerving  love  have  kept  the 
atmosphere  of  the  home  circle  healthful  and  cheer- 
ing. Six  children,  four  sons  and  two  daughters 
have  been  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ainsworth  and 
five  are  now  living  :  James  W.,  who  married  Jennie 
Archer  and  resides  in  Colmar,  Iowa,  is  employed  in 
the  railway  mail  service;  Kittie  A.,  is  the  wife  of 
Fred  W.  Wliite,  a  druggist  of  Clermont,  Iowa; 
Charles  Gray  died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  Porter 
Lester,  who  wedded  Annie  Dershara,  is  a  law  stu- 
dent; WiJlard  Joseph  is  a  student  of  the  Upper 
Iowa  University;  and  Fred  Lee,  the  youngest,  is 
reading  medicine. 

Capt.  Ainsworth  is  a  member  of  West  Union 
Lodge,  No.  69,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  ;of  McGregor  Chap- 
ter, R.  A.  M. ;  and  of  Langridge  Coramandery,  No. 
47,  K.  T.  He  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the 
United  States  courts  in  1857,  and  to  practice  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  tiie  United  States  in  1876.  He 
lias  now  been  a  member  of  the  Fayette  County  bar 
for  thirty-five  years  and  with  one  exception  is  the 
eldest  member  in  years  of  practice.  Judge  Rogers 
began  practice  two  months  prior  to  his  arrival.  Mr. 
Ainsworth  is  a  man  of  acknowledged  superior 
abilit}',  the  peer  of  any  lawyer  in  the  Northeastern 
Iowa,  and  the  practice  of  the  firm  of  which  he  is 
now  the  senior  member  is  extensive  in  both   State 


and  Federal  Courts.'  In  manner  he  is  affable  and 
genial  and  is  devoted  to  his  family  and  friends 
while  professionally  he  takes  rank  among  the  lead- 
ers of  the  Iowa  bar. 


^•#- 


J  RA  M.  WEED,  Vice-President  of  the  Fayette 
County  Savings   Bank,  of   West   Union,  and  a 

i  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Zeigler  &  Weed, 
was  born  in  Ypsilanti,  Mich.,  on  the  13tii  of 
November,  1846,  and  is  a  son  of  the  Rev.  Ira  M. 
and  Caroline  (Dutton)  Weeil.  His  father  was  born 
in  Vermont  and  graduated  from  the  Burlington 
College,  of  that  State,  after  which  he  stu<lied  law 
with  Judge  Fine,  of  Ogdensburg,  N.  Y.  Having 
decided  to  engage  in  the  work  of  the  ministry,  he 
entered  the  Andover  Theological  Seminary,  from 
which  he  was  graduated,  and  in  1830  was  installed 
as  Pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  of 
Ypsilanti,  Mich.  During  the  nineteen  years  of 
his  pastorate  at  that  place  he  built  up  a  strong 
church,  whose  influence  was  felt  over  the  entire 
State.  In  1849,  moving  to  Chicago,  he  became 
connected  with  the  American  Board  of  Missions. 
Mr.  Weed  selected  a  site  upon  which  the  cit}'  of 
Lake  Forest,  111.,  now  stands,  and  through  his  influ- 
ence and  the  aid  of  Dr.  R.  A\'.  Patterson,  the  city 
was  founded.  His  last  j'ears  were  spent  in  Ypsi- 
lanti, Mich.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Caroline  Dutton,  was  born  in  Hillsboro,  N.  H  , 
February  19,  1800.  Her  eldest  sister  became  the 
wife  of  Enoch  Train,  of  Boston,  and  the  mother  of 
Mrs.  A.  D.  T.  Whitney,  the  authoress.  Mrs.  Weed's 
early  New  Flngland  home  and  its  surroundings 
are  described  by  Mrs.  Whitney  in  the  opening 
chapters  of  "The  Gayworthys  " 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  Ira  M.  Weed,  passed 
his  earh'  life  in  Chicago.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Waukegan  Academy.  In  1865  the  McGregor  West- 
ern Railway  was  building  its  line  toward  St. 
Paul  and  Mr.  Weed  became  its  Assistant  Treasurer, 
holding  the  position  until  the  sale  of  the  road  to 
the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  ife  St.  Paul  Company.  In 
1870  he  obtained  contracts  from  the  Burlington, 
Cedar    Rapids   &    Minnesota    Railroad,    building 
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forty  miles  of  that  line  between  Cedar  Falls  and 
Plymouth  Junction,  and  forty  miles  between  Cedar 
Rapids  and  Postville  on  the  Milwaukee  division. 
Upon  the  comi)letion  of  the  railway  work  he  re- 
turned to  Chicago  and  entered  upon  the  study  of 
law  in  tlie  ofBee  of  the  Hon.  Philip  Dyrenforth. 
In  1876,  again  coming  to  Iowa,  Mr.  Weed  was 
admitted  to  the  practice  of  tiie  law  and  became  a 
member  of  the  Fayette  County  bar.  Immediately 
following,  he  formed  the  existing  partnership  with 
Samuel  B.  Zeigler,  who  at  present  is  serving  as 
United  States  Consul  at  Aix  La  Chapelle,  Ger- 
many. 

In  Chicago,  in  the  month  of  February,  1874, 
Mr.  Weeil  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Maria 
C.  'i'obey,  only  daughter  of  the  late  A.  B.  Tohey, 
of  that  city.  Unto  them  has  been  born  one  son, 
Howard  T.,  who  was  l)orn  in  Chicago  June  4,  1875, 
and  is  now  a  student  in  the  West  Union  High 
School.  Mr.  Weed  is  Treasurer  of  the  indepen- 
dent school  district  and  the  cause  of  education  has 
ever  found  in  him  a  warm  friend.  He  has  been  a 
lifelong  Republican  and  has  labored  earnestly  for 
the  upbuilding  and  success  of  his  party.  The  law 
firm  of  Zeigle.r  &  Weed  is  too  well  known  to  need 
words  of  praise  from  the  historian,  but  we  would 
say  that  in  Northeastern  Iowa  there  is  no  firm 
better  known  or  none  more  deserving  the  patron- 
age of  the  public.  Mr.  Weed  became  interested 
in  the  bai.king  business  with  his  law  partner,  Mr. 
Zeigler,  who  is  Presiilent  of  the  Fayette  County 
National  Bank,  and  who  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  'the  Fayette  County  Savings  Bank,  of  which 
Mr.  Weed  is  the  present  Vice-President.  lie  is  a 
man  possessing  rare  executive  ability,  is  an  inde- 
fatigable worker,  is  Enterprising  yet  conservative, 
and  enjoys  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  with 
wliom  he  has   business  or  social  relations. 


■;iiii.iMi3>'W|:umuu_ 


US.  MARY  J.  DYlv  who  resides  on  tpction 

14,  Windsor  Townshi)),  was  born   on  the 

2.'id  of  April,  18  10,  in  Ilookstown,  licaver 

County,  Pa.,  and  was  <Mie  of   ten    cliildren 

born   unto  Rev.    William  and   Catherine  C.  (Rob- 


bins)  Moore.  Her  father  was  born  in  Beaver 
County, ^October  9,  1813,  of  Scotch  and  Irisii  an- 
cestry, and  her  mother  was  born  in  Rochester,  Addi- 
son County,  Vt.,  November  20,  1817.  During  the 
infancy  of  Mrs.  Dye  tlie  family  removed  to  Lou- 
donville,  Ashland  County.  Ohio,  where  tiiey  re- 
mained for  about  twelve  years,  when  in  18,52  thej' 
emigrated  to  Rock  County,  Wis.  Two  years  later 
the  records  of  Fayette  County  chronicle  their  arri- 
val in  Illyria  Township,  where  they  settled  on 
a  farm.  The  children  of  the  family  we  mention 
below.  The  eldest,  Rev.  Samuel  Wallace,  who  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  June  18,  1838,  received  a 
common-school  education  and  early  in  life  evinced 
a  great  interest  in  religion.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen he  joined  the  church  of  which  his  father  was 
minister,  and  at  twenty  years  of  age  began  preach- 
ing, receiving  license  from  the  Annual  Conference 
of  1800,  in  the  United  Brethren  Church.  He  took 
charge  of  a  circuit  in  Linn  County,  Iowa,  and 
traveled  one  year.  On  the  3d  of  July,  18G1,  he  was 
married  to  iMiss  Mary  Dresser,  and  one  child  was 
born  unto  them,  Init  died  in  infanc}'.  On  the  13tli 
of  Augubt,  18G2,  Rev.  Mr.  Moore  enlisted  in  Com- 
jjan}'  i).  Twenty-first  Iowa  Infantr}^  with  the  rank 
of  Sergeant.  His  comrades  in  arms  say  of  him  that 
he  alw.ays  maintained  his  dignity-  as  a  Christian 
gentleman,  rebuking  wickedness  among  the  sol- 
diers and  exhorting  them  to  aspire  to  better  things. 
During  the  engagement  at  Black  River  Bridge, 
Miss.,  May  18,  18G3,  he  received  his  death  wound, 
being  shot  ihrougli  the  neck.  He  clied  almost  in- 
stantly and  his  body  was  buried  on  the  field  where 
he  fell.  The  p()ssil)llities  for  future  usefulness  in 
that  young  life,  which  was  sacrificed  on  the  altar  of 
his  country  arc  incalculable,  and  this  is  only  an- 
other evidence  of  the  devastation  and  barbarism  of 
the  cruel  war.  The  second  in  the  family  is  Mrs. 
D3e,  who  was  followed  by  Vesta  A.  She  was  born 
April  II).  1842,  married  Thomas  J.  Rice  in  Novem- 
ber, 1801,  and  three  children  were  born  unto  them 
— .Samuel  Wallace,  \Villiam  ().  and  Katie.  The 
tw(j  former  are  married,  and  the  latter  lives  with 
her  father  in  California.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rice  were 
divorced  in  1881,  and  the  following  year  she  be- 
came the  wife  of  Daniel  .Shaffer,  of  Tama  Cil3'. 
Iowa,  by  whom  she  has  two  children.    Myrtle  and 
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Robert;  Samantha  R.,  born  January  16,  1844,  is 
the  wife  of  Peter  McKeliar,  of  Highland,  Clayton 
County,  Iowa,  and  unto  them  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren, but  two  died  in  infancy;  Roxie  A.,  born  De- 
cember 18,  1845,  becanio  the  wife  of  George  W. 
Fitch,  of  West  Union,  on  the  loth  of  April,  1866, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  five  living  children, 
and  have  lost  two;  Minerva  R.,  wife  of  Austin  R. 
Moats,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  was  born  June  19,  1847, 
and  is  the  mother  of  eight  children ;  Robert  Clark, 
born  September  4,  1850,  married  Elizabeth  Moats, 
and  resides  in  Longwood,  Caster  County,  Neb.; 
they  have  six  children,  four  living.  Edwin  Os- 
born  of  I llyria  Township,  was  born  February  16, 
1852,  and  wedded  Mary  Walkenbaugli,  by  whom 
he  has  three  children ;  Jasper  Smith,  born  May  20, 
1854,  wedded  Mary  Crane,  and  upon  the  home- 
stead in  lUyria  Township  they  are  living  with  their 
family  of  four  children;  Francis  Kirkwood,  a  farmer 
of  Custer  County,  Neb.,  was  born  September  20, 
1857,  married  Nettie  Clements,  and  has  one  child. 

Mrs.  Dye  accompanied  her  family  on  their  vari- 
ous removals  until  they  at  length  settled  in  lUyria 
Township,  Fayette  County,  where  she  grew  to 
womanhood.  Her  education  was  acquired  iu  the 
common  schools  of  those  pioneer  days,  and  she  re- 
mained at  home  until  the  18th  of  March,  1860, 
when  she  became  the  wife  of  Josiah  W.  Hardy.  He 
was  a  teacher  by  profession,  being  engaged  in  that 
avocation  when  he  first  met  .his  wife.  He  was  a 
man  of  superior  attainments,  honorable  and  upright 
in  all  things  and  possessed  the  esteem  and  confi- 
dence of  a  wide  circle  of  friends.  At  the  time  of 
his  marriage  he  was  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  but  subsequently  withdrew,  and 
with  his  wife  joined  the  United  Brethren. 

Mr.  Hardy  in  company  with  his  brother-in-law, 
enlisted  in  the  late  war  as  a  member  of  Company  I), 
Twenty-first  Iowa  Infantry,  August  13,  1862,  and 
died  in  St.  Louis,  May  25,  1863.  His  wife  visited 
him  during  his  last  illness,  her  presence  doing  much 
to  alleviate  his  sufferings.  When  she  reached  him 
he  was  too  weak  to  accompany  her  to  their  Iowa 
home,  as  had  been  his  intentions.  Learning  that 
there  was  no  hope,  Mrs.  Hardy  composed  herself 
and  awaited  the  final  separation  with  the  feelings 
which   only   a   loving   wife   can  experience  under 


such  tr3'ing  circumstances.  His  body  is  buried  in 
the  soldiers'  cemetery  at  Benton  Barracks,  Mo. 
Their  only  child  was  born  July  6,  1861,  being 
about  one  year  of  age  when  her  father  bade  her  a 
final  adieu.  She  is  now  Mrs.  Clara  S.  Shaw,  wife 
of  N.  A.  Shaw.  They  were  married  January  25, 
1882,  and  have  three  children :  Edith  Boyd,  born 
June  10,  1884;  John  Htirdy,  April  30,  1886;  and 
George  R.,  on  the  26th  of  November,  1889.  The 
family  is  comfortably  situated  on  a  farm,  and  Mr. 
Shaw  is  making  a  specialty  of  raising  thorough- 
bred Short-horn  cattle.  He  is  also  extensively  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  in  growing  hogs 
and  horses  for  the  general  market.  Prior  to  her 
marriage,  Mrs.  Sliaw  taught  a  number  of  terms  in 
the  public  schools  of  Fayette  County,  gaining  an 
enviable  reputation  as  a  teacher. 

On  the  2d  of  June,  1864,  Mrs.  Hardy  married 
Andrew  Dye.  a  widower,  having  two  children  by 
his  former  marriage:  Wallace,  of  Custer  County, 
Neb.,  who  marriecJ  Cora  Guthrie,  by  whom  he  has 
two  children;  and  Ella,  wife  of  John  McMillen,  of 
St.  Peter,  Minn.;  they  have  three  children.  Un(o 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dye  were  born  eight  children:  Vernie 
E.,  born  March  16, 1865,  married  Melvia  McC'reery, 
of  Windsor  Township,  and  resides  on  a  farm  near 
the  parental  home;  they  have  one  child,  Wenona, 
born  March  7,  1890.  Addie  E.,  born  January  28, 
1867,  attended  Western  College  in  1885-86,  and 
graduated  in  music.  Subsequently  she  returned 
and  took  up  a  general  course  of  study  which  she 
pursued  for  a  year.  She  became  the  wife  of  Rev. 
C.  F.  Schell,  of  Castalia,  Winneshiek  Counly,  Iowa, 
and  the  first  year  of  their  married  life  was  spent  in 
Powell,  Neb.,  where  Mr.  Schell  preached  to  a 
Presbyterian  congregation  and  taught  the  village 
school.  He  graduated  from  the  Western  College, 
of  Toledo,  Iowa,  in  the  Class  of  '85,  after  which  he 
attended  the  McCormick  Theological  Seminary  of 
Chicago  two  years.  He  has  been  in  the  ministry 
for  the  last  six  years,  and  is  now  pastor  of  the 
United  Brethren  Church.  He  and  his  wife  have  a 
little  daughter  Lucile.  born  September  28,  1889. 
Edwin  H.,  the  next  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dye,  was 
born  June  3,  1869,  has  followed  teaching  in  the 
public  schools,  and  is  now  pursuing  the  second 
year's  course  of  study    in    Western  College;  Min- 
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nie  A.,  born  March  2,  1871,  is  her  mother's  com- 
panion and  helper;  Bertie,  born  February  2,  1873, 
(Wed  in  infancj';  Henry  S..  born  June  19,  1874; 
Melvia  E.,  .Inly  8,  1877;  and  Suphia  Beulah,  Feb- 
ruary 5,  1881,  are  still  at  home. 

Ml-.  Dye  was  a  great  sufferer  from  dyspepsia  for 
the  last  fifteen  years  of  his  life.  Deatli  ended  his 
sufferings  January  21,  1890,  and  he  was  laid  to  rest 
in  the  beautiful  cemetery  of  West  I'nion,  where 
stands  a  monument  to  mark  his  grave  and  perpetu- 
ate his  memory.  lie  was  a  quiet,  unassuming  man 
who  was  loved  and  respected  for  his  strict  integ- 
rity, uprightness  of  character  ami  Christian  benevo- 
lence. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dye  resided  on  a  farm  near  Water- 
loo, Iowa,  until  the  autumn  of  1871,  when  they 
came  U>  this  county,  locating  on  the  farm  where 
Mrs.  Dj'c  still  makes  her  home.  It  is  a  two  hun- 
dred acre  tract  of  line  land,  and  under  a  higli  state 
of  cultivation,  while  large  barns  and  commodious 
outbuiliiings,  together  with  a  pleasant  residence, 
enhance  the  value  of  the  property  as  well  as  the 
comfort  and  convenience  of  the  occupants.  All 
the  members  of  the  family  who  have  attained  to 
years  of  accountability  are  members  of  the  I'nited 
Brethren  Ch\ircli,  and  wherever  known  Mrs.  Dye 
is  regarded  as  an  exemplary  Christian  lady,  en- 
dowed with  a  spirit  of  love  to  humanity,  possessed 
by  few,  but  appreciated  by  all. 


f^  ARVEY  J.  HAND,  manager  of  the  St. 
Ij  Lucas  Creamery,  is  an  enterprising  business 
man  whose  push  and  industry  have  done 
not  a  little  for  the  town  in  which  he  makes 
his  home.  He  is  a  native  of  Illinois,  and  a  son  of 
William  S.  and  Flora  E.  (Livingston)  Hand,  both 
of  wlK)m  were  natives  of  New  York.  The  father, 
who  w.as  born  in  1818,  is  of  Scotch-German  line- 
age, his  parents  having  lieen  born  in  Scotland  and 
Holland.  On  arriving  at  ^ears  o'  maturity,  he  was 
married  in  the  Empire  State  in  1841,  to  Miss  Liv- 
ingston, who  was  born  in  1824,  and  was  of  Irish 
and  English  descent.  Their  union  was  blessed 
with  six  children:   Jane  died  in  infanc}';  Esther   is 


the  widow  of  Joseph  Rickard,  who  died  several 
years  ago;  Fannie  lives  with  her  i)arents;  Emma  is 
now  the  wife  of  William  (^raham,  of  Volney,  Iowa; 
Flora  died  at  the  age  of  three  years.  'l"he  parents 
of  this  family  came  West  in  the  fall  of  18.')i»,  loca- 
ting in  Freeborn  County,  Minn.  When  the  war 
broke  out  Mr.  Hand,  in  the  fall  of  18G1,  enlisted 
in  Company  II,  Fourth  Minnesota  Infantry,  ami 
served  with  honor  for  nearly  three  years,  when  he 
was  discharged  on  account  of  disability.  He  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  Minnesota  in  very  poor 
health,  and  li.as  never  fully  recovered  from  the 
effects  of  his  army  experience.  He  receives  a  pen- 
sion of  $10  per  month,  but  it  illy  repays  him  for 
what  he  has  suffered.  In  March,  1880,  he  came  to 
this  county  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Union  Town- 
ship, where  he  yet  makes  his  home,  a  respected  citi- 
zen of  the  community. 

We  now  take  up  the  [lersonal  history  of  Harvey 
J.  Hand,  who  is  widely  known  to  the  citizens  of 
St.  Lucas  and  the  surrounding  vicinity.  Under 
the  parental  roof  he  was  reared  to  manhood,  and 
then  began  life  for  himself.  He  learned  the  but- 
ter-making business  some  seven  years  ago,  having 
in  that  time  lia<l  charge  of  two  or  three  creameries 
where  he  has  been  entrusted  not  only  with  the  mak- 
ing of  the  butter,  but  its  sale.  He  is  now  manager 
of  the  creamery  of  St.  Lucas,  which  is  owned  by 
A.  Webster,  of  Waucoma,  Iowa.  The  product  of 
the  creamery  is  about  nine  hundred  pounds  of  but- 
ter during  the  winter  months,  which  amount  will 
be  greatly  increased  on  the  coming  of  spring.  He 
receives  a  good  salaiy  for  his  work,  and  is  a  trusted 
employe  who  fully  understands  his  business  and 
performs  faithfully  the  work  devolving   u|ion  liiiii. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  1876,  Mr.  Hand  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  iMillie  A.  Shoup, 
daughter  of  Lewis  and  Angelina  Shou|),  of  Chicka- 
saw County.  Iowa,  where  her  father  now  resides. 
Her  mother's  death  occurred  before  her  marriage. 
S\h'  was  born  in  Scranton,  I'a.,  .lunc  1.  18,')7,  and 
is  a  representative  of  a  family  of  nine  children, 
seven  of  whom  are  now  living:  Sherman,  the  eld- 
est, died  in  Pennsylvaiiin  from  the  effects  of  disease 
incurred  in  the  army;  Ellen  is  the  wife  of  William 
Thompson,  a  resident  fanner  of  Chickasaw  Count3', 
and   their    union    is   blessed    willi    tliree    children; 
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William  Henry  resides  in  Cherokee,  luwa;  Eliza- 
beth is  the  wife  of  Harry  Speigelnie.yer,  of  Nashua, 
Iowa,  by  whom  she  has  thiee  children;  Mary  J. 
resides  with  her  sister,  Mrs.  Hand;  J(^hn  is  living 
in  Kansas;  Eugene  and  Eugenia  are  twins;  the 
former  is  engaged  in  the  creamery,  and  the  latter 
now  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Almon  White,  of 
Ilorton,  Bremer  C'ount}',  Iowa. 

Mr.  and  !\Irs.  Hand  have  an  interesting  family 
of  five  children,  and  have  lost  two  little  ones: 
Grace  May,  who  was  born  April  22,  1878,  died 
October  24,  1887;  Flora  May,  born  October  12, 
1879;  Maud,  April  6,  1881;  Esther  (iertrude,  .Sep- 
tember 6,  1883;  Harvey  Leroy,  born  April  21,  1885, 
died  of  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria,  October  28, 
1887;  William  Lewis,  born  September  13,  1887; 
and  Ethel,  October  2,  IS'.lO.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hand 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
West  Union,  and  he  is  an  honored  member  of  the 
Sons  of  Veterans,  belonging  to  that  organization  in 
New  Hampton,  Iowa. 


bYMAN  COLLINS  DUDLEY,  of  Fayette,  a 
retired  farmer  formerly  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural }Hirsuits  in  Fremont  Township,  is 
numbered  among  the  earlj^  settlers  of  the  county. 
He  is  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout  the 
community  and  by  the  readers  of  the  Albu.m  his 
sketch  will  therefore  be  received  with  interest. 
He  was  born  in  Smithville,  Chenango  County, 
N.  Y.,  March  2,  1822,  and  is  a  son  of  Lyman  and 
Abigail  (Hotchkin)  Dudley.  His  father  was  born 
in  Richmond,  Mass.,  June  12,  1786,  was  of  an  old 
New  England  family  of  English  origin  and  his 
death  occurred  in  Chenango  County,  N.  Y.  The 
mother  was  born  in  Connecticut,  November  22, 
1790;  they  were  married  in  New  England  and  soon 
afterward  removed  to  New  Y'ork  where  they  spent 
the  remainder  of  their  lives,  Mr.  Dudley  being 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  a  farm 
and  received  a  good  English  education.  On  reach- 
ing manhood  he  engaged  in  farming  in  his  native 
county  where  he  was  married  on  the  22d  of  March, 


1848,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  O.  Corbin,  a  daughter  of 
Esbon  and  Margaret  (Wheeler)  Corbin.  Mrs. 
Dudley  was  born  in  Greene,  Chenango  County,  Au- 
gust 29,  1824.  In  April,  1855,  Mr.  Dudley  removed 
with  his  wife  to  Fayette  Count}',  Iowa,  and  settled 
in  that  part  of  the  township  of  Oran,  since  set  off 
and  named  Fremont.  He  purciiased  a  farm  on 
section  15,  which  he  still  owns  and  which  comprises 
three  hundred  and  twenty  .acres  less  the  railroad 
right  of  way.  He  im|)roved  his  land  and  placed  it 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  also  eng.aged  in 
the  dairy  business  quite  extensively  and  paid  con- 
siderable attention  to  the  growing  of  stock.  He 
became  known  as  one  of  the  leading  farmers  and 
dairymen  of  the  county  and  continued  to  operate 
his  farm  until  March,  1884,  when  leasing  it  he  re- 
tired from  active  business  life,  since  which  time  he 
has  been  a  resident  of  Fayette  where  he  owns  con- 
siderable property. 

Mr.  Dudley  lost  his  wife  on  the  20ih  of  March, 
1887,  and  was  again  married  in  Faj  ette  November 
26,  1888,  to  Mrs.  Mary  Ellen  Parker,  widow  of 
William  Parker  and  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Sarah 
(Winters)  Wharton.  Mrs.  Dudley  was  born  in 
Clermont  County,  Ohio,  on  the  1st  of  August,  1833, 
and  had  three  children  by  her  former  marriage,  all 
of  whom  died  when  quite  \'oung.  She  was  first 
married  in  Ohio  in  1850  and  came  to  Iowa  in  1868. 
Her  parents  were  natives  of  the  Buckeye  State, 
were  of  English  descent  and  consistent  members 
of  the  Methodist  Church.  Their  deaths  occurred 
in  Ohio. 

Mr.  Dudley  was  a  Democrat  in  politics  in  early 
life, as  was  his  father  before  him.  Later  believing  the 
Republican  party  more  in  harmony  with  his  senti- 
ments in  regard  to  the  temperance  question  he 
joined  its  ranks,- but  subsequently  becoming  satis- 
fied that  it  was  not  in  earnest  on  the  i)rohibition 
question,  he  left  it  and  joined  the  Prohibition  party 
in  which  he  is  now  an  earnest  and  zealous  worker. 
In  their  religious  views  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dudley  are 
in  harmony,  as  they  are  on  the  subject  of  politics. 
He  united  with  the  Methodist  Church  in  1857  and 
his  first  wife  was  also  a  zealous  member  of  that 
denomination.  The  present  Mrs.  Dudley  united 
with  the  Methodists  in  Ohio  at  the  age  of  nine  years 
and  has  maintained  her  connection  with  the  church 
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continuoiisly^since.  Mr.  Dudley  has  long  been  an 
active  woikiiig  member  and  is  at  present  one 
of  tlie  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Fayette  church. 
He  is  devoted  to  the  cause  of  temperance  and  firmly 
believes  that  the  question  of  prohibition  is  the  vital 
issue  of  the  times;  while  he  is  earnestly  opposed  to 
the  higli  tariff  protection  theory  of  the  Republican 
partv  as  calculated  to  foster  trusts  and  monopolies 
and  work  injustice  and  serious  injury  to  the  people. 
His  influence  in  the  community  wherever  he  has 
resided  has  been  strongly  in  the  interests  of  tem- 
perance and  morality,  and  Ids  life  has  been  in  full 
accord  with  his  profession.  Mr.  Dudley  by  his 
first  marriage  had  one  child,  a  daughter,  Jane  M. 
who  died  when  sixteen  years  of  age. 


1 


-^¥r 


<;f/AMES  CONRAD,  who  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing on  section  7,  Smithflekl  Townsbii>,  is 
numbered  among  the  early  settlers  of  the 
county  who,  since  the  pioneer  days  have 
witnessed  its  growth  and  progress  and  aided  in  its 
development  and  upbuilding.  He  was  born  in 
Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  in  September,  1845, 
and  is  a  son  of  Gilbert  Conrad  who  was  born  in 
Otsego  County,  that  State,  November  10,  180G. 
At  the  early  age  of  eight  years  his  father  began 
life  for  himself  as  a  farm  hand  and  with  his  em- 
ployer went  to  (Jhio  at  the  age  of  thirteen.  They 
settled  near  Columbus,  tlien  a  mere  hamlet,  in  the 
midst  of  a  wild  country  which  was  yet  frequented 
bv  wild  game  ami  oilier  animals.  When  a  young 
man  he  returned  to  New  York  where  at  the  age  of 
twenty -one  years,  on  the  19tli  of  ,Iune,  1828,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  IMiss  Roxena  Waldeii, 
the  union  being  celebrated  in  Erie  County.  The 
lady  was  born  August  25,  1812,  and  after  their 
marriage  they  removed  to  Chautauqua  County, 
where  most  of  their  children  were  born.  Mr. 
Conrad  was  a  cooper  by  trade  and  followed  that 
occupation  for  twenty  years,  after  which  he  devoted 
his  energies  to  farming.  Thinking  to  better  his 
financial  condition  he  started  westward  on  the  4th 
of  September,  1829,  and  settled  in  McHcnry 
County,    HI.,  on  a  farm  about  sixty    miles    from 


Chicago.  A  wild  prairie  stretched  away  toward 
the  horizon  with  hardly  an  improvement  upon  it 
to  break  the  monotony.  For  ten  years  he  there 
engaged  in  farming  wiien  in  1859  he  came  to 
Fayette  County,  Iowa,  and  settled  upon  his  present 
farm.  He  purchased  eighty  acres,  only  seven  of 
which  liad  been  broken,  and  in  true  pioneer  style 
began  life.  He  was  in  very  limited  circumstances, 
having  only  enough  money  to  pay  the  expense's  of 
the  journe}-,  but  prosperity  attended  his  efforts  in 
his  new  home  and  he  has  long  since  retired  from 
business  cares  with  a  comfortable  competence 
sufficient  to  supply  all  his  wants  through  remaining 
years.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Jack- 
son, afterward  was  a  Whig,  later  a  Free-Soiler  and 
has  been  a  Republican  since  the  organization  of 
that  party.  For  sixty- five  years  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 
has  long  served  as  Class-Leader.  His  wife  was 
reared  in  the  Baptist  faith  but  at  the  age  of  twenty 
joined  the  church  to  which  lier  husband  belonged. 
Together  this  worthy  couple  have  traveled  life's 
journey  for  sixty-two  3'ears,  sharing  with  one 
another  its  joys  and  sorrows,  pleasures  and  griefs, 
adversity  and  [irosperity.  The\'  are  now  in  the 
evening  of  life,  but  in  looking  back  over  the  past 
they  have  little  to  regret,  and  without  fear  they  can 
look  forward  to  the  future  knowing  that  they  have 
conscientiously  tried  to  do  their  duty  and  follow 
the  guidance  of  their  Master. 

In  their  family  were  eleven  children:  William, 
who  died  in  Illinois  in  1854  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  years;  Mrs.  Harriet  J.  Kidder,  who  died  at 
her  home  in  Brush  Creek  in  1890;  George,  who  is 
now  a  mason  of  Maynard,  enlisted  in  the  Illinois 
Infantry  for  the  late  war  and  took  part  in  the  cele- 
brated march  to  the  sea  under  Sherman;  Benjamin 
v..  a  farmer  and  carpenter  of  OInistead  County, 
Minn.,  was  a  member  of  Company  F,  Third  Iowa 
Infantiy,  and  was  discharged  after  having  lost  the 
sight  of  one  eye  at  the  battle  of  Halchie's  Run; 
Joseph  E.,  who  was  a  member  of  Company  D, 
Ninth  Iowa  Cavalry,  is  now  living  in  Fremont 
Township;  Orlando,  who  served  in  Company  C, 
Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry,  is  now  living  in  Pleasant  Val- 
ley Township;  Lorenzo  D.,  also  a  member  of 
Company  C,  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry,  lost  au  arm  while 
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firing  a  salute  in  honor  of  the  fall  of  Richmond 
and  died  October  12.  1889;  James,  whose  name 
heads  this  sketcli  is  the  next  younger;  Martha  A. 
is  now  living  in  Washington;  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Chase 
makes  her  home  in  Harlan  Township;  Mrs.  Alice 
K.  Beckner  is  a  resident  of  Greek}',  Delaware 
County,  vvhere  her  husband  is  eng.aged  in  mer- 
chandising, and  the  youngest  of  tlie  family.  It 
will  be  seen  that  the  Conrad  family  was  well  rep- 
resented in  the  late  war  and  the  same  faithfulness 
that  characterized  their  army  career  has  marked 
their  lives  .as  private  citizens. 

Our  subject  was  a  lad  of  four  summers  when  the 
family  left  the  Klast  and  became  residents  of  Illi- 
nois, where  the  succeeding  ten  years  of  his  life 
were  spent.  On  coming  to  Iowa  he  began  life  for 
himself  as  a  farm  hand  and  whatever  success  he  has 
achieved  is  due  to  his  own  unaided  efforts.  Like 
his  brothers,  he  manifested  his  loyalt}'  to  the  Gov- 
ernment by  enlisting  in  the  service  of  his  country. 
On  the  6th  of  May,  18(14,  he  became  a  member  of 
Company  D,  Forty-sixth  Iowa  Infantry,  for  one 
hundred  days  and  went  into  camp  at  Davenport^ 
whence  tlie  troops  were  ordered  to  Memphis,  Tenn. 
At  Colliersville,  Tenn.,  he  did  guard  duly  and  was 
discliarged  September  23,  1864.  He  then  returned 
home  and  shortly  afterward  began  the  improve- 
ment of  the  farm  on  which  he  now  resides.  It 
com|)rises  two  hundred  acres  of  fine  land  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  its  entire  surround- 
ings indicate  the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  owner, 
lie  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Creamery  Association. 

On  the  18th  of  October,  1868,  Mr.  Conrad  led 
to  the  marriage  altar  in  Mayn<ard,  Miss  Alary  ]\I. 
Rich,  daughter  of  George  Rich,  who  was  born  in 
Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  July  16,  1813,  and  when 
a  child  accompanied  his  parents  to  the  Western 
Reserve  of  Ohio,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  He 
wedded  Mary  S.  Tond  Octolier  12,  1835.  She  was 
born  April  23,  181  1,  and  died  in  Ohio  August  lo, 
1844,  leaving  one  child,  Mrs.  Conrad,  who  was 
born  July  28,  1844.  In  18.01  Mr.  Rich  removed 
to  Boone  County,  III.,  and  after  four  years  came  to 
Iowa,  locating  in  Clinton  County.  He  was  elected 
Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Township  Clerk  at  the 
first  election  after  his  arrival.  At  the  age  of  eight- 
een  he  w.as  licensed   an  exliorler    in  the   Methodist 


Episcopal  Church,  but  the  following  year  united 
with  the  Christian  Church.  In  his  younger  years 
he  was  a  great  debater  and  his  logic  and  clearly 
presented  arguments  won  many  adherents  to  the 
cause  he  advocated.  On  a  certain  occasion  he 
held  a  three  days'  debate  in  De  Witt,  Iowa,  with 
the  infidel  orator,  Col.  James  R.  Sanford,  in  which 
he  completely  routeil  his  opponent.  He  came  to 
this  county  in  1861  and  in  18^8  removed  to  Ne- 
braska, where  he  is  still  living.  On  the  30tli  of 
March,  1845,  in  Auburn,  Ohio,  he  married  Maria 
Brown  and  unto  them  wore  born  six  children — 
Sarah,  C.  B.,  Ann.,  Hattie,  Laura  and  Ida,  deceased. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Conrad  have  one  child,  Albert  E., 
born  October  11,  1869.  He  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  and  pursued  a  three  years'  course  of 
study  in  the  Upper  Iowa  Universit}',  of  Fayette. 
He  has  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  and  is  now 
aiding  his  father  in  the  cultivation  of  the  home 
farm.  The  parents  are  members  of  the  Christian 
Church,  in  which  they  take  an  active  part,  and  in 
politics  Mr.  Conrad  is  a  firm  and  inflexible  adher- 
ent of  Republican  principles.  He  has  often  at- 
tended the  conventions  of  his  party,  takes  an 
active  interest  in  its  success  and  served  as  census 
enumerator  for  1890.  He  is  a  strong  temperance 
mnn  and  his  son  is  a  third  party  Prohibitionist, 
riie  Conrad  household  is  noted  for  its  hospitality, 
and  the  members  of  the  family  hold  a  high  position 
in  the  social  vvorld,  where  true  worth,  intelligence 
and  merit  are  taken  as   the  passports   into  societ}'. 


j^^ORMAN  S.  PARKER,  a  leading  citizen  and 
enterjirising  farmer  who  owns  one  of  the 
best  and  most  highly  cultivated  quarter- 
sections  of  land  in  Smithlield  Township,  was  born 
in  Enosburg,  Franklin  County,  Vt.,  October  18, 
1823.  The  family  was  founded  in  America  by 
James  Parker,  grandfather  of  our  subject  who 
spent  his  life  in  the  Green  Mountain  State,  dying 
about  1823.  He  was  a  minister  in  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  and  led  an  active  and  useful  life. 
Tlieron  Parker,  the  father,   was   born   in   Cornwall, 
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Vt.,  acquired  a  common-school  education  and  at 
tlie  age  of  twenty-one  years  began  life  for  himself 
on  a  farm  of  liis  own.  He  was  married  December 
5,  1822,  to  Miss  Harriet  SafTord,  a  native  of 
Bennington,  Vt.,  and  eleven  years  later,  accom- 
panied by  his  family,  he  emigrated  to  Erie  County, 
N.  Y.,  residing  a  part  of  the  time  in  Buffalo,  where- 
lie  engaged  in  business  as  a  contractor  and  the 
remainder  of  the  Jtime  on  his  farm  fifteen  miles 
soutii  of  the  city.  On  again  changing  his  place  of 
residence  in  1  838,  he  located  in  Ogle  County,  111., 
tiien  a  wild  and  unsettled  region.  The  land  was 
not  yet  in  the  market  but  Mr.  Parker  located  a 
claim  and  erected  a  log  cabin  only  eight  miles  from 
the  scene  of  Stillman's  defeat.  That  farm  continued 
to  be  his  iiome  for  forty-five  years,  when,  on  the 
20th  of  November,  1883,  his  wife  died  and  he  came 
to  this  county,  spending  his  last  days  at  the  home 
of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Douglity,  of  Smitlifield  Town- 
ship. Both  lie  and  his  xvife  were  lifelong  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  active  and  zealous 
in  good  works.  He  took  a  deep  interest  in  public 
affairs  but  never  sought  official  distinction.  In 
early  life  he  was  a  firm  Whig  in  political  belief  and 
later  a  stanch  Republican.  lie  was  also  an  ardent 
admirer  of  Horace  Greek}',  whose  paper,  the  New 
"i'ork  Tribune,  he  read  up  to  the  day  of  his  death, 
esteeming  it  next  to  his  Bible.  He  was  honored  and 
respected  as  a  man  and  citizen  througliout  his 
entire  life.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parker 
are  Norman  S.  of  this  sketch;  Martin  W.  of  Michi- 
gan; James,  deceased;  Mrs.  Cynthia  Osborn,  of 
Berlin,  111.;  Mrs.  Harriet  Doughty,  of  Smithfield 
Townshi[);  and  Mrs.  Mary  Folsom,  of  Scott  Town- 
ship. 

Our  sul)ject  was  ten  years  of  age  when  his  par- 
ents removed  to  New  York  and  a  lad  of  fifteen 
when  his  eyes  first  gazed  abroad  over  the  wild 
prairies  of  the  West.  The  family  traveled  by 
team  from  Chicago  to  their  new  home  and  as  dark- 
ness came  upon  them  before  they  reached  their 
destination  tliey  were  forced  to  encamp  "amid  the 
billowy  sea  of  grass"  all  night.  Mr.  Parker  received 
his  primary'  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Buffalo  and  Illinois,  completing  his  literary  train- 
ing in  the  schools  of  (ralena.  He  remained  on  his 
father's  farm    until    eighteen    years    of   age.     The 


year  1844  was  spent  by  him  among  the  Indians  of 
the  far  Northwest  at  a  mission  station  beyond  St. 
Paul,  a  little  south  of  where  Duluth  now  stands, 
going  there  in  the  eraploj'  of  the  American  Board 
of  Missions.  In  1845,  he  established  himself  in 
La  Fayette  Count}',  Wis.,  which  but  a  short  time 
previous  had  been  open  to  settlement,  while  the 
land  did  not  come  into  market  till  two  years  later. 
This  place  continued  to  be  his  home  until  the 
spring  of  1872,  when  he  removed  to  his  present 
home  in  Fa3-ette  County.  During  the  period  of 
twent3'-seven  years  which  he  spent  in  Wisconsin, 
he  carried  on  the  business  of  a  gardener  and 
nurseryman  and  the  fine  grove  of  evergreens  and 
other  trees  that  now  adorn  his  Iowa  farm  he 
brought  from  there.  On  coming  to  Fayette  County, 
Mr.  Parker  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land,  only  ten  acres  of  which  had  been 
broken,  while  the  place  was  entirely  destitute  of 
improvements,  excepting  a  small  cabin  that  has  long 
since  been  replaced  l\v  a  commodious  and  substan- 
tial residence.  This  is  surrounded  by  good  barns 
and  outbuildings  which  in  turn  are  enclosed  by 
rich  and  fertile  fields.  The  grove  before  mentioned 
is  a  thing  of  beauty  and  attracts  the  attention  of 
every  passer-by. 

On  the  27th  of  December,  1847,  in  Galena,  111.. 
Mr.  Parker  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  R. 
Jane  Folsom,  a  native  of  Parkersburg,  Va.,  born 
September  13,  1821.  Unto  them  have  been  born 
eight  children — Mrs.  Harriet  E.  Glendenning,  of 
Soutii  Dakota;  Charles  T.  who  wedded  Mary  E. 
Derllinger  and  now  resides  on  a  farm  in  Scott 
Township;  Edward,  living  in  Kansas;  Eva,  who 
died  in  Soutii  Dakota;  Mrs.  Mary  M.  IMittlestadt, 
at  home;  Mrs.  Ella  Lambert,  residing  in  Maywood, 
a  suburb  of  Chicago;  George,  whose  home  is  in 
Janesville,  Wis.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  teaching 
telegraphy  in  the  \'alentine  School;  Mrs.  Alice 
'J'uttle  of  Duluth,  Wis.,  completes  the  familj'.  The 
children  were  all  born  in  Wisconsin  and  received 
liberal  educational  advantages  such  as  would  fit 
them  for  the  practical  duties  of  life. 

Besides  his  farming  interests,  JMr.  Parker  is 
agent  of  the  Farmers  Mutual  Insurance  Company, 
which  holds  *2, 000, 000  of  insui'ance.  lie  was  one 
of  the  organizers  and  also  a  director  of  this  impor- 
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tant  concern.  He  and  his  wife  are  memliers  of  tlie 
Metliodist  Episcopal  Cliurch,  ami  he  was  also  one 
of  its  organizers  and  one  of  its  first  board  of 
trustees  and  he  and  Mr.  Price  aie  the  only  ones 
now  living  here  who  served  on  the  first  board.  He 
is  now  secretary  of  tlie  board  and  almost  continu- 
ously has  filled  some  official  position.  lie  gives 
liberally  of  his  means  to  the  support  of  tlie  church, 
is  a  faithful  worker  in  the  Master's  vineyard,  is 
charitable  and  benevolent  and  ever  ready  to  extend 
a  lielping  h.and.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  Henrj'  Clay  in  1844.  Being  a  strong  opponent 
of  slavery,  he  joined  the  Republican  part}-  of 
which  he  is  a  stanch  advocate.  On  the  tenii)erance 
question  he  takes  a  pronounced  stand  in  favor  of 
prohibition.  Mrs.  Parker  departed  this  life  Janu- 
ary 27,  1891  ;  her  last  hours  were  full  of  peace  and 
happiness,  she  dying  in  full  faith  of  meeting  llie 
aiiproval  of  her  work  by  the  Master  whom  she  had 
faithfully  served  during  her  life  in  the  church, 
stating  in  her  last  moments  that  she  saw  Jesus  and 
the  l)eautiful  home  that  she  was  going  to,  and 
exclaiming  "  what  have   I  done,  to  merit  all  this.^" 


USSELL  F.  THOMPSON.  In  the  subject 
of  our  sketch  who  resides  on  section  1, 
di  \\\  Windsor  Township,  we  find  one  of  the 
leading  and  enterprising  farmeis  of  the 
community  who  is  also  accounted  as  one  of  its  val- 
ued citizens.  A  native  of  Pennsylvania,  he  was 
born  in  Erie  County,  August  19,  1841,  and  is  a 
son  of  Russell  F.  Thompson,  Sr.,  who  was  born  in 
Swanze}',  Cheshire  County,  N.  H.,  in  181 1,  and  was 
of  Scotch  descent,  though  the  family  liad  been 
represented  in  America  for  five  generations.  He 
married  Miss  Hester  Clark,  who  was  born  in  Mass- 
achusetts in  1810,  and  was  of  Scotch-Irish  lineage. 
After  some  years  residence  in  Pennsylvania,  they 
removed  with  their  family  in  1843  to  Wisconsin 
where  the  wife  and  mother  died  in  1850.  Six  years 
later  they  left  Walworth  County  and  took  up  their 
residence  in  Richland  Count}',  Wis.,  where  the  fam- 
ily remained  until  1865,  when  they  came  to  Fay- 
ptte  County,  Iowa.     The  fj^ther  died  in  this  county 


in  1870.  His  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters, 
are  Mary,  wife  of  Russell  T.  Root  of  Washington, 
Kan.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  farming.  She  was 
born  in  Cheshire  County,  N.  H.,  in  1833,  and  by 
her  marriage  lias  nine  children.  Russell  F.  is  the 
second  in  order  of  birth;  James  C,  who  was 
liorn  in  Walworth  County,  Wis.,  in  1845,  enlisted 
in  Company  I,  Twelftli  Wisconsin  Regiment  in 
1863,  and  died  the  following  winter  of  lung 
fever;  Hannah  U.,  wife  of  Whitman  Lyon  of 
Windsor  Township,  was  born  in  Walworth  County, 
Wis.,  in  1848,  was  married  in  1876  and  now  has  one 
daughter,  Alice,  who  is  thirteen  years  old. 

Our  subject  was  a  lad  of  four  summers  at  the  time 
of  the  removal  of  tlie  famil}'  to  Wisconsin  and  was 
twenty-four  years  of  age  when  he  emigrated  to 
Iowa.  Previous  to  this  time  however,  he  responded 
to  the  country's  call  for  troops  to  aid  in  the  sup- 
pression of  the  Rebellion,  enlisting  in  September, 
1861,  as  a  member  of  Company  H,  Eighth  Wiscon- 
sin Infantry — the  famous  Eagle  Regiment.  He 
served  in  Missouri  where  he  was  taken  sick  with 
measles  which  finally  settled  on  his  lungs,  producing 
phthisics  pulmonalis.  He  was  prostrated  with  this 
trouble  for  several  months  and  in  February,  1862, 
was  finally  discharged  from  the  service  on  account 
of  his  disabilities.  He  returned  to  the  parental 
home  in  Richland  County,  Wis.,  and  in  1864, 
authorized  the  listing  of  his  name  on  the  draft  roll 
of  his  township.  He  received  notice  that  he  was 
drafted  in  the  winter  of  1864  and  immediately  re- 
ported himself  for  duty  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  desir- 
ing to  return  to  the  service  if  lie  shouM  be  accepted 
but  upon  examination  he  was  rejected.  Returning 
to  his  home  he  remained  in  Wisconsin  until  the  fall 
of  1865,  when  he  accompanied  his  father  to  Fay- 
ette County,  Iowa,  and  lived  with  him  until  bis 
death. 

On  the  14th  of  March,  1875,  Mr.  Thompson  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Luella  Lapliam  of 
Bradford,  Chickasaw  County,  Iowa,  who  died  in 
February,  1876,  leaving  one  child,  Lucius,  who 
was  born  on  the  14th  of  February  of  that  year, 
and  died  when  two  years  old.  Mr.  Thompson  on 
the  19th  of  October,  1882,  was  joined  in  wedlock 
with  Miss  Mary  E.  Cumming,  who  was  born  No- 
vember 17,  1851.    in  Waukesha,  Wis.,  and  iS'^th^ 
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youngest  in  a  family  of  seven  children,  whose  par- 
ents were   Ilance    and    Jane  (Stewart)    Camming. 

They  were  honored  pioneers  of  tliis  county,  hav- 
ing located  on  the  farm  which  is  now  the  home  of 
Mr.  Thompson  in  the  fall  of  1853.  Mr.  Gumming 
entered  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land 
from  the  (ioverument  and  purchased  an  additional 
two  hundred  and  twenty-one  acres,  making  in  all 
a  farm  of  three  hundred  and  forty-one  acres.  Into 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomi)son  have  been  born  two  little 
sons — Hance  C,  born  July  25,  1883.  and  Clinton, 
July  25.  1885. 

Mrs.  Thompson  owns  the  original  family  home- 
stead on  which  her  people  have  resided  for  thirty- 
seven  years.  It  is  a  fine  farm  improved  with  many 
excellent  buildings  and  all  modern  conveniences 
necessary  to  successful  farming  and  stock-raising, 
and  in  its  management  Mr.  Thompson  displays  ex- 
cellent business  Ability.  He  holds  membership  in 
Abernethy  Post,  No.  48,  G.  A.  R.  of  West  Union. 
He  takes  considerable  interest  in  political  affairs  and 
is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican  party.  In 
his  religious  views  he  is  inclined  to  that  liberality 
which  allows  others  to  think  .as  they  please  and 
claims  the  same  consideration  for  himself. 


'■    '    ^^ 


-^^^- 


bEWIS  JAMES,  a  retired  farmer,  was  born 
in  Llandersylio,  Cordigan  County,  Wales, 
October  1,  1819,  and  his  parents,  David 
and  Ann  (Thomas)  James,  werealso  natives  of  that 
country  where  their  marriage  was  celebrated  March 
17,  1817.  The}'  were  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren, six  sons  and  one  daughter.  The  father  was 
a  tu"ner  of  woodenware  and  in  1831  sailed  with 
his  family  for  the  United  States  landing  at  Utica, 
N.  Y.,  in  July.  Near  that  city  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing until  1842,  when  he  emigrated  to  Ogle  County. 
111.,  where  he  entered  land  from  the  Uovernment. 
B'ltli  himself  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church  in  Wales  but  in  this  country 
united  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Illinois. 
His  death  occurred  May  24,  1856,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-three  years,  and  his  wife  died  October  18, 
187i6,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  her  death  resulting 


from  being  run  over  03'  a  team  driven  by  reckless 
boys.  Of  their  children  only  one  is  now  living  but 
six  left  families. 

Our  subject  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth. 
Until  twelve  years  of  age  he  attended  school  in  his 
native  land  but  after  coming  to  America  his  privi- 
leges in  that  line  were  limited.  He  worked  for  his 
parents  until  twenty-four  years  of  .age,  after  which 
he  rented  land  until  he  was  able  to  purchase  prop- 
erty. In  Ogle  County,  111.,  on  July  18,  1847,  he 
married  Mrs.  Hannah  K.  Lindsey,  nee  Campbell, 
who  was  born  September  23,  1823,  Her  father  was 
a  native  of  Scotland  and  her  mother  was  of  Dutch 
and  Irish  extraction.  Unto  them  were  born  six  chil- 
dren— John  D.,  a  private  detective  in  California: 
Phineas  C,  a  resident  farmer  of  Scott  Township; 
Margaret  A.,  wife  of  William  Feakis,  a  resident  of 
Greene  County,  Iowa;  Henry  L.,  a  farmer  of  Scott 
Township;  Louisa  M..  wife  of  William  Conke}',  a 
resident  of  Washington;  and  Martha  S.,  wife  of  H. 
Clifford  Haj'es,  a  distant  relative  of  President 
Hayes,  and  a  resident  of  Ogle  County,  III.  The 
mother  of  this  family  died  December  15,  1881,  and 
on  December  1,  1883,  Mr.  James  married  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Carpenter.  She  was  born  in  Sussex 
County,  N.  J.,  December  9,  1827,  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  M.  and  Phoebe  (Paugh)  House.  Her 
father  was  born  in  New  Jersey  but  his  father  came 
from  England  and  his  mother  was  a  French  lady. 
Mrs.  House  was  born  in  New  York,  and  her  father, 
a  native  of  Holland,  served  as  a  drummer  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  and  got  a  bullet  hole  through 
his  ear.  Her  death  occurred  in  New  Jersey  and  Mr. 
House  died  in  New  York  at  the  age  of  eighty-si.Y. 
Mrs.  James  was  the  fifth  in  their  family  of  ten  chil- 
dren, numbering  six  sons  and  four  daughters  of 
whom  seven  are  yet  living.  In  New  Jersey  on  the 
15th  of  January,  1848,  Elizabeth  House  became 
the  wife  of  James  Carpenter,  a  native  of  New  York 
and  in  1870  they  became  residents  of  Scott  Town- 
ship, Fayette  County,  removing  from  Delaware 
County,  Iowa.  He  was  a  farmer  and  died  at  his 
home  in  Scott  Township,  November  22,  1881,  in 
the  faith  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  which  he  held 
membership.  There  were  seven  children  born  of 
that  marriage — Pha'be,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thir- 
teen   years;    Levi   IL,    a  faj-mer    of   Winnebago 
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County,  Iowa;  Sarah  A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one;  James  W.;  Ephraim  H.,  a  cotton 
grower  of  Texas;  Martha  A.,  wife  of  Newton 
Shambaugh  of  Brush  Creek;  and  Louisa  M.,  wife 
of  Thomas  Shambaugh. 

Mr.  James,  whose  name  iieads  this  sketch,  is  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church  and  his  wife 
belongs  to  the  Christian  Church.  In  politics  he 
was  a  Wliig  in  early  life  and  cast  his  first  vote  with 
William  Henry  Harrison,  and  on  the  dissolution  of 
that  parly  joined  the  new  Republican  party  witli 
which  he  has  since  been  identified.  Before  coining 
to  Iowa  he  sold  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  his 
land  in  Illinois  but  still  owns  a  quarter  section 
there.  In  1883  he  became  a  resident  of  Brush 
Creek,  vvbere  he  is  now  widely  and  favorably  known. 
He  began  life  with  no  capital  and  by  his  own  efforts 
he  has  made  all  that  he  has,  therefore  winning  the 
words  of  approbation,  a  self-made  man. 

RED  C4LIME,  one  of  the  old  settlers  of 
Brush  Creek,  was  born  in  Cumberland 
County,  Pa.,  August  27,  1834,  and  is  a  son 
of  Charles  and  Margaret  (Gantz)  Glime.  His 
grandfather,  Frederick  Gleim,  as  the  name  was 
then  spelled,  was  a  Pennsylvania  farmer,  and  in 
his  family  of  ten  children,  numbering  six  sons  and 
four  daughters,  was  Charles  Glime,  who  was  born 
in  Cumberland  County,  March  30,  1809.  Having 
arrived  at  3'ears  of  maturitj'  he  married  Miss  Gantz, 
who  was  born  in  Dauphin  County,  Pa.,  on  the  30lh 
of  July,  1813,  and  was  of  German  descent.  In 
1847  they  removed  to  P'rederick  Count}-,  Va., 
where  Mr.  Glime  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits 
until  the  sijring  of  1856,  when  they  became  resi- 
dents of  Fayette  County,  Iowa.  They  now  lie 
buried  in  the  Taylorville  Cemetery.  The  father 
died  April  4,  1888,  and  the  mother,  who  was  a 
Dunkard  in  religious  faith,  died  in  1880.  Politi- 
cally he  was  a  Whig  until  the  dissolution  of  that 
party,  when  he  became  a  Democrat.  In  tlieir  fam- 
ily were  three  children:  Fred  of  this  sketch;  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Wescott  of  Brush  Creek;  and  George  W., 
^  resident  farmer  of  Fairfield  Township, 


In  his  boyhood  days  our  subject  received  good 
educational  advantages,  but  after  the  removal  of 
the  family  to  Virginia  he  devoted  his  time  to  farm- 
ing upon  the  old  homestead.  He  first  came  West 
in  the  autumn  of  1855,  wiien  he  drove  a  team  for 
C.  D.  and  T.  E.  Shambaugh  from  Winchester,  Va. 
to  Dubuque,  Iowa,  arriving  November  7,  after 
seven  weeks  of  travel.  Previous  to  this  time  he 
had  taught  a  term  of  school  in  Virginia  and  here 
in  the  Brush  Creek  district  was  employed  in  the 
same  capacit}'.  With  his  earnings  he  paid  his  tui- 
tion in  the  I'pper  Iowa  University  ancl  then  taught 
another  term  after  which  he  clerked  for  some  time 
in  the  mercantile  establishment  of  Shambaugh  Bros. 
As  soon  as  he  had  acquired  sufficient  capital  he 
purchased  a  third  interest  in  that  store  and  later 
he  and  William  Allen  bought  the  entire  stock  but 
onr  subject  soon  sold  to  W.  H.  Hoover.  He  tiien 
spent  one  summer  upon  the  farm,  after  which  he 
built  a  store,  provided  a  stock  of  goods  and  con- 
tinued operations  in  that  line  until  1888.  His  life 
has  been  characterized  by  trading  and  his  efforts 
have  been  generally  successful  owing  to  his  enter- 
prise, sagacity,  far-sightedness  and  good  business 
ability. 

On  the  30th  of  October,  1863,  Mr.  Glime  and 
Miss  Melissa  Keith  were  united  in  marriage.  The 
lady  was  born  in  Warren  County,  V'a.,  March  28, 
1836,  and  they  are  now  parents  of  two  children,  a 
son  and  daughter — Jo.  II.,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
breeding  of  standard  bred  horses;  and  Maggie  C, 
wife  of  Dr.  A.  L.  Martin.  Both  Mr.  Glime  and 
his  wife  are  consistent  members  of  the  Christian 
Church  and  he  was  ordained  as  a  preacher  of  the 
Gospel  February  20,  1862,  and  engaged  at  once  to 
preach  for  four  ciuirches  in  Fayette  County,  Brush 
Creek,  Dunham's  Grove,  Patch  Prairie  and  West 
Union,  but  afterwards  eng.aged  in  the  mercantile 
tr.ade,  only  preaching  as  circumstances  required  at 
funerals,  and  a?  a  supply.  His  researches  have  been 
made  by  personal  study  of  the  Bible,  concerning 
which  he  is  well  informed.  He  was  a  Democrat  in 
politics  until  the  rise  of  the  Greenback  party  when 
he  aided  in  its  organization  in  this  community.  He 
was  a  candidate  of  that  party  for  the  Legislature 
in  1877,  and  again  in  1879.  In  1880  he  was  a 
delegate  to  the  National   Convention   in  Chicago, 
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At  this  time  he  is  in  the  horse  business,  and  is  a 
nieml)er  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  the  principles 
of  which  he  fiill\'  endorses  and  believes.  For  ten 
years  he  has  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
was  also  Township  Clerk.  Mr.  Glime  has  also  been 
a  student  of  law,  has  done  much  in  the  way  of  legal 
business  and  is  the  owner  of  three  hundred  and 
thirtj'-five  acres  of  land.  He  is  accounted  one  of 
the  shrewdest  business  men  of  the  community.  By 
sagacious  deals  and  gooil  investments  he  has  accu- 
mulated a  fair  amount  of  this  world's  goods  and 
that  by  fair  means.  For  thirty-five  years  he  has  lived 
in  this  county  and  is  highly  esteemed  by  all  who 
know  him,  both  in  business  and  social  circles. 


y/.ii  LMUN  RAWSON,  proprietor  of  the  Brush 
v^/yJl  Creek  Bank,  has  been  an  active  business 
mail  of  Fayette  County  for  nearly  thirty 
years.  He  was  born  in  Madison,  Lake 
County,  Ohio,  June  12,  1842,  and  his  pntern.nl  an- 
cestors were  among  the  sturdy  Knglislimen  who 
first  came  to  America  to  make  a  home.  The  foun- 
der of  the  family  in  the  new  world,  Edward 
Rawson,  was  born  in  Gillingham,  Dorsetshire, 
Kngland,  April  16,  1615.  Having  married  Miss 
Rachel  Peine,  he  emigrated  to  this  country  in  1G.36 
and  settled  in  the  town  of  Newbury,  in  the  Massa- 
chusselts  Bay  Colony.  He  was  a  man  of  superior 
ability  and  great  force  of  character  and  as  a  re- 
sult took  a.  prominent  part  in  the  affairs  of  the 
colony.  In  1647  and  1648,  he  represented  New- 
bury in  the  General  Council  and  was  the  recipient 
of  a  grant  of  five  hundred  acres  of  land  from  the 
(4overnment,  for  services  rendered  the  common- 
wealth. He  was  appointed  Secretary  of  the  Colony 
of  Massacluisotts  Bay,  and  annually  chosen  thereto 
for  thirty-live  years  until  the  government  was 
turned  over  to  Sir  Edmund  Andres.  Acting  in 
that  c.npacity  he  signed  the  warrants  issued  and 
sent  by  Charles  II.  of  Kngland  to  America  for  the 
arrest  of  regicides.  He  was  the  author  of  several 
books  and  in  religious  faith  whs  a  Presbyterian  of 
the  strictest  sect.  His  death  occurred  August  27, 
1693,  as  shown  by  the  record   in  the  family  Bible, 


which  though  more  than  two  hundred  jears  old,  is 
still  in  possession  of  his  descendants.  His  posterity 
have  greatly  increased  in  numbers,  as  may  be  sur- 
mised from  the  fact  that  his  son  William  was  the 
father  of  twenty  children.  Able  lawj-ers.  skillful 
physicians,  prominent  legislators  and  renowned 
military  men  are  numbered  among  the  descendants 
of  that  sturdy  English  pioneer.  Harvard  College 
has  graduate!]  a  goodly  number  of  them  and  in  the 
struggle  for  independence  and  the  War  of  1812, 
they  fought  for  American  liberty. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Grindell  Raw- 
son,  emigrated  from  (Jncida  County,  N.  Y.,  to 
Lake  County,  Ohio,  in  1816,  settled  in  the  woods 
and  developed  a  farm  on  which  he  lived  till  his 
death  in  1872.  His  son,  Joseph  T.,  the  father  of 
Almon  Rawsop,  was  born  in  Oneida  County,  in 
1814,  and  was  therefore  but  two  years  old  when 
they  emigrated  to  Ohio.  In  Lake  County  he  was 
joined  in  wedlock  with  Mary  D.  Genung,  a  native  of 
Yates  County,  N.  Y.,  born  in  1817.  In  1861,  they 
became  residents  of  this  county,  locating  in  Taylor- 
ville,  where  Mr.  Rawson  passed  aw;iy  in  1874.  His 
wife  lives  with  her  only  son,  the  subject  of  this 
sket<'h.  Politically,  he  was  a  Whig  and  Kepublicau, 
hut  never  sought  the  honors  or  emoluments  of 
public  oflice.  Religiously  he  was  of  the  P>aptist  faith, 
as  is  also  his  wife.  Of  their  four  children  but  two 
survive  :  Almon  and  Mrs.  Emma  D.  Rice  of  Chicago. 
The  former  is  the  eldest  of  the  family.  He  was 
nineteen  years  of  age  at  the  time  his  [farents  came 
to  this  county,  and  with  his  father  he  worked  on 
the  farm  until  his  death,  at  which  time  they  owned 
four  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land. 

On  the  5th  of  .lune,  1871,  !Mr.  Rawson  led  to  the 
marriage  altar  Miss  Maggie  L.  McEwen.  a  native 
of  Canada,  born  July  18,  1846.  Her  parents  emi- 
grated from  Scotland  to  that  country  where  her 
mother  died,  but  her  father  spent  his  last  days  in 
this  county.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rawson  have 
been  born  five  children:  Joseph  T.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  thirteen  months;  Ralph  N.,  Emma  J.,  Clark 
A.  and  Adrian  L.  Mr.  Rawson  and  his  wife  are 
leading  members  in  the  MethodistEpiscopal  Church 
of  Brush  Creek,  with  which  she  has  been  connected 
since  its  organization.  He  takes  a  laudable  interest  in 
the    improvement  of  educational  institutions  and 
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for  thirteen  years  lie  served  as  Treasurer  of  the 
Scliool  Board,  a  position  whicli  he  still  tills.  In 
politics  lie  is  a  Republican,  having  supported  that 
party  since  18(54,  when  he  cast  his  first  rote  for 
President  Lincoln.  lie  is  also  a  charter  member  of 
tlie  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge  of  Brush  Creek. 
The  office  of  Mayor  he  acceptably  filled  and 
the  county  numbers  him  among  its  most  yalued 
citizens. 

Having  farmed  until  1870,  Mr.  Rawson  removed 
to  Brush  Creek  and  with  bis  brother-in-law,  G.  E. 
Rice,  started  the  Brush  Creek  Bank,  wliicli  they 
carried  on  together  for  ten  years,  when  he  pur- 
chased his  partner's  interest  and  is  now  sole  pro- 
prietor. He  also  has  a  large  liorse  raneli  on  which 
he  keeps  thoroughbred  Clydesdales  and  other  high 
grades  of  horses,  liaving  about  sixty  in  all.  He 
has  made  several  importations.  In  former  years, 
in  comjiany  with  Mr.  Rice,  he  dealt  extensively  in 
cattle,  one  deal  with  Hiram  Sweet  amounting  to 
$14,300,  and  another  in  Montana  to  $18,500.  He 
was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  bank  at  West 
Union  and  w.as  a  member  of  its  first  board  of  direc- 
tors, and  in  the  Brusli  Creek  Creamery  Company 
with  which  he  is  connected  he  holds  the  position  of 
treasurer.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  while  Air.  Raw- 
son  has  extensive  business  interests  of  his  own.  he 
is  liberal  in  assisting  in  anj'  worthy  cause,  botii 
with  time  and  means.  He  is  accounted  one  of  tlie 
affluent  men  of  this  part  of  the  county  and  with 
the  exception  of  about  $1,000  which  he  inherited, 
his  possessions  are  the  just  reward  for  his  energy 
and  business  tact. 

HARLES  H.  TALMADGE,  editor  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  West  Union  Gazette  and  Post- 
master of  West  Union,  was  born  in  Gerard, 
Erie  County,  Pa..  October  10,  1842,  and  is  the  son 
of  Henry  O.  and  Lydia  (Miller)  Talmadge.  His 
father  was  born  in  Westfield,  Conn.,  and  wps  de- 
scended from  an  old  New  England  family  of  Welsh 
origin.  He  settled  in  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y., 
with  his  parents  in  his  youth  and  married  Miss 
Lydia  Miller  in  Erie  County,  Pa.     The  lady  was  a 


native  of  that  county  and  six  children,  live  sons 
and  a  daughter,  were  born  unto  them,  of  whom  the 
daughter  and  one  son  are  deceased.  The  family 
moved  to  Winnebago  County,  III.,  in  1850,  where 
they  lived  until  the  spring  of  185G.  when  they 
fitted  out  a  "prairie  schc^oner'"  and  sailed  to  Iowa, 
casting  anchor  at  a  point  about  midway  between 
Osage  and  Mitchell. 

The  next  year  the  subject  of  this  sketch  entered 
the  printing  office  of  Talcott  &  Parker,  proprietors 
of  the  Mitchell  liepuhlican,  in  which  office  he 
remained  two  years.  He  attended  school  at  remote 
intervals  during  the  succeeding  three  years  and  in 
1860,  he  worked  with  Noyes  &  Brainard  on  the 
Clear  Lake  Independent,  with  a  little  time  on  the 
Mason  City  Democrat  and  North  loiraii  of  Osage, 
the  latter  a  journalistic  venture  of  Stilson  Hutchins. 
In  the  s|)ring  of  1861,  he  returned  to  the  home  of 
his  parents  near  Mitchell,  where  he  listened  to  the 
ominous  mntterings  of  the  impending  national 
conflict  and  determined  to  participate  in  the  war  if 
his  services  were  needed  in  defense  of  the  Union. 
A  war  meeting  was  held  in  Mitchell  soon  after  the 
fall  of  .Sumter,  addressed  by  M.  M.  Trumbull,  of 
Clarksville.  At  the  close  of  his  speech  volunteers 
were  called  for  to  join  the  company  Mr.  Trumbull 
proposed  to  organize,  and  'Sir.  Talmadge  was  one 
of  the  first  to  inscribe  his  name  on  tlie  roll.  A  few 
days  later  the  little  band  of  Mitchell  County  boys 
journeyed  by  teams  to  Clarksville  and  thence  to 
Charles  City,  AVaterloo  and  Dubuque.  Between  the 
two  latter  cities,  he  experienced  his  first  sensation  of 
riding  on  the  rail.  In  Dubuque,  the  organization 
of  the  company  w.is  completed,  and  in  rendezvous 
at  Keokuk  became  Company  I,  of  the  Third  Iowa 
Infantry.  He  was  in  Ilurlbut's  Division  at  the 
battleof  Shiloh  and  his  regiment  helped  to  make  up 
the  "hornet's  nest"  where  the  Confederate  general, 
.Sidney  Johnston,  met  his  death.  He  also  took  part 
in  some  minor  engagements.  During  the  last  part 
of  his  service  he  was  on  detached  duty,  under  spec- 
ial order  from  Gen.  Curtis.  At  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  enlistment.  Mr.  Talmadge  was  appointed 
to  the  Pay  Department,  contnuiing  in  this  impor- 
tant and  responsible  service  until  the  w.ir  ended 
and  the  last  Iowa  regiment  was  mustered  out  ancl 
paid  off. 
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On    his    return    from    the    war.    Mr.  Talmadge, 

through  .in  aceiclent.il  cliain  of  circumstances,  took 
up  his  residence  in  West  Union  and  became  assis- 
tant to  James  .Stewart,  County  Treasurer.  On  the 
25th  of  November,  1867,  Mr.  Tahnadge,  in  com- 
panj'  with  J.  W.  Shannon,  purchased  the  material 
of  the  defunct  Clermont  Leader  and  removed  the 
outfit  to  West  Union  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
a  Re|iublican  paper.  The  new  paper  was  styled  tlie 
Republican  Gazette  and  Clermont  Leader.  The 
venture  proved  a  decided  success.  In  December, 
1868,  Mr.  Shannon  was  obliged  to  withdraw  on 
.account  of  failing  health.  In  1885  the  form  of 
the  paper  was  changed  from  an  old  folio  to  its  pres- 
ent shape,  that  of  a  neat  quarto  of  eight  pages. 
Under  the  management  of  its  founder  and  present 
|)roprictor,  tlie  Gazette  has  always  been  a  consistent 
Republican  paper,  ably  edited  and  neatly  i)rinted. 
It  has  always  been  abreast  of  the  times  in  politics, 
news  and  local  enterprise  and  has  won  a  strong  hold 
on  the  esteem  of  its  patrons.  The  presses  are  oper- 
ated by  steam;  the  rooms  into  which  it  has  recently 
been  moveil  are  new,  clean  and  well  lighted;  the 
facilities  for  doing  all  kinds  of  job  work  are  com- 
plete and  the  business  is  generally  conceded  to  be 
in  a  prosperous  condition.  Mr.  Talmadge,  who  is 
the  present  Postmaster  of  West  Union,  was  ap- 
))ointed  to  that  office  in  tlie  spring  of  1879.  and 
re-ap|(ointed  in  1883,  but  retired  under  President 
Cleveland's  administration  in  1887.  After  a  lapse 
of  three  years,  he  was  again  appointed  Ajjril  7, 
1890.  His  administration  of  the  office  has  been 
efficient,  faithful  and  prompt  and  ver3'  much  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

In  Mitchell  County,  Iowa,  on  tiie  2;$d  of  October, 
1866,  Mr.  Talmadge  vv.as  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Lucy  H.  Whittemore,  who  was  born  in  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  September  6,  1843,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  Rev.  David  R.  Whittemore,  a  prominent  Bap- 
tist clergyman  of  Providence.  Two  children  were 
horn  unto  them — David  Henry,  the  eldest,  born  in 
Providence,  R.  I.,  September  24,  1867,  received  a 
liberal  education  and  is  IIk?  assistant  editor  of  the 
West  Union  Gazette B,nd  foreman  of  the  office;  John 
was  born  in  West  Union,  October  12,  1874,  and  is 
a  student  in  the  High  School.  Mrs.  Talmadge,  a 
TVpfPfiU   of  supej'ior  ability  and   earnest  Christian 


faith,  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Presbj'terian 
Church  of  this  city.  She  is  also  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Ladies'  Tourist  Club,  and  a  leader  in  all 
charitable  and  philanthropic  work  in  the  city.  Mr. 
Talmadge  is  a  member  of  West  Union  Lodge,  No. 
69,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  and  of  Clermont  Chapter,  No. 
62,  R.  A.  M.  He  is  also  a  member  of  M'est  Union 
Lodge,  No.  124,  K.  of  P.,  of  which  he  was  the  first 
Chancellor  Commander;  and  of  Abernethy  Post. 
No.  48,  G.  A.  R.,  of  West  Union,  of  which  he  has 
once  served  as  Post  Commander  and  has  been  Adju- 
tant nearly  ever  since  its  organization.  He  has 
twice  served  on  the  Governor's  staff  with  the  rank 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel,  first  with  Gov.  Kirkwood 
and  later  with  Gov.  C.  C.  Carpenter.  He  is  now 
aid-de-carap  to  Commander  M.  P.  Mills,  of  the 
Iowa  Department,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
Mr.  Talm.adge  has  always  been  an  earnest  worker  in 
the  cause  of  his  political  party  and  has  served  as 
chairman  of  his  home  county  and  congressional 
Republican  committees. 


^i^  LDER  ALBAN  M.  SMITH,  familiarly  called 
■^      Father  Smith,  has  been  longer  a  minister  of 


^  the  Gospel  than  an}'  other  connected  with 
the  Upper  Iowa  Conference  with  one  eiceptiou.  A 
sketch  of  his  life  is  of  especial  interest  in.asmuch  as 
few  men  have  ever  devoted  as  many  years  to  the 
work.  He  springs  from  no  mean  ancestors.  His 
grandfather,  J.acob  Smith,  was  a  major-general  in 
the  Revolutionary'  War.  A  company  of  men  had 
purchased  a  large  tract  of  land  in  Northern  New 
York  and  the}'  offered  Jacob  Smith  his  choice  of  a 
tract  a  mile  square  if  he  would  go  thither  and  sell 
the  land.  As  he  wished  to  secure  property  for  his 
large  family  of  boys  he  accepted  the  offer  and  re- 
moved from  Vermont  to  that  unbroken  forest.  He 
lived  to  be  nearly  a  hundred  years  old  and  his  wife 
passed  the  century  mark.  Eilder  Smith's  father 
was  born  in  A'ermont  and  it  was  during  his  boy- 
hood that  his  parents  removed  to  the  Empire  State. 
That  being  a  heavily  wooded  country  he  did  many 
a  hard  day's  work  in  helping  to  make  a  home  in  the 
Far  West,  as  it  was  then  consic(ered.     On  reaching 
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manhood  he  returned  to  Vermont  and  married 
Charlotte  Blanchard  at  her  home  on  the  Isle  of 
Mott,  in  Lake  Ciiamplain.  Her  fatlier  was  also  an 
officer  in  the  Revolutionary  army.  Tlie  young 
L'ouple  lived  for  a  time  in  the  Green  IMountain 
State  and  then  by  wagon  started  for  Ohio.  In 
Western  New  York  the  sickness  of  his  wife  caused 
a  halt.  Again  resuming  the  journey  he  arrived 
at  his  destination  and  was  bargaining  for  a 
tract  of  land,  when  he  discovered  just  in  lime  to 
save  himself,  that  the  whole  country  round  about 
was  under  mortgage.  He  then  returned  to  his  old 
home  in  Franklin  County,  N.  Y.,  becoming  an  ex- 
tensive farmer.  He  was  an  influential  citizen  and 
was  honored  with  many  local  offices.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  were  zealous  members  of  the  Methodist 
E[)iscopal  Church  and  their  house  was  a  home  for 
the  pioneer  preachers.  IMrs.  .Smilh  died  at  the  age 
of  about  tiiirty-three  years,  and  later  he  wedded 
Hannah  Ketcluim.  By  each  wife  he  had  eightchil- 
dren.  Having  reached  his  eighty-fourth  year  he 
passed  to  his  final  rest. 

Elder  Smith  was  the  eldest  cliild  of  the  family. 
He  was  liorn  in  Clinton  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the 
16th  of  June  1808,  but  was  reared  on  the  old 
home  in  Franklin  Count}'.  He  acquired  the  rudi- 
ments of  an  education  in  the  district  schools 
and  when  about  fourteen  years  of  age  was  con- 
verted and  soon  after  made  a  Class-Leader.  While 
in  his  sixteenth  year  he  was  licensed  to  preach,  and 
so  very  small  of  stature  and  so  youthful  was  lie 
that  he  drew  immense  audiences  to  hear  him,  inso- 
much that  it  was  necessary  to  hold  the  meetings 
out  of  doors.  This  i)Ut  him  at  no  disadvantage  as 
he  was  blessed  with  a  powerful  voice,  one  that 
could  be  heard  by  the  farthest  listener  in  any  assem- 
bly. In  1828  he  was  appointed  to  his  first  circuit 
and  the  following  year  joined  the  Oneida  Confer- 
ence. On  his  first  circuit  he  had  to  pieach  thirty- 
two  sermons  per  month  and  ride  on  horseback 
four  hundred  miles.  Streams  were  not  bridged 
and  often  he  must  ford  the  swollen  waters  or  fail  to 
meet  his  appointment,  which  latter  he  seldom  did. 
An  incident  or  two  will  serve  to  show  what  the 
pioneer  ministers  had  to  contend  with.  On  one 
occasion  he  was  riding  a  young  horse  to  an  appoint- 
ment which  lay  just  across  a  strcain.     High  water 


had  carried  away  the  bridge  but  seeing  a  place 
where  he  thought  he  could  cross  he  went  thither 
and  urged  the  colt  in.  He  had  made  but  a  few  steps 
when  he  plunged  off  a  perpendicular  bank  into 
some  five  feet  of  water;  this  so  frightened  his  steed 
that  he  turned  and  tried  to  climb  up  the  bank.  At 
this  critical  moment  the  girth  broke  but  Mr.  Smith, 
as  quick  as  a  cat,  sprang  to  the  bank  and  helped 
his  horse  out.  Such  a  sad  experience  the  iiorse 
could  not  be  induced  to  repeat;  he  was  therefore 
left  tied  to  a  tree  while  Mr.  Smith  clambered 
aerossas  best  he  could  on  some  drift  wood.  After 
services  the  animal  was  finally  gotten  across  by 
laying  planks  on  the  drift  and  making  him  walk 
thereon.  On  one  occasion  he  and  a  companion 
minister  came  to  a  stream  overflowing  its  banks 
and  not  fordable.  Some  distance  away  the  creek 
forked  and  it  was  thought  that  a  crossing  might  be 
effected,  so  making  their  horses  jump  a  high  hedge 
Mr.  Smith  look  the  lead  on  foot,  wading  in  water 
nearly  waist  deep.  Finding  a  place  where  the 
stream  was  only  about  ten  feet  from  bank  to  bank 
he  and  his  companion  waded  about,  picking  up  rails 
and  forming  a  temporary  bridge,  and  at  length, 
wet  and  weary,  this  unfortunate  pair  arrived  about 
midnight  at  the  home  of  a  warm-hearted  brother 
who  provided  for  their  comfort. 

To  repair  as  fai-  as  possible  the  defects  in  his 
early  education  Mr.  Smith  wotdd  study  Greek, 
Latin  and  theological  works  while  riding  from 
charge  to  cliarge.  When  the  Oneida  Conference 
was  divided  he  was  connected  with  that  portion 
formed  into  the  Black  River  Conference  but  now 
embraced  in  the  Northern  New  York  Conference. 
In  1857  Elder  Smith  came  to  this  State  and  two 
years  later  joined  the  Upper  Iowa  Conference. 
Until  1880  he  was  actively  engaged  in  the  minis- 
terial work  and  since  he  has  held  a  superannuated 
relation,  with  his  home  in  Fayette. 

In  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  August  .3,  18.37, 
Mr.  Smith  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Rockcy 
Strait  who  was  born  in  that  county  July  2,  1818, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  George  and  Rockcy  (Brooks) 
Strait.  Her  father  was  born  in  Manchester,  Vt.. 
February  19, 1783,  her  mother  in  Montague,  Mass., 
December  26,  1780,  and  they  were  married  Febru- 
ary 9,  1806,  in   Winnhall,  Vt.     Having    there    f§5 
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sided  until  about  IHIO,  tlioy  removed  to  St.  Law- 
rence County,  X.  Y..  and  developed  a  good  farm 
in  tiie  midst  of  the  forest,  Mr.  Strait  becoming  one 
of  tlie  substantial  farmers  of  this  county.  His  wife 
(lied  May  31.  18.'.i8.  Slie  was  the  mother  of  ten 
children  of  whom  only  two  now  live — Mrs.  Smith 
and  Mrs.  Orplia  Mungor,  of  Fayette.  For  a  second 
wife  Mr.  Strait  chose  Mrs.  Lydia  Bird,  nee  Ellis, 
bv  whom  he  had  one  daugliter.  He  died  Decem- 
ber 20,  1849.  A  man  [irominent  in  his  community 
lie  was  also  highly  esteemed. 

Mrs.  Smith  was  reared  b}'  pious  parents  and  like 
her  husband  in  early  life  became  identified  with 
tiie  Methodist  Church  and  through  all  the  years 
has  been  a  faithful  meml)er.  Father  Smitli  and 
wife  are  tUc  parents  of  three  children:  Sylvia  A. 
who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years;  Albert  G.,  Presi- 
dent of  Almira  College,  Greenville,  111.;  and  Cclia 
A.,  wife  of  A.  .T.  Berkstresser,  of  Sumner,  Iowa. 
Politically.  Klder  Smith  was  a  Democrat  until  the 
rise  of  the  anti-slavery  movement  into  which  he 
tlirew  bis  hest  efforts.  From  18(J0  until  the  rise 
of  the  Prohibition  party  ho  affiliated  with  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  has  been  an  uncom|)romising 
Prohibitionist  for  many  years,  in  fact  it  will  be 
seen  that  he  has  taken  the  right  side  in  all  great 
questions.  Sixty-si.x  years  have  p.assed  since  Fa- 
ther Smith  beg.m  the  work  of  the  ministry  and  the 
vast  amount  of  good  he  has  done  in  that  time  can 
not  be  known  until  the  0[H'ning  of  the  great  Book. 
He  and  his  wife  have  lived  together  iifty-three 
years,  j'ears  of  unalloyed  bliss. 


„.|  RTHUR  F.  CRAWFORD,  an  enterprising 
U\\     farmer  and  stock-raiser  residing  on  secticju 


11,  Harlan  Townslii|),  lias  since  his   four- 
<^W  teenth  year  made  his  home  in  this  county. 

He  was  born  in  County  ljongf(n-d.  in  the  north  of 
Ireland,  .July  IG,  1842,  and  is  one  of  six  children 
whose  parents,  Samuel  I'',  and  Anna  Maria  (West) 
Crawford-,  were  both  born  in  that  county  in  1808, 
and  were  of  Scotch  descent.  His  father  began 
life  as  a  farmer  and  followed  that  vocation  dur- 
ing  his  entire   business  career.     On  emigrating  to 


America  in  1842,  he  settled  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  where  he  made  his  home  until  1854,  when 
ho  brought  his  family  to  this  county,  where  he  and 
his  wife  are  still  living.  They  are  the  parents  of 
six  cliildren — William  F.,  who  resides  in  lloquiara. 
Wash.;  Ronald  S.  F.,  who  lives  ii\  Harlan;  Francis 
R.,  who  is  located  in  St.  James,  Mo.;  Arthur,  of 
this  sketch;  Mary  resides  at  home;  and  Hessie 
M.,  who  married  M.  M.  Taylor  and  they  reside  in 
Center  Township. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  life  and  since 
attaining  to  mature  years  has  followed  that  occu- 
pation in  pursuit  of  fortune.  He  was  educated  in 
the  district  schools  of  New  York  and  Iowa,  and 
by  subsequent  reading  has  become  a  well-informed 
man.  He  was  married  March  8,  1869,  to  Miss 
Eliza  Talbot,  the  second  of  two  children  liorn  unto 
Thomas  R.  and  Eliza  (Leal)  Talbot.  Her  father 
was  born  in  Westrneath  County,  Ireland,  and  is  of 
Scottish  descent.  The  year  1850  witnessed  his  emi- 
gration to  America  and  in  Lima,  Fayette  County, 
Iowa,  he  took  ui)  his  residence.  He  became  the 
owner  of  large  tracts  of  land  anil  was  a  leading  and 
successful  business  man  of  the  community.  He 
died  on  the  28th  of  December,  1883,  and  his  wife, 
who  w.as  also  a  native  of  Ireland,  departed  this 
life  on  the  9th  of  .lune,  1881.  Their  daughter 
Lucy  is  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  Jones,  a  practicing 
physician  of  Elgin,  Iowa;  and  Eliza  is  the  wife  of 
our  subject.  Mr.  Crawford  and  his  wife  have 
three  children — Fannie  \\.,  born  October  12,  1873; 
Reginald  T.,  June  9,  1876;  and  Arthur  B.,  May 
10,  1879. 

Prompted  by  patriotic  impulses,  Mr.  Crawford, 
on  the  22(1  of  September,  18C2,  enrolled  his  name 
with  the  bo3's  in  blue  of  the  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry.  He 
enlisted  for  three  years,  which  were  spent  in  pro- 
tecting the  settlements  of  the  Northwestern  fron- 
tier, and  during  that  time  he  took  part  in  m.any 
skirmishes  and  engagements.  When  the  war  was 
over  he  was  mustered  out  in  Sioux  City,  Iowa, 
and  honorably  discharged  at  Davenport  Novem- 
ber 7.  1865.  Socially  Mr.  Crawford  is  a  member 
of  Reynolds  Post,  No.  47,  G.  A.  R.,  of  M.aynard. 
He  takes  an  active  interest  in  and  keeps  himself 
well  informed  on  the  political  issues  of  the  day. 
He  is  not  hampered  by  party  ties  and   hplds  hire)- 
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self  free  to  support  whoever  he  wills,  as  he  desires 
to  vote  for  the  best  men  and  measures.  He  has 
held  the  office  of  Township  Trutee  for  nine  con- 
secutive years  and  has  also  served  as  Commissioner 
of  Roads  and  Ilighwaj's.  He  is  now  Secretary  of 
the  Farmers'  Co-operative  Creamery  at  Maynard, 
a  position  he  has  occupied  since  its  organization. 
He  takes  a  commendable  interest  in  everjtiiing 
pertaining  to  the  advancement  and  upbuilding  of 
the  county  and  State  in  which  he  lives,  and  enjoys 
the  distinction  of  being  one  of  the  most  prosper- 
ous and  influential  farmers  of  Fayette  County. 


ENRY  CLAY  STURGIS,  of  the  firm  of 
j\]  H.  C.  Sturgis  &  Co.,  proprietors  of  the 
Citizens  Bank  of  Oelwein,  is  a  native  of 
Fayette  County,  Iowa.  He  was  born  in 
West  Union  and  is  a  son  of  the  Hon.  P.  F.  Sturgis, 
of  that  city,  whose  sketch  is  given  elsewhere.  He 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  at  the  Upper 
Iowa  University  and  on  completing  his  course  at 
that  institution  accepted  the  position  of  Deput}' 
County  Treasurer  of  Fayette  Count}',  which  he 
filled  for  a  period  of  eight  years,  from  February, 
1878,  until  January,  1886.  For  the  two  succeed- 
ing years  he  was  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business 
at  West  Union  v^lien  in  company  with  his  father 
he  established  the  Citizens  Bank  of  Oelwein  which 
he  has  since  conducted  with  marked  success. 

Mr.  Sturgis  was  married  in  Waucoma,  Iowa,  on 
the  8th  of  January,  1880,  to  Miss  Dora  E.  Scoville, 
daughter  of  William  and  Plicebe  (Stannard)  Sco- 
ville. The  lady  was  born  in  Palatine,  Cook  County, 
111.,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
One  child  was  born  of  their  union,  a  son.  Lew  C, 
born  in  West  Union,  June  4,  1883. 

Mr.  Sturgis  removed  with  his  family  to  Oelwein 
in  March,  1888,  and  has  since  made  that  cit}-  his 
home.  In  addition  to  his  banking  business  he  is 
largely  interested  in  real  estate,  in  company  with 
his  father  in  Fayette  County  and  to  a  considerable 
e.xtenl  outside.  They  have  upwards  of  one  thou- 
sand acres  of  valuable  farming  land  in  this  county, 
and    in   December,   1890,  Mr.  Sturgis   purchased  a 


half-interest  in  the  drug  business  of  Perry  H. 
Peterson,  of  Oelwein,  and  the  firm  is  now  Peterson 
&  Sturgis,  successors  to  Peterson  &  Cole.  Mr. 
Sturgis  was  a  charter  member  of  West  Union  Lodge 
No.  124,  K.  P.,  and  has  since  maintained  his  mem- 
bership with  ihal  lodge.  In  politics  he  is  a  pro- 
nounced Republican  but  is  not  actively  identified 
with  party  management.  His  business  methods 
are  such  as  to  commend  him  to  popular  favor  and 
under  his  management  the  Citizens  Bank  of  Oel- 
wein has  prospered  from  the  start,  and  is  rapidly 
winning  warm  friends  among  the  townspeople  of 
that  place  and  tiie  surrounding  county. 

The  Citizens  Bank  of  wiiich  II.  C.  Sturgis  &  Co. 
are  proprietors  was  established  in  Oelvvein  in  March, 
1  888,  by  the  Hon.  P.  F.  Sturgis  of  West  Union  and 
his  son  Henry  Clay,  the  resident  and  managing 
partners.  This  bank  does  a  general  banking  busi- 
ness, receives  deposits,  l)uys  and  sells  exchange  and 
makes  collections  with  dispatch.  Its  financial 
standing  is  guaranteed  by  the  well-known  extensive 
real-estate  possessions  of  its  proprietors  and  their 
business  qualifications  and  unquestioned  integrity. 
The  Hon.  P.  F.  Sturgis,  whose  sketch  a[)pears  else- 
where in  this  work,  is  a  pioneer  settler  and  merchant 
of  West  Union  whose  prominence  and  liigli  stand- 
ing throughout  Northern  Iowa  is  a  matter  of  his- 
tory, while  his  son,  through  many  years'  service  in 
the  County  Treasurer's  office,  enjoys  an  extended 
acquaintance  throughout  Fayette  County  where  he 
commands  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  ail  with 
whom  he  has  iiad  lousiness  relations. 


-^f 


^ETER  GREEN  ABBOTT  is   a  prominent 
farmer  and  stock-grower  residing  on    sec- 


'^Ij^  tion  8,  Bethel  Township,  in  whom  we  see 
I  \  one  of  the  honored  pioneers  of  Fayette 
Count}'.  He  is  a  native  of  the  Granite  State,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  Concord,  February  14, 
1830.  His  parents,  Reuben  and  Hannah  Abbott, 
were  also  natives  of  Concord,  where  four  genera- 
tions of  the  family  have  lived  in   the   same  house 
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and  the  name  of  Reuben  Abbott  has  always  be- 
longed to  the  head  of  the  family.  On  both  sides 
our  subject  is  descended  from  George  Abbott,  who 
in  the  historic  '-Mayflower"  crossed  the  Atlantic 
from  England  and  located  in  Plymouth,  Mass.  He 
subsequently  removed  to  Andover,  Mass.,  where 
the  family  resided  until  Reuben  Abbott,  the  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  traveled  northward 
prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War,  locating  in  Con- 
cord, N.  II.  His  son  Reuben  served  in  the  Colonial 
army,  valiantly  aiding  in  the  struggle  for  inde- 
pendence and  died  in  the  Granite  State.  Daniel 
Abbott,  tlie  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  also  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  was 
captured  by  the  Indians  and  taken  prisoner  to  Can- 
ada. The  famil}'  have  for  generations  been  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  Church.  Peter  Green 
Abbott  is  one  of  eight  children,  four  sons  and 
four  daughters, six  of  whom  are  yet  living — Cath- 
erine W.,  widow  of  Daniel  Farnuni  of  Concord, 
N.  H.;  Hannah  G.,  wife  of  John  Ballard  of  Con- 
cord; Esther  M.,  now  Mrs.  Albert  G.  Dow,  of  Con- 
cord; Ezra,  who  married  and  follows  farming  in 
Rock  County,  Minn. ;  P.  G.  of  this  sketch;  and 
Henry  C,  who  is  married  and  resides  in  Leroy, 
Kan.,  being  employed  by  the  railroad  comjjany. 
Reuben  K.,  the  eldest  of  the  family,  died  in  1889, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  He  had  always 
lived  in  Concord,  and  occupied  the  Abbott  home- 
stead where  the  family  now  reside.  E)lizabeth  B. 
became  the  wife  of  F.  B.  Carter  in  Concord,  and 
died  about  187G,  leaving  two  daughters. 

In  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads  our  subject 
was  reared  to  manhood.  He  began  his  education 
in  the  common  sciiools  of  the  neighborhood  and 
completed  it  by  a  course  of  study  in  Pembroke 
Academy.  Thinking  the  West  furnished  better 
opportunities  than  the  older  and  more  thickly  set- 
tled .States  of  New  England,  he  turned  his  face 
toward  the  setting  sun  in  1855  and  traveled  until 
May,  of  that  year,  wiien  having  reached  Clayton 
County,  Iowa,  lie  there  made  a  location.  However, 
his  stay  in  that  county  was  short.  In  December, 
of  the  same  year  he  came  to  Fayette  County  and 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  partially  improved  land 
in  Betliel  'I'ownship,  wliicli  during  his  fiv(^  years  res- 
idence thereon  underwent  many  changes.     A  good 


grove  was  planted,  improvements  made  and  the 
wild  land  transformed  into  productive  fields. 

The  year  succeeding  his  arrival  in  this  county, 
Mr.  Abbott  w.as  joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Emily 
Palmer,  a  native  of  Fairfax,  Vt.,  and  a  daughter 
of  Martin  and  Harriet  (Hunt)  Palmer, also  natives 
of  the  Green  Mountain  State,  wdiere  her  father 
died  about  1841.  Her  mother  then  married  D. 
Kidder  and  came  to  this  county  in  1855,  locating 
in  Bethel  Township.  They  sold  that  farm  and 
removed  to  Rock  Falls,  Iowa,  where  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Kidder  occurred  in  1882.  The  young  couple, 
whose  marriage  was  the  first  celebrated  in  Rich- 
land now  Bethel  Township,  began  their  domestic 
life  on  a  farm  which  Mr.  Ablwtt  first  purchased 
making  it  their  home  until  1860,  when  he  bought 
forty  acres  of  his  present  farm  which  he  greatly 
improved  by  the  erection  of  a  substantial  dwelling, 
a  barn  and  other  buildings.  He  also  planted  a  good 
orchard  and  from  time  to  time,  by  additional  pur- 
chases, extended  the  boundaries  of  his  land  until 
two  hundred  acres  now  pay  tribute  to  his  care  and 
cultivation. 

Mr.  Abbott  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss 
of  his  excellent  wife  in  1873,  her  death  occurring 
in  May,  of  that  year.  By  their  union  were  born 
six  cliildren,  five  of  whom  are  now  living — Reu- 
ben, vvho  is  married  and  resides  near  the  old  home; 
Justin  Palmer,  who  operates  the  liomestead  farm; 
Almida  Josephine,  who  was  born  in  1859,  and  is 
the  wife  of  Charles  Dickens  of  Chickasaw  Countj'; 
Arthur  I'latt,  the  cHicient  principal  of  the  Oelwein 
schools;  Waller  Henry,  who  died  at  tlie  age  of  ten 
months;  and  Henry  Waller,  who  is  attendingschool 
in  Dceorah,  Iowa.  INIr.  Abbott  was  again  married 
in  Chickasaw  County,  in  November,  1879,  his  sec- 
ond union  being  with  Achsah  (Oatman)  Moss, 
widow  of  Thomas  Moss,  and  a  daughter  of  Simeon 
Oatman.  lioth  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abbott  are  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church  and  have  lived  up- 
right consistent  lives,  thus  winning  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  those  with  whom  they  come  in  con- 
tact. He  takes  considerable  interest  in  jiolitical 
alTairs,  supporting  the  Republican  party,  has  served 
as  a  delegate  to  the  county  conventions  and  has 
lilird  the  ollices  of  Justice  of  (he  Peace,  Assessor 
and  Township  Clerk,  and  Treasurer   of    the  town- 
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ship  school  district.  With  the  history  of  the 
county  during  the  past  tliirty-fivej^ears  be  has  been 
prominently  identified,  working  for  its  welfare 
and  supporting  those  measures  which  are  calculated 
lo  upbuild  and  advance  its  interests. 


'[f^REDERICK  PLEGGENKUHLE,  proprie- 
•^S)  tor  of  the  Dividing  Ridge  farm,  which  com- 
[  prises  four  hundred   and  forty  acres  of  fine 

land,  is  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  Bethel 
Township.  Ilis  home  is  on  section  18,  and  the 
friends  of  the  family  who  there  gather  are  many. 
The  owner  is  of  German  birth.  He  was  born  in 
Hanover  on  the  1st  of  September,  1846,  his  parents 
being  John  H.  Wamhoff  and  Catherine  M.  Pleg- 
genkuide.  A  peculiar  circumstance  connected  with 
their  marriage  is  the  fact  that,  contrary  to  the 
usual  custom  a  change  was  made  in  the  name  of 
the  groom  instead  of  the  bride.  The  reason  for 
this  vvas  the  fact  tliat  Mrs.  Pleggenknhle  was  the 
only  heir  to  the  estate  of  her  father,  and  in  order 
that  she  should  come  into  the  possession  of  the 
property  it  was  necessary  that  she  retain  the  fam- 
ily name.  They  were  married  in  their  native  coun- 
try where  all  of  their  children  were  born,  and  it 
was  not  until  1870,  when  having  disposed  of  the 
property  in  Germany,  they  emigrated  to  America 
and  became  residents  of  Bethel  Township,  Fayette 
Count}-,  Iowa.  INIr.  Pleggcnkuhle  purchased  two 
liundred  acres  of  land,  the  farm  upon  which  our 
subject  now  resides,  and  after  ten  years  departed 
ihis  life,  his  wife  surviving  him  until  1887.  In 
their  family  were  seven  children,  the  eldest  of 
whom,  Henry,  came  to  Ameiica  in  1801,  locating 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  He  is  unmarried  and  has  spent 
mu('h  of  his  life  in  travel;  Eliza  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  lloberger,  of  Betliel  Township;  Frederick 
is  the  next  younger;  William  is  engaged  in  farming 
in  Chickasaw  Counlj-,  Iowa:  Herman,  who  was  un- 
married and  lived  with  his  parents,  died  in  1880,  at 
the  age  of  twcnt}'- live  years;  Lousetta  is  the  wife 
of  Alfred  Wheaton,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Sumner  Township,  Bremer  Count)-;  Caroline  be- 
came the  wife  of  William  Moultonhowcr,  of  Staple- 


ton  Township,  Chickasaw  Countj',  and  after  his 
death  wedded  Herman,  a  brother  of  her  first  hus- 
band. She  died  in  1882,  leaving  a  family  of  chil- 
dren. 

The  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  our  subject 
spent  in  the  parental  home,  but  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een years  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  began  life  for 
himself  in  the  New  World.  The  year  following 
his  arrival  he  spent  upon  a  farm  in  Ohio,  and  then 
went  to  Michigan,  where  he  remained  about  a  year, 
coming  to  Fayette  County  in  the  fall  of  1867. 
Shortly  afterward  he  purchased  his  present  farm  in 
Bethel  Township,  and  as  a  helpmate  on  life's  jour- 
ney, chose  Miss  Angelina  Hackstett,  the  wedding 
being  celebrated  January  2,  1871.  The  lady  was 
born  in  Lubeck,  Prussia,  May  17,  1845,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Frederick  and  Angeline  Hackstett, 
who  are  still  living  in  Prussia,  where  their  entire 
lives  have  been  spent.  She  is  the  eldest  of  a  fam- 
ily of  seven  children,  and  was  followed  by  Fred- 
erick, who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years;  Louisa, 
wife  of  William  Martin,  of  Michigan;  Sophia,  who 
is  married  and  resides  in  Germany  ;  Frederick,  who 
is  married  and  makes  his  home  in  Michigan;  Got. 
leib,  who  is  married  and  living  in  Germany;  and 
Heiiiy,  who  resides  with  his  parents  on  the  old 
horaesload  in  Prussia.  Mrs.  Pleggenkuhle  came  to 
America  in  1867,  and  resided  in  Berrien  County, 
ilich.,  for  some  three  years,  when  she  came  to  this 
county,  where  she  formed  the  acquaintance  of  him 
who  sought  her  hand  in  marriage.  Their  union 
has  been  blessed  with  thirteen  children,  and  the 
family  circle  yet  remains  unbroken.  They  have  rea- 
son to  be  thankful  that  out  of  so  large  a  family  not 
one  has  been  taken,  but  all  are  spared,  are  enjoying 
good  health  ami  yet  remain  under  the  parental 
roof:  Sophia,  the  eldest,  born  October  8,  1871,  is 
successfully  engaged  in  teaching  in  Chickasaw 
County.  The  younger  members  of  the  family  are 
Henry,  born  May  27,  187.3;  Charles,  August  18, 
1874;  John,  October  20,  1875;  Frederick,  Novem- 
ber 4,  18V6;  Minnie,  December  27,  1877;  Annie, 
December  19,  1878;  Nettie,  December  23,  1879 
William,  August  27,  1881;  Lizzie,  October  1,  1882 
August,  March  8,  1884;  Alvina,  May  20,  1885 
and  Lena,  January  20,  1888. 

Tlie  landed  possessions  of   Mr.   Pleggenkuhle  in 
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Bethel  Township,  aggregate  six  hunrtied  and  eighty 
aeres,  and  he  is  also  owner  of  some  line  land  in 
Fredricksburg  Township,  Chieifasaw  Countj'.  As 
before  stated,  Lis  home  farm  comprises  four  iiun- 
dred  and  forlj^  acres,  and  is  one  of  the  finest  farms 
in  the  count3-.  Its  well  tilled  fields,  its  many  facili- 
ties, the  improved  machinery  and  other  accessories 
to  a  model  farm  are  all  tliere  found.  Among  the 
buiUHngs  we  note  n  fine  frame  residence,  the  home 
of  tlie  family,  two  good  barns  and  a  large  granary. 
He  makes  a  specialty  of  the  breeding  of  cattle  of 
tiie  Red  Polled  Angus  grade  which  is  specially 
adapted  for  dairy  purposes,  and  lie  is  one  of  the 
stockholders,  and  also  Secretary  of  the  Rieli field 
Creamery  Company.  lie  is  a  man  of  more  than 
average  business  ability,  enterprising  and  industri- 
ous, and  would  prove  an  important  addition  to  any 
community.  He  votes  with  the  Democratic  parly, 
and  has  served  as  member  of  the  School  Board  for 
nine  years. 

^  o<r?o   - 

/^h  THEO  SCHMII)  is  engaged  in  the  manu- 
(l(^l  facture  of  harness  in  Elgin,  where  he  ha® 
^^^  won  for  himself  an  enviable  reputation  as 
a  straightforward  business  man  and  leading  citi- 
zen. He  was  l)orn  in  Eriswyl,  Canton  Berne, 
Switzerland,  November  15,  1843,  and  is  the  seventh 
in  a  family  of  eight  children  wliose  parents,  Fred- 
crick  and  Lisette  (Mauerhofer)  Schmid,  were  also 
natives  of  Switzerland,  where  they  spent  their 
entire  lives.  His  fatlier  engaged  in  various  pur- 
suits but  made  farming  his  principal  occupation. 
Of  their  family  four  are  yet  living.  Two  came  to 
the  United  States  some  ten  years  prior  to  the  emi- 
gration of  our  subject,  and  F.  W.  Schmid  is  now  a 
farmer  of  Clayton  County,  Iowa. 

Our  subject  received  good  school  advantages, 
acquiring  an  academic  education  and  before  attain- 
ing to  his  majoritj'  he  sailed  for  America  in  18G4, 
reaching  his  destination  after  three  weeks.  This  was 
a  long  voyage  on  the  steamer.  Coming  to  this 
county  the  same  year,  he  served  an  apprenticeship 
of  two  j-ears  in  the  harness  shop  of  C.  F.  AVeck,  of 
Clermont,  and  then  woiked  a  year  for  his  employer 
as  a  journeyman.     On   the   20lli  of   May,  18G7,  lie 


was  jOiUed  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Mary  Brien,  a 
native  of  Liver))ool,  England,  who  in  her  girl- 
hood came  with  her  mother  to  the  United  States 
and  settled  in  Clayton  County,  Iowa.  Six  chil- 
dren graced  their  union,  namely:  G.  Edwin,  .1. 
Clement,  Fannie  L. ;  F.  Max,  who  was  drowned  in 
the  Turkey  River  at  the  age  of  ten  years;  M.  VV'in- 
nifred  and  M.  Verona. 

In  1867  Mr.  Schmid  became  a  resident  of  Elgin 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  bought  a 
small  stock  of  materials  and  embarked  in  the  har- 
ness-making business  for  himself,  but  a  constantly 
increasing  trade  has  forced  him  to  enlarge  his 
sto  'k  correspondingl}-  until  his  store  might  well 
belong  to  a  much  larger  place.  He  owns  the  two- 
story  brick  building  in  which  he  does  business, 
and  is  also  interested  in  the  Elgin  (Iowa)  Can- 
ning Company,  of  which  he  is  now  one  of  the 
Directors.  Whatever  success  he  has  met  with  in 
life,  and  this  is  not  a  little,  is  due  to  his  own 
ffjrts,  and  he  has  won  the  commendation  im  plied 
by  the  term,  self-made  man.  In  connection  with  his 
other  business  interests  he  represents  the  Hartford 
and  Springfield,  Mass.,  insurance  companies  and 
the  Home  Insurance  Company,  of  New  York.  He 
has  taken  quite  an  active  part  in  political  affairs 
in  su[)port  of  the  Democratic  partj',  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  School  Board  of  Elgin  fifteen  years 
and  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  more  than  twelve 
years,  both  of  which  positions  he  still  holds.  He 
has  also  been  Notary  Public  for  ten  years,  and  his 
long  continued  service  in  these  offices  indicates  his 
faithfulness  and  fidelity  to  duty.  Socially  Mr. 
Schmid  is  a  Knight  Templar  INIason,  a  member  of 
the  United  Workmen  society,  and  also  of  the 
Legion  of  Honor.  He  has  made  many  warm  friends 
while  residing  in  this  community  and  secured  the 
respect  of  all  with  whom  business  or  pleasure  have 
bro\ight  him  in  contact. 


(«1  l*;ILLIAM  ROIJISON,  who  is  now  living  a 
\rj/l  retired  life  in  Fayette,  is  a  native  of  Scot- 
V^^  land.  He  was  born  in  Roxburyshire,  Oc- 
tober 26,  1838,  and  his  parents,  William  and 
Margaret  (Babtie)   Ilobison,  were  also   natives    of 
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the  same  county.  Strict  members  of  tlie  Presby- 
terian Church,  the)'  ever  lived  consistent  with  their 
professions  and  were  resppcted  by  all.  The  father 
followed  fruit-growing  and  gardening  for  a  liveli- 
hood and  lived  to  be  about  fifty-eight  years  old, 
liaving  survived  his  wife  some  time.  In  their 
f.Muiily  were  seven  children,  of  whom  William  is 
the  youngest. 

The  scholastic  training  which  our  subject  I'e- 
ceived  was  above  the  average.  At  tlie  iiigh 
Scliool  of  Jedburgh  he  prepared  himself  for  life's 
duties.  At  iiome  he  had  learned  much  of  garden- 
ing and  fruit  culture  and  on  the  completion  of  his 
education  served  two  and  a  half  years  at  tiiat  trade 
as  an  api)renlice  at  Sunlass  Castle.  lie  then  went 
to  Edinburg  where  for  a  short  time  he  was  eni- 
l)loyed  in  tlie  nursery  of  Losson  (fe  Co.  when  he 
was  given  a  |)osition  in  the  Botanic  Gardens  of 
Glasgow.  This  was  a  high  testimonial  of  iiis  skill 
and  knowledge,  for  to  secure  a  situation  like  that 
one  nuisl  be  liighly  recommended  as  a  botanist. 
After  reinuining  in  l.liat  position  for  a  year  Mr. 
Robison  was  induced  Ijy  a  friend  lo  come  to  tiie 
Tnited  Slates  and  forthwith  crossed  the  water  in 
185G,  lar.diug  at  New  York.  He  at  once  went  to 
Otsego,  N.  v..  but  could  find  tliere  no  op|)ortuiiity 
to  engage  al  work  at  his  trade  so  lie  returned  to 
New  York  Cit}'.  Tiie  season,  however,  was  so  far 
spent  that  he  could  get  no  position  in  that  line  of 
business,  and  returning  to  Otsego  he  offered  his 
services  to  a  farmer  to  mow  grass  but  the  farmer 
was  not  willing  lo  pa3'  him  a  man's  wages  ns  be 
(lid  not  tiiink  he  could  perform  the  work  of  an 
average  employe.  Mr.  Robison  proposed  lo  make 
a  liand  or  else  work  for  nothing,  and  the  farmer  soon 
bi  came  convinced  that  he  could  accoinplisli  as  ] 
much  as  any  one.  Subsequently  ho  ran  a  dairy  in 
Herkimer  County  and  was  very  successful  in  thrt 
business  but  at  length  determined  to  try  his  fortune 
in  the  West. 

The  year  186!)  witnessed  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Rob- 
ison in  Iowa.  He  came  to  this  county,  i)urcliased 
land  and  for  sixteen  years  engaged  in  farming, 
adding  to  his  caiiital  as  the  months  rolled  by  until 
lie  is  now  able  to  live  a  retired  life,  lie  still  owns 
an  interest  in  a  farm  three  miles  west  of  town  ))ut 
since  1881  has  miido  his  homo  in  Fayelle,  where  he 


is  a  respected  citizen.  In  politics  he  was  a  Demo 
erat  from  the  time  he  bccan)e  an  American  citizen 
until  1887,  since  which  time  he  has  been  a  Union 
Labor  advocate.  ¥ov  three  years  he  has  servetl  as 
an  elficient  member  of  the  Town  Council,  still  hold- 
ing that  position.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a  Pres- 
byterian. By  industry  and  economy  he  has  laid 
by  a  sutlicient  competence  to  enable  him  to  spend 
the  remainder  of  his  life  in  ease,  though  he  still 
performs  some  work  out  of  choice,  as  a  life  of  utter 
idleness  is  distasteful  to  one  of  his  energetic  nature. 


,AN1EL  W.  HALL,  who  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing on  section  32.  Union  Township,  was 
born  in  Center  County,  Pa.,  November  7i 
1821.  The  family  of  his  great-grandfather  came 
over  with  that  of  William  Penn.  His  great- 
grandfather, John  Hall,  was  a  blacksmith  b}'  trade 
and  his  shop  was  situated  near  the  Brandywiiie 
battlefield.  When  that  engagement  took  place  he 
ventured  out  with  his  leather  apron  on  to  see  the 
battle,  but  scmie  British  cavalry  riding  along  about 
that  time  took  him  prisoner  and  with  several  com- 
panions sent  him  to  Quebec,  Canada,  but  after  a 
short  time  he  was  released.  The  grandfather  of 
our  subject  served  his  district  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature of  i'ennsylvania.  John  Hall,  father  of  our 
subject,  was  one  of  seven  children  and  his  boy- 
hood was  passed  in  Center  County,  Pa.,  where  he 
received  a  good  common-school  education  and 
learned  the  blacksmith's  trade  under  the  direction 
of  his  father,  in  whose  shop  he  became  foreman, 
lie  fallowed  the  liusiness  until  1836,  when  he 
removed  to  a  farm,  on  which  he  died  March  30, 
18J0.  He  married  Miss  Saiali  Weaver,  a  lady  of 
Ilolhind  descent,  who  survived  him  until  187G,  and 
died  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-four  years. 
The}'  left  seven  children — Joseph  B.,  of  Center 
County,  Pa.;  Daniel,  of  this  sketch;  Hannah  Barn- 
hart,  now  residing  in  Page  County,  Iowa;  Sarrdi 
Cline,  a  resident  of  Bellefonte,  Pa.;  John  N.,  of 
Howard,  Pa.;  William,  who  died  in  the  Iveystone 
Slate;    and    Mary   J.,    who    is    living    in     Omaha 
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Neb.  The  father]  of  this  family  iieid  inenibersliip 
in  the  Presbyterian  Churcli  and  was  a  faithful 
and 'consistent  C'hrif<tian.  .  Hejwas  well  informed 
on  |)oIitical  affairs,  supported  the  Whig  and  after- 
ward the  Uemocratie  party,  but  never  sought 
public  oHice,  devoting  his  time  and  attention  mainly 
to  his  business  interests. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  unmarked  by 
any  event  of  special  importance.  He  spent  the 
daj's  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  upon  his  father's 
farm  in  Pennsylvania,  and  received  but  limited 
edueational  adv.intages  as  his  services  were  needed 
at  home.  lie  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
until  twenty-seven  years  of  age  when  he  procured 
a  farm  for  bi.s  own  use,  and  from  1848  until  18G4 
devoted  himself  to  its  cultivation.  He  married 
Miss  Lucinda  E.  Kline,  a  native  of  Union  County, 
Pa.,  on  the  13th  of  January,  1848,  and  in  the 
Keystone  State  they  resided  until  18G4,  when, 
selling  out,  Mr.  Hall  started  for  Minnesota  The 
route,  however,  lay  through  Iowa,  and  being  so 
well  pleased  with  this  country,  he  determined  here 
to  locate.  Mr.  Hall  purchased  a  farm  east  of  West 
LTnion,  which  he  operated  for  two  years,  when  he 
traded  it  for  his  present  farm  of  two  hundred 
acres,  which  since  18CG  has  been  his  homo  and 
furnished  him  subsistence.  His  efforts  in  life  have 
met  with  a  fair  degree  of  success  and  this  is  indi- 
cated by  his  pleasant  home. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  have  lieen  born  the  fol- 
lowing children:  George  K.,  who  is  oi)eraling  the 
homestead;  John  H.,  a  cattle  buyer  of  West  Union; 
Amy,  wife  of  Hardy  Turner,  of  Center  Townshij); 
Laura,  wife  of  Nathan  Shank,  of  West  Union; 
Samuel  T.,  of  Cedar  IJaiiids;  Mary  E.,  at  home; 
Ruth,  who  is  at  the  head  of  a  large  dressmaking 
establishment  in  Salt  Lake  City;  Daniel,  a- fireman 
on  the  railroad,  living  in  Savannah,  111.:  and  Will- 
iam, also  ii  railroad  employe,  residing  in  Savannah. 

Mr.  Hall  has  always  been  a  friend  to  education 
AUu  provided  his  children  with  liberal  advantages 
in  that  direction.  He  is  a  worthy  and  valued  citi- 
zen, a  good  business  man  and  among  his  neighbors 
and  friends  is  held  in  high  regard.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  of  West  Inion,  and  are  living  f.ailhful  and 
consistent  Christian   lives. 


THOMAS  HANSON,  an  early  settler  and 
'''^\\  P''0"^'"sn^  farmer  of  Jefferson  Township 
residing  on  section  17,  is  of  English  birth. 
He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Keighley,  Yorkshire, 
on  the  ;tth  of  December,  1823,  and  is  a  son  of 
Joseph  and  Ahinoarn  (Wood)  Hanson,  who  were 
also  natives  of  Yorkshire,  England.  His  father 
was  born  April  1.1787,  and  died  on  the  28tli  of 
March,  18G5;  his  mother  was  born  February  23, 
17110,  and  her  death  occurred  December  21,  18G1. 
Under  the  parental  roof  in  the  usual  manner  of 
farmer  lads  our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  days, 
and  in  tlje  public  schools  of  the  neighborhood 
acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  common  English 
branches  of  learning.  When  eighteen  years  of  age 
he  was  a|)prei)ticcd  to  the  stonemason's  trade  and 
after  serving  his  term  worked  awhile  as  a  journey- 
man, then  engaged  as  a  contractor  and  builder. 
He  was  married  on  the  21st  of  June,  184o,  to  Miss 
Ellen  Smith,  daughter  of  John  and  Jane  Smith. 
She  was  born  May  20,  1823,  in  Yorkshire,  and 
while  yet  residing  in  England  four  children,  three 
sons  and  a  daugiiter,  were  born  of  their  union: 
Th()m:is  L.,  born  May  30,  184'.>,  married  Miss 
A'iola  Baldwin  and  resides  in  Central  City,  Neb.; 
Isaac,  born  Jun?  20.  1851,  is  at  home;  Sarah  A., 
born  February  IG,  18.35,  is  the  wife  of  J.  W.  Dray- 
ton, a  resident  of  Antelope  County,  Neb.;  Joseph, 
horn  April  8,  1857,  is  a  farmer  of  Clay  County, 
Iowa.  F^migrating  to  America  Mr.  Hanson  took 
up  his  residence  in  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  and  here 
the  family  circle  was  increased  by  the  birth  of  four 
other  children :  John  AV.,  born  March  9,  18G0, 
married  Miss  Emma  Ridler,  now  deceased,  and  is 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Rulhven, 
Palo  Alto  County,  Iowa;  Alfred,  born  May  3, 
18G2,  married  Edith  May  Scott,  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  Jefferson  Township  and  is  also  Secretary 
of  the  Farmers'  Creamery  Association  of  this 
county;  Martha  Alice,  born  April  G,  18GI,  died 
October  21,  1871;  Minnie,  a  young  lady  in  her 
eighteenth  year,  born  April  4,  1873,  is  still  with 
her  parents. 

Mr.  Hanson  continued  to  |)ursue  the  business  of 
a  contractor  until  his  /allier's  death  in  March, 
1855,  when  he  returned  to  the  old  honiestead  and 
carried  on  a   farm  until  the  spring  t)f   1857,  when 
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he  e  in  ignited  with  his  famil}'  to  Amorica.  Leav- 
ing the  old  countiy  in  April  of  that  3'car  he  at 
length  leached  New  York  and  came  directly  to 
Iowa,  locating  where  he  now  resides.  lie  at  first 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  the  present  home- 
stead, which  is  situated  one  mile  north  and  one 
mile  west  of  Oelwein  on  section  17,  .lefferson  Town- 
ship. Tiiat  thriving  young  city  was  not  established 
until  flfteen  years  later  and  its  site  was  then  cov- 
ered with  wild  prairie  grass,  a  home  for  deer, 
wolves  and  wild  fowl.  Mr.  Hanson  improved 
his  land  and  increased  his  acreage  by  subse- 
quent purchases  until  he  novv  has  six  hundred  and 
thirty- five  acres  of  valuable  farming  land.  His 
residence  is  situated  in  an  attractive  and  beautiful 
spot  and  his  home  is  supplied  with  all  the  comforts 
which  are  suggested  by  the  earnest  wish  of  the 
father  to  enhance  the  happiness  of  his  family. 
When  Mr.  Hanson  arrived  with  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren in  Jefferson  Township  he  w.-is  a  poor  man,  and 
after  securing  his  land  found  himself  without  means 
to  purchase  a  team  with  which  to  improve  it.  He 
hired  ten  acres  broken  the  first  season,  for  which  he 
[laid  partly  in  cash  and  partly  in  work.  The  fol- 
lowing s|)riiig  l)y  borrowing  some  raonej'  he  was 
enabled  to  buy  ayoke  of  two-year- old  steers.  His 
unly  vehicle  was  a  home  made  sled.  With  this 
insufticient  and  crude  outfit  he  made  his  way  as  best 
hecould  during  the  year  1858,  after  which  time  his 
circumstances  rapidly  improved. 

Mrs.  Hanson,  who  was  a  most  exemplary  wife 
and  mother,  lived  to  sec  h.er  children  grown  to  be 
men  and  women  and  useful  and  respected  members 
of  society.  Her  death  occurred  February  G,  1884, 
in  tlie  sixty-first  year  of  her  age.  Mr.  Hanson  was 
Mgain  married  November  12,  1885,  in  this  county, 
leading  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Eliza  Mary 
Hanson,  who  was  born  in  Racine  C'ounty,  Wis., 
May  4,  1850,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Hiram  and 
Kliza  Hanson.  Her  father  was  born  in  England 
and  was  a  cousin  of  her  husband.  One  child  graces 
their  union,  a  son,  George  Leslie,  born  on  the  18th 
of  November,  1  886. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hanson  attend  the  Bajitist  Church. 
He  is  a  Kejiublican  in  ])olitics  and  has  acceptably 
served  as  Trustee  of  Jefferson  Township  for  eight 
years.      In  the  autumn  of   1871  he  went  to  Europe 


and  visited  his  native  town,  returning  to  Iowa  in 
the  following  spring.  On  his  way  out  it  hap|)eiicd 
that  he  witnessed  the  great  Chicago  fire  of  that 
year.  Mr.  Hanson  has  invested  considerable  capi- 
tal in  the  citj'  of  Oelwein,  having  confidence  in  the 
future  prospects  of  that  thriving  railroad  center. 
He  is  the  owner  of  one-third  interest  in  the  Union 
Block  and  in  the  new  building  in  its  rear.  He  also 
owns  the  harness-shop  and  lot  on  the  same  side  of 
the  street  to  the  e.astward,  and  a  house  and  lot  in 
Paign's  Second  Addition  to  Oelwein.  Although 
beginning  his  career  in  this  township  in  such  lim- 
ited circumstances,  he  has  long  been  known  as  one 
of  the  substantial  and  prosperous  farmers  and  busi- 
ness men  of  Fayette  County.  His  life  has  been 
one  of  industry  and  frugality  and  has  been  shaped 
by  sagacious  management  and  strict  integrity.  At 
this  writing  he  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  robust  health, 
and  exhibits  that  cnteri)rise  and  public  spirit  that 
has  for  years  characterized  his  course  in  life. 


^^1^^  AUL  A.  NANDELL,  senior  member  ot  the 
1)  hardware  firm  of  Nandell  &  Nj'e,  is  one  of 
the  representative  business  men  of  West 
_  Union.  The  establishment  of  which  he  is 
partial  proprietor  is  one  of  the  leading  houses  in 
that  line  in  the  county,  and  since  its  formation  in 
1880,  the  business  has  been  carried  on  without 
change  of  proprietorship.  A  full  line  of  general 
hardware,  stoves  and  tinware  at  moderate  prices 
invite  trade  and  they  are  doing  a  good  business. 
The  history  of  the  senior  partner  is  as  follows:  He 
was  born  in  Berlin,  Prussia,  November  25,  1844, 
and  is  a  son  of  Charles  and  Augusta  (Zimdar)  Nan- 
dell, who  were  also  natives  of  Berlin. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  school  in  his 
native  city  until  ten  years  of  age  and  in  1854  emi- 
grated with  his  parents  and  grandfather  to  Amer- 
ica. The  family  spent  a  few  months  in  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  where  the  grandfather  died.  Shortly  after- 
wards they  continued  their  journey  to  lovva  and 
settled  in  Muscatine,  but  a  short  time  subsequent 
removed  to  Comanche.  In  1858,  they  left  the 
State  going  to  Kansas  ('ity.  Mo  ,  but  in    1805   ihey 
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returned  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Anamosa,  wliere  Paul 
A.  was  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  also  married 
in  that  city  Octolier  G,  18Cti,  liis  union  being  with 
Miss  Ellen  .1.  Kclley,  (laughter  of  Samuel  Kelley, 
and  a  native  of  N'iola,  Jones  County,  Iowa.  They 
a;e  parents  of  three  children,  one  son  and  two 
(laughters — .Jennie,  now  fourteen  j'ears  of  age; 
Fiankie,  aged  twelve;  and  Ray,  six  years  old. 

!\Ir.  Xandell  continued  to  engage  in  agricultural 
pursuits  until  1872,  when  lie  removed  to  Monticello, 
where  he  embarked  in  the  hardware  business,  con- 
tinuing oijerations  at  that  place  until  1880,  when  he 
came  to  West  Union  and  formed  the  existing  part- 
nership with  Joseph  E.  Nye.  In  p(jlitics,  he  is  a 
Repul)lican,  having  supported  that  party  since 
attaining  his  majority.  While  a  minor,  he  enlisted 
in  a  Missouri  regiment  but  his  mother  protested 
against  her  bo3'  going  to  the  war  and  he  was  re- 
leased. In  the  spring  of  18G5,  he  drove  a  Govern- 
ment team  from  Kansas  City  to  New  Jlexico  and 
remained  from  home  on  that  expedilion  eight 
months,  during  which  time  the  party  experienced 
some  trouble  with  the  Indians,  who  were  quite  hos- 
tile. His  experience  and  knowledge  of  the  world, 
supplementing  his  scholastic  training  have  made 
liira  a  well-inrormed  man  and  he  is  accounted  one 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  West  Union.  He  takes 
considerable  interest  in  civic  societies,  holds  mem- 
bership in  West  Union  Lodge,  No.  6'.),  A.  F.  &.  A.  M,, 
Clermont  Clia|)ter,  No.  02,  R.  A.  M.  and  Langridgc 
Commandery,  No.  47,  K.  T.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  West  Union  Lodge.  No.  24,  K.  of  P. 


HANCEY  J.  BRIGGS,  a  well  known  citi- 
zen and  farmer  of  .Scott  Township,  residing; 
^  on  section  17,  was  born  on  November  2G, 
il839,  in  Luzerne  County,  Pa.  His  great-grandpar- 
entsi  Anthony  Briggsand  wife, were  natives  of  New 
Hampshire.  Her  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Case. 
They  removed  to  tjuakcrsville,  N.  Y.,  thence  to 
Dutchess  Count}',  in  the  same  State  where  they  both 
died.     In  religion  they  were  (Quakers. 

The    grandfather  of   our  subject,  I'eleg   Briggs. 
was  born,  reared  and  nuirrifd  in  Dutchess  C(uint\-, 


and  in  1814  removed  to  Pennsylvania,  locating 
near  Scranton,  Luzerne  Count}-.  The  country  was 
then  wild  and  unimproved,  being  just  opened  up 
to  civilization.  Mr.  Briggs  secured  land  and 
develoi)ed  a  fine  farm  of  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
one  acres,  upon  which  he  made  his  home  until 
1855,  when  he  sobl  out  to  a  mining  company  and 
removed  to  Wisconsin.  He  located  in  Fond  du 
Lac  County  where  he  made  his  home  with  his  chil- 
dren until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  18C5.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Hannah  lialdwin, 
(lied  about  1860,  aiul  they  were  laid  to  rest  side  by 
side  in  the  Empire  Cemetery  of  Fond  du  Lac 
County.  Their  family  numbered  the  following: 
Jeremiah,  father  of  our  subject;  Mariette  who  died 
in  Pennsylv.ania;  Orpha  is  living  in  Pennsylvania; 
and  Monmoulh  who  makes  his  home  in  Fond  du 
Lac  County.  Mr.  Briggs  was  a  plain,  unpretentious 
man,  industrious  and  thrifty  and  an  upright  citizen. 
In  [Hilitics  he  sui)|iorted  the  Whig  pa\-t3\ 

Jeremiah  Briggs  wiis  also  a  native  of  Dutchess 
Count}',  N.  Y..  born  November  27,  1812,  and  when 
a  babe  of  two  years  was  taken  by  his  parents  to 
Pennsylvania,  where  his  boyhood  days  were  spent 
amid  the  wild  scenes  of  frontier  life.  The  hard- 
ships and  tri;ils  of  the  pioneer  came  also  to  this 
family  and  they  shared  in  its  difflculties  and  incon- 
veniences. The  only  meat  which  could  be  obtained 
was  wild  ganK'  and  wild  animals  were  often  seen. 
At  times  the  wolves  would  be  heard  howling  under 
the  very  windows  of  the  cabin  and  other  experi- 
ences of  pioneer  life  were  no  more  pleasing.  Edu- 
cational advantages  were  necessarily  very  limited 
but  Mr.  Briggs  made  the  most  of  the  opportunities 
he  had  and  by  self  help  and  study  became  a  well 
informed  man.  In  Luzerne  County  he  married 
Miss  Rosalinda  Stanton  in  18.35  and  unto  them 
were  born  nine  children:  Charles  who  died  in 
Nebraska;  Chancey  of  this  sketch;  Emory  seived 
in  a  Pennsylvania  regiment  during  the  late  war  and 
is  now  living  in  Cummings  County,  Neb.;  Hannah 
is  keeping  house  for  her  father;  Jay  Duel,  a  resi- 
dent of  Randol|)h,  Neb. ;  Alva,  of  Slioboygan,  Wis.; 
Jereiniah  o|)erates  his  father's  f;uin  in  Fond  du  Lac 
County;  Mariet  Titus  of  Santa  Paula,  Cal.;  and 
James  S.  of  tJranite  Falls.  Minn.  In  1854.  the  fa- 
ther of  this  family  started  on  a  western  trip  but  in 
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Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  he  was  overtaken  by  a  messenger 
who  brought  him  the  iiitclligt-ncc  of  his  wife's 
death.  He  afterward  again  marriid,  liis  second 
union  being  with  Miss  llaniet  N.  Stanton,  a  sister 
of  his  first  wife  and  tliey  liad  two  children,  botli 
born  in  Wisconsin;  Rosalinda,  now  of  Randolph, 
Neb.;  and  Alice  RI.,  who  for  some  years  has  been  a 
successful  teacher  in  tlie  public  schools  of  Oakficld, 
Wis. 

The  year  1856  witnessed  the  arrival  of  Mr. 
Briggs  and  his  family  in  W^isconsin,  tlie}'  locating 
in  Eden  Township,  Fond  du  Lac  Count}-,  where  lie 
engaged  in  farming  until  1878,  when  he  sold  out 
and  i)urcliased  a  farm  near  the  village  of  OakReld, 
where  he  makes  his  home.  lie  is  now  living  a 
retired  life  and  has  reached  the  ripe  old  age  of 
seventy -eight  j-ears.  He  is  a  noble  specimen  of 
the  type  of  sturdy  pioneers  who  made  Wisconsin 
what  it  is  to-day.  A  man  of  strong  convictions, 
he  was  in  early  life  a  zealous  Abolitionist  and  when 
the  Republican  party  was  formed  to  prevent  the 
further  extension  of  slavery  he  joined  its  ranks  and 
still  remains  strongly  attached  to  it.  The  coidi- 
dence  of  the  community  is  given  him  as  a  testi- 
monial of  tiieir  high  regard  which  he  has  won  by 
an  upright  life. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  him 
whose  name  heads  this  sketcli.  It  will  be  seen  that 
he  is  descended  from  a  respected  family  of  Colonial 
days.  Upon  the  old  homestead  in  Pennsylvania 
he  remained  until  sixteen  years  of  age  and  in  the 
meantime  gained  considerable  knowledge  of  the 
common  English  branches  of  learning,  which  lie 
sui)plemented  by  further  study  in  the  |)ioiieer  lug 
schoolhouse  of  Wisconsin  after  the  emigration  of 
the  family  to  that  State.  There  he  became  familiar 
with  frontier  life.  He  was  inured  to  the  arduous 
task  of  developing  a  new  farm  and  also  shared  in 
the  excitement  and  pleasures  of  frontier  living.  On 
three  different  occasions,  while  standing  in  his 
father's  door  he  saw  as  many  as  fourteen  deer  pass. 
He  and  his  brothers  got  not  a  little  amusement  out 
of  the  bows  and  arrows  which  they  obtained  from 
the  Indians  in  exchange  for  turnips,  of  which 
vegetable  the  red  men  are  very  fond.  He  worked 
upon  his  father's  farm  until  his  marriage  on  August 
17,  1862,  when  he  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss 


Mary  Ei  Walters,  daughter  of  Aaron  Walters,  a 
prominent  pioneer  whose  sketch  we  give  below. 
The  lady  was  l;orn  in  Plattsburg,  N.  Y.,  and  became 
a  resident  of  Wisconsin  at  the  age  of  seven  years. 
After  their  marriage  they  settled  upon  a  farm  in 
Eden  Township,  Fond  du  Lac  C'ount}',  adjoining 
the  Walters  homestead  and  there  resided  until  1869 
wiien  they  came  to  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  Mr. 
Briggs  traveling  by  team  and  his  wife  and  little 
son  by  rail.  They  reached^their  destination  on  the 
21st  of  November,  and  spent  the  winter  with  his 
brother  on  the  Lockvvood  place  in  Jefferson  Town- 
ship. The  following  year  he  rented  O.  J.  Lincoln's 
farm  tint  a  drought  caused  the  failure  of  the  crops 
and  he  had  nothing  lemaining  but  a  team.  He  took 
his  farail}'  to  Clermont  in  his  wagon  and  there  lived 
for  two  months,  hauling  tlour  to  Postville  for  Gov. 
William  Larrabee.  He  then  went  to  work  for  John 
Thompson,  a  miller  on  Turkey  River,  hauling  flour 
to  McGregor  and  Clayton.  He  was  doing  quite 
well  in  tliat  line  but  the  ague  fastened  itself  upon 
him,  thus  adding  ahother  misfortune  to  his  hard 
luck.  For  three  years  he  then  rented  land  in 
Jefferson  Township  and  prosperity  was  more  leni- 
ent with  him  for  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  had 
accumulated  sufficient  cai)ital  to  purchase  eighty 
acres  of  wild  land.  Not  a  furrow  had  been  turned 
but  with  characteristic  energy  he  began  its  develop- 
ment and  now  has  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  which  is  yielding  him  a  good  income.  He 
has  met  with  man}'  obstacles  but  with  a  determined 
will  he  [iressed  forward  and  is  now  ranked  among 
the  substantial  citizens  of  the  cominnnity.  He 
was  one  of  the  organizers  and  is  a  stockholder  in 
the  Stanley  Creamery  Association,  which  owes 
much  of  its  success  to  his  untiring  efforts. 

Notwithstanding  the  stanch  Republican  views  of 
his  father,  Mr.  Briggs  cast  his  fiist  Presidential 
vote  for  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  and  has  since  been  a 
stalwart  Democrat.  He  is  influential  in  the  coun- 
sels of  his  party  but  has  never  sought  official  honor; 
however  he  has  served  in  minor  positions  and  has 
been  Township  Trustee  for  fifteen  years  with  only 
one  interruption.  I'ublic  spirited  and  progressive, 
he  is  a  worthy  citizen,  jovial  in  disposition  and 
genial  in  manner,  he  has  won  many  friends  who 
.  delight  to  gather  at  the  home  made  pleasant   anc^ 
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cheerful  by  tlie  presence  of   his  estimable  and  hos- 
pitable wife.      At  their  firc-sido.  their  son  Fred  .and 
his  "ife  also  find  a  i)lace.   He  was  born  in  Fond  du    j 
Lac    Count}'  in    18G;5,  and   on    Christinas    Day  of   \ 
1889  married  Miss  Anna  May,  daughter  of    .1.    H. 
and  Eveline  (Noviss)   Lincoln.     She  was  born  in 
fCaton,    Mich.,    and    in    1884  came    to   this   State,    i 
Fred  Brijzgs  is  a  bright   promising  young  farmer 
who  displays  excellent  business  ability  in  the  man- 
agemenland  care  of  the  farm. 

It  is  eminently  proper  that  we  append  to  this 
sketch  a  record  of  the  life  of  A.  \Vallers,  father  of 
Mrs.  Briggs.  That  worthy  gentleman  was  born  in 
Plattsburg,  N.  Y.,  August  7,  180!),  and  tliere 
re(.'eived  a  fair  education,  also  serving  a  full  a|ipren- 
ticeshii)  to  the  blacksmith's  trade.  Soon  after  he 
was  appointed  United  States  Collector  of  Customs 
at  Rouse's  Point,  N.  Y.,  by  President  James  K. 
Polk,  which  important  oftice  he  held  for  four  jears. 
Afterward  locating  in  liuffalo,  N.  Y.,  he  became 
proprietor  of  an  extensive  blacksmith  and  car- 
riage shop  whicli  furnished  employment  to  man\' 
men.  With  the  spring  of  184G.  he  emigrated  wcst- 
war<l,  locating  in  Fond  du  I>ac  County,  Wis., 
where  he  pre-cmiited  land  in  Eden  Tovvnsliip.  He 
then  returned  to  the  East  but  l)ecame  a  permanent 
resident  of  Eden  in  1848,  and  until  his  death 
resided  upon  that  farm.  For  some  years  lie  did 
blacksmithing  in  connection  with  agricultural  pur- 
suits and  had  a  nourishing  trade.  It  took  only  a 
short  tiine  to  convince  his  fellow-townsmen  that  he 
was  a  man  of  sterling  worth  and  superior  qualilica- 
ions,  and  he  was  chosen  to  hold  several  important 
offices  of  trust.  For  eighteen  years  he  served  as 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Eden 
Township;  was  Superintendent  of  the  County  Poor 
Farm  for  twelve  years.  Commissioner  for  six  years, 
re[)resented  his  district  in  the  State  Legislature  in 
1857,  and  in  1872  again  filled  the  same  office.  He 
was  one  of  the  United  States  Commissioners  to 
award  damages  connected  with  the  late  Winnebago 
overllow.  Alwajs  in  the  front  of  every  i>ublicen- 
terjirise  he  was  honored  liy  his  fellow-citizens  whose 
confidence  and  respect  he  had  to  an  unlimited 
liegree.  His  kind  heart  and  generous  disposition 
prompted  him  to  work  for  charity  and  benevolence 
and  the  needy  found  in  him  a  warm  friend.     In  his 


earlier  years  he  was  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  ami  lie  attended 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  giving  liberally 
for  the  support  of  the  Gospel. 

Mr.  Walters  was  thrice  married.  His  first  wife 
was  Orpha  Griswold  of  Plattsburg,  N.  Y.,  who 
died  in  Rouse's  Point.  On  the  2(;ihof  April,  1840, 
at  Plattsburg,  lie  wecUled  Ri>sanna  Aveiill.  His 
third  wife,  tlie  motherof  Mrs.  Briggs.  was  the  widow 
of  Chester  Norman  of  Waukesha,  Wis.  She  was 
born  in  Bennington,  \  t.,  became  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Walters  in  18.59,  and  died  December  28,  1889,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-three  years.  Mr.  Wallers  died 
the  day  previous  and  they  were  buried  in  the  same 
grave.  He  left  these  children  to  mourn  his  loss: 
Roswell  W.,  and  M.try  E.,  wife  of  C.  .1.  Briggs. 


E.1*^^ 


"jf?  ERNARD  WALKER,  who  resides  on  sec- 
I  ^  tion  17,  Smithfield  Township,  is  the  owner 
;'^ — ^^■;  of  a  fine  farm  of  four  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  coin|)osed  of  highly  cultivated  fields  and  e.x- 
cellent  pastures  and  improved  with  good  barns, 
outbuildings,  fences  and  everything  necessary  to  a 
model  farm  of  the  nineteenth  century.  One  glance 
at  his  home  and  its  surroundings  indicates  the  thrift 
and  enterprise  of  the  owner  who  is  known  tlirnugh- 
out  the  county  as  one  of  the  energetic  and  success- 
ful agriculluralists  of  Nortlie.astein  Iowa.  He  was 
born  in  the  district  of  New  Castle,  County  Barren, 
Canada  West,  November  4,  1827,  and  the  family  is 
of  Scotch  extraction.  His  grandfather,  Asa  Walker, 
lived  and  died  in  New  Hampshire.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen  he  entered  the  Colonial  army,  and  served 
throughout  the  entire  war,  after  which  he  returned 
to  his  home  and  farm.  Jolin  Walker,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  also  born  in  the  Granite  State, 
where  he  spent  his  early  boyhood,  but  when  a  lad 
of  sixteen  years  he  went  to  Canada,  where  he  had 
relatives  living.  There  he  met  and  married  .^Hss 
Polly  Stanton,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  from 
which  State  her  parents  had  emigrated  to  Canada, 
where  she  grew  to  womanhood.  The  country  was 
new  and  the  3'oung  coiijile  settled  on  a  tract  of  wild 
land,   which  in  the  course   of  time    through   their 
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united  efforts  was  transformed  into  a  comfonable 
home.  In  181-2  tliey  removed  with  their  family  to 
Illinois,  settling  on  a  farm  in  Kane  Connty,  where 
the  parents  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Mr. 
Walker  passed  away  in  March,  1872,  and  his  wife 
was  called  to  iier  linal  rest  in  April,  1881.  They 
lived  quiet  and  unassumino-  lives,  content  to  failh- 
fnlly  perform  the  <luiies  which  came  to  them  and 
the  high  regard  which  they  received  was  well  mer- 
ited. Mr.  Walker  never  aspired  to  public  honors 
but  gave  his  entire  attention  to  the  management  of 
his  farming  interests.  In  early  life  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  in  [jolitics  was 
of  the  Democratic  faith.  Unto  him  and  his  worthy 
wife  were  born  eight  children,  of  whom  mention 
is  here  made:  Eldridge,  decreased ;  Sarah  liakhvin 
resides  in  Illinois;  Nelson  makes  his  home  in  De 
Kalb  County;  (ieorge  came  to  this  county  and 
died  in  Smithfield  Township;  Lernard  is  the  next 
younger;  Mrs.  Mary  Walk  is  living  in  Texas; 
Elizabeth  resides  in  Kane  County,  111.,  and  Hiram 
is  located  in  Clay  County,  Iowa. 

Upon  his  father's  farm  in  Canada  our  subject 
spent  the  first  fifteen  years  of  his  life.  His  oppor- 
tunities for  education  were  limited,  so  far  as  school 
privileges  were  concerned.  His  summers  were  oc- 
cupied in  the  labors  of  the  farm  and  his  attendance 
in  winter  was  often  interrupted,  l)nt  he  was  early 
inured  to  hard  labor  and  thereby  develo|)ed  an 
energy  and  self-reliance  which  probably  have 
proved  of  more  practical  benefit  to  him  than  a 
course  of  training  in  the  common  schools  of  that 
day.  Removing  with  his  parents  to  Illinois,  among 
the  wild  scenes  of  pioneer  life  he  was  reared  to 
manhood  and  his  labors  went  for  the  su|)port  of 
the  family  until  his  twenty-third  year  when  he 
began  life  for  himself.  He  si)ent  the  two  succeed- 
ing years  in  the  Wisconsin  pineries  and  in  1855 
came  to  this  county  where  he  entered  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  land  on  sections  8  and 
17,  Sm'thfield  Township,  the  purchase  price  being 
seventy-five  cents  per  acre.  It  was  entirely  desti- 
tute of  improvements  as  was  the  country  for  miles 
round  about  him.  One  might  ride  long  distances 
across  the  prairie  with  no  fence  or  house  to  impede 
his  progress.  The  land  was  still  uncultivated,  set- 
tlements were  few   and   the  work  of  progress  and 


civilization  seemed  scarcely  begun.  Mr.  Walker 
cheerful!}'  bore  his  share  in  the  development  and 
upbuilding  of  the  county,  and  as  the  result  of  his 
labors  in  his  own  behalf  he  now  has  one  of  the 
finest  farms  in  the  community.  His  residence  is 
commodious  and  comfortable,  tastefully  furnished 
and  has  every  convenience  and  equipment  upon 
the  farm  necessary  for  an  extensive  business  in 
stock  laising. 

In  1870  Mr.  Walker  married  Miss  Lury  A.  Pot- 
ter, a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  from  which  State 
her  parents  removed  to  New  York  when  she  was 
four  years  old.  In  1864  the  family  emigrated  to 
Iowa  and  two  years  later  came  to  this  county, 
locating  in  Smithfield  Township.  Their  union  has 
been  blessed  with  three  children  yet  living  and 
they  lost  their  only  daughter,  Samantha,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  three  years.  John  Harvey,  George 
Lewis  and  James  Nelson  are  still  with  their  parents. 
Mr.  Walker  cares  nothing  for  [lublic  office,  content 
to  devote  his  time  and  ntlention  to  his  business  in- 
terests and  his  farm  gives  evidence  of  constant  and 
competent  care  and  management.  He  has  usually 
supported  the  Democratic  party  at  the  polls  but 
does  not  surrender  his  judgment  on  political  ques- 
tions to  any  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers 
Mutual  Insurance  Association  of  Fayette  County. 
Positive  in  his  convictions,  free  and  outspoken  in 
manner  Mr.  Walker  commands  the  respect  of  all 
who  know  him.  As  a  business  man  he  is  careful 
and  active,  full  of  life  and  energy  and  by  hard 
work,  good  management  and  perseverance;  has 
placed  himself  in  the  front  rank  of  Fayette  County's 
most  successful  and  substantial  farmers. 

-.  : s^^J#^C^:       :    „ 

ELBERT  AUGUSTIS  AINSWORTH,M.  D., 
a  practicing  physician  of  West  Union,  was 
'  born  in  Brookfleld,  Madison  County,  N.  Y., 

July  19,  1849,  and  is  a  son  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Soran- 
nus  Corbin  and  Caroline  M.  (Hawkins)  Ainsworth. 
He  was  a  Baptist  minister,  was  born  in  Cazenovia, 
Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  22d  of  January, 
1814.  and  died  Februpry  8,  1888.  The  Doctor's 
mother  was  born  in  Meviden  County.  Conn.,  on  the 
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r2lli  of  Mareli,  ISl  1.  imd  her  death  occurred  Octo- 
lierQ,  1885.  liolli  spent  iheir  last  da3's  in  the  Km- 
pirc  Slate. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  liberal  edu- 
cational advantages  in  his  youth,  attended  the 
Cortland  Normal  School,  Horaer  Academy  and 
Syracuse  University  from  which  institution  he  was 
graduated,  after  which  he  took  a  course  in  tlie  medi- 
cal de()artment  in  the  same  university,  whicli  was 
formerly  tlic  old  Geneva  Medical  College,  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1874,  and  at  once  began  practice  in  Cazeno- 
via.  Soon  after  he  made  choice  of  a  companion  on 
life's  journey,  leading  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss 
Ella  M.  Stanton,  their  union  being  celebrated  in 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  on  the  Gth  of  April,  1876.  She 
was  born,  reared  and  educated  in  Syracuse,  her 
father.  Sidney  Stanton,  being  also  a  native  of  Syra- 
cuse, where  he  was  extensively  engaged  in  the 
marble  business  for  many  3-ears.  The  Doctor  anil 
his  wife  have  become  parents  of  two  children,  a  son 
and  daughter:  Slilney  C,  born  in  Syracuse,  Jan- 
uary 6,  1877,  and  Fannie  Louise,  born  on  the  28tli 
of  March,  1879,  in  Cazenovia,  N.  Y. 

The  Doctor  continued  to  practice  his  chosen  pro- 
fession in  Cazenovia  until  June  1,  1882.  when  <in 
account  of  ill  health  he  severed  his  business  rela- 
tions in  the  East,  and  removed  to  Iowa,  l.Mking  up 
his  residence  in  West  Union,  where  on  .luuc  11, 
1882,  he  formed  a  co-partnership  with  Dr.  S.  E. 
Robinson,  which  continueil  until  Janu.Try  1884, 
where  he  has  been  in  practice  continuously  since. 
He  is  a  member  of  West  Union  Lodge,  No.  124, 
K.  of  P.,  in  which  he  held  the  ollice  of  Chancellor 
several  terms,  and  of  which  he  was  the  first  Past 
Chancellor.  In  politics  the  Doctor  is  a  supporter 
of  the  Republican  principles,  and  liis  wife  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Episcopal  Church.  They  are  widely 
known  in  this  community,  and  have  many  warm 
friends  in  its  best  social  circles. 

The  Ainsworth  famil3'  of  which  our  subject  is  a 
member,  was  founded  in  Amciicain  early  Colonial 
times  by  three  brothers  of  English  birth,  who 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  this  country'.  The  biotlier 
who  settled  in  Connecticut,  is  the  ancestor  from 
whom  the  Ainsworlhs  of  Madison  County,  N.  Y. 
are  descended.  The  paternal  great-grandfather  of 
our  subject  was  a  soldier  of  the  War  of  the  Revo- 


lution, and  died  a  prisoner  on  board  an  English 
man  of-war.  His  son  Abiel  Ainsworth,  the  grand- 
father of  tlie  Doctor,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  and 
removed  with  his  parents  in  his  youth  to  New 
Woodstock,  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  mar- 
ried Artemissa  Stowell,  and  reared  a  family,  from 
whom  the  New  York  Ainsworlhs  and  their  descen- 
dants trace  their  genealog3'.  The  motlier  of  the  Doc- 
tor was  of  English  and  .Scotch  descent.  Her  father 
was  born  in  Connecticut,  of  English  ancestry,  there 
married  a  lady  of  Scotch  descent,  and  removed  to 
Greenwich  Station.  Ohio,  in  early  life. 

The  Doctor  is  well  up  in  his  profession,  and 
though  he  has  not  engaged  in  practice  in  this 
county  as  long  as  many  of  his  competitors,  he  has 
succeeded  in  building  up  a  very  satisfactory  prac- 
tice among  the  liest  people  of  the  communit3',  and 
richly  deserves  their  liberal  patronage. 


USTIN    A.    KNIGHT,    a    retired    farmer 
residing  in  Fa3ette,  is  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania.      He    was    born     in    Suscjuelmnna 
(Q^  Comity,  tliat  State,  on  Sept('mber  19,  1819, 

and  is  a  son  of  Amassa  and  Lavina  (Aldredge) 
Knight,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  A'ermont, 
where  they  were  married  and  resided  until  after  tlie 
birth  of  three  of  their  cliildren,  when  tliey  removed 
to  Susquehanna  County,  Pa.  That  county  was  then 
a  wilderness.  Mr.  Knight  clearerl  one  bundled 
acres  of  land  whicli  amount  was  then  considered  :i 
large  farm  and  in  184C  came  to  Illinois,  locating  in 
La  Salle  County.  He  died  of  cholera  some  three 
years  kater  and  his  widow  survived  him  about  four 
years,  when  she  died  of  smallpox.  He  was  a 
Methodist  in  religious  faith  and  a  most  excellent 
man  whose  upright  course  in  life  won  him  the  con- 
fidence and  respect  of  all.  In  his  earlier  years  he 
was  a  Democrat,  but  from  the  election  of  William 
Henry  Harrison  to  the  time  of  his  death  he  suj)- 
ported  the  Whig  parly.  In  their  famil3-  were  ten 
children,  of  whom  four  are  now  living  and  fiur 
subject  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth. 

Austin  A.  Knight  was  the  mainstay  of  the  family 
and  early  learned  to  swing  the  ax   and    flail.     His 
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educational  advantages  were  indeerl  meager.  He 
had  but  little  opportunity  to  attend  school,  and 
when  he  fiid  obtain  the  chance  had  to  v/alk  three  or 
four  miles  to  and  from  it.  Like  a  dutiful  son, 
he  remaineil  at  home,  assisting  his  father  in  the 
labors  of  the  farm  until  he  had  attained  his  major- 
it/.  On  December  21,  1840,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Cynthia  M.  llolibs,  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  V.  and  Dorcas  (Edwards)  Uobbs,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Vermont.  Her  maternal 
grandfather,  .Tonatlian  ?>divards,  married  Miss  Dor- 
cas Wins!c)w  a  native  of  ^'ermont.  He  was  a  Kevo- 
lutionary  soldier,  was  (^apturcd  by  the  British  and 
kept  in  prison  for  six  months  in  Pliila<lelphia,  sleep- 
ing on  stones  until  his  tlesh  became  callc)used. 
Afterward  the  (rovernment  granted  him  a  pension 
for  his  faithfulness  in  service.  Nathaniel  Edwards 
and  wife,  the  [larents  of  Mrs.  Knight,  were  married 
in  Pennsylvania  and  there  resided  until  called  to 
their  final  home.  He  was  a  cari>enter  :ind  mill- 
wright, a  natural  mechanic  and  later  ran  a  grist- 
mill.     In  [lolitical  sentimenl  he  was  a  Whig. 

Mrs.  Knight,  who  was  born  June  25,  182.'3,  is  one 
of  ten  children  of  whom  four  are  now  living.  She 
resided  in  Pennsylvania  until  1816,  and  with  her 
husband  emigrated  to  Illinois.  In  18,52  he  removed 
to  Oshkosli,  Wis.,  and  engaged  at  work  in  a  .saw- 
mill as  head  sawyer  until  at  length,  in  company 
with  a  partner,  he  embarked  in  business  in  that 
'line  for  himself.  In  1867  he  came  to  this  county 
and  purchased  lan<l  iu  Smithfield  Township.  He 
owns  two  hundred  and  one  acres  of  which  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-one  are  arable  and  well  furnished 
with  buildings.  In  1886,  he  removed  with  his 
family  to  Fayette  where  he  now  makes  his  home. 
He  is  a  valued  citizen,  worthy  and  enterprising, 
and  is  well  known  throughout  the  comm unit}'.  He 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  William  Henry 
Harrison  and  supported  the  Whig  party  until  the 
rise  of  the  Republican  party,  since  which  time  he 
lias  been  one  of  its  advocates. 

I^nto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knight  have  been  born  ten 
children:  James  M.,  who  served  in  the  Forty- 
Si.xth  Wisconsin  Infantry  for  about  twelve  months 
and  died  in  his  forty-third  year;  Alba,  a  resident 
farmer  of  Center  Township;  Araarilla  E.,  wife  of 
John  Nicolai  who  makes  his  home  in   JHlwaukee; 


Clarence  J.,  a  resident  farmer  of  Smithfield  Town- 
ship; Lioniol  L.,  a  carpenter  and  joiner  of  Rock 
Rapids,  Iowa;  Eugene  who  is  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber business  iu  California;  Ada,  wife  of  J.  H.  Hob- 
son  who  makes  his  home  in  South  Dakota;  Austin 
A.  who  is  engaged  in  business  in  Manchester,  Iowa; 
Mary,  wife  of  Frank  J.  Mecde,  a  resident  of  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah;  and  Emma  at  home.  Mr.  Knight 
and  his  wife  are  Spiritualists  in  faith.  Social  and 
cordial  in  manner  they  are  highly  esteemed  as 
neighbors  and  friends  and  their  home  is  the  abode 
of  hospitality. 


*)YSON  RUSSELL  STAM,  merchant  of  West 
Union  a  ilealer  in  dry  goods,  notions  and 
clothing,  established  business  here  in  1881 
and  does  an  annual  trade  of  ■i!25, 000.  The  house  of 
which  he  is  the  head  is  a  great  credit  to  the  city 
and  the  owner  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  represen- 
tative business  men.  The  history  of  Mr.  Stam  is  as 
follows:  He  was  born  in  .Snyder  County,  Pa.,  July 
27,  1857,  and  is  a  son  of  Dr.  John  William  and 
Nancy  (Zeigler)  Stam,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  German  ancestr}-.  Dr. 
Stam  is  a  prominent  physician  of  that  .State.  The 
mother  died  in  jNIa}',  1873,  but  the  father  still  sur- 
vives and  is  living  in  Millheim,  Pa. 

Tyson  R.  received  the  advantages  of  an  academic 
education  in  his  30uth,  having  been  a  student  in 
Freebnrg  Seminary  at  Freeburg,  Pa.,  while  his  busi- 
ness training  was  acquired  as  clerk  in  a  drj'-goods 
house,  which  position  he  filled  several  years.  He 
was  married  in  Millheim,  October  3,  1880,  to  Miss 
Rosa  E.  Musser,  who  was  born  and  educated  iu 
that  place  and  is  a  daughter  of  D.  A.  and  Lyda 
(Schreffler)  Musser,  who  was  an  extensive  mill 
owner  and  manufacturer,  also  a  dealer  in  lumber 
of  the  Ke}'Stone  State.  Two  children,  daughters, 
have  been  born  of  their  union — Lyda  R.,  born  in 
Millheim,  October  31,  1881,  and  Laura  A.,  born  in 
West  Union  on  the  25th  of  August,  1886. 

The  year  1881  witnessed  the  arrival  of  Mr. 
Stam  and  his  fannly  in  this  place  and  shortly  after- 
ward he  embarked  in  the  business  which  he  has 
now  carried  on  for  nine  consecutive  ^  ears.     He  is 
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an  earnest  Democrat  in  political  sentiment  and  was 
electerl  Mayor  of  West  Tnion  in  the  spring  of  1887. 
His  success  was  a  compliment  to  liis  personal  pop- 
ularity as  the  city  was  strongly  Republican.  He 
is  the  present  Ciiairman  of  the  Fayette  County 
Democratic  Central  Committee  an<l  also  holds  the 
Chairmanship  of  the  Congressional  Central  Com- 
mittee. He  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason,  belonging 
to  West  I'niou  Lodge  No.  G'J,  A.  V.  &  A.  M;  Cler- 
mont Cliapter  No.  G2,  R.  A.  M.,  and  Langridge 
Commandery  No.  47,  K.  T.  Mr.  Stam  is  an  enter- 
prising and  successful  business  man,  active  and 
influential  in  the  councils  of  his  party  and  an  earn- 
est Worker  for  its  success.  He  possesses  superior 
ability  and  has  made  many  warm  friends  by  bis 
consistent  and  manly  course  both  in  business  and 
politics.  His  prominence  at  the  head  of  the  County 
and  Congressional  Central  Democratic  Committees 
is  a  deserved  compliment  which  points  to  some- 
thins:  more  substantial  in  the  course  of  time. 


TEPIH:N  MASTERS,  who  is  engaged  in 
farming  on  section  0,  Smithfield  Township, 
has  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  resided  on 
the  farm  which  is  now  his  home.  He  is 
of  English  birth,  but  his  fellow-townsmen  agree 
in  saying  that  Fayette  County  has  no  better  citi- 
zen. He  was  born  in  Somersetshire,  England,  Janu- 
ary 22,  1820,  and  belonged  to  one  of  the  highly 
respected  families  of  that  shire.  His  grandfather, 
William  jNIasters,  was  born  in  the  same  commu- 
nit}',  and  there  spent  his  entire  life.  He  owned 
an  extensive  farm,  became  quite  wealthy  and  was 
a  prominent  man  in  the  neighborhood.  He  filled 
a  number  of  official  positions  and  was  a  member 
of  the  Church  of  England,  llis  son  William,  the 
fattier  of  our  subject,  was  born  and  reared  on  his 
father's  farm  and  received  the  advantages  of  a 
liberal  education.  He  wedded  Mary  E.ads,  also  of 
Somersetshire,  and  after  her  death  was  a  second 
time  married.  He  too  became  an  influential  citi- 
zen of  the  community  and  was  highly  respected 
by  all  who  knew  him.     His  last  years  were  spent 


upon  the  farm  where  he  first  opened  his  eyes  to 
the  light  of  day,  passing  away  in  1862.  The  chil- 
dren of  his  .Irst  marriage,  five  in  number,  are 
widely  scattered.  Two  reside  in  this  country, 
Stephen  and  William,  the  youngest,  who  is  eng.agcd 
in  farming  in  Smitlifield  Township;  Matilda  and 
Elizabeth,  the  two  daughters,  reside  in  England; 
and  Robert  is  engaged  in  the  hardvvare  business  in 
Australia. 

Under  the  parental  roof  Stephen  Masters  was 
reared  to  manhood  and  early  became  familiar  with 
farm  labor.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  and  conlinued  on  the  old  homestead 
until  1845,  when  he  led  to  the  m.arriage  altar  Miss 

I  Ann  T.aylor,  whose  maidenhood  was  spent  within 
a  mile  and  a  half  of  her  husband's  home.  The 
marriage  ceremony  that  united  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mas- 
ters was  performed  in  St.  John's  Church,  Glaston- 
bury, England,  April  13,  1841.  They  began  their 
domestic  life  in  the  land  of  their  nativity  but  after 
four  years,  bidding  good-by  to  home  and  friends, 
they  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic  to  America,  land- 
ing in  Philadelphia.  They  took  service  upon  a 
farm  iu  Delaware,  where  for  seven  years  Mr.  Mas- 
ters devoted  his  energies  during  the  greater  part 
of  the  time  to  the  dairy  business.  In  1851  we 
finil  them  residing  near  Whitewater,  Wis.,  where 
he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land,  and  after  it  had 
been  improved  and  his  financial  resources  were 
increased, adde.i  to  it  until  within  the  boundaries  of 
his  farm  were  comprised  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres.  At  length  selling  out,  he  came  to  Fayette 
County  in  1804,  and  during  the  past  quarter  of  a 
century  has  resided  at  his  present  home.  He  at 
first  secured  two  hundred  acres,  of  which  but  a 
small    portion    had   been    placed    under  the   plow, 

'  while  a  house  constituted  the  improvements.  Year 
hy  3'ear  saw  the  amount  of  cultivated  land  in- 
creased, until  within  a  comparatively  short  time 
the  entire  farm  was  yielding  him  a  ready  return 
for  his  labors.  The  once  wild  prairie  was  trans- 
formed into  fertile  fields,  every  necessary  improve- 
ment was  added  and  many  of  an  ornamental  char- 
acter enhance  the  value  of  his  place.  The  farm  is 
now  one  hundred  acres  in  extent,  his  gifts  to  his 
sons  having  decreased  his  acreage. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Masters  are  the  (tarents  of  six  chil- 
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dren — Maurice  man-ied  Emily  Smilh  and  is  now 
deceased;  Mar}'  Ann  is  the  wife  of  Horatio  Gray, 
of  Harlan  Township;  Ellen  is  the  wife  of  William 
Si)atcher,  a  carpenter  of  Brush  Creek;  Stei)hen, 
who  operates  a  threshing  machine,  lives  on  part  of 
the  old  home  farm;  Mina  is  the  wife  of  Clinton 
Chase,  of  Harlan  Township;  and  Thomas,  who 
wedded  Miss  Cliarlotte  Pall,  o[ierates  his  father's 
farm.  The  two  oldest  children  were  born  in  Eng- 
land and  the  remaining  four  in  Wisconsin.  The 
parents  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  have  led  consistent  Christian  lives.  He 
gives  liberally  to  the  support  of  the  church,  is 
charitable  and  benevolent,  and  many  acts  of  kind- 
ness, unostentatiously  performed,  iiave  endeared 
him  to  the  hearts  of  fiiends  and  neighbors.  He 
voted  for  Buchanan  after  becoming  an  American 
citizen,  then  supported  the  Republican  party  until 
the  second  election  of  Grant,  since  which  time  he 
has  been  an  advocate  of  Democratic  princi|)Ies. 

McGOWEN,  dealer  in  hardware  and  Im- 
plements, of  Randalia,  has  for  the  past 
Ai  twelve  years  been  a  resident  of  that  place, 
and  since  1855  has  been  a  resiilen*;  of 
Iowa.  He  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  Eranklin  County,  in 
1826.  He  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth  in  a  fam- 
ily of  twelve  children,  whose  parents  are  Robert 
and  Slary  (.Sullivan)  McGowen.  His  father,  a  na- 
tive of  County  Down,  Ireland,  emigrated  to  this 
country  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and  settling  in 
Canada,  there  became  acquainted  with,  and  wedded 
Miss  Sullivan,  who  was  born  in  that  community. 
The  family  lived  for  some  twenty  years  in  Franklin 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  on  emigrating  westward  in 
1852  located  in  Wisconsin,  where  the  same  year  the 
husband  and  father  died,  being  theij  sixt3'-five 
years  of  age.  He  was  a  fanner  by  occupation  and 
followed  that  business  in  pursuit  of  fortune  through- 
out his  entire  life.  He  always  took  an  active  part 
in  political  affairs  in  the  community  where  he  re- 
sided and  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  belonged  to  the  Presbyterian 


Church  and  were  highly  respected  citizens.  All 
of  their  twelve  children  grew  to  7iiature  jears: 
James,  the  eldest,  who  served  in  the  late  war  as  a 
member  of  the  Eleventh  Wisconsin  Infantry'  was 
killed  at  Spanish  P'ort,  Tex.,  in  1865:  our  subject 
is  the  next  younger;  Robert  <lied  in  Little  Rock, 
Ark.,  in  1887;  Agnes  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  years;  John  is  a  farmer  of  Nebraska;  Margaret 
is  the  deceased  wife  of  George  Fleming;  Alexander 
is  a  merchant  of  Independence,  Iowa;  Eliza  is  the 
deceased  wife  of  Dr.  George,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio; 
Catherine  is  the  wife  of  Pvli  Brown,  Postmaster  of 
Jcssup;  William  is  a  merchant  of  Sibley,  Iowa; 
David,  who  served  in  the  late  war  a^  a  member  of 
the  Twent^'-seventh  Iowa  Regiment,  was  killed  by 
the  guerrillas  in  Georgia;  Mary  is  the  deceased  wife 
of  Merrill  Davis,  of  Canton,  Iowa.  The  mother 
of  this  family  died  in  Independence  in  1882. 

Our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  days  in  New 
York,  where  he  received  a  good  education,  his  early 
training  being  supplemented  by  a  three  years' 
course  in  Middlebury  Academy,  Vt.  Being  thus 
fitted  to  battle  with  the  world,  on  attaining  his  ma- 
jority he  began  life  for  himself,  working  on  the 
railroad  in  Wisconsin,  which  pursuit  he  followed 
eight  years  both  as  a  foreman  and  contractor.  In 
1861  he  settled  in  Independence,  Iowa,  where  he 
engaged  in  dealing  in  grain  and  stock,  whereby  he 
supplied  the  wants  of  himself  and  family  until 
1878.  and  also  acquired  a  considerable  competence. 
He  built  two  elevators  in  Inde[)endence,  and  his 
business  prospered.  In  the  year  1878  he  removed 
to  Randalia,  where  he  engaged  in  the  grain  business 
for  six  years,  when  purchasing  a  stock  of  hardware 
and  implements  he  opened  a  store,  and  has  since 
carried  on  operations  in  that  line.  He  is  a  success- 
ful business  man,  enterprising,  far-sighted  and  saga- 
cious, and  is  now  numbered  among  the  prosperous 
citizens  of  Randalia. 

In  1858,  in  Grant  County,  Wis.,  Mr.  McGowen 
was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Mi.ss  Rachel  F.,  daugh- 
ter of  Mathias  and  Nancy  (Bowers)  AUensworlh, 
the  former  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  the  latter  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Both  are  now  deceased.  The  daughter 
was  born  in  Steubenville,  Ohio,  and  their  marriage 
has  been  blessed  with  six  children:  Mary  A.,  who 
died  in  1860;  Eva,  now  Mrs.  H.  A  Giles,  of  Cas- 
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per,  Wyom.;  Gertrude  L.,  wife  of  Chris.  KlemiDL", 
of  Dovvs,  Iowa;  William  R.  is  living  at  home;  also 
Alice  M.  and  Ethel.  Mrs.  McGowen  is  a  member 
of  the  Christian  Church,  and^a  most  estimable  lady. 
In  jiolitics  Mr.  McGowen  is  a  stalwart  Republican, 
iind  lic!d  the  cfflce  of  Township  Trustee  of  Inde- 
l)endence,  and  was  also  a  member  of  the  Cit}'  Coun- 
cil at  that  place.  He  has  here  served  as  Townsliip 
Clerk,  and  for  a  number  of  years  has  filled  the  office 
of  .lustice  of  the  Peace.  He  is  a  worthy  citizen 
who  has  won  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  with 
whom  business  or  pleasure  have  brought  him  in 
contact. 


■^■^^^- 


/^  HARLES  A.  WEED,  a  farmer  and  stocU- 
[li  1^  raiser  residing- on  section  5,  Center  Town- 
^^</  ship,  dates  his  residence  in  this  county  from 
1874,  having  pricn'  to  that  time  resided  in  Green 
County,  Wis.  He  was  born  in  Morgan  County, 
Ohio,  in  1843.  The  Weed  family  is  of  French  de- 
scent and  was  founded  in  America  at  an  early  day. 
His  father,  Dennis  Weed,  was  Iiorn  in  Connecticut 
and  by  profession  was  a  physician  and  surgeon.  He 
wedded  Mrs.  Mary  Kuhn,  who  was  of  German  de- 
scent and  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  Her  father 
enlisted  in  the  Colonial  army  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary War  and  served  until  its  close.  At  an  early 
day  about  the  year  1832,  Dennis  Weed  emigrated 
to  Ohio,  where  for  soine  sixteen  years  he  made  his 
home,  going  to  Illinois  in  1848.  Two  years  later 
he  effected  a  setlleinont  in  Wisconsin,  and  from 
1859  to  1876  resided  in  (irecn  County,  that  State. 
In  the  latter  year  he  came  to  Fiiyelle  County, 
Iowa,  but  after  a  short  time  returned  to  Green 
County,  where  his  death  occurred  in  1877.  He  had 
laid  his  wife  to  rest  in  1870.  The  chiUlren  are 
C.  A.  of  this  sketch  and  Uacliel  E.,  now  Mrs. 
Wheeler  of  Brush  Creek,  Fayette  County. 

Among  the  wild  scenes  of  frontier  life  Charles 
Weed  was  reared  to  manhood  and  in  a  pioneer  log 
schoolhouse  where  little  vvas  taught  except  the 
rudimentary  branches,  he  acquired  his  education. 
He  commenced  farming  for  himself  in  Wisconsin 
but  his  labors  in  that  direction  wyre  interrupted  by 


his  enlistment  for  the  late  war.  In  Green  County 
in  1862,  he  offered  his  services  to  the  Government 
and  was  assigned  to  Company  B,  Thirty-First  Wis- 
consin Infantry.  His  regiment  was  attached  to  the 
Western  army,  serving  thereuntil  1863,  when  it 
was  transferred  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 
With  his  comrades  Mr.  Weed  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Atlanta,  the  siege  of  Savannah  and  was 
with  Sherman  on  the  march  to  the  sea  and  in  the 
Carolina  campaign.  He  received  a  gun-shot 
wound  at  Bentonville,  ^'.  C,  the  last  battle  of  the 
war.  He  then  participated  in  the  Grand  Review  at 
Washington,  D.C.,  in  1865,  the  most  brilliant  mii- 
itar}-  pageant  ever  seen  on  the  face  of  the  globe, 
and  in  Madison,  Wis.,  received  his  discharge. 

Returning  to  Green  County,  Mr.  Wetd  once 
n)ore  took  his  place  behind  the  plow.  In  18G7,  he 
was  there  married,  ilic  lady  of  his  choice  being 
Mi,<s  Catherine  Chilton,  a  native  of  Wisconsin,  and 
a  daughter  of  .loshuaaml  Nancy  (Brazzil)  Chilton, 
the  former  a  native  of  Virginia  and  the  latter  of 
North  Carolina.  They  were  married  in  Tennessee 
and  at  an  early  tlay  removed  to  Illinois  where  they 
resided  uiiUl  1833,  which  year  witnessed  their  ar- 
rival in  Wisc(jnsin.  Mr.  Chilton  served  in  the 
AVar  of  1812,  and  in  1816  visited  Illinois.  He 
made  his  home  in  Wisconsin  for  many  years  and 
died  in  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  in  1880.  The  pre- 
vious year  Ins  wife  was  called  to  her  final  rest.  lie 
was  well  known  in  Green  County,  Wis.,  and  took 
rank  among  its  respected  citizens. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weed  began  their  domestic  life  in 
the  Badger  Stale,  where  he  continued  his  farming 
operations  for  several  years.  Two  children  have 
been  born  unto  them,  daughters,  Permelia  Jane 
and  Mary  A.  As  before  stated.  Mr.  Weed,  accom- 
panied by  his  family  sought  a  home  in  Fayette 
County  in  1874.  For  six  years  he  farmed  in  West 
Union  Township,  and  in  1880  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  raw  land  that  he  has  since  transformed  into 
a  fine  farm,  im|)roving  it  b^-  good  buildings  and 
beautiful  shade  trees  that  add  not  a  little  to  its  ap- 
pearance. A  comparatively' short  time  has  passed 
since  he  became  [owner  of  the  farm  but  in  the 
township  there  is  not  another  eighty-acre  tract  bet- 
ter cultivated.  In  politics  Mr.  Weed  has  never 
taken  an  active  part  but  at  the  polls  supports  the 
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Republican  party.  He  Is  now  serving  as  Township 
Assessor  and  is  Treasurer  of  the  School  Board,  of 
which  he  was  Secrv,tary  for  six  years.  Socially  he 
is  a  member  of  Rnndnlia  Lodge,  No.  177,  I.  O.  O. 
v..  ill  wiiicli  he  served  as  N.  G.,  and  also  belongs 
to  Center  Post,  No.  276, "G.  A.  R.  of  Randalia.  In 
tliat  order  he  lias  filled  a  number  of  ottices,  including 
that  of  Post  Commander.  A  progressive  an<l  pub- 
lic-spirited man,  he  takes  an  interest  ineverylliing 
pertaining  to  the  advancement  of  town  and  county 
antl  is  a  popular  citizen  and  well  liked  by  liis  many 
acquaintances. 

'\f?LYSSES  GRANT  GRUVER,  the  popular 
telegraph  operator  and  station  agent  of 
<ll  jMaynard,  has  the  honor  of  being  a  native- 
born  citizen  of  this  county.  He  first  opened  his 
eyes  to  the  light  of  day  in  West  Union  Townsiiip, 
July  31,  1863,  under  the  roof  of  John  A.  and 
Elizabetli  (  norland )  Oriiver,  iiis  worthy  parents. 
Ills  father  was  born  in  Chambersburg,  Pa.,- Jan- 
uary 4,  1826,  and  his  mother,  who  was  born  April 
12,  1828,  is  a  native  of  Ashland  County,  Ohio. 
Thej'  came  to  Iowa  in  1852,  locating  in  West 
Union,  where  the  father  carried  on  carpentering  and 
building  foi'  several  years  with  good  success.  Later 
he  removed  to  a  farm  in  West  Union  Townsiiip, 
and  in  1872  became  a  resident  of  Elgin,  Iowa, 
where  he  engaged  in  merchandising. 

Seven  years  ago  the  father  of  our  subject  took 
possession  of  the  Commercial  House,  Lutra,  which 
he  conducted  for  about  five  years,  when  he  sold  out 
and  once  more  made  a  home  in  West  Union,  Where 
he  and  his  wife  are  now  living.  The  following  chil- 
dren were  born  unto  them,  five  of  whom  survive: 
\\.  J.,  who  is  now  employed  as  foreman  of  a  section 
on  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Rail- 
way and  resides  in  Elgin,  Iowa,  wedded  Mary 
Ilunsberger,  of  Pleasant  Valley  Township,  by  whom 
he  had  six  children,  five  yet  living;  Albert  died  at 
tiie  age  of  nineteen  years;  Martha,  wife  of  C.  F., 
Biikcman,  died  in  Independence,  Iowa,  at  the  age 
of  thirty-two  3'ears,  leaving  three  children ;  Allen 
J.,  a  section   foreman  on    the    Burlington,    Cedar 


Rapids  &  Northern  Railroad,  makes  his  home  in 
West  Union;  Charles  H.,  is  also  a  section  foreman, 
resides  in  Decorah,  Iowa,  and  has  been  twice  m.ir- 
ried.  His  fiist  wife  was  Emma  Hammond,  by 
whom  lie  had  two  children,  one  yet  living.  They 
were  divorced  and  he  married  Emma  Baker.  Ulys- 
ses G.  is  the  next  30unger;  Benton  C,  who  mar- 
ried Ammie  Burke,  of  Solon,  Iowa,  is  a  telegraph 
operator  on  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  North- 
ern Railroad  at  West  Union,  lovra,  where  they 
reside;  they  have  one  child. 

We  now  take  u[)  the  history  of  our  subject,  who 
in  the  public  schools  of  Elgin  and  West  Union 
received  his  scholastic  training.  In  early  life  he  be- 
came possessed  of  an  ardent  desire  to  studj'  teleg- 
raphy and  while  j'et  a  boy  he  owned  and  operated 
a  short  line.  He  showed  much  proficiency  in 
acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  art  and  under  the 
direction  of  E.  H.  Pattee,  of  Elgin,  Iowa,  he  fitted 
himself  for  carrying  on  an  oftice.  After  working 
as  assistant  in  the  Elgin  office  for  one  year  he  was 
placed  in  charge  and  held  that  position  until  1887, 
when  he  was  transferred  to  Maynard,  where  he  now 
holds  the  position  of  station  agent  and  operator. 
He  is  a  popular  employe  of  the  company',  having 
won  favor  with  the  people  of  this  community  and 
secured  the  confidence  of  his  superior  officers. 

Mrs.  Grnver  was  formerly  Miss  Jennie  McMil- 
lan, daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  McMillan,  of 
Elgin,  Iowa.  She  was  horn  June  26,  1863,  in 
Illyria  Township,  her  parents  being  pioneers  of  the 
county.  The}'  still  resiile  in  Elgin,  and  their 
family  comprised  the  following  children:  Nannie 
M.,  who  became  the  wife  of  N.  S.  Smith,  of  Illyria 
Township,  who  died  ten  j'ears  ago,  had  three  chil 
dren  by  her  marriage  and  resides  at  home  with  her 
parents;  Dilla  is  engaged  in  the  public  schools  of 
F^lgin ;  May  is  the  wife  of  Murray  Nicholson,  their 
home  being  on  a  farm  near  Ossian,  Iowa;  Belie  is 
the  wife  of  Harry  Baldwin,  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Dimond  &  Baldwin,  owners  and  operators  of  the 
flouring  mill  of  Elgin;  Jennie  is  the  ne.xt  younger, 
and  Ileiir}',  her  twin  brother,  who  married  Minnie 
p]|well,  of  West  Union,  resides  on  a  farm  near 
Elgin. 

Mr.  Gruver  takes  considerable  interest  in  civic 
societies  and   is  a  member  of  Round  (irove  Lodge 
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No.  41,  I.  0.  O.  F. ;  West  Union  Encaniptnent  No. 
57,  I.  O.  O.  F.;  and  Canton  Colfax  No.  19,  I.  0. 
O.  F.,  all  of  West  Union.  He  became  a  member  of 
the  subordinate  braricii  of  the  Odd  Fellows  frater- 
nity wlien  a  resident  of  Elgin  and  passed  all  the 
chairs  of  tliis  lodge  at  that  place.  He  belongs  to 
the  ().  R.  T.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading 
jonng  citizens  of  Maynard,  and  he  and  his  wife 
hold  a  high  position  in  the  social  world,  having  a 
large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 


^-*-« 


-*b3 


EWIS  THOMA,  who  is  engaged  in  merchan- 
dising in  Elgin,  was  born  in  Saxony,  Ger- 
.  man}',  on  the  l.'Uh  uf  December,  1833.  In 
the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads  the  days  of  his 
bovhood  and  youth  were  spent,  and  in  the  common 
schools  he  acquired  his  education  prior  to  the  age 
of  fourteen  years,  at  which  time  he  became  an  ap- 
prentice to  the  weaver's  trade.  He  served  a  term 
of  three  years  and  then  spent  a  similar  period  in 
work  as  a  journeyman  weaver.  With  the  hojies 
and  ambitions  of  an  enterprising  young  man  he  re- 
solved U>  try  his  forluiic  in  America  and  at  the  age 
of  twenty  years  crossed  the  Atlanlic,  reaching  New 
Oilcans  after  a  voyage  of  eight  weeks.  He  then 
made  his  way  up  the  Mississippi  River  to  Prairie 
du  Chien,  Wis.,  where  ho  spent  the  first  winter  work- 
ing at  such  employment  as  he  could  get.  The  fol- 
lowing year  he  went  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  worked 
at  his  chosen  trade  in  a  cotton  factory.  In  the 
spring,  being  short  of  funds,  he  went  to  New  Or- 
leans but  one  trip  satisfied  him  and  he  returned  to 
Prairie  du  Chien,  where  he  served  an  apprentice- 
ship of  two  years  at  the  stone  mason's  trade.  About 
1859  he  came  to  Clermont,  Fayette  County  and 
embarked  in  business  for  himself  in  that  line.  He 
had  been  married  in  Prairie  du  Chien  on  the  5th  of 
July,  IS.'JT,  to  Miss  Rosa  Schinitl,  a  native  of  Prus- 
sia, Germany,  who  when  a  j'oung  lad}'  came  to 
this  country. 

In  1802  Mr.  Thoma  became  a  resident  of  Elgin 
where  he  followed  his  traile  doing  a  good  business 
in  thai  line.  lie  built  the  schoolliouse  at  this  place 
and  the  large  brick  block  in  which  he  now  carries  on 


general  merchandising,  beside  many  other  other 
buildings  of  importance.  In  company  with  Kasper 
Schnider  he  erected  the  Elgin  Brewery,  which  they 
operated  for'some  two'years,"  when  about  1878.  he 
purchased  an  interest  in  the  store  of  E.  E.  Lien, 
who  subsequently  sold  out  to  Samuel  Lien,  and  In 
1886  purchasing  the  interest  of  the  latter,  he  be- 
came .sole  proprietor.  His  stock  is  the  largest  and 
his  store  the  best  in  town.  He  owns  the  two-story 
brick  in  which  he  does  business  and  is  also  the  pro- 
prietor of  considerable  landeil  property.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a  Democrat  and  socially  belongs  to  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen  and  the  Legion  of  Honor. 

Lfnto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thoma  have  been  born 
twelve  children  but  four  died  in  infancy.  Those 
living  are  Robert;  Amy,  wife  of  Charles  Harring- 
ton, a  resident  of  Pleasant  Valley  Township;  Frank; 
Louise  who  clerks  in  her  father's  store;  Gus;  Lillie 
and  Max.  Clara,  the  next  younger  than  Frank, 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  The  family 
is  well  and  favorably  known  throughout  the  com- 
munity and  Mr.  Thoma  is  one  of  the  loading  busi- 
ness men  of  Elgin.  Years  hence  when  the  question 
is  asked,  who  was  the  founder  of  the  Thoma  family 
in  America,  his  descendants  can  refer  to  this  sketch 
where  is  given  a  life  record  of  their  first  American 
ancestor.  He  was  one  of  four  children,  but  with  the 
exception  of  (Miristlna,  wife  of  Karl  Oswalt,  who 
reside*  in  Crawford  County,  Wis.,  is  the  only  one 
who  came  to  the  I'liltcd  States. 


k-,  ANIEL  B.  IIAXTON,  who  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  this  county  for  almost  thirty  five 
years,  now  owns  a  good  farm  of  one  liundicd 
and  twenty  acres,  highly  cultivated  and  improved 
on  section  10,  Putnam  Township.  He  was  born  in 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  .lanuary  22,  1837,  and  is  of 
Welsh  descent.  His  grandfather,  a  native  of  Wales, 
was  the  founder  of  the  family  in  America.  He 
shipped  before  the  mast  at  an  early  age  and  followed 
the  sea  for  many  years.  In  later  years  lie  was  Cap- 
lain  and  owner  of  a  vessel.  At  length  he  took  up 
his  residence  in  the  Empire  Stale  and  at  a  ripe  old 
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age  died  near  New  York  City.  His  son  Masina, 
who  was'named  for'a  Frf  ncii  general,  was  born  in 
Wales  and  was  quite  yoiing"wlien  bis  parents  came 
to  tbis  country.  He  was  a  clotb-dresser  by  trade, 
wbicii  biisiness  be  followed  in  the  p;rapire  Stale. 
He  married  Eliza^Pnlmer.  a  native;of  Wales,  and 
unto  tliera  were  born  five  cbildren.  In  politics  he 
was  a  Democrat  and  a  man  of  strong  convictions 
wbo  could  well  bold  bis  own  in  an  argument.  He 
served  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  died  in  Ohio,  at  the 
age  of  sixty  years.  His  wifeafterward  returned  to 
New  York  and  died  in  Michigan  in  18G3,  while  on 
her  way  West  to  visit  her  son'.  The  cbildren  are 
Mrs.  Eliza  Brisbee,  of  Ovid,  Mich.;  Giles  M.,  a 
farmer  of  Wheeling,  "Ind. ;  Mrs.  Sarah  Heath  of 
Buffalo,  N.Y.;  Mrs.  Julia  Walsh,  who  died  in 
Michigan  ;  and  Daniel  B. 

Our  subject  attended  the  public  schools  in 
Rochester.  N.  Y.,  until  twelve  years  ofrage,  when 
he  emigrated  to  Ohio,  where  he  worked  as  a  farm 
hand.  At  the  age  of  twenty  lie  came  to  Iowa,  loca- 
ting on  a  farm  which  he  purchased  two  miles  south 
of  Taylorville.  On  selling  out  be  purchased  his 
present  farm  in  18G8.  It  was  all  wild  prairie,  desti- 
tute of  ira|)rovements  and  bore  little  resemblance 
to  the  fine  farm  of  to-day.  At  one  time  lie  owned 
two  hundred  acres,  liut  eighty  of  this  lie  gave  to 
bis  son,  retaining  one  hundred  and  twenty  wbicli 
be  now  has  under  a  high  slate  of  cultivation.  Mr. 
llaxton  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  successful 
and  enterprising  farmers  of  the  communit}'.  He 
bad  only  one  cow  and  a  span  of  colts  when  be 
came  to  tbis  county,  but  he  secured  land,  paid  for  it 
as  be  could  and  lias  steadily  worked  his  w.ay  up- 
ward. The  first  house  in  which  be  lived  bad 
neillier  door  nor  windows,  but  he  now  has  a  com- 
fortablc  home  supplied  with  many  of  the  luxuries 
of  life. 

Mr.  Haxton  was  united  in  marriage  in  Taylor- 
ville with  Lora  E.  Rawson,  daughter  of  Orange  and 
Sally  A.  (Heath)  Rawson.  Her  father  was  killed 
in  a  tlireshing  machine  in  Illinois,  after  which,  in 
1855,  Mrs.  Rawson  came  to  this  county  where  she 
spent  her  last  days.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haxton 
have  been  borii  four  children — Frank  C,  wbo  mar- 
ried Catherine  Alsopl^of  Dubuque,  and  is  farming 
on  section  16,  Putnam  Township;  William  E.,  wbo 


wedded  Minnie  Detrlck  and  resides  on  a  farm  on 
section  3,  in  the  same  township;  Adeline,  wife  of 
Francis  M.  Riche,  a  farmer  residing  near  Volga 
City,  by  whom  she  has  one  child,  Lucian;  and 
James  W.  at  home. 

For  a  third  of  a  century  Mr.  Haxton  has  been  a 
resident  of  this  county  and  has  filled  a  number  of 
local  offices,  proving  himself  a  faithful  citizen.  His 
business  efforts  have  been  attended  with  success 
and  he  is  now  accounted  one  of  the  substantial  cit- 
izens of  the  community  He  has  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  all  who  know  him  and  his  word  is  as 
good  as  his  bond.  He  is  always  ready  to  help  the 
poor  and  distressed,  and  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Brush  Creek. 
Politically  be  is  a  warm  supporter  of  the  Repub- 
lican partv  and  a  stanch  advocate  of  prohibition 
princii^les. 


R.  J.  M.  DORMAN,  of  Fayette,  has  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  dentistry  during  a  longer 
period  then  any  other  dentist  now  in  the 
county.  Being  widelj'  known,  bissl<etch  will  be  of 
interest  to  many  of  our  readers.  His  parents,  Dan- 
iel D.  and  Eva  (Shoemaker)  Dornian,  were  both 
nalives  of  the  Empire  State,  the  latter  being  related 
to  the  noted  Aniieke  Jans  family  of  that  State.  His 
father  was  a  thrifty  merchant  of  Delhi,  N.  Y.,  a 
man  who  took  a  deep  interest  in  political  affairs  hut 
never  sought  for  official  preferment. 

Dr.  Dorman  is  the  younger  of  two  children  born 
to  this  worthy  couple.  The  8tli  of  September, 
1842  is  the  date  of  his  birth  and  Schoharie  County 
is  the  place  of  his  nativity.  His  educational  ad- 
vantages were  much  belter  than  most  boys  of  that 
day  enjoyed.  After  attending  the  public  schools  he 
spent  some  time  in  Roxbury  Academy  and  also  in 
Delhi  Academy.  Though  not  quite  nineteen  years 
of  age  he  offered  iiis  services  to  maintain  the  honor 
of  the  old  tlig  and  the  rights  of  the  Government. 
On  the  22d  of  August,  1861,  he  was  mustered 
into  service  as  a  member  of  Colupany  E,  Third 
New  York  Cavalry  and  for  three  years  did  duty 
on  Southern  battlefields.      Daring  that  time  he  par- 
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ti<;ipated  in  several  engagements  of  greater  or  less 
importance.  His  companj'  captured  a  stand  of 
colors  which  are  now  on  exhibition  at  Albany, 
N.  y.,  as  did  several  other  companies  of  the  Third 
Regiment.  While  on  llie  Wilson  raid  he  was  cap- 
tured June  29.  18G-1  at  Reams  Station,  Va.,  and  as 
[ic  vvas  sitting  on  the  mil  of  an  ambulance  a  fl^'ing 
niissle  struck  him  on  the  hip,  knocking  him  sense- 
less and  injuring  him  for  life.  After  spending  a 
few  days  in  Libby  prison  lie  was  transferred  to  Rich- 
mond, Va.  and  paroled  August  12,  1864.  Having 
remained  at  Annapolis.  Md.  until  sutMciently  recov- 
ered he  was  sent  home.  In  the  spring  of  1865,  he 
commenced  to  learn  dentistry  under  Dr.  II.  J.  Howe 
of  Di'lhi,  N.  Y  .  and  the  following  year  o|iened  an 
olticc  for  himself  in  Cilboa.  After  practicing  for 
about  two  years  in  that  i)lace  he  determined  to  try 
his  fortune  in  the  West  and  came  to  Iowa,  cstablish- 
ini;-  himself  in  F.ayelte.  That  he  is  asuocessfnl  and 
popular  dentist  is  evinced  from  the  fact  that  his 
p.itronage  comes  not  only  from  the  remotest  parts 
of  this  county  but  also  from  surrouiuling  counties. 
Several  young  men  have  [iiepared  under  him  for 
dental  college  and  are  doing  creditable  wjrk. 

Dr.  Dorman  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
union  was  with  ^Nliss  Klla  Napier,  and  for  his  second 
wife  he  wedded  Mrs.  Ilattie  Hess.  Of  the  first 
union  was  born  one  child,  and  two  children  have 
been  born  of  the  second  marriage.  His  present 
wife  also  became  the  mother  of  one  child  by  her 
first  marriage.  The  Doctor  is  a  stanch  Republican 
in  politics  and  socially,  is  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Repulilic.  For  almost  a  (piarter  of  a 
century  the  Doctor  has  practiced  his  profession  and 
the  quality  of  his  work  has  won  him  a  reputation 
that  is  more  than   local. 


^£*J#>L!^e. 


ON.  SAMUEL  B.  ZEIGLFR,  President  of 
the  Fayette  County  National  B-iiik,  senior 
|)artner  of  (he  law  firm  of  Zeiglcr  &  Weed 
■^^  of  West  Union,  and  now  United  States  Con 
sul  at  Ais  La  Chapelle,  Germany,  was  born  in 
Rebei'sburg,  Center  County,  Pa..  August  6,  18;51. 
His  father  w.as   Isaac    Zeigler.       In    his  youth    he 


received  a  thorough' education,  which  was  supple- 
mented by  extensive  ^reading  and  self  culture, 
which  broadened  his  alread_y  su|)erior  mind  and 
made  him  one  of  Iowa's  best  informed  men.  In 
1854  he  came  to  this  State,  locating  in  Dubuque, 
where  he  studied  law.  The  year  1856_  witnessed 
his  arrival  in  WestUnion.  In  that  year  he  was 
also  admitted  to  the  bar  and  formed  a  law  partner- 
ship with  the  late  Judge  McGlathery,  of  West 
Union,  with  whom  he  was  connected  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession.  In  April,  1866.  he  organized 
the  first  banking  house  in  this  county,  which  was 
known  .asthe  Fayette  County  Bank  of  West  Union. 
Three  years  later  he  sold  out  that  bank  to  Dr.  Levi 
Fuller  &  Son,  but  in  1871  it  again  came  into  his 
possession  and  he  carried  on  the  business  as  a  pri- 
vate bank  until  August,  1872,  when  it  was  merged 
into  the  present  Fayette  County  National  I>ank,  of 
which  Mr.  Zeigler  was  one  of  the  incorporators. 
He  has  ever  since  been  one  of  its  board  of  direc- 
tors, was  its  first  vice-president,  and  succeeded  to  tlie 
Presidency  of  the  bank  in  1887,  whidi  [losition  he 
now  holds.  (See  history  of  Fayette  County 
National  B.ank  elsewhere  in  this  work.)  In  1875 
Mr.  Zeigler  aided  in  the  organization  of  the  F.ay- 
etto  County  Savings  Bank,  of  which  he  was  the 
first  I'residcnt  and  with  which  he  is  stil)  connected. 
Two  years  later  he  formed  the  existing  partnership 
with  h'a  M.  Weed  in  law,  banking  and  real  estate, 
which  coimcction  has  novv  continued  for  thirteen 
years  to  the  mutual  profit  and  i)leasure  of  both 
partners.  In  politics  he  is  a  stalwart  Republican 
and  soon  after  coming  to  Fayette  County  became 
l)rominent  in  local  and  State  politics.  He  was 
elected  Mayor  of  West  Union  in  1867,  was  ro- 
electi'cl  three  times  and  served  from  1867  until 
1871  inclusive. 

Mr.  Zeigler  married  Miss  Laura  W.  Adams, 
daughter  of  Samuel  L.  anrl  Harriet  (Cobleigh) 
Adams  of  Montpelier,  Vt.  Mrs.  Zeigler  is  noted 
f(H'  her  ran:  musical  accomplishments,  having  per- 
fected her  voice  I)y  years  of  study  abroad.  Her 
pleasing  presence  and  conversational  powers  have 
drawn  about  her  a  large  circle  of  friends. 

In  .Ma\  .  |8;)(),  Mr.  Zeigler,  while  traveling  in 
ICurope  with  his  wife,  received  the  a|i|(ointment  of 
United    Slntcs  Consul    at  Aix  La  Chapelle,    Ger- 
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many,  and  on  June  Isl  following  entered  upon  the 
duties  of  tlie  offlee.  Since  liis  a|)pointment  the 
office  lias  been  raised  in  classification  until  it  now 
ranks  'vith  those  of  Brussels  and  Dresden,  with 
like  emoluments.  Since  the  earliest  settlement  of 
Fayette  County,  Mr.  Zeigler  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  its  financial  history  and  is  widely 
and  favorably  known  as  an  upright  and  reliable 
business  man,  whose  success  has  been  won  by  his 
own  individual  efforts  and  by  legitimate  busi- 
ness methods  and  strict  integrity. 


^*-#- 


'(_^  ENRY  R.  O'XEEL,  who  since  Januaiy  1, 
1888,  has  served  .as  Sheriff  of  Fayette 
County,  is  accounted  one  of  the  leading 
\^^  citizens  of  West  Union,  was  born  in  Ripley 
County,  Ind.,  on  the  20th  of  i^'ebruary,  1854,  and 
is  a  son  of  Ruel  and  Mary  A.  (Rairden)  O'Neel. 
His  father  was  born  in  Kentuck}'  and  the  mother 
was  a  native  of  Ohio  born  near  Cleveland.  Their 
mairiage  was  celebrated  in  Indiana,  where  they 
resided  until  the  earij'  part  of  1856  when  they 
came  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Fairbank  'l'Gwnshi|i, 
Buchanan  County,  where  Mr.  O'Neel  engaged  in 
fanning. 

Our  subject  wa.s  reared  in  the  usual  manner  of 
farmer  lads,  spending  his  time  in  play  and  woik, 
and  in  the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood 
acquired  his  education,  which  was  supplemented 
by  one  term's  attendance  at  a  select  school  and  two 
years  spent  as  a  student  in  Bailey's  College  at  Keo- 
kuk. He  carried  on  the  home  farm  after  attaining 
his  majority  until  1876  when  laying  aside  agricul- 
tural pursuits  he  embarked  upon  a  commercial 
career.  Ho  engaged  in  merchandising  in  Ilazellon, 
Buchanan  County,  for  one  year,  and  on  selling  out 
devoted  his  energies  to  the  stock  business.  In  that 
county  he  was  inari'ied  on  the  15th  of  August,  1880, 
the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Mary  K.  .larretl. 
a  daughter  of  .lared  -larrett,  and  a  native  of  War- 
saw, Ind. 

Mr.  O'Neel  resided  for  many  years  on  the  bor- 
der of  Fayette  County,  his  home  farm  lying  partly 
in    Buchanan    and    |iai  tly  in  this   cc>unty  but  it  was 


not  until  1884  that  he  crossed  the  line.  In  that  year 
he  removed  to  Oelwein,  in  Fayette  County',  where 
he  was  engaged  in  the  stock  business  for  some  time. 
In  politics  Mr.  O'Neel  is  an  earnest  Democrat  and 
was  elected  by  that  party  to  the  office  of  Sheriff  of 
Fa3^ette  County,  in  the  fall  of  1887,  with  a  major- 
ity of  one  hundred  and  seventy  five,  being  the  only 
man  on  the  Democratic  ticket  elected,  while  the 
opposition  majority  on  the  head  of  the  ticket  was 
four  hundred.  Itcertainly  indicated  his  popularity. 
In  the  fall  of  1889  lie  was  renominated  and  elected 
bj'  the  flattering  majority  of  nine  hundred  and 
sixty-three,  while  the  Republican  majority  on  the 
head  of  the  ticket  was  one  hundred  and  sixty- three. 
This  showing  placed  Sheriff  O'Neel  eleven  hundred 
and  twenty-six  votes  ahead  of  his  ticket,  a  very 
complimentary  endorsement.  Mr.O'Neel  is  a  Knight 
Templar  Mason,  a  member  of  Hebron  Lodge, 
No.  294  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  of  the  Clermont  Chapter, 
No.  62,  R.  A.  M.,  and  of  Langridge  Commandery 
No.  4,  K.  T.,  all  of  West  Union.  He  also  holds 
membership  in  Oelwein  Lodge,  No.  274, 1.  0.  O.  F., 
of  Oelwein  and  in  West  Union  Lodge,  No.  124. 
K.  of  P.  of  West  Union.  Sheriff  O'Neel  has  made 
his  home  in  West  Union  since  January,  1888,  when 
he  came  here  to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  his  office. 
He  has  made  a  competent  and  faithful  officer  and 
has  won  hosts  of  friends  by  his  genial,  kindly  ways 
and  his  impartial  and  proniiit  ilischarge  of  every 
duty  devolving  upon  hiin. 

LBERT  SYKES,  a  farmer  and  stock-dealer 
residing  on  section  25,  Center  Township, 
li    was  born  in    Illinois,  just   across  the    line 
(@^  from  Kenosha,  Wis.,  on  the  13tli  of  Octo- 

ber, 1859.  His  parents  were  Bingham  and  Lamira 
(Green)  Sykes,  the  former  a  native  of  Vermont 
and  the  latter  of  New  York.  His  father  had  been 
previousl3'  married  to  Orplia  Eastman,  by  whom 
he  had  one  child — O.  G.  Sykes,  a  groeeryman  of 
Kansas  City,  Mo.  He  married  Miss  Green  in  Illi- 
nois, and  in  1855,  when  our  subject  wjis  a  lad  of 
five  summers,  came  to  this  county,  locating  on  the 
farm  wliicli  is  still    Allierfs  home,      lie  was  a  well- 
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to-do  farmer  and  a  respected  citizen.  For  some 
years  lie  supported  tlio  Republican  party  but  dur- 
ing the  later  years  of  his  life  was  a  Democrat. 
In  the  East  he  ran  a  large  dairy  and  sheep  farm 
and  after  coming  to  Iowa,  in  connection  with  gen- 
eral farming  he  gave  much  attention  to  the  raising 
of  fine  stock,  in  which  ho  took  a  great  (iride.  A 
man  of  good  business  ability,  sagacious  and  far- 
sighted,  he  met  with  prosperity  in  his  unilertakings 
and  at  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  18tb  of 
August,  18S1,  in  the  eighty -seventh  year  of  his 
nge,  he  left  a  handsome  property  to  his  widow. 
Mrs.  Sykes  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine 
j'ears.  In  their  family  are  three  children — AUiert 
and  Louesa,  twins,  and  Cora  L.,  wife  of  John  Mc- 
Murrey. 

Upon  his  father's  farm  Albert  Sykes  was  reared 
to  manhood,  spending  his  boyhood  days  midst 
play  and  work  an(l  in  attendance  at  the  district 
schools.  However,  his  educational  advantages 
were  limited  as  the  schoolhouse  was  three  miles 
away.  As  soon  as  he  was  old  enough  to  reach  the 
[jIow  handles  he  began  work  upon  the  old  home- 
stead and  remaiiieil  willi  his  father,  assisting  him 
in  his  laliorsas  long  as  Mr.  Sykes  lived.  On  the 
14lh  of  March,  1877,  he  led  to  t!ie  marriage  altar 
Miss  Lida  Turner,  a  native  of  Jefferson  County, 
N.  Y.,  born  April  7,  1857,  and  a  daughter  of  J.  L. 
and  Biancy  (Shaut)  Turner.  Her  father  was  born 
in  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  of  English 
descent,  and  her  mother,  whose  grandparents  came 
from  Holland,  was  born  in  Herkimer  County  of 
the  Empire  State.  They  were  married  in  her 
native  county  and  removed  thence  to  Jefferson 
County,  where  they  continued  to  reside  until 
their  emigration  westward  in  18G5.  Becoming 
residents  of  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  Mr.  Turner 
si>ent  his  last  days  here,  dying  in  1881,  al  the  age 
of  sixty-seven  years.  His  wife,  who  is  in  her 
sixtv-fifth  year,  still  survives  him.  Of  their  fam- 
ily of  SIX  children  Mrs.  Sykes  was  the  fifih  in 
order  of  birtli.  By  occupation  Mr.  Turner  was  a 
farmer  and  in  politics  was  a  Republican  until 
within  a  few  years  of  his  death,  when  he  g.ave  his 
support  totheC.reenback  parly. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sykes  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  the  farm  which  is  still  their  home.      It  com- 


prises eighty  acres  and  in  connection  with  its  cul- 
tivation and  improvement  he  devotes  himself  to 
the  raising  of  high  grades  of  stock.  In  1889, 
forming  a  partnership  with  II.  D.  Mabie,  he  began 
to  ship  fine  horses  to  Texas,  making  from  three  to 
four  shipments  each  year.  He  does  quite  an 
extensive  business  in  this  line  and  has  a  nice  little 
farm  well  improved,  upon  which  stands  the  com- 
fortable home  of  himself  and  wife.  This  is  tiie 
abode  of  hospitality  and  their  friends  throughout 
the  community  are  many.  In  his  political  affilia- 
tions Mr.  Siykes  is  a  Democrat  and  socially  is  a. 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity.  His 
residence  in  Fayette  County,  where  he  is  so  widely 
and  favorably  known,  covers  a  period  of  thirty- 
five  years. 

«^   .v-^\v,,d,v.   ^.    ... 


ifl^.,  ON.  ANDREW  ADDIE,  an  early  settler  of 
I'  the  county,  now  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing on  section  13,  Scott  Township,  was  born 
([£))  in  Fife,  Scotland,  on  the  19th  of  October, 
1839,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Barlass) 
Addie.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  a  contractor 
and  builder.  His  father,  who  was  born  and  reared 
in  Fife,  gave  his  attention  to  fanning,  and  in  1844, 
with  his  wife  and  seven  children,  crossed  the  Atlan- 
tic to  America,  locating  in  Rock  County,  Wis.  He 
settled  on  Government  land  and  from  the  raw  [irai- 
rie  developed  a  good  farm.  His  death  occurred  in 
1876,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years,  but  his  wife  is 
still  living  on  the  old  homestead,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty  one  years.  He  died  in  the  faith  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  of  which  he  had  long 
been  a  member  and  his  loss  was  deeply  nHnirned 
hy  many  friends.  In  earlier  years  he  supported  the 
Free  Soil  Party  and  then  became  a  Republican,  adil- 
iating  with  that  party  during  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  The  children  of  the  family  are  Rlargaret,  who 
died  in  Story  County,  Iowa;  AVilliam  who  lives  in 
Kansas;  Mrs.  I^lizabeth  McFarlane.  of  Scott  Town- 
shi|>;  Andrew  of  this  sketch;  Jane  who  is  living  in 
Rock  County,  Wis.;  John, of  South  Dakota;  Robert, 
of  Howard  County,  Iowa;  Mrs.  Mary  Godfrej-  who 
died  in    Wisconsin;   David,   of    Nelir.aska;  George 


4 

J 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


329 


who  is  living  on  tiie  old  homestead  in  AVisconsin; 
and  Mrs.  llannaii  Eddeii,  also  of  Rock  County. 

The  hanlsliips  and  difficulties  incident  to  the 
opening  up  of  a  new  farm  on  the  frontier  are  not 
unknown  to  our  subject  who  underwent  such  an 
experience  during  tiie  da3-s  of  his  boyhood  and 
yontii.  He  remained  at  home  until  18G4,  when  he 
enlisted  in  Company  I,  Tliirly-Kighth  Wisconsin 
Infantry  fur  the  late  war,  participating  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Ilatchies  Run,  Weldon  Railroad,  Reeves  Sta- 
tion and  Fort  Stedman.  He  was  in  the  trenches 
before  Petersburg  all  through  the  winter  and  just 
prior  to  tlic  close  of  the  war,  took  part  in  tho  cliarge 
on  ForL  Malionc,  on  the  2d  of  April,  1865.  Witli 
his  company  he  marched  in  tlie  Grand  Review  at 
Wasliington  where  he  was  discharged  soon  after- 
ward. 

Returning  home,  Mr.  Addie  remained  in  Wis- 
consin until  September,  18G5,  wlien  he  came  to 
Iowa,  locating  on  his  present  farm  in  Fayette  Coun- 
ty. Previ(jus  to  his  removal  here,  he  had  bought 
eigiity  acres  to  whicli  he  has  since  added  l)y  subse- 
quent pu'-chase  until  he  now  owns  two  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  of  fine  farming  land,  highly  cultivated 
and  improved.  A  comfortable  residence  is  sur- 
rounded by  good  barns  and  otiier  necessary  build- 
ings wjiich  in  turn  lie  in  the  midst  of  well  cultiva- 
ted fields.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Scott 
Creamery  Company  which  he  helped  to  organize 
and  which  has  been  made  a  paying  institution. 
Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  Post 
of  Brush  Creek  and  of  the  United  Workmen  lodge 
of  that  [)lace.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat.  Out 
of  his  entire  company  he  was  the  only  one  that  cast 
a  vote  for  McClellan  during  the  war,  and  since  that 
time  he  has  supported  the  Democracy  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  campaign  when  he  voted  for  Wearer 
and  Butler.  He  has  held  a  number  of  minor  offices 
and  in  1879  and  1880  was  elected  County  Clerk  on 
a  combined  Democratic  and  Greenback  ticket. 
While  serving  in  that  capacity  he  made  his  home 
in  West  Union.  In  1883  he  was  nominated  for 
Representative  on  the  Democratic  ticket  and  was 
defeated,  but  in  1889  was  elected  to  that  position 
on  the  Democratic  ticket.  He  served  during  the 
deadlock  and  did  effective  work  on  a  number  of 
important  committees,  including  those  of  appropri 


ations  and  claims,  retrenchment  and  reform,  insane 
asylums,  banks  and  banking  and  enrolled  bills  and 
others.  He  supported  the  measures  of  his  i)arty 
and  won  the  commendation  of  his  constituents  and 
friends. 

On  the  23d  of  October,  1861,  in  Rock  County, 
Wis.,  Mr.  Addie  was  uniteil  in  mariiage  with  Miss 
Emily  Goodman,  a  native  of  England,  where  her 
parents  were  also  born.  They  settled  in  Rock 
County,  Wis.  in  18.50,  where  her  mother  is  still 
living.  Her  father  died  in  Rock  Count}-,  in  1890. 
They  were  parents  of  four  children  who  are  yet 
living:  William  a  resident  of  Oregon;  John  who 
makes  his  home  in  Missouri ;  Solomon  of  Wisconsin; 
and  Mrs.  Addie.  I'nto  our  subject  and  his  wife 
have  been  born  the  following  named  childien: 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Eva  Speed,  now  living  in  Volga 
County;  Thomas  G.,  Mary,  Emma,  Harriet,  James, 
Jolin,  Lillian  and  Alice.  The  children  were  all 
jn'ovided  with  good  educational  advantages  and  tlie 
eldest  daughter  attended  a  select  school  in  West 
Union.  Mr.  Addie  is  a  representative  citizen,  pub- 
lic spirited  and  progressive  and  is  widely  known 
throughout  the  county.  The  honor  conferred  upon 
him  by  his  election  to  the  Legislature  was  justly 
merited,  .as  his  capable  and  efficient  manner  of  dis- 
charging his  duties  indicated. 


fnijENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  LITTLE,  County 
[Us  Surveyor,  land  agent,  insurance  agent  and 
i(?S))  li  apiarist,  is  also  numbered  among  the  lead- 
^^^^  ing  and  successful  business  men  of  Brush 
Creek.  He  is  a  Virginian  by  birth  and  a  son  of 
William  and  ICliza  (Stumb)  Little.  His  father  was 
burn  in  Frederick  County,  Va.,  July  13,  1807,  and 
was  one  of  two  children  by  a  second  marriage. 
The  grandfather  died  when  he  wps  five  years  of  age 
and  he  was  then  bound  out  to  a  farmer,  with  whom 
he  made  his  home  until  the  death  of  his  emiilojer 
when  Mr.  Little  was  a  lad  of  fourteen  years.  In  his 
youth  he  learned  the  cooper's  trade,  at  whicli  he 
still  works,  having  followed  it  in  pursuit  of  fortune 
throughout  Ids  entire  life.  In  Warren  County, 
Va.,  he  married,  in    December,  1830,  Miss  Stumb, 
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who  was  born  in  that  county  in  1813,  and  is  of 
German  descent,  lier  iiarents  being  of  the  William 
Penn  stock.  In  connection  with  his  trade  Mr. 
Little  carries  on  farming.  lie  has  been  a  life-long 
Democrat  and  for  forty  3ears  both  he  and  his  wife 
have  been  members  of  the  Christian  Church.  In 
their  family  were  twelve  children,  ten  of  whom  are 
now  living,  the  youngest  being  thirty-live  years  of 
age.  The  parents  are  still  residents  of  Warren 
County,  Va. 

Our  sul)ject,  the  second  in  the  family,  was  born 
near  Winchester,  Va.,  October  2,  1833,  and  until 
thirteen  years  of  age  attended  the  subscri|)tion 
schools.  At  that  time  he  began  learning  his 
father's  trade  and  worked  faithfully  until  he  had 
attained  his  majority.  Not  content  with  the  edu- 
cational advantages  which  he  had  received  he  then 
attended  scliool  for  about  five  months,  paying  his 
own  tuition.  On  the  map  of  the  world  he  saw 
Asia  east  and  Asia  west,  and  the  teacher's  reply  to 
his  question  if  they  were  the  same,  was,  ''I  do  not 
know."  We  thus  see  that  the  hell)  which  he  ob- 
tained in  the  schoolroom  was  not  whatan  ambitious 
scholar  would  wish.  In  his  home  Mr.  Little  studied 
grammar,  algebra,  surveying  and  other  branches  of 
learning,  becoming  a  well-informed  man.  With  a 
desire  to  better  his  condition  by  emigrating  to  the 
West  he  located  in  Greene  County,  Ohio,  in  18r)5, 
where  during  the  winter  he  worked  in  a  cooper's 
shop  in  the  morning  and  spent  his  afternoons  at  a 
club  where  were  discussed  the  leading  topics  of  the 
day.  John  Little,  the  celebrated  lawyer  of  Xenia, 
Ohio,  worked  in  the  same  shoi)  and  they  attended 
the  club  together,  the  two  young  men  being  cousins. 
In  ISfiO  onr  suliject  came  to  F.ayelle  County,  Iowa, 
arriving  in  lirush  Creek  on  Ihc  2'Jlh  of  May.  The 
same  spring  he  laid  out  the  town  and  in  the  fall  nf 
1857  built  his  present  home. 

On  the  1st  of  .lannary  of  that  year  Mr.  Little 
unite<l  his  destiny  with  that  of  Miss  Mary  E.  Keith, 
the  union  being  celebrated  in  this  comnuinity. 
The  lady  was  born  in  I'arquhar.  \:\..  .luiie  20, 
1832,  and  is  the  eldest  of  nine  children  of  .lolin 
and  Mary  A.  (IJrown)  Keith  who,  with  their  fam- 
ily'came  to  Iowa  in  18,")().  I'nto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Little  have  been  born  live  children:  William  1)., 
who  is  employed  in  the  United  Stales  postal  service 


in  Chicago;  Hattie  .1.,  who  died  in  the  seventh  year 
of  her  age;  Kdith  M.,  wife  of  W.  11.  Durin,  of 
Brush  Creek;  Bennie  B.,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
insurance  business  in  Brush  Creek;  and  Jennie  M. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Little  are  charter  members  of  the 
Christian  Church  which  was  organized  in  1858,  and 
have  been  faithful  and  active  workers  through  all 
these  years.  For  eighteen  3'ears  he  held  the  posi- 
tion of  Elder  and  then  resigned.  They  give  to 
the  poor  and  needy,  are  ever  ready  to  extend  a 
helping  hand  and  are  liberal  supporters  of  benevo- 
lent and  charitable  works,  'i'he  cause  of  temper- 
ance finds  in  Mr.  Little  a  warm  friend,  and  educa- 
tional interests  ;dso  receive  his  sympathy  and 
co-operation.  Politically,  he  has  voted  with  the 
Democratic  party  since  casting  his  first  ballot  for 
James  l>uclianan.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
County  Board  by  ai)|>()intment  to  fill  the  unexpii'ed 
term  of  C.  D.  Shambaugh,  and  has  held  many 
minor  positions.  Ho  has  been  Notar3-  since  the 
war,  is  Pension  and  Claim  Agent  and  as  such  has 
been  very  successful.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  this  county  M.ay  31,  1H7(3,  but  does  not  practice. 
He  acted  as  County  Surveyor  for  seven  years  and 
has  engaged  in  that  line  ever  since  coming  to 
Iowa.  Mr.  Little  is  recognized  as  a  man  of  good 
business  ability  and  thoroughly  reliable. 


^....-.^^ 


'REDEHICK  MEYER,  a  representative  far- 


mer of  Jefferson  Townshii>  residing  on  sec- 
tion 5,  was  born  in  Germany.  J>dy  17, 
1831.  His  father  was  a  weaver  by  trade  and  died 
in  his  native  la\id  in  1833.  Twenty  j-ears  later  his 
widow  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America,  locating  in 
Dubuque  County,  Iowa,  where  she  worked  by  the 
week  for  various  families  for  five  years  when  she 
became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Legg,  a  man  of  English  birth 
then  engaged  in  farming  in  Dubuque  ('ounty.  His 
death  occuricd  in  1875.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meyer  were 
the  parents  of  but  two  children — Frederick,  of  this 
sketch,  and  Henry,  who  in  (iermany  wedded  Mary 
Trenhold,  and  came  to  America  in   1857. 

(Jur  subject  was  educated  in  his  native  land  and 
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at  the  age  of  t.wenty-flve  years,  after  bidding  good- 
by  tu  home  ami  friends,  sailed  for  America.  He 
and  his  brother  both  purchased  a  twenty-acire  tract 
of  land  in  Dubuque  County  which  tliey  at  once 
began  clearing.  From  the  timber  tliey  cut  cord 
wood  which  they  hauled  to  Dubuque  and  sold. 
Predericlt  also  purchased  another  twenty  acres 
and  together  they  cultivated  their  i)roperty  until 
1870  wlien  lliey  sold  out,  Mr.  Meyer  receiving 
$I,2'"0  for  his  share.  He  then  came  to  this  county 
and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Jefferson 
Township,  removing  his  family  into  a  little  log 
cabin  which  iiad  been  built  thereon.  Only  seven 
acres  were  broken,  but  with  characteristic  energy  he 
placed  the  entire  amount  under  the  plow  and  in  le.is 
than  a  year  bought  another  eighty- acre  tract.  The 
pioneer  cabin  has  long  since  been  replaced  by  a  . 
substantial  dwelling  and  the  well-tilled  fields  which 
we  to-day  see  bear  little  resemblance  to  the  un- 
broken farm  upon  which  he  located  twenty-one 
years  ago.  He  gave  his  principal  attention  to  the 
raising  of  wheat  until  1880,  when  for  two  seasons 
the  crop  failed.  He  now  devotes  his  time  to  gen- 
eral farming  and  his  efforts  have  met  with  excel- 
lent success.  He  owns  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  which  at  the  time  of  his  purchase  sold  for 
$10  per  acre  and  was  all  wild  prairie  but  it  is  now 
valued  at  $30  per  acre. 

In  1857  Mr.  Meyer  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Johanna  Grimmel,  a  native  of  Germany  who  came 
to  America  with  her  parents  in  1853.  They  located 
first  in  Dubuque  County,  where  the  father  jjurchased 
land  and  embarked  in  farming.  Inthefamil}'  were 
three  sons  and  five  daugliters,  all  of  whom  came 
to  America  but  only  two  are  now  living — Mrs. 
Meyer  and  C^harles,  who  operates  a  farm  in  Du- 
buque County.  With  him  lives  the  father,  Henry 
Grimmel,  who  is  now  eighty-three  years  of  ago  but 
has  lost  little  of  the  vigor  and  activit3'  which  he 
l)0S5esscd  in  earl}'  manhood.  The  farm  upon  which 
he  located  ho  has  since  sold.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Meyer  were  born  the  following  children:  Frederick 
C,  who  is  oi)erating  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
his  father's  farm,  wedded  Mary  Beecher,  by  whom 
he  has  four  children;  Henry  H.  who  married  Cath- 
erine Beecher  and  has  three  children,  is  farming  on 
his    father's   land;    John    married   Julia  Miche,  by 


whom  he  has  three  daughters  and  operates  a  part 
of  the  old  homestead;  William  H.  is  engaged  in  the 
general  mercantile  business  in  Oelwein;  August, 
born  September  3,  1867,  died  December  31,  1863; 
Robert  F.  is  at  home;  Albert,  born  March  7,  1872, 
was  drowned  in  Otter  Creek,  July  22,  1888;  Anna 
L.,  born  October  2,  1876,  is  attending  school,  and 
Charlie,  born  July  4,  1878,  died  on  the  13th  of 
October  of  the  same  year. 

In  1882  Mr.  Meyer  built  a  large  barn  40x82  feet 
but  on  the  1 1th  of  June  following  it  was  entirely 
destroyed  by  a  tornado  and  as  there  was  no  insur- 
ance upon  it,  it  was  an  entire  loss.  There  were 
seven  head  of  horses  in  the  barn  at  the  time  but 
these  escaped  uninjured.  Other  buildings  were 
blown  away,  Mr.  Meyer  suffering  a  loss  of  $1,000. 
Notwithstanding  these  reverses  he  has  prospered  in 
his  business  career  and  is  now  in  comfortable  cir- 
cumstances. In  politics  he  has  supported  the  Re- 
publican party  until  quite  recently,  but  now 
attiliates  with  a  local  party  called  the  Reform  party, 
l)ledged  to  support  the  best  men  for  the  place.  He 
and  his  familv  belong  to  the  Lutheran  Church. 


-i^m^' 


— *J-^ — s 


ALEB  M.  PALMER,  who  is  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock-raising  on  section  10, 
Windsor  Township,  is  numbered  among  the 
representative  and  prominent  citizens  of  the  com- 
munity, therefore,  we  feel  that  this  sketch  will  be 
of  interest  to  many  of  our  rtatlers  and  gladly  insert 
it  in  this  volume.  In  Loroysville,  Jefferson  County, 
N.  Y.,  he  was  born  September  3, 1828,  and  is  a  son 
of  Caleb  and  Patience  (McOmber)  Palmer.  His 
father  was  born  in  Dutchess  C'ount}',  N.  Y.,  in 
February,  1779,  and  his  parents  were  Reuben  and 
]m\s  Palmer,  the  former  being  a  descendant  of  one 
of  the  "Nine  Partners"  who  emigrated  from  Eng- 
land at  a  very  early  day  in  the  history  of  the 
colonization  of  New  York  and  purchased  from  the 
King  of  England  a  large  tract  of  land  which 
included  what  is  now  Dutchess  County  and  a  large 
portion  of  the  contiguous  territorj'. 

As  far  back  as  an  authentic  record  is  attainable 
we  learn   that  the  Palmers  were  members  of    the 
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Si>fiety  of  Friends.  Caleb  Palmer,  the  father  of 
(lur  subject,  was  a  "Public  Friend,"  who  traveled 
in  the  ministry'  of  his  church  for  many  years.  In 
\H2H,  he  :uk1  a  com[)anion  in  the  work,  Daniel 
Cliilds  of  PInlailelphia,  traveled  and  [ireached  in 
Canada  West.  At  one  lime  when  they  crossed  the 
Niagara  on  the  ice  with  a  one  horse  sleigh  they 
hinded  at  a  place  callefi  HlacU  Rock,  and  while  feed- 
ing their  horse  an  officer  from  the  custom  house 
approached  them  and  inquired  if  they  would  like  to 
sell  the  animal.  Father  Cbilds  replied  that  they 
were  not  piuticular  about  trading,  but  possiiily 
rai'j;lit  do  so,  and  the  officer  at  once  decided  that 
tlicy  were  smugglers  trying  to  evade  the  duties  im- 
posed  at  that  time  upon  American  importations 
and  forthwith  he  arrested  our  ministerial  friends, 
confiscated  their  horse,  robes,  cutter  and  other 
possessions,  and  marched  tliem  up  to  the  custom 
house.  Upon  examination  liowever  the  officer 
became  .satisfied  from  their  plain  (.Quaker  garb, 
honest  faces  and  straightforward  explanations,  tliat 
they  were  not  seeking  to  evade  the  laws  and  set 
them  at  libeity,  returning  their  proi)erty  to  them. 

Caleb  Palmer  was  a  talented  and  distinguished 
minister  whose  life  was  spent  in  the  service  of  the 
Friends  Church  in  New  York  City  an<I  elsewhere, 
and  was  i)rodnclive  of  mucli  good.  In  his  famil}' 
were  the  following  children:  John  who  died  in 
Saratoga,  N.  Y.,  m  October,  18,56;  Ei)hraim  died 
in  Jefferson  C'ounty,  N.  Y.,  in  1858;  l?enjamiu 
died  in  Livingston  County,  Mich.,  in  April,  1878; 
Warren  died  in  Saratoga,  N.  Y.,  in  October,  1855; 
Pli(ebe,  widow  of  Samuel  .Slocum  who  was  a  mer- 
chant and  manufacturer,  and  owned  and  operated 
a  flouring  mill,  store  and  woolen  factory  at  Leroys- 
ville,  N.  Y.,  resides  in  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,and 
has  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters; 
Maria  became  the  wifeof  Obediali  Davis,  of  (^)uaker 
Springs.  N.  Y.,  is  still  living,  and  the  youngest  of 
h(u-  four  children,  is  station  agent  and  telegraph 
operator  at.  Ilolmesville,  Neb.;  Judith  died  Septem- 
ber 18,  1854,  at  Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y'. ;  and 
Caleli  ^L  completes  the  family. 

His  minority  was  spent  in  his  native  State  and  at 
the  ngc  of  twenty-six  he  came  to  Iowa  in  October, 
1.S5  I.  locating  on  eighty  acres  of  wild  prairie  land 
bituaied    in    Fayette    County,    two    miles    west  of 


Brush  Creek.  In  February  of  the  following  year 
he  exchanged  that  farm  for  forty  acres  of  land  near 
Mill  (irove  in  Illyria  Township,  and  in  1856  ex- 
changed twenty-four  acres  of  that  farm  for  forty 
acres  of  unimproved  land  one  mile  north  of 
Wadetm.  In  the  spring  of  1-8C0  he  sold  his  prop- 
erty and  followed  various  pursuits  until  February, 
18G3,  when  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  lanil  on 
section  7,  Illyria  Township,  whereon  he  continued 
to  reside  with  his  family  until  Februar}',  1870. 

On  December  2,  18(10,  .Mr.  Palmer  married  Miss 
Sarah  Jane  Coulson,  the  ceremony  being  performed 
at  the  residence  of  his  friend.  John  Boale,  three 
miles  north  of  West  Union,  Judge  J.  W.  Rogers 
officiating.  The  lady  is  a  daughter  of  Maxwell 
and  Emily  (Paxton)  Coulson.  When  a  little  maiden 
of  nine  summers,  she  was  left  an  orphan,  her  par- 
ents dying  suddenly,  and  went  to  live  with  an  aunt, 
Mrs.  Johnson  Knglish,  in  Cool  Spring  Township, 
Mercer  County,  Pa.,  where  she  made  her  home  until 
her  marriage.  Three  children  bless  the  union  and 
two  still  live,  but  Warren,  their  first-born,  died  in 
infancy  in  1865.  John  B.,  was  born  January  8. 
1867,  and  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a  good  edu- 
cation, remained  at  home  working  on  the  farm  until 
quite  recently,  when  he  apprenticed  himself  to  the 
carpenter's  trade.  Allien  C,  born  July  17,  1869, 
also  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  the  public  schools 
and  Is  yet  under  the  |)arental  roof,  aiding  in  the 
labors  of  the  farm,  which  comprises  one  humlrod 
and  twenty  acres  of  prairie  land  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation,  well  watered  and  supplied  with  fine 
buildings  and  all  modern  conveniences  for  success 
ful  farming. 

Mr.  Palmer  has  been  a  sufferer  from  asthma  for 
many  years,  and  decided  in  1885  to  try  the  effects 
of  the  sea  breezes  and  mountain  air  of  the  Pacific 
Slope.  Boarding  a  passenger  train  on  the  Northern 
Paciflc  Railroad,  he  visited  the  various  places  of 
interest  along  the  route  and  on  the  co.-tst,  spending 
about  five  mouths  in  the  "sunset  land."  The  travel, 
change  of  climate  and  relief  from  tlie  busy  cares  of 
life  proved  a  real  panacea  for  his  ailment  and  iMr. 
Palmer  returned  much  improved  in  genei.al  heidth. 
while  his  asthmatic  trouble  was  almost  entirely 
cured.  On  one  occasion,  while  going  from  Port- 
land, Ore.,  to  the  seaside,  at  a  place    called    Cor- 
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valles,  in  Benton  County,  he  found  that  the  railroad 
track  had  been  torn  ui)  and  destioyed  by  some  em- 
ployes of  the  road  on  a  strike,  and  no  alternative 
was  left  him  but  to  make  tiie  journey  of  sixty  miles 
on  foot.  This  he  regarded  as  a  ponderous  under- 
taking for  an  invalid  but  lie  started  on  the  journey 
reaching  bis  destination  after  four  and  a  lialf  days 
of  travel.  However,  he  found  that  instead  of  prov- 
ing  disastrous  as  he  had  feared  it  came  to  iiim  as  a 
blessing  in  disguise  for  at  the  end  of  the  journey  he 
found  himself  much  invigorated  in  body  and  mind, 
his  strength  had  returned  with  eacli  day's  travel, 
Ids  appetite  was  improved  as  was  also  his  general 
health. 

Mr.  Palmer  visited  the  new  Government  light- 
lionsc  at  Cape  Foulweather,  which  was  con- 
strucetd  in  1H83  at  a  cost  of  $90,000.  The  building 
stands  one  hundred  and  eighty  feel  above  the  sen 
level  and  has  a  spiral  stairway  leading  to  tiie 
extreme  pinnacle.  He  attempted  to  ascend  to  the 
top  but  found  his  nerves  better  suited  to  naviga- 
tion on  terra  firma,  and  was  obliged  to  forego  tiie 
pleasure  of  viewing  the  Pacific  Ocean  from  such  an 
elevation.  The  historian  much  regrets  that  space 
forbids  him  giving  many  more  incidents  of  Mr. 
Palmer's  journey  which  were  told  in  his  graphic  and 
pleasing  style.  However  one  reminiscence  is  well 
worthy  of  re-telling  here  and  we  quote  Mr.  Palmer's 
own  language  as  it  appeared  in  the  Yaquina  3[ail 
of  June  10,  1885,  under  the  title  of  "The  Broken 
Oar."  Editor  Mail: — "Thinking  perhaps  you 
would  like  an  item,  I  will  now  endeavor  to  briefly 
furnish  yon  with  one.  Last  Friday  I  was  strolling 
along  the  beach  north  of  your  pleasant  town  gather- 
ing here  and  there  the  wonders  of  the  deep,  in  the 
shnpe  of  delicate  shells  and  pretty  stones  to  take 
back  to  my  home  in  Iowa  to  show  my  friends,  when 
I  chanced  to  see  a  piece  of  a  broken  oar  and  it  at 
once  occurred  to  my  mind  that  a  mechanic's  hand 
inicht  make  something  of  it  which  would  serve  as 
a  reminder  of  the  place  where  it  was  found.  I 
grasped  the  shivered  piece  and  carried  it  to  ray 
boarding  place,  Fred  Olsson's.  In  the  yard  I  met 
a  Mr.  Bradley  who  said,  'What  are  you  going  to  do 
with  that?'  I  told  him  I  wanted  a  cane  made  of  it, 
and  inquired  where  I  could  get  the  work  done.  He 
said  there  was  a  man  up  the  bay  a  short  distance. 


wlio,  like  myself,  was  an  Iowa  man.  'Ilis  name,' 
he  said,  'is  Newton  and  he  is  a  cabinet  maker.'  I 
found  the  place,  Mr.  Newton  bade  nie  come  in  and 
after  a  few  moments'  conversation  I  discovered  to 
my  great  surprise  that  Mrs.  Newton  was  my  own 
cousin  and  that  we  iiad  resided  within  a  short  dis- 
tance of  one  another  in  Iowa,  but  had  never  met 
until  the  present  time.  Both  Mrs.  Newton's  and 
my  own  family  had  been  broken  up  by  the  destroy- 
ing hand  of  death  and  each  was  the  youngest  in  our 
respective  families,  and  we  would  probably  have 
never  met  had  it  not  been  for  the  strange  freak  that 
possessed  me  and  caused  me  to  pick  up  the  broken 
oar." 


AMES  JAMISON,  an  early  settler  of  Fayette 
County  was  a  native  of  County  Down,  Ire- 
land, born  in  180G.  His  father  died  while 
1,(^^1/  James  was  a  child,  and  the  son  was  left  at  a 
lender  age  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world.  He 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade  in  the  old  country  but 
thinking  the  new  world  furnished  better  advan- 
tages, while  still  a  youth  he  emigrated  to  America, 
settling  in  Mercer  County,  Pa.  He  was  an  exjjcrt 
mechanic  and  was  appointed  superintendent  of  con- 
struction of  the  Alleghany  bridge  which  is  still 
standing. 

On  the  IStli  of  April,  1843,  Mr.  Jamison  secured 
for  himself  a  helpmate  by  his  marriage  with  Miss 
Jane  Boale,  daughter  of  John  and  Grace  (McWIia) 
Boale.  The  lady  was  also  a  native  of  County  Down, 
Ireland,  born  on  the  IHLli  of  'Slay,  1825,  and  with 
her  parents  she  emigrated  to  America  in  a  sailing 
vessel  in  1839.  After  a  short  time  spent  in  Vir- 
ginia (now  West  Virginia),  the  family  settled  near 
Mercer,  Mercer  County,  Pa.,  where  the  father  fol- 
lowed his  chosen  occupation  of  farming.  Her  par- 
ents were  of  Scotch  descent  and  were  members  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church.  In  1852  they 
came  to  Iowa  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Fa3'ette 
County,  situated  about  two  and  one-half  miles 
northwest  of  West  Union,  where  Mr.  Boale  died  in 
1859  at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years,  his  wife  depart- 
ing this  life  in  18(i0,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three 
years.     There  were  born  unto  them  seven  children, 
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hut  only  three  are  living  at  this  writing — Mrs. 
Jamison;  George  II..  a  farmer  residing  near  Wo r- 
ren,  Ohio;  and  Elizalieth,  widow  of  Hiram  Hoag- 
land,  residing  in  West  Union. 

After  liis  marriage  Mr.  Jamison  continued  worli 
at  liis  trade  in  Pennsylvania  until  184G,  wlien 
he  turned  his  attention  to  farming.  Some  six 
years  later  we  find  him  en  route  for  Iowa,  travel- 
ing with  the  Boale  famil}'.  He  settled  at  Auburn, 
Fayette  Countj',  where  lie  was  engaged  in  merchan- 
dising in  company  with  his  brother-in  law,  James 
Boale.  Some  two  years  later  ho  purchased  a  farm 
near  West  Union  containing  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  and  to  its  cultivation  and  improve- 
ment devoted  his  energies  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  on  the  3d  of  March,  18S1.  Unto  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jamison  were  born  six  children:  John, 
the  eldest,  is  a  merchant  and  banker  of  Oelwein 
and  his  sketch  is  given  elsewhere  in  this  work: 
Grace  M.,  is  the  wife  of  William  Colby  of  West 
Union;  Sarah  .M.,  is  single;  George  W.  is  engaged 
in  the  drug  business  at  Oelwein  and  is  also  Post- 
master at  that  place;  Thomas  C,  now  deceased, 
was  a  hardware  mercliant  of  Oelwein;  and  Samuel 
B.,  the  youngest,  is  also  numbered  among  the  lead- 
ing business  men  of  Oelwein. 

Mr.  Jamison  was  a  successful  farmer  and  was 
highly  respected.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  ac- 
tively identified  with  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  throughout  their  lives.  Mrs.  Jamison 
removed  to  West  Union  the  year  following  her 
husband's  death,  and  is  still  an  honored  and  re- 
spected resident  of  that  cit\',  her  friends  in  the 
communit}'  being  many. 


<|  l^ylLLIAM  B.  McCLEERY,  deceased,  was 
\/kJr  '"^'"  '"  ^'^'''^<^'"  County,  Pa.,  in  1831,  and 
\^^  there  was  reared  to  manhood.  After  he 
had  attained  to  mature  years  he  married  Elmira 
lloagland,  also  a  native  of  Mercer  County,  and 
with  their  family  they  emigrated  westward  in  1863, 
becoming  residents  of  Auburn,  Fayette  County, 
lo'vn,  where  he  engaged  in  the  milling  business  for 
some  years.     He  first  purchased  a  half  interest  in 


the  East  Auburn  Mills  and  on  selling  out  purchased 
the  West  Auburn  Mills  property  which  he  owned 
until  liis  death,  doing  a  good  business  in  that  line. 
He  was  an  enterprising  and  successful  businessman, 
sagacious  and  far-sighted  and  the  prosperity  which 
attended  his  efforts  was  due  to  his  own  industry. 
He  was  a  consistent  and  devoted  member  of  the 
Christian  Church  with  which  he  united  in  early 
life.  Both  in  the  church  and  Sunday-school  he 
was  a  zealous  worker  and  he  died  as  he  had  lived, 
a  lirm  believer  in  the  promises  of  the  Bible.  Such 
was  the  conlidence  placed  in  him  that  his  word  was 
as  good  as  his  note  and  his  recommendation  as  a 
written  guarantee.  He  died  May  19,  1871,  and  his 
loss  was  mourned  by  a  large  circle  of  friends  and 
acquaintances  as  well  as  his  immediate  family.  His 
wife  is  still  living  and  in  September,  1881,  became 
the  wife  of  David  A'erinil3'a,  of  Auburn,  who  fol- 
lows the  occupation  of  farming. 

The  children  of  this  worthy  couple,  numbering 
two  sons  and  two  daughters,  are  Frank,  who  was 
born  ill  January,  1854;  he  is  married,  has  three  chil- 
dren and  is  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  in  Stew- 
art, Mont. ;  Jennie  A.,  was  born  in  April,  1857, 
and  is  a  partner  in  the  (inn  of  J.  A.  &.  W.  C. 
McCleery;  Clara,  born  May  6,  1860,  is  the  wife  of 
Addison  ^^ent,  of  Union  Townslii|),  who  is  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  and  is  Largely-  interested  in 
laising  fine  cattle,  the  fourth  child  is  William  Clar- 
ence, twin  brother  of  Clara. 

Miss  McCleery  was  educated  in  the  public  scIukjIs 
of  this  county,  at  the  Upper  Iowa  University  of 
P"ayette  and  aflei  wards  pursued  a  course  of  study 
in  the  Iowa  Agricultural  College  of  Ames.  She 
then  engaged  in  teaching  for  several  3'ears  and 
was  ver^-  successful.  William  C,  her  partner  in 
business,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Au- 
burn. They  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business 
and  from  the  beginning  have  met  vvith  success. 
For  some  time  they  operated  two  stores,  one  in 
Auburn  and  one  in  Hawke^'c,  each  carrying  full 
lines  of  merchandise,  including  groceries,  dry- 
goods,  boots  and  shoes,  lints  and  caps,  etc.  The 
Hawkeye  store  was  opened  in  1889,  in  el'arge  of 
the  brother,  while  the  Auburn  store  was  carried  on 
by  Miss  .Tennie,  and  the  necessary  clerks.  They 
have  obtained  an  enviable  reputation  as  a  business 
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(inii  for  fiiir  dealing  and  as  a  result  have  acquired 
a  liberal  patronage  and  secured  the  unbounded  con- 
fidence of  their  patrcns,  creditors  and  em[)lo}'es. 
They  handle  large  quantities  of  wood  and  other 
products  of  the  farm,  thus  enabling  many  poor 
persons  in  tlie  Turkey  Valley  to  secure  a  market  for 
their  [jroducts.  They,  in  turn,  usually  sell  to  a 
market  near  at  hand,  but  have  also  shipped  con- 
siderable quantities  of  wood  and  hardvvoou'^Uimber 
to  foreign  ni'irkets.  They  now  have  in  view  the 
establishment  of  a  cold  storage  warehouse  in"  West 
Union,  where  they  will  purchase  tggs  and  butter, 
storing  them  until  there  is  a  greater  demand.  In 
the  two  slores  there  was  hanclled  annually  from 
^35,000  tofi40,000  worth  of  goods  but  within  the 
p.ist  few  months  they  have  disposed  of  the  Hawk- 
eye  establisliment. 

In  the  social  world  both  William  and  Jennie 
McCleery  are  held  in  high  regard,  and  their  friends 
throughout  the  community  are  many.  He  is  a 
member  of  Relief  Lodge,  No.  138,  I.  O.  O.  F..  and 
she  has  served  as  church  organist  for  several  j'ears 
and  been  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  of 
the  Christian  Church  to  whicli  she  belonss. 


SRAKL  PATTISON,  M.  1).,  the  pioneer  i)hy- 
sician  and  surgeon  of  Oelwein,  has  for  many 
,  years  been  a  leading  resident  of  this  county, 
and  his  sketcli  will  be  received  with  interest  by 
many  of  our  readers.  The  record  of  his  life  is  as 
follows:  He  was  born  in  Welland  County,  in  the 
Province  of  Ontario,  Cana<la,  October  18.  1842, 
and  is  a  son  of  S.  N.  and  Mary  A.  (Strohm)  Patti- 
son.  His  father  was  born  near  York,  N.  Y.,  in 
1821,  and  died  April  15,  1874.  The  family  is  of 
Irish  descent  many  generations  remote.  Five 
brothers  of  the  name  of  Pattison,  born  in  the  Em- 
erald Isle  emigrated  to  America  long  prior  to  the 
War  of  Independence.  From  the  old  stock  who 
settled  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  our  subject  is  descended. 
Dr.  Pattison's  father  removed  to  Canada  in  early 
life  and  was  there  married.  His  wife  was  born  in 
the  Mohawk  Valley  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  de- 
scended from  one  of  the  original  Holland   families 


who   settled    that   region.     An    ancient   Episcopal 
prayer  book  printed  in  the  Mohawk  Indian  tongue 
and  containing  prayers  for  his  majesty,  George  III. 
and   the  royal  family,  is  an  interesting  relic  which 
conies  down   to  the  Doctor    from  his  maternal  an- 
cestry and  is  now  in  his   possession.     The  parents 
of  our  subject  continued  to  reside  in  Canada,  where 
they  were  highly  respected  until  their  lives  ended. 
After   a    preparatory    course   at    the    grammar 
schools  Dr.  Pattison   became  a  student   in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Toronto.     The  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
War  in  the  United  States  led  the  young  man  who 
was  heartily  in  sympathy  with  the  North,  to  enlist 
at  the  first  call  for  troops  by  President  Lincoln  for 
three  months'  service.     He  was  enrolled  as  a  mem- 
ber of  Company  H,  One  Hundred   and  Fifth  New 
York  Infantry  and  marched  to  the  front  where  he 
participated   in  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run.     Sub- 
sequently he  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Fort  Royal, 
Port  Republic,   Cumberland    Gap    and    Culpeper 
Court  House.     During  the  last  named  battle  he  re- 
ceived a  gunshot    vvound  in  his  left  arm  and  hand 
that  necessitated  his  discharge  from  the  service  for 
l)hysical  disal)ilit3^     He   then   re-entered    the  Uni- 
versity of  Toronto  and  was  graduated  in  the  spring 
of   1864.     Once  more   he  entered   the  service,  re- 
enlisting   as  a  member    of  the  One  Hundred   and 
Eighty-seventh   New  York   Infantry,   and    was  at 
once  detailed  as  brigade  hospital  steward  in  charge 
of  what  was  known  as  the  Flying  Hospital,  which 
was  kept    constantly'   at   the  front  and   which  w.is 
auxiliary  to,  but  separate  from  the   field    hospital. 
In  discharge  of  this   duty  he   was   [iresent  at   the 
first  and   second   battles  of  Hatchies  Run,   partici- 
|)ated  in  the  battles  of  Stony  Point  and  Five  Forks, 
and  was   with  Sheridan   in   front  of   Lee  at  Appo- 
mattox Court  House  when  that  General  surrendered. 
Thus   our    subject    participated   in   the  lirst  great 
battle  of  the  war  and  was  present  at  the  surrender 
of  the  main  Confederate  army  that  terminated  the 
great  struggle.     He  was  mustered  out  July  3,  1865. 
Wl'.en  the  war  was  over  Dr.  Pattison  returned  to 
the  North  and  entered   the  University  of   Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  graduating  from  the  medical  department  in 
February,  1867.     He  at  once  began  practice  in  his 
native  county  and  there,  on  the  1st  of  June,  1870, 
was  joined    in  wedlock   with   Miss  Alice  Coleman, 
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(laugliter  of  Dilly  an'l  Sarah  (Sproll)  Coleman. 
The  lady  was  liorn  in  Fort  Robinson,  Canada,  De- 
cember 2.i,  1818.  The  same  day  f)f  their  marriage 
the  Doctor  and  liis  bride  started  for  Liucoln,  Xeb., 
Imt  on  slopping  at  Otsego,  Fayette  Cfmnty,  Iowa, 
over  niglit  were  induced  to  locale  there,  and  the 
Doctor  built  up  a  successful  practice  which  ex- 
tended over  a  large  area.  During  the  following 
autumn  he  was  appointed  Postmaster  of  Otsego 
and  when  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  it  North- 
ern Railroad  w-.as  extended  to  what  is  now  (Jelwein, 
tlien  a  wild  expanse  of  jjrairie,  Dr.  I'atlison  peti- 
tioned for  a  removal  of  the  otlice  to  that  [dace  and 
even  removed  it  there  in  advance  of  the  issuance 
of  the  order  for  so  doing.  The  date  of  the  re- 
moval was  Januarj',  1872.  About  a  year  later  the 
Doctor  found  tliat  his  rapidly  extending  practice 
prevented  him  from  performing  the  duty  of  Post- 
master cs|)0(ually,  and  the  booming  j'oung  town  of 
Oelwein  made  the  office  of  much  more  i.'u|)ortance 
than  It  had  been  while  at  Otsego. 

In  politics  Dr.  Pattison  is  a  Republican.  He 
cast  his  first  vote  in  a  I'residential  election  for 
Abraham  Lincoln,  and  has  since  voted  for  ever3' 
Republican  candidate  for  the  Presidency,  including 
the  present  executive,  Benjamin  Harrison.  When 
Oelwein  was  incorporated,  he  was  elected  its  lirst 
Mayor  and  held  the  olfice  two  terms.  He  is  the 
present  Coroner  of  Fayette  County ;  he  has  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  Slate  Militia  for 
seven  years,  was  commissioned  Second  and  First 
Lieutenant  and  Ca})tain  of  Company  F,  Fourth 
Iowa  National  (iuaids,  and  was  Assistant  Surgeon 
of  the  Fourth  Regiment.  He  has  been  local  Sur- 
geon for  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern 
Railroad  Company  and  for  the  Chicago,  St.  Paul  it 
Kansas  City  Railroad  Company  since  their  lines 
were  extended  to  this  place.  The  Doctor  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Iowa  State  Medical  Association  and  has 
long  enjo3  cd  a  large  and  lucrative  practice.  While 
his  pr.actice  is  general,  he  is  especially  prominent 
as  a  surgeon  and  in  both  branches  has  lieen  emi- 
nently successful.  He  is  a  Royal  Arch  M.ason,  be 
longing  to  Hebron  Lodge,  No.  374,  A.  F.  <fe  A.  M., 
Independence  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  also  a  member  of 
Oelwein  Chapter,  Eastern  Star,  No.  4.5 ;  Oelweiiv 
Lodge,  No.  294,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Griflith  Post,  No.  134, 


G.  A.  R. ;  Crescent  Lodge,  K.  P.,  of  Independence; 
and  Columbia  Lodge,  No.  83,  A.  O.  U.  W.  The 
Doctor's  wife  and  two  elder  daughters  are  membeis 
of  Oelwein  Chapter,  No.  4.'),  Eastern  Star,  and  the 
parents  are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

The  family  numbers  five  children,  two  sons  and 
three  daughters.  Mary  and  Alice  Coleman  are  at 
home;  John  F.  is  a  naval  apprentice;  Dilly  N.  and 
Sarah  L.  are  students.  All  were  born  in  Fayette 
Count}-. 


'•    '    ^^ 


El^^ 


HARLFIS  M.  GAGP:R,  an   honored  veteran 
II  of  the   late  war,   engaged   in    farming   and 

^^'  stock-raising  on  section  10,  Bethel  Town- 
ship, w.as  born  in  Barker  Township,  Broome  County, 
N.  Y.,  April  14,  1843,  and  is  a  son  of  Ambrose 
and  Amanda  (Thurston)  Gjiger,  both  of  whom  arc 
descended  from  earl}'  families  of  English  origin 
that  were  founded  in  America  before  the  Revolu- 
tion. The  earl}-  life  of  our  subject  passed  unevent- 
fully until  when  nineteen  years  of  age  he  responded 
to  the  country's  call  for  troops,  enlisting  Novem- 
ber 18,  1861,  in  Company  K,  First  Regiment  of 
United  States  ]\Iechanic  Fusileers.  This  organization 
was  composed  of  one  company  from  a  number  of  dif- 
ferent States.  Charles  enlisted  as  a  mechanical  ensji- 
neer  and  was  assigned  to  duty  at  Camp  Douo-las 
where  the  troops  spent  three  months  in  drilling 
and  prejiaratory  work.  Owing  to  some  dispute  and 
dissatisfaction  in  regard  to  w.ages,  some  comitanies 
having  been  enlisted  for  $40  per  month  while 
others  were  promised  only  the  usual  soldier's  pay, 
this  organization  was  disbanded,  Mr.  (iager  receiv- 
ing his  discharge  February  1,  1862.  Two  weeks 
later  he  re-enlisted,  becoming  a  member  of  Battery 
L,  Second  Regiment,  Illinois  Light  Artillerv.  This 
regiment  took  part  in  many  hard-fought  battles  and 
endured  many  pri\atious  and  much  exposure.  It 
was  assigned  to  duty  at  St,  Louis  and  thence  sent 
by  boat  to  Pittsburg  Landing,  arriving  just  after 
the  battle  at  that  [ilace.  The  battery  was  armed 
with  the  James  rifie  cannon.  These  were  worn 
out  at  the  siege  of  ^'icksburg  and  were  replaced  by 
the  Rodman  rifle. 
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One  interesting  feature  in  the  history  of  tliis 
battery  is  the  fact  that  the  guns  were  so  accurate 
and  llie  cannoneers  so  expert  that  they  were  able  to 
hit  a  hale  of  cotton  at  a  distance  of  one  and  one-half 
miles.  Mr.  Gager  was  present  when  his  captain 
receipted  for  the  battery  and  its  equipments  and 
the  amount  of  the  oblig.ition  was  §80,000,  the 
estimated  value  of  the  outfit.  This  battery  partici- 
pated in  the  siege  of  Corinth,  the  battle  of  Ilatchies 
River  and  was  in  the  expedition  in  the  rear  of 
Vicksburg  where  they  were  constantly  under  fire. 
They  then  returned  to  Memphis,  went  to  Lake 
Providence  and  through  Louisiana  to  Grand  Gulf 
and  thence  to  Port  Gibson,  later  to  Jackson,  Miss., 
on  to  Champion  Hill  and  thence  to  the  siege  and 
capture  of  Vicksburg.  After  its  fall  they  were 
assigned  to  the  defenses  of  the  city,  for  having 
been  in  one  protracted  engagement  for  forty-seven 
days  they  needed  and  were  entitled  to  a  little  rest. 
They  were  then  sent  as  an  advance  guard  in  the 
fleet  up  the  Ynzoo  Riveras  far  as  Ya/.oo  City,  being 
on  what  was  known  as  the  Mosquito  Fleet,  guard- 
ing the  Mississippi  River  to  keep  it  open  and  in- 
tercept blockade  runners. 

IMr.  Gager  says  the  hottest  place  he  ever  found 
during  his  four  years'  service  was  at  .Tackson,  Miss., 
where  he  had  three  horses  killed  from  his  gun  team 
and  was  comiiellcd  to  haul  the  guns  away  with 
mules  taken  from  the  supply  train.  The  battery 
was  assigned  to  Logan's  Division  and  after  the  pro- 
motion of  that  illustrious  General  they  were  at- 
tached to  his  artiller3'  corps  until  after  the  siege  of 
Vicksburg  when  they  were  made  independent  and 
sent  wherever  flying  artillery  was  needed.  Mr. 
Gager  has  an  army  record  of  which  he  ni.ay  justly 
be  proud  for  his  battery  did  effective  service  and 
no  truer  bravery  was  displayed  on  the  field  of  bat- 
tle, lie  received  his  discharge  March  3,  18G.5,  in 
Springfield,  III  ,  and  returned  to  the  home  of  his 
parents  at  Downer's  Grove. 

Our  subject  once  more  engaged  in  farming  on 
the  old  homestead  and  December  23,  186G,  was 
joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Mary  Talmage. 
Their  only  wedding  journey  was  a  trip  of  two  weeks 
in  a  prairie  schooner  from  Illinois  to  Iowa.  The 
lady  is  a  daughter  of  David  and  .Sally  (Plnmmer) 
Talmage,  the  father  Ijorn  March  13,  1800,  in  New 


York  and  the  mother  May  15,1805,  in  New  Hamp- 
shire. He  died  in  Du  Page  County,  III.,  in  1872, 
and  after  eleven  years  she  passed  away  in  1 883. 
Mrs.  Gager  is  the  youngest  in  their  family  of  four 
children:  Jane,  born  near  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  in  1831, 
died  in  Du  Page  County,  III.,  aged  nine  years; 
John,  born  near  Buffalo  in  1835,  married  Hattie 
Reed  and  resides  in  Belleville,  R'ipublic  County, 
Kan.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  farming.  They  have 
four  children  living  and  lost  one;  George,  who 
was  born  in  Du  Page  County  in  1840,  married 
Lydia  Gager,  sister  of  our  subject,  and  they  reside 
in  San  Marcus,  Tex.,  with  their  two  children.  Mrs. 
Gager  was  born  February  9,  1843,  in  Du  Page 
County,  and  by  her  marriage  became  the  mother 
of  four  children:  David  F.,  born  in  this  county 
March  6,  1868,  died  of  diphtheria  May  24,  1878; 
Albert  A.,  born  October  19,  1870;  C.  Juddie,  born 
October  23,  1872,  died  of  diphtheria  May  16, 1878; 
and  Edna  A.  born  October  16,  1881,  is  a  bright 
little  girl,  the  joy  of  the  parents'  home.  I5oth  chil- 
dren belong  to  the  Juvenile  Templars. 

The  farm  on  which  this  family  resides  comprises 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  fine  prairie  land 
and  their  home  is  a  fine,  commodious  residence. 
The  large  barns  are  sup|)lied  with  water  that  is 
conducted  from  the  well  near  the  house  through 
pil>es  to  the  stable  and  punjped  m|)  by  a  wind  tii- 
gine,  which  is  also  used  in  shelling  corn,  grinding 
feed  and  sawing  wood.  This  is  a  mo<]el  farm  lacking 
nothing,  and  is  a  monument  to  the  owner's  enter- 
prise. In  politics  Mr.  Gager  is  independent  and 
in  his  social  relations  is  a  member  of  llawkeye 
Post,  No.  289,  G.  A.  R. 


ETER  STRUPP,  who  is  engaged  in  black- 
smithing  and  also  carries  on  a  general  repair 
shop,  is  one  of  the  recent  arrivals  in  ,St.  Lu- 
cas, but  has  already  made  his  home  there 
long  enough  to  build  up  a  good  trade  and  be  rec- 
ognized as  one  of  its  early  citizens.  He  was  born 
in  the  Rhine  Province  of  Germany,  Maj-  14,  1855, 
and   his   parents    were    also    natives    of    the    same 
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province.  His  fatlier  was  Ijoin  October  9,  1809, 
liis  niotlier  December '28,  181G,  and  tiieir  m.iriiage 
wns  colebratecl  in  1840.  Tiiey  became  parents  of 
fonr  ciiiiilien — Lena,  who  was  born  in  1842,  mar- 
ried Hernard  Marks  in  18G9,  and  resides  in  Ger- 
many with  her  liusband  and  one  child;  lliiliert, 
who  was  born  .lannary  6,  1848,  married  Elizabeth 
\Veber,  by  whom  he  has  seven  children  and  the^' 
also  reside  in  tlie  Fatherland;  Peter  is  the  next 
younger;  and  Jolin,  wiio  was  born  in  Germany 
iVIarcli  22,  1860  married  Angeline  Pauli.  Their 
nnion  has  lieen  blessed  with  four  children,  two  sons 
and  two  dauglilers  and  they  also  j'et  make  their 
home  in  their  native  land.  The  father  of  this  fam- 
ily died  March  3,  1889,  but  the  mother  is  still  liv- 
ing. 

Our  subject  is  the  only  one  who  ever  came  to 
America,  and  it  was  not  until  he  was  twenty-six 
years  of  sge  that  he  crossed  the  Atlantic.  In  1881 
he  located  in  Kenosha,  Wis.,  but  after  two  months 
went  to  Milwaukee  where  he  worked  in  a  black- 
smith shop.  Later  lie  was  employed  in  the  same 
capacity  in  Fayette,  Mich.,  and  in  Escanaba, 
Midi.,  after  which  he  went  to  Wrightstown.  Re- 
turning to  Kenosha,  Mr.  Stiupp  was  married  on 
the  21st  of  February,  1882,  the  lady  of  his  choice 
being  Miss  Mary_Schoettler,  daughter  of  John  and 
Lizzie  (Eberliardt)  .Schoettlcr.  The  family  is  of 
German  origin  and  with  their  children  the  parents 
crosseii  the  ocean  in  1864,  becoming  residents  of 
Kenosha,  Wis.  Mrs.  Strupj)  was  born  in  the  Rhine 
Province  November  9,  1 803,  and  her  birth  was 
followed  by  that  of  Anthony,  who  was  born  in 
Kenosha,  Wis.,  where  he  yet  makes  his  home,  June 
21,  1865,  and  married  Susie  Peterson;  John,  who 
was  born  July  23,  1866;  Michael,  born  March  23, 
1869,  died  March  3,  1888;  Josepli,  wlio  was  born 
November  23,  1872;  Lizzie,  May  6.  187.");  and 
Peter.  August  25,  1877. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Strupp  began  their  domestic  life 
in  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  where  he  worked  at  his 
trade  for  three  months.  He  then  returned  to  Mil- 
waukee, AVis.,  where  he  was  employed  in  a  black- 
smith shop  for  about  two  j'cars,  after  which  he 
spent  five  years  in  Kenosha.  The  spring  of  1889 
witnessed  the  arrival  of  himself  and  family  in  St. 
Lucas,  where  he  purchased    a  pleasant  home  situ- 


ated on  three  acres  of  land  that  has  npon  it  a  good 
liarn,  his  blacksmith  shop  and  many  other  improve- 
ments. Being  the  only  blacksmith  in  the  place 
and  also  an  experienced  w(M-kman,  Mr.  Striipp  has 
a  large  and  constantly  increasing  trade.  He  does 
a  general  blacksmithing  and  repairing  business  and 
is  well  deserving  the  patronage  given  him.  As  a 
citizen  he  takes  a  commendable  interest  in  public 
affairs.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  he  and 
his  wife  are  worthy  members  of  the  Catholic  Church 
at  this  plr.ce. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Strujip  have  an  interesting  family 
of  four  children — Lizzie,  who  was  born  in  Keno- 
sha, Wis.,  October  17,  1885;  John  Peter,  in  Keno- 
sha, January  19,  1887;  Anthony,  in  Kenosha', 
.Alay  23,  1888;  and  Mary  in  St.  Lucas,  October  28, 
1889.  They  also  lost  one  child,  John,  their  eldest, 
who  was  boin  in  Milwaukee,  AVis.,  February  9, 
1881,  and  who  died  in  that  cit}'. 


''  OBSON  BROS.,  editors,  publishers  and  [no- 
1^,  prietors  of  the  An/o,  of  West  Union.  The 
Anjo  is  a  seven-column  folio,  24x36  inches 
in  size,  and  was  established  by  its  present 
[Moprietors  September  15,  1881.  The  Ilobson 
brothers,  Frank  and  Leroy  T.,  have  built  up  a 
successful  business  enterprise  in  the  Aiyo  and  are 
now  the  ollicial  printers  of  the  city  and  county. 
Leroy,  the  junior  member  of  the  firm,  began  pub- 
lishing while  a  lad  of  twelve  years,  attending 
school.  He  issued  a  little  amateur  paper  called 
the  Weekly  Times,  which  he  ran  one  year  without 
missing  an  issue.  The  paper  was  a  folio  only  six 
by  nine  inches  in  size.  In  1877  the  brothers 
formed  a  partnership  in  the  publication  of  a  little 
advertising  sheet  called  The  Trade  Journal,  and  in 
1880  established  "Hobson's  Monthly  Magazine," 
a  literary  (laper  of  sixteen  pages  with  cover.  After 
a  year's  experience  in  that  venture  the  magazine 
was  suspended  and  in  Februaij',  1881,  they  joined 
A.  E.  Winrott.  of  Fayette,  in  the  publication  of 
the  Fayette  County ^Clarloti.  Wlien  the  county  seat 
war  arose  between  West  Union  and  Fayette  the 
paper  took  an  anomalous  course;  it   was   wiiat  is 
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known  as  a  patent  outside  "print,  the  two  insidu 
pages  being  home  print.  One  page  was  devoted  to 
West  Union's  interest  and  tlie  other  to  that  of  Fay- 
ette, so  that  both  sides  of  the  county  seat  war 
were  given  to  its  readers.  When  the  fight  ter- 
minated in  favor  of  West  Union,  the  days  of  use- 
fuhiess  of  the  journal,  as  projected,  were  over.  The 
Hobson  brothers  then  established  the  Argo,  as 
before  staled,  which  is  all  home  print,  is  Repub- 
lican in  politics  and  has  grown  in  business  to  verv 
satisfactory  proportions.  The  office  is  well  equipped 
for  general  job  work  and  lias  built  up  an  excellent 
trade  in  that  line. 

Frank  Hobson,  the  senior  member  of  the  firm, 
was  born  in  Auburn,  Fayette  Count}',  January  1.3, 
1856,  and  is  a  son  of  the  Hon.  Joseph  and  Eliza-  1 
beth  Hobson.  He  received  a_^good  English  edu- 
cation and  on  attaining  to  his  majority  became  I 
associated  with  his  brother  in  the  newspaper  busi- 
ness, as  before  mentioned.  He  was  married  in 
West  Union,  October  1,  1879,  to  Miss  .Sarah  E. 
Torode,  daughter  of  C.  W.  and  C.  C.  Torode,  who 
were  early  settlers  of  this  county.  She  was  born 
in  Auburn  and  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  They  have  one  child,  a  son,  Harr^'  T., 
born  September  26,  1886. 

Frank  Hobson  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  is  a 
member  of  West  Union  Lodge,  No.  69,  A.F.  &  A.M., 
Clermont  Chapter,  No.  6"2,  R.  A.  M.,  Langridge 
Commandery,  No.  47,  K.  T.,  and  of  El  Kaliir 
Temple,  A.  A.  O.  W.  M.  S.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  Round  Grove  Lodge,  No.  41,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of 
West  Union  Encampment,  No.  17.  He  is  now 
serving  his  second  year  as  Chief  of  the  West  Union 
Fire  Department.  The  department  recently  dis- 
tinguished itself  in  checking  and  subduing  a  very 
formidable  fire  on  the  south  side  of  the  Square. 
Their  success  in  saving  the  Owens  Building  un- 
doubtedh'  saved  the  entire  south  side  of  the  Square 
from  destruction. 

Leroy  T.  Hobson,  the  junior  partner  of  the  firm 
of  Hobson  Bros.,  was  born  in  West  Union  May 
30,  1861,  educated,  in  the  public  schools  and 
entered  upon  life  as  a  printer  when  a  schoolboy  of 
only  twelve  years.  His  business  career  is  described 
in  the  sketch  of  the  Hobson  brothers,  and  it  has 
been  an  emiuenlly  successful  one,  for  which  hecer- 
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tainly  deserves  no  little  credit.  He  is  a  Knight 
Templar  Mason,  holding  membership  in  the  game 
Masonic  orders  to  which  his  elder  brother  belongs. 
He  is  the  present  Junior  Warden  of  the  Blue  Lodge 
and  Recorder  of  the  Commandery. 


HINEAS  C.  JAMES,  a  prominent  farmer 
and  business  man  of  Scott  Township,  resid- 
ing on  section  23, and  a  representative  citizen 
of  the  county,  was  born  in  Ogle  County, 
December  17,  1849,  and  is  a  son  of  Lewis 
James  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
He  was  reared  to  manhood  under  the  parental  roof 
npou  a  new  farm  that  by  his  father's  hand  was  trans- 
formed from  a  wild  prairie.  He  remembers  see- 
ing the  prairie  fires,  and  wild  game  of  all  kinds, 
including  deer,  was  quite  plentiful.  They  had  to 
haul  their  grain  to  market  at  Chicago,  a  distance 
of  seventy-five  miles,  which  was  but  one  of  the 
difficulties  endured  by  the  pioneer  settlers. 

In  the  public  schools  of  his  native  State  Mr. 
James  acquired  a  good  English  education.  He 
remained  at  home  until  tvventy-seven  years  of  age, 
when  he  crossed  the  Mississippi  into  Iowa,  locating 
in  Scott  Township,  Fayette  County,  where  he  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  si.vty  acres  of  unimproved 
land  that  has  since  been  bis  home.  He  now  owns 
a  good  farm  of  four  hundred  and  sixtj'  acres, 
which  is  under  a  higlfstate  of  cultivation  and  pro- 
vided with7good  buildings,  including  a  fine  resi- 
dence, splendid  barns  and  other  structures  neces- 
sary for  the  care  of  his  grain  and  stock.  He  raises 
all  kinds  of  cereals  adapted  to  the  climate,  and 
gives  considerable  attention  to  the  buying  and 
shipping  of  stock,  having  now  on  hand  three  car-  ' 
loads  of  steers  which  he  is  feeding  for  market. 

It  was  in  this  county  in  February,  1888,  that 
Mr.  James  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
McMillan,  daughter  of  Alexander  McMillan,  whose 
sketch  is  also  given  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  She 
was  born  in  Canada,  but  spent  the  greater  part  of 
her.  life  in  this  State.  They  have  one  child,  an 
infant  boy. 

Mr.   James   takes  no  interest  in  political  affairs 
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except  to  vote,  and  ]thon  is  not  bouinl  by  party 
ties,  supporting  tlie  best  measures,  and  men  whom 
1)8  thinks  will  prove  most  eflicient.  lie  devotes  all 
his  time  and  energy  to  his  business  which  prospers 
accordingly.  In  his  comparatively  short  life  he 
lias  become  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  this 
cornmunit}'  as  the  result  of  ^his  enterprise,  business 
sagacily  and  goo<l  management.  In  all  his  busi- 
ness dealings  he  is  upright  and  honorable,  and  the 
friends  of  Mr.  .lames  throughout  the  county  are 
many. 


EV.  JOHN  WILLIAM  BISSELL,  A.  M., 
D.  D.,  President  of  the  I'pper  Iowa  Uni- 
versity, is  widely  known  as  an  educator  and 
1  leader  of  thought.  Descended  from  English 
ancestry  he  inherited  the  characteristic  decision  and 
vigor  of  tiiat  pcojile.  His  [latcrnal  grandfather  re- 
nKjvcd  from  New  York  to  Canada,  where  his  father, 
John  Hissell,  was  born  in  170G.  He  was  also  reared 
to  m.Tnhood  in  that  community  and  married  l!e- 
bccca  Mettleton,  who  was  born  in  Canada  in  180o. 
By  occupation  he  w.ns  a  farmer,  which  business  he 
followed  dui'ing  the  greater  part  of  his  life.  He 
was  also  a  local  |)reaclier  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
of  which  he  and  his  wife  were  devoted  members 
from  an  early  d.ay.  In  1845  he  removed  to  Ogle 
County,  III.,  purchased  a  tract  of  land  on  Rock 
River,  live  miles  from  Oregon,  and  then  returned 
to  Canada,  where  he  died  the  same  year.  With  her 
seven  children,  his  wife  removed  to  the  purchase 
made  by  Mr.  Bissell  such  a  sliorl  time  previous  to 
his  death. 

The  Doctor  was  born  in  Prescott,  Canada,  Au- 
gust 4,  1843,  and  was  therefoie  two  years  old  at  tiie 
time  of  the  removal  to  Illinois.  He  was  the  young- 
est of  the  family  and  his  early  youth  was  |)assed 
amid  the  scenes  of  rural  life,  his  mother's  farm 
adjoining  that  on  which  John  B.  Farwell  was 
reared,  lie  prepared  for  college  at  Hock  Kiver 
Seminaiy,  where  were  also  educated  John  and 
Charles  Farwell.  Bishop  Charles  H.  Fovrlcr,  Robert 
Hilt  and  others  scarcely  less  noted.  In  llu^  year 
1S(")3  he  entered  the  Northwestern  rniversily 
at  Kvanston,  III.,  and  four  years  later,  having  com- 


pleted the  classical  course,  was  graduated.  There- 
upon he  was  called  to  the  chair  of  Latin  and  Oreek 
in  the  Northern  Indiana  College,  which  has  since 
gone  down,  the  building  being  converted  into  a 
reaper  factory.  The  Loard  of  Trustees  consisted  of 
such  able  and  inlluential  men  as  Schujder  Colfax, 
Clem  Studebaker,  James  Oliver  and  John  Brown- 
liekl.  After  a  year  spent  in  the  above  college,  he 
taught  nearly  three  years  in  Brookston  Academy. 
After  lining  the  |iul[)it  at  .Simpson  Church,  Chi- 
cago, a  short  time,  he  came  to   Iowa  in  the  fall  of 

1871.  joined  the  Tpper  Iowa  Conference  which  was 
then  sitting  at  C^linton,  and  was  stationed  at  New 
Hampton,    filling  that   pastorate  until    .Se))tember, 

1872,  when  he  was  called  to  the  chair  of  natural 
sciences  in  the  I'piier  Iowa  University'.  The  sec- 
ond year  he  was  acting  President  and  in  1874  was 
made  Presi<lent,  which  position  he  has  held  contin- 
uously since.  Through  the  able  and  eflicient  man- 
agement of  Dr.  Bissell,  the  school  has  taken  rank 
among  the  first  institutions  of  the  west.  At  the 
time  he  took  charge  of  the  school  there  was  but  one 
building  and  the  annual  attendance  had  decreased 
to  about  one  hundred.  Now  four  commodious  edi- 
fices adorn  the  campus  and  the  ^'early  enrollment 
reaches  over  five  hundred.  The  faculty  h.as  also 
been  increased  and  the  course  of  study  extended. 

Dr.  Bissell  is  wide  awake  to  the  interests  of  young 
men  and  women  and  is  an  indefatigable  worker. 
His  methods  of  arousing  the  young  to  the  imiior- 
tance  of  securing  a  college  education  and  of  direct- 
ing their  attention  to  this  university  have  been 
very  successful.  As  an  instructor  and  organizer  he 
has  few  superiors.  Unpretentious  in  dress  and 
manners,  yet  dignified,  he  creates  a  good  impres- 
sion which  is  intensilied  by  intimate  acquainfnnce. 
In  1870  he  was  honored  with  the  degree  of  A.  M. 
from  his  alma  mater  and  subsequently-  by  the  degree 
of  D.  1).  from  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  University. 
Politically  he  is  a  Republican,  but  takes  no  active 
part  in  |)olitics,  save  in  respect  to  the  great  tem- 
perance movement','which  eidists  his  most  hearty 
sympathy  ;iiid  support.  1  He  was  a  member  of  the 
(ieneral  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Eiiiscopal 
Church  in  1884. 

At  South  Bend,  Ind..  Dr.  Bissell  was  united  in 
marriage  with  i\Iiss  Emma  E.,  daughter  of  Joseph 
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Rocknfeller,  who  is  a  relative  of  John  D.  Rocka- 
feller,  the  oil  king  of  New  York  City.  Her  par- 
ents emigrated  from  Pennsylvania  to  South  Bend, 
where  she  received  her  education.  Their  union  was 
blessed  with  two  children,  Initithe  elder,  William, 
died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  the  other,  James,  is 
attending  college.  The  Doctor  is  now  well  along 
in  his  twenty-third  year  in  educational  work. 
Hundreds  of  young  men  and  women — man}'  of 
whom  have  attained  notable  positions — have  been 
molded  in  thought  and  purpose  by  coming  in  con- 
tact with  him  and  through  them  thousands  have 
been  influenced. 

,ETKR  NICKLAUS,  one  of  the  leading 
III  business  men  of  Elgin,  is  a  worthy  repre- 
^^^  sentative  of  the  Swiss  settlers  who  have 
largelj'  built  up  this  thriving  little  town 
and  made  it  what  we  find  it  to-daj'.  He  was  born 
In  Canton  Berne,  Switzerland,  April  26,  1831,  and 
is  a  son  of  Frank  H.  and  Anna  M.  (Maiirer)  Nick- 
lans.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Frank  Henry 
Nicklaus,  came  to  New  York  in  1786,  as  a  servant 
of  an  English  family;  he  however,  .soon  returned. 
He  was  a  body  guard  of  Ludwig  anil  was  present 
at  the  attack  made  on  the  King  at  the  churcli  in 
Paris  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolution  of 
1794,  but  fortunalel}'  he  escaped  the  fury  of  the 
murderers.  Afterwards,  he  was  numbered  among 
those  who  were  sent  lo  re-enforce  Napoleon's  Army 
and  was  in  the  campaign  to  Moscow.  Again  he 
made  his  escape  unhurt  but  experienced  much  suf- 
fering. He  was  one  of  the  hundred  Swiss  who 
formed  Napoleon's  body  guard,  everj'  man  of  whom 
was  over  six  feet  high.  After  his  return,  he  iiad 
command  of  a  Swiss  regiment.  He  had  attained 
tlie  age  of  seventy -six  years  at  tiie  time  of  his  deatii. 
The  father  of  our  subject  came  to  this  country  in 
1834,  one  of  the  first  to  leave  his  native  canton  for 
America.  He  was  ninety  days  sailing  from  Havre 
to  New  Orleans  and  came  up  the  Mississippi  River 
as  far  as  St.  Louis,  whence  he  made  his  way  to 
Highland,  111.,  and  thence  rode  across  the  country 
on  liorseback  to  Cincinnati,  Oliio,  and  on  to  Buffalo 


and  Quebec.  He  then  sailed  for  Liverpool,  made 
his  way  home  to  Havre,  France,  and  on  to  his  native 
county.  Tint  was  his  last  trip.  He  died  in  Swit- 
zerland at  the  age  of  eighty -two  j'ears,  having  long 
survived  his  wife  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
three,  leaving  five  children,  of  whom  three  are  yet 
living.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  he  was 
.again  married  and  by  his  second  marriage  had  three 
children,  one  son  and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom 
were  born  in  .Switzerland.  A  brother  of  the  father, 
John  J.  Nieklaus,  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1836,  locating  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  died  of 
yellow  fever  in  New  Orleans,  leaving  a  family  of 
two  sons  and  one  daughter. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  his  father's  family 
and  the  only  one  that  ever  crossed  the  ocean.  He 
received  a  common-school  education  and  lived 
upon  tlie  farm  until  .seventeen  years  of  age,  wlien 
he  went  to  Dnmbreson  and  began  a  two  years  ap- 
prenticeship to  the  cabinet  maker's  trade  but  at  the 
end  of  a  year  and  a  half  his  employer  died  and  he 
w.as  released.  He  worked  as  a  journeyman  until  he 
came  to  the  United  States  which  important  event  in 
his  life  occurred  in  18.'52.  After  forty  d.ays  sailing 
upon  the  Atlantic  the  vessel  dropped  anchor  in 
New  York  Harbor  and  he  finind  himself  upon 
American  soil.  He  secured  work  at  his  trade  in 
Pittsburg  and  in  that  city  on  November  2,  18.'')4, 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  lillizabeth 
Schnider,  who  was  born  in  Canton  Berne,  Switzer- 
land, September  17,  1833,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Casper  and  Rosina  (Gnag}')  Schnider  who  came  to 
this  countr\'  in  1851,  and  spent  their  Last  days  in 
Allegheny  Count}',  Pa.,  where  the  father  died  at 
the  age  of  seventy-five  years  and  his  wife  when 
eighty-two  years  of  age.  They  had  three  children, 
Mrs.  Mary  Ges.sy  who  resides  in  Pennsylvania; 
Mrs.  Nieklaus,  and  John  who  resides  on  the  old 
homestead  in  the  Keystone  State. 

It  was  in  18.5G  that  Mr.  Nieklaus  became  a  resi- 
dent of  Elkader,  Iowa,  where  he  formed  a  partner- 
.■sliip  with  C.  Grothewel  in  the  cabinet-m.aker's 
trade.  In  1858  he  removed  to  Clermont  and  ran 
a  cabinet  shop  until  1801,  when  he  sold  out  and 
bought  a  sawmill  to  which  he  added  a  stave  factory, 
operating  both  for  some  time.  In  1872  he  moved 
his  mill  to  Elgin  and  still  operates  the  sawmill  part 
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(if  his  business.  The  same  year  he  removed  his 
family  lo  this  place  and  built  the  fine  brick  resi- 
dence which  is  yet  their  home,  it  being  one  of  the 
finest  houses  in  the  town.  Mr.  Nicklaus  was  also 
prominently  connected  with  the  Elgin  Canning 
Company  as  its  largest  stockholder  and  the  man- 
ager of  the  business  which  position  he  filled  for 
eight  years  or  until  1890  when  his  son,C.  W.  took 
charge.  He  is  also  interested  in  farming,  owning 
.some  six  hundred  acres  of  land  wliich  yields  to 
him  a  good  income. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nicklaus  have  been  born  ten 
children  but  four  of  that  number  died  in  child- 
hood. The  living  arc:  Louise,  wife  of  Dr.  B.  Erp 
Brokhausen,  a  resident  practitioner  of  Lansing, 
Iowa;  tlulia,  wife  of  Simon  Rothlisberger  who 
resides  in  Kemsen,  Iowa;  Charles  W.,  is  at  iiome; 
Hulda,  wife  of  Gus  Stoehr,  a  resident  of  Elgin; 
and  Libby  and  F^dward  are  at  home. 

Mr.  Nicklaus  east  his  first  vote  for  .John  C.  Fre- 
mont and  remained  a  supporter  of  the  Republican 
[jarty  until  188(5,  when  he  became  convinced  that 
Democratic  principles  were  more  in  accordance 
vrith  his  views  and  he  now  supports  that  party.  He 
has  been  Township  Trustee  for  many  terms  and 
still  holds  the  olUce.  Socially  he  is  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason,  an  Odd  Fellow,  a  member  of  the  Legion  of 
Honor  and  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 
men. In  the  truest  sense  of  the  word  Mi'.  Nicklaus 
is  a  self-made  man,  having  made  every  dollar  which 
he  now  possesses  and  from  a  humble  position  he 
has  worked  his  way  upward  lo  one  of  wealth  and 
infiuence. 


\k_^  ENRY  (;ERKEN,  who  resides  on  section 
YTjlJ  111  Oran  Townshii),  came  to  this  county  in 
iW^  1855,  and  entered  one  hundred  and  sixty 
[^^  acres  of  land  from  the  Government.  Al- 
most thirty-six  years  have  since  come  and  gone, 
and  in  that  time  he  has  not  only  built  u|)  a  fortune 
for  himself,  but  has  given  liberally  of  his  means  to 
public  enterprises  and  the  advancement  of  su(;h  in- 
terests as  arc  calculated  lo  promote  the  general 
welfare.      His  homo  is  a  good  residence  situated  in 


the  midst  of  a  beautiful  grove  of  trees.  Barns  and 
outbuildings  stand  as  monuments  to  his  thrift  and 
enterprise,  and  five  hundred  acres  of  land  pay  trib- 
ute to  his  care  and  cidtivation.  Without  capital 
he  began  life  and  has  steadily  worked  his  way  up- 
ward depending  only  on  his  own  exertions.  His 
exani[)le  of  perseverance  and  of  industry  may  well 
be  followed  by  youths  who,  like  himself,  have  no 
means  or  influential  friends  to  aid  them. 

Mr.  Gerken  was  born  in  Hanover,  Germany,  De- 
cember 28,  182G.  His  father,  Henry  Gerken,  also 
a  native  of  Hanover,  followed  farming  for  many 
years,  and  in  tiiat  country  married  Ellen  Mochalis. 
With  his  family  he  emigrated  to  America  in  1841, 
locating  first  in  Morgan  County,  Mo.,  near  the 
town  of  Florence.  His  death  occurred  about  1865, 
and  his  wife  died  before  he  left  the  Fatherland. 
Unto  them  were  born  three  children:  Henry,  "hose 
name  heads  this  sketch;  John,  who  came  lo  Amer- 
ica in  1841,  wedded  Miss  Mary  Crinsell,  ut  Morgan 
Count}-,  jMo.,  by  whom  he  has  seven  children,  and 
is  yet  living  in  that  conimunit>';  and  I<]llen  is  the 
wife  of  John  C.  Bellmer,  of  Fremont  Township. 
They  also  have  seven  children. 

Mr.  Gerken's  father  came  to  America  in  1841, 
and  our  subject  being  fourteen  years  old,  was  left 
in  Germany  to  shift  for  himself.  He  secured  a 
position  as  a  farm  hand,  and  worked  from  Easter 
until  October  for  81.80.  One  jear  he  received 
$5.04,  and  the  succeeding  year  $5.52.  He  then 
worked  for  two  years  at  one  place  and  was  given 
$24  as  a  com[)ensaiion  for  his  labors.  The  two  suc- 
ceeding years  he  worked  for  $16,  and  then  was 
given  the  munilicent  salary  of  $22  in  the  j'ear  fol- 
lowing. He  had  now  attained  lo  man's  estate  and 
resolved  to  try  his  fortune  elsewhere.  Boarding  a 
sailing-vessel  at  Bremen,  after  a  voyage  of  fifty- 
eight  (lays  he  landed  ill  New  Orleans,  where  he 
worked  for  live  months  for  $60.  This  was  a  large 
sum  as  compared  with  the  wages  which  he  had 
formerly  received.  His  next  place  of  residence  was 
Morgan  County,  Mo.,  whore  he  spent  one  summer, 
returning  then  to  New  Orleans.  Subsequenlly  he 
worked  as  a  farm  hand  in  La  Salle  County,  HI., 
and  it  was  during  that  time  he  formed  the  acquaint- 
ance of  Nancy  Sidler,  a  native  of  I'ennsylvania, 
widow  of  Sam   Sidler,  and  a   daughter   of  Henry 
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Myeis.     Tliey  were  ranrried  in    1854,  and  for  one 
year  were  employed  on  a  farm  in  Illinois. 

In  1855  Mr.  Gerkoii  and   his  wife  e.Tmo'to  this 
count3%   locating  on   the    land    whieh   he  entered. 
They  bore  the  usual   hardships  and  exi^eriences   of 
jiioneer  life,  but  at  length  overcame  the   obstacles 
and  disadvantages  in  their  patii,  and  made  fortiiem- 
I     selves  a  comfortable  homo,  from  which    Mrs.   Ger- 
ktn    w.as   called   to  the  home  beyond    in   August, 
188.3,  leaving  six  children:  Ellen  is   the  wife   of 
Carleton    N.    Hall,    a    harness-maker   of    Western 
Springs,  Dak.,  and  has  two  children,  who,  however, 
were  born  of  her  first  marri.age  with    Henry  Gerlt; 
John  is  married  and  with  his  wife  and   three  chil- 
d.'en  resides  in  Washington;  Agnes  is  the  wife  of 
Henry  Foust,  by  whom  she  has  four  children;  Nel- 
son is  a  resident  of  Nebraska;  Liva  is  the   wife  of   j 
iJolbert  Hunter,  and  the^y  have  one  son;  Benjamin 
Franklin,  the  youngest,  is  at  school.     Mr.   Gerken 
was  again  married  in  .September,  1884,  Mrs.    Ann 
Ilillman  becoming  his  wife.    .Sue  was  born  in  Grant 
County,  Ind.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Evan  and  Mar- 
garet (.Scott)  Benbow.     Her   mother  was  born   in 
North  Carolina  in  181.3,  and  her  father  in  1811.   He 
was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  but  after  his    removal 
to    Grant    County.    Ind.,    followed  farming.      His 
death  occurred  in  1880.  his  wife  surviving  him  four 
years.     They   were  the  parents  of    nine  children, 
live  yet  living,  the  eldest  of  whom  is  Mrs.  Gerken. 
She  became  the  wife  of  Phineas  R.  llillmau  in   In- 
ilia)ia  in   1852,  and  their  union    was   blessed    with 
nine  children,  who  are  yet  living:  Louisa,  now  Mrs. 
Ross,  of  Oran  Township,  and  the  mother  of   four 
sons  and  one  daughter;  Flvan,  who  resides  in  Wash- 
ington, married  Etta  Howell,  and  they   have  four 
children;  Colvin,    who    wedded    Mary    Ross,   is  a 
l)liotograi)her  of  Oelwein;  Margaret  is    the  wife  of 
Alex  McKillips,  a  carpenter  of   Oelwein,   and  they 
have  one  child;  Nancy  is  now  IMrs.  Robert  Irvine, 
of  .Icfferson  Township,  and  is  a  twin  sister  of  Mar- 
garet; Daniel  Stephen  married  Delia  Bear,  and  re- 
.«i(l(s  in  Jefferson  Township;  Emma  is  the    wife  of 
Clarence  Cameron,  of  Oelwein,  by    whom   she  has 
one  child;   Cora  is  teaching  in  .Jefferson  Tow'uship; 
and  Stella  May  is   attending  school.      Mr.    Ilillman 
came  to  this  county  in  18G4,  locating  in   .Tcfforsou 
Township,  where  he  died  of  smallpox.  January    7, 


1879.  Mrs.  Gerken  is  of  English  and  Iiish  descent, 
and  her  grandfather,  John  Benbow,  served  in  the 
Revolution  and  the  War  of  1812. 

In  connection  with  general  farming  our  subject 
engages  in  the  raising  of  fine  stock,  making  a  spe- 
cialt}'  of  Norman  horses.  He  is  one  of  the  heaviest 
tax-payers  in  the  township.  He  has  lived  long 
enough  upon  his  farm  to  raise  his  own  wood  and 
develop  fields  whoso  fertility  and  fruitfulness  can- 
not be  excelled.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in 
political  affairs,  and  votes  with  the  Republican 
|)arty,  and  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  School 
Board,  while  for  four  years  he  filled  the  office  of 
Road  Supervisor.  In  religious  belief  he  holds  the 
doctrine  of  the  United  Brethren  ('hurch,  and  his 
wife  is  a  Freo-AVill  Baptist.  A  self-made  man,  he 
has  won  a  handsome  property  through  his  own 
efforts,  and  has  built  up  a  character  that  is  ii're- 
[)roachablc. 

— m^ — 

'REDERICK   MIEHE   is  one  of  the  largest 
land-owners    and    stock-dealers    in     North- 
/l\  eastern  Iowa.  His  pleasant  home  is  situated 

on  section  28,  Harlan  Township,  in  the  midst  of  a 
fine  farm  of  eight  hundred  and  eight3'  acres  that 
for  improvements  and  facilities  cannot  be  excelled 
liy  any  in  the  county,  but  of  these  we  will  speak 
more  fully  hereafter.  He  was  born  in  Hanover, 
Germany,  on  the  2d  of  June,  1837,  and  is  a  son 
of  Conrad  Miehc,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Han- 
over. His  father  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade  and 
with  his  family  emigrated  to  America  during  the 
year  of  1848,  locating  in  Dubuque  County,  Iowa. 
He  started  with  only  $800  of  German  money  and 
out  of  this  had  to  pay  the  passage  of  five  persons. 
With  the  remainder  he  m.ade  a  payment  on  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  Dubuque 
County,  and  with  his  sons  began  the  <levelopmcnt  of 
the  farm.  This  was  covered  with  a  heavy  growth  of 
timber  which  ho  cleared  by  burning,  and  then  the 
land  was  plowed.  Acre  after  acre  was  placed  un- 
der cultivation  and  at  last  abundant  harvests  were 
gathered  as  the  fruits  of  his  toil  and  laboi'. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miehe  are:     Har- 
mon, who  was  born  in  Germany,   in    1827,  and    is 
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now  engaged  in  farming  in  this  county;  Frederick, 
of  tliis  sketch;  and  AVilliam,  who  was  born  in  1841 
and  came  to  America  with  liis  parents  when  seven 
years  of  age.  He  worked  at  liome  with  his  father 
until  he  had  attained  his  majority  and  then  sold  the 
old  place,  purchasing  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
in  Vernon  Township,  Dubuque  County,  which  he 
has  increased  to  four  hundred  acres.  He  has  made 
many  improvements  and  is  oxtensivel}'  engaged  in 
fanning,  dairying  and  stock-raising.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Rinikerand  with  them  his  parents  resided 
until  tlieir  decease.  His  mother  died  in  June, 
1871,  at  the  age  of  seventy  3'ears,  and  his  father 
was  killed  by  a  horse  in  August,  1871,  at  tlie  age 
of  sevent3'-two  years  and  eight  montlis. 

Our  subject  was  a  lad  of  eleven  summers  when  he 
emigrated  with  the  family  to  America.  He  was 
educated  in  tiie  district  schools  of  Dubuque  County 
and  aided  Ills  father  in  the  cultivation  of  the  home 
farm  until  he  began  life  for  himself.  He  first  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in 
Dubuque  County,  and  as  a  heli)raate  on  life's 
journey  chose  Miss  Sophia  Keuneker,  their  union 
being  celebrated  February  20th,'  1857.  Unto  them 
has  been  born  a  large  family:  Henry, -who  was 
born  April  16,  1858,  died  May  6,  1860;  Charles, 
who  was  born  July  22,  1859,  married  Laura  Davis 
in  February,  1884,  and  they  are  now  the  parents  of 
four  children,  and  he  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  fine  farming  land  in  Harlan  Township,  well 
improved  with  good  buildings  and  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation;  llannali,  born  June  8,  1861, 
became  the  wife  of  Henry  Lamka  in  February, 
1881,  and  they  also  have  four  children,  and  he  too 
owns  a  good  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
in  Harlan  Township,  with  many  excellent  improve- 
ments, including  a  large  barn,  and  carries  on  the 
dairy  business  quite  extensively,  keeping  on  hand 
twenty-five  cows  and  sells  his  milk  to  the  Co- 
operative Creamery  Company  in  Maynard;  Will- 
iam, who  was  born  June  13,  1863,  has  upon  his 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Harlan 
Township  a  large  residence,  barn  and  other  facili- 
ties, and  is  engaged  in  ttie  dairy  business  and  stock- 
raising,  and  in  February,  188G,  he  was  married  to 
Henrietta  Gramels.  and  unto  them  have  been  born 
two    children;    Julia    Anna,     born    September    7, 


1865,  wedded  John  Myer  in  February,  1885,  and 
they  have  three  children.  A  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  well  fenced  and  improved  with  a 
good  dwelling,  large  barn  and  other  outbuildings, 
pays  tribute  to  his  care  and  cultivation.  The  dairy 
business  also  yields  to  him  a  good  income  and  he  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  thrifty  and  enterprising 
farmers  of  the  community.  Fred,  born  August  8, 
1867,  married  Jennie  Myers  January  14,  1891,  and 
has  just  purchased  a  lovely  prairie  farm  containing 
a  quarter-section,  which  we  predict  will  in  course 
of  time  equal  the  others  in  the  excellence  of  its 
appointments.  August,  born  December  5,  1870, 
aids  his  father  in  the  cultivation  of  the  home  farm; 
Theodore,  born  December  6,  1872,  is  at  home; 
Meno,  born  December  12,  1874,  died  March  6, 
1878;  Albert,  born  May  7,  1877;  Emma,  October 
13,  1879:  Johnnie,  December  22,  1881  ;  Henrietta, 
September  15,  1883;  and  Caroline,  April  8,  1886, 
are  all  at  home  and  attend  school  during  the  sea- 
son. 'J'he  mother  of  this  family  was  called  to  her 
final  rest  June  13,  1887.  She  was  a  consistent 
Christian  woman,  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
and  early  instilled  into  tlie  minds  of  her  children 
lessons  of  industry  and  honesty,  and  they  have  be- 
come useful  and  respected  memliers  of  society  and 
are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Miehe 
was  again  married  October  5,  1887,  to  Mrs.  Au- 
gusta Faber,  widow  of  Frederick  Faber,  a  farmer 
of  National,  Cla3'ton  County,  Iowa,  where  his  death 
occurred  July  5,  1886. 

In  1875  Mr.  Miehe  removed  from  Dubuque 
Couniy,  Iowa,  to  Harlan  Township,  this  county, 
where  he  purchased  all  of  section  28,  and  the  south- 
west quarter  of  section  27.  Of  this  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  was  under  cultivation.  A  one- 
story  house  had  been  built  in  pioneer  style,  the 
boards  running  up  and  down,  and  the  dimensions 
were  16x20  feet.  Into  this  he  moved  his  family, 
cf)nsisting  of  himself,  wife  and  twelve  children,  but 
the  same  season  built  a  commodious  residence, 
30x39  feet  and  two  stories  in  height.  The  first  two 
seasons  his  principal  crop  was  wheat  and  he  then 
turned  his  attention  to  stock-raising,  which  pursuit 
he  has  since  carried  on  extensivelj-.  In  1882  he 
built  his  first  frame  barn,  24x50  feet,  for  his  horses 
only,  the  loft  of  which  will  contain  twenty  tons  of 
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hay.  The  following  year  he  creeled  .1  b.arn  for  his 
cattle,  4Gx48  feet,  and  sixteen  feel  high,  which 
shelters  tifty-two  cows.  He  h.as  at  present  ninety 
head  of  cattle  and  seventeen  horses  and  colts,  and 
the  week  previous  to  the  writing  of  this  sketch  he 
sold  twenty-seven  head  of  steers.  He  is  the  largest 
stock-dealer  in  Harlan  Township  and  also  does  the 
largest  daiiy  business.  He  sells  milk  to  the  Talue 
of  $125  per  month  throughout  the  entire  year,  be- 
sides raising  hirge  amounts  of  grain.  He  puts  up 
on  an  average  three  hundred  tons  of  ha}'  annually, 
has  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  acres  planted  in 
corn  and  about  the  same  amount  in  oats.  In  1889 
he  raised  six  thousand  bushels  of  oats,  of  which  he 
sold  fourteen  hundred  bushels  and  four  thousand 
bushels  of  corn.  He  has  bins  and  cribs  for  the 
storing  of  his  grain,  and  nothing  essential  to  the 
model  farm  is  lacking  on  the  homestead  of  Mr. 
Miehe.  Since  coming  to  this  county  he  has  pnr- 
cliased  thirteen  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land, 
four  hundred  and  eighty  of  which  he  has  given  to 
his  children,  retaining  eight  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  which  is  valued  at  $25  per  acre.  In  1884  he 
sold  his  f.arm  in  Dubuque  County  for  $40  per  acre. 
The  Miehe  family  is  one  of  the  representative  and 
enterprising  families  of  the  county  and  well  de- 
serves recognition  in  this  volume.  Father  ami  sons 
are  leading  agriculturists  and  Mr.  Miehe  deserves 
unlimited  credit  for  the  success  he  has  achieved,  as 
he  started  in  life  a  poor  man  and  has  made  his  own 
way  in  the  world  unaided.  To  his  own  industry, 
good  management  and  business  ability  may  be 
attribted  his  prosperity,  and  his  business  career 
may  be  summed  up  in  the  one  word  victor}'. 


\f=7;REDERICK  ,T.  RIDLER,  who  is  engaged 
in  farming  on  section  19,  Jefferson  Town- 
(A\  ship,  was  born  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y., 
.lune  12,  1858.  His  father,  William  Ridler,  was  a 
native  of  Devonshire,  England,  born  in  1827,  and 
the  founder  of  this  branch  of  the  Ridler  famil}'  in 
America.  His  brother  Thomas  also  came  to  this 
country,  and  in  Illinois  wedded  Mary  Long.  He 
[lurchased  and  improved  a  farm  in   that  State,  and 


in  1883,  on  coming  to  Iowa,  sold  outand  bought  of 
W.  W.  Kitchen  what  is  now  known  as  the  "Centen- 
nial Farm"  in  .Jefferson  Township,  Fayette  County. 
It  comprises  four  hundred  acres,  and  he  is  still 
operating  it  successfully.  His  family  numbered 
five  children,  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  but 
Emma  H.  died  in  March,  1889.  There  was  also  an- 
other brother  in  the  family,  but  he  never  left  his 
native  land. 

By  trade  William  Ridler  was  a  tailor,  and  fol- 
lowed that  oecu[)ation  throughout  the  greater  part 
of  his  life.  He  wedded  Mary  Ann  Kingdom,  and 
early  in  the  '50s  came  to  America,  settling  in 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  whence  he  afterward  removed  to 
East  Pembroke,  N.  Y.,  where  he  carried  on  a  tailor- 
ing establishment.  His  wife  also  had  three  broth- 
ers, .John,  William  and  James,  but  neither  ever 
came  to  this  country.  At  length  Mr.  Ridler  de- 
termined to  made  his  home  in  the  West,  and  came 
to  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  locating  in  Jefferson 
Township,  where  he  purchased  and  improved  a 
farm  of  eighty  acres.  He  was  a  valued  citizen,  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him,  and  his  death  was 
mourned  by  many  friends.  During  the  Civil  War 
he  enlisted  in  1862,  in  the  One  Hundred  and  For- 
tieth New  York  Regiment,  at  East  Pembroke  for 
three  years.  He  joined  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
and  was  in  active  duty  from  that  time  until  June, 
1863,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged  on  ac- 
count of  disability.  His  death  occurred  in  this 
county  on  the  20th  of  January,  1890.  His  wife 
still  survives  him,  and  is  living  on  the  old  home- 
stead. They  were  the  parents  of  six  children:  Fan- 
nie, who  is  now  the  wife  of  Peter  Harford,  and  the 
mother  of  six  children;  Mary  Jane  born  in  1852, 
is  the  wife  of  C.  W.  Knight,  who^removed  from 
Jefferson  Township  to  Kansas,  where  he  was  ex- 
teilsively  engaged  in  the  lumber  trade  for  four 
3cars,  and  is  now  carrying  on  mercantile  business 
in  McCook,  Neb.  Three  children  have  been  born 
of  their  union;  Josephine,  born  in  1855,  is  the  wife 
of  Hobart  Keniston,  a  blacksmith,  of  Oelwein,  by 
whom  she  had  five  children,  four  yet  living;  Thomas 
W.,  born  in  1857,  married  Lina  Bennett,  and  for 
some  time  operated  a  rented  farm  in  Jefferson 
Township.  He  then  went  to  South  Dakota,  in  1881, 
and  after  nine  years  received   a  deed  to  the  claim 
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which  he  there  entered.  Returning  to  this  State, 
he  now  operates  the  home  farm  for  his  mother.  By 
his  marriage  he  has  one  child.  F"rederick  .1.  is  the 
next  younger,  and  Emma  L.,  who  was  Ijorn  in  1862, 
completes  the  family'.  .She  is  now  the  wife  of 
George  Teogue,  who  owns  a  good  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  in  Bremer  Count3',  Iowa,  and 
unto  them  have  been  born  two  children. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  spent  almost  his 
entire  life  in  this  count}'.  He  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Jefferson  Township,  and  remained  under 
the  i)arenlal  roof,  assisting  his  father  in  the  labors 
of  the  farm  until  twenty-four  3'ears  of  age,  when  in 
December,  1882,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Sarah  A.  Ross,  daughter  of  Samuel  A.  K.,  and  An- 
geline  (Malotte)  Ross.  Her  father  was  born  in 
Indiana  ori  the  27lh  of  December,  1825,  where  he 
grew  to  mature  years.  His  wife  was  born  in  Ken- 
tuckj-  on  the  4th  of  May,  1825,  and  was  one  of  ten 
children,  but  only  four  are  now  living:  Jane  is  now 
the  wife  of  Thomas  Jones,  of  Indiana,  b}-  whom  siie 
has  four  daughters;  Julia  F.  is  the  wife  of  John 
Wildman,  a  resident  farmer  of  Jewell  County, 
Kan.,  and  unto  them  have  been  born  four  chil- 
dren;  Sarah  A.  wedded  Joseph  Barnard,  a  baker  of 
Osgood,  Ind.  By  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ross  vvere  born  seven  children,  four  living,  as  fol- 
lows :  Belie,  who  married  R.  J.  Young,  a  farmer  of 
Oran  Township,  and  is  now  tlie  mother  of  four 
children;  Jesse,  who  wedded  Amanda  O'Neil,  of 
Oran  Townsliip,  by  whom  he  has  four  children, 
after  renting  land  for  several  years,  purchased  an 
improved  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Clay  County, 
which  has  been  his  home  since  November,  1890; 
Charles  is  a  stock  dealer  and  resides  with  his  father 
in  Oran  T'ownship;  Jacob  A.,  wlio  married  Clara 
Loekwood,  follows  farming  through  the  summer 
months,  and  engages  in  teaching  in  the  winter  sea 
son. 

About  the  time  of  his  marriage,  Mr.  Ridler  pur- 
chased a  farm  iu  Jefferson  Township,  but  continued 
to  operute  his  father's  laml  for  some  si.x  ^-ears, 
when  he  began  to  make  improvements  upon  his 
own.  Only  three  years  have  since  passed,  but  in 
that  time  llie  place  has  undergone  a  complete  trans- 
formation, and  bears  little  resemblance  to  the  tract 
tliat  he  purchased.    He  has  built  a  residence  24x24 


feet,  a  barn  32x49  feet,  a  hen  house  18x18  feet, 
corn  cribs  8x16  feel,  and  a  granar}-,  A  well  one 
hundred  and  ten  feet  deep  furnishes  an  abundance 
of  pure  water  which  is  pumped  by  a  windmill  with 
a  tower  forty-two  feet  high.  The  value  of  the  im- 
provements which  Mr.  Ridler  has  placed  upon  his 
farm,  aggregates  over  §1,200,  making  it  one  of  the 
best  and  most  highly  improved  farms  in  the  town- 
ship. It  seems  complete  in  all  of  its  appointments, 
yet  the  enterprising  spirit  of  the  owner  will  leave 
nothing  undone  which  will  add  to  the  convenience 
and  improvement  of  his  liome. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ridler  were  born  three  chil- 
dren, but  onl}'  one  is  now  living:  Charlotte,  who 
was  born  December  27,  1890;  Gertrude,  who  was 
born  December  20,  1883,  died  September  18,  1884; 
and  Archie,  born  September  27,  1885,  died  on  the 
Gth  of  May,  1888.  Mr.  Ridler  is  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican in  political  sentiment,  and  takes  a  commend- 
able interest  in  anything  pertaining  to  the  county's 
welfare. 


OSEPH  BLONG,  dealer  in  general  merchan- 
dise, of  St.  Lucas,  was  born  in  Belgium, 
on  the  17th  of  March,  1841,  and  his  iwrents, 
John  and  Jennie  (Lochrohr)  Blong,  were 
natives  of  the  same  place;  the  father  born  in  1805, 
and  the  mother  in  1808.  The  family  came  to 
America  in  1855  when  our  subject  was  a  lad  of 
fourteen  years,  locating  in  Port  AVashington,  Wis., 
where  the  father  died  in  1865.  His  wife,  who  long 
survived  him,  died  at  the  same  pl.ace  in  1886.  In 
their  family  were  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  of 
whom  the  eldest,  John,  is  married  and  living  in 
Wiiniesheik  County,  Iowa,  with  his  family  of  seven 
children  and  devotes  himself  to  farming;  Katie  is 
tlie  widow  of  Theo.  Kllentiecker,  of  Jlilwaukee 
County,  Wis.;  Joseph  is  the  next  younger:  Am- 
brose is  now  living  in  the  Black  Hills;  John  B.,  who 
is  a  widower,  spends  the  greater  part  of  his  time  in 
traveling,  having  no  permanent  home;  Margaret  is 
the  wife  of  Nicholas  Ellenbecker,  deceased.  She  is 
the  3'oungest  in  the  family  and  resides  in  Port 
Washington,  Wis. 

As  before  stated  Joseph  Blong  was  a  lad  of  four- 
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teen  summers  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  on 
a  long  voyage  across  the  Atlantic  and  became  a  cit- 
izen of  the  United  States.  Ho  worked  in  llie  cop- 
per mines  of  Michigan  for  a  time  and  afterword 
followed  the  business  of  a  farm  laborer  until  about 
twelve  years  ago  when,  having  through  thrift  and 
industry,  acquired  some  capital,  he  located  in  St. 
Lucas,  Iowa,  and  opened  a  general  store  which  he 
now  operates.  He  keeps  in  stock  a  general  line 
of  dry-goods,  groceries,  provisions,  crockery,  no- 
tions, boots  and  shoes,  etc.  He  has  a  good  location 
and  is  receiving  a  liberal  share  of  the  public  i)at- 
roiiage,  having  built  up^in  excellent  trade. 

Mr.  Blong  was  married  in  1867,  when  he  formed 
a  matrimonial  alliance  witli  Christiana  Hovertha, 
the  wedding  being  celebrated  at  Belgium,  Wis.  The 
lady  was  born  in  F" ranee  in  18-12,  and  came  to 
America  with  her  parents  in  1865,  locating  in 
Wisconsin,  where  she  lived  until  her  marriage.  By 
this  union  have  been  born  nine  children,  seven  of 
whom  are  yet  living — Nicholas,  the  eldest,  died 
in  infancy;  Mathias,  who  was  born  in  Wisconsin  in 
1870,  is  now  employed  in  a  flouring  mill  in  Auburn, 
Iowa;  Katie,  born  in  1872  died  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen years;  Margaret,  Lizzie,  Burdice,  Theo<lore. 
Barbara  and  Gertrude  are  all  at  home  and  attend- 
ing school.  The  children  enjoy  su|)erlor  educa- 
tional advantages,  having  the  benefit  of  the  pub- 
lic school  where  they  are  drilled  in  the  English 
branches  and  of  the  church  school,  where  they  are 
taught  the  German  language  together  with  other 
matters  essential  to  their  religious  education.  The 
family  is  well  and  favorably  known  throughout  the 
community  and  Air.  Blong  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  leading  business  men  of  St.  Lucas. 


-oto-^^<;^^-o^- 


HAULKS  DANIEL  SHAMBAUGII,  one  of 
the  i)ioiieers  of  Brush  Creek  still  residing  in 
^^J  that  place,  was  born  in  Frederick  County, 
Va.,  December  31,  1812,  and  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and 
Mary  (Barrow)  Shambaugli.  His  paternal  great- 
grandfather was  an  officer  of  the  French  Gorern- 
jnent    and    was  stationed  on  the   Rliine  in  France. 


His  religious  views  were  Protestant  and  becoming 
dissatislied  with  the  religious  intolerance  of  his  na- 
tive land,  he  emigrated  to  America.  His  son, 
Daniel  Sliambaugh,  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  participating  in  the  famous  battle  of  Brandy- 
wine  and  afterwards  settled  in  Pennsylvania.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  that  State  in  1777, 
and  when  twelve  years  of  age  accompanied  his 
|)aients  to  Virginia,  the  family  locating  near  Win- 
chester. He  was  a  farmer  by  occui)ation  and  fol- 
lowed tliat  business  during  the  greater  part  of  his 
life.  Becoming  acquainted  with  Miss  Barrow, 
they  were  afterwards  married  and  removed  from 
the  mountainous  part  of  Virginia  to  the  Shenan- 
doah Valley.  The  lady  was  born  near  Winchester, 
was  ten  years  older  than  her  husband  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Capt.  Barrow,  a  gentleman  of  English 
descent,  who  served  at  Winchester  under  Washing- 
ton. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sliambaugh  became  parents  of 
six  children  but  only  two  are  living:  Mazy  J.  who 
resides  in  Brush  Creek;  and  Charles  D.  of  this 
sketch.  The  father  died  in  the  Shenandoah  ^^alley, 
in  1855,  and  the  mother  departed  this  life  in  Brush 
Creek,  in  her  eighty-third  year.  Both  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  Church,  and  he  was  a  Demo- 
crat in  politics. 

Under  the  parental  roof  our  subject  was  rearefl 
to  manhood  an<l  his  time  was  spent  mostly'  iu  farm 
work  or  in  attendance  at  the  district  schools  of  the 
neighborhood.  Like  a  dutiful  son,  he  assisted  his 
father  until  he  attained  his  majority,  wlien  he  began 
life's  battle  for  himself.  As  a  hel|)mate  on  life's 
journej',  he  chose  Miss  Mary  J.  Sliambaugh,  a  na- 
tive of  Virginia,  tlie  wedding  being  celebrated  in 
February,  1835.  Unto  thcin  were  born  two  chil- 
dren: Martha  E.  and  Matilda  M.,  both  now 
deceased.  The  mother  died  March  27,  1839,  and 
on  the  22nd  of  June,  1847,  iMr.  Shamltaugh  wedded 
Sarah  E.  Guyer,  who  was  born  in  Vorkshiie,  Eng- 
land, January  7,  1826.  and  in  1821)  came  with  her 
mother,  Mary  (Bell)  (xuyer,  to  America.  Her 
father,  Ishmael  Guyer,  died  in  England  and  with 
her  seven  children  his  widow  crossed  the  Atlantic, 
locating  near  Middletuwn,  Va.  Of  the  family  only 
two  are  now  living:  Mrs.  Margaret  Larrick.  of  Shel- 
b}'  County,  Mo.,  and  the  wife  of  oursubject.  One 
of  the  family.  Dr.  John  S.  Guyer,  deceased,  of  Mid- 
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rtlelown,  served  in  the  Fifty-First  Regiment  in  the 
late  war  as  Brigade  Surgeon. 

Afler  his  niarri.agc,  Mr.  .Shambaiigii  gave  Ills 
altcntion  to  farming  in  the  Slienandoali  Valley  un- 
til he  emigrated  to  Fayette  County,  Iowa.  He  has 
crossed  the  Allegheny  Mountains  fourteen  limes, 
his  first  trip  being  on  horseback.  In  1853  he  and 
his  brother  Thomas  together  witli  five  companions 
came  to  lo«va  on  a  prospecting  tour,  viewed  the 
country  and  left  money  with  Judge  William  Levell 
who  entered  land  for  them  in  Putnam  Township. 
In  the  fall  of  1885,  the  fShambaugh  brothers  with 
their  families  became  residents  of  Dubuque,  Iowa, 
and  the  following  year  removed  to  P>rush  Creek- 
buying  of  Charles  and  David  Moe  the  greater  part 
of  what  now  constitutes  the  site  of  the  village.  Mr. 
Shambaugh  h.as  often  plowed  the  land  upon  which 
the  town  now  stands.  He  can  remember  when  all 
the  country  round  about  was  in  its  primitive  con- 
dition, not  a  furrow  having  been  turned  or  an  im- 
provement made,  and  with  the  history  of  the 
upbuilding  and  development  of  the  county  he  has 
been  identified.  The  brothers  kept  adding  to  their 
possessions  until  they  owned  some  nine  hundied 
acres  and  four  liundred  acres  of  good  land  now  pay 
tribute  to  our  subject.  In  March,  185G,  they  open- 
ed a  store  in  Brush  Creek,  where  with  the  exception 
of  about  seven  years  Charles  D.  has  since  carried 
on  operations.  On  beginning  life  in  this  county 
his  home  was  a  log  cabin  with  little  furniture  hut 
long  since  it  has  been  replaced  by  a  commodious 
and  substantial  residence,  supplied  with  all  the  com- 
forts and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  .Shambaugh  were  born  twelve 
children:  .Tacob  G.,  who  is  a  partner  in  his  father's 
store;  Plary  J.,  widow  of  Charles  Showaltci';  Ira 
E.,  a  commercial  traveller  who  married  Emma  Moy- 
er;  Charles  A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years; 
Emma  E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years ;  Marion 
S.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  months;  Sarah  B., 
wife  of  James  K.  Fisher;  Fannie  M.,  wife  of  Wil- 
liam Gundlach ;  Linda  A.,  Matlie  B.,  Thomas  N. 
who  married  Louisa  M.  Carpenter,  and  Maggie  A. 

The  parents  of  this  family  are  charter  members 
of  the  Christian  Church  of  Brush  Creek,  which  w.is 
established  in  1858,  and  for  twenty-seven  years  he 
has  been  one  of  its  elders.     Politically  he  has  been 


a  lifelong  Democrat,  having  cast  his  first  vote  for 
Van  Buren,  but  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for 
otHce.  However,  he  served  as  a  member  of  the 
first  County  Board  of  Supervisors  and  two  years 
after  the  expiration  of  that  term  was  again  re-elected 
but  resigned  aljout  the  middle  (if  the  second  term. 
For  nineteen  years  he  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace 
in  Virginia,  being  appointed  to  the  position  by  the 
(iovernor  and  after  the  law  was  changed,  making 
it  an  elective  office,  he  was  the  people's  choice. 
For  thirty-four  years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shambaugli 
have  made  their  home  in  Fayette  County  and  the 
friends  of  this  worthy  and  honored  couple  are 
many. 


OHN  T.  GAGER  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm 
of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  on  section  9, 
Bethel  Township,  which  has  been  his  home 
since  1872.  The  land  is  tlivided  into  fields 
of  convenient  size,  which  have  been  placed  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  the  farm  is  improved 
with  all  modern  accessories.  It  has  a  good  resi- 
dence, barns  and  other  outbuildings,  fine  grades  of 
stock  are  there  raised  and  the  entire  surroundings 
indicate  the  care  and  supervision  of  a  thrifty  man- 
ager. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Barker  Township,  Broome 
County,  N.  Y.,  November  11,  1840,  and  is  the 
fourth  child  in  a  family  of  ten  children.  On  both 
the  paternal  an'l  maternal  side  he  is  descended 
from  respected  families  of  English  origin,  which, 
in  Colonial  days,  were  founded  in  this  country. 
His  father,  Ambrose  S.  Gager,  w.is  born  in  Otsego, 
N.  Y..  in  1812,  and  in  the  same  year  his  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Amanda  Thurston,  first 
opened  her  eyes  to  the  light  of  day  in  Chenango 
County,  N.  Y.  She  is  still  living  and  makes  her 
home  in  Boerne,  Kendall  County,  Tex.,  but  the 
husband  died  at  Downer's  Grove,  Du  Page  County, 
111.,  in  1871.  Harrison,  their  eldest  child,  and 
Martha,  the  second,  died  in  infancy;  Anna  M., 
who  was  born  in  New  York,  in  1837,  is  the  wife  of 
George  Groupe,  with  whom  she  removed  in  1880 
to  Kenoma,  Mo.,  where  they  live  with  their  two 
children:    John  T.  is  the  next  younger;    Charles 
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M.,  born  April  14,  1843,  is  married  and  resides  in  \ 
Bethel  Township;  Joshua  R.,  horn  October  4, 
1845,  is  married  and  resides  in  Aurora,  111.,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  farming  and  jobbing,  owning  one 
hundred  acres,  partly  within  the  city  limits;  Mary 
C,  who  was  born  April  27,  1848,  became  the  wife 
of  James  Sucher,  of  Downer's  Grove,  111.,  and  died 
of  cancer  of  the  stomach  July  30,  1885,  leaving 
three  children;  Lydia  M.,  born  in  New  York  in 
1850,  is  the  wife  of  George  H.  Talmage,  and  the 
mother  of  two  children,  their  home  being  in  San 
Marcus,  Tex.,  where  Mr.  Talmage  owns  a  fine  resi- 
dence and  also  one  at  Hinsdale,  near  Chicago,  III.; 
Abbie,  born  in*1853,  is  the  wife  of  Daniel  Foote, 
by  whom  she  has  one  child,  and  they  reside  in 
Boerne,  Tex.,  her  mother  making  her  home  with 
them;  Ambrose  S.,  born  in  York,  111.,  in  1855,  wjxs 
married  in  Missouri  to  Miss  Maggie  Grimes  and 
resides  in  Boerne,  Tex.,  with  his  wife  and  one 
child. 

During  the  boyhood  of  our  .subject  his  family 
removed  to  Illinois,  locating  in  Downer's  Grove, 
where,  after  he  had  attained  to  man's  estate,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  F.  Austin,  the 
wedding  taking  place  October  29,  1865.  She  was 
born  December  23,  1841,  in  New  York,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Burgess  and  Lucinda  (Jenks)  Austin, 
the  former  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  latter 
of  the  Empire  State.  In  their  family  were  five 
children  of  whom  Sarah  F.  is  third  in  order  of 
birth.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gager  have  been  born  ten 
children — Clara  A.,  born  July  27,  1866,  has  been 
engaged  in  leaching  in  the  schools  of  this  county; 
Clarence  11.,  born  October  30,  1867,  married  Eliza 
Miller  and  resides  on  a  farm  adjoining  the  old 
homestead;  Charles  G.,  born  September  4,  1869, 
is  at  home;  Ada  L.,  born  April  21,  1871,  died  of 
diphtheria,  April  28,  1878;  Edith,  born  March  11, 
1873,  died  on  the  13th  of  September  following  of 
cholera  infantum;  Eva  M.,  born  August  16,  1874; 
George  T„  born  October  13,  1876,  died  May  18, 
1877;  Alice  M.,  born  July  2,  1878;  and  Elmer  E. 
and  Ernest  li.,  twins,  born  November  29,  1881. 
The  mother  of  this  family  died  September  28, 
1886,  of  quick  consumjjtion,  and  on  the  2nd  of 
September,  1888,  Mr.  Gager  wedded  Mrs.  Sarah 
A.  Paul,  widow  of  Oscar  S.  Piiul,  a  native  of  Mon- 


roe County,  N.  Y.  She  was  born  October  17, 
1835,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Oliver  and  Catherine 
(Spears)  Perkins.  Her  father  was  born  in  Rhode 
Island  in  1800,  and  her  mother,  a  nati\e  of  the 
Empire  State,  was  born  in  1808.  Sarah  A.  Perkins 
became  the  wife  of  Oscar  S.  Paul  in  1853,  and 
unto  them  were  born  five  children,  all  yet  living — 
Edward  M.,  Carrie  R.,  Frank  M.,  Laura  A.  and 
Kittle  A.  Mr.  Paul  died  of  ty[)hoid  fever  in  Wal- 
worth County,  Wis.,  in  1876. 

VVHien  our  country  was  engulfed  in  Civil  War, 
Mr.  Gager  offered  his  services  to  help  crush  out 
the  Rebellion,  enlisting  at  York,  111,  July  29,  1862, 
as  a  member  of  Company  B,  One  Hundred  and  Fifth 
Illinois  Infantry.  The  regiment  w.as  assigned  to 
duty  with  the  Army  of  the  Ohio.  In  the  fall  of 
1862  the  troops  went  on  a  forced  march  from 
Louisville  to  Frankfort,  Ky.,  arriving  just  in  time 
to  save  the  railroad  bridge  from  burning.  Leaving 
there,  they  participated  in  the  campaign  of  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee  by  the  invasion  of  Bragg  and  Mor- 
gan, the  entire  fall  of  1862,  marched  to  Scottville, 
thence  to  Bowling  Green,  and  at  length  to  Galla- 
tin, Tenn.,  where  they  guarded  the  south  tunnel 
on  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Railroad.  They 
participated  in  the  engagements  at  Leverne  and 
Murfreesboro  and  garrisoned  Ft.  Negley  at  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.,  during  the  winter  of  1863-4.  After- 
wards the  One  Hundred  and  Fifth  Illinois  joined  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland  and  subsequently  was 
with  the  Army  of  Georgia,  participating  in  the 
engagements  at  Resaca,  Burnt  Hickory,  Kenesaw 
Mountain,  Peach  Tree  Creek  and  the  battles  inci- 
dent to  the  siege  and  capture  of  Atlanta  and  the 
Atlanta  campaign.  Mr.  Gager  enjoys  the  distinc- 
tion of  having  been  one  of  "Sherman's  Bummers," 
and  followed  Sherman  to  the  sea,  and  back  to 
Washington,  where  he  took  part  in  the  Grand 
Review  of  the  victorious  armies.  The  One  Hun- 
dred and  Fifth  Regiment  began  duty  at  Louisville, 
Ky.,  and  was  mustered  out  of  service  at  Washing- 
ton. Our  subject  was  honorably  discharged  near 
the  Capital  City  on  the  7th  of  June,  1865,  after 
having  faithfully  served  his  country  for  three 
years. 

Mr.  Gager  returned  to  the  parental  home  at 
York.  III.,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  and  in  October 
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following  was  married.  He  devoted  liimself  assid- 
uously to  farraino;  upon  hind  vviiich  was  purchased 
with  tiic  savings  of  his  army  salary,  and  in  1872 
came  to  Fayette  County,  locating  on  a  farm  wiiich 
has  since  been  his  home.  He  is  a  stalwart  Repub- 
lican in  politics  and  has  taken  an  active  interest  in 
cverj'thing  calculated  to  enhance  the  interests  of 
the  country.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church  and  are  respected  citizens 
of  the  community,  held  high  in  the  esteem  of  their 
many  friends.  He  belongs  to  Hawkeye  Post,  No. 
289,  G.  A.  R.,  and  was  formerly  a  member  of  the 
Patrons  of  Husbandry.  The  young  people  belong 
to  the  Good  'J'emplars  of  Alpha. 


LEXANi:)i-:R    McMillan,  a  retired  far- 
v^yLlll     nier  and  early  settler   of  .Scott   Township, 


14  residing  on  section  27,  is  one  of  the  wcl 
known  citizens  of  this  community  and  his 
sketch  will  tbcrefore  be  received  witli  inl,crcst  by 
many  of  our  readers.  He  was  liorn  on  one  of  the 
western  islands  of  Argyleshire,  Scotland,  in  Sep- 
teml)er,  1813,  and  in  1820,  when  seven  years  of  age, 
accompanied  his  parents  on  their  emigration  to 
America,  landing  in  North  Caiolina,  where  the 
family  resided  for  eight  years  and  where  the  father 
of  our  subject,  Alexaiuler  McMillan,  Sr.,  died. 
Contact  with  the  prevailing  institution  of  slavery 
became  distasteful  to  the  liberty  loving  Scotch  fam- 
ily and  In  1828  they  removed  to  Canada,  settling 
near  Lake  SImcoe,  where  our  subject  followed  the 
life  of  a  farmer,  developing  and  Improving  a  farm 
In  that  heavily  timbered    wilderness. 

In  .January,  1848,  while  there  residing,  Mr.  Mc- 
Millan was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Catherine 
Cam|)bell.  who  was  born  In  the  same  part  of  Scot- 
land as  her  husband.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
passed  away  ere  the  return  of  the  family  to  the 
United  States,  and  was  laid  to  rest  near  their  home. 
Unto  I\h'.  and  Mrs.  McMillan  were  born  ten  chil- 
dren—  Archibald,  who  resided  on  the  old  home 
place;  Robeit,  who  Is  living  near  his  fathei-;  .lolui, 
!i(jw  employed  in  the  State  Asylum  at  Independence; 
Ihigli,  at  home;  William,  at  home;  Annie,   married 


W.  B.  Miller,  is  now  a  resident  of  Winthrop,  Iowa; 
Kate,  wife  of  Thomas  Hoorl,  and  Flora,  wife  of 
Fraid<  Garrett,  both  residipg  In  Kansas;  Belle,  at 
home;  and  Mar^',  wife  of  Pbineas  C.  James,  a  promi- 
nent farmer  of  Scott  Township.  The  children 
have  all  received  good  educations,  lilting  them  for 
useful  lives  and  for  the  success  which  they  have 
already  begun  to  achieve. 

Mr.  McMillan  resided  in  Canada,  following  the 
occupation  of  farming  until  1865,  when  he  decided 
to  come  to  the  United  States,  since  the  slave  power, 
which  had  formerly  threatened  to  overrun  the 
whole  country,  had  received  its  death  blow.  The 
first  four  years  of  his  residence  in  Iowa  were  spent 
near  Independence,  Buchanan  County.  In  1870  he 
purchased  land  in  Scott  Township,  Fayette  County, 
and  has  since  here  resided,  but  has  now  retired  from 
active  farm  work,  giving  the  care  of  his  lanii  into 
the  charge  of  his  sons  who  own  and  operate  four 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  thatareunder  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.  He  Is  a  self-made  man  In  the  full- 
est sense  of  the  word.  He  received  onl\'  meager 
educational  advantages  under  the  subscription 
school  system  of  Carolina,  but  though  his  oppor- 
tunities were  limited,  he  made  the  most  of  them, 
and  by  lnde|)endent  study  and  extensive  readlu"' 
has  acquired  a  more  than  ordinary  fund  of  inform- 
ation and  knowledge.  While  a  boy  in  North 
Carolina  be  imbibed  a  hatred  of  slavery  and,  though 
residing  In  Canada,  he  kept  himself  well  informed 
concerning  the  growth  of  that  institution  and  Ihe 
rise  of  the  movement  that  resulted  In  Its  ovcrllii-ow. 
Thus  when  he  cast  bis  lot  with  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  he  found  himself  no  slianger  to  our 
history  and  our  institutions.  He  and  his  family 
are  of  the  Presbyterian  faith  and  are  active  mem- 
bers of  the  Union  Church  at  Stanley. 

From  boyhood  our  subject  has  been  intei-eslcd  in 
political  questions.  John  ijulncy  Adams  was  Pres- 
ident when  he  lirst  felt  a  concern  regarding  public 
matters.  From  that  time  he  has  kept  himself  well 
Informed  on  all  Issues  of  the  day  and  with  the  mar-  ' 
velous  development  of  the  whole  country  as  well. 
His  abolition  sentiments  naturally  made  him  a 
I!epubll("in  and  he  t;ast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  (i rant,  since  vvhirli  tirrio  he  has  supported  the 
Republican  party  with  the  exception  of  one  year, 
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when  lie  vote(]  for  Weaver  and  Hiitler,  the  Green- 
hack  candidates.  He  has  served  as  Township  Trustee 
five  or  six  years,  one  term  as  'l'ownslii|)  C'lerl<,  has 
twice  been  elected  Jiistiec  of  the  Peace,  and  in  fact 
lias  filled  all  school  and  township  oHices.  He  was 
recently  elected  .lusU'ce  of  the  Peace  for  the  tliird 
time.  Mr.  McMillan  came  to  Iowa  with-  limited 
means,  but  by  energy,  economy  and  hard  work, 
combined  with  shrewd  business  management,  he 
and  his  sons  now  rank  amonij  tlie  substantial  farm- 
ers and  business  men  of  the  count)'.  He  has  an 
extensive  acquaintance  and  hosts  of  friends  among 
tlie  representative  men  of  the  county,  and  probably 
not  an  enemy  in  the  world.  Among  the  honored 
pioneers  of  Northeastern  Iowa  none  stand  higher 
in  the  esteem  of  their  fellow-townsmen  than  Alex- 
ander McMillan. 


'\T/OHN  WKSLKY  HAZEN,  wlio  is  engaged 
in  the  grocery  business  in  Brush  Creek,  was 
born  in  lUjria  Township,  Erie  County,  on 
the  1st  of  October,  1834,  and  is  tlieyouii":- 
est  but  one  in  a  family  of  seven  childien,  whose 
parents  were  Hart  and  Harriet  (Adams)  Hazen. 
lie  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  Colonial  days  when 
three  brothers  by  the  name  of  Hazen,  men  of  En- 
glish birth,  braved  the  dangers  of  an  ocean  voj'- 
age  to  make  homes  for  themselves  in  the  New 
World.  The}'  settle<l  in  Connecticut  and  one  of 
them,  Thomas  Hazen,  is  the  grandfatiier  of  our 
subject.  His  father  was  born  in  Connecticut,  Jan- 
uary 23,  1798,  was  reared  to  farm  life  and  after 
attaining  to  mature  years  used  that  pursuit  as  the 
means  whereby  he  provided  for  the  support  of 
himself  and  family.  When  about  twelve  j^eais  of 
age  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Courtland 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  became  acquainted  with 
and  wedded  Miss  Adams,  a  native  of  that  State. 
In  after  years  they  removed  to  Ohio  an<l  in  1835 
became  residents  of. La  Grange  County,  Ind.,  where 
Mr.  Hazen  entered  land  from  the  Government. 
His  wife  was  not  long  permitted  to  enjoy  her  new 
home,  dying  in  La  Grange  Connt.\-  the  fouith 
year  after  their  arrival  in  the  West.     In    1845   he 


went  to  Branch  County,  Mich.,  where  he  mar- 
ried IMrs.  Kaehel  Marvin,  and  in  186G  the}-  came 
to  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  but  returned  to  Michi- 
gan where  his  second  wife  died.  Since  that  time 
i\Ir.  Hazen  has  made  his  home  with  our  subject 
until  his  death  February  2,  1891,  he  having  the 
distinction  of  being  the  oldest  man  living  in  Fay- 
ette County  at  that  time,  lieing  in  his  ninety-third 
year.  While  residing  in  Michigan  he  served  sev- 
eral years  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  on  the  rise 
of  the  Republican  [larty  left  the  ranks  of  the  old 
Democratic  [)arty  and  supported  the  former  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death.  Two  children  of  his  first 
marriage  yet  survive:  Edward  A.,  a  Methodist 
minister  of  California:  and  John  Wesley.  By  the 
second  marriage  there  is  one  daughter  living,  Mrs. 
Margery  ^'elzy,  of  Tower  City,  N.  Dak. 

In  the  common  schools  our  subject  received  his 
education  and  upon  his  father's  farm  the  da3's  of 
his  boyhood  and  youth  were  passed,  aiding  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  land  until  he  had  attained  his 
majority  when  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself. 
For  a  time  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand  as  $12  per 
month  and  then  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
for  himself.  A  marriage  ceremony  performed  in 
Branch  County,  Mich.,  on  the  10th  of  January, 
1860,  united  the  destinies  of  Mv.  Hazen  and  Miss 
Delilah  L.  Ilulse,  a  native  of  Herkimer  County, 
N.  Y.,  born  in  1837.  Their  union  was  blessed 
with  six  children  but  two  died  in  infancy,  and 
llattie  M.,  the  eldest,  died  at  the  .age  of  twenty- 
three  years;  Julia  L.  is  now  the  wife  of  Abraham 
Heath,  a  resident  of  this  county;  William  L.  is 
engaged  in  farming  in  F'airfield  Township;  and 
Rachel,  the  youngest,  is  at  home  with  her  parents. 
In  September,  1861,  Mr.  Hazen  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany C,  of  the  State  Cavalry,  and  served  for  three 
months,  but  was  mustered  out  before  being  assigned 
to  a  regiment.  In  1863  became  to  Iowa  and  for 
six  years  engaged  in  farming  in  Delaware  County, 
after  which  in  1869  he  came  to-  this  county,  locat- 
ing in  Scott  Township,  where  for  some  years  he 
successfully  operated  a  farm  of  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres.  He  still  owns  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  within  a  half  mile  of  Brush  Creek  that  yields 
him  a  fair  income.  Layingaside  the  duties  and  cares 
of  farm  life  in  1887  he  came  to   Brush   Creek  and 
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embarked  in  merohandising,  Tslnce  which  lime  lie 
lias  done  a^lloiuisliing  trade  in  the  grocery  business. 
He  is  recognized  as  a  successful  and  enterprising 
business  man  and  a  progressive  cilizen_wiio  lias  tlie 
interests  of  both  town  and  county  at  heart.  Politi- 
cally lie  is  a  Kepubliean,  socially  is  a  member  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  both  he  and 
his  wifejare  connected  with  the  Methodist  Churcli, 
in  which  he  has  served  as  Trustee  and  Class- 
Leader. 


^- 


-^-^^^ 


2-9)  G.  ALLEN  is  a  progressive  and  public- 
spirited  man  wiio  now  devotes  his  attention 
^  to  farming  on  sectionj21,  Fairfield  Town- 
ship, where  ho  has  a  beautiful  home  pleasantly 
located.  A  native  of  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  he 
was  born  in  March,  1822,  and  the  family  from 
whicli  he  is  descended  was  connected  with  that  to 
which  Etlian  Allen  l)elonged.  His  father  .Samuel 
Allen,  was  horn  in  Herkimer  County, LN.  Y.,  but 
when  a  young  man  went  to  OneidaCCount^',  where 
he  became  acquainted  with  and  wedded  Elvira 
P.lair  whose  entire  life  was  spent  in  that  county. 
His  death  occurred  April  7,  1857,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-six  years  and  she  died  October  29,  1871,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  Mr.  Allen  was  long  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  took  an  active 
part  in  its  work  and  everything  connected  with  its 
u|)building.  In  politics  he  was  a  stanch  Whig.  In 
the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  five  children  : 
Sartdi,  born  January  1,  1825,  died  in  Wisconsin,  in 
1855;  Emily  P.,  November  3,  1828,  died  in  Ilard- 
ington.  Neb.;  Dwiglit  B.,  born  March  1,  1824,  is 
living  in  Manchester  Cit}',  Iowa;  and  Sophronia  E., 
born  September  10,  1831),  is 'a  resident  of  Three 
Rivers,  Mich. 

In  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads  our  subject 
spent  the  days  of  his  boyliood  and  youth,  and  in  the 
district  schools  of  the  neighborhood  acquiied  his 
education.  He  remained  at  home  until  married 
and  then  bought  part  of  his  father's  land.  A  wed- 
ding ceremony  performed  on  September  24,  184G, 
united  the  destinies  of  Mr.  Allen  and  Jliss  Emily 
Osborne,  a  native  of  Fairfax,  Vt.,  who  at  the  age 
of  nine  years   was  taken   by   her  parents  to    New 


York,  where  her  girlhood  days  were  passed.  By 
their  union  have  been  born  seven  children:  Theo- 
dore A.,  born  in  New  York,  July  21,  1847,  is  one 
of  the  most  skillful  engineers  in  the  country  and 
holds  the  responsible  position  of  chief  engineer  on 
the  Evansville  k  Terre  Haute  Railroad ;  Seth,  born 
November  24,  1848,  in  New  York,  is  living  in  Day 
County,  Dak.;  Mary  E.,  born  February  2,  1853,  be- 
came the  wife  of  Charles  H.  Fitch  of  Anoka,  Minn.. 
May  25,  1S73;  Derrick  B.,  born  in  New  York  May 
17,  1855,  is  a  painter  of  Anoka,  Minn.;  Elvin  D., 
born  January  1,  1860,  in  Fairfield  Townsliip,marricd 
Maggie  Rolfe,  a  native  of  Wisconsin,  and  is  living 
in  this  county  ;  Oscar  Jed,  born  November  11,  1861, 
died  March  27,  1874;  Elsie,  born  March  13,  1871,  is 
teaching  school  in  Anoka,  Minn.  The  children 
were  all  provided  with  good  educational  advan- 
tages and  [lursued  the  studies  of  the  higher  schools. 

The  year  1856  witnessed  the  arrival  of  Mr. 
Allen  and  his  family  in  Fayette  County.  One  win- 
ter they  spent  in  a  log  house  owned  by  Mr.  Wal- 
rath,  after  which  the  husband  and  father  purchased 
a  small  piece  of  land  and  in  company  with  Isaac 
Walrath  built  a  steam  mill  which  he  operated  for 
twelve  years,  since  which  time  he  has  given  Ids 
attention  principally  to  farming.  He  is  now  the 
owner  of  one  hundred  acres  of  good  land,  inchiding 
thirty  acres  of  sugar  maples,  from  which  he  makes 
and  exports  pure  maple  syrup.  Ever  since  his 
arrival  here  he  has  been  recognized  as  one  of  the 
leading  and  enterprising  men  of  the  connly.  He 
was  one  of  the  moving  spirits  and,  in  fact,  the 
projector  of  the  Davenport  it  St.  Paul  Railroad. 
He  w.as  one  of  the  original  incorporators  ami  a 
stockholder  to  the  extent  of  $10,000.  Through 
his  inlliicnce  the  road  was  located  in  Brush  Creek 
and  he  look  a  contract  for  building  five  miles.  He 
spent  three  years  iii  work  in  behalf  of  thecompany 
besides  the  ^10,000,  all  of  which  was  lost  in  the 
failure  of  the  company,  the  loss  falling  very  heav- 
ily upon  Mr.  Allen  because  certain  parties  who  had 
promised  to  stand  by  him  failed  to  keep  their  word 
when  adversity  overtook  him.  He  is  a  vigorous 
man,  of  soiin<l  judgment,  good  business  ability  and 
unijuestioned  integrity. 

Mr.    Allen    ami   his    wife  are    members    of    the 
Methodist  Church    of   Brush    Creek   and   take    au 
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active  interest  in  the  church  work,  earnestly  labor- 
ing in  the  Master's  vineyard.  He  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  Henry  Clay  and  remained  a 
Whig  until  the  dissolution  of  that  party,  since 
which  time  he  lias  been  an  indexible  adherent  of 
the  Republican  party.  He  feels  a  deep  interest  in 
its  success  and  keeps  well  informed  on  all  public 
issues  but  has  never  sought  office.  Wliat  Mr.  Alien 
has  done  for  the  upbuilding  and  progress  of  Fayette 
County  cannot  be  estimated,  for  lie  has  labored  un- 
tiringly, yet  quietly,  not  lieing  a  man  to  do  a  good 
action  and  then  boast  of  it.  He  is  respected  by  all 
who  know  liini.  honored  by  many  and  loved  by  his 
friends. 

/p^EORGE  HARRISON,  one  of  the  pioneer 
jll  (_-,  settlers  of  the  county  now  engaged  in  gcn- 
^^^  eral  farming  on  section  17,  Smithfield 
Townshij),  was  born  in  Leeds,  England,  on  the  3d 
of  July,  1840,  and  is  a  son  of  Simeon  Harrison,  also 
a  native  of  Leeds,  where  he  was  l)orn  and  reared 
and  learned  the  trade  of  a  machinist.  He  married 
Miss  Harriet  Lee.  and  after  the  liirtii  of  tiieir  first 
cliild  tliej'  emigrated  to  America  in  1842,  locating 
in  LocUburn,  Ohio.  After  three  years  they  removed 
to  Waterloo,  .leffcrson  County,  Wis.,  wliere  Mr. 
Harrison  enteied  land  from  the  Government  and 
developed  a  farm  in  the  midst  of  the  timber.  He 
spent  ten  years  at  that  ))lace  and  ten  years  in 
Adams  County,  Wis.,  after  whieli  in  186.5,  he  came 
to  Iowa  locating  u|)on  a  farm  where  his  son  now 
lives.  Subsequently  selling  he  removed  to  May- 
nard  in  187G  and  there  spent  his  remaining  days, 
his  death  occurring  on  the  lOtli  of  October,  1884, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-eigl)t  years.  His  wife  is  still 
living  and  makes  her  home  in  Maj'nard.  He  was 
a  man  of  unbounded  energy  wlio  educated  iiimself 
in  night  schools  and  by  his  own  efforts  worked  his 
w.iy  upward  to  a  position  of  affluence.  His  lionesty 
was  proverbial;  lie  was  prompt  to  pay  his  debts  and 
only  twice  in  his  life  was  he  ever  dunned  and  it 
happened  tliat  neither  of  those  accounts  did  lie  owe. 
On  national  issues  he  supported  tiie  Republican 
party  but  at  local  elections  voted  independently, 
taking  into  consideration  only  the  capability  of  the 


nominees.  As  before  stated,  our  subject  was  born 
in  England  and  after  the  emigration  of  tlie  parents 
to  this  country  the  family  circle  was  increased  by 
the  birth  of  two  daughters — Eliza,  who  died  in 
childhood  in  Wisconsin;  and  Mrs.  Ellen  Mears,  of 
Harlan  Township. 

George  Harrison  was  reared  to  manhood  amid 
the  ])ioneer  scenes  of  Wisconsin  and  in  the  common 
scliools  became  familiar  with  the  lower  brandies  of 
learning.  At  the  age  of  twenty-four  he  became  a 
member  of  Company  K,  Thirty-Eighth  Wisconsin 
Infantry,  and  was  sent  first  to  Petersburg,  Va., 
■where  he  was  detailed  for  liospital  service  in  the 
Ninth  Army  Corps  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
received  his  discharge  in  June,  1865,  and  with  his 
father  came  to  Iowa  the  same  year.  They  formed 
a  partnership  and  together  engaged  in  farming 
until  1877  when  he  purchased  his  present  farm. 

On  the  13th  of  Febrmry  of  the  same  year  Mr. 
Harrison  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Louisa 
Ranney  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Wisconsin. 
Her  parents,  George  F.  and  Rosiiia  (Leiiner) 
Weber,  were  both  natives  of  Germany  and  in  early 
life  came  to  this  country,  settling  in  the  woods  of 
Ohio.  Afterwards  they  removed  to  Wisconsin  and 
are  still  residents  of  Dane  County.  In  their  fam- 
ily are  ten  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Harrison  is  the 
eldest.  She  was  followed  by  Cora  Edmonds  who 
died  in  Algona,  Iowa,  in  April,  1888;  George,  a 
native  of  Wisconsin  who  went  to  Minnesota  in 
1877,  and  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in  Austin; 
Caroline  who  was  for  eighteen  years  engaged  in 
teaching  and  died  in  Colorado  in  the  summer  of 
1890;  Lewis  who  is  living  in  Alexandria,  Dak.;  Au- 
gustus, who  made  his  home  in  Dane  County;  Annie 
who  has  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  in  Iowa 
and  Wisconsin  ;  Dora,  a  teacher  of  Kossuth  County, 
Iowa;  and  Rosella  and  Lee  at  home.  On  Christ- 
mas day  of  1885,  this  family  held  a  reunion  at 
which  every  member  was  present. 

Since  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harrison  have 
lived  upon-  their  farm  on  section  17,  Smithfield 
Township.  By  her  former  marriage  slie  had  one 
son — George  J.,  who  is  now  pursuing  a  course  of 
study  in  the  Upper  Iowa  University ,of  Fayette.  By 
the  second  union  have  l)ecn  born  Simon  Ilarker  who 
was  born  November  19,  1880;  and  Alfred,  who  wa.s 
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born  December  1,  188!,  and  died  at  the  age  of  two 
years.  The  homo  of  this  family  is  a  ('onifortable 
residence  situated  in  the  midst  of  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  wliose  many  iMii)rovements 
attract  the  notice  of  the  passer-by,  indicating  to 
him  ihe  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  owner.  He  has 
given  close  attention  to  his  business  and  has  there- 
fore prospered.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Harlan 
Creamer\"  Association,  a  meinbpr  of  the  Farmers' 
Mutu.d  Insurance  Company'  and  a  Republican  in 
politics,  having  been  identified  with  that  pai-ty 
since  lie  cast  his  first  vote  for  President  Lincoln. 
He  has  witnessed  many  changes  iu  the  county  and 
has  taken  a  commendable  interest  in  everything 
pertaining  to  its  upbuilding  and  advancement. 
Public  spirited  and  progressive  he  ranks  among  the 
valued  citizens  of  the  townshii)  and  an  upriglitlifc 
has  won  him  man^'  friends  in  social  circles. 


^^= 


E^^^ 


WJi^.  O  B  E  R  r  A  L  E  X  A  N I 

jl!^'  worthy  citizens  vvhosc  lives  have  blessed 
cii  \v  Fayette  County  none  deserves  a  higher  en- 
comium than  Robert  Alexander  and  his  wife 
Elizabeth.  lb;  was  a  man  of  splendid  business 
capacity,  and  of  vast  i)ossessions  accumulated  by 
legitimate  means  which  he  used  iu  a  signal  w.ay  to 
advance  the  cause  of  education  and  Christian  cul- 
ture. He  was  born  near  Knoxvillc,  Tenn.,  May  2, 
1794,  and  in  his  youth  removed  to  within  a  few 
miles  of  Nashville,  where  he  served  an  apprenlice- 
shi|)  to  the  hatter's  trade.  In  1814  he  went  with 
Ills  brother  Tiionias  to  Brooksville,  Franklin  County. 
Ind.,  where  he  divided  his  time  between  his  trade 
and  the  schoolroom.  It  was  there  he  married  Miss 
Elizabetii  Crist,  the  wedding  being  celebrated  April 
•25,  1816.  Tiic  lady  was  born  December  5,  1796,  at 
Lawrenceburg,  Ind.  The  same  year  of  their  mar- 
liage  they  removed  to  Connersvillo,  Ind.,  where  he 
pursued  his  trade  four  years  very  successfully ,after 
whi(!h  he  went  to  Falls  Creek,  near  the  present  city  of 
Indianapolis.  The  extreme  fertility  of  the  .soil  sug- 
gested a  ciiange  of  occupation  and  we  find  him,  about 
that  time,  engaging  in  agricultural  pursuits  but  the 
climate  proved  to   him    unhealthy  and  caused  his 


removal  in  1825  to  LaFayettc,  Ind.  The  journey 
was  made  with  ox-teams  and  on  the  way  he  pur- 
chased api)le  trees  at  Crawfordsville,  that  he  niiglit 
soon  have  a  growing  orchard.  On  arriving  at  La- 
P'ayette,  Ind.  he  liad  §150  in  cash  and  his  hou.se- 
liold  effects  which  he  unloaded  at  the  foot  of  a  tree. 
He  soon  felled  the  tree,  split  rails  and  made  a  pen 
wiiich  he  covered  with  clapboards.  His  prudent 
wife  hung  up  bed  quilts  about  the  [len,  making  it 
like  a  cuzy  playhouse.  Soon  a  hewed  log  cabin  svas 
erected  anil  the  work  of  developing  the  farm  begun. 
.\t  the  end  of  ten  years  he  sold  out  for  §10,000  and 
in  183G  moved  to  Parish  Grove  on  the  great  thor- 
oughfare to  Chicago.  There  he  kept  a  tavern  and 
extensively'  engaged  in  f.uining.  When  the  Black 
Hawk  War  came  on  he  bore  his  part  in  the  struggle, 
as  he  ever  did  when  duty  called  him. 

In  .Tune,  1849,  Mr.  Alexander  arrived  in  tliis 
county  and  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land  to  which 
he  ailded  from  time  to  time  until  he  owned  nine 
thousand  acres.  When  it  was  proposed  to  establish 
a  seminary  in  Fayette,  he  was  one  of  the  very  first 
to  contribute  to  the  enterprise.  His  maiden  dona- 
tion was  -$5,000,  to  which  he  soon  added  an  e(pi;d 
amount.  The  building  was  partly  completed  when 
it  was  found  necessary  to  borrow  $12,000.  Mr. 
Alexander,  being  the  only  man  alile  to  secure  so 
large  amount,  offered  a  mortgage  on  one  thousand 
five  hundred  acres  of  land  as  security,  which  was 
accepted.  Hard  times  came  on,  the  debt  piled 
"mountain  high,"  i«18,000  being  its  total.  By  law 
only  the  fifteen  luindred  acres  could  be  taken,  but 
rather  than  have  the  school  eiicumbered  and  he 
seem  in  any  way  evading  his  obligations,  he  turned 
over  four  thousand  acres  of  his  land.  His  dealings 
were  ever  marked  by  honestj'  and  integrity.  He 
was  accommodating  and  benevolent,  and  as  tiie 
early  settlers  came  into  the  county  he  entertained 
them  and  helped  them  get  locations  without  com- 
pensation. Until  some  sixty  years  of  age  he  made 
no  profession  of  religion;  at  that  time  however,  he 
united  with  the  Methodist  E|)iscopal  Church  and 
lived  consistently  in  that  faith,  as  li's  wife  had  done 
from  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  Politically,  he 
was  an  old-line  Whig  until  tlie  rise  of  the  Republi- 
can party,  to  the  principles  of  which  he  ever  after- 
wards adhered.     He  died  November  23,  1862,  aiic) 
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his  wife  survived  liim  fifteen  years,  djiiifi;  April  1, 
1877.  Slie  was  a  womnn  of  raie  mold,  intensely 
religious,  intelligent,  prudent  and  withal  possessed 
of  great  good  sense.  Of  their  ten  children  only  six 
lived — Mrs.  Sabra  Robertson,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Rob- 
ertson, Noah,  Mrs.  Hannah  Chamberlain,  Mrs.  Eme- 
line  Ilidbert  and  Mrs.  Catherine  Scobey. 


/  OIIN  W.  CLARK  has  been  engaged  in  the 
undertaking  business  since  1887  in  Maj'nard. 
He  also  carries  a  full  and  complete  line  of 
furniture.  He  has  made  his  home  in  the 
county, however, since  1864, when  he  emigrated  from 
Michigan,  settling  on  a  farm  on  section  13,  Harlan 
Township.  He  was  born  in  Sullivan  County,  N.  Y., 
in  1820,  and  reared  to  manhood  in  Allegany 
County.  His  parents  Andrew  and  Eunice  (St. 
John)  Clark,  were  natives  of  New  York,  the  father 
born  A[)ril  9,  1777,  and  the  mother  in  1778.  By 
occupation  he  was  a  farmer,  which  business  he 
followed  throughout  his  entire  life.  He  removed 
to  Allegany  County,  in  1826.  and  erected  a  log 
cabin  in  the  midst  of  a  forest  and  gave  his  atten- 
tion to  the  development  of  the  farm.  His  wife 
died  in  March,  1851,  and  in  the  month  of  August 
following  he  was  laid  by  her  side  in  a  cemetery 
near  their  home.  In  their  family  were  nine 
cliildren  who  grew  to  mature  y ears-Lore tta,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Benjamin  B.  Nelson  and  died 
in  New  York;  Jared  who  married  and  died  in  Linn 
County,  Mo.,  in  1889;  William  who  departed  this 
life  in  New  York;  Sarah,  wife  of  Daniel  Clark,  of 
New  York;  Andrew,  who  married,  came  to  this 
county  in  1854,  and  settled  in  Harlan  Townshiii 
where  his  death  occurred  in  1884;  Polly  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  Edward  Felt,  of  Linn  County, 
Mo.;  Thtresa,  who  became  the  wife  of  Frank 
Hogan  in  Michigan  and  died  in  Missouri;  Ira, 
who  in  1865  became  a  resident  of  this  county 
wiiere  his  death  occurred  in  188G;  and  John  W.  of 
this  sketch. 

Our  subject  is  the   only   surviving  member   of 
the  family  and  therefore  the  duty   of  perpetuating 


their  history  by  written  record  devolves  upon  him. 
As  before  stated  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  were  spent  in  Allegany  County,  N.  Y., 
whither  his  parents  removed  when  he  was  a  lad  of 
six  summers.  He  was  educated  in  the  district 
school  of  the  neighborhood  and  after  attaining  to 
mature  years  was  joined  in  wedlock  in  that  county 
in  1842  with  Miss  Mary  Barnes,  a  native  of  War- 
svickshire,  England,  who  with  her  parents  Edward 
and  Elizabeth  Barnes,  crossed  the  Atlantic  to 
America  at  the  age  of  twelve  years.  The  family 
located  in  the  Empire  State,  where  the  father  and 
mother  both  died.  Mr.  Clark  was  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  his  excellent  wife  in  1851,  her 
death  occurring  on  the  I  1th  of  July,  in  New  York. 
Six  children  were  born  of  that  union-Edward  who 
enlisted  for  the  late  war  in  the  Twelfth  Michigan 
Volunteer  Infantry,  died  at  Memphis,  Tenn,; 
Lydia,  wife  of  Charles  H.  Martin,  is  living  in  Con- 
cord, N.  H.;  John  C.  married  and  now  conducts  a 
livery  barn  in  Fayette  Iowa;  Thomas  who  enlisted 
at  Ogle,  III.,  in  the  Eleventh  Illinois  Infantry', 
after  serving  three  years,  died  while  returning 
home  on  a  furlough;  Lorenzo  is  married  and  re- 
sides in  Harlan  Township,  and  Frank  A.  makes  his 
home  with  our  subject. 

Mr.  Clark  wasmarrie<l  in  1853,  his  second  union 
being  with  Lois  Calkins,  a  native  of  New  York, 
and  a  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Fannie(Troop) 
Calkins,  who  were  also  born  in  that  State.  Her 
father  died  in  New  York,  after  which  her  mother 
removed  to  Jackson  County,  Jlich.  B\'  this  second 
union  has  been  born  one  child-Henry  Alvah,  who 
married  Emma  Flood,  and  resides  in  Maynard, 
where  he  is  doing  a  good  business  at  the  black- 
smith's trade. 

Mr  Clark  first  came  West  in  1855,  locating  in 
Ogle  Count3',  III.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming. 
He  was  afterwards  a  resident  of  Linn  Countv, 
Mo.,  and  from  there  removed  to  Mahaska  County, 
Iowa,  where  he  spent  two  years.  We  next  find 
him  in  Jackson  County,  Mich.,  where  he  made  his 
home  until  1864,  which  year  witnessed  his  arrival 
in  this  county.  He  located  on  section  13,  Harlan 
Township,  where  he  developed  and  imi)roved  a 
good  farm  of  eighty  acres  which  he  still  owns. 
Wishing  to  lay  aside  the  more  arduous  duties  of 
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an  agriculturalist,  be  removed  to  Maynard  in  Sep- 
tember, 1887,  and  embarked  in  the  furniture  and 
undertaliing  business  in  vvliich  lie  has  already  built 
up  a  good  trade.  He  carries  a  full  and  complete 
line  of  furniture  and  by  courteous  treatment  and 
fair  and  honest  dealing  has  secured  a  liberal  patron- 
age. Besides  his  farm  he  owns  a  handsome  house 
in  Maynard.  Mr.  Clark  takes  quite  an  active  in- 
terest in  political  affairs  and  is  a  warm  supporter 
of  the  Republican  parly.  He  has  served  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  School  Board  and  is  a  friend  to  educa- 
tion. Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Good  Templars  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
They  have  led  useful  and  industrious  lives  and 
won  the  esteem  of  their  many  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances. 


eHANCY  BROOKS,  a  retired  farmer  residing 
on  section  12,  Smithfield  Township,  is  the 
'  oldest  pioneer  now  living  in  the  country. 
He  was  l)orn  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y..  Septem- 
ber 18,  1817,  and  is  a  son  of  Benjamin  Brooks. 
His  father  was  born  in  Vermont  about  1781,  and 
was  reared  on  a  farm.  He  removed  to  Lower 
Canada  when  a  3'oung  man  and  there  married  Miss 
Olive  Harris,  daughter  of  Silas  Harris  who  was  of 
Irish  descent,  and  a  native  of  Lower  Canada.  After 
his  marriage  he  took  his  wife  to  New  York,  where 
our  subject  was  born.  In  18 lit,  he  emigrated  to 
Upper  Canada,  from  the  Government  enteied  a 
piece  of  wild  timber  land  which  he  cleared  and  im- 
proved and  there  made  his  home  until  1838,  when 
he  came  to  Iowa,  locating  in  JNIuscatine  County, 
where  he  entered  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
Government  land.  Nineteen  years  were  spent  by 
him  on  lliat  farm  and  in  1857  he  sold  out,  coming 
to  Fayette  County  and  locating  on  a  farni  in  Fair- 
field township,  where  he  died  in  18G4.  He  was  a 
typical  pioneer,  one  wlio  bore  uncomplainingly  the 
trials  and  hardships  of  pioneer  life  and  hail  a  keen 
enjoyment  also  of  its  e.xcitemenls  and  pleasures. 
His  wife  also  died  on  the  old  homestead  in  1871. 
Both  were  for  many  years  faithful  members  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  In  politics  he  was 


a  Democrat  until  the  nomination  of  Lincoln  when 
he  identified  himself  with  the  Republican  parly. 
This  worthy  couple  were  parents  of  thirteen 
children.  John  who  was  born  in  Lower  Canada, 
died  in  Elkader,  Iowa,  while  on  his  way  to  Mc- 
Gregor in  the  winter  of  18G2.  Chancy  of  this 
sketch  is  the  next  younger;  Eliza;  Hiram  was  killed 
by  lightning  in  Fairfield  Township  in  August,  1851 ; 
Jessie  is  now  in  ^Vashinglon;  Benjamin  died  in 
Fairfield  Township  in  December,  18C2,  being  suffo- 
cated by  smoke  in  the  loft  of  his  own  house;  David 
is  now  living  in  Oregon;  Melinda  died  in  Oregon; 
Roxy  resides  in  Washington;  Ileur}'  is  living  iu 
Decatur  County,  Iowa;  Betsy  is  now  deceased; 
Lydia  born  in  Fa3'elte  County  is  now  in  Kansas; 
and  Sarah  is  in  Washington. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our  sub- 
ject who  has  so  long  been  widely  and  favorably 
known  in  this  county.  He  spent  his  boyhood 
da3's  on  a  new  farm  in  Canada  where  he  learned  to 
swing  the  a.x  and  aided  not  a  little  in  clearing  the 
land.  He  advanced  lillle  beyond  the  three  R's  in 
the  school  room  but  his  primarj'  education  has 
been  supplemented  bj-  reading  and  experience  till 
he  became  a  well  inlormed  man.  He  was  about 
twenty-one  years  of  age  when  his  family  came  to 
Iowa.  In  1845  he  settled  in  Linn  County  on  a 
farm  and  on  May  13-1817  came  to  Fajette  Count}'. 
He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Hannah  Casebier, 
a  native  of  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  born  July  22, 
182().  Two  years  later  Mr.  Brooks  sold  his  farm 
and  came  to  Fayette  County,  entering  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land  on  section  12,  Smithfield 
Township  his  present  home.  Indians  were  still 
numerous  in  the  neighborhood  and  there  were  no 
settlers  north  of  the  \'olga,  while  the}'  had  but  two 
neighbors,  John  Brooks  and  Andrew  Ilensley.  In 
the  forty-three  years  that  have  jiassed  since  that 
time,  great  changes  have  come  to  him.  He  has 
made  general  farming  his  business  and  by  careful 
attention  to  ever}'  detail,  industry,  perseverance 
and  good  management  he  has  accpiired  a  handsome 
competence  which  enables  him,  in  his  declining 
j'cars  to  lay  aside  all  business  |)ursuits  and  enjoy 
tlie  fruits  of  former  toil.  When  he  came  to  the 
county  his  possessions  included  only  $300  in  money, 
a     wagon,   two  yoke   of  oxen,    two    two-year  old 
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steers  and  two  cows.  The  flail  and  sickle  were 
riien  used  but  have  long  since  given  place  to  the 
thresher  and  self-binder,  as  the  pioneer  cabin  has 
vanished  before  the  commodious  residence  now  his 
home.  A  life  of  uprightness  has  well  earned  this 
prosperity. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brooks  were  born  the  follow- 
ing children ;  Hiram  H.,  born  in  Linn  County, 
ISLarch  18,  1847,  is  now  a  stockman  in  Montana; 
Amanda,  born  May  10,  1848,  is  now  Mrs.  Newton 
of  Washington;  Eliza  Ann,  born  December  9, 
1849,  Is  the  widow  of  Samuel  Feridaj',  formerly  of 
Smithfield  Township;  Mary,  born  October  12,  1851, 
is  the  wife  of  L.  M.  Stranahan,  of  Smithfield  Town- 
ship; Charles  Henry,  born  August  (J,  1858,  resides 
on  the  old  homestead;  James  C,  born  August  28, 
1857,  married  Sally  Brooks,  and  is  extensively  en- 
gaged in  raising  sheep  and  horses  in  Montana; 
Lydia,  born  May  3,  1861,  married  Melvin  Fuller 
of  Grand  Island,  Neb. ;  .Sarah  O.,  born  December 
15,  1862,  is  the  wife  of  William  Cell  who  operates 
tiie  old  homestead;  Edwina  B.,  born  August  29, 
1865,  is  now  Mrs.  Carpenter,  of  Winnebago  County. 
'I'lie  motlier  t)f  this  family  died  in  1873,  and  on 
August  7,  1875,  Mr.  Brooks  married  Mrs.  Ann 
Nefzger,  whose  maiden  name  was  Burling.  She 
was  born  in  England,  August  10,  1844,  and  in 
1851,  came  with  her  parents  to  America.  After 
about  two  years  spent  in  Cliicago,  the}'  removed 
to  Freeport,  111.,  and  from  there  came  to  tiiis 
county  where  her  father,  William  Burling,  still 
lives.  By  the  second  marriage  there  are  three 
children;  Jenny  Irene,  born  May  23,  1877;  Nina 
Imogene,  December  15,  1879;  and  Joel  B,  was 
born  July  3,  1882,  and  died  August  20,  1884. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Brooks  became  a  Republican  and 
acted  with  that  part}'  until  the  election  of  Presi- 
dent Hayes,  since  which  time  he  has  been  a  Green- 
backer  and  Union  Labor  man,  but  at  local  elec- 
tions he  votes  for  the  best  man,  regardless  of  party. 
He  has  studied  and  read  extensively  on  the  sub- 
ject of  currency  and  other  political  questions, 
also  keeps  iiimself  well  informed  on  topics  of  gen- 
eral interest.  He  has  served  as  delegate  to  the 
State  conventions  of  his  party  and  twice  was  sent 
to  Chicago  to  the  National  Convention,  having 
been  an  alternate  delegate  when  Weaver  was  nom- 


inated for  the  Presidency.  For  himself,  he  has 
cared  little  for  political  office  but  has  filled  a  num- 
ber of  minor  positions.  For  about  thirty  years 
he  has  been  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church,  to  which  his  first  wife  also  belonged.  A 
man  of  determined  ciiaraeter.  resolute  in  support 
of  wiiat  he  believed  to  be  right,  he  has  won  the 
confidence  and  good  will  of  all  with  whom  he  has 
come  in  contact  and  as  an  honored  pioneer  de- 
serves not  a  little  credit  for  the  faithful  and  effect- 
ive work  lie  has  done  toward  the  upbuilding  of 
the  county. 


OHN  ALMER THOMPSON,  of  Brush  Creek. 
In  the  life  of  tiiis  well-known  business  man 
is  exemplified  what  a  poor  boy  can  accom- 
plish by  push,  energy  and  enterprise.  Others 
might  follow  in  his  footsteps  and  bring  success  to 
themselves,  and  the  story  of  his  life  heregiven  may 
serve  to  encourage  some  youth  who  is  now  strug- 
gling along  on  life's  journey.  Mr.  Thompson  was- 
born  on  the  3d  of  May,  1854,  in  Carroll  County, 
Ohio,  his  parents  being  Morris  J.  and  Sarah  J. 
(Brown)  Thompson,  a  sketch  of  whom  will  be 
found  on  another  page  of  this  work.  In  1855,  when 
he  was  less  than  a  year  old,  his  family  removed  to 
this  countj'  and  in  consequence  he  is  numbered 
among  its  earlj'  settlers.  The  advantages  of  his 
youth  were  limited.  I'ntil  seventeen  years  of  age 
he  spent  his  time  in  the  district  schools  or  at  work 
on  his  father's  farm.  At  that  age  he  commenced 
his  career  in  mercantile  life.  Having  clerked  re- 
spectively for  Messrs.  Fred  Glime,  O.  H.  Osborn 
and  Amos  Rittenhouse,  he  embarked  in  business 
for  himself,  dealing  in  notions.  His  capital 
amounted  to  only  $45,  but  by  careful  investments, 
good  management  and  enterprise,  this  was  increased 
and  his  stock  also  grew.  First  he  added  groceries, 
then  boots  and  shoes  and  finally  dry-goods,  and  the 
building  in  which  he  carries  on  operations,  a  struc- 
ture 20x100  feet,  is  his  own  (property.  Besides  this 
he  owns  a  flour  room.  Thus  has  grown  up  one  of 
the  leading  mercantile  establishments  of  Brush 
Creek.     In  the  seventeen  years  in  which  he  has  car- 
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ried  on  business  Mr.  Thompson  has  had  two  part- 
ners, his  Ijrotlier-in-law  John  Carnall  and  II.  M. 
IJailej-,  but  is  now  sole  proprietor. 

On  the  27th  of  May,  187.'),  Mr.  Thompson  led  to 
the  marriage  altar  Miss  Anna  D.,  daughter  of  James 
and  Caroline  (Nicholson)  Carnall,  who  has  been  of 
great  help  in  making  his  business  a  success.  She  is 
a  native  of  Upper  Canada  where  her  birth  occurred 
May  27,  1851.  Unto  them  have  been  born  six 
children — ^James  M.,  Mabel  S.,  Archie,  George  S  , 
Carrie  S.  and  Ben.  Harrison.  The  parents  are  both 
members  of  the  Christian  Church   of  Brush   Creek. 

Since  attaining  his  majority  IMr.  Thompson  has 
been  a  stalwart  Republican  and  has  been  the  choice 
of  that  party  for  several  official  positions.  In  1884 
he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  County 
Commissioners,  which  position  he  has  filled  accept- 
ably since.  It  was  he  and  D.  W.  Clements  who 
saved  the  Republican  ticket  from  total  defeat  in 
November,  1890,  they  being  the  only  successful 
candidates,  a  fact  which  speaks  well  for  their  pop- 
ularit}'  and  efficiency.  Mr.  Thompson  was  also  a 
member  of  the  first  Town  Council.  In  addition  to 
his  mercantile  interests  he  owns  a  fine  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which  materially  increases 
his  income.  I'hirtyfive  years  mark  the  period  of 
his  residence  in  this  county.  Both  in  business  and 
official  capacities  he  is  well  known,  and  the  higii 
i-egard  in  which  he  is  hell  is  duo  to  the  jirst  and 
courteous  manner  in  which  he  deal.s  with  all.  In 
the  truest  sense  he  is  a  self-made  man. 


-^^ 


DAUL    KLLINGS,    one  of  the 
)  chants  of  Clermont,  was  born 
J-        Norway,   February  7,  1853,  ar 
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in  Iladeland, 
and  is  a  son  of 
EUing  and  Marie  (Larson)  Ellings,  both  of 
whom  were  also  natives  of  Norwaj'.  Ills  father, 
who  was  a  laborer,  died  in  the  old  country  ;it  the 
age  of  sixty-eight  years.  In  the  family  were  nine 
children,  five  of  whom  are  yet  living,  one  being  a 
resident  of  Norway  and  four  citizens  of  the  United 
.States.  The  lirst  to  cross  the  ocean  were  Paul 
and  his  eldest  brother  Lars,  who  sailed  for  Quebec  in 
1867,  and  after  a   long  voyage   of  sixty-six  days 


reached  their  destination.  They  at  once  made 
their  way  to  Iowa  and  located  in  this  eountj^  but 
Lars  is  now  eng.aged  in  farming  in  Otter  Tail 
County,  Minn.  Isabel  came  to  America  in  1881. 
and  resides  in  Clermont;  and  Andrew,  who  crossed 
the  ocean  in  1869,  is  engaged  in  agricnllural  pur- 
suits in  Otter  Tail  County,  Minn. 

Our  subject  is  the  youngest  of  the  family.  He 
began  life  for  himself  at  the  early  age  of  eleven 
years,  when  he  commenced  work  at  the  shoemaker's 
trade  which  he  followed  until  he  came  to  tliis 
country;  in  fact  he  worked  in  that  line  for  six 
months  after  he  came  to  Clermont.  His  educa- 
tional advantages  were  very  limited,  and  after 
becoming  a  resident  of  Fayette  County  he  attended 
school  in  the  winter  months,  while  in  the  summer 
he  worked  as  a  farm  hand.  He  was  then  employed 
some  two  years  as  a  clerk  in  McGregor,  Iowa,  after 
which  he  spent  the  winter  in  the  schools  of  Elgin. 
Returning  to  Clermont  he  secured  a  position  as 
salesman  in  the  store  of  J.  P.  Calvin,  with  whom 
he  remained  two  years,  and  while  thus  employed 
gained  some  experience  in  the  jewelry  business, 
becoming  expert  in  repairing  and  cleaning  watches, 
clocks,  etc.  His  employer  having  failed,  he  decided 
to  start  in  business  for  himself  and  with  a  cish 
capital  of  *;-l()0  purcliased  a  small  stock  and  in 
1877  began  a  business  which  in  point  of  success  is 
second  to  none  in  Clermont.  A  lilieral  patronage 
rewarded  him  and  his  increased  trade  consequently 
necessitated  nn  enlargement  of  his  stock  until  he 
now  has  more  than  an^'  other.  He  owns  two 
houses  22x75  feet  in  the  three-story  brick  block, 
and  his  goods  fill  the  lovver  rooms  which  are  neatly 
kept  and  heated  by  a  furnace.  In  addition  to 
general  merchandise  he  carries  a  stock  of  jewcliy 
and  does  repairing  in  that  line. 

In  Monona,  Clayton  County,  Iowa,  Mr.  Ellings 
was  united  in  marriage,  February  7,  1878,  with 
Miss  Anna  G.  Sampson,  who  was  born  September 
16,  1857.  in  Nummedal,  Norway,  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Guuder  and  Carrie  (Knudson)  .Sam|)sou. 
Her  mother  died  in  the  old  country.  Her  brother 
Samuel  was  the  first  of  the  family  to  come  to 
America.  He  crossed  the  Atlantic  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  and  died  in  the  Union  army.  In  18G5, 
the  father,  accompanied  by  seven  children,  came 
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to  tlie  United  States  and  in  Clayton  County,  Iowa, 
lie  spent  liis  last  da3's,  dying  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
two  years.  The  girls  of  the  family  took  their 
father's  surname,  Sampson,  and  the  boys  their 
father's  given  name  to  which  was  added  the  affix, 
son,  making  it  Gunderson.  Peter  and  Knudt  are 
both  engaged  in  farming  in  Minnesota;  Nellie  is 
the  wife  of  John  Long,  a  resident  of  Plymuutii 
County,  Iowa;  Jennie  married  H.  Hanson  and 
died  at  the  age  of  thirty-four;  Rachel,  wife  of  Rev. 
H.  Arnestad,  resides  in  Rock  County,  Minn. ;  Bets}' 
died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years;  and  Mrs. 
Ellings  completes  the  family. 

By  the  union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  have 
been  born  two  children — Clara  May  and  Edward 
Gilbert.  The  parents  are  members  of  the  Luth- 
eran C'iiurch  and  in  politics  Mr.  Ellings  is  a  Re- 
publican; socially  lie  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
order.  In  1885  he  visited  his  native  land  and  on 
the  return  trip  was  accompanied  by  his  widowed 
mother  but  she  died  ere  reaching  home,  being  then 
seventy-four  years  of  age.  He  is  an  enterprising 
and  progressive  business  man  and  a  worthy  citizen 
who  is  known  thiougiiout  the  community  as  a  man 
of  sterling  worth. 

RANCIS  JOSEPH  CARTER,  an  early  set- 
tler of  Faj'ette  County,  who  since  1859  has 
resided  in  West  Union,  is  familiar  with  the 
history  of  the  growth  and  progress  of  the  county 
and  has  done  not  a  little  to  aid  in  its  upbuilding 
and  advancement.  To  those  early  settlers  who 
bare  the  hardships  and  trials  of  pioneer  life,  we 
sliould  pay  all  honor,  and  it  is  but  meet  that  tliey 
should  be  represented  in  this  volume  devoted  to 
tlie  history  of  the  best  and  most  prominent  citizens 
of  Uie  county. 

Mr.  Carter  is  a  native  of  England.  He  was  born 
in  Manchester,  on  the  '25th  of  March,  1819,  being 
a  son  of  Francis  and  Nanc}'  (Hurley)  Carter.  His 
father  was  liorn  in  County  Leitrim,  Connaught, 
Ireland,  and  in  his  youth  removed  to  England, 
wiiere  lie  became  acquainted  with  and  married  Miss 
Hurley,  who  was  a  native  of  that  eouiUry  and  died 


during  the  infancy  of  her  son,  Francis  J.  Our 
subject  had  practically  no  advantages  of  education, 
as  at  the  earl}'  age  of  seven  years,  when  children 
usuall}'  are  beginning  their  school  days  and  enjoy- 
ing their  games  with  playmates,  he  was  put  to 
work  on  a  shoemaker's  bench  in  his  father's  shop 
and  set  to  learning  the  trade;  so,  pegging  away  for 
seven  long  years,  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  he 
became  a  full  fledged  journeyman  shoemaker  and 
an  expert  one  at  that.  Having  started  in  the  busi- 
ness of  life  so  early,  to  be  consistent  with  his 
former  record  he  was  married  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een, on  the  1st  of  May,  1837,  to  Miss  Ann  Whit- 
field, who  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  in 
1819,  and  was  a  daughter  of  William  Whitfield. 
Her  death  occurred  within  seven  months  after  her 
marriage. 

At  the  age  of  nineteen  Mr.  Carter  was  made 
foreman  of  a  shop  and  at  twenty-five  began  busi- 
ness for  himself.  He  was  again  married  on  the 
1st  of  June,  1844,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss 
Mary  Swale,  a  native  of  Wicksley,  England.  One 
child  was  born  of  the  second  marriage,  P^lvina, 
who  was  born  in  Wakefield,  England,  November 
13,  1847.  After  attaining  to  years  of  womnnliood, 
she  became  the  wife  of  Joseph  Gardener  of  Auburn, 
Iowa,  and  unto  them  have  been  born  five  children, 
three  sons  and  two  daughters — William,  Minnie, 
Fred,  Joseph  and  Gracie.  Mr.  Carter  lost  his  wife 
in  1885,  her  death  occurring  on  the  5th  of  July 
of  that  year.  On  the  5th  of  September,  1888,  he 
wedded  Mrs.  Mary  Yock,  widow  of  Charles  Yoek, 
and  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Ilartman. 

Desiring  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  new  world,  in 
1857,  accompanied  by  his  family,  INIr.  Carter  emi- 
grated to  America  and  settled  in  Auburn,  Fayette 
Couiity.  Iowa,  where  he  carried  on  business  in  the 
boot  and  shoe  line  until  1859,  when  he  came  to 
West  Union,  since  which  time  he  has  been  in  busi- 
ness here  continuously,  covering  a  period  of  thirty- 
two  consecutive  years.  In  religious  belief  he  is  a 
Catholic  and  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  Formerly  he  was  a  supporter  of  the 
Democratic  party  but  during  the  past  four  years 
has  voted  with  the  Republicans  on  account  of  the 
po.sition  of  that  party  on  the  subject  of  a  protective 
tariff,  wliicli  princiiile  he  strongly  advocates.       He 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


is  one  of  the  present  trustees  for  the  poor  of  the 
city  of  West  Union,  but  lias  never  sought  or  desired 
political  preferment,  content  to  devote  his  time 
and  energies  to  his  business.  lie  lias  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge  ever  since  he  was 
eighteen  years  old,  which  makes  bim  a  member 
fifty-four  years,  probably  the  oldest  Odd  Fellow  in 
the  Stale.  For  sixty-five  years  he  has  been  at 
work  as  a  shoemaker,  probably  a  longer  period 
than  any  other  citizen  in  Iowa  has  devoted  to  any 
trade.  He  has  a  wide  reputation  for  proficiency 
in  his  line  and  has  made  a  specialty  of  fine  work. 
He  is  a  man  of  superior  natural  ability,  and  had  his 
early  educational  advantages  been  equstl  to  his 
mental  capacity,  he  would  no  doubt  have  won  hon- 
orable prominence  in  the  business  or  professional 
world.  As  it  is,  he  had  to  depend  entirely  on  his 
own  unaided  efforts  to  learn  to  read  and  master  the 
rudiments  of  education.  He  has  been  a  great 
reader  of  miscellaneous  works  and  the  current 
news  of  the  day,  and  is  unusually  well-informed  for 
a  man  of  his  opportunities.  During  his  long  resi- 
dence in  Fayette  Count}'  he  has  been  known  as  an 
industrious,  honorable  man,  who  is  entitled  to  the 
general  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens. 


VfUDGE  THOMAS  WOODLE.  This  volume 
I  would  be  incomplete  without  at  least  a  brief 
notice  of  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads 
^^^Jh  this  sketch,  whose  ability,  business  capacity, 
benevolence  and  honesty  made  him  a  prominent 
citizen,  and  honored  member  of  society  during  the 
days  of  the  earl}'  history  of  this  county.  He  was 
born  in  Fa3'ette  County,  Pa.,  about  1818,  and  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  State. 
In  1839  he  came  with  his  father's  family  to  the 
West,  locating  in  Green  County,  Wis.,  which 
was  then  almost  a  trackless  wilderness.  Having 
attained  to  mature  years,  he  was  there  married  and 
began  the  derelopment  of  a  farm  which  eleven 
3'ears  later,  in  1850,  he  sold  prior  to  coming  to  this 
county.  Accompanied  by  wife  and  children  he 
again  started  upon  a  westward  journey  and  at  what 
is  now  known  as  Dunham's   Grove,   near  the   geo- 


graphical center  of  Fayette  County,  made  a  loca- 
tion. He  entered  land  and  opened  up  a  farm  which 
he  continued  to  cultivate  until  1851,  when  he  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  County  Judge,  and  in  the 
autumn  of  that  year  removed  to  AVest  Union,  the 
county  seat  of  that  county.  The  office  of  County 
Judge,  during  the  then  existing  code  of  laws  was  a 
very  important  and  responsible  position.  All  the 
probate  business  of  the  county,  all  the  duties  now 
performed  by  the  County  Auditor  as  well  as  those 
of  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  were  at  that  time  a 
part  of  the  duties  of  the  County  Judge.  Mr. 
Woodle  filled  the  office  with  credit  and  ability  and 
continued  to  serve  in  that  capacity  until  his  death, 
which  occuircd  in  1851.  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-  i 
six  years. 

With  other  leading  and  prominent  interests  of 
the  county  our  subject  was  also  identified.  In 
company  with  Rev.  H.  S.  Brunson  in  the  spring  of 
1852,  he  opened  the  second  dr}' -goods  store  in  West 
Union  and  continued  business  in  that  line  until  his 
death.  Anj'  enterprise  calculated  to  upbuild  or 
benefit  the  community  received  his  hearty  support 
and  co-operation.  He  entertained  deep  religious 
convictions  a.nd  was  a  consistent  member  of  the 
IJaptist  Church.  He  aided  in  the  erection  of  the 
first  house  of  worship  of  that  denomination  in  this 
city  and  labored  untiringly  for  the  upbuilding  of 
the  cause.  In  politics,  he  was  an  anti  -slavery  Whig. 
Mr.  Woodle  was  a  man  of  fine  personal  appearance, 
being  six  feet  and  two  inches  in  height  and  well 
proportioned.  He  was  possessed  of  more  than 
ordinary  intellectual  ability,  was  a  good  neiglibor 
and  citizen,  a  kind-hearted  and  benevolent  man 
and  generous  almost  to  a  fault.  He  is  lovingly 
remembered  by  all  who  knew  him,  for  his  friends 
were  many,  bis  enemies  few. 

ATIIANIEL  C.  AUSTIN,  who  is  engaged 
J!  in  farming  and  stock-raising  on  section  9, 
^  i^i  Center  Township,  has  for  twenty-two  j-ears 
been  a  resident  of  the  county,  and  is  a  leading 
citizen  of  the  community  in  which  he  makes  his 
home.     We  know   little  concerning   the  early  his- 
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tory  of  his  fntnily,  but  it  was  probably  founded  in 
New  England  p.t  an  oarly  day.  His  father,  Nathan- 
iel T.  Austin,  was  a  native  of  Washington  Count}-, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  in  the  rec- 
ords of  the  earl}'  history  of  Kane  County  he  is 
noted  as  being  one  of  the  first  arrivals.  At  the 
time  Chicago  was  a  mere  trading  i)ost  he  purchased 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  c>f  land  from  the 
Indians,  before  it  had  been  surrendered  to  the 
Government,  and  the  deed  was  signed  by  two 
Indian  chiefs,  the  signatures  being  a  turtle  and  a 
lizard.  This  deed  was  on  exhibition  at  the  Cen- 
tennial held  in  Pliiladclphia  in  187C.  Prior  to  his 
emigration  westward  Mr.  Austin  was  married,  and 
in  Kane  Count}',  111.,  his  second  marriage  occurred. 
The  fruits  of  this  union  were  three  children,  our 
subject  being  the  next  youngest:  George  H.  resides 
in  Center  Township,  this  county;  and  Mary  died 
at  the  age  of  seven  years. 

Tlie  third  child  was  born  in  Kane  County,  in 
1S48,  and  his  early  boyhood  days  were  spent  in 
the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  unmarked  by  any 
event  of  si)ecial  importance  until  his  sixteenth 
year,  when  in  1863  he  entered  the  United  States 
service  as  a  member  of  Company  I,  One  Hundred 
and  Forty-first  Illinois  Infantry,  eomraanded  by 
Caiit.  Hoyt  AVinslow.  He  was  mustered  into  ser- 
vice at  Elgin,  and  was  sent  on  garrison  duty  to 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  At  the  close  of  the  war, 
in  1*^65,  he  received  his  discharge  at  Camp  Ooug- 
las,  Cliicago.  Returning  home,  he  once  more  re- 
sumed his  interrupted  farm  labors  and  continued 
to  engage  in  that  pursuit  in  Kane  County  until  the 
autumn  of  1868,  when  he  determined  to  try  his 
fortune  on  the  western  bank  of  the  Mississippi.  He 
has  never  yet  had  occasion  to  regret  the  step  then 
taken.  He  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Center 
Townsliip  and  has  watched  its  growth,  development 
and  [irogress.  He  opened  up  a  farm  of  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres,  and  the  improvements 
which  now  greatly  enhance  its  value  and  add  to 
its  tine  appearance,  stand  as  monuments  of  his 
thrift  and  enterprise. 

]n  the  year  of  his  emigration  to  this  county  Mr. 
Austin  was  here  married  to  Miss  Ettie  J.  Miner, 
daughter  of  Ahnon  and  Eunice  (Allen)  Miner,  who 
with  lier  parents  were  natives  of  Ohio.     Unto  them 


have  been  born  six  children  but  only  two  of  the 
number  are  now  living:  Ettie  May  died  in  October, 
1890,  .it  the  age  of  eigliteen  years;  Mertie  died  in 
1875  at  the  age  of  six  months;  Bernie  D.  died  in 
1882  and  Bert  N.  in  1889.  Charles  and  Ruby  are 
at  home. 

Mr.  Austin  devotes  his  time  and  attention  to  tlie 
improvement  of  his  land,  which  is  now  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  and  to  the  raising  of  high 
grades  of  stock,  yet  has  also  found  time  to  give  to 
public  interests.  He  keeps  himself  well  informed 
on  all  topics  of  the  day  and  is  accounted  one  of 
the  representative  men  of  the  community.  For 
some  time  he  supported  the  Republican  party  in 
politics  but  is  now  voting  with  the  Democracy. 
He  has  served  as  Treasurer  of  the  school  district 
for  a  number  of  years  and  is  now  President  of  the 
board.  Tho  cause  of  education  finds  in  him  a 
warm  friend  and  one  who  will  leave  no  stone 
unturned  in  advancing  its  interests.  Socially  he  is 
a  member  of  Center  Post,  No.  146,  G.  A.  R.,  of 
Randalia,  having  united  with  the  lodge  on  its 
organization  and  is  the  present  Commander.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  Fayette  Lodge,  No.  131.  K.  P., 
of  which  he  has  been  I.  N.  G.,  and  a  member  of 
Randalia  Lodge,  No.  177,  I.  0.  O.  F.  Everything 
calculated  for  the  advancement  and  upbuilding  of 
the  county  receives  his  hearty  su|)port  and  co-ope- 
ration, and  being  a  prominent  and  influential  citi- 
zen of  Center  Township  we  know  that  this  brief 
sketch  of  the  life-work  of  Mr.  Austin  will  be 
received  with  interest  by  many  of  our  readers  and 
his  numerous  friends. 
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OHN  LEHMAN,  Jr.,  a  lumber  dealer  of  El- 
gin, has  carried  on  business  in  that  line  for 
eighteen  years.  He  was  born  in  Canton 
Berne,  Switzerland,  November  18,  1833,  and 
is  a  son  of  John  Lehman,  v/ho  was  born  in  tlie 
same  canton,  November  11,  1806.  His  grand- 
father, David  Lehman,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Swiss 
army  at  the  time  Napoleon  conquered  his  native 
Land.  He  lived  to  be  seventy-five  years  of  acre 
and  his  wife   was  eighty-two  years  of  age  ut  the 
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time  of  her  death.  John  Lehman,  Sr.,  was  one  of 
their  five  sons.  He  operated  a  large  rented  farm 
and  in  Switzerland  wedded  Miss  Mary  Miller,  who 
was  born  Maroh  2.5,  1807.  In  April,  1852,  with 
their  twelve  children  they  sailed  for  the  United 
States,  reaching  New  York  after  a  voyage  of  thirty- 
nine  days.  They  at  once  proceeded  to  Thiladelphia. 
then  to  rittsburg  and  on  by  waj'  of  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  Rivers  to  McGregor's  Landing  in  Iowa. 
On  section  24,  Pleasant  Valley  Township,  Fayette 
County,  they  located.  Mr.  Lehman  entering  a  quar- 
ter section  of  land  which  is  still  in  llie  possession 
of  the  family.  Through  the  agency  of  a  neighbor 
he  afterwards  made  another  claim  and  had  to  pay 
thirty  per  cent,  for  the  use  of  the  money.  His  wife 
died  March  25,  1888,  but  he  still  resides  on  the 
old  homestead.  By  his  untiring  efforts  and  in- 
dustry, he  has  secured  a  handsome  competence  and 
is  spending  his  old  age  in  quiet  and  comfort.  All 
of  the  children  are  living  and  have  become  useful 
and  respected  citizens:  Magdaline  is  the  wife  of 
Henry  Scharlach,  a  resident  of  Livingston  County, 
III.;  Benedict  is  a  farmer  of  this  county;  John, 
whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  is  the  third  in  order 
of  birth;  Jacob  is  a  farmer  of  Fayette  County; 
Anna  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Khinhart,  a  resident 
of  Howard  County',  Iowa;  David  is  living  with  his 
father;  Peter  is  a  blacksmith  and  machinist  of  El- 
gin; Mary  is  the  wife  of  Nicholas  Schorl  and  re- 
sides iu  Elgin;  Frederick  is  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  in  this  county;  Christian  is  a  hardware 
merchant  and  dealer  in  agricultural  implements  of 
Elgin;  Nicholas  makes  his  home  at  the  same  place; 
and  Rudolph  is  a  blacksmith  of  Elgin. 

In  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads  our  subject 
spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  and  in 
the  common  schools  acquired  his  education.  He 
was  about  nineteen  j'ears  of  age  when  he  ca.ne  to 
thig  county,  and  under  the  parental  roof  he  re- 
mained until  his  marriage,  which  was  celebrated 
September  1,  1858,  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Elizabeth  Kohler,  was  born  in  the  same  neigh- 
borhood as  our  subject  on  the  12th  of  April,  1839, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Blank) 
Kohler.  In  1854  she  came  to  the  United  States 
with  her  father  and  four  of  her  brothers,  her 
mother  having  died  in  Switzerland  when  she  was  a 


small  child.  To  Mr.  and  j\Irs.  Lehman  have  been 
born  ten  children:  John  W.,  who  is  eng.aged  in  the 
hardware  business  in  Elgin  with  his  uncle  Christian; 
Louisa,  wife  of  George  Klock,  a  resident  of  Fay- 
ette; Lena,  who  resides  in  Santa  Cruz,  Cal.;  Albert 
who  died  at  the  age  of  three  and  a  half  years; 
George,  Frederick,  Celia,  Ella,  Julia  and  Amelia, 

In  political  sentiment  INIr,  Lehman  is  a  stanch 
Democrat  and  h.as  held  a  number  of  minor  offices, 
the  duties  of  which  he  faithfully  discharged.  He 
was  Tax  Collector  one  year.  Township  Clerk  for 
ten  years,  and  was  a  School  Director  for  two  terms. 
Having  followed  farming  until  1872,  he  abandoned 
that  pursuit  and  removed  to  Elgin,  where  he  has 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business  continuously  since. 
He  is  also  a  stockholder  and  a  director  in  the  Elgin 
Iowa  Canning  Company,  one  of  the  leading  indus- 
tries in  that  place,  Mr,  Lehman  started  in  life 
without  capital  but  he  worked  his  waj'  steadily  up- 
ward; he  made  and  improved  a  good  farm,  has  now 
a  flourishing  business  in  Elgin  and  is  numbered 
among  the  leading  and  enterprising  citizens  in  this 
part  of  the  county. 


JOSEPH  E,  NYE,  of  the  firm  of  Nandell  & 
Nye,  of  West  Union,  dealers  in  general 
hardware,  stoves  and  tinware,  is  of  English 
birth.  He  was  born  in  Kent,  England,  De- 
cember 22,  1855,  and  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Lydia 
(Smith)  Nye.  His  mother  is  now  deceased  but  his 
father  is  still  living  and  yet  makes  his  home  in 
Kent, 

Mr,  Nye,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  spent 
the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  his  native 
land,  and  in  1872  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic  to 
America,  He  did  not  slop  long  in  the  East  but 
continued  his  journe\-  to  beyond  the  Mississippi 
and  located  in  the  town  of  Ackley,  Hardin  County, 
Jowa,  where  he  learned  the  tinner's  trade  with  his 
cousin,  J,  S,  Nye,  The  month  of  June,  1880,  wit- 
nessed his  arrival  in  West  Union,  he  having  pre- 
viously formed  a  partnership  with  Paul  A.  Nandell 
in  his  present  business.  The  firm  has  one  of  the 
largest    and    best   stocked    stores   in   their  line  in 
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Northeastern  Iowa  and  has  built  up  a  very  satis- 
factory business,  the  partners  being  known  as 
upright,  fair  dealing  moii  whose  word  can  be  de- 
pended upon  and  who  carry  an  excellent  line  of 
goods. 

On  the  24lh  of  December,  1879,  Mr.  Nye  was 
united  in  tlie  holy  bonds  of  matrimony  with  Miss 
Hattie  M.  Faweett,  a  native  of  Scott  County,  Iowa, 
and  a  daugiiter  of  Dr.  Henry  Faweett,  their  mar- 
riage taking  place  in  Blonticello.  Two  children 
grace  their  union,  sons,  liorn  in  West  Union:  Joseph 
H.,  aged  nine  years;  and  Jesse  "  .a  babe  of  two 
summers. 

Mr.  Nye  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason  and  is  the 
present  Master  of  West  Union  Lodge,  No.  69,  A. 
F.  ik  A.  M.  He  also  holds  membership  in  Clermont 
Chapter,  No.  62,  R.  A.  M.,  and  in  Langridge  Com- 
mander}', No.  47,  K.  T.,  all  of  West  Union.  He  is 
an  honored  member  of  other  orders,  belonging  to 
West  Union  Lodge,  No.  124,  K.  P.;  the  V.  A.  S. 
and  the  Northwestern  Mutual  Insurance  Company, 
of  Chicago.  In  politics  Mr.  Nye  has  always  lieen 
known  as  a  Republican. 


¥ILLIAM  DICKINSON,  an  enterprising 
and  representative  farmer  residing  on  sec- 
tion 5,  lUyria  Township,  is  of  English 
birth.  He  was  born  in  Lincolnshire,  England, 
April  23,  1832,  and  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Sarah 
Dickinson.  His  father  died  when  William  was 
quite  young,  and  at  the  age  of  six  years  he  was 
taken  by  a  very  distant  relative,  in  whose  home 
near  Boston,  England,  he  was  reared.  He  received 
good  opportunities  for  acquiring  an  education  and 
now  his  only  regret  is  that  he  did  not  make  better 
use  of  them.  When  seventeen  years  of  age,  think- 
ing his  master  a  little  strict,  he  left  him,  but  a  short 
time  convinced  him  thai  the  old  man  was  right, 
and  returning,  he  remained  with  him  until  his  mar- 
riage. 

In  the  month  of  February,  1855,  our  subject 
wedded  Miss  Anne  Dickinson,  a  native  of  the  same 
county,  who  is  about  four  j'ears  his  junior.     Being 


destined  to  form  one  of  the  social  class  of  laborers 
in  his  native  land,  he  decided  to  come  to  the  United 
States,  and  embarked  upon  a  sailing-vessel,  the 
•'Gerrick,"  which  after  seven  weeks  and  three  da3-s 
landed  him  and  his  wife  safelj'  in  New  York  City. 
Soon  afterward,  however,  they  continued  their 
journey  until  reaching  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  the 
vicinity  of  which  place  he  worked  out  for  $13  per 
month.  On  coming  to  Iowa  in  the  autumn  of 
1855,  he  settled  in  Garnavillo,  Clayton  County, 
where  two  years  were  spent,  after  which  he  located 
on  a  farm  in  Boardman  Township,  that  county. 
The  financial  panic  of  1857  and  a  defective  title, 
caused  him  to  lose  his  place,  he  having  hardly  any- 
thing left  butsome  valuable  experience  which  would 
not  lead  him  into  a  similar  error  again.  Not  dis- 
couraged by  his  losses,  he  once  more  purchased 
land  and  step  by  step  worked  his  way  upward.  In 
1869  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  of 
land,  a  part  of  his  present  farm,  and  has  here  since 
made  his  home.  At  one  time  he  owned  a  quarter- 
section,  but  has  since  disi)osed  of  sixty  acres,  re- 
taining one  hundred  acres  which  are  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation  and  well  improved. 

In  1875  Mr.  Dickinson  was  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  on  the  13th  of  De- 
cember, leaving  eight  children,  one  a  babe  two 
weeks  old:  William  J.,  the  eldest,  is  now  a  farmer 
of  Custer  County,  Neb. ;  Elizabeth  A.  is  the  wife 
of  George  Irish,  who  resides  in  this  county;  Mary 
A.  wedded  Jackson  Dye,  a  resi<lent  of  Custer. 
County,  Neb. ;  Frances  J.  is  the  wife  of  Elmer 
Davis,  who  lives  in  Clayton  Count}',  Iowa;  Joseph 
E.  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Fayette 
County;  Lillie  M.  is  the  wife  of  W.  Conner;  Cas- 
sie  F.  is  at  home;  and  Ellen  died  in  infancy.  On 
the  9th  of  February,  1879,  Mr.  Dickinson  was  again 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Mrs.  Martha 
H.  Hammond,  ix^e  McLond,  a  native  of  New  York. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  in  the  community  are  held 
in  high  regard  by  many  friends  and  acquaintances. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  As  every 
true  American  citizen  should  do,  he  feels  an  inter- 
est in  public  affairs,  but  has  never  sought  office. 
However,   he  acceptablj'  served  as  Justice  of  the 
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Peace  for  nine  years.  I\Ir.  Dickinson  is  numbered 
niiiong  the  successful  fariners  of  liis  township,  and 
in  the  truest  sense  of  the  word  is  a  seif-mada  man, 
for  he  began  life  without  capital,  and  overcoming 
all  (lifliculties  and  disadvant.nges,  pressed  forward 
until  he  had  at  length  acquired  the  competence 
which  ranks  him  among  the  well-to-do  farmers  of 
the  community. 


+-5- 


/^^^  SPKAGUE  is  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
Ill  ^^  raising  on  section  9,  Center  Township.  He 
^^^J  is  one  of  the  comparatively  late  arrivals  in 
the  county,  but  in  tiie  eiglit  years  in  which  he  has 
here  made  his  home,  a  straiglitforward  and  upright 
life  has  won  him  many  friends.  In  the  family  of 
which  he  is  a  member  were  three  children  wliose 
l)arents,  Peter  and  Hannah  (Brown)  .Sprague,  were 
for  many  j  ears  residents  of  Illinois.  In  his  native 
Slate,  New  York,  his  father  was  reared  to  manhood, 
but  going  to  Canada  there  formed  the  acquaintance 
of  Miss  Brown,  a  native  of  County  Durham.  Their 
friendship  ripening  into  love,  they  were  married 
aiul  removed  to  Illinois,  locating  in  Do  Kalh  Coun- 
t3',  where  the  father  died  about  1850,  when  in  the 
prime  of  life.  His  wife  is  still  living  and  finds  a 
pleasant  home  with  our  subject.  Of  the  children, 
Mr.  Sprague,  whose  name  heads  tiiis  sketeii,  is  tlu^ 
eldest;  John  is  living  in  Sandwich,  111.;  and  Rachel 
is  the  deceased  wife  of  Nelson  Darnell. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  DeKalb  County,  in  184G, 
and  upon  the  farm  in  Illinois  the  days  of  his  boy- 
hood and  youth  were  passed.  His  father  dying 
when  he  was  quite  young,  the  management  of  the 
farm  devolved  upon  him  at  a  tender  age,  and  in 
his  youth  he  became  familiar  with  the  work  in  all 
its  details.  In  Illinois,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Harriet  Rodgers,  daughter  of  Israel  and 
Mahala  (Salisbury)  Rodgers  of  Sandwich,  111.  Pur- 
chasing land,  he  took  his  young  bride  to  the  home 
which  he  had  prepared  and  in  his  native  State  fol- 
lowed farming  for  some  five  or  six  years.  Think- 
ing to  better  his  financial  condition,  he  removed  to 
Decatui'  County,  where  the  succeeding  four  years 
of  his  life  were  passed  and  then  came  to  this  county 


in  1882.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  a  good  farm  of 
two  hundred  and  fort}'  acres,  furnished  with  all 
necessary  improvements  and  stocked  with  a  good 
giade  of  horses  and  cattle.  In  connection  with  the 
cultivation  of  his  land  he  devotes  considerable  at- 
tention to  the  dairy  business  and  finds  a  ready  sale 
for  the  jiroducts  in  that  direction. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sprague  is  noted  for 
its  hospitality  and  they  have  manj'  warm  friends 
throughout  the  community.  Around  their  fireside 
gather  five  children:  Lewis,  Almond,  Charlie,  Carrie 
and  Blanche,  and  the  family  circle  j'et  remains  un- 
broken. Mr.  Sprague  is  one  of  the  enterprising 
farmers  of  his  townshi|),  and  ever  takes  an  interest 
in  and  supports  all  laudable  enterprises  calculated 
to  promote  the  general  welfare.  In  politics,  he  is 
a  Democrat  and  though  he  feels  an  interest  in  po- 
litical affairs,  as  every  true  American  citizen  should 
do,  he  has  never  sought  public  office. 


-^-*T^- 


EB.  SHAW,  Cashier  of  the  Fayette  County 
National  Baidc  and  Treasurer  of  the  Fayette 
County  Savings  Bank,  of  West  Union,  is  a 
native  of  Ohio,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Carroll 
County,  November  24,  1842.  His  parents  aie 
Nathan  and  Eleanor  (Bell)  Shaw.  His  father  was 
born  in  Jefferson  County,  Ohio,  September  13,  1820, 
was  of  German  descent  several  generations  remote 
and  is  now,  with  his  wife,  residing  in  Windsor 
Tovrnship  of  F'ayette  County,  Iowa.  The  nuither 
was  born  in  Hartford  County,  Md.,  February'  14, 
1820,  and  the  sketch  of  this  worthy  couple  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  High  School  of 
Hanover,  Ohio,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  en- 
listed, on  the  2d  of  October,  1862,  becoming  a 
member  of  Company  G,  2 1st  Regiment,  Ohio  In- 
fantry and  served  until  September  1,  18G3  He 
took  part  in  the  battles  of  Stone  River  and  Mur- 
freesboro,  Tenn.,  and  in  various  skirmishes.  On 
his  return  from  the  army  he  resumed  his  attendance 
at  school  for  one  term,  after  which  he  engaged  in 
teaching,  following  that  profession  two  terms. 
Subsequently  he  was  employed  as  clerk  in  a  dry- 
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goods  store  in  Hanover;  in  1867  when  desiring  to 
try  his  fortune  in  tlie  West,  he  eraigrateil  to  Iowa, 
locating  in  West  Union.  On  his  arrival  in  this 
place,  Mr.  Shaw  secured  a  position  as  salesman 
with  Thomas  &  McMaster,  general  merchants  and 
in  January,  1871 ,  was  employed  by  S.  B.  Zeigler 
as  cashier  of  the  Fayette  County  Bank  of  this 
place,  which  position  he  filled  until  the  bank  was 
merged  into  the  Fayette  County  National  Bank  in 
August,  1872,  when  he  became  teller  of  the  new 
bank.  In  1878  he  was  promoted  to  be  assistant 
cashier,  and  on  the  15th  of  April,  188G,  succeeded 
to  the  position  of  cashier  which  he  has  continued 
to  fill  to  the  present  time. 

On  the  14th  of  October,  1872,  Mr.  Shaw  and 
Miss  Sarah  E.  Dickey  were  united  in  marriage  in 
West  1  nion.  The  lady  was  born  in  ^'enango, 
Franklin  County,  Pa.,  August  18,  1854,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Dickey,  of  Minneapolis. 
Two  children  were  born  unto  them  but  the  elder,  a 
little  son,  Claude  H.,  born  February  5,  1874,  died 
September  2,  1881;  E.  Blanche  was  born  February 
1.'^,  1876.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shavr  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Churcli.  In  politics  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican l)ut  he  has  had  neither  time  nor  inclination  to 
take  an  active  part  in  political  contests  or  to  hold 
public  office.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order 
with  the  rank  of  Knight  Temi)lar,  belonging  to 
West  Union  Lodge,  No.  69,  A.  F.  A  A.  AL,  Ansel 
Humphreys  Chapter,  No.  62,  R.  A.  M.,  and  Lang- 
rldge  Commandery,  No.  47,  K.  T.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  Abernethy  Post,  No.  48,  G.  A.  R.,and 
in  addition  to  the  above  mentioned  orders  he  is 
connected  in  membership  with  all  the  mutual 
insurance  associations  represented  in  West   Union. 

Mr.  Shaw  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Union  Cream- 
ery Companv  of  which  he  is  secretary  and  treasurer. 
The  company  was  incoriiorated  in  1886,  and  is  an 
outgrowth  of  a  business  which  was  established  in 
1879  by  II.  A.  Holmes.  The  officers  at  this  writ- 
ing in  1890  are  S.  B.  Zeigler,  president;  L.  W. 
Beard  of  Decorah,  vice-president;  and  E.  B.  Shaw, 
secretary  and  treasurer.  The  company  operates 
creameries  in  West  Union,  Elgin  and  Clermont  in 
Fayette  County,  and  in  Postville  and  Monona,  Alle- 
makee  County,  and  does  an  annual  business  amount- 
ing to  ^300,000.     Mr.  Shaw  is  known  as  an  active, 


enterprising  business  man,  competent  and  faithful 
in  the  responsible  position  which  he  fills;  and  as  a 
neighbor  and  friend,  courteous,  genial  and  compan- 
ionable and  always  reliable. 


EREMIAH  HOUSE,  a  farmer  and  dairyman 
of  Windsor  Townshii),  residing  on  section 
36,  is  known  to  his  fellow-townsmen  as  one 
J  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  community. 
He  was  born  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  April  23, 
1824,  and  is  of  Holland  descent,  the  family  having 
been  established  in  America  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  18th  eenturj'.  His  parents,  Abraham  I.  and 
Rachel  (Putnam)  House,  were  also  natives  of 
Herkimer  County,  the  father  born  in  1795,  and  the 
mother  in  1798.  Their  family  numbered  four  sons 
and  four  daughters.  Diana,  who  was  born  in  1820, 
became  the  wife  of  Egbert  D.  Doolittle,  of  Rock 
County,  Wis.,  by  whom  she  had  six  children.  Her 
death  occurred  in  this  county  in  1861,  and  her 
husband  died  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  in  1863,  while 
serving  as  a  member  of  Company  F,  Thirty-eighth 
Iowa  Infantry.  Josiah,  born  in  1822,  married 
Eliza  Crandall,  of  Pleasant  Valley  Township,  and 
now  resides  in  Plankington,  S.  D.,  with  her  family 
of  eight  children. 

.Jeremiah  is  the  next  younger.  Alexander,  born 
August  12,  1825,  married  Sarah  Sturgis,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1851,  but  she  died  in  1859,  leaving  four  sons. 
In  1857,  he  wedded  Mrs.  Augusta  Lovell  and  they 
have  five  cliihlren.  Eliza  is  the  wife  of  George 
W.  Michael,  of  Red  Oak,  Neb.,  and  their  family 
numbers  eight  children.  Sarah  is  the  wife  of 
Daniel  Earle,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  and  deal- 
ing in  cattle  and  horses  in  Lorena.  McClellan 
County,  Tex.  They  have  four  children.  Abram 
married  Esther  Shaffer  of  Dover  Township,  by 
whom  he  has  nine  children  and  they  now  reside  in 
Clermont  Township.  Lavina,  wife  of  Jacob  George, 
of  Bremer  County,  Iowa,  died  in  1871,  leaving 
three  children.  She  was  the  youngest  of  the  family. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  third  in  order 
of  birth.  The  days  of  his  boyhood  were  spent 
under  the  parental  roof  and  in  the  common  schools 
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lie  acquired  his  education.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  he  left  home,  emigrating  to  Rock  Count_y, 
Wis.,  where  he  spent  four  years.  Since  1851.  his 
home  has  been  in  Fayette  County;  he  has  witnessed 
almost  its  entire  growth  and  development,  has 
seen  its  raw  prairies  transformed  into  beautiful 
farms,  its  log  cabins  replaced  b>'  substantial  and 
commodious  residences,  its  hamlets  take  on  the 
size  and  attributes  of  cities  and  its  whole  appear- 
ance changed  until  what  was  once  a  barren  region 
is  now  a  thickly  populated  county  second  to  none, 
in  many  respects,  in  the  State.  On  coming  to  the 
county  Mr.  House  located  on  a  farm  in  West  Union 
Township,  which  continued  to  be  his  home  for 
thirty-three  years,  when  in  1884  he  sold  out  and 
purchased  his  present  home. 

Mr.  House  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Nancy  A.  Cobb,  daughter  of  Leonard  and  Janet 
(Gibson)  Cobb,  of  Rock  County,  Wis.  She  was 
born  in  Hoxbury,  near  Ottawa,  Upper  Canada, 
January  14,  18;i;3,  and  has  but  one  brother,  David, 
who  wiis  born  in  Ottawa,  March  8,  1835.  On  the 
1st  of  January,  1864,  he  married  Ann  Carpenter, 
of  West  Union  Township,  and  they  have  three 
children.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  House,  have  been 
born  eight  children.  Leonanl  H.,  tiie  eldest,  born 
July  27,  1852,  died  February  20,  1890;  P:mma  A., 
wife  of  Elliott  Webb,  of  Union  Township,  was  born 
August  12,  1854,  and  is  now  the  mother  of  one 
child,  Lyle,  born  April  29,  1887.  Clara  A.,  born 
September  17,  1857,  is  the  wife  of  George  F. 
Barringer,  a  real-estate  dealer  of  St.  Paul,  Minn., 
and  they  have  two  children — George  Franklin,  born 
December  26.  1885;  and  Cecil,  born  April  1,  1888. 
Both  Mrs.  Webb  and  Mrs.  Barringer  were  teachers 
in  the  public  schools  of  the  county  for  several 
years  and  gained  enviable  reputations  as  instructors. 
George  W.,  born  November  18,  1859,  has  for  the 
past  two  years  engaged  in  farming  in  Hancock 
County,  Iowa.  Walter  W.,  born  March  1,  1862, 
is  at  home.  Jerry  La  Fayette,  born  Jul3'  7,  1866, 
died  April  IG,  1883.  Jessie  M.,  born  February  17, 
1870,  is  now  engaged  in  teaching  her  fifth  term  of 
school,  being  now  eniplojed  in  district  No.  3. 
Nettie  R.,  the  youngest,  born  March  18,  1872,  died 
June  6,  1877. 

During    the    late    war,    in    August,    1862,    Mr. 


House  responded  to  his  country's  call  for  troops 
and  served  a  full  term  of  three  j'ears  in  the  Union 
Army.  He  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  F, 
Thirt3'-Eighth  Iowa  Infantry  and  participated  in  all 
the  engagements  with  his  regiment,  including  the 
seige  of  Vicksburg,  the  battles  of  Ft.  Morgan, 
Yazoo  City,  the  battle  and  charge  against  Ft. 
Blakely  and  otiiers  of  less  importance.  In  the 
meantime  he  was  transferred  to  Company  K,  Thirty- 
Fourth  Iowa  Infantry,  and  with  that  regiment  was 
mustered  out  of  service  at  Huston,  Tex..  July  15, 
1865.  Never  for  a  single  day  was  he  off  duly  but 
was  always  found  at  his  post,  faithfully  serving 
the  Union.  He  is  now  an  honored  member  of 
Abernethy  Post,  No.  4  0,  G.  A.  R.,  of  West  Union, 
and  in  politics  is  a  stalwart  advocate  of  Republican 
principles.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church.  They  have  a 
comfortable  home  on  section  36,  Windsor  Town- 
ship and  the  farm  comprises  eighty-seven  acres 
under  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  Mr.  House  also 
engages  in  the  dairy  business,  keeping  ten  or 
twelve  ccws  for  that  pur|)ose. 


•   cCo 

/p^ILBERT  B.  FIN'CH,  a  retired  farmer  now 
III  |=-  living  in  Fayette,  w.is  born  on  the  3()th  of 
^^^s4!  November,  1837,  in  Berrien  Count}',  Mich., 
and  is  a  son  of  Moses  and  Hulda  (Gardner)  Finch. 
He  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  the  educational 
ailvantages  wliich  he  received  were  those  afforded 
liy  the  common  schools.  His  mother  died  when  he 
was  four  months  old,  and  his  father  when  he  w.is 
a  lad  of  ten  3'ears.  Having  lived  with  a  mar- 
ried sister  for  two  years,  he  then  began  to  make  his 
own  way  in  the  world,  and  to  him  alone  belongs 
the  credit  of  hi.s  success  in  life.  He  worked  for  his 
board  and  clothes  until  he  could  earn  wages.  Some 
years  he  spent  in  Jefferson  County,  Wis.,  whither 
he  had  removed  with  his  father  when  seven  years 
of  age.  When  a  young  man  of  eighteen  he  went 
to  Minnesota,  working  in  the  pineries  for  about 
three  years,  and  in  1858  went  South  to  Mississippi. 
There  he  made  a  contract  to  construct  a  portion  of 
the  Mobile  cfe  Ohio  Railroad.     When  the  war  broke 
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out,  as  lie  and  liis  men  were  all  opposed  to  secession 
tlie^'  were  ordered  to  come  North  immediate)}',  and 
Mr.  Finch  returned  to  Wisconsin. 

He  enlisted  in  tlie  State  service,  but  the  organi- 
zation disbanded,  aud  he  then  enrolled  his  name 
witli  the  boys  in  blue  of  Company  A,  Fourth  Wis- 
consin Infantry,  on  the  2d  of  Jul}',  18fil.  His  com- 
mand joined  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  made 
an  expedition  into  Virginia,  after  which  they  were 
transferred  to  Rutler's  command  at  Ship  Island, 
and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Baton  Rouge.  In 
the  winter  of  1862-63,  the  regiment  was  mounted 
and  became  the  Fourth  Wisconsin  Cavalry.  It  par- 
ticipated in  the  siege  of  Port  Hudson,  where  they 
were  under  fire  forty-two  days,  and  in  the  cavalry 
charge  on  the  14lh  of  June,  1863  they  lost  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-nine  men  out  of  the  two  hundred 
and  eight  who  rode  forward  to  meet  the  enemy. 
Our  subject  was  wounded  in  the  left  shoulder,  and 
was  forced  to  remain  in  the  hospital  at  Baton 
Rouge,  La.  Previous  to  that  time  he  had  been  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  Sergeant.  As  soon  as  he  was 
well  enough  he  was  sent  back  to  Walworth  County, 
Wis.,  to  recruit,  after  which  he  returned  to  his 
regiment  and  on  the  9th  of  June,  1864,  was  iiro- 
molcd  to  be  Second  Lieutenant.  Six  months  later  he 
was  made  First  Lieutenant,  in  which  capacity  he 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  was  mus- 
tered out  in  Brow::svilIe,  Tex.,  May  28,  1866,  re- 
ceiving his  discharge  on  the20tii  of  June  following. 
He  at  once  returned  to  Wisconsin,  and  on  the  18th 
(if  June  was  honored  with  the  commission  of  Cap- 
tain, bestowed  upon  him  by  Gov.  Lucius  Fair- 
child. 

In  July,  1866.  JMr.  Finch  came  to  this  county  and 
engaged  in  farming.  On  the  1st  of  December. 
1867,  he  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Mary  J. 
Ash,  who  was  born  in  La  Fayette,  Ind.,  August  9, 
1848,  and  Is  a  daughter  of  Edwin  D.  and  Matilda 
(Cave)  Ash.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  with 
three  children:  Grant  E.,  who  is  engaged  in  teach- 
ing in  Colorado;  Fred  E.,  a  teacher  in  this  county; 
and  Addle  M.  is  at  home. 

Mr.  Finch  continued  his  farming  operations  in 
Westiield  Township  until  December,  1890,  when 
he  determined  to  retire  from  business  life  and  re- 
moved to  Fayette,  where  he  owns  a  pleasant  home. 


He  still  retains  the  ownership  of  his  farm  compris- 
ing three  hundred  and  sixteen  acres  of  highly  cul- 
tivated land  with  tvvo  sets  of  good  barn  buildings 
and  many  other  improrements,  all  of  which  stand 
as  monuments  to  his  thrift  and  industry,  for  he  is 
a  self-made  man,  and  his  possessions  have  been  ac- 
quired through  his  own  efforts.  In  political  senti- 
ment he  is  a  Republican  and  served  as  census 
enumerator  for  his  township  in  1890.  Both  him- 
self and  wife  are  members  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church,  and  are  highly  respected  people. 


^ 


r^ 


OSEPH  II.  STAFFORD  M.  D.,  a  pioneer 
physician  of  Fayette  County,  was  tiie  first 
of  his  profession  to  settle  in  West  Union. 
Since  1850  he  has  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
medicine  at  that  place,  and  in  both  business  and 
social  circles  has  gained  a  front  rank  amid  the 
county's  best  and  most  honored  citizens.  He  is  a 
native  of  New  York.  On  the  30tli  of  August, 
1810,  in  Palmyra,  Wayne  County,  he  was  born, 
his  parents  being  Tyle  and  Damarias  (Vaughan) 
Stafford.  His  father  was  born  in  Rliode  Island  and 
was  of  English  descent,  while  his  mother,  a  native 
of  Chenango  County,  was  descended  from  Welsh 
ancestry. 

The  early  life  of  Dr.  Stafford  was  unmarked  by 
any  event  of  special  im[)ortance.  Having  deter- 
mined to  make  the  medical  profession  his  life  \Tork 
he  attended  several  different  schools  of  medicine, 
the  last  being  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute  of 
Cincinnati,  after  which  he  entered  upon  practice 
in  Auburn,  (4eauga  County,  Ohio,  in  1845.  He 
w.as  married  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  in  the 
autumn  of  1833,  to  Miss  .Susan  A.  Smith,  daughter 
of  .lerry  and  Ruth  Smith,  and  a  native  of  Milton, 
Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  born  in  1814.  Tiicy  be- 
came parents  of  three  children,  a  son  and  two 
daughters,  but  the  former  is  now  the  only  sur- 
vivor. Sarah  was  the  wife  of  Myron  Peck  and  is 
now  deceased;  De  Witt  married  Martini  McMasters, 
is  a  farmer  and  resides  in  West  Union;  and  Emily 
became  the  wife  of  Charles  Z.  Crane,  and  is  also 
deceased. 
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The  Doctor  leuiovefl  with  his  family  to  Ohio  in 
1845  and  aftoi-  five  years  spent  in  the  Buckeye  Stale 
continued  his  westward  journey.  Crossing  the 
Mississippi,  he  took  up  his  residence  in  West  Union, 
Fayette  County,  in  ISoO.  The  town  had  been  but 
just  laid  out  and  the  Doctor  built  and  kept  the 
lirst  public  house  at  this  place — West  Union  House, 
lie  at  once  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
,  sion,  being  the  first  physician  in  the  county.  His 
early  iiractice  involved  much  hardship  and  hard 
work  as  he  was  often  required  to  make  long  rides 
over  a  sparsely  settled  country,  frequently  devoid 
of  roads  and  bridges.  He  continued  in  active  prac- 
tice until  aliout  1.S78,  since  which  time  he  has  |)rac- 
tically  lived  a  retired  life.  His  skill  and  ability 
have  won  for  him  a  liberal  patronage  and  thereby 
acquiring  a  comfortable  competence  he  is  now  en- 
abletl  to  spend  his  declining  years  in  rest  from  bus- 
iness cares.  He  lost  his  wife  July  27,  1888,  after  a 
companionship  of  fifty-five  years,  in  which  they 
had  faithfully  sh.-ired  with  each  other  the  joys  and 
sorrows,  adversity  and  prosperity  which  checker 
the  lives  of  all.  The  Doctor  is  liberal  in  his  relig- 
ious views  and  does  not  affiliate  with  any  church  or 
creed.     In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

His  son,  DeWitt  C.  Stafford  follows  farming  as 
a  means  of  livelihood  and  has  a  good  farm  near 
the  city  of  West  Union,  also  owning  land  in  Min- 
nesota. By  his  marriage  with  Miss  McJIasters,  he 
has  two  children,  a  son  and  daughter — Harry  and 
Gertie. 


— tii 


^  AMES  ELBERT'  ROBERTSON  is  one  of  the 
iionored  pioneers  of  Fayette  County.  He 
was  born  in  Bath  County,  Ky.,  April  19, 
^_  1821,  and  is  a  son  of  John  II.  and  Anna 
(Burton)  Robertson.  His  grandfather,  William 
Robertson,  emigrated  with  his  family  to  Kentucky 
when  it  was  an  almost  unbroken  wilderness.  John 
was  born  in  1773,  and  was  a  lad  at  the  time  of  the 
emigration  of  the  family  to  that  Stale,  where  he  was 
married  in  1804,  to  Miss  Burton,  who  was  born  in 
1785,  and  belonged  to  one  of  the  early  families  of 
Kentucky.     Mr.  Robertson   opened   up  a. farm  in 


that  State,  where  he  made  his  home  until  1835, 
when  we  tind  that  he  had  effected  a  settlement  in 
Benton  County,  Ind.,  where  both  lie  and  his  wife 
spent  their  Last  days.  Her  death  occurred  in  18G3 
and  he  passed  away  in  1874.  Both  were  active  and 
consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  in  politics  he  was  a  Whig  and  Repub- 
lican. In  their  family  were  seventeen  children,  of 
whom  seven  are  yet  living,  the  youngest  being  now 
sixty-eight  years  of  age. 

Our  subject  is  the  twelfth  in  order  of  birth.  As 
the  family-. was  large  and  his  people  in  limited  cir- 
cumstances his  educational  advantages  were  neces- 
sarily limited,  his  scholastic  training  being  com- 
prised within  a  few  terms  attendance  at  the  old  time 
subscription  schools.  Having  attained  to  mature 
years,  on  the  1st  of  February,  1842,  he  w.as  joined 
in  wedlock  with  Miss  Elizabeth  J.,  daughter  of 
Robert  and  I']li/.abeth  (Crist)  Alexander,  and  a 
native  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  born  February  I,  1824. 
Having  rented  a  farm  in  Benton  County,  Ind.,  Mr. 
Robertson  engaged  in  its  cultivation  until  he 
ili'cided  to  come  West,  where  he  could  own  land. 
In  1849  he  loaded  his  goods  and  family  into  wagons 
and  came  to  Fayette  County,  arriving  on  the  13th 
of  .September  of  that  year.  The  following  spring 
he  settled  on  the  place  where  he  now  lives,  the 
greater  part  of  which  is  comprised  within  the  cor- 
poration limits  of  Fayette.  With  the  interests  of 
the  city  and  community  he  has  been  prominently 
identified  and  two  additions  which  he  laid  out,  Itear 
his  name.  The  second  was  platted  in  1873,  and  the 
first  some  years  before.  Fai'ming  has  been  his 
principal  occu|)ation  through  life  and  a  glance  at 
his  home  with  its  pleasant  surroundings  indicates 
the  methods  by  which  he  has  acquired  success  to  be 
thrift  and  industry.  He  now  owns  some  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  highly  cultivated  land, 
but  in  former  j'ears  his  possessions  were  more  exten- 
sive, 'i'lie  improvements  which  he  has  made  all  go 
to  constitute  what  is  recognized  as  a  model  farm 
and  add  to  the  beauty  as  well  as  the  value  of  his 
place. 

Unto  Mr.  ami  Mrs.  Uoljertson  have  been  born 
ten  children.  allj)f  whom  lived  to  mature  years 
and  were  educated  in  the  Upper  Iowa  University. 
Carrie  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  C.  W.  Burgess;  Julia  is 
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the  wife  of  W.  F.  Bo3'ce;  Harriet  K.  was  the  widow 
of  Rer.  I.  M.  Van  Arsdel,  and  is  novr  the  vvife  of 
George  Conistock,  Postmaster  at  Fajettc  ;  Florence 
F.  is  the  widow  of  L.  Hulse;  J.  Flbert  is  a  farmer  of 
this  count}';  William  II.  is  a  railroad  engineer; 
Edward  S.  died  at  the  age  of  thirty  years;  Amos  M. 
is  also  a  railroad  engineer  ;  Mary  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five;  and  Alma  M.  is  the  wife  of  Thomas 
James. 

Politically  Mr.  Robertson  was  a  Whig  in  early 
life  and  cast  his  first  vote  for  Henry  Clay,  but  h.as 
been  a  Republican  since  the  organization  of  that 
party.  For  three  years  he  served  as  a  member  of 
the  City  Council  but  has  never  sought  i)ublic 
oflice.  He  and  Ins  wife  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Cliurch.-  The  first  Methodist  sermon  deliv- 
ered in  F.ayetto  was  preached  in  their  house  on  the 
9th  of  January,  1850,  and  he  was  made  the  first 
Class-Leader  of  the  congregation,  a  position  he  has 
filled  for  forty  years.  For  thirty-five  years  he  has 
also  been  Trustee  of  the  church  and  for  many  3'ears 
was  Treasurer.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Upper  Iowa  University 
since  the  organization  of  the  Board  in  1855,  being 
the  only  man  tiuis  honored,  and  has  donated  liber- 
ally of  his  means  to  the  school,  having  given  some 
4i3,()00.  For  forty-one  years  he  has  been  a  resident 
of  this  county  and  to  him  with  a  few  others  must 
be  accorded  the  praise  and  honor  of  establishing 
the  school  in  Fayette  which  has  grown  to  one  of 
the  first  educational  institutions  of  the  State. 


OBERT  E.  BURLINGHAM,  a  retired  agri- 
culturist residing  in  West  Union,  was  born 
in  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  November 
15,  1829,  and  is  a  son  of  Dr.  S.  R.  and 
Lydia  (Abbott)  Burlingham,  who  were  also  natives 
of  the  Empire  State.  His  paternal  great-grandfather 
ran  a  sloop  from  Albany  to  New  York  City,  and 
his  grandfather  who  was  born  in  Dutchess  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  served  in 
the  War  of  1812.  The  Doctor  was  born  in  Dutch- 
ess County  in  1810,  and  reared  to  manhood  on  a 
farm.     When  a  j'ouug  man  he  went  to  Chautauqua 


County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  married  Miss  Abbott, 
whose  father  also  served  in  the  War  of  1812,  and 
follovved  farming  in  pursuit  of  fortune. 

S.  R.  Burlingham  studied  medicine  with  Dr. 
Weld  and  liccamc  a  widely  known  physician  and 
surgeon.  He  followed  his  profession  until  his 
death,  and  in  the  exercise  of  his  business  interests 
acquired  a  comfortable  competency.  In  1835  he 
removed  to  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  which  tlien  con- 
sisted of  a  log  store,  a  log  tavern  and  a  few  cabins. 
His  wife  died  in  1839.  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven 
years,  leaving  four  children,  two  of  whom  yet 
abide:  Robert  E.,  of  this  sketch;  and  Nathan  D., 
a  miner  of  California.  Sul)sequently  Dr.  Burling- 
ham wedded  Miss  Elizabeth  Young  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  four  children.  His  death 
occurred  March  11,  1850,  he  dying  in  the  faith  of 
the  Baptist  Churcli,  of  which  he  and  his  vrife  had 
long  been  members.  He  followed  in  the  political 
footste|)s  of  his  father  and  was  a  supporter  of  the 
Whig  party. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  but  limited 
educational  advantages  in  his  youth,  attending  the 
district  schools  of  the  neighborhood  which  were 
not  alwa^'s  of  the  best  grade.  When  a  lad  of  nine 
years  he  returned  to  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y., 
and  resided  about  four  j-ears  when  he  returner!  to 
Battle  Creek,  Mich.  For  a  similar  length  of  time 
he  remained  with  a  carpenter  who  was  to  teach  him 
the  trade  and  send  him  to  school  during  the  winter 
seasons.  He  then  served  a  regular  apprenticeship 
at  tailoring,  which  vocation  he  followed.  Having 
mastered  the  trade  he  went,  in  1850,  to  James- 
town, N.  Y.,  and  the  following  year  began  business 
for  himself.  He  chose  as  a  helpmate  on  life's  jour- 
ney Miss  Adelia  Hale,  their  union  being  celebrated 
September  7,  1851.  The  lady,  a  native  of  James- 
town, N.  Y.,  was  born  May  1  1,  1829,  her  parents 
being  Iliram  and  Seraph  (Spurr)  Hale,  who  were 
natives  of  Massachusetts  and  emigrated  to  Chautau- 
qua County,  N.  Y.,  in  1828.  Having  carried  on 
tailoring  until  1854  in  Jamestown  Mr.  Burlington 
sought  a  home  in  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  and  the 
following  year  was  joined  by  his  wife,  who  while 
en  route  for  her  new  home  had  an  attack  of  the 
cholera. 

The  business  histor}'  of  our  subject  in  this  county 
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is  as  follows:  He  first  opened  a  tailor  shop  in  Au- 
burn, which  was  then  the  most  flourishing  town  in 
the  county,  doing  more  business  then  in  a  da3'  than 
West  Union  did  in  a  weeii.  He  also  added  to  his 
establishment  a  clothing  department  and  admitted 
to  partnersliip  in  the  business  Henry  Miller.  Par- 
lies living  a  liundred  miles  away  would  trade  with 
him.  Wlien  lie  began  here  lie  had  nothing,  but  he 
worked  almost  incessantly  and  soon  had  a  good 
trade.  He  lias  the  distinction  of  having  brought 
the  first  sewing  machine  to  tliis  part  of  the  .Stnle. 
The  financial  crash  of  1857,  liowever,  killed  the 
town  of  Auburn  and  many  of  those  owing  him 
could  not  pay  so  he  sold  out  to  his  partner  and 
rented  a  farm.  Tliough  he  had  no  experience  in 
that  line  of  business  he  possessed  energy,  industry 
and  a  determination  to  succeed,  and  soon  acquired 
a  practical  knowledge  necessary  for  success.  The 
war  interrupted  his  operations  in  this  line,  and  on 
the  22d  of  September,  18G2,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany C,  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry,  serving  three  years 
and  forty  days.  He  was  mustered  in  as  Corporal 
and  discharged  as  Sergeant.  The  regiment  was 
assigned  to  the  Department  of  the  Northwest  and 
spent  the  time  in  Dakota,  participating  in  tlie  bat- 
tles of  White  Stone  Hill,  September  3,  1863;  Tah- 
kahokutah,  Jii\y  28,  1864;  and  Bad  Lands,  August 
8  and  9,  1864.  On  the  1st  of  November,  I  865,  lie 
was  paid  off  and  returned  to  this  county. 

After  receiving  his  discharge  Mr.  Burlingham 
returned  to  Auburn  where  he  worked  at  his  trade 
until  1867,  when  he  came  to  West  Union  and 
entered  the  employ  of  Thomas  &  McMastcrs.  He 
then  sold  sewing  nnaehines  for  some  ten  years,  run- 
ning the  first  sewing  machine  wagon  in  the  com- 
munity. In  1877  he  rcmoTcd  to  his  farm  of  forty 
acres,  his  home  being  situated  within  the  city  limits. 
The  dairy  business  is  his  source  of  income  and  he 
is  gaining  a  comfortable  competence  thereby.  The 
family  consists  of  Mr.  Burlingham,  his  wife  and  two 
children:  Ella  A.,  wife  of  Samuel  L.  McMaster,  of 
West  Union ;  and  P^d  win  H.,  a  pharmacist  employed 
by  George  H.  Shaffer  &  Co.,  of  Ft.  Mailison.  They 
also  lost  one  child,  Clara,  who  died  in  1880,  aged 
twenty- three  years.  Both  parents  are  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  in  which  our  subject  is  Trustee. 
Polilicallj',  he  is  a  Republican,  having  supported 


that  party  since  casting  his  second  rote  for  Gen. 
Fremont  in  1856.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Arm}-  of  the  Republic  and  for  a  quarter  of 
a  century  has  been  an  Odd  Fellow. 


AMES  CARNALL,  who  resides  on  section 
30,  Fairfield  Township,  is  a  retired  farmer 
and  well  known  citizen  of  Fayette  County. 
He  vTas  liorn  December  23,  1824,  in  Lin- 
colnshire, England,  at  Swernshead,  and  is  one  of 
six  children  born  unto  John  and  Ann  (Sumpter) 
Carnall.  The  former  was  born  in  the  same  parish 
as  our  subject,  and  grew  up  on  his  fnther's  farm. 
The  grandfather  was  a  wealthy  man,  being  worth 
about  i!75,000  and  according  to  the  English  law  of 
primogeniture  his  estate  fell  to  the  eldest  son,  while 
,Iolin,  the  younger  son  received  only  a  small  farm 
of  forty  acres,  upon  which  lie  lived  and  died. 
Tliere  were  also  three  daughters  in  the  family. 
John  Carnal!  died  about  1864,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-two, and  his  wife,  who  survived  him  ten  years, 
w.as  eighty-three  3'ears  of  age  at  her  death.  Only 
two  of  their  children  are  now  living,  and  but  two 
came  to  America.  The  eldest  daughter  now  lives 
in  Yorkshire,  England,  at  the  town  of  Whitby. 

Our  subject  was  the  thirteenth  child,  and  in  the 
usual  manner  of  farmer  lads  the  days  of  his  boy- 
iiood  and  youth  were  spent.  At  the  age  of  twenty 
he  left  home  and  went  to  Liverpool,  where  he  drove 
a  cab  for  two  years,  being  in  the  employ  of  his 
brothers  who  kept  a  stable  in  that  city.  In  1846 
he  went  to  London  and  entered  the  employ  of  a 
railroad  company  as  porter.  His  residence  in  the 
world's  metropolis  covered  the  years  between  1846 
and  January,  1849,  and  during  that  period  he  was 
married  to  Caroline  Nicholson,  the  wedding  cere- 
mony being  performed  in  St.  Andrew  Church  on 
South  Conduit  Street,  on  the  15th  of  July,  1849. 
Mrs.  Carnall  was  born  in  the  suburbs  of  London, 
at  Clinpel  Hill.  During  her  childhood  she  lost  her 
mother,  and  her  father  coming  to  America,  she  was 
left  with  relatives  who  reared  her. 

On  the  2d  of  February,  1851,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Car- 
nall boarded  an  ocean  vessi-l  at  Liverpool,  and  at 
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length  landed  at  New  York  City,  whence  they  pro- 
ceeded to  St.  Thomas,  Upper  Canada,  where  he 
bought  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  good  farming 
country.  Five  children  were  born  unto  them  while 
residing  there,  and  the  family  circle  was  increased 
by  the  l)irth  of  three  ciiildrcn  after  their  removal 
to  this  county  in  1861.  Mr.  Carnall  purchased  his 
present  homestead,  consisting  of  one  liundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  farm  land  and  twenty  of  timber  for 
|>1,100.  At  that  time  the  land  was  partly  improved 
but  it  has  been  brought  to  its  present  state  of  per- 
fection through  tiie  untiring  industry  and  energy  of 
the  owner.  A  comfortable  residence  is  surrounded 
by  fine  shade  and  ornamental  trees  of  his  own 
planting,  and  in  this  farm  we  see  one  of  the  best 
homes  in  the  county.  Mr.  Carnall  is  now  living  a 
retired  life,  his  youngest  son  o|ierating  the  farm. 
He  came  to  this  country  a  poor  man,  but  by  econ- 
omy', industry  and  good  business  management,  and 
the  assistance  of  his  worth}'  wife,  he  has  gained  a 
comfortable  competence  which  enables  him  to  lay 
aside  all  care  and  spend  his  remaining  years  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  former  toil.  Besides  his 
farm  property  lie  built  and  is  tlie  owner  of  a  fine 
brick  store  in  Brush  Creek. 

Tlie  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carnall  are  Dru- 
silla,  wife  of  J.  A.  Thompson,  a  leailing  merchant 
of  Brush  Creek;  Jolin,  who  married  Flora  Hart- 
man,  and  is  now  a  farmer  in  Winneb.ago  County, 
Iowa;  Salome,  wife  of  Neal  McEwen,  of  Bright, 
Hancock  County ;  James,  who  married  Agnes  Man- 
son,  of  Brush  Creek,  and  is  now  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Hopper  County,  Kan.;  Frank,  who  resides  in 
Kingman  Count}-,  Kan.,  and  there  married  Alice 
Hawle}-;  Caroline,  who  was  born  in  the  school- 
house  near  the  homestead,  where  tlie  family  resided 
six  weeks  on  their  arrival  in  this  county,  is  now  the 
wife  of  Alfred  Amos,  of  Custer  County,  Neb.; 
Tliomas  N.  married  Alice  Duffy,  of  Waucoma,  and 
is  now  agent  for  the  railroad  at  Newhall,  Benton 
County,  Iowa;  and  Charles  who  manages  the  home 
farm.  He  married  Mattie  Derflinger,  of  Scott 
Township.  Two  other  children  died  in  infancy. 
Those  who  grew  to  mature  years  were  liberally 
educated,  having  attended  the  public  schools,  and 
the  tapper  Iowa  University  of  Fayette.  Mr.  Car- 
nall is  a  well-informed  man,  who    by   reading  and 


observation  keeps  himself  posted  on  all  the  ques- 
tions of  the  da}'.  He  has  served  on  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  township  for  three  years,  and  is  a 
Republican  in  politics,  but  when  he  knows  the  can- 
didates personally,  uses  iiis  judgment  in  voting  for 
the  parties.  While  in  England  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Ancient  Order  of  Foresters,  but  is  now  con- 
nected with  no  civic  society.  His  wife  and  five 
children  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church  of 
Brush  Creek,  wiiich  he  also  attends,  giving  liber- 
ally to  its  support.  No  family  in  Fayette  County 
is  held  in  higher  esteem  than  that  of  Mr.  Carnall, 
who  is  regarded  by  his  fellow-townsmen  as  a  man 
of  sterling  worth. 


m^j 


-^^ 


f]  AMES  S.  WOODRUFF,  "mine  host"  of  the 
Empire  House  of  Fayette,  has  found  favor 
with  the  traveling  public  and  the  guests  who 
once  find  entertainment  under  his  hospitable 
roof  are  not  slow  to  again  seek  accommodations 
there.  This  worthy  gentleman  was  born  in  Allen 
County,  Ohio,  on  a  farm  four  miles  from  Lima, 
November  18,  1851.  His  paternal  grandfather  was 
a  Revolutionary  soldier  and  a  Connecticut  farmer. 
His  father,  Jason  Woodruff,  was  born  and  reared 
in  Connecticut,  and  at  the  age  of  twelve  years 
began  serving  an  apprenticeship  to  the  tanner's  and 
shoemaker's  trade,  which  in  consequence  limited 
his  educational  advantages.  However,  by  exten- 
sive reading  and  subsequent  study  he  became  an 
intelligent  and  well-informed  man.  His  term  of 
apprenticeship  lasted  until  he  was  twenty-one  years 
of  age.  when  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  worked  at  his  chosen  occupation  for  some  years. 
He  was  there  married  the  first  time,  but  only  one 
of  the  children  born  of  tiiat  union  is  now  living: 
John,  who  served  as  a  Colonel  of  an  Ohio  regiment 
during  the  late  war.  From  Buffalo  he  went  to 
Fairfield  County,  Ohio,  where  he  wedded  Elizabeth 
Aker,  a  native  of  that  State,  and  the  mother  of  our 
subject.  From  Fairfield  County  they  went  to  Allen 
County,  and  in  1868  came  to  Iowa,  locating  in 
Paris,  Linn  County,  where  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  following  his  trade  until  tlie  end  of  his 
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t^ays.  He  was  born  in  1800,  and  his  death  occurred 
on  the  2d  of  .September,  1874.  He  was  no  politi- 
cian, cspeciall}'  in  the  sense  of  being  an  oflice 
seeker.  He  supjjorted  the  Democratic  party  until 
his  strong  anti-slavery  principles  led  him  to  adoiit 
the  views  of  the  new  Republican  party,  with  which 
he  was  identified  during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  nas  an  industrious  and  energetic  business  man 
and  an  active  and  faithful  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Kpiscopal  Church. 

Our  subject  suflfercd  the  loss  of  his  mother  at 
the  age  of  four  3ears  and  was  then  taken  into  the 
home  of  a  farmer  with  whom  lie  remained  until  he 
had  attained  his  m.ajority.  lie  was  permitted  to 
attend  school  and  acquired  a  good  English  educa- 
tion. At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  accompanie<l  tiie 
fanidy  with  whom  he  had  made  his  home,  to  Iowa, 
and  wilh  them  lived  ui)on  a  farm  in  Linn  County 
until  he  had  attained  his  majority  when  he  started 
out  in  life  for  himself.  He  worked  for  a  short 
lime  as  a  farm  hand  and  then  embarked  in  agricul- 
tural iHirsuits  on  his  own  .account.  On  the  loth  of 
November,  1874,  he  was  joined  in  wedlock  with 
Miss  Lydia  Gillilan,  a  native  of  Linn  County,  and 
a  daughter  of  N.  C.  and  Mary  L.  (lillilan,  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  Virginia  and  the  latter  of  New 
York,  now  residents  of  Linn  County,  Iowa.  Two 
children,  sons,  have  been  born  of  their  union: 
Rufiis  R.  and  Nathan  C.  who  are  bright  intelligent 
boys,  well  advanced  in  their  studies. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Woodruff  engaged  in 
farming  in  Iowa  for  four  years,  when  he  removed 
to  Phillips  County,  Kan.  Subsequently  he  spent 
three  years  on  the  old  homestead,  after  which  he 
returned  to  Linn  County,  where  he  again  devoted 
himself  to  agricultural  pupuits  for  two  years.  The 
succeeding  year  he  was  associated  with  his  wife's 
brother  in  the  creamery  business,  followed  by 
another  year  at  farming,  after  which  he  purchased 
and  carried  on  a  meat  market  for  several  years. 
His  next  venture  wsis  in  the  line  of  well  drilling 
and  for  four  years  he  engaged  in  that  pursuit  very 
successfully.  At  the  same  time  he  and  his  wife 
kept  a  boarding  house  in  Center  City,  Linn  County, 
which  in  August  1890,  they  traded  for  their  present 
property  in  Fayette.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woodruff  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Lpiscopal  Church,  faith- 


ful workers  iu  its  interests  and  liberal  in  its  sup- 
port. He  is  a  stanch  Republican  iu  politics,  cast 
his  first  vote  for  President  Hayes  and  has  been  an 
influential  member  of  the  count}' conventions.  The 
cause  of  temperance  has  also  ever  fouml  in  him 
a  warm  friend  and  both  in  Kansas  and  Iowa  he 
lal>ored  and  voted  for  the  prohibitory  amendment. 
For  fifteen  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity  and  has  hehi  every  otlice  in  the 
local  lodge.  His  membership  is  now  in  Central 
Cit}'  and  his  wife  belongs  to  the  Ancient  (Jrder  of 
the  Eastern  Star.  The  Empire  House  which  they 
now  have  in  charge  is  one  of  the  best  hotels  in  the 
county.  Mr.  Woodruff  takes  delight  in  providing 
all  the  conveniences  and  accessories  found  in  a 
model  hotel  and  the  supervision  of  his  excellent 
wife  is  given  to  the  cuisine  which  insures  its  suc- 
cess. He  is  a  genial,  whole-soulei)  man,  who  wins 
friends  wherever  he  goes  and  the  home  feeling 
which  pervades  the  Empire  House  makes  it  a  pop- 
ular resort  with  travelers. 


gEB^SEffiBBI -    t.,^ 


^  C.  JENSEN,  who  is  a  typical,  self-made 
man,  having  worked  his  way  upward  un- 
,_i^l  aided  to  a  position  of  aflluence,  now  en- 
gages in  farming  and  stock-raising  on  section  1, 
Vv'indsor  T'ownship.  He  has  been  a  resident  of 
Fayette  County  since  187G,  but  previous  to  that 
time  had  made  his  home  in  other  parts  of  Iowa. 
He  was  born  iu  iJcninark,  February  20,  1848,  and 
was  the  third  in  a  famil}'  of  seven  children  whose 
parents  are  .1.  C.  and  K.  M.  ((jregersdatter)  Jen- 
sen, natives  of  Denmark,  the  father  born  in  1817  and 
the  mother  in  1818.  Their  marriage  was  celebrated 
in  1812  and  the  former  is  yet  living,  a  resident  of 
Cedar  Falls,  Iowa;  but  the  mother  died  iu  this 
county  in  1884.  J.  C.  Jensen  is  a  blacksmith  by 
trade  and  for  many  years  followed  that  occupation 
in  his  native  land.  He  came  to  America  in  1873, 
locating  first  in  Oneida,  N.  Y.,  whence  after  some 
SIX  years  he  came  to  this  county.  The  living  rep- 
resentatives of  this  family  are:  Mrs.  Anna  Mar- 
garet Johnson,  of  Windsor  Township;  Jensine,  who 
resides  in  Cedar  Falls;  G.  C,  of  this  sketch;   Marie, 
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now  Mrs.  Thomas  Richards,  of  Wisconsin;  Peter, 
who  is  marrierl  and  resides  in  Union  Townsliip; 
Ole,  wlio  died  in  Ihis  county  in  1887;  and  Mrs. 
Eline  Marie  Jacobson,  of  Union  Township. 

In  tlie  schools  of  his  native  land  G.  C.  Jensen 
became  familiar  with  the  common  branches  of 
learnino;.  His  business  training  was  acquired  in  a 
mercantile  establishment  which  he  entered  when  a 
youth  of  fourteen  years,  then  beginning  life  for 
himself.  He  spent  five  years  in  a  store  acting  as 
salesman,  and  then  with  the  hope  of  bettering  Lis 
financial  condition  sailed  for  the  New  World. 
Never  has  he  had  occasion  to  regret  the  step  then 
taken.  It  is  true  that  his  course  has  not  all  been 
smooth  sailing,  but  on  the  whole,  success  has 
crowned  his  efforts,  and  the  almost  penniless  youth 
who  landed  on  the  shores  of  the  New  World  in 
1867  is  now  a  well-to-do  farmer.  He  first  located 
in  Muskegan,  Mich.,  but  after  four  months  went  to 
Utica,  N.  Y.,  where  he  served  as  conductor  on  a 
street  railway  and  in  other  capacities.  In  1872  he 
returned  to  his  mother  country  where  he  visited  for 
four  months,  and  on  again  coming  to  the  United 
States  brought  with  liim  his  parents.  On  Christmas 
Day,  of  1873,  in  Utica,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Emma  Jensen,  a  native  of  Denmark,  in 
which  land  her  father  and  mother  were  born  and 
died.  They  became  the  parents  of  four  children: 
Kate  Marie,  born  October  26,  1874;  Jens  Christian 
and  Jens  Rasmus,  twins,  born  June  14,  1876;  and 
George  Peter,  born  November  5,  1879.  Mr.  Jen- 
sen lost  his  excellent  wife  June  17,  1885,  after  a 
lingering  illness  of  two  years.  He  was  again  mar- 
ried in  1890,  his  second  union  being  witli  Anna 
Lambert,  ilauglitcr  of  George  Lambert,  a  native  of 
England,  who  witli  his  family  became  residents  of 
Wostfield  Township,  Fayette  County,  in  1873. 

On  leaving  the  Empire  State  Mr.  .Jensen  travelcil 
westward  until  he  arrived  at  Clayton  County, 
Iowa,  where  he  made  a  location  and  turned  his 
attention  to  agricultural  pursuits.  At  length  he 
sold  his  farm  in  that  county  and  bought  an  im- 
proved one  in  West  Union  Township,  Fayette 
County.  This  he  also  subsequently  sold  and  became 
the  owner  of  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Windsor 
Townsliip  to  which  he  removed  in  1883.  Since 
that  time  he  has  added  to  his  eight}'  acres  one  hun- 


dred and  sixty  more,  and  has  made  a  number  of 
improvements,  it  being  one  of  the  best  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. He  raises  a  high  grade  of  stock,  his 
fields  are  well  tilled  and  the  appearance  of  the  place 
indicates  the  owner  to  be  a  man  of  enterprising 
and  progressive  ideas.  In  his  political  affiliations 
Mr.  Jensen  is  a  Republican,  and  a  warm  supporter 
of  the  party's  principles.  He  has  served  upon  the 
School  Board  and  has  ever  taken  an  active  inter- 
est in  educational  affairs.  Both  iiimself  and  wife 
are  members  of  t'.ie  Lutheran  Church,  and  what- 
ever is  for  the  benefit  of  the  community  or  the 
upbuilding  of  the  county  receives  their  sup|)ort. 

/p^EORGE  W.  WARD,  one  of  the  leading  busi- 
'II  ,=— .  ness  men  of  Hawkeye,  Iowa,  who  for  some 

^^/Jj  years  p.ast  has  been  proprietor  of  a  livery 
and  feed  stable  at  that  place,  is  a  native  of  Toronto, 
Canada.  He  was  born  October  14,  1835,  and  dur- 
ing his  infancy  was  taken  b}'  his  parents  to  Chau- 
tauqua County,  N.  Y.  In  the  family  were  four 
sous  and  two  daughters — Helen,  born  in  March, 
1832,  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  W.  O.  Glassner,  a  minis- 
ter of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  Stewart, 
Neb.,  and  unto  them  have  been  born  four  children, 
three  of  whom  are  now  living:  Julius,  born  in 
March,  1838,  enlisted  in  1861,  for  the  late  war  as  a 
member  of  the  Twelfth  Iowa  Infantry,  was  cap- 
tured at  the  battle  of  Sliiloh  and  died  in  prison  at 
INIacon,  Ga.;  Edgar,  born  in  1841,  enlisted  in  the 
same  regiment,  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner  in 
in  the  same  battle  with  his  brother  Julius  and  later 
exchanged  but  died  of  his  wounds  in  the  hospital 
of  St.  Louis,  Mo.  He  lay  on  the  battlefield  for 
three  days  before  he  was  found  by  his  friends; 
Charles,  born  in  1843,  when  last  heard  of  was  run- 
ning a  cattle  ranch  in  Nebraska;  Alice,  born  in  1845 
died  in  childhood. 

George  W.  Ward,  whoso  name  heads  this  sketch, 
remained  in  Chautauqua  Count}',  N.  Y.,  until  eigh- 
teen years  of  age,  when  in  the  spring  of  1855,  he 
came  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Delhi,  Delaware  County, 
where  he  embarked  in  farming,  a  pursuit  which  he 
followed  for  five  years.     His  next  venture   was   in 
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tlie  furniture  business  as  a  partner  of  IMr.  Morgan, 
of  Dellii,  with  whom  lie  continued  until  the  summer 
of  1864,  when  he  was  appointed  Deputy  Sheriff  of 
the  coimtj'.  serving  until  1867.  In  that  place  he 
was  also  married,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Cath- 
erine Hoxie,  who  was  born  in  Warsaw,  Wyoming 
County,  N.  Y.,  March  (!,  1835,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Eiason  and  Sarah  (James)  Hoxie.  Her  father  was 
born  in  Rhode  Island,  in  1808,  and  her  mother  in 
1810.  In  their  family  were  twelve  children,  of 
whom  Mrs.  Ward  was  the  tenth  in  order  of  birth. 
The  marriage  of  our  subject  and  his  worthy  wife 
was  celebrated  in  Delhi,  Iowa,  August  9,  1858,  and 
unto  them  have  been  born  three  children:  Charles, 
born  May  17,  1859,  married  Emma  Havens  of 
Buchanan  County,  Iowa,  on  the  2d  of  January, 
1883.  She  was  born  in  Cook  County,  111.,  January 
1,  1865,  and  the^-  have  three  children — Lydia  C, 
born  June  9,  1884;  Nettie  M.,  September  3,  188G; 
and  Katie  H.,  May  1,  1889.  Mr.  Ward  for  three 
years  engaged  in  operating  his  father-in-law's  farm 
in  Huclianan  County,  and  is  now  farming  in  Wind- 
sor Township,  this  county.  Nellie,  the  second 
child,  who  was  born  August  30,  1861,  is  the  wife 
of  Frank  B.  Chamberlain,  a  resident  farmer  of 
Graham  County,  Kan.  Unto  them  were  born  two 
children,  twins,  Clara  and  Carrie,  born  January  6, 
1888,  and  on  the  loth  of  August,  the  latter  died. 
George  L.,  born  May  17,  1863,  married  Ida  Hiffen- 
berg  of  Randalia,  March  3,  1889.  They  have  one 
child,  Leo  L.,  born  Ai)ril  8,1890.  George  L.  is 
engaged  in  the  drayage  and  express  business  in 
Hawkeye. 

Mr.  Ward,  our  subject,  after  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  Deputy  Sheriff,  was  employed  as  agent 
for  the  Howe  Sewing  Machine  Company  for  Ave 
years.  He  then  worked  at  the  carpenter'.s  trade  for 
al)oul  one  year,  after  which  he  removed  to  a  farm 
in  Windsor  Township,  in  December,  1877.  From 
that  time  until  1882,  he  devoted  hi.s  energies  to  farm- 
ing and  the  manufacture  of  sorghum  molasses.  On 
coming  to  Hawkeye  he  again  resumed  the  ciui)C'm- 
ter's  trade,  at  which  Ik;  worked  until  1884,  when  he 
engaged  in  the  stock  and  poultry  business.  After 
four  years  spent  in  that  line,  in  1886,  he  established 
a  livery  and  feed  stable  which  he  still  cari'les  on, 
now  devoting  his  entire  attention  to  that   business. 


although  previously  he  carried  on  other  pursuits  in 
connection  with  it.  He  is  a  good  business  man  and 
one  who  has  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  who 
know  him.  He  is  an  honored  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  Lodge,  of  Fayette  and  of  the  Iowa 
Legion  of  Honor,  and  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the 
Woman's  Relief  Corps  of  Ilawke^-e.  In  politics, 
Mr.  Ward  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  in  religious 
views  is  liberal. 


aii<i 


HARLES  KRAFT,  who  is  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  on  section  14,  Scott  Township, 
first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  day  on 
the  loth  of  November,  1855,  in  the  village  of  Nas- 
sau, Prussia.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  country  until  ten  years  of  age,  when  the 
family  bade  good-by  to  their  old  Imme  and  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States,  reaching  New  York 
after  a  voyage  of  twenty-four  days.  His  parents 
became  residents  of  Dubuque  County,  Iowa,  and 
he  worked  as  a  farm  hand  at  various  places  through 
the  county  and  also  attended  some  winter  terms  of 
school  where  he  acquired  a  more  proficient  knowl- 
edge of  the  English  language.  At  the  age  of  six- 
teen he  came  to  this  county  with  his  eldest  brothei', 
they  keeping  bachelor's  hall  until  the  family  came 
the  succeeding  year.  For  about  four  years  he 
engaged  in  operating  a  threshing  machine  but  did 
not  engage  in  farming  for  himself  until  1881,  when 
he  began  the  further  cultivation  of  a  part  of  the 
old  homestead.  He  has  since  purchased  land  to 
the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on 
section  14,  Scott  Township,  and  erected  a  good 
honsc.  a  barn  and  other  necessary  buildings  which 
stand  as  monuments  to  his  thrift  and  enterprise  for 
his  possessions  have  all  been  acquired  through  his 
own  efforts.  He  has  never  speculaled  but  alteiideil 
carefully  to  the  interests  of  general  funning  and 
stock-raising.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Scott 
Creamery  Associatif)n  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
rising  young  farmers  of  the  community. 

On  the  17th  of  X()Vcinl)er,  1885,  Mr.  Kraft  was 
united  in  mariiage  at  Strawberry  Point  with  Miss 
llattie  Doerrier,  a  native  of  Clayton  County  and  a 
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daiigliter  of  E.  Doerfler  whose  sketch  is  given  on 
anotlier  page  of  this  work.  They  have  two  interest- 
ing cliildren  and  lost  a  little  son,  John,  wlio  died  in 
infanc}'.  Clara,  born  November  22,  1887,  and 
Elsie,  born  April  27,  1889,  still  grace  the  home  with 
their  presence.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kraft  are  members 
of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  their  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances  is  large.  He  is  not  a  politician 
in  the  seuse  of  office  seeking,  but  takes  an  interest 
in  public  affairs  and  votes  with  the  Democratic 
party.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Farmers  Mutual 
Insurance  Company. 


^AMES  G.  STEWART,  the  present  overseer 
I  of  the  Fayette  County  Poor  Farm,  and  a 
j    gallant  soldier  of  the  late  war,  was  a  native 

Ml  of  the  Buckeye  State.  He  was  born  in  Sid- 
ney, Shelby  County,  Ohio,  July  4,  1835,  and  is  a 
son  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Golden)  Stewart, 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  who  are  now  residing  in 
Hawkeye,  Iowa.  Our  subject  was  educated  in  his 
native  town,  completing  tiie  course  in  the  High 
School,  and  in  1855  came  to  this  State,  arriving  in 
Fayette  County  on  the  6th  of  April.  Locating  in 
West  Union  he  soon  afterwards  purchased  the  west 
half  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  5,  Windsor 
Township,  of  J.  IL  Maxon,  and  spent  the  summer 
here. 

Tlie  following  fall  our  subject  brought  iiis  father 
and  family  to  the  farm  he  had  purchased  and  de- 
voted his  energies  to  tlie  cultivation  and  develop- 
ment of  the  land  until  the  breaking  out  of  tlie  late 
war,  when  his  i)atriotic  spirit  led  him  to  enter  the 
army.  Me  enlisted  September  22,  1861,  .as  a  mem- 
ber of  Company  C,  Twelfth  Iowa  Infantry,  which 
WIS  known  as  the  Upper  Iowa  Recruits.  The 
company  was  composed  largely  of  young  men, 
many  of  whom  were  students  from  the  Upper 
Iowa  University.  Mr.  Stewart  was  elected  Ser- 
geant and  with  his  regiment  was  mustered  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States  at  Camp  I'nion,  Du- 
buque, on  the  25th  of  November,  1861.  The  first 
active  service  done  by  the  Twelfth  Iowa  was  at  Ft. 
Donelson,  where  it  was  assigned  to  Cook's  Brigade, 


Gen.  A.  J.  Smith's  Division,  and  took  part  in  the 
battles  of  the  13th,  14th,  and  15th  of  February, 
1862,  which  resulted  in  the  surrender  and  capture 
of  the  fort  and  garrison  on^tlie  following  day.  At 
Shiloh  the  Twelfth  was  brigaded  with  the  Second, 
Seventh  and  Fourteenth  Iowa  Regiments,  called  the 
Iowa  Brigade,  commanded  by  Gen.  J.  M.  Tultle. 
The  Twelfth  was  assigned  a  position  near  a  field 
beyond  Gen.  Hurlbut's  headquarters,  wheie  it 
remained  in  line  of  battle  from  six  o'clock  a.  m., 
until  about  four  p.  m.,  during  which  time  it  had 
repulsed  several  bold  charges  of  the  enemy  with 
great  loss  in  killed  and  wounded.  The  regiment 
was  eventually  surrounded  and  after  a  desperate 
fight  of  some  hours,  and  after  its  commanding  offi- 
cer. Col.  Woods,  was  severely  wounded  and  twenty 
men  were  killed  and  ninety-seven  wounded,  it  was 
forced  to  surrender  to  sujierior  numbers  at  about 
six  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  the  6th  of  April,  1862.  About 
four  hundred  men  of  the  Twelfth  were  caittured, 
including  our  subject  who  had  participated  in  the 
operations  of  his  regiment  at  Donelson  and  Shiloh 
up  to  the  time  of  capture.  The  prisoners  were 
taken  to  Coriuth,  thence  to  Jackson,  Miss.,  later  to 
Mobile,  Ala.,  and  linall}'  were  sent  to  Montgomery 
where  they  were  housed  in  cotton  sheds. 

Two  weeks  later  Blr.  Stewart  was  detailed  for 
hospital  duty,  in  charge  of  a  ward  containing  one 
hundred  and  eight  men.  Four  weeks  later,  on  the 
25tli  of  May,  1 802,  he  was  paroled  with  others  and 
sent  to  Chattanooga  for  exchange,  but  his  S(juad 
arrived  too  late  and  were  returned  to  the  hospital. 
Later  he  was  sent  to  Atlanta  and  a  few  weeks  after- 
wards to  Griffin.  After  seven  days  at  that  place 
he  was  sent  to  Macon,  Ga.,  and  in  August  follow- 
ing was  taken  to  Richmond,  Va  ,  and  confined  in 
Libby  prison.  There  Mr.  Stewart  was  [ilaced  in 
charge  of  the  sick  until  December,  1802,  when  he 
was  discharged.  He  rejoined  his  regiment  in  Feb- 
ruar}-,  1803,  in  St.  Louis,  was  ordered  to  Mem|)his 
and  thence  down  the  river  to  protect  those  engaged 
in  digging  the  big  canal  and  the  running  of  the 
transports  by  Vicksburg.  The  Twelfth  Iowa  par- 
ticipated in  all  the  principal  engagements  of  the 
siege  of  that  city  until  the  22d  of  June,  when  it 
was  sent  to  Black  River  to  guard  the  rear  fiom 
attack    by  Johnston,  but  was  present  at  the  surren- 
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der  of  Vicksburg  on  the  4th  of  July,  1863.  After 
the  fall  of  the  city  the  Twelfth  Iowa  was  ordered 
to  Jackson,  Miss.,  and  took  part  in  the  capture  of 
Brandon,  then  returned  to  Vicksbursr  and  thence  to 
Memphis,  repairing  the  railroad  from  that  place  to 
La  Grange.  The  regiment  took  part  in  the  battle 
near  Tupelo,  Miss.,  on  the  13th,  14th  and  15th  of 
July,  1864.  It  went  into  battle  with  two  luindred 
men,  nine  were  killed,  one  missing  and  fifty  were 
wounded,  including  Mr.  Stewart.  He  was  twice 
shot  on  the  14tli,  one  ball  shattering  the  bone  of 
the  left  arm  between  the  wrist  and  elbow,  while 
another  passed  through  his  body  on  the  left  side 
just  below  the  short  ribs.  He  lay  on  the  field  of 
battle  "without  attention  from  8  a.  m,  until  5  p.  m., 
when  his  comrades  banilaged  his  arm  and  rolling 
him  in  a  blanket  |)ut  him  with  others  into  an  array 
wagon  and  started  for  Memphis.  The  ride  lasted 
six  days  over  rough  roads,  during  which  time  his 
wounds  were  not  dressed  and  all  the  nourishment 
he  received  wag  two  bowls  of  mutton  broth.  On 
arriving  at  Metnphis  he  was  in  such  a  condition, 
blood-stained  and  dirty,  that  his  best  friends  did 
not  know  him.  He  at  once  received  medical  care 
and  nourishment.  From  the  lack  of  the  latter  and 
the  great  loss  of  blood  which  he  had  sustained  he  was 
nearly  dead.  His  wounded  arm  was  infested  by 
maggots  which  the  German  surgeon  said  had  dune 
good  work.  1)0  that  as  it  may,  the  patient  rallied 
and  was  removed  about  September  1  to  St  Louis, 
where  he  was  doing  well  when  gangrene  set  in 
which  nearly  terminated  his  career.  He  had  a  sec- 
ond attack  of  gangrene  but  by  persistent  effort  his 
life  was  saved,  and  on  the  20th  of  May,  186.5,  he 
was  discharged. 

Returning  to  West  Union  Mr.  Stewart  was 
elected  County  Treasurer '  the  following  fall,  and 
four  limes  re-elected,  serving  in  all  ten  years.  On 
leaving  that  office  he  engaged  in  real  estate,  ab- 
stract, loan  and  insurance  business,  which  he  con- 
tinued until  the  spring  of  1881),  when  he  went  to 
Oklahoma  at  the  opening  of  that  Territory  to  set- 
tlement, and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Guthrie 
City.  He  returned  the  same  year  to  West  Union 
and  was  appointed  Steward  of  the  Fayette  County- 
Poor  Farm  in  the  fall  of  1890. 

On  the  '29th  of   April,  1866,  in   Eden  Township, 


Mr.  Stewart  and  Miss  Henrietta  M.  Parker  wore 
married.  She  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Jonas  B.  and  Elizabeth  (Smith)  Parker 
They  are  the  parents  of  five  children:  Ina,  Mattie 
A.,  Frank,  Freddie  and  James,  all  living  but  Frank, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years  and  six  months. 
Mrs.  Stewart  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Mr.  Stewart  is  a  Republican  in  politics 
and  has  served  seven  years  as  a  member  of  the  City 
Council.  He  is  a  member  of  Round  Grove  Lodge 
No  41,  I.  O.  O.  F.;  of  West  Union  Lodge  No.  25, 
A.  O.  U.  W.;  and  of  Abernelhy  Post  No.  48, 
G.  A.  R.  He  made  a  splendid  record  as  a  soldier, 
was  an  efficient  and  faithful  public  officer,  and  is  a 
citizen  whose  patriotism  and  general  standing  en- 
title him  to  the  highest  respect. 


-J-^N^-i : 
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LLEN  S.  PAYNE,  a  retired  farmer  living 
in  Fayette,  was  born  in  Cattaraugus 
County,  N.  Y.,  May  10,  1838,  and  is  of 
English  descent.  The  family  was  founded 
in  America  by  three  brothers  by  the  name  of  Payne 
who  came  from  England  at  an  early  day.  Stephen 
Payne,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  the 
ICmpire  State,  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood  and 
married  Miss  Wealthy  Minor  who  was  also  a  native 
of  New  York.  Her  father  was  a  Revolutionary 
soldier  and  on  her  mother's  side  she  was  of  Frctich 
descent.  Stephen  Payne  served  his  country  as  a 
teamster  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  and  his  wife 
spent  their  lives  in  New  York,  where  their  remains 
were  at  length  laid  to  rest.  Both  were  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  he  was  a 
Republican  in  politics.  Eight  children  were  born 
unto  them  and  with  one  exception  all  are  yet  liv- 
ing. 

Allen  Payne  is  the  youngest  of  the  family.  His 
early  life  was  spent  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer 
lads  and  in  the  district  schools  of  the  neighl)orhood 
he  was  educated.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  began 
earning  his  own  livelihood  and  the  greater  part  of 
his  time  and  attention  have  been  devoted  to  farm- 
ing.   On  February  14,  1858,  he  was  joined  in  wed- 
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lock  with  Miss  Melissii  C.  Morton,  wlio  was  liorn  in 
Cliautauqna  County,  N.  Y.,  February  12,  1838,  aiUl 
is  a  daughter  of  Stutley  and  Al)igail  (Howe)  Mor- 
ton, both  natives  of  New  Yortc,  wliere  their  entire 
lives  were  spent.  Tlie  father  was  a  shoemalier  by 
trade  and  both  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  Mrs.  Payne  is  the  eldest  of  their  twelve 
children.  Our  subject  continued  farming  in  Cat- 
taraugus County  until  1864,  when  be  came  to  this 
county  spending  one  year  after  his  arrival  in  Fay- 
ette. He  then  purchased  a  piece  of  wild  land  in 
Harlan  Township  and  moving  thereon  began  the 
development  of  a  farm.  He  became  owner  of  one 
hundred  and  ninety-three  acres  and  placed  one 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  that  amount  under  a 
good  state  of  cultivation  and  furnished  it  with 
excellent  Iniildings,  making  it  one  of  the  best  f.-irms 
in  the  township.  Mr.  I'ayne  took  an  active  part  in 
all  that  concerned  liis  community,  especiall3'  in 
what  pertained  to  its  upbuilding  and  the  general 
welfare.  Perhaps  no  one  did  more  to  build  up  the 
Methodist  Church  than  he.  His  house  was  the 
home  of  the  ministers  and  it  was  largely  through 
his  liberality  that  a  church  was  built  and  the  min- 
ister sustained.  In  every  good  work  he  was 
cordially  assisted  by  his  wife  who  proved  a  true 
helpmate  to  him. 

The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Payne  numbers 
eight  children,  namel}':  Ellen  D.  who  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years;  Ernest  L.  who  is  engaged 
in  mercantile  business  in  Maynard;  AVatson  C; 
Stephen  T.,  a  resident  farmer  of  Smithfield  Town- 
ship; Charles  S. ;  Squire  H.;  Fitch  W.  and  Frank 
who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Payne  has  been  very  successful  in  hi«  busi- 
ness life.  When  he  reached  this  county  he  had  only 
$50  in  money  and  a  wife  and  three  children  depend- 
ing upon  him  for  support.  By  hard  work  he  accu- 
mulated a  good  property  and  is  now  one  of  the 
substantial  citizens  of  Fayette.  From  twenty-five 
acres  of  the  first  eighty-acre  tract  which  he  bought, 
he  made  enough  the  first  season  to  pay  for  the  land, 
fence  it  and  have  some  money  left.  In  1889  he 
sold  his  farm,  with  the  exception  of  twenty  acres, 
and  removed  to  Fayette  to  spend  the  evening  of 
his  life  in  quietude.  Politically,  he  was  a  Republi- 
can until  Greely  was  nominated  for  the  Presidency 


when  he  became  a  Democrat,  voting  with  that  party 
until  the  rise  of  the  Knights  of  Labor  movement 
which  he  now  supports.  He  served  several  terms 
as  Trustee  of  Harlan  Township  and  one  term  as 
.Justice  of  the  Peace;  and  is  a  member  of  the  Odd 
Fellows  fraternity  and  the  Farmers'  Alliance.  A 
man  of  high  aims  and  noble  purposes,  he  has  the 
warm  regard  and  esteem  of  his  fellow-townsmen  in 
an  unlimited  degree. 


ILLIAM  COWLE,  Claim  Agent  and  Notary 
\A///  I'l^'blic  of  West  Union  and  a  resident  of 
^yj  Fayette  County  since  1854,  is  numbered 
among  the  leading  citizens  of  this  place  for  since 
his  arrival  here  he  has  been  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  county's  interests  by  aiding  in  the 
support  of  her  public  enterprises  and  doing  all  in 
his  power  to  advance  tlie  general  welfare  and  pro- 
mote her  progress  and  advancement.  Mr.  Cowie 
is  a  native  of  Devonshire,  England.  He  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Chumleigh  January  9,  1823,  and 
is  a  son  of  William  and  Ann  (Shepcott)  Cowle. 
His  parents  were  also  natives  of  Devonshire  where 
they  spent  their  entire  lives,  the  mother  dying  in 
May,  1837,  at  tlie  age  of  fifty-three  years,  and  the 
father  .January  9,  1840,  at  the  age  of  fift}'-seven 
years. 

In  April  following  the  death  of  his  father  Mr. 
Cowle,  accompanied  b}'  two  younger  lirothers, 
emigrated  to  America  with  the  hope  of  bettering 
his  condition  in  the  New  World  wUere  superior 
prospects  are  afforded  young  men  just  embarking 
upon  a  business  life.  On  arriving  in  this  country 
they  took  up  their  residence  at  Strong's  Ridge, 
Huron  County-,  Ohio.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
resided  in  said  county  and  State  until  1854,  when, 
following  the  course  of  human  emigration  which 
was  steadily  flowing  westward,  Ii6  crossed  the  Mis- 
sissippi into  Iowa,  locating  in  Fayette  County.  For 
a  few  years  he  was  engaged  in  farming  and  was 
then  employed  in  the  land  office  of  Judge  J.  W. 
Rogers  until  1859,  when  he  was  appointed  Deputy 
Clerk  of  the  Court  under  Joseph  Ilobson,  a  posi- 
tion which  he  tilled  for  ten  years.      He  tiien  formed 
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a  partnership  with  Mr.  Hobson  in  the  real-estate 
and  hiw  business,  that  connection  continuing  until 
1887,  since  whicli  time  he  has  been  alone  in  busi- 
ness. He  does  conve3'ancing,  abstracting,  claim  and 
pension  business. 

It  was  on  tlie  6th  of  October,  1844,  in  Huron 
County,  Ohio,  tiiat  Mr.  Cowle  led  to  the  marriage 
altar  Miss  Sarah  K.  Russell,  a  native  of  the  Buck- 
eye State,  and  a  daughter  of  Stephen  Russell.  One 
child  a  son,  William  R.,  was  born  of  their  union, 
but  died  in  infancy  and  the  mother  survived  her 
babe  but  a  week,  dying  in  April,  184G.  Mr.  Cowle 
\Yas  again  united  in  marriage  on  the  5th  of  No- 
vember, 1883,  his  |>resent  wife  having  been  Mrs. 
Nancy  Swank,  widow  of  Jacob  Swank,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  James  Finch.  Siie  was  born  in  Plymouth, 
Ind.,  and  her  fatlier  was  a  soldier  of  the  late  war, 
a  member  of  the  Thirty-seventh  Iowa  Infantry, 
commonly  known  as   the  "Graybeard    Regiment." 

In  his  political  afflliations  Mr.  Cowles  is  a  Re- 
publican, and  socially  is  a  member  of  West  Union 
Lodge,  No.  69,  A.  F.  <fe  A.  M.,  of  wliicli  he  has 
served  as  Master  for  ten  years — which  fact  shows 
that  he  is  honored  by  his  comrades  in  the  lodge 
and  that  he  lias  filled  the  ofHce  aecejitably.  His 
residence  in  Fayette  County  now  covers  a  period 
of  thirty-six  years,  the  greater  part  of  which  time 
he  has  been  intimately  known  to  the  citizens  of 
West  Union  in  business  and  social  relations,  and 
with  whom  he  is  held  in  high  esteem  and  respect 
for  his  ujiright  and  honorable  course  through  life. 


#^ 
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AMUEL  HOUSE  ROBERTSON,  one  of  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  this  county,  has  for 
forty  j'ears  been  iilcntified  with  i(s  inter- 
ests and  aided  in  its  uiibniiding  and  ad- 
vancement. It  is  to  those  who  bore  the  hardships 
and  trials  of  frontier  life  tliat  we  owe  the  greatest 
gratitude.  They  laid  the  foundation  for  the  jires- 
ent  prosperity  of  the  county  and  although  we  can 
never  hope  to  icpay  tliem  for  their  self-saciificing 
labors  we  can  perpetuate  their  memory  by  written 
record  so  that  in  coming  years  future  generations 
will  honor  their  memory. 

Our  subject,  a  son  of  -lohn    H.  and    Anna  (Bur- 


ton) Robertson,  was  born  in  Fleming  County,  Ky., 
June  22,  1811,  and  was  earl}'  called  upon  to  asssist 
his  father  in  clearing  a  farm.  His  education  was 
therefore  very  limited,  he  attending  only  the  sub- 
scription schools  held  in  a  primitive  log  cabin.  He 
was  helpful  both  in  the  house  and  out  on  the  farm 
and  his  parents  therefore  felt  they  could  illy  spare 
liim  from  home.  In  the  spring  of  1835  he  and  his 
brother  Henry  went  to  Benton  County,  Ind,,  and 
contracted  for  a  farm  to  which  the  family  camo 
the  following  autumn.  Afterward  the  two  boys 
above  named  secured  a  farm  for  themselves.  On  the 
25th  of  February,  1841,  Samuel  H.  married  Sabra, 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Crist)  Alexan- 
der. She  was  born  in  Connersville.  Ind.,  January 
1,  1819. 

After  his  marriage  iNIr.  Robertson  and  his  brother 
divided  their  interests  and  our  subject  secured  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  which  he 
placed  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  The  West, 
however,  seemed  to  furnish  greater  attractions  and 
in  1850  he  loaded  his  family  in  a  prairie  schooner 
and  came  to  Fayette  County,  arriving  in  November 
of  that  year.  In  the  following  spring  he  located 
on  the  tract  of  land  where  Fayette  now  stands.  He 
used  to  plow  the  fields  where  the  business  of  the 
city  is  now  transacted  and  it  was  Mr.  Robertson 
who  laid  out  the  original  town  while  the  first  addi- 
tion bears  his  name.  He  is  still  the  owner  of  some 
twenty-one  acres  lying  within  the  city  limits.  As 
soon  as  their  son  was  old  enougli  to  pursue  a  more 
advanced  course  of  education  than  the  common 
schools  afforded.  Mr.  Robertson  and  his  wife  began 
considering  the  question  where  they  should  send 
their  children  to  receive  this  literary  training. 
Calling  Mrs.  Robertson's  mother  into  their  councils 
the  suggestion  was  made  that  such  a  school  might 
be  established  at  F.ayette.  Thus  budded  that  mag- 
nificent "rose  of  Sharon,"  the  Upper  Iowa  Univer- 
sity and  Mr.  Robertson  became  one  of  the  founders 
and  a  very  generous  contributor  to  that  scIkjoI 
He  first  gave  lands  amounting  to  §6,000  which  he 
followed  b}'  a  cash  donation  of  $6,000.  Financial 
embarrassment  was  brought  upon  the  university 
by  the  (lanic  of  1857  and  Mr.  Robertson  assumed 
its  obligations  to  the  amount  of  §8,000.  The  finan- 
cial   stress    continuing    and    creditors    becoming 
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urgent  he  was  obliged  to  meet  $4,000  of  this  by 
turning  over  twelve  hundred  acres  of  land.  Thus 
it  appears  that  his  actual  contribution  in  cash  and 
lands  amounted  to  $20,000  with  a  further  sacritice 
of  -^5,000  upon  tlie  twelve  hundred  acres  of  land 
at  forced  sale.  However,  it  was  in  a  noble  cause  and 
neither  Mr.  Robertson,  his  wife  or  their  children 
iiave  ever  been  heard  to  express  a  word  of  regret. 
Both  Mr.  Robertson  and  wife  have  been  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Church  from  early  life  and 
lie  has  served  as  Class-Leader  and  Trustee  for 
many  years.  He  cast  ids  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Henrj'  Clay  in  1832  and  then  supported  the  Whig 
party  until  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party,  with  which  he  then  became  idennfled.  He 
feels  an  interest  in  its  success  but  has  himself  never 
sought  official  distinction.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rob- 
ertson were  born  tiuee  children,  but  James  W.,  their 
first-born,  died  at  the  age  of  three  years;  Francis 
M.,  a  graduate  of  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  has 
been  in  the  ministry  twenty-two  years;  Amanda  A., 
who  was  also  graduated  from  the  Upper  Iowa  Uni- 
versity, is  the  wife  of  tiie  Rev.  J.  A.  Ward.  Sam- 
uel House  Robertson,  now  at  the  age  of  eighty 
years,  has  been  a  resident  of  this  county  for  forty 
years.  He  is  a  man  of  many  friends  and  few  ene- 
mies, for  a  life  of  uprightness  has  won  him  tlie  per- 
sonal regard  and  high  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he 
has  come  in  contact. 


\t^,  R.  KETCHUM,a  farmer  residing  on  section 
Jl)  6,  Windsor  Township,  is  numbered  among 
f^  the  early  settlers  of  the  county,  where  he  has 
]£  made  his  home  since  1858,  almost  a  third  of 
a  century.  He  was  born  in  Orange  County,  N.  Y., 
April  6,  1838,  and  was  the  third  in  a  family  of 
seven  children,  whose  [wrents  were  E.  R.  and  Jane 
(Curi-y)  Ketchum,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
of  the  Empire  Slate,  the  former  boi'n  Dec.  31,  1812, 
and  the  latter  in  1816.  They  were  married  in 
Orange  County,  where  Mr.  Ketchum  had  for 
many  years  followed  farming,  wliich  had  been  his 
life  occupation. 

In    1838   the  parents  of  our  subject  came  West 


and  settled  in  Hancock  County,  111.,  where  they 
enduied  many  hardships  and  privations  incident  to 
the  early  settlement  of  that  county.  In  1846  they 
removed  to  Cook  County,  111.,  where  the  mother 
died  the  following  year.  Ofthis  union  seven  chil- 
dren were  born:  Mar3'  R.,  now  the  wife  of  Robert 
Vial,  a  resident  farmer  of  Cook  County,  111. 
Andrew  J.  is  married  and  resides  in  Hancock 
County,  111.  He  enlisted  and  served  three  years  in 
the  One  Hundred  and  Nineteenth  Illinois  Infantry. 
He  is  now  numbered  among  the  foremost  farmers 
of  that  county.  P.  R.  is  the  next  3rounger.  Eu- 
gene is  married  and  is  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  a  member  of  the 
Upper  Iowa  Conference.  Amos  K.  is  married  and 
engaged  in  farming  in  Wright  County,  Iowa;  he 
served  in  Company  C,  Twelfth  Iowa  Infantry,  from 
its  organization  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Was 
taken  prisoner  at  Shiloh  and  for  over  six  months 
was  held  in  the  noted  prisons  of  the  South  at  that 
time.  Stella  B.  is  now  Mrs.  William  Stewart  of 
Maynard,  this  county;  Pollen  J.  is  the  wife  of  the 
Hon.  William  Merten,  of  Guthrie,  Oklahoma. 

In  1848  Mr.  Ketchum  was  again  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mrs.  Jane  Winters,  and  of  this  union 
two  daughters  were  born:  Flora,  now  Mrs.  F.  S. 
Burting,  whose  husband  is  an  attorney  at  Postville, 
Iowa;  and  Josephine,  now  Mrs.  Moody,  of  Bassett, 
Neb.  E.  R.  Ketchum  is  of  Welsh  origin  and  was 
established  in  America  during  the  Colonial  days. 
His  father  served  in  the  AVar  of  1812;  was  I-insign 
in  a  command  of  troops  from  his  native  State,  New 
York.  Mrs.  Ketchum  was  of  English  origin.  He 
and  his  second  wife  are  still  living  and  reside  at 
Postville,  Clayton  County,  Iowa. 

Our  subject  was  but  an  infant  at  the  time  of  the 
removal  of  his  family  from  New  York  to  Illinois. 
His  school  daj's  were  spent  in  Hancock  and  Cook 
Counties,  that  State.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years 
thinking  he  would  prefer  some  trade  to  the  occu- 
pation of  farming  he  learned  the  carpenter  and 
joiner's  trade,  at  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  sometime.  When  a  young  man  of 
twenty  years  he  came  to  this  county  where  he  has 
since  resided  having  removed  here  in  1858.  He 
carried  on  business  here  at  his  trade,  as  contractor 
and   builder,  until   February,   1861,  when   he   was 
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iriiirried  to  Susan  M.  Slocum,  eldest  daughter  of  B. 
W.  and  Anna  (Holbrook)  Sloeum,  who  were  also 
natives  of  the  Empire  State.  Her  father  was  a 
farmer  and  in  1854  rem()ve<l  to  Faj-ette  County, 
Iowa,  locating  in  Auburn  Township, 

In  September,  1861,  Mr.  Ketehum  enlisted  in  the 
service  of  his  country  in  Company  C,  rwelflh 
Iowa  Iiifiuitry,  for  three  j'ears  or  during  the  war. 
Early  in  October,  1861,  he  bade  farewell  to  liis  new 
home  and  30ung  bride  and  started  for  the  South  to 
aid  his  country  in  her  struggles  to  maintain  the 
Union.  Ilis  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee.  He  participated  in  the  battle  and 
capture  of  Ft.  Donelson,  and  the  battle  of  Shiloh 
where  he  was  severely  wounded  and  taken  prisoner 
with  all  of  his  regiment,  was  kept  for  a  number  of 
days  at  a  rebel  hospital  near  the  battlefield,  was 
taken  from  there  to  Corinth,  Miss.,  thence  to 
Columbus,  that  State,  where  he  was  paroled  earl}' 
in  June  and  returned  to  the  Union  lines.  In  1863 
he  i)articipaled  in  the  battle  of  Jackson,  Miss.,  and 
on  Ma}'  13,  of  the  same  year,  eng.aged  in  the  siege 
and  capture  of  Vicksburg,  also  the  second  battle  of 
Jackson.  In  December,  1863,  this  regiment  re- 
enlisted  as  veterans  for  three  years  or  during  the 
war.  He  took  |iart  in  the  battle  of  Tupelo,  Miss. 
With  the  troops  he  followed  after  Gen.  Price  from 
Duval's  Bluff,  Ark.,  back  to  Big  Blue  in  Northwest- 
ern Missouri.  From  there  they  went  direct  to  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.,  taking  part  in  the  two  days'  fight  at 
that  place,  defeating  Gen.  Hood  and  driving  him 
back  South.  He  also  took  part  in  tlie  sieges  of 
Spanish  Fort  and  Mobile,  the  last  battle  of  the 
war.  He  was  discharged  from  the  service,  January 
20,  1866. 

l\Ir.  Kelcluim  at  once  returned  to  this  county 
and  resumed  farming.  In  1863,  while  in  the  service, 
he  had  purchased  a  partially  improved  farm  of 
eighty  acres.  To  this  he  added  fiom  time  to  time 
until  he  now  has  an  excellent  farm  of  two  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation. 
He  is  a  practical  yet  progressive  farmer,  and  an 
industrious  and  energetic  man.  He  is  quite  exten- 
sively engaged  in  stock-raising,  making  a  specialty 
of  pure-bred  stock,  such  as  Devon  cattle,  Cotswold 
sheep  and  I'oland-China  hogs,  and  has  been  very 
successful  in  this  business.     For  many  years  he  has 


made  a  creiiitable  exhibit  at  different  fairs  with  his 
stock. 

Jlr.  and  Mrs.  Ketchura  have  but  one  child,  an 
adopted  daughter,  novf  the  wife  of  A.  D.  Smith,  a 
farmer  of  Windsor  Township.  Politically,  Mr. 
Ketehum  is  a  Republican  and  feels  a  warm  interest 
in  the  upbuilding  and  success  of  the  i)arty.  His 
first  vote  was  cast  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  in  1860. 
Social!}-,  he  is  a  member  of  West  Union  Lodge  No. 
69,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  Abernethy  Post,  No.  48, 
G.  A.  R.  He  has  been  Postmaster  at  Windsor 
since  1881,  and  served  four  years  as  Townshi[) 
Clerk.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ketehum  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  are  earnest 
workers  in  the  church  and  Sabbath  school.  This 
worthy  couple  are  widely  known  throughout  the 
county,  and  have  many  warm  friends  among  its 
best  citizens. 


JASPER  SNYDER,  who  has  recently  retired 
from  farm  life  and  moved  to  West  Union, 
is  numbered  among  the  honored  pioneers  of 
the  county,  and  was  one  of  the  first  three 
settlers  in  Windsor  Township,  where  he  made  his 
home  for  thirty-five  years.  He  has  been  a  faithful 
citizen  of  the  community  and  well  deserves  a  rep- 
resentation in  this  volume.  The  history  of  his  life 
is  as  follows:  He  was  born  in  Albany  County, 
N.  Y.,  June  13,  1813,  his  parents  being  Isaac  and 
Mary  (Johnson)  Snyder.  They  weie  also  natives 
of  Albany  County,  and  our  subject  is  descended 
from  one  of  the  early  Colonial  families,  his  great- 
grandfather, a  native  of  Holland,  having  emi- 
grated to  this  country  during  the  early  settlement 
of  New  York.  In  the  family  were  ten  children, 
seven  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom  Jasper 
is  the  youngest,  and  only  survivor.  He  was  reared 
to  manhood  on  a  farm  only  twelve  miles  from  Al- 
bany, N.  Y.,  and  married  Barbara  Edward,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Shirk)  Edward, 
the  former  a  native  of  Wales  and  the  latter  of 
Pennsylvania,  born  of  German  parentage.  Mrs. 
Snyder  was  born  near  Fort  Erie,  Canada,   October 
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26,  1817,  and  they  were   married   on    the    loth  of 
March,  1836,  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

For  about  nine  j-ears  after  his  marriage,  Mi'. 
Snyder  engaged  in  farming  in  Canada,  and  then 
emigrated  to  Illinois,  making  a  location  near  Free- 
port,  Stephenson  Count}',  where  he  worked  at 
blacksmithing  for  three  years  and  farmed  for  six 
years.  It  was  in  May,  1855,  that  he  came  to  Iowa 
and  located  on  his  farm  in  Windsor  Township. 
Two  years  previous  he  had  visited  this  county  and 
entered  a  quarter  section  of  land  from  the  (Govern- 
ment for  which  he  paid  the  usual  i)rice  of  §1.25 
j)er  acre.  As  before  stated  he  enjoys  the  distinc- 
tion of  being  one  of  the  first  three  settlers  in  the 
townsliip  and  an  honored  pioneer  of  the  countj'. 
He  is  also  the  only  survivor  of  those  early  settlers. 
With  the  development  and  upbuilding  of  the  com- 
«munity  he  has  ever  been  identified,  laboring  for 
its  interests  and  doing  all  in  his  power  for  its  ad- 
vancement. The  liardships  and  trials  of  frontier 
life  he  bore  uncomplainingly  and  by  industry  and 
perseverance  overcame  many  of  his  early  disadvan- 
tages. He  built  a  blacksmitli  shop  upon  his  land 
and  in  the  winter  months  followed  that  trade,  de- 
voting his  attention  during  the  summer  season  to 
the  cultivation  of  his  farm.  He  has  lived  to  see 
his  township  become  one  of  the  wealthiest  commu- 
nities in  the  county,  with  its  land  under  excellent 
cultivation,  and  dotted  here  andtliere  witli  fine  res- 
idences, good  barns,  schoolhouses  and  churches. 
His  own  labors  have  been  blessed  with  prosperity 
and  he  is  now  enabled  to  lay  aside  the  more  arduous 
duties  of  life,  the  competence  acquired  in  former 
years  supplying  all  his  wants.  His  wife  has  indeed 
proved  a  helpmate  to  him,  sharing  in  his  prosper- 
ity and  adversity,  his  pleasures  and  iiis  disappoint- 
ments. The  15th  of  March,  1887,  was  their  fif- 
tieth wedding  anniversary  and  now  they  have 
traveled  life's  journey  together  for  more  than  fif- 
ty-three years.  For  over  forty  years  they  have 
been  faitliful  and  consistent  members  of  the  Metho- 
dist Church  and  have  lived  useful  Christian  lives. 
In  an  early  day  Mr.  Snyder  supjwrted  the  Whig 
party,  but  since  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party  has  been  a  stanch  supporter  of  its  principles. 
Unto  them  have  been  born  the  following  children: 
Jacob,  born    in  Canada    January    27,    1837,    died 


October  13, 1854;  Melinda,  born  in  Canada,  Janu- 
ary 15,  1838,  marrietl  Henry  Sheiry  in  1857.  He 
died  in  the  army  August  15,  1863,  and  she  after- 
wards became  the  wife  of  Samuel  Van  Dorn,  from 
whom  she  was  divorced  in  1883.  She  wedded 
James  McGrady  and  they  reside  in  Loop  City, 
Neb.,  and  her  children  are  George.  William,  Ed- 
ward, Mary  and  Nettie;  Daniel,  born  in  Canada, 
August  23,  1841,  married  Paulina  Potter  and 
resides  in  Loop  City,  Neb.  Of  their  seven  chil- 
dren four  are  living— Helen  Sigel,  Alfaretta  Ulys- 
ses, Flora  Stella  and  LeRoy;  Andrew,  born  .January 
9,  1843,  died  on  the  12th  of  March  following; 
Mary  Elizabeth,  born  July  26,  1846,  in  Canada, 
became  the  wife  of  John  Henderson,  of  Argonia, 
Kan.,  and  their  cliildren  are  Phffibe,  Andrew, 
Frank  and  Robert:  Edward  J.,  born  in  Stephenson 
County,  111.,  married  Sarah  Burkholder,  November 
19,  1870,  by  whom  he  had  one  child — Jasiter,  born 
December  2,  1871,  and  has  lived  with  his  grand- 
parents since  five  years  of  age.  He  was  divorced 
from  his  first  wife  and  marled  Elizabeth  Holen- 
beck  in  1878.  She  had  two  children  by  a  former 
marriage  and  has  two  by  this  marriage — Daisy  and 
Wallace.  The}'  icside  on  a  farm  in  Windsor  Town- 
ship. 


?RANK  B.  BROWNELL,  who  is  engaged   in 
general  farming  on  section  31,|Scott  Town- 
1\  ship,  is  a  worthy  representive  of  one  of  the 

leading  and  well  known  families  of  the  county. 
Wisconsin  is  his  native  State,  and  on  the  27th  of 
September,  1861,  in  La  Fayette  County,  he  first 
opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  day.  His  boyhood 
days  were  spent  mid  play  and  work  and  in  the 
winter  season  he  attended  the  district  schools  of 
the  neighborhood  where  he  acquired  a  good  Eng- 
lish education  in  the  common  branches.  He  worked 
upon  his  father's  farm  and  remained  under  the  par- 
ental roof  until  he  had  attained  his  majority  when 
he  began  life  for  himself;  The  occupation  of  his 
youth  he  has  since  followed  with  most  excellent 
success.  Upon  a  part  of  his  father's  estate  he  first 
embarked  in  business  and  when  the  property  was 
divided    he    became   owner  of  two   hundred   and 
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eiijlity  acres  of  aralile  land,  llie  greater  part  of 
wluc-li  is  under  a  liigb  state  of  cultivation.  It  is 
provided  with  all  Decessary  buildings,  including 
good  barns  and  other  outbuildings,  the  latest 
improved  machinery  and  every  other  appurtenance 
of  the  model  farm.  He  raises  all  kinds  of  cereals 
adapted  to  the  climate  and  also  devotes  consider- 
crable  attention  to  stock  growing  and  dairying. 
He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Oelwein  Crepmery,  which 
has  proved  a  profitable  investment. 

Wlien  twenty  tliree  years  of  age,  Mr.  Brownell  was 
joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Kale  Sayles  of  Jeffer- 
son townshi|),  this  countj",  the  marriage  ceremonj' 
being  perfo;nied  on  the  13th  of  November,  1884. 
She  was  born  in  Illinois  and  with  her  parents  came 
to  this  county  in  18G4.  Her  father,  Silas  Sayles. 
is  still  living — one  of  the  respected  earl}^  settlers  of 
Jefferson  township — but  her  mother  is  now  deceased. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  15rownell  have  lost  one  child,  Bessie, 
who  died  in  infancy  and  have  one  living — Ilarle^-, 
born  January  1.  1889. 

On  election  day,  our  subject  goes  to  the  polls 
and  deposits  a  Republican  ballot.  He  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  James  G.  Blaine,  and  has 
since  affiliated  with  that  party.  He  is  interested  in 
its  success  and  has  a  fair  knowledge  of  the  issues 
of  the  day  but  cares  nothing  for  political  office. 
He  is  an  active  and  enterprising  business  man  who 
is  rapidly  acquiring  a  handsome  proijerty.  His 
home  is  a  comfortable  and  commodious  residence 
supplied  with  many  of  the  luxuries  of  lifeand  is  the 
abode  of  hospitality. 


^jFRIAH  M.  HATHAWAY,  Insurance  Agent, 
l/f  Ij  Notary  Public  and  Justice  of  the  Pe.ace, 
^%Jv^  came  to  Hawkeye  in  the  fall  of  1890,  and 
established  his  present  business  in  which  he  is  meet- 
ing with  most  excellent  success.  However,  he  has 
long  been  a.  resident  of  the  county  and  is  well  and 
favorably  known  throughout  the  community.  He 
WMS  boin  in  Malone,  ]''ranklin  County,  N.  Y..  April 
24,  1853,  and  is  a  son  of  Russell  and  Sarah  G. 
(Rodfield)  Hathaway.  His  father  was  born  near 
Grafton,  Mass.,  November,   1811,  and    his   mother 


in  Clareniont,  N.  H.,  in  1813,  and  both  are  repre- 
sentatives of  old  New  England  families.  In  their 
family  were  eleven  children,  six  of  whom  are  now 
living:  Sarah  L.,  who  was  born  in  Malone,  N.  Y., 
and  is  now  the  wife  of  A.  J.  Morton,  of  Windsor 
Township;  Charles  R.,  now  deceased;  Mary  S.,  wife 
of  Stephen  (iar<]ner,  of  Auburn,  Iowa;  Allen  S., 
who  married  Caroline  C.  Burnside,  daughter  of 
Jacob  I).  Burnside,  late  of  Eden  Township  but  now 
of  Ilopkinton,  Iowa,  by  whom  he  has  five  living 
children:  Edith,  Emma,  Ernest,  Walter  and  Guy 
Adams;  the  next  child  died  in  infancy;  Uriah  is 
the  sixth  in  order  of  birth;  Editli  I.  is  the  wife  of 
William  M.  Hoyt,  of  Bethel  Township,  by  whom 
she  has  two  children,  Charles  A.  and  Lulu;  Anah 
K.,  born  in  Malone,  Eranklin  County,  N.  Y.,  resides 
in  Hawkeye,  this  county,  is  engaged  as  a  jeweler. 

Russell  Hathaway  brought  his  family  to  Fa3'ette 
Count}',  Iowa,  in  April  1863,  and  located  in  Eden 
Townshi|),  where  he  had  previously  |)urchased  land 
near  West  Union.  This  farm  he  afterwards  ex- 
changed for  a  larger  one  in  the  same  township, 
upon  which  he  and  his  wife  resided  until  1876, 
when  they  disposed  of  the  old  home  and  purchased 
two  hundred   and    forty  acres  in  Bethel  Township. 

Our  subject  began  his  school  life  in  his  native 
State  and  comi)letcd  his  education  in  this  county 
wliere  he  has  resided  since  the  age  of  ten  years. 
He  grew  to  manhood  upon  his  father's  farm  and 
on  the  25tli  of  March.  1876,  formed  a  matrimonial 
alliance  with  Miss  Sarah  E.  Curtis,  daughter  of  A. 
and  Julia  A.  Curtis,  of  Auburn  Township.  She 
was  the  second  child  in  a  family  of  five  children 
of  whom  the  eldest,  Mary,  is  at  home.  Mrs.  Hatha- 
W!iy  was  born  May  12,  1858,  in  Auburn  Township 
where  her  parents  located  at  an  early  day;  Calvin 
L.  is  married  and  lives  in  that  township;  .lanet  is 
the  wife  of  Frank  Winct,  a  resident  farmer  of 
Windsor  Township.  Two  children  were  born  of 
the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hathaway,  but  the  elder 
M3-ron  Mason  is  now  deceased.  He  was  born 
September  6,  1877,  and  died  March  19,  1884,  of 
scarlet  fever;  Dexter  R.  born  September  23,  1878, 
is  at  home. 

Jlr.  Hathaway  owns  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  on 
section  14,  Bethel  Township,  whicli  he  made  his 
home  for  ten  years,  but  in  the  autumn  of  1890,  he 
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(k'cided  to  go  into  Inisiiiess  in  the  village  of  Hawk- 
e3'e  anrl  tiiere  built  a  comfortable  residence,  into 
wliicli  he  moved  his  family  on  its  completion.  He 
is  doing  si  lucrative  business  as  a  fiie  and  tornado 
insurance  agent  and  represents  the  Hartford  Com- 
pany, the  State,  of  Des  Moines  and  the  Des  Moines 
Hawkeye,  of  Des  Moines.  The  first  mentioned  is 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  reliable  companies  in 
the  countrj'  and  those  of  Iowa  have  leading  and 
prominent  business  men  at  their  head.  Mr.  Ilatlia- 
way  established  the  first  insurance  agency  in  Hawk- 
eye  and  though  lie  has  been  in  the  business  but  a 
short  time  he  is  rapidly  building  up  a  good  trade. 
While  residing  in  ISethel  Township  he  was  for  seven 
years  Justice  of  tlie  Peace,  and  on  his  removal  to 
Windsor  Townsliip  was  there  elected  to  the  game 
position.  He  is  also  Notary  Public  and  is  now 
Secretary  of  Relief  Lodge,  No.   138,  L  O,  O.  F. 


LBERT  H.  STRONG,  a  resident  of  Fnyette- 
who  has  now  retired  from  business  life,  is 

/)  111  a  native  of  Connecticut.  He  was  born  in 
Tolland  County,  April  12,  1811,  and  dis- 
tinctly' remembers  seeing  Gen.  La  Fayette  on  his 
second  visit  to  America  in  1825.  His  parents  were 
Noah  and  Grace  (Foote)  Strong,  both  of  whom 
were  also  natives  of  Connecticut,  while  the  families 
on  both  sides  have  for  many  generations  remote 
been  residents  of  this  country.  His  father  was  a 
farmer  and  lived  to  be  about  ninety-two  years  of 
age,  while  his  wife  had  also  attained  to  a  ripe  old 
age  at  her  death. 

In  their  family  were  nine  children,  of  whom  our 
subject  was  the  eldest.  Owing  to  this  fact  and 
thut  four  or  five  girls  came  after  him,  he  was  called 
upon  to  do  the  chores  and  run  the  errands  as  well 
as  perforna  bis  share  of  the  labor  in  the  field.  His 
education  went  no  farther  than  initiation  into  the 
mysteries  of  the  three  R's,  but  by  pei'sonal  effort 
he  has  made  himself  a  well-informed  man.  On 
reaching  mature  years,  he  worked  for  some  time  in 
a  dyeing  house  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  in  1834. 
traveling  by  way  of  the  Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo  and 
on  to  Detroit  and  by  stage  to  White  Pigeon,  Mich., 


entered  land  in  that  locality  and  improved  a  farm. 
He  enlisted  to  go  to  the  Toledo  war  and  was 
commissioned  Captain  of  the  militia  of  Michigan 
Territory. 

(Jn  the  6tli  of  January,  1S37,  Mr.  Strong  married 
Ann  Coffinger,  who  was  born  Ai)ril  28,  1818,  in 
Auburn,  N.  Y.  After  a  number  of  years  residence 
east  of  the  Mississippi,  in  July,  1854,  they  crossed 
the  Father  of  Waters  and  made  their  w.ay  by  wagon 
to  Chickasaw  County,  Iowa,  where  Mr.  Strong 
developed  and  improved  a  farm.  In  1865,  he  came 
to  Fayette  Citj,  and  has  since  made  this  his  home. 
His  wife  died  on  the  30th  of  December,  of  that 
year.  Their  union  was  blessed  with  six  children. 
Harriet,  born  October  6,  1837,  became  the  wife  of 
George  W.  Jenkins  and  died  in  Nebraska,  January 
10,  1864;  George  W.,  born  February  5,  1839, 
served  through  the  war  in  Company  C,  Thirty- 
eighth  Iowa  Infantry  and  now  resides  in  Ward 
County,  N.  1).;  Jennette,  born  June  2,  1841,  mar- 
ried Joshua  Hawkins  and  died  in  Paris,  Mo.,  April 
8,  1887;  Albert  G.,  born  October  18,  1843,  enlisted 
in  Company  B.  Seventh  Iowa  Infantry  in  October, 
1861,  and  died  in  the  hos[)ital  at  SI.  Louis,  on  the 
15lh  of  December  following:  Willard,  born  April 
21,  1845,  died  March  2,  1858;  Catherine  G.,  born 
March  26,  1853,  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  V.  Hunt, 
principal  of  the  schools  in  Delhi,  Delaware  Countj', 
Iowa.  On  the  7th  of  January',  1867,  Mr.  Strong 
was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Laura  S.  Burch, 
who  was  born  in  London,  Canada,  July  5,  1827, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Lydia  (Hogabocme) 
Burch,  natives  of  Vermont  and  New  York  respec- 
tively. Both  went  with  their  parents  to  Canada, 
where  they  married,  removing  thence  to  Illi 
nois  in  1840,  and  to  this  county  in  1857.  They 
located  in  Fayette,  where  Mr.  Burch  carried  on  the 
drug  business.  His  death  occurred  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five  years  and  his  wife  was  called  to  her  final 
rest  when  sixty-eight  years  of  age.  Both  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church  and  their  family 
numbers  eight  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Strong  is 
fifth  in  order  of  birth. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Strong  are  also  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  He  cast  his  first  vote  for  An- 
drew Jackson  and  continued  to  support  the  Demo- 
cratic party  until  the  time  of  the  election  of  Polk, 
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wlien  ho  became  an  Abolitionist  and  voted  for 
liirney  and  Hale.  On  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  party  he  joined  its  ranks  and  cast  his 
ballot  for  Fremont,  Lincoln  and  its  other  Presiden- 
tial nominees  until  the  rise  of  the  Prohibition  party, 
since  which  time  he  has  advocated  its  principles. 
Though  nearly  eighty  years  of  age  Mr.  Strong  is 
active  in  body  and  mind  and  there  is  no  ajjparent 
reason  why  he  may  not  live  to  be  one  hundred. 


(^p^  OLOMON  KNAPP,  an  honored  veteran  of 
the  late  war,  and  a  rejiresentative  farmer 
of  .Scott  Township  residing  on  section  35, 
was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  on 
the  19th  of  November,  1836.  His  father,  Harley 
Knai)p.  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  when  a  young 
man  removed  to  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.  He  ran  a 
boat  on  the  St.  Lawrence  River  until  1840,  after 
which  he  operated  a  sawmill,  and  later  in  life  eii- 
gaiied  in  farming.  In  Otsego  County,  in  1830,  he 
married  Miss  Sarah  Stoel,  vvho  was  born  in  Genesee 
County,  and  is  still  living,  her  home  being  in  St. 
Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Knapp  died  while 
on  a  visit  to  his  daughter  in  iMichigan.  in  1885,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-six  years.  The  children  of  that 
family  are:  George;  Sophia,  of  Colfax,  Iowa; 
Moses,  of  Michigan ;  Solomon,  of  this  sketch :  Sarah, 
who  is  living  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.;  Betsy,  of  Michi- 
gan; Zera,  who  served  in  the  One  Hundred  and 
Sixth  New  York  for  three  3'ears  as  Sergeant,  and  is 
now  living  in  Stockwell  County,  N.  Y. ;  Alva,  who 
died  in  St.  Lawrence  County;  and  William,  who  is 
living  in  that  county. 

Our  subject  spent  his  minority  in  his  native  State. 
The  advantages  of  his  youth  were  limited.  After 
the  age  of  nine  years  he  attended  school  only  dur- 
ing the  winter  season,  his  services  being  needed  at 
home  upon  the  farm  in  the  summer  months.  He 
remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  attaining  his 
majority  when  he  began  farming  for  himself  in  New 
Y'ork,  where  he  remained  until  1866,  when  he  emi- 
grated to  Buchanan  County,  Iowa,  settling  on  a 
farm  just  across  the  line  from  Fayette  County.  He 
purchased   forty   acres  of  land,  and  afterward   in- 


creased it  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  No 
improvements  had  been  made,  and  almost  the  en- 
tire county  was  in  a  similar  condition  of  wildness. 
He  removed  to  his  present  farm  in  1876,  and 
now  owns  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  arable 
land  lacking  nothing  that  is  usually  found  on  the 
model  farm  of  the  19th  century.  It  has  good 
buildings,  well  kept  grounds,  the  fields  are  well 
tilled,  the  machinery  is  of  the  latest  improved  meth- 
ods, and  the  stock  which  he  raises  is  of  good  grades. 
In  connection  with  general  farming  he  also  has  an 
interest  in  the  Aurora  Creamery  Association. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1866,  in  New  York,  Mr. 
Knapp  married  Miss  Rachel  E.  Taylor,  and  unto 
them  were  born  three  children,  but  all  died  in 
youth.  The  mother  died  in  1870.  In  Clayton 
County,  September  2,  1874,  Mr.  Knapp  wedded 
Mrs.  Annie  Debar,  nee  Weston.  She  was  born  in 
Michigan,  January  3,  1850,  and  came  to  Iowa  at 
the  age  of  fifteen  years.  By  her  first  marriage  she 
had  three  children  :  Lewis  J.,  who  is  living  in  Buch- 
anan County;  Ollie  May,  wife  of  J.  B.  Catant;  and 
George  W.  is  at  home.  By  the  second  marriage 
there  are  Otis  W.,  born  June  10,  1875;  and  Albert 
Ray,  born  on  the  31st  of  January,  1885. 

An  event  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Knapp  we  have  thus 
far  failed  to  mention,  but  not  on  account  of  its  un- 
importance. On  the  3d  of  September,  1861,  he  on- 
listed  for  the  late  war  as  a  member  of  Com|)an3-  D, 
Sixtieth  New  York  Infantry,  and  proceeded  to 
Ogdensburg,  where  the  regiment  was  drilled  for 
service,  and  then  to  Baltimore,  where  the  troops 
guarded  the  city  some  months.  Later  the^-  were 
ordered  to  Harper's  Ferry,  and  proceeded  up  the 
Shenandoah  Valley  until  meeting  the  enem}'  in  bat- 
tle at  Winchester.  Mr.  Knapp  was  taken  sick  at  Fair- 
fax Court  House  and  forced  to  spend  three  months 
in  the  hospital,  after  which  he  rejoined  his  regi- 
ment. He  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Antietam  and 
of  Chancellorsville,  where  the  regiment  w.as  sur- 
rounded and  lost  heavily.  The  next  great  battle, 
for  vve  omit  countless  skirmishes,  was  Getlysbnrg, 
and  on  the  second  day  of  the  fight,  while  Mr.  Knapp 
was  on  the  skirmish  line  his  rubber  blanket  was 
pierced  by  sixteen  bullets.  His  skin  was  marked 
in  seven  places  by  the  rebel  lead,  and  he  received 
a  ))uckshot   in  the  knee.     In  the  fall  of  1863  his 
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regiment  was  sent  to  the  Western  Department,  and 
lie  participated  in  the  battle  of  Lookout  Mountain, 
and  was  willi  Slierman  at  Dallas,  Ga.,  Peach  Tree 
Creek  and  Atlanta,  after  which  they  made  the  cele- 
l)ratcd  march  to  the  sea,  fighting  and  skirmishing 
all  along  the  way.  Later  came  the  battle  of  Savan- 
nah and  the  campaign  through  the  Carolinas  to 
Goldsboro,  where  Johnston  surrendered,  and  then, 
the}'  marched  to  Washington,  where  they  took  part 
in  tiie  Grand  Review,  tlie  most  brilliant  military 
pageant  ever  witnessed  in  the  New  World.  Mr. 
Knapp  had  been  promoted  to  Corporal  and  Ser- 
geant and  in  tiie  latter  rank,  after  three  years  and 
eleven  months  of  faithful  service,  was  honorably 
discharged.  On  the  last  march  toward  Washing- 
ton, the  regiment  passed  the  battlefield  of  Chancel- 
lorsville,  where  they  saw  the  bleaching  and  unbur- 
ied  bones  of  their  comrades  who  were  killed  two 
years  Ijcfore.  This  regiment  was  celebrated  for  its 
bravery,  and  out  of  the  ten  iiundred  and  ten  men 
who  entered  the  service,  only  one  Iiundred  and 
eigiity  returned. 

Mr.  Knapp  has  filled  a  number  of  local  oHicos, 
and  is  Repulilican  in  politics.  He  cast  his  first  vote 
for  Abraham  Lincoln.  By  his  fellow-townsmen  he 
is  accounted  one  of  the  influential  and  representa- 
tive citizens  of  tUe  community,  and  has  won  for 
himself  their  conlidence  and  regard.  His  soldier 
record  justly  deserves  the  praise  given  to  the  boys 
in  blue,  who  through  long  years  of  faithful  service 
followed  the  old  tlag,  willing  to  die  if  their  coun- 
try required  the  sacrifice. 


I  AMES  B.  SQITIRP:S  is  a  retired  farmer  of 
Putnam  Township,  residing  on  section  21. 
and  no  other  citizen  in  the  community  has  so 
long  resided  in  the  township  as  he.  AVitli  its 
progress  and  development  he  has  been  identified 
and  has  shared  in  the  labor  of  transforming  the 
wild  prairie  into  rich  and  fertile  farms.  He  was 
born  in  Essex  County,  N.  Y.,  June  9,  1826,  and  is 
a  son  of  Thomas  S.  Squires,  who  was  born  in  Vir- 
ginia. March  5,  1796.  His  people  were  farmers  for 
many  generations  and  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 


ject, Asa  Squires,  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
after  which  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in 
Vermont  until  his  death. 

When  a  young  man  Thomas  Squires  emigrated  to 
New  York  and  was  there  living  when  he  entered  the 
service  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  became  a  colonel 
in  a  New  York  regiment  and  married  the  widow  of 
one  of  his  captains  who  was  killed  in  battle.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Sybil  Andress  and  she  was  born 
in  Vermont,  April  23,  1796.  He  made  farming  his 
life  occupation,  and  in  1829  removed  from  New 
York  to  Ohio.  He  effected  a  settlement  in  Lorain 
County,  among  the  Indians,  and  in  the  midst  of  a 
heavily  timbered  region  began  the  development  of 
the  farm  upon  which  he  died  at  the  earlj'  age  of 
thirly-five  years.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  politics 
and  a  prominent  and  influential  citizen  of  the  com- 
munity. In  the  family  of  Thomas  and  Sybil  Squires 
were  four  children — Sophronia,  who  was  born  in 
Essex  County,  N.  Y.,  and  died  in  Ohio;  Philo,  a 
resident  of  Lorain  County,  Ohio;  James,  of  this 
sketch;  and  Charlotte,  wife  of  Nicholas  Long,  an 
early  settler  of  Putnam  Township.  The  mother 
survived  Mr.  Squires  some  jears  and  was  again 
married  in  1854.  Subsequently  she  became  a  resi- 
dent of  Dubuque,  Iowa,  but  died  in  Monona,  Iowa, 
May  5,  1867. 

Our  subject  was  but  three  years  of  age  when  the 
parents  emigrated  to  Ohio,  and  upon  a  farm  in  that 
State  he  was  reared  to  manhood.  He  received  but 
limited  educational  advantages  but  leained  to  swing 
an  ax,  make  a  straight  furrow,  and  plant  and  har- 
vest grain.  On  attaining  his  majority  he  left  the 
parental  roof  and  engaged  in  selling  dry -goods  from 
a  wagon  and  buying  cattle  and  wool.  In  those 
early  days  he  drove  cattle  across  the  mountains  to 
!  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  a  distance  of  six  hundred  miles.  In 
I  the  spring  of  1854,  he  came  to  Iowa,  locating  upon 
I  his  farm  which  was  then  wild  prairie  land.  He  en- 
tered six  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  this  conntj' 
and  one  Iiundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Cerro  Gordo 
County.  Not  a  furrow  had  been  turned  nor  an 
improvement  made  and  the  nearest  neighbor  was 
three  miles  away. 

The  changes  made  in  the  county  since  that  da}' 
are  wonderful,  but  not  greater  than  the  transform- 
ation  which   the  farm   of  Mr.  Squires  has  under- 
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gone.  Working  from  carl^'  morning  unlil  late  at 
niji'lit,  acre  after  acre  was  placed  under  the  plow, 
and  soon  abnndant  harvests  rewarded  the  labor  of 
ciilllvalion.  He  now  owns  four  hundred  acres  of 
rich  prairie  land,  uiion  which  is  a  line  resideiice, 
surrounded  by  a  beautiful  grove  of  his  own  plant- 
ing. While  coming  to  the  county  Mr.  Squires 
broke  a  switch  from  a  cottonwood  tree  in  Dubuque 
to  use  on  the  poii}'  he  rode.  He  carried  it  some 
six  or  seven  days,  during  which  time  the  end  was 
b;i>ken    off,    and  tlien    stuck  it  down  in   the  sod. 

Little  thought  and  no  care  was  given  to  it  but 
life  was  still  there  and  the  summer's  sun  and  rain 
have  caused  the  little  twig  to  become  a  mightv 
tree,  now  three  feet  in  diameter.  The  barns  an<l 
otiicr  necessary  out-buildings  are  in  keeping  with 
his  home  and  provide  shelter  for  his  stock  and  pro- 
tection from  the  weather  to  bis  grain.  Mr.  Squires 
has  also  given  considerable  attention  to  the  raising 
of  cattle,  doing  a  good  business  in  that  line.  He 
has  given  himself  assiduously  to  farm  work  since 
1854,  with  llie  excei)tion  of  a  part  of  tlie  years 
18G0-61,  which  he  spent  in  the  mines  of  the  Ivocky 
Mountains. 

On  the  27th  of  .Jul}',  1847,  Mr.  Scjuires  was 
joined  in  wedlock  in  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  with 
Delight  Andress,  daughter  of  Almon  and  Emily 
(Hancock)  Andress.  Her  father  was  born  in  Ver- 
mont, Decern Ijer  8,  1821,  and  was  a  brother  of  our 
subject's  mother.  He  went  to  Ohio  a  short  time 
previous  to  the  emigration  of  the  Squires  family 
and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  becoming 
a  weallliy  farmer.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Squires  are  the 
parents  of  four  sons  and  one  daughter — Clarence, 
who  married  Ella  Hiiies,  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
this  county  and  is  an  active  member  of  the  Farmers' 
Alliance;  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  who  was  born  in 
I8G1,  married  Lora  Chapman  and  resides  in  Put- 
nam Township;  Lester  L.  wedded  Emma  .lessen 
and  is  operating  the  old  homestead;  Charlie  C. 
married  Lavina  Dempster,  and  is  living  in  the 
county;  Birdie  Belle  is  an  invalid  and  remains  at 
home.  The  children  all  received  good  educational 
advantages,  while  Ste|)heu  was  a  student  in  the 
I'pper  Iowa  University  and  Clarence  i)ursued  a. 
year's  course  of  study  in  a  school  in  Ohio. 

Mr.  Squires  was  one  of  the  first  seven^voters  in 


Putnam  Townshif)  and  at  that  early  da^'  was  elected 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  a  |)osition  which  lie  has  filled 
almost  continuously  ever  since.  However,  he  has 
never  sought  public  office  but  feels  a  deep  interest 
in  the  success  of  the  Democratic  party,  with  which 
he  votes.  He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  lodge  in 
Strawberry  Point  and  is  one  of  the  I'nited  Work- 
men, of  Brush  Creek.  A  successful  business  man, 
sagacious  and  far-sighted,  he  has  become  a  pros- 
perous citizen  of  the  community  and  well  deserves 
recognition  in  this  volume.  He  is  one  of  the  few 
left  to  tell  the  story  of  pioneer  life  when  Fayette 
County  was  on  the  western  frontier,  and  the  active 
part  which  he  has  taken  in  its  uplniilding  makes 
him  familiar  with  its  history. 


'•    •    ^- 


^^^ 


aJIOMAS    EPHRAIM    SHAMBArOH,    de- 

c^-\\  ceased,  was  born  on  the  4lh  of  April,  1822, 
in  Frederick  (now  Warren)  County,  Va., 
and  was  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (15arrow  Sham- 
baugli.  His  boyhood  days  passed  uneventfully 
and  ill  the  district  school  he  acc(uired  his  education. 
On  reaching  manhood  he  chose  as  a  helpmate  on 
life's  journey  Miss  Barbara  A.  Larrick,  the  wedding 
being  celebrated  on  the  30tli  of  November,  1843. 
The  lady,  also  a  native  of  Frederick  County,  Va., 
born  April  21,  1824,  is  a  daughter  of  Jose|ih  and 
Ann  (Mauk)  Larrick,  who  were  also  born  in  Vir- 
ginia, but  on  the  paternal  side  the  family  is  of 
French  origin  and  on  the  maternal  side  of  German 
lineage.  Her  parents  s|)ent  their  entire  lives  in 
their  native  State  and  unto  them  were  born  six 
children — two  sons  and  four  daughters.  After  the 
death  of  the  mother  Mr.  Larrick  wedded  Mrs. 
Mary  (Bell)  Guyer,  by  whom  he  had  five  children. 
Of  the  eleven  only  four  are  now  living,  three  of 
the  first  marriage  and  one  of  the  second. 

In  the  autumn  of  18oij,  accoin|)anied  b}' his  fam- 
ily, .Mr.  Shambaugh  bade  good-l)y  to  his  old  home, 
emigrating  westward  and  spent  the  first  winter  in 
Dubuque  County,  Iowa.  The  following  Marcdi  he 
came  to  this  county-,  locating  in  Brush  Creek, 
where  he  embarked  in  business  with  his  brother, 
C.  D.  Shambaugh,  which  connection  continued  for 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


403 


a  number  of  years.  Together  tbej'  built  a  liotel 
known  as  the  Shambaugh  House,  which  afterward 
became  the  property  of  our  subject  who  operated 
it  successfully  until  his  death.  With  his  brother 
lie  owned  the  land  on  which  Brush  Creek  is  now 
built  and  in  connection  with  hotel-keeping  he  de- 
voted some  time  and  attention  to  farming.  He  was 
a  worthy  and  valued  citizen,  public-spirited  and 
progressive  and  took  a  commendable  interest  in 
anything  that  would  advance  the  general  welfare. 
In  political  sentiment  he  was  a  Democrat  and  was 
a  member  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  in  which  he 
served  as  Deacon  for  some  years.  He  led  an  up- 
right life  and  thus  won  tlie  confidence  and  good 
will  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  He  died 
September  24,  1867,  and  the  friends  he  left  behind 
were  manj^. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shambaugh  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children  but  only  three  are  now  living: 
Mary  E.  died  at  the  age  of  six  years;  Ann  E.  is  the 
wife  of  William  C.  Glime,  of  this  county;  Joseph 
W.  died  in  his  eleventh  year;  .James  T.  is  a  farmer 
of  Putnam  Township;  Emma  died  in  tiie  third  year 
of  her  age:  Charles  N.  is  a  farmer  of  Fairfield 
Tf>wnship,  and  Lena  died  at  tlie  age  of  eleven 
years.  The  mother  of  this  family  who,  like  her 
husband,  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Christian 
Church  is  still  living  in  Brush  Creek  where  she  is 
widely  known  and  enjoys  the  high  regard  of  a  large 
circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 


_         DKINS  J.  MORTON  is  engaged  in  general 
©/CJi     farming    and    stock-raising  on    section  4, 
liJ    Windsor  Township.     He  is  a  descendant 
(^^  of  one  of  the  early  families  of  A^ormont; 

in  fact,  the  family  dates  its  origin  back  to  the  land- 
ing of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  from  the  ''Mayflower" 
in  1G20,  three  brothers  of  the  name  of  Morton 
having  been  members  of  that  little  band  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  who  braved  tlie  trials  of  an 
ocean  voyage  to  find  religious  Uberty  in  the  New 
World.  His  parents  were  James  and  Zeruah 
(Stearns)  Morton.  His  father  was  born  in  Putnam, 
Vt.,  in  1788,  and  enlisting   at  Benson   served  as  a 


soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  one  of  the 
Minute  Men,  served  in  the  battle  of  Plattsburg,  and 
afterwards  received  a  pension  of  ^H  per  month  in 
recognition  of  his  services.  The  lad^f  whom  he 
married  was  the  widow  of  Samuel  Axtel,  who  died 
of  disease  while  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  One 
child  was  born  of  that  marriage — Diantha,  now  the 
wife  of  Rev.  William  Whitfield  of  Pierrepont,  St. 
Lawrence  Countj-,  N.  Y.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morton 
became  tlie  parents  of  the  following  children: 
Samuel  A.,  the  eldest,  born  on  the  16th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1818,  married  Margaret  Dryden  and  they 
now  reside  in  Auburn  Township,  Fayette  County; 
Lydia  A.,  who  was  born  in  Orwell,  Vt.,  June  10, 
1820,  is  the  widow  of  Joel  H.  Beckwith,  and  with 
iier  family  of  three  children  now  resides  in  her 
native  State;  Clarke  A.,  born  August  27,  1822, 
married  Mary  O.  Haff  of  Sudbury,  Vt.,  and  died 
December  24,  1886;  Esther,  born  in  1824,  died  in 
infancy;  Eli,  born  October  16,  1826,  died  in 
183.5;  Esther  A.,  born  October  14,  18-30,  died  in 
Brandon,  Vt. ;  Luciua  W..  born  August  20,  1832, 
is  the  wife  of  Ezekiel  Worden  of  Brandon,  Vt. ; 
Charles  P.,  born  in  Sudbury,  Vt.,  October  16,  1837, 
married  Jennie  (Fitzgerald)  Brownell,  widow  of 
Mr.  Brownell,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Fifth  Ver- 
mont Infantry  and  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Spott- 
sylvauia,  Ya.;  Charles  P.  served  as  corporal  in  Com- 
pany G,  Twelfth  Vermont  Infantry. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our  sul)- 
ject,  who  is  a  native  of  Sudbury,  Rutland  County, 
Vt.  He  was  born  August  14,  1835,  and  in  his 
native  State  was  reared  to  manhood  and  acquired 
his  education.  After  he  had  attained  to  mature 
years  he  wedded  Miss  Sarah  L.,  daughter  of  Rus- 
sell and  Sarah  G.  (Redfield)  Hathaway.  She  was 
born  in  Malone,  Franklin  County,  N.  Y.,  January 
12,  1840.  Her  father  was  born  in  Grafton,  Mass., 
November  5.  1814,  and  her  mother,  a  native  of 
Claremont,  N.  II.,  was  born  June  11,  181'J.  In 
their  family  were  John,  Sarah,  Charles,  Mary, 
Allen  S.,  Uriah  M.,  Anah  K.  and  Edith  I.  John 
died  at  the  age  of  eleven  yeais  and  Charles  was 
drowned  in  the  Turkey  River  in  1866.  All  of  the 
other  children  are  residents  of  Fayette  Count}^ 
Iowa,  where  the  parents  also  reside. 

Mr.  Morton  and  his  wife  began    their    domestic 


464 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


life  in  the  Gre^n  Mountain  State,  where  he  devoted 
himself  assiduous!}'  to  his  business  interests  until 
the  7 Ih  of  December,  1863,  when  lie  enrolled  his 
name  among  the  l)oys  in  blue  of  Comijanj-  C, 
Eleventh  Vermont  Heavy  Artiller}-,  the  regiment 
being  known  as  the  First  Vermont  Artillery.  He 
served  in  the  fortifications  around  Washington  until 
May,  1864,  when  with  his  company  he  was  sent  to 
the  front  and  became  a  part  of  the  Vermont  Brig- 
ade or  the  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Sixth 
Arm}'  Corps.  At  the  lime  the  regiment  was  assigned 
to  duty  at  the  front  it  mustered  more  men  tlian  any 
other  in  tiie  brigade.  The  first  engagement  in 
which  Mr.  Morton  participated  was  the  battle  of 
Spottsylvania, 'N'a.,  May  12,  1864,  after  which  lie 
aided  in  the  construction  of  thirty  miles  of  breast- 
works, extending  parallel  to  the  enemy's  lines,  from 
Spoltsylvaula  to  Cold  Harbor.  While  on  the  march 
to  the  latter  place  our  subject  was  prostrated  bj*  a 
sunstroke  wliich  was  followed  by  tyiihoid  and  brain 
fever.  For  eight  days  after  reaching  Washington 
he  remained  unconscious  and  his  sickness  resulted 
in  a  complication  of  diseases,  the  most  serious  of 
which  was  anchylosis  at  the  right  elbow  joint,  and 
gangrene.  His  numei'ous  ailments  resulted  in  per- 
manent injury  to  his  health.  All  through  the  fall 
ami  winter  he  remained  in  the  hos|:)ital.  and  the  fol- 
lowing spring,  having  sulliciently  recovered,  he  was 
permitted  to  return  home  and  on  the  Kith  of  March, 
1865,  was  discharged  from  the  service  on  account 
of  disability. 

Mr.  Morton's  family  was  then  living  in  Sudbury, 
^'t.,  where  he  joined  his  wife  and  children,  there 
continuing  to  reside  until  the  spring  of  the  follow- 
ing year  when  he  came  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Eden. 
In  the  autumn  of  1866,  he  took  up  his  residence 
u|)on  his  present  farm  which  has  now  been  hi.'!  home 
fur  almost  a  quarter  of  a  century.  He  is  the  owner 
of  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  and  one-half  acres 
of  line  land,  well  cultivated  and  improved.  I'nto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morton  have  been  horn  five  children 
riiid  the  family  circle  yet  remains  unbroken.  Sadie 
Z.,  who  was  born  in  INIalone,  Franklin  County,  N.  Y., 
October  H,  1862,  has  for  several  years  successfully 
engaged  in  leaching;  Clark  A.,  born  .lanuary  1.3, 
1867.  aids  his  father  in  the  cultivation  of  the  old 
homestead;  Edith  Alice  was  born  .luly    13,    1870: 


WeleomeW.,  November  25,  1876;and  .John  Wedge- 
wood,  April  27,  1884.  The  three  younger  children 
are  attending  school.  The  Morton  family  is  well 
known  throughout  the  community  ami  held  in 
universal  esteem. 


■•oto.-^^<^- 


AMI' EL  SMITH,  a  well-lo-do  farmer  of 
.Jefferson  Townsiiip,  has  been  a  resident  of 
the  count}'  since  the  8th  of  March,  1869. 
llis  home  is  situated  on  section  16,  and  he 
owns  four  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  arable  land 
which  pays  a  golden  tribute  to  his  care  and  culti- 
vation. It  is  divided  into  fields  of  convenient 
size  which  are  well  tilled,  good  buildings  have  been 
placed  upon  it  and  nothing  is  lacking  which  goes 
to  make  u|)  a  model  farm.  Mr.  Smith  was  born  in 
Yorkshire,  England,  on  the  8th  of  .lanuary,  1838, 
and  is  a  son  of  Richard  and  Martha  (Hanson) 
Smith,  who  were  also  natives  of  Yorkshire,  the 
father  born  on  the  2d  of  August,  1815,  and  the 
mother  in  1817.  In  the  Smith  family  to  which 
Richard  belonged  there  were  five  tirothers  and  four 
sisters,  the  eldest  of  whom.  William,  was  a  wool- 
comber  by  trade.  He  spent  his  entire  life  in  his 
native  land  and  died  after  reaching  manhood.  He 
married  Sarah  Smith  and  unto  them  were  born  two 
daughters.  James,  who  was  married  and  had  two 
children,  engaged  in  the  same  business  as  his 
brother  and  died  in  his  native  land;  Joseph  also 
worked  at  wool-combing,  married  Sarah  Ranisden, 
by  whom  he  had  two  daughters  who  are  yet  living: 
Robert,  who  worked  in  a  stone  quarry,  wedded 
Sarah  Moore  and  both  arc  now  deceased.  Four 
daughters  survive  them.  Helen,  only  sister  of 
Richard  Smith,  became  the  wife  of  Thomas  Han- 
son, of  England,  who  emigrated  with  his  family  to 
America  in  185y,  locating  in  Jefferson  Township 
on  a  farm  of  sixty  acres.  He  is  novv  one  of  the 
wealthy  citizens  of  this  community.  His  wife  died 
in  1884.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  sons  and 
one  daughter. 

The  family  to  which  Martha  Smith,  mother  of 
our  subject,  belonged  numbered  the  following: 
Sarah,  who  became  the  wife  of  John  Braswell  and 
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the  mother  of  seven  chilrtren,  spent  her  entire  life 
in  her  native  land  where  her  husband  was  employed 
in  the  weaving-  department  of  a  wool  factory;  Re- 
liecca  married  Joiin  Rile3%  a  foreman  in  a  wool 
factory  and  unto  them  were  born  six  children,  of 
whom  two  sons  came  to  America  and  now  reside 
in  Boston ;  Betsy,  who  followed  the  profession  of 
dress-making  previous  to  her  marriage,  became  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Kay,  a  wool-comber;  Deborah 
married  John  Judson  who  was  likewise  engaged  in 
that  work;  Esther  became  the  wife  of  James  Green- 
wood, a  machinist,  and  unto  them  were  born  five 
children,  two  of  whom,  sons,  are  now  living  in 
Boston.  Her  death  occurred  in  her  native  land 
September  14,  1890.  Thomas  is  mentioned  else- 
where in  this  sketch  as  the  husband  of  Ellen  Smith. 
Joseph  was  married  in  England,  came  to  America 
in  18C7.  locating  on  a  farm  of  sixty  acres  in  Jeffer- 
son Township.  He  now  owns  eighty  acres  upon 
which  he  makes  his  home  with  his  wife  and  two 
sons.  Jesse,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  England, 
married  Sarah  Mitchell  by  whom  he  lus  six  chil- 
dren, and  John,  who  completes  the  family,  is  mar- 
ritd  and  resides  in  his  native  land.  Richard  Smith, 
father  of  our  subject,  engaged  in  merchandising  in 
Keighley  for  many  years  but  never  left  his  native 
land  for  America. 

Samuel  Smith,  whose  name  heads  this  notice, 
spent  the  days  of  his  bo3!iood  and  youth  in  En- 
gland and  after  he  had  attained  to  mature  j'ears 
wedded  Miss  Hannah  Park.  When  a  young  man 
he  had  served  an  apprenticeship  of  seven  years  to 
the  machinist's  trade  and  after  the  expiration  of  his 
term  continued  to  engage  in  that  business  for  ten 
years.  During  the  first  3'ear  of  his  apprenticeship 
he  received  only  three  shillings  per  week  and  the 
highest  wages  paid  were  eight  shillings,  out  of 
wiiicli  sum  he  boarded  himself.  When  working  as 
a  journej'man  he  received  as  a  compensation  for 
his  services  thirty-six  shillings  per  week,  equal  to 
about  ^a.M  in  our  money,  and  during  the  last 
three  years  of  his  residence  in  England,  while  oc- 
cupying the  position  of  foreman,  he  made  from  $25 
to  130.  This  position  he  was  at  length  forced  to 
abandon,  however,  on  account  of  failing  healtli  and 
he  resolved  to  try  his  fortune  in  America.  Cross- 
ing the  Atlantic  in  1869  he  came  to  this  county  as 


before  stated  and  purciiased  eighty  acres  of  im- 
proved land  in  Jefferson  Township.  The  following 
spring  he  was  joined  by  his  family  and  commenced 
his  farming  operations  with  the  success  indicated 
at  the  beginning  of  this  sketch.  Mr.  Smitli  is  a. 
man  of  good  business  ability,  industrious  and  enter- 
prising. He  has  been  a  member  of  the  School 
Board  for  two  years,  is  a  Democrat  in  politics  and 
socially  is  a  member  of  the  United  Workmen. 

Unto  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  been  born  six 
children:  Alice  is  the  wife  of  Edward  E.  Day,  a 
prosperous  farmer  of  Jefferson  Township  own- 
ing one  hundred  acres  of  well-improved  land. 
Two  children  grace  their  union— P>lward  Y.,  born 
June  4,  1888,  and  Mabel,  born  November  15,  1889; 
Thomas  aids  in  the  cultivation  of  the  home  farm ; 
Jane  is  the  wife  of  George  J.  Snyder  who  owns  a 
farm  of  eighty  acres  but  rents  his  land  and  engages 
in  the  livery  business  in  Oelwein ;  thej' have  two 
children — Lee,  born  in  February,  1889,  and  one 
boy  unnamed,  born  in  1890.  Sarah  Martha  is  en- 
gaged in  dress-making  in  Oelwein;  Richard  and 
Mary  Ellen  are  now  attending  school. 


->^ 


ICHARD  C.  BAKER,  M.  D.,  the  only 
homeopathic  physician  and  surgeon  of  Oel- 
wein, is  a  native  of  Wisconsin.  He  was 
^^  born  on  the  9tli  of  September,  18G1,  in 
West  Granville,  Milwaukee  County,  and  is  a  son 
of  the  Rev.  John  Edwin  and  Rebecca  (Robbins) 
Baker.  His  father,  who  for  a  number  of  j'ears  has 
laljored  in  the  ministry  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Cliurcli,  was  born  in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y., 
November  6,  1831,  and  is  of  English  and  INIohawk 
Dutch  extraction.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was 
born  in  New  Jersey',  July  3,  1835.  The  family 
emigrated  from  New  York  to  Wisconsin  during  the 
early  history  of  the  latter  State  and  when  Richard 
was  a  lad  of  four  summers  came  to  Iowa  in  1865. 
They  took  up  their  residence  in  Black  Hawk  County 
and  since  the  >'ear  1873  have  resided  in  the  city 
of  Waterloo. 

We  thus   see   that   Dr.  Baker  has  spent  almost 
his  entire  life  in  this  State.     He  was  fitted  for  the 
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profession  which  he  has  followed  by  liberal  educa- 
tional advantages.  After  attending  the  High  School 
of  Waterloo  he  [nnsued  a  normal  and  commercial 
course  at  the  Normal  School  of  Valparaiso,  Ind., 
and  in  the  fall  of  1888  entered  the  Iowa  State 
University.  After  two  years  of  diligent  study  he 
was  graduated  from  the  medical  department  of  that 
institution  March  10,  1890,  and  at  once  began 
practice  in  Oelwein. 

On  Thanksgiving  Day,  November  27,  1890,  the 
Doctor  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Nettie  Lee, 
the  union  being  celebrated  at  her  home  in  Wessing- 
ton  Springs,  S.  Dak.  She  was  born  in  Lewis  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Horace  R.  and  Sarah 
Esther  (Hathaway)  Lee.  With  her  parents  she 
came  to  Iowa  during  her  infancy,  the  family  locat- 
ing in  Toledo,  Tama  County,  where  the  death  of 
h(!r  father  occurred  on  the  1st  of  December,  18G7, 
the  year  of  their  coming  to  Iowa.  Her  mother 
subsequently  married  A.  I.  Churchill,  and  in  1883 
they  removed  to  Marshalltown,  Iowa.  Their  home 
is  now  in  AVessington  Springs,  S.  Dak. 

In  civic  societies  Dr.  Baker  takes  some  interest. 
He  is  a  member  of  Hebron  Lodge,  No.  374, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M. ;  of  Oelwein  Chapter  NA.  4.5,  R.  A.  M., 
and  Oelwein  Lodge.  No.  296,  I.  O.  G.  T.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  politics,  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  a  warm  friend  of  temperance 
and  a  man  whom  all  respect  and  honor.  Although 
but  recently  established  in  Oelwein  the  Doctor  has 
already  won  a  successful  start.  As  he  is  well-read 
in  his  profession,  of  superior  skill,  and  is  a  true 
gentleman  by  nature  and  education  his  course  to 
marked  success  is  only  a  question  of  time. 


■jEN  SCIIORI,  an  extensive  stock  and  grain 
dealer  of  Elgin,  Iowa,  has  been  a  resident 
of  the  county  since  1853,  covering  a  period 
of  thirty-eight  consecutive  years.  He  is  a 
native  of  Canton  Berne,  Switzerland,  where  his 
birth  occurred  July  6,  1841.  His  parents,  Ben  and 
Anna  (Baumgartner)  Schori,  were  also  natives  of 
the  same  canton,  where  his  mother  died,  leaving 
two    children — our    subject,    who    was    then    two 


years  old;  and  Nicholas,  who  died  in  Elgin,  leav- 
ing a  family.  After  her  death  Mr.  Schori  again 
married,  and  in  1847  he  came  to  the  United  States, 
working  for  two  years  in  Ohio,  after  which  he 
sent  for  his  wife.  About  1849  our  subject  and 
his  brother,  accompanied  with  an  uncle,  crossed 
the  Atlantic  to  America,  spending  one  year  in 
Peoria,  III.,  after  which  they  joined  their  father  in 
Ohio.  In  the  spring  of  1853  the  family  removed 
to  Clayton  County,  Iowa,  and  in  the  fall  of  the 
same  year  moved  across  to  Pleasant  Valley  Town- 
ship. That  was  the  winter  of  the  deep  snow 
and  Ben  would  haul  wood  for  miles  rather  than 
cut  the  j'oung  timber  from  his  brush  land  as  he 
supposed  in  a  few  years  timber  would  be  an  object 
of  value.  On  one  occasion  they  shoveled  snow  all 
d.ay  trying  to  make  a  road  to  the  timber,  but  at 
night  had  to  shovel  a  place  to  turn  their  team 
around  in  and  returned  home  without  fuel.  To 
freeze  hands,  feet,  ears  and  noses  was  not  an  uncom- 
mon feature  or  experience  in  pioneer  life.  In 
later  years  the  father  removed  to  Elgin,  where  for 
some  time  he  carried  on  a  store  and  kept  a  meat 
market.  His  death  occurred  in  that  place  at  the 
age  of  sixty  years,  he  leaving  a  family  by  his  sec- 
ond wife,  of  whom  two  daughters  yet  survive. 

Our  subject  had  little  opportunity  for  securing 
an  education.  In  fact  he  did  not  even  attend  the 
district  schools,  and  when  married  did  not  know 
his  letters.  On  the  1st  ofSeptomber,  1864,  he  was 
joined  in  wedlock  with  Elizal)eth  Bowder,  who 
was  born  in  Switzerland,  and  when  a  j'Oung  lady 
came  with  her  parents  to  the  United  States.  Unto 
them  were  born  eight  children,  four  sons  and  four 
daughters — Emma,  Albert,  Ernest,  Oeorge,  Ida, 
Clara,  Holda  and  Elmer  B. 

For  three  years  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Schori 
lived  u|)on  a  rented  farm  and  then  took  charge  of 
his  father's  butcher  shop.  He  removed  to  Elgin 
about  1870,  and  after  carrying  on  a  shop  for  some 
four  years  began  dealing  in  stock,  which  pursuit 
he  has  made  his  chief  business  since.  He  is  recog- 
nized as  the  leading  dealer  in  the  count}'  and  also 
does  a  large  business  as  a  grain  dealer,  having  two 
warehouses  in  Elgin,  and  has  charge  of  one  in  Cler- 
mont. He  owns  five  hundred  acres  of  land  in  this 
and  Clayton   County  which  yield   to  him   a  good 
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income.  Sucli  has  been  liis  success  in  business  that 
he  is  now  numbered  among  the  substantial  citizens 
of  Fayette  County  and  one  of  its  self-made  men. 
Politically  he  is  a  IJemocrat  and  is  a  worthy 
citizen  who  takes  a  commendable  intei'est  in  every- 
thing |)ertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  county. 

t^^EPIIANIAlI  DRAKE  8C0BKV,  a  promi- 
/iv  nent  citizen  of  Iowa  and  ex-Clerk  of  the 
/i'—^  District  Court  for  the  county  of  Fayette,  is 
a  native  of  New  Jersey.  He  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Cliester,  Morris  County,  that  State,  December 
15,  1817,  and  is  of  Scotch  and  Welsh  descent.  His 
father,  David  Scobey,  wlio  was  born  in  New  Jer- 
sey, April  1  1,  1789,  was  a  grandson  of  Archibald 
Scobey,  and  a  son  of  James  Scobey.  David  Sco- 
bey married  Content  Wilkinson,  who  was  born  in 
Dutciiess  County,  N.  Y.,  October  2.  1794,  and  died 
March  2G,  18G4,  leaving  two  children,  sons.  Three 
others  died  in  infancy.  The  mother  was  a  lineal 
descendant  of  Samuel  Jackson  and  Ruth  Smith, 
who  were  natives  of  Wales,  and  in  that  country 
were  married,  emigrating  to  America  in  1715.  She 
was  an  earnest  Christian  woman  who  faithfully  dis- 
charged every  duty  of  life.  David  Scobey  was  a 
tanner  and  currier  by  trade,  an  upright  man,  and 
much  respected.  His  death  occurred  Jul^^  26,  1  827, 
at  the  early  age  of  thirty-seven  years. 

In  1822.  the  subject  of  tiiis  sketch  removed  with 
his  parents  from  New  Jersey  to  Pouglikeepsie, 
Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  reared  to 
manhood.  When  nine  years  of  age  iiis  father's 
death  occurred,  and  from  that  time  until  he  at- 
taineil  his  majority,  he  was  generally  employed 
among  the  neighboring  agriculturists  as  a  farmer's 
buy  or  farm  hand.  His  circumstances  demanded 
almost  continuous  labor,  and  his  advantages  of  edu- 
cation were  limited  to  brief  intervaLs  of  attendance 
at  the  district  sc'hool  up  to  his  sixteenth  j-ear.  In 
this  way  he  obtained  only  the  bare  rudiments  of  an 
education.  When  twenty-one  }'ears  of  age  he  found 
himself  possessed  of  a  cash  capital  of  $120,  with 
which  to  begin  life.  His  first  great  desire  was  to 
educate  himself,  and  the  succeeding  six  years  were 


devoted  to  that  end.  One  half  of  that  time  he  was 
a  student  in  the  Ameiiia  Seminary  of  Dutchess 
County,  and  the  Onedia  Institute  of  Whitestown, 
N.  Y.,  while  the  other  half  was  spent  in  teaching 
to  defray  his  expenses.  When  seventeen  years  of 
age  he  became  impressed  with  the  divine  faith,  and 
and  on  the  5th  of  Februar}',  1837,  united  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  devoted  much 
time  to  theological  study,  and  when  twenty-seven 
years  of  age  he  felt  that  he  ha<l  a  call  to  preach  the 
Gospel,  which  being  endorsed  by  the  ciuirch,  in 
May,  1845,  he  was  received  by  the  Nevv  York  An- 
nual Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcoiial  Church 
as  a  traveling  minister.  The  succeeding  ten  3'ears 
were  spent  in  ministerial  service. 

On  tlie  lOth  of  May,  1  848,  Mr.  Scobey  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Eleanor  Elizabeth  Ander- 
son, daughter  of  Charles  and  Sarah  (Brelsford) 
Anderson.  She  was  born  near  Ann  Arbor,  Mich., 
December  li),  1824,  and  their  union  was  blessed 
with  three  sons  and  two  daughters:  Sarah  Brelsford, 
who  is  now  the  widow  of  A.  J.  Duncan,  and  makes 
her  home  in  Fayette,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Upper 
Iowa  University,  and  is  now  a  student  in  the  Ilahne- 
luann  Medical  College,  of  Chicago;  George  Potter, 
who  completed  the  business  course  and  was  grad- 
uated from  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  married 
Miss  Martha  E.  Boyce,and  resides  in  Fayette;  John 
O'Brien,  who  was  graduated  from  the  same  univer- 
sity, married  Myrtie  Walker,  and  is  a  practicing 
attorney  of  Chicago;  Charles  Robert  A.,  also  a 
graduate  of  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  married 
Miss  I'Jizabeth  J.  Stratchan.  and  is  the  present  In- 
dian agent  at  T'oplar  Creek  Agency,  Mont.;  Car- 
rie Oplielia.  who  completes  the  family,  was  also 
educated  at  the  same  university,  and  is  emplo3'ed 
as  book-keeper  in  a  Chicago  publishing  house. 

After  ten  years  of  active  service  as  a  Methodist 
preaclior,  Mr.  Scobey  found  his  health  so  seriously 
im|)aired  that  he  was  forced  to  resign  his  work.  He 
.asked  for  and  received  a  superannuated  relation  to 
the  conference,  wliich  relation  has  continued  to 
the  present,  but  in  the  meantime  ho  has  [(reached 
occasionally  and  labored,  as  far  as  his  strength 
would  permit,  for  the  prosperit3-  of  the  church. 
Acconiiianiod  by  his  family,  consisting  of  wife  and 
fivechildren,  in  March,  18.">9,he  emigrated  to  Dela- 
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ware  Count}',  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  farming. 
He  is  a  Republican  in  polities,  and  lias  iield  various 
public  olfices  of  honor  and  trust.  In  18G1,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  County  Board  of  Super- 
visors from  his  township  without  regard  to  party 
aHiliations.  Tiie  board  saw  lit  to  constitute  liim  its 
Chairman,  in  which  position  he  served  one  year. 
In  1862,  he  received  the  Republican  nomination 
for  Treasurer  of  Delaware  County,  and  was  duly 
elected  to  that  office,  and  afterward  re-elected.  At 
the  close  of  his  term  of  service  in  1866,  he  was  ap- 
pointed Assistant  State  Agent  of  the  American 
Bible  Society,  having  assigned  to  him  as  his  field 
of  labor  thirty-five  counties  in  Northern  and  Nortli- 
weslein  Iowa.  Finding  the  duties  of  the  position 
too  arduous  for  his  enfeebled  health,  he  vvas  forced 
to  resign,  much  against  his  own  and  the  wishes  of 
the  society.  In  ISCil  he  was  called  to  the  financial 
ao-ency  of  the  Upper  Iowa  University.  Being  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  institution 
and  desiring  to  educate  his  children,  he  accepted 
the  position  and  witli  his  family  came  to  Fayette 
In  August  of  tiiat  year.  During  his  agency,  Mr. 
Scol)ey  was  admitted  as  an  attorney-at-law  to  the 
Fayette  County  bar,  and  subsequently  was  admit- 
ted to  practice  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State. 
In  January,  1873,  he  was  appointed  Postmaster  of 
Fayette  to  fill  a  vacancy,  and  served  in  tiiat  office 
for  thirteen  years  and  two  months. 

On  tlie  I'Jth  of  Januai-}',  187;"),  the  family  met 
with  a  sad  bereavement  in  tlie  death  of  the  wife 
and  mother.  It  is  justly  said  of  her  that  she  was 
most  loved  where  best  known.  On  tlie  7th  of  June, 
1877,  Mr.  Scobey  was  married  a  second  time,  his 
present  wife  Iiaving  been  Miss  Catherine  Alexan- 
der, daughter  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Alexander, 
the  founders  of  the  Upper  Iowa  University.  She  was 
born  in  La  Fayette,  Ind.,  and  came  to  Iowa  with  her 
parents  in  184'J.  She  enjoys  the  distinction  of  hav- 
ing' been  the  first  student  whose  name  was  received 
at  the  opening  of  the  Upper  Iowa  University. 

During  the  years  1886-87,  Mr.  Scobey  was  con- 
nected with  llie  law  office  of  Messrs.  Iloyt  &  Dun- 
can, of  Fayette.  In  the  fall  of  1888,  he  was  nomin- 
ated by  the  Republican  party  for  the  position  of 
Clerk  of  the  District  Court  of  Fayette  County  and 
elected  by  the  people,  which  position  he  now  holds. 


He  is  a  prominent  and  active  Mason,  and  has  con- 
tributed liberally  to  the  liierature  of  the  order, 
both  in  prose  and  verse.  His  Masonic  liistory  is 
as  follows:  He  was  made  a  JMason  in  the  fall  of 
1865,  as  a  member  of  Orion  Lodge,  No.  132,  of 
Di'ersville,  Iowa,  and  was  raised  to  the  Master's 
degree  in  December  of  that  year.  Removing  to 
Buchanan  Count}-  lie  demitted,  and  was  for  a  time  a 
member  of  Siloam  Lodge,  No.  222,  of  Jesup,  Iowa. 
On  removing  to  Fa3'ette  in  June,  1869,  he  again 
demitted  and  became  a  member  of  Pleiades  Lodge, 
No.  248,  on  the  18tli  of  December  of  that  year,  in 
which  lodge  he  still  holds  membership.  He  served 
two  years  as  Junior  AVarden.  and  the  same  length 
of  time  as  Senior  Warden.  He  was  elected  to  the 
position  of  AVorshipful  Master,  in  which  he  served 
three  years,  and  has  served  as  Representative  to 
tlie  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa  for  a  period  of  ten  ^ears. 
By  the  courtesy  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  he  is  now 
the  Grand  Representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
JMaine,  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa.  In  F"eb- 
ruary,  1882,  he  received  the  Capitular  degrees  and 
was  exalted  as  a  llo3-al  Arch  Mason,  and  became  a 
member  of  Ansel  Humphrey  Chapter,  No.  80,  R. 
A.  M.,  of  Fayette.  In  March,  1887,  he  received 
the  Ciyptic  degrees  in  said  chapter.  He  served  the 
chapter  two  years  as  principal  Sojourner;  two  years 
as  Captain  of  the  Host;  three  years  as  High  Priest, 
and  represented  his  chapter  in  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Iowa;  also  was  appointed  and  served  as  Clia()- 
lain  of  that  body  for  three  years.  He  was  Knighted 
Februarj'  12,  1886,  in  Langridge  Commandeiy,  No. 
47,  K.  T.  at  West  Union,  Iowa.  The  writer  is  un- 
der obligations  to  the  '"Voice  of  Masonry  and  Fam- 
ily Magazine"  for  much  of  the  data  above  given. 
Mr.  Scobey  is  an  enthusiastic  and  earnest  member 
of  the  order  in  which  he  has  done  much  faithful 
worker.  An  appropriate  sketch  of  his  life  is  given 
in  tiie  April  number  of  the  Voice  in  1890,  with  a 
portrait  of  our  subject.  He  has  been  for  many 
years  widely  known  as  the  author  of  numerous  arti- 
cles in  prose  and  poetry  which  hare  been  published 
and  given  a  wide  circulation,  receiving  much  favor- 
able comment.  It  is  bis  intention  to  publish  in 
book  form  a  collection  of  his  writings  at  an  early 
day,  which  he  has  consented  to  do  In  response  to 
the    wishes    of    many    friends  and  admirers.     Ai- 
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though  he  is  in  liia  seventy-third  jear.  Mr.  Sco- 
bey's  hair  and  beard  are  liardly  tinged  with  gray, 
and  he  therefore  appears  much  younger  tlian  he  is. 
He  has  in.ade  a  faithful  and  efficient  public  officer, 
and  his  private  life  has  been  above  reproacli.  In 
liis  manner  he  is  genial  and  coniial,  and  enjoys  an 
extended  acquaintance  among  the  best  people  of 
luwa,  who  esteem  him  liigldy  for  tlie  possession  of 
those  qualities  that  characterize  tiie  true  Christian 
gentleman  and  upriglit  man. 


r)  SAAC  CLAXTON.  Among  the  prosperous 
retired  farmers  of  Fayette  County,  must  be 
/1\  classed  the  subject  of  this  sketcli,  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Fayette,  who  in  tlie  fall  of  1863  settled  in 
Center  Township,  whence,  after  a  residence  of 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  on  a  farm,  he  removed 
to  his  present  liome. 

Mr.  Claxton  is  a  native  of  Oswego  County.  N. 
Y.,  and  the  date  of  his  birth  is  -Septemlier  17,  1825. 
Ills  parents,  Isaac  and  Sarah  Cla.xton,  were  natives 
of  Ireland,  but  emigrated  to  America  in  early  life 
and  became  settlers  of  Oswego  County,  where 
Ihoy  continued  to  make  their  home  until  called 
to  tlieir  final  rest.  Our  subject  was  reared  to  man- 
hood amid  its  vvild  scenes  and  helped  to  improve 
two  heavily  timbered  farms  in  the  Empire  State. 
His  educational  advantages  were  limited  to  attend- 
ance during  the  winters  of  his  boyhood  at  the  log 
school  house  which  was  between  two  and  tliree 
miles  distant  from  his  home.  The  fainij}'  was  in 
poor  circumstances  and  he  had  to  work  hard,  giv- 
ing iiis  earnings  for  their  support.  By  industry 
and  economy  he  saved  up  a  small  amount  of  money 
and  engaged  in  farming  on  his  own  account.  On 
the  1st  of  November,  1852,  in  the  county  of  his 
nativity,  lie  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mar- 
garet .1.  Holmes,  who  was  born  in  Chatchicoke, 
Rcnsselcar  County,  N.  Y.',  June  2,  1830,  and  Is  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Rachel  Holmes,  who  were 
natives  of  Kilrain,  Ireland.  Tliey  emigrated  to 
America  about  182-1,  or  near  the  time  of  the  com- 
l)lction  of  the  Erie  Canal,  the  opening  of  which  was 
witnessed    by    Mrs.     Claxton's     raotlier    in    1S25. 


Tliree  children,  two  sons  and  a  daughter,  have  been 
born  of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Claxton.  The 
eldest,  Isaac  C.  born  in  Oswego  County,  N.  Y., 
married  Miss  Ella  Beckner  and  resides  in  Fa^'ette. 
.lames  A.,  also  a  native  of  Oswego  County,  married 
Miss  Emma  Elplilc  and  is  a  farmer  of  Center  town- 
ship. Lizzie  F.,  the  youngest,  was  born  in  Oswego 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  resides  with  her  parents.  The 
family  circle  yet  remains  unbroken  and  the  sons 
are  now  honorable  business  men  and  leading  citiz- 
ens of  the  community  in  whicli  they  make  tlieir 
homes. 

In  the  autumn  of  1863,  Mr.  Claxton  severed  his 
liusiness  connections  in  tlie  East  and  with  his  wife, 
two  boj'S  and  daughter  started  for  Iowa.  On  the 
8th  of  November  of  that  year  he  arrived  in  Fayette 
County,  and  during  the  quarter  of  a  centurj-  which 
lias  since  come  and  gone  has  been  indentified  with 
its  best  interests.  He  bought  an  improved  farm, 
on  which  he  made  made  his  home  until  April,  1887, 
wiien  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Fayette,  where 
he  has  since  resided.  He  still  retains  the  owner- 
ship of  his  farm,  which  comprises  three  hundred 
and  eight  acres  of  valuable  land,  well  improved. 
He  also  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  pas- 
ture land  in  the  same  township.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Claxton  is  a  Democrat. 


'_  ON.  WILLIAM  TAYLOR,  an  early  settler 
and  leading  farmer  of  the  county,  now 
residing  in  Fayette,  is  a  native  of  the 
Buckeye  State.  He  was  born  near  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio,  on  the  22nd  of  August,  1831,  and  is  a 
son  of  James  and  Eliza  (Gilcrist)  Taylor.  His 
father,  a  native  of  Maryland,  was  born  of  English 
parentage  and  his  mother's  family  was  of  Scotch 
descent.  When  our  subject  was  four  years  old  lie 
removed  with  his  parents  to  La  Grange  Countv, 
Ind.,  where  he  was  reared  on  a  farm,  alternatino- 
ids  lime  between  the  labors  of  the  farm  in  tlie  sum- 
mer months  and  attendance  at  the  district  schools 
of  the  neighborhood  during  the  winter  season. 
Having  attained  to  mature  years  he  vvas  ninrried  in 
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that  county  on  the''.  10th  of  .Tune,  1854,  to  Miss 
Harriet; Walker,  a  native  of  Ell<hart  Count}',  Ind., 
born  May  1,  1837,  and  a  daugliter  of  Tliomas  and 
Elizabeth  Walker,  wlio  were  natives  of  England. 

In  the  fall  of  1857,  Mr.  T.aylor  emigrated  with 
his  family  to  Iowa,  arriving  in  Fayette  County  on 
the  29th  of  .Sei)teml)er,  of  that  year.  The  work  of 
progress  and  advancement  had  then  been  carried 
forward  to  but  a  limited  extent,  and  the  county 
was  almost  in  its  primitive  condition,  lie  effected 
a  settlement  in  Harlan  Township,  where  he  i^ur- 
cliased  a  tract  of  vvild  land,  which  he  has  improved 
to  a  degree  that  makes  it  one  of  the  most  valuable 
farms  in  Northeastern  Iowa.  He  has  also  added  to 
his  original  purch.ase  until  his  landed  possessions 
now  aggregate  six  hundred  acres,  constituting  what 
is  known  as  the  Fuirvicw  Farm.  Upon  that  farm 
the  children  were  all  born  with  the  exception  of 
the  eldest  daughter,  Ida  M.a3%  who  was  born  in  La 
Grange  County,  Ind.,  June  7,  1857,  and  is  now  the 
wife  of  J.  S.  Kriggs,  a  resident  of  Granite  Falls. 
Minn.;  Lil)bie,  who  was  born  in  Harlan  Township, 
on  the  7th  of  December,  1862,  is  now  j\Irs.  L.  T. 
Graves,  and  resides  in  Los  Angeles,  Cal. ;  Orra  W., 
the  onlj'  son,  was  horn  November  26,  1868,  became 
a  student  in  the  Upi)er  Iowa  University  and  was 
graduated  from  that  institution  in  the  class  of  1890. 
Vara  Blanche,  tlie  youngest,  died  in  .lanuary,  188(5, 
during  her  infancy. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Taylor  is  a  faithful  Republican, 
feeling  a  deep  interest  in  the  success  and  welfare 
of  his  party,  lie  has  served  two  terms  as  Count}' 
Supervisor  and  was  several  times  trustee  of  his 
township.  In  1882  he  was  elected  and  served  as  a 
member  of  the  committee  on  agriculture  and  other 
committees,  where  he  did  faithful  service.  As  an 
official,  his  course  has  been  such  as  to  win  him  the 
commendation  and  respect  of  all  with  whom  lie  has 
been  brought  in  contact.  The  cause  of  education 
finds  in  him  a  special  friend.  He  has  been  identified 
with  the  management  of  the  Upper  Iowa  University 
many  years,  having  served  twelve  years  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  'J'ruslces  of  that  institution. 
lie  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  also  their  children.  Mr.  Taylor 
continued  to  reside  on  his  farm  until  he  removed 
with  his  family  to  Fayette,  where  he  is  now   living 


a  retired  life.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  Lodge  of  that  jilace.  An  event  of  interest 
in  the  lives  of,Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  and;one  which 
cannot  be  rejieated  was  their  attendance  at  the 
Centennial  at  Phila<lel|)hia  and  their  visit  on  their 
return  to  Washington,  Niagara  Falls  and  other 
points  of  interest.  In  all  his  relations  with  the 
world  ]Mr.  Taylor  has  shown  himself  a  man  of 
practical  sound  sense,  of  good  business  ability  and 
unquestioned  intcgritj'. 


IIARLES  C.  HILLMAN,  the  sole  photog- 
l_^  ra))her  of  Oelwein,  established  business  in 
that  city  in  1885.  He  was  born  in  Grant 
County,  Ind.,  in  the  town  of  ,Ionesborough,  on  the 
30tli  of  .lanuary,  1858  and  is  a  sou  of  Pliineas  R. 
and  Ann  (Benbow)  Hillm.au.  His  father  was  born 
in  f)iiio,  ISIarch  7,  1830,  and  died  February  11, 
1877.  His  mother  was  born  in  Kentucky,  August 
16,  1835,  and  in  the  fall  of  1885.  some  eight  years 
after  the  de.atli  of  Mr.  Hillman,  became  the  wife  of 
Henry  (jerkin,  and  resiilcs  in  Oran  Township.  Mr. 
Ilillman's  family  emigrated  to  Iowa  in  1861,  and 
settled  in  Jefferson  Township,  F.ayette  County, 
where  the  father  engaged  in  farming  until  his 
death. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  a  farm 
and  received  a  common-school  education,  lie  was 
married  in  15uchanan  County,  Iowa,  November  1, 
1871,  10  Miss  Mary  M.  Ross,  a  daughter  of  James 
II.  anil  Emily  (Rarden)  Ross.  She  was  born  in 
Oran  Township,  Fayette  County,  where  her  |)arents 
were  pioneer  settlers,  they  having  there  located  in 
Ajiril,  1855.  They  are  both  living  and  are  now 
residents  of  Oelwein.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  while  his  wife  is  connected  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Ilillman  continued  farming  until  1884,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  his  present 
business.  He  has  had  the  only  photographic  gallery 
in  Oelwein  for  the  past  four  years  and  has  built  u|) 
a  very  satisfactory  business,  his  workmanship  com- 
mending him  to  the  patronage  of  all.  .Socially,  he 
is    a   member  of   the    Masonic    fraternity    and   the 
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society  of  Knights  of  Pythias,  belonging  to  Hebron 
Lodge,  No.  374,  A.  F.  cfe  A.  M.;  and  Pahdabnee 
Lodge,  No.  194,  K.  P.  In  the  social  world  be 
and  his  wife  are  held  in  high  esteem.  For  many 
years  they  liave  made  tlieir  home  in  this  community 
and  have  won  many  friends. 


-^ — m — ^ 


ETKR  KUNEY,  a  retired  hotel-keeper  re- 
siding in  Brush  Creek,  lias  long  been  a 
^  resident  of  tiiis  county.  He  was  born  in 
F.ayette  Township,  Seneca  County,  N.  Y., 
February  16,  181G,  and  is  a  son  of  .Toini  and  Bar- 
bara (Ritter)  Kuney.  The  family  is  of  German 
origin  and  was  established  in  ths  country  by  tlie 
grand fatlier  of  our  subject  wlio  left  his  native  land 
and  emigrating  to  America,  settled  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  he  married.  Subsequently  he  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Seneca  County  N.  Y., 
where  he  and  his  wife  spent  the  remaiuder  of 
their  days.  John  Kuney  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  there  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss 
Ritter,  after  which  the_y  removed  to  New  York, 
becoming  pioneer  settlers  of  Seneca  County  where 
he  followed  his  life  occupation  of  farming.  Botii 
were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  were 
highly  respected  citizens.  The  father  died  at  the 
age  of  fifty-eight  and  his  wife  was  sixty-two  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  her  death. 

Upon  Peter  Kuney  devolves  the  duty  of  perpet- 
uatiug  the  history  of  his  familj-  as  he  the  only  one 
now  living  out  of  a  family  of  twelve  children, 
numbering  seven  sons  and  five  daughters.  He  was 
the  eighth  in  order  of  birth,  and  during  his  child- 
hood he  possessed  such  a  weak  constitution  that  no 
one  thought  he  would  outlive  the  otiier  memlxMs 
of  the  family.  Under  the  parental  roof  he  was 
reared  to  manhood  ani)  was  educated  both  in 
Knglish  and  German,  reading  a  lesson  first  in  one 
language  and  then  in  the  other.  He  did  not  leave 
home  until  his  marriage,  which  was  celebrated  on 
the  22d  of  October,  1836,  the  lady  of  his  choice 
being  Miss  Louisa  M.  Stoflet,  who  was  born  in  the 
same  township  as  her  husband. 

The  young  couple  .began  their  domestic  life  upon 


a  farm  but  after  engaging  in  agricultural  pursuits 
for  a  3'ear  Mr.  Kuney  turned  his  attention  to  the 
hotel  business  which  he  carried  on  for  three  years. 
Then  selling,  he  farmed  for  another  year,  after 
which  he  was  again  proprietor  of  the  same  hotel 
for  two  years.  The  new  and  growing  West  with 
its  advantages  attracting  him  he  became  a  resident 
of  Wayne  County,  Mich.,  in  1840  and  followed  the 
business  of  shoemaking,  which  for  twenty-eight 
years  yielded  him  a  good  income.  In  1841  he 
removed  to  Richmond  Township,  Huron  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade,  kept  hotel  and 
engaged  in  farming  during  the  succeeding  six 
years  of  his  life.  On  removing  to  Lucas  County, 
Ohio,  he  there  followed  shoemaking  for  a  year, 
after  which  he  again  went  to  Michigan  where  for 
nine  years  he  devoted  himself  to  that  same  occu- 
|)ation.  Accompanied  by  his  son,  John  D.,  in  the 
fall  of  18.").5  he  crossed  the  Mississippi  into  Fayette 
County,  Iowa,  and  purchased  forty  acres  of  land 
near  Taylorville.  Joined  by  his  family  he  then 
gave  his  time  and  attention  to  the  development  and 
improvement  of  a  farm  an<l  to  his  old  trade  until 
1865,  when  he  abandoned  shoemaking  and  built  the 
St.  Cloud  Hotel  in  Taylorville,  which  after  eight 
years  he  removed  to  Brush  C'reek.  It  took  four- 
teen da^'s  to  move  the  l)uilding  a  distance  of  two 
and  one-half  miles.  The  family  did  not  vacate  it 
during  its  journey  nor  were  they  without  boarders. 
After  the  hotel  was  located  in  Brush  Creek  IMr. 
Kuney  improved  it  l)y  additions  and  in  other  ways, 
and  did  a  flourishing  business  in  that  line  until 
August  2.'),  1890,  when  he  sold  out  to  AV.  H.  Clem- 
ents and  is  now  living  a  retired  life.  Although  in 
his  earlier  years  Mr.  Kuner  had  to  struggle  to  get 
along,  his  persistent  efforts  and  good  management 
were  at  length  crowned  with  success,  and  in  the 
earlier  days  when  the  sun  of  prosperity  was  some- 
what darkened  for  him  his  home  was  brightened  by 
the  presence  of  seven  children.  The  first  child, 
William  H.,  is  now  a  resident  of  Detroit,  Mich.; 
Jacob  C.  is  living  in  Aberdeen,  Dak.;  John  D. 
makes  his  home  in  Brush  Creek;  LaFayette  C.  is  a 
merchant  in  the  same  town;  Theresa  J.  died  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  3'ears;  Susie  M.  is  the  next  younger, 
and  Cynthia  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine. 

In  his  earlier  years  Mr.  Kuney  was  a  AVhig.   He 
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tlien  supported  the  Republican  party  until  within 
tlie  last  six  years,  since  which  time  he  has  affiliated 
with  the  Democratic  party.  He  has  never  been 
an  office  seeker  but  liehl  the  position  of  Trustee  of 
Fairfield  Township.  He  and  his  wife  ow-n  three 
hundred  anil  seventy  acres  of  farming  land  beside 
some  town  property.  In  1880,  witli  his  children, 
he  went  to  Dakota  and  took  u[i  five  quarter-sec- 
tions of  land  which  he  sold  about  188  4,  making 
the  best  deal  of  his  life.  Though  sixty-four  years 
of  age  he  went  there,  broke  some  seventy-five 
acre,  the  first  plowing  he  had  ever  done,  slept  un- 
der a  board  sled  and  did  iiis  own  cooking,  which, 
however,  lie  says  was  not  is  good  as  that  he  got  at 
liis  own  hotel.  He  lost  greatly  in  flesh  but  gained 
in  purse.  lie  has  made  what  lie  has  by  his  own 
efforts  and  is  now  able  to  retire  from  active  busi- 
ness life.  He  is  an  old  settler  and  the  oldest  hotel- 
keeper  in  Fayette  County. 


"70HN  VAAVSER,  a  resident  of  H.awkeye,  is 
nundjercd  among  the  honored  pioneers  of 
Center  Townsliiii.  During  thirty-five  j-ears 
he  has  always  been  identified  with  llie  coun- 
ty's interests  and  in  all  possible  waj's  has  aided  in 
her  development  and  upbuilding.  He  is  of  English 
birth  anil  the  third  in  a  family  of  nine  children 
born  unto  John  and  Alice  (Southwell)  Vawser, 
natives  of  Cambridgeshire,  Elngland.  His  father  was 
a  farmer  and  followed  that  occupation  throughout 
his  entire  life.  In  18G7  he  removed  to  South  Aus- 
tralia, locating  on  a  farm  near  Port  Adelaide  but 
he  was  not  long  permitted  to  enjoy  his  now  home, 
his  death  occurring  two  years  later  and  three 
months  afterwards  his  wife  was  called  to  her  final 
rest.  Of  their  family  .losepli  married  and  resides 
in  Australia,  as  does  James;  William  died  in  Aus- 
tralia; John  is  the  next  younger;  .Sarah  Jane  is  the 
deceased  wife  of  Samuel  Bates;  Alice  Ann  is  now 
Mrs.  Hewitt  and  resides  in  Australia;  Robert  is 
deceased. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Cambridgeshire,  Eng- 
land,   in    18.'V>,    and    the    educational    adrantagcs 


afforded  him  were  those  of  the  common  school.  In 
the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads  he  spent  his  boy- 
hood days,  and  when  a  30ung  man  of  seventeen 
years  he  left  the  parental  roof,  starting  out  in  the 
world  for  himself.  He  resolved  toseiik  his  fortune 
in  America  and  in  1850,  boarding  an  outward- 
bound  vessel  at  London  he  crossed  the  Atlantic, 
reaching  New  York  after  a  long  voj-age  of  seven 
weeks  and  three  days.  Continuing  onward  he  made 
his  way  to  Chicago  and  spent  his  first  summer  in 
America  on  Lake  INIichigan.  In  1851  we  find  him  in 
Freeport,  III.,  where  he  engaged  as  a  farm  hand  for 
^12  per  month.  During  the  three  or  four  years 
spent  in  that  place  he  tried  various  kinds  of  labor, 
but  not  meeting  with  the  success  which  he  antici- 
pated he  resumed  his  westward  journey  and  in 
1856  came  to  Fayette  County,  Iowa.  AVhen  the 
war  broke  out  he  responded  to  the  call  of  his 
adopted  country  and  in  1862  enlisted  for  three 
years'  service,  becoming  a  member  of  Company  A, 
Thirty-eighth  Iowa  Infantry.  He  served  in  the 
Western  army  and  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Vicksbnrg,  Brownsville,  Tex.,  Mobile  Point  and 
the  Florida  campaign.  After  the  consolidation  of 
his  regiment  with  the  Thirty-fourth  Iowa  Infantry 
the  troops  were  engaged  in  foraging,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  war  he  was  honorably  discharged  at 
Houston,  Tex.,  in  1865. 

On  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  when  peace  was 
once  more  declared,  Mr.  ^'awser  at  once  returned 
to  his  home  and  lias  since  devoted  his  energies  to 
agricultural  pursuits.  In  1867  he  led  to  the  hy- 
meneal altar  Miss  Mary  Romain,  a  native  of  New 
Jersey  and  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Roe) 
Romain,  both  of  whom  were  also  born  in  that  State 
and  were  of  German  descent.  At  an  early  day 
they  removed  to  Wisconsin  and  in  1866  came  to 
Fayette  County,  locating  in  Center  Townshij). 
They  now  reside  in  Ilawkeye.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vaw- 
ser began  their  dotuestic  life  upon  a  farm  and  their 
home  has  been  blessed  with  the  following  children : 
Mary  Ann,  Alice  J.,  AVilliam,  Joseph,  Fred.  Alfred, 
Thomas,  George  H.,  Robert  L.,  Daniel  O.  and 
.lames  A.  Three  are  deceased:  Sarah  E.,  Ida  M. 
and  Eva  E.  Mary  Ann  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Albert  Coats  and  they  reside  in  Center  Town- 
ship.    He    was   born    in    Lincolnshire,    England, 
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March  4,  1865,  and  was  the  son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Cahuam)  Coats  who  were  natives  of  England. 

Mr.  Vawser  now  owns  ninety-one  acres  of  land 
nnder  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  His  farm  has 
many  good  improvements  and  he  displays  excel- 
lent business  ability  in  its  management.  In  i)oli- 
tics  he  takes  an  active  interest  and  votes  witli  the 
Democratic  party.  Socially,  he  is  a  member-  of 
Abernethy  Post  No.  48,  G.  A.  R.,  of  West  Union. 
He  is  popular  among  his  fellow-townsmen  for  his 
genial  manner  and  upright  life  have  won  him  many 
warm  friends. 


=^EORGE  SIMPSON  Sr.,  of  Brush  Creek,  is 
one  of  the  oldest  coal  miners  and  operators 
^\^i[)  in  this  part  of  the  State.  He  was  born  in 
Glasgow,  Scotland,  .January  22,  1837,  and  his  par- 
ents, George  and  .Jane  (Patterson)  Simpson,  were 
also  natives  of  the  same  land.  His  father  made 
coal  mining  his  life  work  and  accompanied  l)y  his 
two  sons,  George  and  Robert,  he  crossed  the  At- 
lantic to  the  United  States  in  1851,  and  worked  in 
the  mines  at  Fort  Parry,  Pa.  The  following  year 
they  went  to  McKeesport,  where  they  were  joined 
by  the  mother  and  five  children,  the  remaining 
child  coming  subsequently.  Thus  the  [larents  and 
eight  children  were  safely  landed  in  the  New 
World.  The  three  eldest  married  in  Scotland. 
Jane  wedded  James  Stark  and  died  in  Pennsyl- 
vania; Robert  wedded  Marian  Stevenson  and  spent 
his  last  days  in  the  Keystone  State;  Elizabetli 
became  the  wife  of  David  Smith  and  died  in 
Si)ringfleld,  111.;  Janet,  after  coming  to  this  couii- 
trv,  wedded  Thomas  Fleming,  now  an  extensive 
operator  of  coal  mines  in  Missouri;  iSIargaret  was 
married  in  Pennsylvania  to  Samuel  Ewing  and  now 
resides  in  Fayette  County;  George  is  the  next 
younger;  John  has  been  twice  married  and  lives 
in  Pennsylvania;  David  wedded  Ellen  Colvin  and 
their  home  is  in  Springfield,  III.  Six  children  of 
the  family  died  in  the  ohl  country.  In  1857  the 
jiarents  of  our  subject  emigrated  to  Illinois,  but 
after  a  year  returned  to  Pennsylvania.  The  year 
1860  witnessed  their  second  arrival  in  that  State, 


where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the 
husljand  dying  in  1862,  and  the  wife  in  1875. 
This  worthy  couple  left  posterity  of  which  they 
need  not  be  ashamed,  and  the  heritage  which  the 
children  received  was  an  untainished  name. 

George  Simpson,  whose  name  appears  at  the 
head  of  this  sketch  had  very  meager  opportunities 
for  acquiring  an  education.  When  a  lad  of  only 
live  summers,  he  wont  into  the  coal  mine  with  his 
brother  to  jjerform  such  tasks  as  one  so  young 
could  do.  Al  the  .age  of  twelve  he  commenced 
digging  coal  and  that  was  his  constant  occupation 
until  he  hegan  to  operate  mines.  In  1853  he  went 
to  St.  Louis,  working  for  a  time  in  the  mines  some 
five  miles  from  that  city.  Soon,  however,  he 
returned  to  Pennsylvania  to  remain  until  1856 
when  he  went  La  Salle,  III.  There,  on  the  2nd 
of  January,  1857,  he  married  Elizabeth  Rearley, 
a  native  of  Schuylkill  County,  Pa.,  born  May  14, 
1840,  Bud  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Jane  (Ben- 
nett) Rearley,  who  were  natives  of  Durham,  En- 
gland. Having  come  to  the  United  States,  they 
were  married  in  Schuylkill  County,  Pa.,  October  8, 
1837,  and  five  years  later  emigrated  to  Wisconsin, 
where  the  wife  and  mother  died  in  1847.  Subse- 
quently, Mr.  Rearley  returned  to  his  old  Pennsyl- 
vania home,  married  Miss  Hannah  Dickenson  and 
with  his  bride  again  went  to  Wisconsin,  from 
whence  in  1854  he  removed  to  La  Salle,  III.  Kis 
occupation  in  life  was  coal  mining  and  operating 
and  he  died  near  Siu'ingfield,  III.  By  his  first  wife 
he  had  three  children  of  vvhom  Mis.  Simpson  is  the 
only  one  now  living;  and  by  his  last  wife  he  had  a 
large  famil}'. 

For  a  number  of  years  after  his  marriage  Mr 
Simpson  spent  his  time  between  Pennsylvania  and 
Illinois,  coming  West  when  the  coal  could  be 
moved  on  the  water  and  returning  to  Pennsyl- 
vania in  the  winter.  In  1867  he  made  a  location  in 
Webster  County,  Iowa,  and  operated  the  first  coal 
mine  that  was  opened  by  a  comjxany  in  that  county. 
He  also  opened  the  mine  at  Dodge  City,  Iowa,  for 
John  L.  Duncan  and  in  1876  went  to  the  Choctaw 
Nation  to  superintend  the  mines  of  the  Osage  Coal 
and  Mining  Company,  in  which  position  he  served 
eight  years,  when  that  company  transferred  him  to 
their  mines  in  Randolph  County,  Mo.     The  follow- 
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inir  year  lie  pnieliased  an  interest  in  tiie  coal  mines 
in  Randolph  County,  which  he  still  owns,  and 
arnonii  his  possessions  is  a  farm  of  one  hundred 
anil  sixty  acres  in  this  county,  but  to  agricultural 
l)uisuits  he  lias  only  given  his  attention  for  one 
year.  His  home  has  been  in  Brush  Creek  since 
April.  1887,  and  though  a  comparatively  recent 
arrival  he  has  made  many  warm  friends  among  its 
leading  citizens,  especially  in  business  circles. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simpson  were  born  six  children 
— George,  a  resident  farmer  of  this  county;  Mary 
J.,  wife  of  Alexander  McKinnon,  who  is  living  in 
Bates  County,  Mo.;  Elizabeth  A.,  wife  of  Daniel 
J.  Morris,  who  resides  in  Oskaloosa,  Iowa ;  Thomas 
R.,  who  graduated  from  the  Gem  City  Commercial 
College  and  died  in  les.s  than  a  year  thereafter; 
Lillic  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  months;  and 
John  1).  who  died  in  infancy.  They  also  have  an 
adopted  daughter.  Mabel.  Mr.  Simpson  and  wife, 
together  with  all  of  their  children,  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Church.  lie  is  a  Republican  in 
politics  and  belongs  to  the  Masonic,  Odd  Fellow 
and  L^nited  Workmen  societies.  He  is  now  com- 
fortably circumstanced  and  his  accumulations  are 
the  just  reward  of  his  own  industry  and  his  prop- 
erly directed  business  sagacity. 

^^EORGE  DETRICK  is  the  owner  of  one  of 
f||  ^—-,  the  finest  farms  in  Fayette  County.  A 
*Vi-J4  commodious  and  pleasant  home  is  situated 
in  the  midst  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
fine  prairie  land  on  section  2,  that  yields  to  him  a 
golden  tribute  for  his  care  and  cultivation.  A 
maple  grove  surrounds  his  home  and  the  many 
improvements  upon  the  [)lace  denote  the  thrift  and 
enterprise  of  the  owner.  Mr.  Detrick  was  born  in 
Monroe  County,  Pa.,  September  8,  1833,  and  his 
grandfather  lived  «nd  died  in  the  same  county. 
His  father  was  there  born  in  1800  and  during  his 
youtii  learned  the  trade  of  car|)entering,  becoming 
a  skilled  mechanic.  In  Monroe  County  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Catherine  Smith,  also  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  after  working  awhile  at  his  trade 
lurucd  his  attention  to  farming,  which  he  continued 


to  follow  in  that  county  until  his  death  in  1877. 
His  wife  dicil  the  previous  year.  Tliej'  were  faith- 
ful and  zealous  Baptists  and  took  an  active  part  in 
church  work.  He  supported  the  Democratic  party, 
but  never  sought  public  office  and  was  a  successful 
and  enterprising  business  man  and  a  good  citizen. 
They  had  a  large  famil3'  of  children,  including  the 
following:  Charles,  who  served  in  the  late  war  and 
died  in  Pennsylvania;  William,  amerehantof  Ray- 
mond, Iowa;  Samuel,  who  is  living  in  Monroe 
County,  Pa. ;  Mary,  who  died  in  the  Ke3"stone 
State;  Jlartin,  of  Pennsylvania;  (ieorge,  of  this 
sketch;  Reuben,  who  is  living  in  Parkersburg, 
Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa;  Joseph,  whose  home  is 
in  York  County,  Neb.;  Amanda,  of  Pennsylvania; 
and  Franklin,  of  Cerro  Gordo  County,  Iowa.  The 
father  of  this  family  attended  school  not  a  single 
day,  but  through  his  own  efforts  became  a  well- 
informed  man,,  and  his  eldest  son  served  as  the 
tirst  County  Superintendent  under  the  free  school 
system  in  Pennsylvania. 

Our  subject  acquired  a  limited  education  in  the 
district  schools  and  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  he  attained  his  majority,  when  he  began 
life  for  himself.  Emigrating  westward  in  1856, 
he  located  in  Delaware  County,  Iowa,  where  he 
spent  one  year  and  then  removed  to  Spirit  Lake  the 
spring  following  the  Indian  massacre  .at  that  jilace. 
Entering  a  claim  he  made  ft  his  home  for  three 
years.  So  wild  was  the  country  at  that  time  and 
such  little  progress  had  been  made  that  there  were 
no  settlers  within  thirtj'  miles  of  him.  When  the 
late  war  broke  out  he  enlisted,  in  1861,  in  Com- 
pany D,  First  Iowa  Cavahy,  and  saw  service  in 
Missouri,  Arkansas,  Tennessee  and  Mississippi. 
The  regiment  was  engaged  principally-  in  lighting 
guerrillas  and  took  part  in  the  engagements  at 
Silver  Creek,  Black  River  and  Prairie  Grove,  where 
it  lost  heavily.  Mr.  Detrick  was  always  found  at 
his  post  of  duty,  faithfully  serving  his  country, 
and  after  four  ye.irs  and  four  months  was  honor- 
ably discharged. 

B3'  remaining  aw.ay  from  his  claim  for  so  long  a 
time  he  had  to  forfeit  ownership  and  at  the  close  of 
the  war  he  went  to  Manchester,  Delawaie  County', 
where  he  spent  two  years.  In  1866  became  to 
Fayette  County   and    pmchascd   a    portion  of  his 
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present  farm  that  now  comprises  three  hunrtrerl  and 
twenty  acres.  He  is  regarded  by  all  who  know 
liim  as  one  of  the  leading  and  entGr|)rising  farmers 
of  the  community  and  is  accounteil  one  of  the  best 
citizens  of  Scott  Townsldp.  He  has  given  the 
greater  part  of  his  time  and  attention  to  his  busi- 
ness, caring  little  to  become  mixed  u|>  in  political 
affairs,  but  cheerfully  gives  his  support  and  mater- 
ial aid  to  any  interest  or  enterprise  calculated  to 
u[)build  the  community  or  promote  the  general 
welfare.  He  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
United  Brethren  Church  and  give  liberally  to  its 
sup|)ort.  In  connection  with  general  farming  he 
is  now  engaged  in  the  dairy  business  and  the  in- 
come which  he  has  received  from  his  farm  has  now 
become  a  handsome  competence. 

In  Manchester,  in  February.  18G6,  Mr.  Dctrick 
was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Mary  Lucking- 
biU,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  but  brought  up 
in  Iowa.  They  have  six  children,  namely:  Mrs. 
Amanda  B.  Piatt,  who  resides  near  Greely,  Dela- 
ware County;  Minnie  Viola,  wife  of  William 
Haxton,  of  Putnam  Township;  Jay,  at  home;  Effle, 
deceased;  Nora  Grace  and  Lora  May. 


AVID  HENRY  HALL  resides  on  section 
17,  Illyria  Township.  In  our  subject  we 
see  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  the  com- 
munity who  for  twenty  years  hns  perma- 
nently resided  in  Fayette  County.  He  was  born 
in  Boonton,  N.  J.,  February  25,  1844,  and  his  par- 
ents, Daniel  and  Caroline  (Tuttle)  Hall,  were  also 
natives  of  that  State.  His  father  was  an  iron  pud- 
dler  by  trade  and  followed  that  pursuit  as  long  as 
he  resided  in  the  East.  After  making  his  home  in 
New  Jersey  until  about  18;j0  be  removed  to  Pitts- 
burg, Pa.,  whence  after  six  yeare  he  emigrated 
to  Minnesota.  Subsequently  he  remored  to  La 
(A'osse,  Wis.,  where  he  and  his  wife  still  make  their 
home,  aged  respectively  sixty-six  and  sixt^-nine 
years.  Both  are  members  of  the  Methodist  F^pisco- 
pal  Church  and  active  workers  for  its  interests, 
Mr.  Hall  having  served  as  Steward  and  Class-Leader 
for  some  years.     He  was  a  Republican  in  politics 


until  the  rise  of  the  Prohibitionists  when  his  tem- 
perance sentiments  led  him  to  adopt  the  jirinciplcs 
of  that  party. 

Our  sul)ject  is  the  eldest  in  the  family  of  ten 
children  of  whom  six,  two  sons  and  foui  daughters, 
are  yet  living.  In  the  common  schools  David 
acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  princiiial  branches  of 
study  and  upon  the  farm  worked  during  the  sum- 
mer months  until  1861,  when  he  felt  he  could  no 
longer  quietly  remain  at  home  while  his  country 
was  engaged  in  war.  He  was  then  only  seventeen 
years  of  age.  On  the  13th  of  August  he  enrolled 
his  name  among  the  bo^s  in  blue  of  Company  I, 
Eighth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  and  after  serving  three 
years  re  enlisted  as  a  veteran.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  he  was  honorablj'  discharged  at  Demopolis, 
Ala.,  September  5,  1865.  During  the  last  year 
he  was  on  detailed  service  but  previous  to  that 
time  saw  some  hard  lighting.  He  participated  in 
the  battles  of  New  Madrid  and  Island  No.  10,  the 
siege  of  Corinth,  luka,  the  battles  of  Corinth,  Jack- 
son, the  assault  and  siege  of  Vicksburg,  the  Red 
River  expedition,  the  battle  of  Nashville  and  the 
siege  of  Spanish  Fort.  He  was  under  fire  thirty- 
five  times  but  was  fortunate  enough  to  escape  with- 
out being  wounded  or  taken  prisoner. 

When  the  war  was  over  Mr.  Hall  returned  to  his 
home  in  La  Crosse  County,  Wis.,  but  the  same  3'ear 
came  to  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  and  November  21 
wedded  ^lary  A.  Hidinger,  who  was  born  in  F^ssex 
County,  N.  Y.,  Novendier  24.  lS48,and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  and  Kuncgunda  (Schmidt)  Hidinger, 
early  settlers  of  this  county  who  emigrated  from 
New  Y''ork  in  1852.  Both  were  born,  reared  and 
married  in  Germany  and  there  three  children  were 
born  unto  them,  while  one  child  was  born  on  the 
ocean  and  three  after  the  arrival  of  the  family  in 
this  countr3'.  By  occupation  her  father  was  a 
farmer  and  followed  that  business  during  the 
greater  part  of  his  life. 

The  3'ear  succeeding  his  marriage  Mr.  Hall  spent 
in  Wisconsin  and  then  came  to  this  county,  but 
after  a  year  was  again  a  resident  of  the  Badger 
State  until  1871  when  he  made  a  |)ermanent  loca- 
tion in  Iowa.  His  farm  situated  on  section  17, 
Illyria  Township,  comprises  eighty  acres  of  good 
land  and  liis  home  is  always  open  for  the  entertain- 
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nient  of  the  manj'  friends  of  the  family.  The 
hoiiseliokl  comprises  Mr.  Hall  his  wife  and  three 
flauglilers:  Ell.i  ."M.,  Eva  C.  and  Emma  M..  and 
William  P.  Hall,  his  brother's  son.  The  parents  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
since  the  lime  when  he  cast  his  first  vote  for  Gen. 
Grant  Mr.  Hall  has  been  a  stanch  Republican.  Ho 
has  been  Secretary  of  the  School  Board  for  twelve 
years,  served  two  terms  as  Assessor  of  his  town- 
ship and  in  1880  took  the  United  States  census. 
During  the  war  there  was  no  more  valiant  soldier, 
and  he  is  now  an  honored  member  of  Abernethy 
Post  No.  48,  G.  A.  R.  of  West  Union.  Mr.  Hall 
is  well  posted  on  all  questions  of  the  day  and  has 
the  distinction  of  being  one  of  the  best,  if  not  the 
best  penman  in  the  county. 


/^EORGE  A.  SIMPSON,  a  retired  farmer  li\ 


/p^EORGE  A.  SIMPSON 

ill  ^ — ,  ing  in  Maynard,  cat 
%3(Rockford,  Winnebago 


(1/  __,  ing  in  Maynard,  came  to  this  State  from 
V^^Rockford,  Winnebago  County,  111.,  in  18GI. 
He  was  born  in  Forfarshire,  Scotland,  Septeml)er 
23,  1830,  and  is  a  son  of  David  and  Jane( Archer) 
Simpson,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  same 
country,  the  father  born  March  1,  1799.  and  the 
mother  in  1809.  David  Simpson  was  a  farmer  bj- 
occupation  and  crossing  the  Atlantic  to  America 
entered  land  near  Rockford,  111.,  where  he  opened 
up  a  farm  and  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits 
until  his  death  in  1870.  His  wife  still  survives 
him  and  resides  in  Winnebago  County,  111.  They 
were  parents  of  six  children  who  are  yet  living— 
G.  A.  of  this  sketch;  Margaret,  widow  of  Cieorge 
Dimler  of  Harlan  Township;  .Tane,  wife  of  John  !Me 
Leish  of  Winnebago  County,  111.;  Rebecca,  wife  of 
Ezra  Carpenter,  of  Harlan  Township;  Martha,  wife 
of  Alex  Elsperman,  of  Harlan  Township;  and 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  William  Hawley,  of  Winnebago 
County,  111.     The  last  two  are  twins. 

The  first  eleven  years  of  his  life  our  subject 
spent  in  his  native  land  and  in  1841  set  sail 
from  Dundee,  Scotland  for  America.  The  vessel 
dropped  anchor  in  the  harbor  of  New  York  after 
a  voyage  of  eighteen  weeks  and  three  da\s, 
and    the  family   at   once    proceeded    by  water  to 


Chicago,  wlience  they  made  their  way  by  team  to 
Rockford,  111.  Mr.  Simpson  was  reared  to  man- 
hood in  \Vinnebago  County,  and  received  such 
educational  ativantages  as  were  afforded  by  the 
district  schools  of  those  dai'S.  Upon  a  slab  seal  in 
a  little  frame  school-house  he  conned  his  lessons 
and  became  familiar  with  the  common  English 
branches.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  began  life 
for  himself.  He  broke  one  hundred  acres  of  land 
with  an  ox-team  in  Illinois,  where  for  some  time 
he  farmed.  As  a  helpmate  on  life's  journey  he 
chose  Miss  Jane  Serymger,  the  wedding  t.aking 
place  in  Fremont,  Ohio,  in  1858.  The  lady  was 
born  in  Dundee,  Scotland,  as  were  her  parents,  who 
with  their  family-  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America 
and  spent  their  last  days  in  Ohio.  The  death  of 
Mrs.  Simpson  occurred  in  Harlan  Township,  Sep- 
tember 27,  1879.  She  was  the  mother  of  eight 
children— Marj'  Ann,  who  was  born  March  6, 1859, 
is  the  wife  of  Hugh  Taylor  of  South  Dakota,  and 
the  mother  of  two  daughters ;  Elizabeth  Jane,  born 
April  16,  18G0,  is  the  wife  of  Harvey  Seeley,  of 
Antelope  Count}',  Neb.,  b}'  whom  she  has  three 
children;  Josephine,  born  March  24,  1869,  is  the 
wife  of  William  Davis,  of  Lakeview,  Wash.,  by 
whom  she  has  two  cliildren;  Alexander,  born 
February  14,  1863,  operates  the  home  farm;  Flor- 
ence N.,  born  April  20,  1865,  is  at  home;  David, 
born  January  20,  1867,  died  February  9,  1870, 
Walter  D.,  born  April  8,  1868,  is  at  home;  John 
J.,  who  was  born  Ma}'  4,  1877,  completes  the 
famil}'.  He  is  preparing  himself  for  teaching  and 
is  an  apt  scholar. 

I\Ir.  Simpson  was  again  married  on  the  20th  of 
January,  1881,  in  Rockford,  III.,  to  Elizabeth 
I  Chibb,  a  native  of  Banffshire,  Scotland,  and  a 
daughter  of  David  and  Margaret(Scott)Clubl).  Her 
father  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade  and  carried  on  a 
big  shoe  store  in  his  native  land,  where  he  spent 
his  entire  life.  He  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-three 
years,  and  liis  wife  died  in  Scotland  in  1871  at  the 
age  of  sixty-three  j-ears.  Mrs.  Simpson  came  to 
this  country  alone  in  1872,  crossing  from  Scotland 
to  Canada,  whence  she  made  her  waj'  to  Rockford, 
III.  She  is  one  of  the  four  surviving  children  of  the 
Clubb  family.  Margaret  is  tlie  wife  of  AlexYeais. 
who  since  1850,  has  resided  in  Rockford,  III.;  Alex 
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married  Margaret  White  ami  is  living  in  Aberdeen, 
Scotland,  where  Sarah,  wife  of  Alex  Jarvie,  yet 
makes  her  home. 

Mr.  Simpson  came  with  his  famil.y  to  this 
countj'  in  1861.  locating  on  a  farm  in  Claremont 
Township,  which  he  sold  after  three  years.  On 
removing  to  ILulan  Township,  he  bought  an  im- 
proved farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on 
section  13,  which  lie  still  owns.  He  is  now  living 
a  retired  life  however,  having  in  former  years  ac- 
quired a  competence  sutHcient  to  enable  him  to 
spend  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  rest  from  all 
labor.  He  also  has  twenty-one  acres  in  Maynard 
and  one  and  a  half  acres  with  his  home  property. 
He  votes  with  the  Democratic  party  and  has  served 
on  the  School  Board,  taking  an  active  interest  in 
the  cause  of  education.  Socially  he  is  a  member 
of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Jlaynard 
and  have  many  friends  througiiout  the  county 
who  highly  esteem  them  for  their  sterling  worth. 
Mr.  Simpson  is  a  self-made  man  in  the  truest  sense 
of  the  word  and  the  short  sketch  of  his  life  iiere 
given  but  feebly  portrays  the  enterprise,  industry 
and  perseverance  which  have  characterized  his  life 
and  made  him  one  of  the  substantial  farmers  of 
Fayette  County. 

^^EV.  JOHN  G.  REMBOLD,  who  on  account 
of  failing  liealth  left  the  ministry,  now 
resides  on  a  fine  farm  on  section  II,  Wind- 
sor Township.  He  was  born  in  Wurtcm- 
burg,  Germany,  June  24,  1832,  and  is  a  son  of 
George  and  Barbara  (Enteman)  Rembold,  who  were 
also  natives  of  Wurtemburg,  the  former  born  in 
1800  and  the  latter  in  1807.  Their  marriage  was 
celebrated  in  1827,  and  unto  them  were  born  four 
sons  and  three  daughters,  the  eldest  of  whom  is 
Dora.  She  was  born  in  Wurtemburg  in  1829,  and 
became  the  wife  of  George  Rapp,  by  whom  she 
had  eight  children.  He  is  a  butcher  of  East 
Dubuque,  Iowa.  Frederick  was  born  in  Germany, 
married  in  that  country  and  there  died  in  1853. 
Our  subject  is   the   next  younger;  Barbara,   born 


in  Germany,  in  1S33,  became  the  wife  of  Jacob 
Loeb  who  died  in  his  native  country,  after  which 
his  wife  with  her  five  ehildien  came  to  America  in 
1882.  The  mother  of  this  family  died  in  1836, 
and  tiie  following  j'ear  Mr.  Rembold  was  again 
married.  By  the  second  union  were  born  three 
children:  Jacob,  born  in  1839;  Frederica,  in  1840, 
and  Christoph,  in  1842.  The  father  died  in  Ger- 
manj\  in  1875,  atthe  advanced  age  of  seventy-five 
years. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our 
subject,  who  in  his  native  land  laid  the  foundation 
for  a  most  excellent  education.  He  attended  the 
common  schools  for  some  time  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America, 
landing  in  New  York  City.  After  a  few  weeks 
spent  in  that  metropolis,  he  went  to  Bellefonte,  Pa., 
where  he  spent  about  four  3'ears  with  an  uncle. 
The  year  1856  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Iowa,  and 
in  West'  Union  he  located,  there  remaining  until 
1858.  Not  content  with  the  educational  advantages 
which  had  previously  been  offered  him,  he 
determined  to  add  to  his  store  of  knowledge  and 
fit  liimself  for  the  ministr}'.  To  this  end  he 
entered  the  Upper  Iowa  University  of  Fayette  and 
after  a  year  and  a  half  became  a  student  in  St. 
Sebald  Seminary,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1864,  and  at  the  same  time  ordained  as  a  minister 
of  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  under  the  Iowa 
Synod,  which  had  in  charge  that  school. 

Rev.  Mr.  Rembold  was  married  at  Detroit,  Mich., 
on  the  13th  day  of  June,  1865,  to  Miss  Magdalena 
Prottengeier,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  March  2, 
1844,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Conrad  and  Barbara 
(Braunlein)  Prottengeier,  whose  family  numbered 
three  sons  and  five  daughters:  George,  the  eldest, 
born  July  26.  1829,  married  Emma  Koeberle 
about  1862,  and  unto  them  were  born  eigiit 
children.  He  was  a  miller  by  trade  and  resided 
near  St.  Sebald  until  after  the  death  of  his  wife, 
when  he  removed  to  a  farm  near  Waverly,  Iowa, 
where  he  died  in  July,  1890.  Annie,  who  was 
born  September  20,  1831,  and  died  in  St.  Sebald 
in  1881,  was  the  wife  of  George  Wuest,  a  cabinet 
maker  of  Dubuque,  Iowa,  by  whom  she  had  six 
children.  Margaret,  who  was  born  in  1832,  mar- 
ried Prof.  Sigmund  Fritschel,  D.  D.,  of  Dubuque, 
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Iowa,  who  is  professor  and  president  of  literature 
and  Bible  history  in  St.  Sebaid  Theological  Insti- 
tute. Tlicy  liad  eleven  children,  seven  of  whom  are 
living.  One  son  was  educated  for  the  ministry  at 
great  expense,  having  graduated  in  Wartburg 
College,  then  linished  the  course  in  the  Theological 
Seminary  of  Mendota,  III.,  after  which  he  went  to 
Philadelphia  and  was  graduated  from  the  State 
Fuiversity  of  Pennsylvania.  He  then  crossed  the 
Atlantic  to  Germany,  where  he  completed  the 
prescribed  work  in  the  institutions  at  Erlaugen, 
Leipsic  and  Dorpat.  Returning  to  America,  he 
remained  at  home  for  a  short  time,  and  then 
accepted  a  call  from  a  church  in  New  York  City, 
where  he  dietl  soon  afterwards  from  quick  con- 
sumption, lie  was  an  accomplished  scholar  and 
gave  great  i)romise  of  a  useful,  successful  and 
brilliant  career.  Annie  Magdelena,  the  next  f)f  the 
Prottengeier  family,  w.as  born  in  1836,  married 
Albert  Andrew,  who  engaged  in  merchandising  in 
Dubuque  for  manj'  years,  and  now  resides  with  her 
husban<l  on  a  farm  at  St.  Sebaid.  Barbara,  who 
was  born  in  183',),  became  the  wife  of  Rev.  C.  Ide, 
b}'  whom  she  had  eight  children,  and  with  her 
husband  resided  in  the  various  [)laces  where 
pastoral  dut}'  called  him.  She  died  at  the 
|)arsonage  of  Ziun's  Congregation  in  1881.  Rev. 
Christoph,  who  was  born  in  1841,  and  is  a  minister 
of  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  was  married  in 
Toledo,  Ohio,  and  has  eight  children.  Jlrs.  Rem- 
bold  is  the  next  younger,  and  Conrad,  the 
youngest,  who  was  born  in  1847,  died  in  childhood 
from  the  measles. 

Rev.  Mr.  Rembold  has  been  engaged  in  educa- 
tional work  since  1858.  and  twenty-four  3ears  of 
his  life  were  spent  in  the  ministry.  His  first  charge 
was  at  Marine  City,  Mich.,  but  after  a  short  time  he 
was  transferred  to  Sanilac,  Mich.,  where  he  re- 
mained initil  1867,  when  he  came  to  Iowa,  and 
became  pastor  of  the  c'hurch  at  Bellevuc.  In  1873 
he  vvas  appointed  Superintendent  of  the  Asylum 
for  Orphans  and  Destitute  Children,  of  the  Evan- 
srelical  Lutheran  Chnrch.  He  had  full  charge  of 
the  school,  attending  to  the  entire  linancial  and 
clerical  Imsiness  in  a  manner  creditable  to  him- 
self, profitable  to  the  institution  and  satisfactory  to 
rU  concerned.     During   his  superintendency  three 


hundred  children  were  taken  into  the  school,  edu- 
cated and  otherwise  provided  for  at  the  expense  of 
the  chnrch.  Those  taken  into  the  school  were  not 
necessarily'  Lutherans,  but  all  homeless  and  desti- 
tute children  were  gladly  welcomed.  It  is  very 
gratifying  to  Mr.  Hembold  to  know  that,  with 
very  few  exceptions,  the  children  who  were  educa- 
ted at  the  institution,  have  become  useful  men  and 
women  and  are  now  worthy  and  respected  citizens 
of  our  State.  In  connection  with  those  duties,  Mr. 
Rembold  also  had  charge  of  the  congregations  at 
Andrew  and  Maquoketa,  where  he  preached  two 
Sundays  in  a  month.  At  various  times  he  also 
served  as  local  missionary,  filling  appointments 
with  congregations  who  were  without  a  minister 
until  they  could  be  supplied  by  the  Synod.  In 
this  way  he  has  labored  at  Buckeye,  Spragueville, 
Lost  Nation,  Maquoketa  and  elsewhere. 

In  the  famil3'  of  Mr.  Rembold  and  wife  are 
nine  children;  Barbara,  born  May  23,  1866,  is  the 
wife  of  Rev.  John  MochI,  pastor  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  at  Lost  Nation.  Ernst  and  Julius  are 
their  two  children ;  Godfried,  born  October  9, 
1868,  is  now  fitting  himself  for  the  ministry  in 
Wartburg  Seminary;  John,  born  October  11,  1870, 
is  engaged  in  operating  the  home  farm;  Albert, 
born  .lanuary  27,1873,  is  at  home;  Christoph, 
born  .September  24,  1875,  is  now  attending  Wart- 
burg College  at  Waverly,  Iowa;  Paul,  born 
February  9,  1878;  Mary  Ann,  M.arch  9,  1881; 
Karl,  December  1,  1883;  and  Julius,  November 
22,  1887,  all  reside  at  home.  The  children  at- 
tend the  public  schools  when  in  session  and  also 
the  parochial  school,  wiiere  they  are  drilled  in  the 
(ierman  language,  the  catechism  and  church 
history,  in  connection  with  the  usual  branches  of 
study. 

Rev.  Mr.  RemI)old  is  a  diligent  student  possessing 
rare  scholarly  attainments.  He  has  a  fine  and 
valual)le  library  containing  maiiy  works  on 
theological  subjects,  church  liturgy  and  Bible 
history.  He  confined  himself  so  closely  to  his 
study  and  teaching,  that  at  last  he  found  it 
necessary  to  seek  mcnt.al  rest  and  in  1885  he  pur- 
chased the  farm  to  which  he  removed  in  1887.  It 
is  known  among  the  old  settlers  as  the  Turner 
place  and  consists  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres 
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of  valuable  land  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation 
and  provided  with  excellent  impi-ovements  includ- 
ing a  large  house  and  barn  and  other  necessary 
buildings.  It  is  well  watered  and  adapted  to 
either  stock  raising  or  grain  producing.  Its  owner 
has  led  a  useful  and  upright  life  devoted  entirely 
to  the  work  of  the  church  until  witiiin  the  past 
three  years.  Ilis  interest  in  the  work  lias  not 
lessened  and  he  yet  occasionally  preaches. 


JACOBS,  a  leading  farmer  and  stock-raiser 
of  Bethel  Township,  residing  on  section  28' 
^  and  the  efficient  Postmaster  of  Richfield,  is 
widely  and  favorably  known  throughout  the 
county  as  one  of  her  leading  citizens.  The  history 
of  his  life  is  as  follows.  He  was  born  in  Coburg, 
Germany,  in  1837,  unto  Paul  and  Clara  .Jacobs, 
who  were  parents  of  eight  children,  he  being  the 
second  in  order  of  birth.  Ilis  mother  was  born  in 
Germany,  in  1812.  His  father,  born  in  1809, 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  in  1838  bid- 
ding good-by  to  the  Fatherland,  he  sailed  with 
his  family  for  America  and  in  Luzerne  County, 
Pa.,  made  a  settlement.  For  about  twelve  years 
he  worked  at  the  cooper's  trade,  after  which  about 
1850,  he  purchased  a  farm  which  he  cultivated 
until  1872,  when  he  came  West,  locating  in  Win- 
nesheik  County,  Iowa.  For  ten  years  he  there 
resided  or  until  called  to  his  final  rest  in  1882. 
His  wife  still  survives  him  and  is  living  in  Dccorah, 
Iowa.  Of  the  family,  Eva  married  John  Krell  and 
resided  in  Schuykill  Count}',  Pa.,  until  her  death 
in  J863;  John  L.  married,  resided  in  Luzerne 
County,  Pa.,  until  1879,  when  he  came  to  Iowa, 
where  be  made  his  home  four  years,  and  then 
returned  to  the  Keystone  .State;  Blargaret,  widow 
of  Evan  Oberhulser  of  Decorah,  Iowa;  Charles  is 
married,  came  to  this  country  in  1876  and  is  now 
living  in  Union  Township;  Peter  is  married  and 
since  1870,  has  made  his  home  in  Winnesheik 
County;  Paul  F.  resides  with  his  wife  in  St.  Paul, 
Minn. 

The  member  of  the  family  in   whom   the   people 
of  Bethel  Township  are  especially  interested  is  N. 


Jacobs,  who  during  his  infancy  was  brought  by  his 
parents  to  America  and  reared  to  manhood  in 
Luzerne  County,  Pa.  He  entered  upon  his  busi- 
ness career  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  engaging  in  rail- 
roading most  of  the  time  on  the  Philadelphia  & 
Reading  Road.  He  began  as  brakeman  but  his 
etlicient  services  soon  won  liim  promotion  to  the 
position  of  engineer  and  he  continued  on  that  road 
until  18G7.  Some  years  previous,  in  18.56,  he  was 
married  in  Philadelphia,  to  Miss  Julia  Jennisb,  a 
native  of  Wurteraburg,  Germany,  and  a  daughter 
of  Carl  Jennish,  also  born  in  the  same  place.  He 
brought  his  family  to  America  and  about  1873 
removed  to  Winnesheik  County,  Iowa,  where  his 
death  occurred  the  following  year.  His  wife  sur- 
vived him  five  years,  drying  in  1888.  By  the  union 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacobs  have  been  born  seven 
chihlren^Emma,  now  Mrs.  Young  of  Ft.  Atkin- 
son, Iowa;  W.  II.,  .It  home;  IMary,  now  Mrs.  Payne 
of  Ft.  Atkinson;  George  S.,  who  is  living  in 
Hawkey e;  Martha  E.,  Ida  R.  and  Harry  F.  who  are 
still  under  the  parental  roof. 

Mr.  Jiicobs  severed  his  connection  with  the  rail- 
road in  18(57  and  the  following  year  traveled  west- 
ward in  search  of  a  favorable  location.  He  made 
a  settlement  in  Winnesheik  County,  Iowa,  where 
he  rented  land  for  eight  years,  coming  to  this 
country  in  1876.  He  purchased  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  raw  prairie  land  in  Bethel  Township, 
began  transforming  it  into  rich  and  fertile  fields 
and  greatly  enhanced  its  value  by  the  erection  of  a 
good  house  and  barns.  His  land  is  now  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation  and  he  is  making  a  specialty  of 
the  raising  of  Short-horn  cattle.  Several  times  at 
the  County  l^'airs  he  has  received  premiums  on  his 
stock  which  indicates  their  high  grade.  As  a  citi- 
zen, Mr.  Jacobs  is  faithful  to  every  duty  and  lias 
served  acceptably  as  township  trustee  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  School  Board.  He  has  been  a  life-long 
Republican  but  takes  no  active  part  in  political 
affairs.  In  1879  he  w.as  appointed  Postmaster  of 
Richfield,  the  office  at  that  place  being  established 
through  his  instrumentality  for  the  convenience  of 
the  people  in  the  community.  With  the  exception 
of  one  year  he  has  since  filled  the  position,  his  long 
continued  service  plainly  indicating  his  popularity 
and  abilitj'.     Socially  he  is  a  member  of  Sumner 
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Loilge,  A.  F.  <fe  A.  M.,  "which  he  joined  on  its 
organization,  as  a  charter  memlier.  He  was  init- 
iated into  tlie  mysteries  of  Masonry  in  1859,  in 
lirotliern  Lodge,  No.  3,  of  Philadelpliia.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jacobs  are  members  of  tlie  Lutlieran  Ciiurch 
and  in  the  years  of  tiieir  lesidence  in  tiiis  neigli- 
borliood  llieir  n|)right  lives  iiave  won  them  many 
frierids. 


-i^^' 


u  EVI  L.  FARR,  of  the  firm  of  Scobey.  Tay- 
_,  lor  &  Farr,  dealers  in  and  shippers  of  horses 
^  and  otlier  live  stock,  lias  carried  on  bnsi- 
ness  in  tliis  line  in  West  Union  since  1887.  He  is 
a  native  of  Illinois.  On  the  2d  of  May,  1839,  he 
was  born  in  De  Kalb  County,  gracing  the  union  of 
James  and  Electa  (IloUenbeck)  Farr.  His  father 
was  born  in  the  Empire  State  in  1798,  and  died  in 
the  fall  of  1873,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventj'-five 
years.  His  mother,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
on  the  23d  of  Jul}',  1812,  is  still  living  and  makes 
her  home  in  West  Union.  In  early  life  his  parents 
were  both  residents  of  Ohio,  whence  they  removed 
in  183G,  to  De  Kalb  County,  III.,  where  they  were 
among  the  early  pioneers. 

Levi  F'arr,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  spent 
tiie  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  the  usual 
manner  of  farmer  lads,  and  in  the  schools  of  the 
neighborhood  acquired  bis  education.  On  attain- 
ing to  mature  years  he  chose  as  a  companion  on 
life's  journey.  Miss  Catherine  Gable.  They  were 
jdired  in  wedlock  in  De  Kalb,  on  the  3d  of  Jan- 
uary, l.So9.  The  lady  was  born  near  Buffalo,  N. 
Y.,  and  her  father  was  William  (iable.  They  have 
three  children,  daughters:  Gena,  the  eldest,  is  the 
wife  of  J.  G.  McMastcrs,  of  West  Union,  now 
County  Ueeorder;  Rena  and  Helen  reside  with  their 
parents. 

The  year  1SG2  witnessed  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Farr 
and  his  family  in  this  county,  and  in  Fayette  he 
took  iPp  his  location.  On  the  22d  of  September  of 
that  year,  ]irompted  by  his  patriotic  spirit,  he  re- 
s[)onded  to  his  country's  call  for  troops,  and  enlisted 
with  the  boys  in  blue  of  Company  C,  .Sixth  Iowa 
Cavalry,  serving  throe  years.  His  regiment  was 
assigned  to  the  department  of   the  West,   on   dutj' 


among  the  Indian  reservations,  and  participated  in 
the  battle  of  White  Stone  Hill,  Dak.,  Sei)teniber  3. 
1863,  where  the  Sixth  Iowa  performed  the  task  of 
surrounding  the  Indians  and  driving  them  in. 
When  night  closed  down  around  them,  the  Indians 
succeeded  in  beating  a  retreat,  and  the  regiment 
went  into  camp  on  the  battlefield.  On  the  28lh  of 
Jul}',  18G4,  the  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry  took  part  in 
the  engagement  with  the  Indians  at  Tahkahokutah, 
where  the  red  men  were  driven  out  of  their  posi- 
tion among  the  rocks.  On  tlie  8th  of  August,  the 
regiment  had  a  skirmish  with  a  heavy  force  of  In- 
dians on  the  Little  Missouri,  after  which  it  went 
into  winter  quarters  at  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  and  was 
there  mustered  out  October  17,  1865. 

On  his  return  from  the  war,  Mr.  Farr  resumed 
the  occupation  of  farming  in  this  county,  which  he 
followed  in  pursuit  of  fortune  until  1878,  when  he 
was  elected  to  the  office  of  County  Sheriff.  So 
abl}'  did  he  discharge  the  duties  of  that  position, 
that  he  was  re-elected  and  served  for  six  years,  and 
then  acted  as  Deputy  Sheriff  for  four  years.  In 
1887  he  formed  a  partnership  with  O.  E.  Taylor  in 
the  livery  business,  and  subsequently  in  the  horse 
and  live  stock  business.  In  addition  to  their  ex- 
tensive trade  in  buying  and  shipping  horses,  this 
company  keeps  on  hand  a  number  of  the  finest 
heavy  draft  French  stock.  As  a  business  man  and 
citizen,  Mr.  Farr's  course  has  been  one  to  command 
confidence  and  respect.  He  made  a  faithful  and 
competent  Sheriff  for  six  years,  and  was  always 
reliable  in  the  discharge  of  duty.  In  politics  he  is 
a  stalwart  supporter  of  Republican  principles,  and 
has  exerted  his  inllnence  and  given  his  support  for 
the  advancement  and  vrelfare  of  that  party.  So- 
cially he  is  a  member  of  West  Union  Lodge,  No. 
25, A.  ().  U.  W.,  and  of  Abernethy  Post,  No.  48, 
0.  A.  R.,  of  West  Union. 


AT  HER    F.    ROE  DING,   p.astor  of    St.. 
■   Lucas  Congregation  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
_  Church    of   .St.    Lucas,    was    born    in    the 

Province  of   West|)halia,  Germany,   September  4, 
1853.     He  commenced    his  collegiate  education   in 
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18fi5,  at  the  age  of  twelve  years  in  Rietberg:,  a 
town  of  "Westphalia,  and  completed  his  lilevary 
studies  in  1873,  at  Paderborn.  He  commenced 
his  philosophical  and  theological  studies  the  same 
year  at  Munster,  the  capital  of  Westphalia,  and  in 
1875  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America.  He  reached 
this  country  on  the  7th  of  May,  and  completed  his 
studies  in  the  seminaries  of  Milwaukee,  Dubuque 
and  Montreal,  and  at  the  latter  place  he  was 
ordained  a  priest  on  the  22nd  of  December,  1877. 
In  March  following,  Bishop  Hennessy  assigned 
hira  to  the  charge  of  a  congregation  in  Gutenberg, 
Iowa,  where  he  remained  until  March,  1882,  when 
he  was  assigned  to  his  present  charge  in  Auburn 
Township,  Fayette  County. 

The  St.  Lucas  Congregation  was  organized  in 
1855.  Thirty  acres  of  land,  on  which  the  church 
and  parsonage  are  erected,  was  donated  by  Anton 
Stathel,  the  earliest  settler  in  Auburn  Township, 
and  M.  Duclos  also  donated  a  ten-acie  lot  on 
which  the  parochial  and  public  schools  are  located. 
Tiie  first  services  of  the  church  were  conducted  by 
Father  L.  Decailly,  now  of  Ft.  Madison,  Iowa. 
He  is  a  pioneer  priest  who  endured  many  priva- 
tions and  hardships  in  the  early  day  for  the  sake 
of  his  chosen  profession.  During  the  year  1856 
he  came  from  Davenport,  Iowa,  to  this  congrega- 
tion six  times,  receiving  -$31  for  his  year's  services. 
The  congregation  met  in  a  log  house  which  marked 
the  site  on  which  the  public  school  now  stands.  In 
1857  Father  Flammang  came  from  St.  Donalis, 
Jackson  County,  meeting  with  the  congregation 
once  each  month,  receiving  for  his  services  $128. 
He  also  supplied  the  pulpit  in  1858  and  the  follow- 
ing year,  also  in  18G0.  Father  K.  Feddermann  had 
charge  of  St,  Lucas  Congregation,  receiving  as  his 
salary  for  the  two  years  $240.  In  April,  1861, 
Father  Hannasch  of  Festina,  Iowa,  assumed  charge 
and  remained  with  the  congregation  until  1867,  in 
which  year  he  was  succeeded  by  Father  Schulte  of 
Festina.  In  1869  the  communicants  of  the  church 
erected  a  new  parsonage  into  which  Father  Schulte 
moved,  as  the  first  resident  pastor,  in  the  spring  of 
1870.  Ho  then  commenced  the  erection  of  the 
church,  the  dimensions  of  which  were  60x42  feet, 
and  the  cost  of  which  was  $G,286.  lie  continued 
his  labors  until  succeeded  by  Father  Frey  in  1871, 


who  moved  into  the  parsonage  and  at  once 
assumed  the  duties  of  pastor.  Five  years  later  he 
built  the  schooliiouse,  a  fine  structure,  36x50  feet 
and  two  stories  high,  having  two  rooms  fitted  up 
for  school  purposes,  the  balance  of  the  building 
being  used  for  living  rooms  and  boarders  and  un- 
der the  charge  of  the  Franciscan  Sisters.  The 
school  is  under  the  best  of  discipline  and  has  ex- 
cellent facilities.  The  cost  of  the  building  was 
13,200  and  the  attendance  ranges  from  one 
hundred  twenty-five  to  one  hundred  fifty,  about 
thirty  of  whom  board  with  the  Sisters  during  the 
winter  season,  while  the  others  come  from  homes 
in  the  neighborhood. 

In  1883,  under  the  pastorate  of  Father  Boeding, 
the  congregation  erected  an  addition  to  the 
church  which  completes  the  form  of  a  cross.  The 
dimensions  are  107x42  and  64x31  feet,  and  its 
value  is  $6,039,  while  the  inside  furnishings  cost 
about  $2,500.  One  hundred  and  twenty-three 
German  faipilies  regularly  attend  church  services 
at  this  place.  A  fine  large  cemetery'  is  connected 
with  the  church,  the  first  burial  in  which  took 
place  in  1856.  On  November  2,  1890,  the  parson- 
age was  burned  and  in  the  spring  will  be  erected  a 
new  and  commodious  residence  30x36  feet.  Father 
Boeding  has  now  occupied  his  present  position  for 
over  eight  years. 


'■    '    ^^ 


^^^ 


"^  AMES  P.  WILTSIE,  contractor  and  builder 
of  Brush  Creek,  is  one  of  the  progressive 
citizens  of  that  enterprising  town.  He  was 
born  in  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the 
26th  of  September,  1844,  gracing  the  union  of 
James  B.  and  Catherine  (Brokaw)  Wiltsie.  His 
grandfather,  William  Wiltsie,  was  a  millwright  by 
trade  and  died  from  the  effects  of  a  fall  which  he 
suffered  while  moving  a  house.  The  father,  a  native 
Oswego  County,  N.  Y.,  became  a  resident  of  Chau- 
tauqua County  during  his  youth  and  there  formed 
the  acquaintance  of  the  lady  whom  he  made  his 
wife.  She  is  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  in  girl- 
hood emigrated  to  Chautauqua  County  with  her 
parents  and  there  they  make  their  home.     Through- 
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out  his  life  Mr.  Wiitsie  has  followed  the  trade  of  a 
miUvvriirht  and  carpenter,  and  since  its  organization 
has  supported  the  Republican  party.  Six  children 
were  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wiitsie  and  the  fam- 
ily circle  yet  remains  unbroken,  although  the  cliil- 
drcn  have  long  since  left  the  parental  roof  for 
lionies  of  their  own. 

James  P.  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth  in  that 
family  of  four  sons  and  two  daughters.  His  edu- 
cational advantages  were  very  meagre,  partially 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  sciioolhouse  was  five 
miles  away.  The  days  of  his  boj'hood  and  youth 
passed  uneventfully',  until  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years  he  offered  his  services  to  the  Government 
an<l  on  the  4th  of  August,  1862,  enlisted  for  the 
hiU;  war.  He  became  a  member  of  Com[)any  A, 
One  Hundred  and  Twelfth  New  York  Infantry, 
which  was  assigned  to  the  provisional  division  of 
the  Tenth  Army  Corps.  They  were  called  to 
Suffolk,  Va.,  and  the  first  battle  in  which  Mr.  Wilt- 
sic  participated  was  at  Deserted  House.  This  was 
followed  by  the  siege  of  Suffolk,  the  siege  of 
Charleston,  the  charge  on  Fts.  Drury  and  .lohnson, 
the  battle  of  Cold  IIarl)or  and  the  siege  of  Peters- 
burg, where  his  division  captured  the  heights. 
Later  they  captured  Ft.  Fisher  and  then  Wilming- 
ton, then  joined  Sherman  at  Uoldsboro  and  fol- 
lowed Johnston  on  to  Raleigh,  N.  C.  Mr.  Wiitsie 
participated  in  nineteen  engagements  in  all  and  was 
twice  wounded,  once  at  Ft.  Johnston  and  once  at 
Ft.  Fisher.  Ir.  July,  18C4,  he  suffered  a  sunstroke 
at  Point  of  Rocks  in  the  Appomattox  Valley,  said 
to  be  the  place  where  Pocahontas  rescued  Capt. 
.John  Smith.  His  company  was  also  called  to  New 
York  in  1 804  to  guard  the  city  from  any  riots  or 
uprising  on  election  day.  The  war  having  ended, 
he  was  honorably  discharged  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
June  13,  18G5. 

Returning  home,  Mr.  Wiitsie  worked  with  his 
father  at  the  carpenter  and  joiner's  tiade  for  some 
three  years,  when  he  determined  to  come  West, 
believing  that  the  ever-growing  State  of  Iowa 
would  furnish  more  opportunities  for  work  in  his 
line.  In  I  872,  he  located  in  Taylorville  where  he 
did  busiiu!ss  for  three  years  and  then  came  to  Brush 
Creek  where  he  has  now  Tiiadc  his  home  for  more 
than  fiftccMi  years.     After  working  at  his  trade  'for 


some  time,  he  built  a  store-room  and  in  1880  fur- 
nished it  with  a  stock  of  general  merchandise. 
That  business  he  continued  until  188G,  when  he 
sold  out  to  G.  A.  Doertler  and  again  gave  his  atten- 
tion to  carpentering  and  building,  which  he  has 
since  followed  as  health  permits. 

On  the  13th  of  July,  1873,  Mr.  Wiitsie  led  to 
the  marriage  altar  Miss  Rhoda  A.  Smith,  daughter 
of  Peter  .Smith,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  this 
county.  She  was  born  in  Medina  County,  Ohio, 
September  Hi,  1853  and  their  union  has  been 
blessed  with  one  child — Irvin  J.  The  family  holds 
an  enviable  position  in  the  social  world,  where  true 
worth  is  taken  as  the  passport  to  entrance  therein. 
The  home  of  Mr.  Wiitsie  is  a  substantial  one  and  he  is 
also  owner  of  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Wright  County, 
this  State.  In  political  sentiment,  he  is  a  warm 
Reimblican  and  for  four  years  held  the  oflice  of 
Constable.  He  is  Commander  of  Brush  Creek  Post, 
No.  258,  G.  A.  R.,  Department  of  Iowa;  and  is 
Receiver  in  Pacific  Lodge,  No.  65,  A.  O.  V.  W.; 
also  belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  fraternity. 
Like  many  another  old  soldier,  he  is  much  broken 
down  in  health  from  hardships  in  the  army. 


(Tp\\OBERT  II.  i\IAY,  who  resides  on  section  9, 
\h^  Illyria  Townslii|),  is  numbered  among  the 
/ii  \\\  honored  [noncers  of  the  county,  his  resi- 
^^dence  here  covering  a  period  of  nearly 
thirty-seven  years.  With  interest  he  has  watched 
its  growth  and  development  and  the  progress  whicli 
it  has  made,  and  has  ever  borne  his  share  in  its 
upbuilding  and  advancement.  He  was  born  Octo- 
ber 11,  1820,  on  the  Indian  Ocean,  three  days'  sail 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  his  parents  being 
Robert  II.  and  Mary  A.  (Camplioll)  May.  His 
father  was  a  native  of  England,  and  his  mother  was 
born  in  Irchuid  Imt  w.as  of  Scotch  descent.  Robert 
Mav,  Sr.,  and  all  of  his  brothers  were  seafaring 
men,  and  the  last  voyage  which  he  took  was  that 
during  which  the  birth  of  our  subject  occurred. 
Going  to  Ireland  he  settled  in  County  Wicklow, 
wli(!rc  he  spent  the" remainder  of  his  life  engaged 
in  farniin"'.    lie  was  thrown  fi'oni  a  horse  and  from 
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the  effects  of  the  injuries  sustained  died,  being  then 
in  the  prime  of  life.  There  were  three  children 
in  the  family:  Robert  H.,  of  this  sketch;  Jolin; 
who  came  to  the  United  States  and  was  killed  in 
the  Mexican  War;  and  Mary  who  wedded  a  British 
officer  and  went  to  Australia  with  her  husband  and 
lier  mother. 

Our  subject  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  County  Wicklovv,  Ireland,  and  olitained 
good  educational  aiivantages,  acquiring  a  fair 
knowledge  of  all  the  branches  which  are  necessary' 
in  business  life.  When  seventeen  3'ears  of  age  he 
went  to  sea  vriili  an  uncle,  serving  for  three  j'cars 
as  steward.  The  first  vessel  ou  which  he  sailed  was 
caught  in  a  storm  in  the  Irish  Channel  and  driven 
shoreward,  dragging  her  anchor.  After  some  thirty- 
six  hours  the  cable  was  cut  and  the  vessel  driven 
upon  a  sand  bar,  where  it  was  soon  shattered  to 
pieces.  A  barrel  with  a  rope  attached  was  thrown 
in  the  water  and  soon  carried  ashore  by  the  wind 
where  it  was  made  fast  and  thereby  all  on  board 
were  saved.  After  three  years'  of  seafaring  life 
Mr.  May  made  a  trip  to  Canada,  in  1841,  and  after 
a  3'ear  removed  to  tMiio.  Later  he  became  a  resi- 
dent of  Pennsylvania,  where  he  engaged  in  mining 
for  a  time.  He  scorned  no  employment  whereby  he 
might  earn  an  honest  dollar,  but  cheerfully  accepted 
any  work  which  he  could  get. 

It  was  in  Mercer  County,  Pa.,  on  the  18tli  of 
Janua'-y,  1849,  that  Robert  H.  M.ay  and  Martha 
Alcorn  were  united  in  marriage.  The  lady,  a  na- 
tive of  that  county,  was  born  October  2,  1829,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  William  and  Elizal)etli  (Callehan) 
Alcorn,  the  former  of  German  descent  and  the  lat- 
ter of  Irish  lineage.  Both,  however,  were  natives 
of  Pennsylvania,  where  Mr.  Alcorn  followed  farm- 
ing throughout  his  life.  The  mother  died  in  Faj'- 
ette  County,  Iowa,  at  the  age  of  sixty  six  years. 
'J'heir  family'  numbered  nine  children,  seven  of 
whom  are  living,  Mrs.  May  being  the  fifth  in  onler 
of  liirth.  By  her  marriage  she  became  the  mother 
of  eleven  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
The  living  are:  William  H.,  who  resides  in  Win- 
nebago County,  Iowa;  Edward  O.,  a  railroad  em- 
ploye; Elizabeth  J.,  wife  of  James  D.  Bartholomew; 
Mary  A.,  wife  of  John  W.  (Irahain,  a  re.«!ident  of 
Wisconsin;  John  J.,  who  is  farming  the  old  home- 


stead; Martha  E.,  wife  of  Ira  Bennett,  who  resides 
in  Pleasant  Valley  Township;  Sarah  L.,  a  teacher 
of  Winnebago  Count}-,  Iowa;  Dari<l,  at  home;  and 
Inez  E.,  who  completes  the  family. 

As  before  stated  Mr.  May  has  been  a  resident  of 
this  county  for  thirty-seven  years.  On  his  arrival 
here  he  purchaseil  eighty  acres  of  land  which  was 
covered  with  brush,  this  being  his  first  possession 
of  real  estate.  Clearing  it  he  itlowed  the  land  and 
soon  had  a  productive  farm  to  which  he  has  added, 
until  within  the  boundaries  are  comprised  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres.  A  comfortable  residence  is 
surrounded  by  splendid  barns  and  outbuildings 
which  are  models  of  convenience  and  lie  in  the 
midst  of  rich  and  fertile  fields  that  indicate  to  the 
passer-by  the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  owner. 
Three  fine  springs  afford  an  abundant  suppi}'  of 
water  for  the  house  and  also  for  stock,  of  which  he 
raises  good  grades.  Mr.  Maj'  h.as  made  what  he  has 
by  his  own  efforts  and  is  accounted  one  of  the  lead- 
ing citizens  of  Illyria  Township.  In  |)olitics  he  is 
a  Democrat  and  a  well-iriformed  man  who  keeps 
posted  on  all  questions  of  the  day,  both  political 
and  otherwise. 


eC.  BACON  resides  on  his  present  farm  on 
section  16,  Center  Township,  but  is  practi- 
cally living  a  retired  life,  his  land  being 
rented.  Me  has  made  his  home  in  this  county  since 
1862,  and  with  its  leading  interests  has  been  prom- 
inently identified,  especially  aiding  in  the  upbuild- 
ing of  every  enterprise  calcualted  to  advance  the 
general  welfare.  As  a  valued  citizen  he  deserves 
representation  in  this  volume  and  it  is  with  pleasure 
that  WG  present  this  sketch  to  the  readers  of  the 
Alhl'm.  He  was  born  in  Poitage  County,  Ohio,  in 
1834,  and  belongs  to  an  old  New  England  family 
of  Engli.sh  origin,  which  was  founded  in  America 
during  Colonial  days.  Ilis  great-grandlather  served 
in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  H.  T.  Bacon,  w.as  born 
in  New  England,  and  became  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of   Oliio.     He   wedded    Eliza    Pennock,   and 
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from  tbe  Buckeye  State  they  removed  to  AVinne- 
bairo  County.  Ill  .  iu  1845,  locating  upon  an  unim- 
proved farm.  The  land  was  planted  and  soon 
abundant  harvests  rewarded  the  labor  of  cultiva- 
tion and  improvement.  Up  to  1860  the  Illinois 
farm  continued  to  be  the  home  of  the  Bacon  family-, 
when  thej'  came  to  this  county  and  effected  a  settle- 
ment in  Center  Township.  Once  more  Mr.  Bacon 
performed  tbe  arduous  task  of  opening  up  a  farm. 
He  was  an  industrious,  energetic  man.  a  respected 
citizen  and  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1877,  was 
lamented  by  many  friends.  His  excellent  wife  died 
the  following  year  in  Rockford.  ,  Of  their  family 
which  numbered  seven  children,  the  following  are 
living — C.  C,  of  this  sketch;  Esther,  now  Mi-s. 
Millard  of  Rockford.  111.;  Maria,  now  Mrs.  Cap- 
well  of  Washington  County,  Kan.;  Elmina.  now 
Mrs.  Skiller  of  Bickleton,  Wash. ;  and  Fanny,  now 
Mrs.  Bickle  of  the  same  place. 

The  first  eleven  years  of  his  life  C.  C.  Bacon 
spent  in  the  Buckeye  State.  The  days  of  his  boy- 
hood and  youth  were  passed  amid  pioneer  scenes 
and  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  Lads  he  was 
reared  to  manhood.  In  the  district  schools  of  the 
neighborhood  he  acquired  a  common  English  edu- 
cation and  then  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  which 
he  followed  in  pui-suit  of  fortune  for  several  years. 
In  Winnebago  Count}-,  III.,  in  1859,  he  led  to  the 
marriage  altar  Miss  Harriet  A.  Babcock,  a  native  of 
New  York,  and  a  daughter  of  Naboth  and  Doll}' 
(Robins)  Babcock.  who  were  also  born  in  the  Em- 
pire State  and  at  an  early  daj'  the  father  removed 
to  Rockford,  111.  His  wife  died  before  the  emigra- 
tion of  the  family  to  the  West  and  he  did  not  long- 
survive  his  removal. 

A  short  time  was  spent  by  the  ^-oung  married 
couple  in  Winneb.ago  County  but  soon  they  sought 
a  home  beyond  the  Mississippi,  locating  in  West 
Union,  in  1860.  In  June  of  1862  Mr.  Bacon 
offered  his  services  to  the  Government  and  became 
a  member  of  Company  G,  Thirt}' -Eighth  Iowa  In- 
fantry, for  three  years  or  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  His  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Department 
of  the  Gulf  and  participated  in  the  seige  of  Vicks- 
burg,  Yazoo  River,  Fort  Blakel}-,  Fort  Morgan, 
Mobile  Point  and  several  minor  engagements.  In 
August,  1865,  our  subject  was  honorabl}'  discharged 


at  Houston.  Tex.,  after  more  than  three  years  spent 
on  southern  battle-fields  in  deadly  conflict  with  the 
rebels. 

Returning  to  West  Union,  .Mr.  Bacon  resumed 
work  at  his  trade  of  carpentering  which  he  had  fol- 
lowed previous  to  his  enlistment,  and  which  he 
continued  with  good  success  until  1867.  He  then 
determined  to  devote  his  time  and  attention  to 
other  pursuits  and  in  that  year  purchased  a  quarter- 
section  of  school  land,  which  he  at  once  began  to 
improve.  It  was  then  raw  prairie  but  as  the  result 
of  his  characteristic  energy  it  was  soon  placed  under 
the  plow  and  began  j-ielding  him  a  ready  return  for 
his  labors.  When  he  entered  upon  life's  battle  he 
had  no  capital  but  was  dependent  upon  his  own 
resources,  and  the  work  of  his  hands  has  resulted  in 
a  comfortable  competence  which  now  enables  him 
to  la}-  aside  the  more  arduous  business  cares.  As 
'a  citizen  he  faithfully  discharges  his  duties.  So- 
cially he  is  a  member  of  Center  Post,  G.  A.  R.  of 
Randalia  and  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  of  Fayette, 
and  in  politics  is  a  supporter  of  Republican  prin- 
ciples. The  Bacon  family  consists  of  our  subject, 
his  estimable  wife  and  two  children.  The  elder, 
Henry  L.  is  married  and  resides  in  Eden  Township; 
and  Mary  is  now  Mrs.  Coselman  of  Center  Town- 
ship. 

-    oc-x>    . 


^tr^RANKLIXS.  DOWNS,  an  honored  veteran 
\^iS\  of  the  late  war  and  a  representative  of  one 
/li,  of  the  pioneer  families  of  the  county,  resides 
on  section  33,  Auburn  Township,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  farming.  A  native  of  the  Keystone 
State,  his  birth  occurred  in  Troy,  Bradford  Coun- 
ty, on  the  25th  of  September.  1842.  he  being  a  son 
of  David  Henry  and  Margaret  A.  (Chesley) 
Downs,  the  former  a  native  of  New  York,  and 
the  latter  born  in  Bradford  County,  Va.  In  their 
family  were  Ave  sons  and  three  daughters  of  whom 
Franklin  S.  is  the  eldest;  Jane,  wife  of  Julius  Smith, 
was  born  in  Green  County.  Wis.,  in  April,  1844, 
and  died  in  Auburn  township,  Fayette  County, 
Iowa,  in  July.  1873,  leaving  one  child;  John,  born 
in  Green  County,  Wis.,  1846.  married  Louisa  Van 
Dorn  of  West  Union,  and  removed  to  Oregon  with 
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his  family,  consisting  of  wife  and  seven  chil- 
dren, where  they  now  reside;  Mary,  born  in  Green 
County,, Wis.,  in  1848,  died  December  18,  1873, 
in  Linn  County,  Iowa;  Albert,  born  in  Auburn, 
Fayette  County,  in  April,  1851,  is  the  next 
younger;  Alonzo,  born  in  Windsor  Township,  this 
county,  March  18,  1853,  resides  in  Oregon,  v/here 
he  owns  and  operates  a  farm;  Hattip,born  in  Wind- 
sor Township,  in  1855,  died  October  7,  1874;  Ed- 
win, born  in  1861,  in  Auburn  Township,  died  in 
June,  1864. 

When  a  babe,  our  subject  left  his  native  State 
aud  b^'  his  parents  was  taken  to  Wisconsin,  where 
he  remained  until  seven  years  of  age  wlien  tlie  fam- 
ily removed  to  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  locating  on 
a  farm  in  Windsor  Township.  In  the  usual  man- 
ner of  farmer  lads  Franklin  spent  his  boyhood  days 
and  assisted  in  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of 
the  old  homestead  until  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  War,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Third 
Iowa  Infantry,  placing  his  name  on  the  roll  of  the 
country's  defenders  May  25,  1861,  in  West  Union. 
He  served  for  three  years  in  that  regiment  and  par- 
ticipated in  a  number  of  important  engagements. 
The  battle  of  Blue  Mills  Landing,  Mo.,  in  which 
he  bore  a  part,  was  followed  by  that  of  Shiloh  where 
he  received  a  wound  in  his  left  breast  from  a  musket 
ball  which  necessitated  his  returning  to  camp.  As 
soon  as  he  had  sufficiently  recovered  he  resumed 
his  place  in  the  ranks,  and  the  troops  met  the  ene- 
my in  b.attle  at  Hatchies  River,  where  he  was  again 
wounded  by  a  grape  shot  which  tore  off  his  right 
thumb  and  injured  the  wrist  joint.  The  next  en- 
gagement in  which  he  was  able  to  participate  was 
at  the  siege  of  Corinth,  then  followed  the  battles 
and  siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  in  the  battle  of  Jack- 
son, Miss.,  he  was  wounded  in  the  left  arm.  Tliis 
wound  proved  of  so  serious  a  nature,  he  was  sent 
to  the  liospital  and  in  addition  to  his  injuries  gan- 
grene set  in,  which  proved  much  more  painful  and 
dangerous  than  tlie  original  wound.  His  term  of 
service  expired  prior  to  his  recovery  and  he  was 
discharged  on  the  11th  of  June,  1864,  in  Daven- 
port, Iowa.  It  was  his  desire  to  re-enlist  but  on 
account  of  the  injuries  which  he  had  already  sus- 
tained his  services  were  refused  and  he  was  obliged 
to  retire  to  the  life  of  a  civilian  much  to  his  regret. 


Not  long  after  his  return  home,  Mr.  Downs  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ani^'  S.  Chapman 
who  was  born  in  Ohio,  in  1849,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  L.  C.  and  Hannah  Chapman.  Their  cliildren, 
three  innun)ber  arc  Clara  15.,  who  was  born  in  Au 
burn  Townsliip,  Octolier  9,  18G6,and  is  the  wife  of 
Jolm  Bell,  who  is  engaged  on  railroad  work  as  a 
car  painter  in  Omaiia,  Neb.  ;Henr3'  L.,  born  Septem- 
ber 28,  1868,  makes  his  home  with  his  fatlier; 
Charles  A.,  born  May  24,  1870,  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Clay  County,  Iowa.  Mr.  Downs  divorced 
liis  wife  and  married  Patience  Tl\ompson,  on  June 
15,  1873,  She  is  tlie  daughter  of  Rufus  and  Lucy 
Thompson,  and  by  tlieir  union  have  been  liorn 
seven  children — Mary  born  April  13,  1874;  Alice, 
October  11,  1876;  Lucy,  February  22,  1879;  Gar- 
lield.  September  4,  1882;  Hattie,  September  2, 
1884;  Judson,  November  12,  1886;  and  Rufus, 
February  1,  1889. 

Mr.  Downs  makes  farming  his  business  and  is  the 
owner  of  one  hundred  and  seven  acres  of  clioice  land 
in  Auburn  Township.  Much  of  this  is  covei-ed  with 
timber  but  that  which  has  been  placed  under  cultiva- 
tion produces  large  crops  of  all  kinds  of  cereals  and 
grasses.  He  is  an  enterpricing,  progressive  busi- 
ness man  both  as  regards  his  farming  interests  and 
otherwise.  He  was  one  of  the  most  faithful  sol- 
diers during  the  late  war  and  only  when  his  wounds 
forced  him  to  remain  in  tlie  hospital  was  he  ever 
off  duty.  He  valiantly  defended  the  old  flag  and 
to  the  faithfulness  of  such  men  was  due  the  Union's 
preservation.  His  father  also  served  in  the  war, 
enlisting  in  Company  F,  Ninth  Iowa  Infantry,  and 
died  of  disease  at  Franklin,  Mo.,  December  24, 
1861. 


OajI«.i. 


^^ 


\T]  OllN  RISER  is  the  owner  of  a  good  f.-irm 
of  two  hundred  and  seventy-seven  acres 
situated  on  section  35,  Clermont  Township, 
((®|A  where  he  has  for  some  years  resided.  He 
was  born  in  Berne,  Switzerland,  in  1843,  an<l  his 
parents  are  still  living  in  the  old  country.  His 
fatlier  has  followed  farming  throughout  his  entire 
life  and  although  now  seventy-three  jears  of  age 
is  enjoying   good   health  and   his  mental,  faculties 
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are  also  unimpaired.  His  wife,  who  is  about  the 
same  age  gives  little  inilication  of  tlie  wear  of  more 
than  threescore  j'ears  and  ihrouglioul  her  entire 
life  has  never  known  sickness.  Both  are  members 
of  the  Reformed  Lutlieran  Church. 

The  school  days  of  our  subject  were  spent  in  his 
native  land,  where  in  180.5,  he  married  Maria  Hun- 
ziker.  .She  has  two  brotiiers  and  two  sisters  who 
are  also  residents  of  America.  Jacob  is  married 
and  resides  on  an  extensive  farm  in  (Irundj- County, 
Tenn.,  among  the  Cumberland  Mountains;  Eliza- 
beth is  the  wife  of  Abr.ahain  Pfister,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  the  boot  and  shoe  business  in  Mount 
Eaton,  Ohio.  Frederick  died  in  Tennessee  in  1883. 
and  Mrs.  Rosa  Von  Alman  resides  in  a  pleasant 
home  in  South  Pittsburg,  Tenn.,  wiiere  for  many 
3  ears  her  husband  engaged  in  the  blacksmith  busi- 
ness.    His  death  occurred  in  August,  1890. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Riser  operated  a  distillery 
in  his  native  land  until  18G8,  when  all  of  his  build- 
ings and  other  possessions  were  destroyed  by  fire. 
As  he  had  no  insurance  upon  his  property  he  suf- 
fered a  heavy  loss  and  in  the  hope  of  retrieving 
his  fortune  in  America  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  in 
1869,  and  became  a  resident  of  Ohio.  He  first 
settled  in  what  was  known  as  the  Black  Swamp, 
where  he  bought  a  small  farm  and  devoted  his  en- 
ergies principall}'  to  tlie  raising  of  corn.  After  a 
five  years'  residence  in  the  Buckeye  State  he  then 
traded  that  farm  to  .Jacob  Widmer  for  forty  acres 
of  land  in  Fayette  County  on  section  35,  Clermont 
Township.  This  was  the  nucleus  of  his  present 
home,  around  which  has  gathered  land  to  the 
amount  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-seven  acres, 
all  of  which  is  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation. 
Mr.  Riser  is  now  engaged  in  the  tiairy  business  and 
making  a  s|iecialty  of  the  manufacture  of  Swiss 
cheese.  He  keeps  on  hand  for  this  pnrpcise  forty 
cows  and  the  prodiu't  of  his  diury  tiiuls  a  reach- 
market  in  this  county. 

I'nto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Riser  have  been  born  ten 
children,  nine  of  whom  are  living:  Alfred,  born 
February  24,  18GG,  was  educated  in  the  Iowa  Asy- 
lum for  the  Deaf  ami  Dumb,  being  thus  afflicted, 
and  is  now  at  home  on  the  farm;  John,  born  De- 
cember 11,  1867,  died  September  14,  188.5;  Albert, 
born  September  10,  1870,  is  at,  home;  Caroline  J., 


born  Xovember  .30,  1872,  is  eng.aged  in  teaching 
.school;  Julia,  born  November  10,  1875;  Edward, 
February  9,  1878;  Bertha,  March  8,  1881;  Lydia, 
February  8.  1884;  Johnny,  December  28,  1886, 
and  Angeline,  April  10,  1889,  are  still  with  their 
parents. 

Socially  Mr.  Riser  is  a  member  of  Clermont 
Lodge,  No.  160,  A.  V.  &  A.  M.;  and  Elgin  Lodge, 
No.  54,  I.  L.  of  H.  He  affiliates  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party. 

UGUST  BENSON,  senior  member  of  the 
vt^g^'JII  firm  of  Benson  Bros.,  was  born  near  War- 
I4i  berg,  Sweden,  April  8,  1845,  and  received 
his  education  at  his  mother's  knee.  When 
seventeen  years  of  age  he  began  to  learn  the  boiler 
maker's  trade  at  which  he  served  an  apprenticeship 
of  nearly  five  jears,  but  on  account  of  the  noise 
affecting  his  hearing  he  was  forced  to  abandon  that 
occupation  and  in  1869  came  to  the  United  States. 
The  year  succeeding  his  arrival  he  spent  upon  a 
farm  near  McGregor,  and  w.as  then  for  four  years 
[jorter  in  a  hotel.  The  succeeding  three  years  of 
his  life  he  spent  in  driving  a  team,  after  which  he 
was  employed  as  shipping  clerk  in  a  wholesale  house 
in  McGregor  for  about  four  years,  when  he  re- 
signed his  position  in  1  882,  and  started  in  business 
for  himself  in  Elgin,  where  he  has  since  carried  on 
operations  as  a  general  merchant.  He  began  bus- 
iness with  a  small  stock  which  he  has  enlarged  in 
proportion  to  his  constantl}'  increasing  trade  until 
now  the  Benson  Bros,  carrj'  one  of  the  largest  stocks 
in  town. 

On  the  27th  of  May,  1876,  Mr.  Benson  .and  Lena 
Myers  were  married.  The  lady  w.as  born  in  Mil- 
waukee. Wis.,  in  1854,  shortl_v  after  the  emigration 
of  her  parents,  Nichol.as  and  Katrina  (Myers) 
Myers,  from  Prussia  to  America.  Unto  them  have 
been  born  three  children — Jennie  L.,  Lizzie  and 
Oscar  M.  Mr.  Benson  is  a  member  of  the  Luth- 
eran Church  and  his  wife  is  a  follower  of  the  Cath- 
olic faitli.  lie  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  has  served 
as  Township  Trustee  .and  for  many  years  has 
been  a  member  of   the  school    board.     He  is  also 
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an  honored  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He 
not  only  began  life  in  this  country  without  capital 
but  was  $.50  in  debt  when  he  came  to  the  United 
States.  However,  industry  and  enterprise  have 
stood  him  in  stead  of  capital  and  influential  friends 
and  he  has  worked  his  way  upward  step  by  step. 
The  firm  of  Benson  Bros,  is  now  widely  and  favor- 
ably known  and  its  members  are  recognized  as 
leading  business  men  of  Elgin. 


■€-*-^- 


£LIA.S  BENSON,  the  junior   member  of   the 
firm  of  Benson  Bros.,  dealers  in  general  mer- 
;  chandise,  was  born  near  Warberg,  Sweden, 

July  7,  1848,  and  is  a  son  of  Ben  Svvanson  and 
Anna  (Marckuson)  Benson,  who  never  left  their 
native  land,  but  in  Sweden  lived  the  lives  of  farm- 
ing people.  In  their  famil}'  were  six  children, 
four  sons  and  two  daughters.  The  latter  died  in 
the  old  country  but  the  brothers  came  to  the 
United  States.  Andrew  crossed  the  Atlantic  in 
1867  and  is  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Delaware 
County,  Iowa.  Two  5'ears  later  John  and  August 
sought  homes  in  the  New  AVorld,  and  both  are  now 
residents  of  this  county,  the  former  a  well-to-do 
farmer  of  Pleasant  Valley  Township,  and  the  lat- 
ter, the  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Benson  Bros. 
Ellas  was  the  last  to  come  over  the  ocean.  He 
was  reared  on  a  farm  and  hail  no  opportunities  for 
education  except  what  his  mother  taught  him.  As 
soon  as  he  was  old  enough  he  had  to  earn  his  own 
living  by  working  on  a  farm.  In  1870,  he  formed 
the  determination  to  follow  his  brothersand  on  the 
22d  of  April  sailed  for  America,  arriving  in  Que- 
bec on  the  10th  of  May.  He  at  once  make  his  way 
to  Clayton  County-,  Iowa,  and  the  first  year  worked 
on  a  farm  for  wages.  The  following  winter  he  went 
to  school  working  for  his  board,  and  subsequently 
was  employed  as  a  farm  hand  until  1874,  when  he 
worked  for  a  short  time  on  the  Burlington,  Cedar 
Rapids  &  Northern  Railroad.  The  two  succeeding 
years  he  spent  in  the  emi)loy  of  J.  L.  Hagensick  of 
McGregor,  Iowa,  and  in  March,  1877,  went  to 
Washington,  and  the  same  year  visited  California. 
In  the  spring  of  1879  we  find   hira  working  in  the 


limber  and  on  mining  ditches  for  the  Spring  Val- 
ley Mining  and  Irrigating  Company,  in  whose  em- 
[iloy  he  remained  two  winters.  His  return  to  Iowa 
occurred  in  December,  1880,  after  which  he  became 
a  grain  and  stock  dealer  of  Clermont,  which  busi- 
ness he  followed  for  two  years,  when  in  1883, 
he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Benson  Bros. 

On  the  7th  of  July  of  the  same  year  Mr.  Benson 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lizzie  Myers,  who 
was  born  in  Allamakee  Count}',  Iowa,  October  27, 
1860,  and  is  of  German  descent.  Two  children 
grace  their  union — Anna  Matilda  and  Clara  May. 
Mr.  Benson  is  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  socially  is 
a  member  of  tlie  Odd  Fellows  fraternity.  He  has 
traveled  over  much  of  this  country,  and  his  life  has 
been  an  interesting  and  fruitful  one  in  which  by 
industry  and  close  attention  to  business  he  has  ac- 
quired a  handsome  competence. 


■^ll  OHN  KNOX  well  deserves  a  representation 
in  this  volume  from  the  fact  of  his  being 
^_^  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  county,  and 
'®«/i  also  one  of  the  highly  respected  citizens.  He 
settled  near  West  Union  in  October,  1850,  and  has 
licen  a  resident  of  that  locality  continuously  since. 
During  the  fort}'  years  vvhich  have  come  and  gone 
he  has  witnessed  the  changes  that  have  transformed 
the  barren  prairies  into  rich  fertile  farms,  replaced 
the  log  cabins  bj-  comfortable  and  commodious  resi- 
dences, and  brought  into  the  county  a  stream  of 
emigration  that  has  founded  towns  and  villages,  and 
has  carried  on  the  work  of  civilization  till  Fayette 
has  taken  rank  among  the  best  of  her  sister  coun- 
ties in  this  vast  commonwealth. 

Mr.  Knox  was  born  in  County  Antrim,  Ireland, 
on  the  22(1  of  April,  1816,  and  is  descended  from 
the  Scotch  ancestry  only  two  generations  remote, 
his  grandparents  being  natives  of  the  Lowlands  of 
Scotland.  His  father  was  John  Knox  and  his 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Jane  Cathcart.  Both 
were  born  and  reared  in  County  Antrim  and  were 
there  married.  Upon  his  father's  farm  in  the  coun- 
ty of  his  nativity  our  suliject  was  reared  to  man- 
hood,   spending  his  time  in  the  usual  manner  of 
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farmer  lads.  In  March  1835,  he  was  joined  in  wed- 
lock with  Miss  Jane  Pennej%  with  whom  he  had 
attondeil  school  in  his  boyhood  days.  The  lady  wos 
born  in  C'onnty  Antrim,  August  3,  181G,  and  was 
a  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Elizabeth  (Robinson) 
Penney.  Into  them  in  Ireland  was  born  one  child, 
a  daughter,  Isabella,  who  was  born  March  10,  1837, 
and  became  the  wife  of  Anthony  Thompson  of 
AVest  Union. 

Aceomiianied  by  his  wife  and  child,  Mr.  Knox 
crossed  the  broad  Atlantic  in  1843,  and  took  up 
his  residence  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  from  whence  he 
removed  two  years  later  to  Newark,  N.  J.  In  1849, 
he  became  a  resident  of  Green  County,  Wis.,  but 
after  about  a  j'ear  he  resumed  his  westward  journey 
and  in  October,  1850  located  upon  a  farm  near 
West  Union,  Iowa.  Five  children  were  born  unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knox  in  this  country,  the  eldest  of 
whom  is  .lolin.  He  was  born  in  Albany,  N.  Y., 
January  24.  1845,  was  reared  on  a  farm,  married 
Miss  Ella  Watrous  and  now  resides  in  Columbia 
County,  Wash.,  wi)ere  he  owns  a  large  ranch.  Eliza, 
born  in  Krwark,  N.  J..  November  8.  1846,  is  the 
wife  of  William  Callison  of  Sioux  City,  Iowa; 
Mary,  born  in  Newaik,  November  IC,  184H,  is  the 
wife  of  Purdy  Archie,  a  resident  of  Cedar  Ra|)ids; 
James,  bom  in  Fayette  County,  March  12,  1851, 
married  Elizabeth  Thompson  and  is  a  farmer  of 
Center  Township,  Faj'ette  County;  Joseph  R.,  born 
in  this  ecunty,  October  12,  1854,  wedded  Ella  Hart 
and  is  .-i  lesident  farmer  of  Union  Township. 

On  coming  to  luwa  Mr.  Knox  bought  of  the  Gov- 
ernment one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  near  what 
is  now  the  county  seat  of  Fayette  County,  then 
marked  only  by  one  log  shanty  which  was  occupied 
by  Judge  Rogers  and  his  partners  as  a  store  and 
dwelling.  lie  subsequently  bought  lift}'  acres  of 
timlier  on  the  Turkey  River  and  turninghis  attention 
to  the  care  of  his  land  improved  a  fine  farm  which 
hem^idehis  home  until  the  spring  of  1884,  when  he 
sold  out  and  came  to  West  Union,  where  he  has  since 
resided.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knox  are  earnest  and  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and 
the  children,  with  one  exception,  belong  to  the 
same  denomination.  Mrs.  Callison.  with  her  hus- 
band, holds  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.     In   politics  l\Ir.  Knox  and    his  sons 


are  Republicans.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  founders 
of  his  famil}'  in  the  United  States  and  have  reason 
to  be  proud  of  the  same,  both  numerically  and  as  to 
good  standing.  Their  children  are  all  married  and 
have  families  of  their  own  and  are  respected  mem- 
bers of  society.  Isabella  is  the  mother  of  four 
daughters  and  one  son.  John  is  the  father  of  four 
sons  and  two  daughters;  Eliza  is  the  mother  of 
one  sou  and  two  daughters;  Mary  has  two  sons 
and  one  daughter;  James  has  five  sons  and  three 
daughters,  and  Joseph  has  two  sons  and  three 
daughters,  including  twin  girls.  In  addition  to  all 
these  grandchildren,  Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Knox  have  ten 
great-grandchildren,  so  they  may  feel  assured  that 
their  race  in  America  is  likely  to  be  perpetuated. 
Their  descendants  now  number  thirt3'-eight.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  are  fair  types  of  tlreir  nation- 
ality; upright  and  honorable  in  all  the  affairs  of 
of  life;  industrious,  frugal  and  earnest,  and  devout 
in  their  observance  of  religious  duty.  They  are 
plain,  unpretending  people  who  retain  the  warmth 
and  cordiality  to  strangers  that  characterized  the 
early  pioneers,  and  whose  devotion  to,  and  faith  in 
their  children  and  theirs,  is  something  beautiful  to 
see  and  i-etlects  great  credit  on  all.  Both  are  well 
preserved  both  physically  and  mentally  and  seem 
in  the  fullest  enjo3'mentof  life.  ,  Jlrs.  Knox  comes 
from  a  family  noted  for  longevity.  Her  mother 
lived  to  be  more  than  ninety,  while  her  maternal 
grandmother  died  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and 
three  years. 

H.  TURNER  is  engaged    in    farming   ami 

b  stock-raising  on  section  23,  Center  Town- 
ship. In  presenting  to  the  readers  of  this 
Album  a  sketch  of  Mr.  Turner  we  record  the  life 
work  of  one  of  the  worthy  and  valued  citizens  of 
the  community  who  ranks  high  among  his  fellow- 
townsmen.  The  family  from  which  he  is  descended 
is  of  Holland  extraction.  His  father,  J.  L.  Turner, 
was  a  native  of  New  York,  and  in  Herkimer 
County  wedded  Biancy  Shautt,  a  lady  of  German 
descent  whose  family  was  established  in  this  coun- 
try by  her  father.     They  began  their  domestic  life 
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upon  a  farm  in  the  Empire  State,  and  for  many 
years  tiiere  continued  to  reside.  It  was  in  I8G0 
that  they  emigrated  westward,  locating  in  Fayette 
County,  where  Mr.  Turner  purciiased  two  hundred 
and  nine  acres  of  land  and  improved  a  farm.  He 
was  a  respected  citizen  of  the  community  and  died 
in  this  county  in  1881.  His  wife  has  since  mar- 
ried G.  W.  Chapin  and  still  makes  her  home  m 
this  community.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Turner  were 
bom  seven  cliildren,  and  with  one  exception  all  are 
yet  living:  Jerome  is  married  and  resides  in  Cen- 
ter Township,  on  section  24;  Johnson  is  married 
and  resides  on  section  23,  of  the  same  township; 
L.  H.  is  the  next  younger;  Amelia  is  now  Mrs. 
Marvin,  of  Fayette;  Elida  Siykes,  of  Center  Town- 
ship; JL^dison  died  in  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1862;  and  Hattie  is  now  Mrs.  Francisco,  of  Fay- 
ette. 

Our  subject  spent  the  first  sixteen  years  of  his 
life  in  the  Empire  State  and  then  came  to  Fayette 
County,  which  has  now  been  his  home  since  1864. 
With  the  family  he  shared  in  the  usual  hardships 
of  frontier  life  and  has  been  a  witness  of  the  growth 
and  development  of  the  county.  The  nearest  rail- 
road at  that  time  wastliirty  miles  distant.  Fayette 
was  but  a  mere  hamlet,  and  the  work  of  progress 
and  development  seemed  scarcely  begun.  He  has 
ever  borne  his  share  in  the  work  of  transformation, 
doing  wliat  he  could  for  the  upbuilding  of  the 
county's  interests.  His  business  career  has  been 
that  of  an  agriculturist.  He  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  until  tlio  age  of  twenty-seven,  assist- 
ing in  the  cultivation  of  the  home  farm,  and  then 
began  laliors  in  his  own  interest.  In  1877,  in  this 
county,  he  was  united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  matri- 
mony with  Miss  Amy  Hall,  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Lueinda 
(Cline)  Hall.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  in  1864,  following  the  course  of 
human  emigration  which  was  steadily  flowing  west- 
ward, located  in  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  settling  in 
West  Union  Township  where  they  now  reside. 

The  young  couple  began  their  domestic  life  upon 
the  old  homestead  farm  where,  working  hand  in 
hand,  they  have  acquired  a  handsome  competence. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  four  children — 
Lottie,  Walter,  Benjamin  and  Curtis.     To  farming 


Mr.  Turner  still  devotes  his  energies  and  attention, 
and  has  two  hundred  and  nine  acres  well  improved 
which  yield  to  him  a  golden  tribute  for  his  care 
and  labor.  Among  the  improvements  are  a  good 
barn  and  comfortable  residence,  all  necessary  out- 
buildings, and  there  may  be  found  the  latest  ma- 
chinery and  high  grades  of  stock.  In  politics  Mr. 
Turner  for  some  time  affiliated  with  the  Greenback 
party  but  now  votes  independently.  About  half 
of  the  time  since  he  has  attained  his  majority  he  has 
served  on  tiie  Scthool  Board  and  is  now  its  Presi- 
dent. His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  like  her  husband  has  many 
warm  friends  throughout  the  community  who 
esteem  her  highly  for  her  many  excellencies  of 
character. 


7  OHN  W.  STOHR,  a  prosperous  and  represen- 
tative farmer  of  Oran  Township  residing  on 
section  3,  was  born  in  Illinois  October  9, 
v^//  1854.  His  father,  John  Stohr,  born  in  1828, 
was  a  native  of  Germany  and  when  seventeen  years 
of  age  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America.  Two  other 
members  of  his  family  also  became  residents  of  this 
country — Victoria,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Fraidv 
Singer,  a  well.to-<lo  farmer  of  Illinois,  by  whom 
she  has  seven  children;  and  a  brother  who  came  to 
America  in  1847,  locating  in  the  State  of  Missouri. 
John  Siohr,  Sr.,  located  first  in  New  Jersey  where  he 
learned  the  trade  of  ciockmaking.  Afterwards  he 
removed  to  Pennsylvania,  where  in  December, 
1851,  he  married  Miss  Sarah  Jane  Myers  who  was 
born  in  the  Keystone  State  in  1832.  Her  father 
was  a  farmer  and  she  spent  her  childhood  days 
under  the  parental  loof  and  attemling  the  district 
seliools  of  the  neighborhood.  She  was  one  of  quite 
a  large  family  the  eldest  of  whom,  Isaac,  came  to 
Iowa  vvith  his  parents,  married  Angeline  Lewis,  by 
whom  he  has  four  children  and  is  now  engaged  in 
farming  in  Rooks  County,  Kan.  Christina  i)ecame 
the  wife  of  James  Dickson  of  Oran  Township,  who 
sold  his  farm  in  this  county  in  1878,  removing  to 
Kansas.  They  settled  in  Graham  County  but 
are  now  residents  of  Greely,   Anderson    County, 
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and  unto  them  have  been  born  eight  children. 
Nmiicv  was  the  vvife  of  Henry  Gerkin  of  tiiis  town- 
shi|)  and  their  family  numbei'S  seven  children. 
William  who  wedded  jNIaiy  A.  Holmes  by  whom  he 
lias  three  c-hil<lren  and  has  for  some  time  success- 
fully operated  a  farm  of  one  hundi'ed  and  twenty 
acres  in  Oran  Township,  is  now  living  a  retired 
life  in  Oehvein.  Sarah  Jane,  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, is  the  next  in  order  of  birth.  Lucinda  is  the  • 
wife  of  George  Swartz  and  the  mother  of  four  chil- 
dren. They  located  on  a  farm  in  Fremont  Town- 
ship but  sold  out  in  1885  removing  to  Nebraska 
where  they  now  live.  John,  who  owned  and  oper- 
ated an  eighty-acre  farm  in  Jefferson  Township, 
sold  out  in  1877  and  two  years  later  removed  to 
Rooks  County,  Kan.,  where  his  death  occurred  in 
1886.  He  married  Miss  Alice  Holmes,  who  with  her 
six  children  now  resides  in  Washington.  Sarah  be- 
came the  wife  of  Silas  Judd  of  Oran  Township  by 
whom  she  had  two  children,  and  for  her  second  hus- 
band wedded  Robert  Farley,  a  farmer  of  Oran 
Township  by  whom  she  has  seven  children.  Lydia 
is  the  deceased  wife  of  Terry  Weatherby,  a  farmer 
of  Oran  Township,  who  after  her  death  married 
Frances  Myers,  by  whom  be  has  seven  childreti. 
They  now  make  their  home  in  Oelwein.  Mary  Ann 
became  the  wife  of  Lewis  Thorman,  a  farmer  of 
Oran  Township  and  with  their  four  children  they 
now  reside  in  Southern  lovva.  Margaret  married 
Edwin  Bebee,  a  farmer  and  wagonmaker  who  is 
now  carrying  on  agricultural  pursuits  in  AVinne- 
slieik  County.  Unto  them  have  been  born  nine 
children.  James,  who  completes  the  family,  is  a 
resident  of  Washington. 

Deciding  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  West,  John 
Stohr  Sr.  emigrated  from  Fenn.sylvania  to  Illinois, 
locating  in  La  Salle  County,  where  he  resided  until 
1855,  when  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Buchan- 
nan  County,  Iowa.  Four  years  later  they  settled 
in  Oran  Township,  this  county.  The  mother  died 
on  the  t)th  of  November,  1872,  in  Fremont  Town- 
ship and  the  father's  death  occurred  on  the  6th  of 
December,  1873,  in  Bremer  County,  Iowa.  They 
were  the  parents  of  these  children — Henry  M.,  born 
June  28,  1853,  married  Lydia  Miller,  December  11, 
1800,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Winnesheik 
County;  John  W.,  of  this  sketch  is  the  next  younger; 


William  F.,  born  February  17,  1856,  is  a  farmer  of 
Decatur  County,  Kan.;  Jordan,  who  was  born 
May  2. 1858,  and  is  extensively  engaged  in  farming 
married  Ella  Wilcox  in  Obeilin,  Kan.,  December  25, 
1887,  and  unto  them  have  been  born  two  children; 
Angeline,  born  July  10,  1860,  died  September  21, 
1881;  Corwin,  born  October  14,  1861,  married 
Matilda  Sylvester  March  25,  1888,  and  is  engaged 
in  farming  in  Fremont  Township;  Silas  P.,  born 
March  10,  1863,  married  Ida  Aldredge,  March  10, 
1886,  and  owns  and  operates  a  farm  of  eighty  acres 
in  Banks  Townshi[),  where  with  his  wife  and  one 
child  he  has  a  pleasant  home;  Amos  B.,  born  F'eb- 
ruary  26,  1865,  diet!  September  3,  1878;  .\aron, 
born  December  15,  1865,  died  February  15,  1866; 
Daniel  L.,  born  February  6,  1868,  resides  in  Oran 
Township  and  collects  milk  for  a  dairy;  Martha, 
born  February  26,  1870,  died  in  early  infancy; 
and  Victoria  E.,  born  June  2,  1871,  died  May  3, 
1889. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our  sub- 
ject, who  since  the  age  of  five  years  has  been  a  res- 
ident of  this  county,  where  he  was  reared  to 
manhood  and  educated  in  the  public  schools.  With 
the  family  he  shared  in  the  hardships  and  trials 
of  pioneer  life  and  also  in  its  pleasures  and  excite- 
ments. In  1882  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mrs.  Delila  Zimmerman,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Aldrich.  The  father  of  the  family  to  which  she 
belonged  was  Jonathan  E.  Aldrich,  who  was  born 
in  New  York  December  25,  1831,  married  Sarah 
Carroll  in  Erie  County,  Pa.,  emigrated  to  Wiscon- 
sin in  1865,  and  in  1870  engaged  in  farming  in 
Bremer  Countj',  Iowa.  Their  children  are  as  fol- 
lows: George,  born  November  17.  1851,  in  1874 
married  Maggie  Roberts  by  whom  he  has  five  chil- 
dren and  is  a  carpenter  by  occupation.  Jeanetto  L. 
born  July  31,  1853,  became  the  wife  of  Dainel 
Davis,  a  farmer  who  died  in  April,  1888,  leaving 
six  children.  Mrs.  Stohr  is  the  third  child.  Mer- 
ritt,  born  May  31,  1861,  is  a  resident  farmer  of 
this  county.  Lavirn,  born  May  5,  1862,  is  living 
in  Kansas;  and  Eva  J.,  born  December  10,  1866,  is 
at  home.  The  father  of  this  family  died  on  the 
16tb  of  December,  1890,  at  his  home  in  Fayette 
County,  Iowa. 

Delila  Aldrich  in  1875,  became  the  wife  of  James 
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Ziinmennan,  and  unto  them  were  born  two  chil- 
dren— Cora  R.,  born  June  22,  1876;  and  James  Q. 
May  19.  1878.  By  her  second  mairi.ige  slie  lias 
three  cliildren — Angeline  G.,  born  June  6,  1884; 
Burley  A.,  January  23.  1  886  ;  and  Jennie  Viola  Jan- 
uary 4,  1888. 

The  first  land  which  Mr.  Stolir  owned  was 
an  eighty-acre  tract  of  raw  prairie  but  it  did  not 
long  remain  in  an  uncultivated  condition,  he  soon 
transforming  it  into  fertile  fields.  Afterwards  he 
became  the  owner  of  another  eighty  acres  and  now 
has  a  quarter  section  of  choice  land,  well  improved 
with  good  buildings  and  a  comfortable  home.  lie 
is  also  extensively  engaged  in  the  dairy  business 
from  which  he  reaps  a  good  income  as  he  always 
finds  a  ready  market  for  his  produce  which  is  of  the 
best  quality.  He  is  accounted  one  of  the  leading 
and  successful  farmers  of  the  townslii[),  and  is  also 
a  valued  citizen  who  has  served  on  the  School 
Board,  and  ever  takes  an  active  part  in  anything 
pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  comnuinity  and  the 
advancement  of  its  best  interests.  His  estimable  wife 
is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


■JYlOHN  VAN  SICKLE,  a  farmer  and  slock- 
raiser  of  C'enter  Township,  residing  on  sec- 
tion 2,  is  a  native  of  Ohio.  He  was  born 
near  SteubenVille,  in  1837,  and  was  the 
second  in  a  family  of  eight  children  whose  parents 
were  Ephraim  and  Sara  (Everley)  Van  Sickle.  His 
father  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  his  mother  of 
Barber  County,  Va.,  but  at  an  early  day  they  re- 
moved to  the  Buckeye  State.  Mr.  Van  Sickle  was 
a  laliorer  on  the  Virginia  Pike  and  while  thus 
working  lost  his  e3'esight  in  1840.  He  then  re- 
turned to  his  native  State,  and  in  Jockey  Hollow, 
F.ayette  Count}',  Pa.,  kept  a  tavern.  His  death 
occurred  in  1880,  and  his  excellent  wife  was  called 
to  iier  final  rest  in  1866.  Of  the  famil}-  four  are 
now  living — Charlotte,  now  Jlrs.  ISradley  of  I'eiin- 
sylvanla;  John  of  this  sketch;  Margaret,  now  Mrs. 
Stanton  of  Fayette  County;  and  Albert  who  is 
now  married  and  resides  in  Somerset  County,  Pa. 
The  Van  Sickle  family    is    of    Holland  extraction 


and  was  founded  in  America  by  lilphraim  Van 
Sickle,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  who  left 
his  native  land,  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  settled  in 
Fayette  County,  Pa.  The  Everley  family  are  of 
German  origin  and  the  grandfather  made  a  loca- 
tion in  Barber  County,  Va.,from  whence  he  after- 
wards removed  to  Ohio.  He  served  in  the  War  of 
1812. 

John  Van  Sickle  was  reared  to  manhood  on  his 
father's  farm  amid  the  mountainous  regions  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  public  school  system  was  not 
then  in  operation  in  that  part  of  the  Slate  and  his 
education  was  acquired  in  the  subscription  schools. 
On  reaching  manhood  he  began  farming  for  himself 
and  chose  as  a  helpmate  on  life's  journey  Miss 
Nancy  Ferguson,  their  union  being  celebrated  in 
the  Keystone  State  in  1856.  The  lady  was  born 
in  Allegany  County,  Md.,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Robert  and  Sarah  Fannie(Liltle)Ferguson,  the 
former  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  the  latter  of  Mary- 
land, of  German  extraction.  The  parents  resided 
in  Maryland  until  called  from  this  life,  the 
husband  dying  in  1871,  and  his  wife  in  1867. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Sickle  were  born  ten 
children  who  are  3'et  living— Charlotte,  now  Mrs. 
Vaughn  of  Center  Township;  Lemming  H.,  who  is 
married  and  resides  in  Center  Township;  John  and 
Robert;  Mary,  now  Mrs.  Hultz,  of  Smithficid 
Tovpiiship;  Willie,  Minnie,  F^llis,  Thomas,  and 
Nancy.  The  mother  of  this  family  passed  away 
in  January  1880,  and  in  this  county'  the  following 
3-iar  Mr.  Van  Sickle  wedded  Miss  Rosctta  Jennings, 
a  native  of  Wisconsin  and  a  daughter  of  Enos 
Jennings  who  was  born  in  the  State  of  Ohio  and 
came  to  Faj'ette  County,  Iowa,  in  1867,  locating 
near  Albany,  in  Westfield  Township.  By  the 
second  union  have  been  born  five  children-- Walter, 
Lester,  Grace,  Levi,  and  Lydia  Isabelle. 

Mr.  ^^an  Sickle  continued  farming  operations  in 
Pennsylvania  until  1867,  when  with  the  hojie  of 
bettering  his  financial  condition  he  disposed  of  his 
projierty  in  the  East  and  emigrated  to  Fayette 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  purchased  a  partially  im- 
proved farm  of  ninety-five  acres.  Many  improve- 
ments he  has  i)laced  thereon  which  greatly  enhanced 
its  value  as  well  as  stand  as  monuments  to  his  thrift 
and    industry.     These    include   a  good   house  and 
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barn.  The  farm  now  comprises  one  hiinflrefl  and 
eighty-six  acres,  llie  greater  part  of  which  is  under 
a  higli  state  of  cultivation  and  is  within  flvo  miles 
of  Ilawkeye.  When  Mr.  Van  Sickle  came  to  this 
countj-  the  nearest  rail-road  was  at  Independence, 
but  now  he  has  only  a  short  distance  to  take  his 
produce  to  market  and  every  convenience  and 
luxury  of  the  town  can  be  easily  obtained  in  l)ut  a 
short  time.  Witli  a  capital  stock  of  S300  he  began 
life  in  this  community  but  is  now  numbered  among 
the  substantial  farmers  of  Center  Township  and  his 
success  is  due  entirely  to  his  own  efforts.  In  politics 
he  takes  quite  an  active  interest,  voting  usually  for 
the  best  man  and  measures  regardless  of  party 
affilliations  for  county  offices  but  in  national 
politics  is  a  decided  Democrat.  Our  subject  partici- 
pated in  the  Rebellion  and  was  engaged  in  the  first 
hattle  fought  in  Virginia.  Rich  Jlountain  and 
Phillii)pi,  was  a  teamster  in  the  employ  of  the 
Government  and  was  in  the  service  nine  months. 
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and  surgeons  of  AVest 
Union,  was  born  in  Bainbridge,  Putnam  County, 
Ind.,  July  14,  1856.  His  parents,  Dr.  Milton  D. 
and  Mary  ( Dunningtou)  Darnall,  were  natives  of 
Kentucky.  His  father  was  born  near  Mt.  Sterling 
in  182.5,  and  with  liis  parents  removed  to  Putnam 
County.  Ind..  in  1830.  He  was  graduated  from 
the  Rusli  Medical  College  in  1848,  and  from  the 
University  of  Louisville  in  1 851,  after  which,  on 
tlio  breaking  out  of  the  late  war,  he  entered  the 
military  service  of  the  Government,  being  made 
Post  Surgeon  of  Evansville,  Ind.  He  was  also 
regimental  surgeon  of  the  Forty-Third  Indiana 
Infantry,  and  went  down  to  Helena,  Ark.  He  died 
on  the  2d  of  September,  18(12.  His  wife,  who  was 
born  in  Versailles,  Woodford  County,  Ky.,  in  1831, 
still  survives  her  husband  and  resides  in  Indiana. 
There  were  three  children  in  the  family,  one  son 
and  two  daughters.  The  twin  sister  of  Dr.  Dar- 
nall, .Tcssie  Benton,  became  the  wife  of  Hon.  K.  T. 
Lane  of  Indiana,  whose  father,  Maj.  liigginsLane, 


and  uncle.  Senator  Henr3'  S.  Lane,  wei-e  noted  men 
in  the  struggle  for  the  abolition  of  slavery.  A 
younger  sister,  Mary,  became  the  wife  of  D.  E. 
Finlc}-,  an  officer  of  the  Monon  Railroad,  who  was 
drowned  in  1886. 

As  our  subject  is  widely  known  in  Fayette 
Counl3-  we  feel  that  our  readers  will  receive  with 
interest  tliis  brief  sketch  of  his  life  work.  He 
acquired  his  literary  education  at  De  Pauw  Univer- 
sity of  Greencastle,  Ind.,  after  which  he  attended 
lectures  in  the  Rush  Medical  College  of  Chicago, 
from  which  he  wiis  graduated  in  the  class  of  1882. 
He  engaged  in  practice  at  Walnut,  Pottowatomie 
County,  Iowa,  on  the  completion  of  his  course  of 
study  Kud  continued  at  that  place  until  1886,  when 
he  came  to  West  Union  and  formed  the  existing 
partnership  with  Dr.  G.  D.  Darnall.  He  is  also  a 
jiartner  in  the  drug  business  with  the  same  gentle- 
man and  L.  A.  Fisher,  that  branch  of  their  busi- 
ness having  been  established  in   1887. 

Dr.  Charles  F.  Darnall  was  married  in  Ladoga, 
Ind.,  on  the  KUh  of  August,  1883,  to  Miss  Lou 
Smith,  who  was  liorn  in  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  W.  A.  Smith.  Both  arc 
members  of  the  Jlethodist  Episcopal  Church  and 
their  circle  of  friends  in  this  community  is  a  wide 
one.  The  Doctor  is  practically  a  self-made  man. 
At  an  early  age  he  was  apprenticed  to  learn  llie 
printer's  trade  and  served  eight  years  on  the  Green 
Castle  Banner  in  every  capacity  up  to  editor.  He 
lias  been  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Tribune, 
the  Cincinnati  GazeMe,  the  Indianapolis  Jotirnal  and 
other  newspapers  and  has  also  occasionallj-  contrib- 
uted to  medical  journals.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch 
advocate  of  Repulilican  principles  but  has  not  been 
actively  identified  with  political  work.  He  is  a 
Knight  Templar  Mason,  a  member  of  West  Union 
Lodge,  No.  69.  A.  F.  k  A.  M.:  Clermont  Chapter, 
No.  62,  R.  A.  M.  and  Langridge  Commander^-, 
No.  47.  K.  T.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Fayette 
County  Medical  Society,  to  the  Iowa  State  Medical 
.'society  and  to  the  .\merican  Medical  Association. 
He  served  as  Assistant  Secretary'  two  years,  and  is 
now  Secretary  of  the  Iowa  State  Medical  Associa- 
tion, and  is  Secretary  of  the  Pension  Board,  an^l 
Health  Physician  of  West  Union.  Dr.  Darnall 
has  now  been  engaged  in  the  active  practice  of  his 
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profession  at  West  Union  for  the  past  five  years, 
and  has  succeeded  in  building  up  a  prosperous  bus- 
iness. He  not  only  keeps  abreast  of  the  times  in 
the  discoveries  relating  to  tlie  medical  science,  but 
is  well  informed  on  all  matteis  of  general  interest 
and  is  accounted  one  of  the  representative  citizens 
of  the  community. 


"S^,  ENNIS  GRAY,  a  representative  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  of  Auburn  Township,  re- 
siding on  section  3(5,  is  numbered  among 
the  honored  pioneers  of  the  county  and  as 
such  we  gladly  present  this  sketch  to  the  readers 
of  the  Ai.BUJi.  He  was  born  in  Chester  County, 
Pa.,  Januarj-  11,  1824,  and  is  one  of  eight  children 
whose  parents,  Enoch  and  Mary  (Conard)  Gray, 
were  also  natives  of  Chester  County,  the  father 
born  September  16,  179G,  and  the  mother  March 
30,  1805.  They  were  members  of  the  Society  of 
Friends  and  were  married  according  to  the  cere- 
mony of  that  church  in  AVest  Grove,  Pa.,  March 
13,  1823.  Mr.  Gray,  our  subject,  has  the  original 
parchment  on  which  is  written  the  ritualistic  cere- 
mony on  this  occasion,  with  some  fort}'  names  as 
subscribing  witnesses. 

The  Gray  family  was  early  established  on  Amer- 
ican soil.  There  were  f<;ur  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters in  the  family  of  our  subject's  paternal 
grandfather,  including  Samuel  who  died  in  early 
manliood ;  John,  who  married  Hannah  Pusey,  by 
whom  he  had  seven  children  and  removed  to  Darke 
County,  Ohio,  in  an  early  da}'  in  the  history  of 
that  commonwealth;  Anthon3',who  resides  in  Darke 
County,  Ohio;  Worthington,  who  was  a  black- 
smith and  died  in  early  life.  Two  of  the  daugh- 
ters reside  in  Missouri  and  the  other  in  Darke 
County,  Ohio.  Isaac  Pusej",  a  member  of  this 
family,  has  achieved  considerable  notoriety  as  a 
politician  and  statesman.  He  was  elected  to  the 
offlce  of  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Indiana  iu  188o, 
and  two  years  later  was  elected  Governor  of  that 
State  on  the  Democratic  ticket.  He  was  a  soldier 
during  the  Civil  War  and  was  made  Colonel  of  an 


Ohio  regiment  which  he  commanded  until  the  ces- 
sation of  hostilities.  Tlie  following  is  a  record  of 
the  four  sons  and  four  daughters  of  Enoch  and 
Mary  Gray:  Dennis,  the  eldest,  was  followed  b}' 
Sarah  Ann,  who  was  born  February  20,  1820,  and 
married  J.  P.  McCarty.  The}-  resided  on  a  farm 
in  Indiana  and  had  a  large  famil}',  but  both  are 
now  deceased.  Edmund,  born  Blarch  3,  1828, 
died  July  5.  18G4.  Conard,  born  November  .5, 
1831,  was  twice  married.  He  wedded  Rosanna 
Smith,  by  whom  he  had  one  child.  His  wife  died 
in  Ottawa,  Minn.,  and  he  married  Miss  KateO'Neil 
who  still  survives  him.  He  was  an  early  settler 
of  Ottawa  and  was  prominent  in  all  Sunday-school 
and  church  work.  He  died  of  a  cancer  June  12, 
1873,  leaving  four  children.  Susanna,  born  Janu- 
ary 8.  1834,  married  A.  R.  DeLong,  now  deceased, 
and  now  resides  in  Kansas  Citj',  Mo.  Franklin, 
born  November  18,  183G,  married  Sarah  Rtese 
and  resides  on  a  farm  near  Mound  Cit}',  Kan.  He 
served  through  the  late  war  as  a  member  of  a 
Kansas  regiment  and  for  two  terms  held  the  office 
of  Sheriff  of  Linn  Count}',  Kan.  Joseph  B.,  born 
February  22,  1840,  is  engaged  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits at  Fortville,  Ind.,  and  has  been  twice  mar- 
ried. His  present  wife  was  Miss  Maria  Brown. 
Mary  Elizabeth,  born  June  21,  1843,  is  the  wife 
of  Marcellus  Walker  who  served  through  the  entire 
Civil  War  and  is  now  engaged  in  farming  near 
Fortville,  Ind.  They  have  two  children.  The 
mother  of  this  family,  Mrs.  Mary  Gray,  died  and 
Mr.  Gray  wedded  Phojbe  Kincaid,  by  whom  he 
two  children — Hiram  Monroe,  who  was  born  Jan- 
uary 10,  1849,  and  died  in  early  rainhood;  and 
William  A.,  who  was  born  March  12,  1853.  He 
is  married  and  resides  in  Elkhorn,  Neb.,  with  his 
wife  and  four  children. 

Dennis  Gray,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
removed  with  his  parents  to  Madison  Countv,  Ind., 
when  a  lad  of  eleven  years  and  there  grew  to  man- 
hood. He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
Ellen  Russell,  a  native  of  Indiana,  the  ceremony 
taking  place  near  Pendleton  May  21,  1845.  Four 
children  were  born  unto  them.  Oliver,  the  eldest, 
born  September  9,  1848,  married  Fannie  Everett 
on  the  19th  of  August,  1876,  and  resides  in  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  he  being  employed  as   traveling  sa'es- 
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man  for  tlieOraliain  Paper  Company.  The}'  liave 
one  child,  Mary  lilizabeUi  R.,  who  was  born  in 
Pendleton.  Ind..  November  18,  1850,  was  acci- 
dentally killed  in  childhood.  William  R..  born 
Ajiril  25,  1855,  iu  Selma,  Ind..  married  Frankie 
Lincoln,  by  whom  he  has  one  child,  and  is  a  resident 
of  Kansas  City,  Mo.  Alonzo  Robert  Enoch,  born 
.January  29,  18G4,  in  Mound  Cit}-,  Kan.,  is  mar- 
ried and  makes  his  home  in  Kansas  Cit}',  ^lo.  In 
1867  Mr.  Gray  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss 
of  his  wife,  the  mother  of  this  family. 

Our  subject  had  become  a  resident  of  Iowa  in 
1856,  and  located  in  Mitchell  Counl\"  where  be  cn- 
g.ij^ed  in  blacksmiihing  for  a  year.  He  then  removed 
to  Mound  Cit}-.  Kan.,  where  he  remained  five 
years,  and  it  was  during  this  time,  while  the  border 
troubles  were  in  progress,  that  he  served  as  First 
Lieutenant  of  the  First  Battalion  of  Kansas.  In 
1867  he  was  appointed  bj'  the  trustees  of  Western 
College  as  soliciting  agent,  a  position  which  he 
held  with  credit  to  himself  and  profit  to  the  insli- 
luliou  for  about  ten  years.  The  same  year  iu 
which  he  received  his  appointment  lie  was  married 
to  Mrs.  Martha  A.  Linderman.  The  lady  is  a 
daughter  of  Michael  and  Lois  (Wright)  Hinman, 
who  were  natives  of  Connecticut,  the  father  born 
October  12,  1791,  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  and  the 
mother  born  July  28,  1789,  of  English  parentage. 
They  were  married  in  Redfield,  N.  Y.,  February 
5,  1812,  and  immediately  afterward  Mr.  Hinman 
left  his  young  bride  to  take  his  place  in  the  ranks 
as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  At  its  close  he 
received  a  land  warrant  which  he  located  in  West- 
field  Townshi|),  Fayette  CVunty,  Iowa.  His  wife 
received  a  pension  after  the  death  of  her  husband 
which  occurred  August  7,  1852,  she  surviving 
him  twenty-six  years.  The  maternal  grandfather 
of  -Mrs.  Gray  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionarj- 
W'av.  They  were  a  patriotic  famil}-  and  no  sooner 
bad  a  call  to  arms  been  issued  by  their  country 
than  they  flocked  to  its  standard.  The  members  of 
the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hinman  numbered  one 
sons  and  six  daughters.  Justice  Michael,  born 
January  12,  1813,  married  Betsy  Burlingame  near 
Chicago,  111.,  and  now  resides  in  California.  He 
was  an  ordained  minister  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal   Church,   receiving    his    license    when    only 


eighteen  years  olil.  He  traveled  for  a  number  of 
years  in  the  Rock  River  Conference.  He  continued 
his  ministerial  labors  after  removing  to  California 
until  old  .age  prevented  his  further  work,  and  be 
is  now  living  a  retired  life.  Bv  his  marriage  he 
bad  four  children,  one  son  and  three  daughters. 
Lois  Bets}-,  born  May  31,  1816.  became  the  wife 
of  Si<lncy  Hopkins,  of  Boone  Count\-,  111.,  whence 
they  removed  to  Iowa,  thence  to  Missouri,  but 
afterward  returned  to  this  State.  She  had  four 
children  and  is  now  deceased.  Sarah  Ann  Martha, 
born  April  4,1818,  married  Amasa  Noble  and  they 
were  for  many  years  residents  of  West  Union,  and 
unto  them  were  born  ten  children.  Angeline 
Mary,  born  Auguat  15,  1820,  is  the  widow  of 
Porter  Bellows.  They  had  six  children  and  she 
now  resides  in  French  Creek,  Allamakee  County. 
Iowa.  Nancy  Elizabeth,  born  April  1,  1823, 
uetanie  the  wife  of  Henry  Hopkins,  of  Boone 
County,  III.,  and  both  died  near  RoUo,  Mo.  They 
had  seven  children.  Julia  Ann,  bom  October  5, 
1825,  became  the  wife  of  John  Thorp,  of  Boone 
County,  111.,  and  removed  to  Fayette  C'ount\',  Iowa, 
in  1852,  making  their  home  near  Lima.  A  model 
wife  and  mother,  of  whom  it  well  be  said,  '-Many 
daughters  have  done  virtuously,  but  thou  excellest 
them  all."  She  died  May  24,  1863.  In  their  fam- 
ily were  five  children.  Mrs.  Gray,  wife  of  our 
subject,  is  the  3'oungest  member  of  the  Hinman 
family.  Her  parents  became  residents  of  Illinois 
in  1836,  and  ten  years  later  removed  to  Rock 
County,  V.'is.,  whence  they  came  to  Fayette  County, 
Iowa,  in  1849. 

Martha  A.  Hinman,  the  present  wife,  for  three 
years  taught  school  in  Illinois,  near  the  city  of 
Beloit,  receiving  the  sum  of  seventy-five  cents 
per  week  and  ''boarding  round"  among  the  schol- 
ars. Tiring  of  this,  in  the  year  1850  she  joined 
her  parents  in  the  ''wilder  West,"  and  on  the  6th 
of  Februaiy,  1851,  was  wedded  to  Erastus  S. 
Lindermai:,  commencing  at  once  the  home  where 
she  still  resides.  Mr.  Linderman  was  born  in 
Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  January  12.  1821.  He 
enlisted  in  Company  F,  Thirty -eighth  Iowa  Infan- 
try, September  4,  1862,  and  died  of  typhoid  fever 
at  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  August  2.  1863.  They  wen- 
the  parents  of  three  children,  the  eldest  of  whom, 
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Ernest  Wright,  was  born  November  27,  1852.  He 
was  educated  at  Western  College  and  Iowa  State 
irniversit3-,  and  was  employed  as  Collector  for  the 
Piano  Manufacturing  Compaiij',  of  Chicago,  111. 
On  the  3d  of  July,  1890,  he  started  to  cross  Lake 
Michigan  in  a  steamer  and  was  never  heard  from 
since.  It  is  presumed  that  he  was  lost  in  the 
great  storm  that  occurred  on  that  night.  Walter 
L.,  born  May  2,  1856,  was  graduated  from  Western 
College  in  1879,  and  for  several  years  was  employed 
as  principal  of  the  High  School  at  Brush  Creek. 
He  entered  the  law  department  of  the  State  Uni- 
versity, graduating  in  I  883,  and  since  com|)leting 
the  required  course  of  study  has  practiced  at 
Emmettsburg,  Iowa.  lie  married  Jennie  Moyer, 
of  Brush  Creek,  Ajjril  16,  1884,  and  unto  them 
was  born  on  the  8th  of  August,  1887,  a  daughter. 
Hazel  M.     Edgar  K.  was    born  May  8,  1863. 

As  before  stated,  Mr.  Graj'  is  one  of  tiie  lead- 
ing farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Auburn  Town- 
ship, and  his  home  with  its  entire  surroundings 
gives  evidence  of  the  tiirift  and  enterprise  which 
characterize  the  owner.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are 
consistent  and  useful  members  of  the  United  Breth- 
ren Church,  of  West  Union,  and  our  sulijoct  has 
been  Superintendent  of  the  Sunda3'-schools  at  that 
place  and  at  Auburn  for  several  successive  years, 
holding  the  services  at  one  place  in  the  forenoon 
and  the  other  in  the  afternoon.  The  name  of  Den- 
nis Gray  is  well  known  to  Christian  families 
throughout  Northeastern  Iowa,  and  Fayette  County 
has  no  more  respected  citizen. 


<|?  AMES  BURRELL.  who  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising  on  section  19,  Windsor 
Township,  is  of  Scolcli  biith.  and  the  3onng- 
est  in  a  family  of  nine  children,  wiiose  par- 
ents, John  and  Janet  (Beattie)  Burrell,  were  also 
natives  of  tliat  countrj',  where  the^'  were  married 
and  their  children  were  born.  Only  two  of  the  nine 
are  now  living.  Two,  Jane  and  I>uphemia,  died  in 
Riiode  Island,  John  in  Canada  and  Ann  in  Indiana; 
Mary  spent  her  last  da^'s  in  Illinois;  and  Catherine, 
wife  of  William  Holiday,  died  in  Windsor   Town- 


ship, in  October,  1865.  The  survivors  are  Charles 
and  James.  The  former  is  now  married  and  resides 
in  Adair  County,  Iowa.  He  has  fire  children,  all 
of  whom  are  living  and  all  have  now  married.  For 
some  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness in  AVinterset,  Iowa,  but  is  now  living  a  retired 
life,  the  income  from  rents  and  the  interest  on  his 
invested  capital  being  sufficient  to  enable  him  to 
lay  aside  business  cares.  In  an  early  day  the  Bur- 
rell family  came  to  America,  locating  in  New  York 
City,  whence  they  removed  to  Rhode  Island  in 
1841,  remaining  in  that  State  for  six  or  seven  years. 
The  children  worked  in  a  cotton  factory  and  the 
father  followed  his  trade  of  tailoring.  In  1847, 
the  family  with  the  exception  of  Jolin  who  had 
gone  to  Canada,  removed  to  McHenry  County,  III., 
where  the  father  purchased  wild  land,  from  which, 
(luring  his  eight  years  residence  thereon,  he  de- 
veloped and  improved  a  good  farm.  The  year 
1855  witnessed  their  arrival  in  Fayette  County, 
the  journey  being  made  by  team  in  the  prairie 
schooners  of  those  days.  Mr.  Burrell  |)urchased 
a  partially  im[iroved  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  on  section  26,  Windsor  Township,  upon 
which  he  and  his  wife  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives,  the  mother  dying  in  1862,  niid  the  father  in 
1866. 

It  was  during  his  babyhood  that  our  subject  was 
brought  to  America  and  at  the  age  of  five  years 
went  to  Rhode  Island.  He  was  a  lad  of  eleven 
summers  when  he  emigrated  to  Illinois  and  was 
nineteen  years  of  age  when  with  the  family  he  took 
uy)  his  residence  in  this  county  where  he  has  since 
resided.  On  June  27.  1859,  he  was  joined  in  wed- 
lock with  Mary  E.  Thompson,  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Nancy  (Brunson)  Thompson  of  McHenry 
County,  111.  The  lady  was  born  in  Oswego,  N.  Y., 
April  27,  1842,  and  her  father  died  when  she  was 
three  years  old,  after  which  her  mother  became  the 
wife  of  Nathan  Burton,  and  at  the  home  of  our 
subject  her  death  occurred  in  18»4.  Unto  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Burrell  have  been  born  fivcchildren:  Maltie, 
born  May  5,  1861,  is  now  the  wife  of  Milford  Mil- 
lard of  West  Union,  who  is  in  the  employ  of  the 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company. 
They  have  two  children,  Leon  and  Clinton;  Emma, 
born  August  8,  1867,  is  the  wife  of  O.  N.  Bevins, 


446 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


a  grain  merchant  of  Hawkeye,  and  unto  tliera  has 
been  born  one  child.  Xoal;  Maggie,  born  February 
4,  1871,  is  engaged  in  leaching  instrumental  music. 
She  has  mucli  natural  talent  in  that  direction  and 
is  meeting  with  good  success;  Eddie  S.,  born  Janu- 
ar3-  25.  died  August  22,  1873,  and  Oscar,  born  Jl.iy 
•25,  1878,  died  on  the  5th  of  June  following. 

When  the  late  war  was  in  progress  Mr.  Burrell 
responded  to  the  country's  call  for  troops,  enlisting 
on  August  15,  1862,  in  Companj' A,  Thirty-Eighth 
Iowa  Infantry  for  three  years.  He  was  with  hi3 
regiment  during  all  its  engagements  and  marches. 
The  troops  first  did  duty  at  Benton  Barracks  near 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  they  guanled  the  rebel 
prisoners  and  subsequently  participated  in  the 
battles  and  siege  of  Vicksburg,  the  charges  on  Ft. 
Blakely  and  Ft.  Morgan,  the  expedition  up  the 
Yazoo  River,  the  capture  of  Yazoo  City  and  the 
march  and  attack  at  Big  Black  River.  The  Thirty- 
Eighth  suffered  greatly  from  disease  and  was  so 
depleted  in  numbers  that  tho"  were  compelled  to 
consent  to  a  consolidation  in  order  to  maintain 
their  organization,  and  accordingly  on  September 
20,  1864,  the  Thirty-Eighth  and  Thirty-Fourth 
Iowa  Regiments  were  consolidated,  being  known  as 
the  Thirty-Fourth.  Our  subject  received  a  slight 
wound  in  the  left  hand  at  Houstou,  Tex  .  while  en- 
gaged in  moving  ammunition  but  otherwise  escaped 
uninjured.  He  served  exactly  three  3'ears  and  was 
ever  found  at  his  post  of  duty,  faithfully  discharg- 
ing an3'  task  imposed  upon  him.  At  length  when 
the  war  was  over  and  the  freedom  of  the  slaves 
attained,  he  received  his  discharge  on  August  15, 
1865,  and  returned  home,  resuming  his  labors  as  a 
civilian. 

Tlie  farm  of  Mr.  Burrell  is  situated  on  section 
19,  Windsor  Township,  and  its  well  tilled  fields, 
good  buildings  and  many  improvements  are  evi- 
dences of  the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  owner. 
L'pon  a  part  of  his  land  the  village  of  Hawkej-c  was 
established,  thus  materially  enhancing  its  value.  He 
has  sold  six  acres  for  building  lots,  receiving  a  very 
satisfactory  price  for  the  same.  He  has  a  com- 
modious home  in  which  he  lives  in  comparative 
ease  and  comfort,  the  time  having  passed  when  he 
was  forced  to  work  hard  to  gain  a  livelihood  for 
his  family.     Mr.  Burrell  has  held  the  office  of  Con- 


stable in  Windsor  Township  for  twenty  years,  has 
served  as  School  Director,  Road  Supervisor  and 
Trustee;  in  fact  has  seldom,  if  ever,  been  without 
some  townshij)  office.  He  is  a  stanch  Republican 
in  politics,  an  active  worker  for  his  party  and  pub- 
lic spirited  and  progressive.  He  belongs  to  the 
Hawkeye  Post,  No.  281),  G.  A.  R.,  of  which  he  is  a 
charter  member,  and  his  wife  is  an  active  worker  in 
the  Hawkeye  Relief  Corps,  No.  49,  AV.  R.  C. 


^-^^ 


ONATHAX  F.  KIDDER  of  Brush  Creek, 
who  settled  in  this  countj-  at  an  early  day, 
was  born  in  Worcester  County,  Mass.,  on 
the  2d  of  October.  1829.  and  is  a  sou  of 
Jonathan  F.  and  Nancy  (Lewis)  Kidder.  He  is 
descended  from  one  of  the  earlj-  New  England 
families.  His  grandfather,  Joseph  Kidder,  was  a 
Massachusetts  farmer  and  the  father  of  our  subject 
was  born  in  Worcester  County,  that  State.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  responded  to  his  country's 
call  for  troops  and  enlisted  in  the  War  of  1812. 
On  reaching  manhood  he  married  Miss  Lewis,  who 
was  born  in  the  same  county  and  whose  father  for 
seven  years  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  He 
was  of  English  birth  and  when  a  boy  had  been 
stolen  from  his  home  and  brought  to  this  country 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  Until 
1845,  Jonathan  and  Nancy  Kidder  continued  to 
reside  in  Worcester  County,  but  in  that  j-ear 
started  for  tiie  West  and  after  six  weeks  of  travel 
lij-  wagon,  effected  a  settlement  in  McHenry  Countv, 
111.  He  entered  three  hundred  acres  of  land  from 
the  Government  and  upon  the  farm  which  he  tliere 
developed  made  his  home  during  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  Mrs.  Kidder  died  in  Massachusetts  at  the 
age  of  fifty-six  years  leaving  a  familj'  of  s'x  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  yet  survive.  In  1846.  Mr. 
Kidder  returned  to  Massachusetts  and  married  Mrs. 
Roxy  Moores,  whom  he  brought  to  his  home  in 
Illinois.  His  death  occurred  at  the  age  of  seventj- 
two  years.  He  was  an  old  time  Democrat  until 
after  the  rise  of  the  Republican  party,  when  he 
joined  its  ranks. 

Our  subject  is  tlie  third  child  in  the  family.  The 
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days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  were  spent  in  the 
nsual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  and  the  educational 
advantages  which  he  received  were  those  afforded 
by  the  common  schools.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he 
accompanied  his  parents  to  Illinois  and  aided  his 
fatiier  in  the  cultivation  of  the  home  farm  until  ho 
had  attained  his  majority,  when  he  began  farming 
for  himself  on  rented  land.  The  following  year  he 
purchased  sixty  acres  on  which  he  made  his  home 
until  his  removal  to  Iowa.  As  a  helpmate  on  life's 
journey  he  chose  Miss  Harriet  Conrad,  and  in 
McHenry  County,  111.,  on  the  19th  of  October, 
1850,  they  were  married.  She  was  born  in  Chau- 
tauqua Count}-,  N.  Y.,  October  1,  1832,  and  in 
1850,  her  parents,  Gilbert  and  Roxy  Conrad,  emi- 
gi-ated  from  the  Empire  State  to  Illinois  where 
they  resided  eight  years,  coming  to  this  county  in 
1858.  They  were  the  parents  of  fourteen  children, 
eight  sons  and  six  daughters.  Six  of  the  sons 
lived  to  be  grown,  entered  their  country's  service 
during  the  late  war  and  the  life  of  every  one  was 
spared.  Her  parents  are  still  living  being  now 
eighty-three  and  seventy-seven  years  of  age  respec- 
tively. 

Having  carried  on  farming  in  Illinois  until  1853, 
Mr.  Kidder  then  came  to  Fayette  County,  Iowa, 
making  the  journey  in  a  wagon  drawn  by  oxen, 
and  settled  on  section  12,  Harlan  Township,  where 
he  entered  two  hundred  and  fortj'  acres  of  land. 
Securing  it  from  the  Government,  it  was  conse- 
quently unimproved  and  to  its  development  and 
cultivation  he  devoted  his  energies,  transforming 
the  raw  prairie  into  rich  and  fertile  fields.  There 
he  resided  until  1882,  when  he  decided  to  try  his 
fortune  in  the  far  West  and  for  two  years  engaged 
in  gardening  in  Salem,  Ore.  He  then  returned  to 
Iowa,  locating  in  Greeley,  Clayton  County,  where 
he  engaged  in  merchandising  a  short  time,  but  in 
1887,  after  an  absence  of  five  years,  we  again  find 
him  in  this  count}',  making  his  home  in  Brush 
Creek.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Mr.  Kidder  has 
witnessed  almost  the  entire  development  of  the 
county.  He  is  the  oldest  settler  of  Harlan  Town- 
ship, and  his  son  Willis  was  the  first  white  child 
born  within  its  precincts.  His  career  has  been  an 
upright  one  and  from  a  financial  standpoint,  has 
been   very  successful.     Without  capital  he  began 


life  for  hinwelf  on  atuiining  his  majority,  and  step 
by  step  has  worked  his  way  upward  until  he  is  now 
classed  among  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  count}'. 
He  is  still  interested  in  farming  and  owns  a  farm  of 
forty  acres  within  the  corporation  limits  of  Brush 
Creek,  together  with  a  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acre  tract  about  a  half  mile  from  the  town.  In 
political  sentiment  he  was  a  Republican  until  within 
late  years,  when  on  the  rise  of  the  Union  Labor 
party  he  joined  its  ranks.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Regular  Baptist  Churcli  as  was  his  wife,  who  died 
on  the  30th  of  April,  1889. 

They  were  parents  of  seven  children  but  only 
two  are  now  living — Ella,  wife  of  Clarence  Camj)- 
bell,  a  resident  of  this  county;  and  Roselia,  wife  of 
L.  Walker  of  Oregon.  He  has  also  an  adopted 
daughter,  Eva,  wife  of  Arthur  Garvin  of  Minnea- 
polis, Minn.  Of  the  deceased,  Albert,  Willis  and 
Carrie  died  within  fifteen  days  of  one  another  of 
diphtheria,  aged  respectively,  twelve,  eight  and 
three  years.  Jesse  E.  and  Emma  died  in  infancy. 
The  loss  of  his  wife  and  children  is  the  only  cloud 
that  has  darkened  the  life  of  Mr.  Kidder;  other- 
wise he  has  been  blessed  with  prosperity  and  is  now 
able  to  surround  himself  with  the  comforts  of  the 
material  world  and  spend  his  declining  days  in 
peaceful  retirement. 


-*>-»- 
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W  OSEPH  HENRY  BOYCE,  with  one  excep- 
tion, is  tiie  oldest  merchant  in  years  of  con- 
tinued business,  of  any  now  carrying  on 
operations  in  Fayette.  His  father,  J.  E. 
Boyce,  was  boin  in  Suffolk,  England,  and  during 
his  boyhood  ran  away  from  home,  got  aboard  a 
vessel  and  came  to  Canada,  where  his  sister  resided. 
Subsequently,  he  crossed  the  line  into  New  York, 
and  among  the  early  settlers  emigrated  to  Illinois, 
locating  land  in  Kendall  County.  Chicago  was  the 
nearest  market  for  his  produce  which  he  hauled 
thither  by  wagon,  and  the  usual  hardships  and  ex- 
periences of  pioneer  life  were  borne  by  himself  and 
famil}'.  In  Kendall  County  he  was  joined  in  wed- 
lock with  Miss  Mary  Titsworlh,  and  in  1857  came 
to  Iowa,,  locating  in  Black  Hawk  County,  where  he 
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entered  a  tract  of  land.  Four  years  later  he  was 
chosen  Steward  of  Ihe  I'pper  Iowa  University,  a 
position  which  he  filled  until  1865.  While  in  Illi- 
nois he  had  held  a  siraiLar  position  at  Mt.  Morris 
for  an  equal  length  of  time.  In  1865  he  began 
merchandising,  and  continued  some  ten  years.  He 
built  the  house  in  which  J.  M.  Edmunds  now  docs 
business,  and  in  other  ways  was  identified  with  the 
upbuilding  and  progress  of  the  city.  In  1881,  liis 
wife,  who  was  an  earnest  Christian  woman,  and  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  passed 
to  her  reward.  .She  was  the  another  of  four  chil- 
dren: James  E.,  deceased;  Wilbur  F.,  Joseph  II. 
and  Mrs.  George  P.  Scobey.  In  1889,  Mr.  Boyce 
removed  to  Sioux  Falls,  Iowa,  where  lie  now  re- 
sides. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  J.  Henry  Bo3'cc,  as  he 
is  generalh"  known,  was  born  on  the  23d  of  Jan- 
uar3',  1851,  in  Kendall  County,  111.,  where  the  first 
two  j-ears  of  his  life  were  spent.  He  then  came  to 
Fayette,  and  his  scholastic  training  was  received  in 
the  public  schools  and  the  Upper  Iowa  University 
of  this  cit}'.  On  nearing  man's  estate  he  looked 
about  him  for  some  trade  or  profession  which  he 
desired  to  follow,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years 
commenced  to  learn  the  jeweler's  trade  at  Iowa 
Falls,  completing  it  in  Nashville.  In  1872  he  be- 
gan business  on  his  own  account,  though  at  the 
time  he  bad  not  a  dollar  nor  a  tool  with  which  to 
begin  work.  To  E.  A.  Giles  &  Co.,  of  Dubuque 
he  wrote  a  letter,  stating  his  impecunious  circum- 
stances, and  requesting  them  to  send  him  as  few 
tools  as  one  could  get  along  with,  provided  they 
would  trust  hira  at  all.  The)'  promptly  responrled 
b)'  sending  him  goods  to  the  amount  of  ^80.  In 
course  of  time  these  were  paid  for,  others  procured 
and  the  stock  began  to  grow.  In  1887  ho  put  np 
the  brick  house  in  which  he  now  carries  on  luisi- 
ness,  and  has  atlded  to  his  merchandise,  organs, 
sowing  machines,  books,  stationcrj',  etc.  He  keep 
the  largest  and  best  assorted  stock  of  jewelry  in  Ihe 
city,  and  his  trade  is  constaully  increasing. 

On  the  21sl  of  iSIay,  US73,  Mr.  Hoyce  was  unitcil 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Jennie  M.  Franklin,  and  their 
uni(jn  has  been  blessed  with  two  children:  Jvellio 
M.  and  Robert  W.  The  molhor  is  a  member  of  tlio 
Methodist   E|iisc(ipal   ('luivh.  and   ;i   l:i<Iy   held    in 


I    high  esteem  by  her  many  friends.     Mr.  Boyce  is  a 
i    supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  and  a  man  well 
j    informed  on  public  questions,  both   politically  and 
!    otherwise.     He    has  served    on  the  School  Board 
and  two  tei'ms  was  City  Recorder,  filling  both  ofB- 
ces  acceptable,  but  he  does  not  seek  official  honor, 
content  to  devote  his  time  and  attention  to  his  busi- 
ness.    He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
of  Fayette,  having  joined  the  lodge  at  its  organ- 
ization.    Twenty-nine  years  is  the  period  of    his 
residence  in  this   city.     By  the  exercise  of  good 
business  judgment,  and  by  close  attention  to  busi- 
ness, he  has  taken  rank  among  the  leading  business 
men  of  Fayette,  and  is  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the 
word  a  self-made  man. 


!^  FORGE  STOEHR,  a  merchant  and  jew- 
eler of  Elgin,  was  born  in  the  kingdom  of 
Bavaria,  August  26,  1833,  and  is  a  son  of 
Lawrence  and  Barbara  (Feicht)  Stoehr,  both  of 
whom  were  also  born  in  Bavaria.  His  father 
learned  the  tailor's  trade  in  early  life  and  followed 
that  business  through  the  winter  months,  while  in 
the  summer  he  devoted  his  energies  to  farm  work. 
He  spent  some  six  years  in  military  service,  first  in 
the  army  of  Napoleon,  and  after  the  Germans 
turned  against  that  great  general  he  fought  with 
them.  He  was  wounded  on  the  march  ti»  Paris, 
and  after  his  discharge  was  granted  a  pension  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  his  life  in  recognition  of  his 
services.  He  came  to  the  United  States  on  a  fur- 
lough in  1854,  and  afterward  again  crossed  the 
Atlantic  to  America,  spending  his  last  days  in  the 
home  of  our  subject,  where  he  died  in  1872,  in  the 
eiglitj'-sevenlh  year  of  his  age.  His  wife  came  to 
America  at  the  same  time  and  died  in  Clayton 
County,  Iowa,  in  August,  1855,  at  the  age  of  fift}'- 
(ive  years.  Both  were  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  in  tlioir  family  were  five  children,  all  of 
whom  became  residents  of  this  country.  Margaret 
is  now  the  wife  of  Joseph  Boehringer,  a  resident 
of   Grant    County,    Wis.;    John  died   in   Seward, 
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Neb.,  leaving  a  family  of  three  children;  Eva  is 
the  wife  of  Iliram  llammoiKi,  who  makes  his  home 
in  this  county;  George  A.  is  the  next  younger; 
and  Fred  died  in  Clayton  County,  Iowa,  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  years. 

Our  subject  spent  the  lirst  fourteen  years  of  liis 
life  upon  his  father's  farm  in  iiis  native  land,  and 
then  served  a  four  years'  apprenticeship  to  the 
jeweler's  trade,  after  wliich  lie  remained  with  his 
emp]o3'er  a  year  longer.  It  was  in  1852,  that,  in 
company  with  his  brotliers,  John  and  Frc<l.  lie 
boarded  a  western-bound  sailing  vessel,  which  after 
sixty-three  days  dropped  anchor  in  tlie  harbor  of 
New  Orleans.  He  then  started  north  to  St.  Louis. 
Jolin  w;is  taken  with  cliolera  and  went  to  the  citv 
liospital  of  St.  Louis,  wliilc  our  subject  remained 
with  him  caring  for  him  in  his  illness.  As  soon  as 
his  brotiier  had  recovered,  Mr.  Stoehr  continued 
his  journey  to  (;arnaviilo,  Clayton  County,  Iowa, 
where  he  eml)arked  in  business  for  himself,  success- 
fully carrying  on  the«jew,eler's  trade  at  that  place 
until  18C."),  when  he  came  to  Elgin,  where  he  has 
since  carried  on  a  mercantile,  jewelry  and  drug 
business.  In  1885,  his  two  sons,  Eugene  and  Gus- 
taf  opened  a  drug  store  in  this  place  and  he  sold 
ills  stock  of  jewelry  to  them,  but  he  still  continues 
repairing. 

On  tiie  l-2th  of  October,  1857,  Mr.  Stoehr  led  to 
the  marriage  altar  iMiss  Rosaline  .Guth,  born  De- 
cember 12,  1840,  a  native  of  Lorain,  which  at  that 
time  belongeil  to  France.  Her  parents,  Peter  and 
AnnaM.  (Wagoner)  Guth,  brought  their  family  to 
the  United  States  in  1849,  and  made  their  home  in 
Collins,  N.  Y.,  until  1853,  when  they  became  resi- 
dents of  this  county.  They  spent  their  last  days 
in  Elgin.  Mrs.  Stoelir  was  their  only  child.  By 
lier  marriage  she  became  the  motlier  of  six  chil- 
dien,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy;  Eugene  is 
now  engaged  in  the  drug  and  jewelry  business  in 
Elgin.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Lizzie  Abby  July 
1,  1881.  To  tiiem  have  been  born  two  children — 
Nellie  and  Lewis  Leslie,  aged  respectively  eight 
find  three  3' ears;  Rudolph  is  at  home;  Gustavus 
Adolplms  mnriicd  Huldali  Nichlaus,  a  native  of 
Elgin,  and  is  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Stoehr  Bros., 
druggists  and  jewelers;  and  Lillie  is  tlie  wife  of 
Dr.   L.  15.  JNIattoon.      In   politics,  Air.  Stoehr  is  a 


Democrat.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  the  county 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century  and  is  widely  known 
among  its  leading  citizens  by  whom  he  is  regarded 
as  a  man  of  steiling  worth. 


NDREW  J.  FAIRLEY  has  been  a  resident 
of    Fayette    County  since  October,   1855, 
/   li    and  is  a  pioneer  of  Iowa,  of  October  1  853. 
{(^  He  was  born  in  Jefferson  Township,  Law- 

rence County,  Ind.,  September  2.  1833,  and  is  a 
son  of  John  and  Mary  (Smith)  Faiiley.  Ills  father 
was  born  in  Ireland,  January  23,  1779,  and  died  in 
Indiana,  May  4,  1842.  His  mother  was  born  in 
Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  February  4,  1796,  and  was 
called  to  her  final  rest  December  24,  1879.  They 
were  the  parents  of  thirteen  children,  nine  sons  and 
four  daughters,  all  of  whom  lived  to  mature  years 
except  one  son  who  died  in  infancy,  and  four  sons 
and  two  daughters  are  living  at  this  writingin  1891. 
The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  the  eleventh  child 
and  youngest  son.  He  was  reared  to  manhood  on 
a  farm,  and  when  twenty  years  of  age  emigrated  to 
Iowa  in  the  fall  of  1853.  The  first  two  years  were 
si)ent  in  Jones  CJounty,  and  as  before  stated  he  came 
to  this  county  in  October,  1855,  locating  on  a  farm 
which  he  still  owns  and  occupies,  a  part  of  which 
he  entered  from  the  Government.  He  was  married 
in  Jefferson  Township,  Fayette  County,  to  Miss 
Catherine  I.  Sayles,  daughter  of  Pliny  and  Nancy 
Sayles,  the  wedding  taking  place  on  the  lltliof  De- 
cember, 1856.  She  was  born  in  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  November  20,  1837,  and  accompanied  her 
parents  on  their  emigration  to  the  West  in  1842, 
the  family  settling  in  McIIenry  County,  III.,  whence 
they  came  to  this  county  in  1854.  Her  mother  died 
July  27,  1860,  and  her  father  on  the  5tli  of  June, 
1871.  In  their  family  were  twelve  children,  five 
sons  and  seven  daughters,  of  whom  all  are  now 
living  except  one  son.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F"airley  have 
two  children,  daughters:  Eleanor,  who  was  born 
So|)tember  30,  1857,  is  now  the  wife  of  Robert 
Hanna,  of  Scott  Townshi|).  and  they  have  one  son. 
Royal  W.,  who  was  liorn  December  0,  1888; 
AdritMina,  who  was   born  November  10,  1H60,   was 
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the  wife  of  George  Barnes,  and  died  on  tiie  lOtli  of 
September,  1886,  leaving  one  ciiild.  a  son,  George 
A.,  vvho  was  born  August  1,  188G,  und  is  being 
brought  up  by  his  grandparents. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Fairley  is  a  supporter  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic part3',  and  has  held  various  local  offices. 
He  lias  served  as  Township  Trustee  of  Jefferson 
Townshp  for  twenty  years.  Road  Supervisor  for 
seven  years,  School  Treasurer  for  the  township  for 
Ave  years,  and  Director  for  Ave  years.  His  long 
terms  of  service  in  tiie  various  positions  lie  had 
held  are  high  testimonials  of  his  efficiency  and  faith- 
fulness to  duty.  He  is  a  member  of  Columbus 
Lodge,  No.  83,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  of  Oelwein.  In  con- 
nection with  general  farming,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Oelwein  Horse  Breeding  Company  of  this  county, 
in  whicli  lie  is  associated  with  Messrs.  Henry  Mar- 
tin, George  Jamison,  Benjamin  Twelvetree,  Lone 
Snider,  John  Ridler,  Jacli  Miller,  William  Davis, 
Fred  Huff,  A.  C.  Dickinson,  E.  E.  Day  and  Frank 
Brownell.  Mr.  Fairley  is  the  owner  of  a  valuable 
farm  comprising  one  hundred  and  sixty -seven  acres 
situated  on  section  25,  Jefferson  Township,  on  a 
portion  of  whicli  he  holds  the  original  patent  from 
the  Government.  His  post-office  is  Oelwein.  Mr. 
Fairley  is  one  of  the  few  survivors  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Jefferson  Township  that  are  left  to  tell  the 
story  of  pioneer  life  in  Fayette  Count}'.  He  has 
watched  its  entire  growth  and  done  his  part  in  its 
upbuilding,  and  is  recognized  as  a  thorough  farmer 
and  valued  citizen,  who  has  won  and  retains  the 
high  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  con- 
tact. 


^Tp^jANK  OF  OELWEIN.  The  oldest  estab- 
L^^  lished  banking  house  in  this  city,  was  estab- 
(/«i);  :l  lished  in  1875  by  the  firm  of  Hoagland  & 
^5'—^  Jamison,  wiio  successfully  carried  on  a  gen- 
eral banking  liusiness  until  1882,  when  they  sold 
(lilt  to  S.  B.  Zeigler  &  Co.,  of  West  L'nion.  Two 
years  later  Jamison  Bros.  &  Co.  became  its  proi)rie- 
tors,  and  the  firm  now  consists  of  the  following- 
named  well-known  and  substantial  business  men  of 
Fayette:  Jolin  and  George  W.  Jamison,  of  Oel- 
wein, and  E.  B.  Shaw,  banker  of  West  Union,  John 


Jamison  acting  as  Cashier.  The  Jamison  brothers 
are  among  the  oldest  and  l)est  known  business  men 
of  Oelwein,  and  Mr.  Shaw  has  been  identified  with 
the  leading  banking  house  of  F.ayette  County  for 
many  years.  All  connected  with  the  bank  are  men 
of  high  standing  in  business  circles  and  of  known 
responsibility.  This  bank  is  situ.ate<l  in  the  Jami- 
son liros.  Block  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Fred- 
erick and  Charles  Streets,  and  does  a  general  bank- 
ing business.  It  ranks  among  the  leading  financial 
institutions  of  Northern  Iowa,  and  John  Jamison, 
the  senior  meml)er  of  the  firm,  is  also  President  of 
the  b.ank  at  West  Union. 


SCAR  H.  OSBORN,  editor  of  the  Brush 
Creek  JHews  and  the  Postmaster  of  that 
place,  was  born  in  On(uda  County,  N.  Y., 
July  2'J,  1836,  and  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  one 
of  seven  brothers  of  the  name  of  Osborn  who  came 
from  France  to  America  and  located  on  Long 
Island  during  the  Colonial  days.  His  grandfather, 
William  Osborn,  was  born  in  Springfield,  N.  H., 
there  married  and  spent  his  entire  life.  He  served 
as  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  His  son  .Jedediah  and 
the  father  of  our  subject  was  born  near  Spring- 
field, January  10.  1787,  and  among  his  teachers 
was  Daniel  Webster,  he  attending  the  first  school 
that  statesman  taught.  He  became  a  farmer  and 
through  many  years  of  his  life  followed  that  occu- 
pation. In  Springfield  he  married  Jane  Webster 
in  1805,  and  unto  them  were  born  ten  children.  A 
few  years  later  he  removed  to  Fairfax.  Franklin 
County,  Vt.,  where  bis  wife  died.  In  1824  he  was 
a  second  time  married,  the  lad}'  of  his  choice  being 
Cynthia  Wilkins,  who  was  liorn  in  Fairfax  and  was 
a  daughter  of  Capt.  Asa  Wilkins  who  gained  his 
title  in  the  War  of  1812.  In  1827  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Osborn  removed  to  Rome,  Oneida  Count}',  N.  Y., 
where  twenty  years  of  their  lives  were  spent,  when 
in  1847  they  went  to  East  Florence,  of  the  same 
county.  They  were  highly  respected  citizens  and 
both  vvere  church  members.  Mr.  Osborn  being  a 
Universalist  and  his  wife  a  Baptist.  He  was  a  well- 
to-do  farmer  and  in  politics  was  an  old  line  Demo- 
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crat.  His  death  occiiiTed  January  23,  1870,  and 
the  mother  of  our  subject  died  in  ISSO.  By  the 
second  mairiage  were  born  nine  children,  thus 
making  Mr.  Osborn  the  father  of  nineteen  chiUlren, 
all  of  whom  lived  to  mature  years,  while  eight  are 
now  living,  two  by  the  first  and  six  the  second 
marriage. 

Our  subject  is  the  seventh  son  and  seventeenth 
child.  His  early  life  passed  uneventfully,  his  days 
being  spent  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads. 
He  acquired  a  common-school  education  and  attlie 
early  age  of  thirteen  years  started  out  in  life  for 
himself.  Thus,  deijending  upon  his  own  resources, 
he  has  steadily  worked  his  way  upward  and  may 
truly  be  called  a  self-made  man.  Going  to  Illinois 
he  engaged  in  peddling  notions  from  a  wagon. 
On  one  occasion  he  stopped  with  a  man  who  had  a 
clock  that  needed  repairing  and  asked  Mr.  Osborn 
if  he  could  not  perform  the  job.  With  supreme 
ignorance  of  the  mechanism  of  a  clock  he  under- 
took it  and  succeeded,  and  soon  gained  quite  a 
reputation  as  a  clock  tinker.  He  followed  peddling 
some  four  years,  then  clerked  in  a  store,  was  a 
brakesuian  on  the  railroad,  or  followed  any  pursuit 
which  would  yield  him  an  hone.st  dollar.  He  built 
the  first  house  in  Ridott,  Stephenson  County,  111., 
and  during  his  residence  there  was  joined  in  wed- 
lock with  Miss  Mary  C.  (iitchel  on  the  24th  of 
June,  1858.  The  lad^'  was  born  in  Ridott,  Novem- 
ber 10,  1841,  and  was  the  daughter  of  i^avid  L. 
Gitchel.  a  native  of  Vermont,  who  in  early  life  re- 
moved to  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  mar- 
ried Klizabeth  Bennett  who  was  born  November 
15,  1821;  she  was  born  in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.. 
November  1,  1802,  and  died  in  Brush  Creek,  Iowa, 
March  5,  1874,  having  survived  Mr.  Gitchel  many 
years.  His  death  occurred  in  Ridott,  111.,  Decem- 
ber 1  1,  1848.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  chil- 
dren. 

On  the  7th  of  November,  18G1,  Mr.  Osborn 
enlisted  in  Company  K,  Forty-sixth  Illinois  Infan- 
try, and  was  first  under  fire  at  the  battle  of  Ft. 
Donclson.  He  was  Sergeant  about  a  year  and  a 
half  and  with  his  company  participated  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Shiloh,  the  siege  of  Corinth  and  of  Vicks- 
burg,  Spanish  Fort  and  Ft.  Blakely.  Afterward  he 
v.'as    detailed   on  special    service    as  messenger  of 


mails,  orders,  etc.,  a  position  he  ailed  two  yavf, 
when  he  was  mustered  out  at  Baton  Rouge.  I. a  , 
January  20,  18G6,  after  a  service  of  four  yi  ar  , 
two  months  and  thirteen  days. 

Returning  to  Illinois  Mr.  Osborn  removed  his 
family  to  Brush  Creek  in  May,  1866,  and  eng.Tgiil 
in  the  mercantile  business.  In  March,  1874,  hav- 
ing sold  out  and  not  wishing  to  be  idle,  in  order  to 
have  something  to  occupy  his  time  he  issued  tie 
first  number  of  the  Brush  Creek  Neirs  then  a  tv.o- 
column  journal,  six  by  ten  inches.  So  well  did  he 
succeed  in  the  venture  that  he  increased  the  pa;Kr 
to  a  five  column,  then  a  six,  and  in  1882  to  an 
eight-column  journal  and  put  in  a  power  pre-.>.  Ii 
1870  he  was  appointed  Postmaster  of  Brush  Cn  ek, 
and  with  the  exception  of  four  3'ears  hM.x  Inl  i  tl>e 
olHce  continuously  since.  Since  his  arrival  i.i  ihis 
jilace  he  has  continnouslj'  filled  the  ottice  of  Nuiniy, 
is  a  Republican  in  politics,  a  Knight  T.mi'l'r  INFa- 
son  and  a  member  of  the  Grand  Aisny  of  the  Rl- 
])nblican. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Osborn  Inve  been  born  t.  n 
children:  Rosalin  C.  who  died  in  inf;nic\  ;  Irwin  K. 
city  passenger  agent  for  the  Chicign  it  Norlhwest- 
ern  Railroad  at  Sioux  Cit\  ;  Kuun*'  A.  wile  of  Will- 
iam  F.  Newcomb,  a  rc«id.-ul  n(  Vin'vakec.  lowri  ; 
Lewis  who  died  at  the  age  of  "n.-  vi-ar;  .Vnliur  I)., 
of  Whatcom,  Wa>li.:  Cor;i  M,  wife  of  Lrg'er  I. 
Walrath,  of  Uni..ii  (iiy.  Wash.;  Walt,  r  di.-d  iu 
infancy;  Guy  R.  v\h.>  run.s  tlu' >t;ir  i'lulirv  V.-ol 
and  is  connected  \\'\\\i  the  Bi'ush  (reek  Nfirs; 
Dvvight  I).,  who  is  s.-rviug  as  1)  ■|)iity  l'iistiiias:<  r 
under  his  father,  aa.l  U.ilpli  wliu  is  3  ct  at  schjol. 


^^^i 


r/  F:R0Y  H.ALI.'JWXI.L.  a  f  r-n  r  an  1  s'r.e'<- 
raiser  residing  on  S'  c  i  mi  I  7.  Uai.ks  To.vii- 
^,  sbii),  forsook  tin'  ".-ly  of  his  falhrr  an  1 
brothers  to  engage  in  ag.  ii-nliuiMl  piii>uits.  '1  he 
Ilallowells  were  a  family  of  sailors  and  iln-  father 
Wiis  for  many  j'ears  captain  '>f  :i  ves-iil.  Tli  ir  an- 
cestors established  the  fa'.n'dy  in  .Vuerci  iluiinr 
Colonial  days  and  the  gr«ai-gri  a-giaidf  itht-i-  of 
our  subject  served  in  the  Revolulion-iri'  War.  His 
parents  were   Ruel   and    Kmily    (Linn)    H.illj  vi-ll, 
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natives  of  Maine,  the  father  born  May  11,  1816, 
and  tlie  mollier  on  the  24lh  of  September  of  the 
same  year.  They  were  niariie'l  in  tlieir  native  .State 
am]  tiieir  union  was  blessed  with  nine  children,  Le- 
roy  of  this  sketch  being  the  eldest. 

Our  subject  was  barn  in  Kennebeck  County,  jMe., 
March  23,  IS  10,  and  since  a  lad  of  seventeen  years 
he  has  made  his  home  in  Iowa.  His  earl^-  educa- 
tion was  acquired  in  the  schools  of  the  Pine  Tree 
Slate  and  completed  in  Lee  County,  111.,  where  his 
uncle  was  located  in  1855.  Four  years  later  our 
subject  came  to  his  present  farm  where  he  has  now 
made  his  home  for  a  third  of  a  century.  He  was 
married  .June  19.  1867,  to  Miss  Annie  U.  Fox, 
daughter  of  Oliver  T.  and  Sarah  Fox  of  this  count}'. 
By  their  union  six  children  were  born,  five  of 
whom  are  now  living;  Cora  A.,  born  February  17, 
1873;  Walter  L.,  born  December  19,  1874;  Susan. 
born  March  S-l,  1876;  -John,  born  June  4,  1877, 
Emily,  born  November  3,  1878;  Otto,  born  April 
2,  1880.  was  the  youngest  of  the  family  and  died 
January  24,  1889. 

As  before  state<l  a  seafaring  life  di{]  not  furnish 
any  special  attraction  to  Mr.  Hallowell  and  he 
resolved  to  give  his  attention  to  farming,  to  which 
occupation  he  devoted  his  energies  until  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  late  war  when,  among  the  first  to 
respond  to  the  country's  call  for  troops,  he  enlisted 
at  Dixon,  111.,  on  the  21th  of  May,  1861,  becoming 
a  member  of  Company  A,  Thirteenth  Illinois  In- 
fantry. He  served  under  (iens.  Lyon,  Fremont 
and  Curtis,  and  finally  in  the  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps  under  the  command  of  the  lamented  Gen. 
Logan.  He  participated  In  the  battles  in  the  charge 
under  Gen.  Sherman  at  Chickasaw  Bayou.  In  the 
first  day's  tight  at  that  [tlace  his  colonel  fell,  mor- 
tally wounded,  and  our  subject  liel[)ed  carry  him 
off  the  tield.  Also  in  tlu'  battle  of  Arkansas  Post, 
the  siege  of  \'icksburg,  Lookout  ftlountain.  Mis  • 
sionury  Hidge,  Ringgold,  and  Madison  Station, 
Ala.,  where  three  hundred  of  the  regiment  were 
surrounded  by  fifteen  hundred  of  Roddy's  Brigade 
but  cut  their  way  out,  losing  heavily  in  killed  and 
wounded.  Mr.  Hallowell  was  willi  (ien.  Curtis  on 
the  march  from  Pea  Hidge  to  Helena,  where  they 
were  cut  off  from  all  communication,  having  to 
subsist    on    the    countr\'.      He    followed     Sherman 


throughout  the  Atlanta  campaign  and  then  returned 
to  Madison  Station  where  the  regiment  was  mus- 
tered out  on  the  18th  of  June,  1864.  He  had  serA'ed 
for  three  long  j'ears,  was  always  found  at  his  post 
of  duty  and  participated  in  many  of  the  most  im- 
l)ortant  battles  of  the  war  j'et  received  not  a  single 
scratch. 

When  peace  was  once  more  restored  Mr.  Hallow- 
ell returned  to  his  farm  in  B.anks  Township  and  on 
the  old  homestead  has  since  spent  his  entire  life. 
He  is  very  comfortably  situated,  having  acquired  a 
competence  which  enables  him  to  i)ossess  all  the 
necessaries  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  The 
farm  on  which  he  resides  comprises  a  quarter-sec- 
ti(ni,  and  he  also  owns  a  farm  of  two  hundred  .acres 
on  section  7,  Banks  Township.  In  politics  he  is  a 
stanch  Re|iublican  and  a  warm  supporter  of  party 
principles.  In  his  religious  views  he  is  liberal,  hav- 
ing identified  himself  with  no  church  organization, 
yet  he  is  known  throughout  the  communit}'  as  an 
upright,  honorable  man. 


-^^ 


-I— 


r'REDERICK  OELWEIN,  a  German  iiioncer 


of  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  and  a  resident  of 
Jefferson  Township  since  1854,  now  resides 
in  the  city  of  Oelwein.  He  w.as  born  in  S.axon}', 
German}-,  on  the  2d  of  September,  1808,  and  his 
parents,  Frederick  and  Maria  Oelwein,  were  also 
natives  of  the  same  country,  where  the}'  spent  theii' 
entire  lives.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  w.as  i-eared 
to  manhood  in  his  native  lancL  and  there  learned 
the  trade  of  silver-plating.  He  was  married  in  1832 
to  Miss  Cecelia  Schmidt,  a  daughter  of  William 
Schmidt,  and  five  years  later,  in  1837,  emigrated 
witli  his  family  to  America.  The  long  voyage 
across  the  Atlantic  w.as  accomplished  in  safety,  and 
they  settled  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  where  Mr.  Oelwein 
Secured  work  at  his  tiade,  continuing  operations  in 
that  line  until  1848.  He  then  determined  to  try 
his  f(U'tiine  in  the  West  and  resuming  his  travels, 
continued  his  journey  until  he  reached  Dnbufpie, 
Iowa,  where  he  again  engaged  in  the  business  of 
silver-plating  for  four  years.  At  the  exi)iration  of 
that  time  he  removed  to  a  farm  in  the  township  of 
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New  Vienna,  Dubuque  County,  wliere  he  resided 
until  1854,  vvLich  year  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Fay- 
ette County.  Purchasing  a  farm  in  Jefferson  Town- 
ship, situated  three  miles  west,  and  a  mile  and  a 
h;df  norlli  of  the  site  of  the  city  of  Oelwein,  he  be- 
gan preparations  for  a  home,  and  in  1855  removed 
his  family  to  his  farm,  where  he  resided  until  1857, 
when  he  liought  out  the  Rev.  Mr.  James  Burch, 
who  owned  a  large  portion  of  the  present  site  of 
Oelwein — two  hundred  acres — and  removed  his 
family  to  this  place.  When  the  Burlington,  Cedar 
Kapids  &  Northern  Railroad  was  built  through  Fay- 
ette County,  and  the  officials  of  that  road  deter- 
mined to  locate  a  station  on  Mr.  Oelwein's  farm 
near  his  residence,  they  named  the  town  Oelwein 
in  honor  of  the  original  proprietor,  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  Miner  Paign,  who  owned  the  adjoining- 
property. 

Six  childion  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oelwein, 
four  are  now  deceased.  The  only  surviving  child 
of  the  family  is  a  son,  Gustavus  Adolphus,  a  lead- 
ing business  man  of  Oelwein,  whose  slietch  is  given 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  The  mother  died  in  Jeffer- 
son Township,  in  March,  18G6,  and  after  six  years, 
in  1872,  Mr.  Oelvvein  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Eve  Uldridge,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  in  1807. 
Her  death  occurred  in  1881.  Mr.  Oelvvein  is  now 
in  his  eighty-third  year,  but  is  still  bright  and  ac- 
tive, and  makes  his  home  in  the  city  which  bears 
his  name. 


URIC  E.  TAYLOR,  of  the  firm  of  .Scobey, 
Ta_vlor  &  Farr.  buyers  and  shippers  of 
^^^  horses  and  other  live  stock,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Louisville,  .Si;.  Lawrence  Countj',  N.  Y., 
August  27,  l^i35,  and  is  a  son  of  Loring  and  Caro- 
line (Caryl)  Taylor,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Windsor  County.  Yt.,  born  in  the  town  of  Chester. 
Loring  Taylor,  was  born  in  1805,  died  in  Russell, 
N.  Y.,  in  1865,  and  his  wife,  whose  birth  occurred 
August  13,  1807,  died  in  West  Union,  in  1887. 

The  ilays  of  his  boyhood  our  subject  spent  in  the 
State  of  his  nativity,  but   when   eighteen   years  of 


age  he  left  the  parental  roof  and  bidding  good-by 
lo  home  and  friends  started  April  20,  1854,  for 
California  via  the  Atlantic,  Isthmus  and  Pacitic 
ocean  on  board  of  the  steamship,  "George  Law."  He 
engaged  in  mining,  staging  and  freighting  in  the 
mountains  from  1854  until  1867,  during  which 
time  he  saw  much  of  the  rough  side  of  humanity  as 
well  as  the  wildest  and  grandest  in  nature.  On 
his  return  from  the  Pacific  coast,  Mr.  Taylor 
located  in  Buffalo  Grove,  Buchanan  County,  Iowa, 
where  he  operated  a  stage  line  until  1870,  when  he 
came  to  West  Union  and  continued  the  same  busi- 
ness, running  stages  between  this  place  and  Inde- 
jiendence  and  between  West  Union,  Fayette  and 
Strawberry  Point.  He  carried  on  the  business  until 
1874,  when  the  railroad  having  been  completed 
into  this  section  of  the  State,  he  found  "  his  occu- 
pation gone."  His  next  venture  was  in  the  livery 
business  at  West  Union  in  company  with  his 
brother  Ozro  C,  with  whom  he  was  associated  until 
1877.  He  then  accepted  the  appointment  of  Dep- 
uty Sheriff  and  served  in  that  capacity  for  six 
years,  when  he  was  elected  Sheriff,  entering  upon 
the  duties  of  the  office  January  1,  1884.  He  was 
re-elected  and  served  four  years  in  all,  proving  a 
most  efficient  and  capable  othcer.  At  the  close  of 
his  second  term,  he  formed  the  existing  partnership 
in  the  horse  and  live-stock  trade  and  under  the  firm 
name  of  Scobey,  Taylor  &  Farr,  has  since  continued 
business  in  that  line. 

In  Buffalo  Grove,  Buchanan  County,  Mr.  Tay- 
lor was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Almeda  E. 
Williams,  the  marriage  being  celebr:ited  in  October, 
18()9.  She  is  a  native  of  Illinois,  and  eight  chil- 
dren were  born  of  their  union,  four  sons  and  four 
daughters,  but  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever  carried 
off  live  of  them  in  quick  succession.  Thesta  died 
in  infant'3',  Sadie  at  the  age  of  ten  years,  Oscar  at 
the  age  of  six  years,  Josiah  aged  two,  Ervin  aged 
about  three  years.  The  survivors  are  Artie  E., 
now  a  lad  of  thirteen  years;  Lena  who  is  seven 
years  of  age;  and  Caryl,  aged  fourteen  months.. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Taylor  is  a  Re- 
publican, and  socially  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason, 
belonging  to  West  Union  Lodge,  No.  69,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  Ansel  Humphreys  Chapter,  No.  80,  R.  A. 
M.    of  Fayette;   and  of   Langridge  Commandery, 
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No.  -IT.  K.  T.  iif  \.>sl  Uiiii'ii.  111!  is  .ilso  a  meni- 
1).  r  of  Wi'st  I'm.  II  L<"}'^<'.  >o  l-'l,  K.  P.  and  the 
Ai.cii  III Oi'li'i  ofL'iiiiiil  ^Vo^l^IIU'll.  While  serv- 
iii<r  ;i>  .*^hiMifF  ai.il  I),  pnly  SI  eriff,  Mr.  Taylor 
piovKl  Id  hi»  (•  •iisiitiu-iils  th:it  the  confidence 
ie|io-(il  ii  hiiii  wtis  iii.t  llli^l  i 'ced.  Kvery  duty 
\\:S  i'  ^c  II  gcd  wiih  (idi'li  y  and  impartiality,  win- 
ning; h  111  Ilif  n^iiaid  nf  cm  n  his  iiolitical  enemies. 
j\s  a  lni>'ii  >>  II  an  ami  cil  /.in  I.e  is  widely  and 
):ivi.r;ilj  _\  km  \\n.  :  ii'l  h'^l  l\  (siiimed  for  his  uni- 
)■  1  inly  niMJirlii  ai.d  iiiai.ij  cuurse  and  generons 
:,nil  UiiidU'  wa\  >;. 


Ii.  STKARS.  a  leading  merchant  of  West- 
uaie.  engri^ed  in  the  grocery  and  hardware 
^  hufi'iefs,  was  born  in  Birmingham,  Erie 
('.iiin'y.  Oli'o.  February  2G,  1843.  His  fatlier, 
Nathan  W.  Spears,  wa.s  born  in  PennQeld,  Monroe 
(,'ouiiiy.  N.  v.,  Octolier  29,  1806,  and  accompanied 
liis  pau'iitf,  William  and  Love  Sjjears,  to  the  West- 
ern Ii' strve,  Ohio,  in  1817.  lie  was  twice  married. 
On  ihe  9th  of  April,  1828,  he  wedded  Eliza 
Painter,  by  whom  he  had  four  children:  William, 
Sabra  Jane,  James  V.  and  .Jesse,  but  the  last  named 
is  liic  only  one  now  living.  Mrs.  Spears  died  in 
Dtccmber,  183G,  and  Mr.  Spears  was  again  married 
February  1,  1838,  to  Susan  M.  Toogood,  who  was 
b.iin  September  29,  1812,  in  Vienna,  Madison 
(_ount3',  N.  Y.,  and  died  in  this  county,  August  5, 
1874. 

]\Ir.  Spears  was  a  man  of  sterling  integrit)',  pos- 
fcssii  g  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who  knew 
liiin.  He  served  as  one  of  the  Counlj'  Cominis- 
riin  rs  in  Ohio,  and  after  coming  to  tills  county 
Was  a  member  of  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors 
fi  r  .-everal  years.  His  counsel  and  advice  were 
of.eii  sought  and  he  exerted  a  powerful  influence 
for  good.  lie  located  in  Fremont  Township,  in 
August,  1855,  and  is  numbered  amongthe  honored 
eaily  settlers  of  the  county.  His  death  occurred  in 
February,  1889,  of  paral3-sis  of  the  heart.  The 
children  of  his  second  marriage,  seven  in  number 
are  .as  follows:  Charles  G.,  who  was  born  Novem- 
ber 10,  1838,  and  is  now  engaged  in  hotel  keeping 


in  Sumner,  married  Elsie  J.  Hursh  but  only  one  of 
their  throe  children  is  living;  Kliza  Jane,  born 
Seiitember  IG,  1840,  is  the  wife  of  L.  C.  Head,  a 
carpenter  and  joiner  of  Sumner,  Iowa,  by  whom 
she  had  seven  children,  four  now  living;  Francis 
M.,  who  was  born  November  2.  1841,  and  inariied 
Cora  S.  Caiilield,  by  whom  he  li.as  two  children, 
served  for  two  terms  as  County  Auditor  of  Fayette 
County,  and  is  now  employed  in  an  abstract  ottice 
of  West  Superior,  Wis.;  Niles  H.  of  this  sketch  is 
the  next  vounger;  Mary  Love,  born  September  25, 
1845,  is  tiie  wife  of  P.  H.  Winegar,  a  resident 
farmer  of  Fremont  Township  and  the  mother  of 
five  children ;  Ilobart  I).,  born  April  23,  1847,  en- 
listed in  Company  C,  Twelfth  Iowa  Infantry,  and 
died  of  typhoid  fever  in  Scdalia,  Mo.,  while  on  a 
raid  after  the  rebel  Gen.  Price,  November  1 2,  1 864  ; 
Sarah  Kmeline,  born  September  23,  1848,  is  the 
wife  of  L.  B.  Gillelt,  dealer  in  lumber  and  agricul- 
tural implements  in  Westgate,  Iowa.  They,  how^- 
ever,  reside  in  Sumner  and  have  four  children, 
three  living.  The  five  last  named  members  of  the 
family  were  born  in  Florence,  Erie  County,  Ohio, 
i  and  the  two  eldest  in  Hartland,  Huron  County. 
The  four  brothers  and  also  Jesse,  the  half  brother, 
were  soldiers  during  the  late  war  and  Hobart  D. 
gave  bis  life  in  defense  of  his  country. 

Our  subject  wiis  onlj'  nineteen  years  of  age  when 
in  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Compaii}'  C,  Twelfth  Iowa 
Infantry,  serving  for  over  four  years.  The  regi- 
ment was  assigned  to  duty  with  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  and  ho  participated  in  all  the  engage- 
ments witli  his  command,  including  the  battles  of 
Ft,  Henry,  Ft.  Donelson,  Shiloh.  where  the  Twelfth 
lost  twenty-one  killed  and  one  hundred  and  throe 
wounded.  The)'  were  in  what  was  known  as  the 
Iowa  Hornet's  Brigade  and  took  part  in  both  battles 
of  Corinth.  At  the  latter,  our  subject  w.as  woundid 
by  a  musket  ball,  which  caused  him  to  lose  the  use 
of  his  first  two  fingers  on  the  left  hand;  also  an 
injured  wrist  adds  to  his  inability  to  earn  a  liveli- 
hood by  the  sweat  of  his  brow.  He  was  sent  to  the 
hospital  at  Keokuk,  where  he  remained  six  months, 
when  he  rejoir.ed  his  regiment  at  St.  Louis.  He 
re-enlisted  at  Chewalla,  Tenn.,  and  went  home  on  a 
veteran  furlough  of  thirty  d.avs.  Returning,  he 
took  part  in  the  active  campaign    of    1864.     The 
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regiment  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  Gen.  A. 
J.  Smith,  having  previously  served  under  Gen. 
.Sherman,  but  was  now  transferred  from  the  Fif- 
teenth to  the  Sixteenth  Army  Corps.  The  Twelfth 
took  part  in  the  siege  of  Jackson,  :Miss.,  tlie  siege 
and  capture  of  Vickslnirg,  the  retaking  of  Jackson, 
and  the  battles  of  Raymond  and  Tupelo,  where  the  ° 
wounded  of  the  regiment  were  left  on  the  field  and 
captured  by  theenemj'.  Then  came  the  raid  through 
Missouri  after  Price.  On  this  campaign  the  men 
were  required  to  march  thirty  or  forty  miles  a  day 
and  were  all  completely  exhausted  but  did  not 
overtake  the  retreating  enemy.  After  Price's 
army  disbanded,  they  marched  back  to  St.  Louis 
and  took  the  boat  for  Nashville,  arriving  just  in 
time  to  take  part  in  the  battle.  After  the  victory, 
they  followed  the  ret.-cating  troops  to  Eastport, 
'J'enn.,  where  the  regiment  remained  a  month. 
Here  the  boys  suffered  more  from  limited  rations 
than  at  any  other  place,  having  to  live  on  hulled 
corn  and  sassafras  tea.  Taking  boat  they  next 
went  to  New  Orleans,  crossed  the  Gulf  to  Spanish 
Fort,  which  they  captured  and  took  part  in  the 
charge  on  Ft.  Blakely.  Thence  they  marched 
across  to  Montgomery,  where  the  news  of  Lee's 
surrender  reached  them.  On  they  marched  to 
Selma,  Ala.,  and  look  the  train  to  Jacksonville, 
whence  they  were  sent  to  Center  and  employed  in 
dealing  out  rations  to  the  disbanded  rebel  soldiers. 
At  Memphis,  they  were  mustered  out  of  service  in 
February,  1866,  and  our  hero  returned  to  Fayette 
Countj'  and  resumed  the  peaceful  and  less  arduous 
and  exciting  occupation  of  farming. 

On  November  28,  1872,  Mr.  Spears  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Annie  M.  Bane,  daughter  of 
James  and  Anna  W.  (Richards)  Bane.  She  was 
born  December  29,  1848  and  her  parents  were  na- 
tives of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  respectively'. 
In  the  family  were  Mary  E.,  who  was  born  March 
21.  1846,  married  W.  O.  Sayles  and  died  March  13, 
1889,  leaving  a  little  daughter;  Mrs.  Spears  is  the 
next  younger;  John  R.,  who  was  born  June  17, 
1852,  and  wedded  Mary  A.  Jackson,  is  practicing 
law  in  West  Superior,  Wis.;  Isaac  W.,  born  July  6, 
1855,  married  Josephine  Phillips  in  1882  and  is  a 
practicing  attorney  in  Newell,  Iowa.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Spears  have  been  born  two  children — Estella 


W.,  who  was  born  June  4,  1875  and  is  now  under 
the  parental  roof;  and  Willie,  who  was  born  April 
28,  1882  and  died  in  earh^  infancy. 

Mr.  Spears  is  operating  a  general  hardware  and 
grocer}'  store  in  the  thriving  little  town  of  West- 
gate,  on  the  Chicago,  St.  Paul  &  Kansas  City  Rail- 
road. This  is  the  only  hardware  store  in  the  town 
and  he  is  doing  a  good  business,  having  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  the  best  cLass  of  people  as  well 
as  their  patronage.  Hart  Spears  is  known  to  every 
old  soldier  in  Fayette  County  as  a  faithful  com- 
rade in  time  of  need,  a  man  of  sterling  worth  and  a 
gentleman  whose  business  and  social  life  are  above 
reproach;  he  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  a  leader 
of  his  party  in  the  township.  He  belongs  to  Rey- 
nolds Post,  No.  45,  G.  A.  R.  of  Maynard;  also  to 
Sunnyside  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Sumner 
Lodge,  No.  88,  A.  O.  U.  W.  His  wife  is  an  hon- 
ored member  of  the  Women's  Relief  Corps  and  is 
also  a  worthy  and  consistent  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Flpiscopal  Church,  having  many  friends  who 
esteem  her  highly  for  her  excellent  traits  of  char- 
acter. 


OHN  SMITH  is  numbered  among  the  early 
settlers  of  the  county,  having  since  tlie 
spring  of  1857  here  made  his  home.  He  is 
'^^J  now  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising 
on  section  30,  Bank  Township.  The  history  of  his 
life  is  as  follows:  He  was  born  in  Sterlingshire, 
Scotland,  in  1830,  being  a  son  of  William  and  Isa- 
bel (Davidson)  Smith,  both  of  whom  spent  their 
entire  lives  in  Scotland,  their  native  land.  His  fa- 
ther vvas  born  in  1800  and  died  in  1889,  having 
survived  his  wife  some  eighteen  years.  This  worthj' 
couple  were  the  parents  of  a  family  of  seven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  John  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth. 
Ann,  the  eldest,  is  now  Mrs.  Wilson,  of  Alton,  III.; 
our  subject  is  the  next  younger;  Jane  married 
Alexander  Davidson  and  died  in  Scotland  in  1889; 
Margaret  is  the  wife  of  Akxaniler  Lindsey,  of 
Sterling.  Scotland;  William  is  deceased;  Catherine 
is  the  wife  of  John  Smith,  of  Edinburg,  Scotland, 
and  James  is  head  clerk  in  the  large  commission 
house  of  Mason  &  Co.,  London,  England, 
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In  tlie  review  of  llie  life  of  our  subject  we  finrl 
that  until  twenty-one  years  of  age  lie  remained  at 
home  upon  his  father's  farm,  during  wliich  time  lie 
became  familiar  with  all  the  details  of  farm  work 
and  also  acquired  his  education.  Having  attained 
his  majority  he  determined  to  seek  his  fortune  in 
the  New  World,  and  having  crossed  the  broad 
Atlantic  located  in  Will  County,  1)1.,  where  he 
worked  for  a  year  and  three  months  upon  a  farm. 
He  then  went  to  Wisconsin  but  after  a  short  time 
spent  in  that  State  continued  his  westward  journey, 
until  having  crossed  the  Father  of  Waters  he  lo- 
cated in  Fayette  County,  Iowa.  After  renting 
land  near  West  L^nion  for  one  season  ho  purcluased 
the  farm  uijon  which  he  now  lives,  becoming  owner 
at  that  time  of  sixty-five  acres  of  prairie  and 
twenty  acres  of  timber  land.  He  has  added  to  this 
a  quarter-section  lying  across  the  line  in  Bremer 
County  but  joining  his  farm,  and  his  landed  pus- 
sessions  therefore  aggregate  two  hundred  and  forty- 
five  acres.  The  entire  amount  is  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation,  indicating  the  thrift  and  good  u;an- 
agemcnt  of  the  owner,  while  the  improvements 
stand  as  monuments  to  his  enterprise. 

Another  important  event  iu  the  life  of  Mr. 
Smith  occurred  iu  1859,  when  he  led  to  the  mar- 
riage altar  ]\Iiss  Catlierine,  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Elizabeth  (Lamb)  Robinson  who,  like  their  daugh- 
ter were  natives  of  Scotland.  By  this  union  have 
been  born  nine  children,  five  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters: William  who  is  at  home;  Peter  A.,  a  druggist 
of  Sumner;  John  who  runs  the  Farmers'  Co-opera- 
tive Creamery,  of  Bremer  County;  James  who  is 
engaged  in  clerking  in  Sumner;  Isabel,  Alonzo, 
Agnes;  Eliza  and  Margaret  J.,  deceased. 

In  connection  with  the  cultivation  of  hi.s  farm 
Mr.  Smith  makes  stock-raising  an  important  branch 
of  his  industty.  He  keeps  on  hand  excellent  grades 
of  horses,  cattle  and  hogs  which  he  is  constantly 
improving.  In  politics  he  for  many  years  sup- 
ported the  Republican  parly  but  of  late  years  has 
held  liberal  views.  His  fellow-citizens  have  hon- 
ored him  with  a  number  of  local  ofHees,  he  having 
served  for  two  terms  as  Township  Assessor  and 
also  as  Trustee.  He  has  taken  an  active  part  in 
fchnol  matters  and  everything  jjertaining  to  the 
advancement  of  the  county's  interests,  and  he   and 


his  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Sumner.  ^Ir.  .Smith  li.as  seen  the  full  develop- 
ment of  the  county  and  has  ever  been  considered 
one  of  its  worthy  pioneers.  He  used  to  market  his 
grain  in  McGregor,  sixty- five  miles  away,  but  now 
finds  a  market  for  the  products  of  his  farm  only  a 
mile  and  a  half  mile  distant  at  Sumner,  one  of  the 
best  growing  towns  in  this  part  of  the  State. 


SAAC  A.SHBAUGH.  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser 
]  residing  on  section  4,  Harlan  Township,  is 
i  numbered  among  the  early  settlers  of  the 
count}',  his  residence  covering  a  period  of  thirty- 
five  }-ears.  Hocking  County,  Ohio,  is  the  place  of 
his  birth  and  the  14th  of  March,  1830,  the  date. 
In  a  family  of  thirteen  children  he  is  the  sixth,  and 
a  son  of  David  and  Catherine  (Blosser)  Ashbaugh. 
His  father  was  born  in  Ohio,  January  1.  1800.  and 
was  a  representative  of  one  of  the  earl}'  pioneer 
families  of  the  Buckeye  State,  where  be  spent  his 
entire  life.  He  died  in  1878,  after  engaging  many 
years  in  agricultural  i)ursuits,  whereby  he  acquired 
a  comfortable  competence.  His  wife  was  born  in 
Pennsj'lvania  in  1799,  and  died  in  Ohio,  iu  1850. 
The  chililren  of  their  family  are  John,  who  is  mar- 
ried and  resides  in  Mercer  County,  Ohio;  Abram, 
who  is  married  and  makes  his  home  in  that  State; 
our  subject;  George,  who  is  married  and  living  in 
Mercer  County;  Absalom,  who  died  in  IMichigan  in 
lcS85;  William,  who  is  married  and  resides  in  Har- 
lan Township;  Mar}',  who  died  aged  fifty-three 
Nears;  Hannah,  who  became  the  wife  of  Mii'hael 
Loague  and  died  in  Ohio  in  1854;  Rebecca,  wife  of 
Jacob  Sheets  died  in  1875.  Of  the  half  brothers 
and  sisters  of  our  subject,  David  died  in  Ohio,  in 
188(1;  EFizabetli  is  the  wife  of  Noah  Culp  of  Cali- 
fornia; and  Noah  and  Jacob  are  married  and  llveiu 
the  Buckeye  State. 

Tlie  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  and  spent  the  days  of  his  boy- 
hood and  youth  on  his  father's  farm  in  Hocking 
County.  On  beginning  life  for  himself  as  a  young 
man,  he  went  to  La  Grange  County,  Ind.,  wlicre  he 
engaged  in  farming,      lie  there  became  acquainted 
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with  ami  inanied  N.  .).  Keasey,  tlio  vvcililiiig  taking 
place  on  the  SOlli  of  Mnruh,  1854.  Tlie  lady  was 
lioiii  in  Hocking  County,  Ohio,  but  reared  in  La 
Grange  County.  Her  father,  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, was  horn  in  1703  and  her  niotlier  was  horn 
in  Hocking  County  in  1805.  Their  wedding  was 
celebrated  in  Ohio  in  1824  and  Mr.  Keasey  made 
farming  his  life  occupation.  In  1835,  he  emigr.ated 
to  La  Grange  County,  Ind.,  entered  land  and  im- 
proved a  farm,  clearing  away  the  timber  and  phic- 
ing  the  entire  tract  under  cultivation.  His  death 
occured  in  the  city  of  South  Bend,  in  Septembei-, 
1889,  past  the  age  of  ninety- six  years  and  his  wife 
died  at  that  place  in  1869.  They  were  parents  of 
fourteen  ciiildren — Amanda,  who  became  the  wife 
of  M.  Merriinan  and  died  in  La  Grange  County, 
Ind..  about  1852;  Enos  A.,  who  is  married  and 
resides  in  Noble  County,  Ind.;  Eden  \V.,  who  is 
married  and  lives  in  Oregon;  Eber  P.,  who  died  in 
Indiana,  in  1851;  N.  J.,  wife  of  oursubject;  Elliott 
J.,  who  is  married  and  resides  in  Chicago;  Mary, 
wife  of  William  Graj',  of  Colorado;  .Joseph,  who 
enlisted  at  .South  Bend,  Ind.  in  1862,  was  taken 
sick  and  died  in  that  city  in  1864;  Seth  W.,  who  is 
married  and  makes  his  home  in  Wasepi.  Mich.; 
Cynthia,'  who  resides  in  South  Bend;  Belle,  wife  of 
David  Wyland  of  Shelby  Count3',  Iowa;  Theron, 
who  is  married  and  resides  in  Toledo,  Ohio;  Arthur, 
who  died  in  South  Bend  in  1875  ;  and  Julia,  wife  of 
Albert  Myers,  of  South  Bend.  The  family  was 
represented  in  the  late  war  by  the  brother  before 
mentioned,  Seth  W.,  who  enlisted  at  South  Bend 
and  was  wounded  :and  Elliott,  who  served  through- 
out the  entire  struggle. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ashbaugh  began  their  domestic 
life  in  La  Grange  Count}-,  Ind.,  where  they  resided 
until  1856,  when  they  emigrated  westward,  locating 
in  Fayette,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  brick  for  six  years.  He  then  purchased 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Harlan 
Township,  removing  to  the  farm  on  the  1st  of  May, 
1862,  since  which  time  he  has  there  made  his  home. 
It  was  all  raw  prairie  destitute  of  any  imi)rove- 
inonts.  He  erected  a  small  frame  residence  which 
in  1865  was  replaced  by  a  fine  brick  dwelling.  He 
also  built  a  good  stone  barn,  40x65  feet,  made 
many  otiier  iuiprovenients  and  increased  his  posses- 


sions until  he  now  owns  an  excellent  farm  of  four 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  under  a  high  state  of  cul- 
tivation. He  engages  to  quite  an  extent  in  stock- 
raising,  making  a  specialty  of  Short-horn  cattle. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ashbaugh  are  the  parents  of  one 
child,  a  daughter,  Vina.  They  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Fairview  and  in 
politics  he  votes  with  the  Republican  parly,  of 
which  he  is  a  warm  advocate,  having  supported  it 
from  its  organizafion.  He  cares  nothing  for  public 
oftice  though,  preferring  to  give  his  entire  attention 
to  his  business  interests,  in  which  he  has  achieved 
considerable  success.  He  has  watched  almost  the 
entire  growth  and  progress  of  the  county,  being 
one  of  its  honored  early  settlers. 


tfr^^S)  L.  FORDYCE,  who  resides  on  section  4, 
///^^  Center  Township,  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the 
V^i^  fine  farms  in  that  vicinity.  The  homestead 
upon  which  he  has  resided  for  almost  a  quarter 
of  a  century,  now  comprises  two  hundred  and 
seventy'  acres  of  arable  land,  together  with  a  timber 
tract  and  is  divided  into  fields  of  convenient  size 
by  well-kept  fences.  The  land  is  highly  cultivated 
and  the  chief  cereals  raised  are  corn  and  oats. 
Upon  this  place  is  one  of  the  finest  barns  in  the 
township,  its  dimensions  being  32x64  feet  and  hav- 
ing a  capacity  of  one  hundred  tons  of  hay.  Other 
necessary  outbuildings  are  there  seen  all  in  good 
repair  and  his  home,  a  fine  brick  residence  erected 
in  1890,  indicates  the  care  and  attention  which  he 
gives  to  the  happiness  and  comfort  of  his  family. 
Mr.  Fordyce,  the  owner  of  this  model  farm  was 
born  in  Missisquoi  County,  Canada,  in  1839,  and 
is  the  oldest  of  a  family  of  three  children,  whose 
parents  are  Miner  and  Elmira  (Wood)  Fordyce. 
On  the  paternal  side  the  family  is  of  Scotch  descent 
and  on  the  maternal  side  of  English  lineage.  His 
great-grandfather  Fordyce,  leaving  his  home  in  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland,  emigrated  to  America  and 
settled  in  Nova  Scotia.  His  son  afterward  removed 
to  Eastern  Canada,  was  there  married  and  reared  a 
family.  One  of  that  band  of  children  was  Miner 
Fordyce,  father  of  our  sul)ject,  was  a  mechanic  by 
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trade  and  in  connection  wilh  that  occupation  fol- 
lowed farming.  He  spent  liis  entire  life  in  liis  na- 
tive land,  dying  May  19,  1875.  and  liis  wife  passed 
away  in  1864.  lie  was  a  raeniher  of  the  Wesle^'an 
Methodist  Church  and  took  (juitu  an  active  part  in 
religious  inatters. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  maidiood  upon  his 
fathei-'s  farm  and  in  the  schools  of  Canada  acquired 
his  education.  He  was  married  in  Dunham  Town- 
ship, Missisquoi  County,  to  Cornelia  V.  Carter,  the 
union  beinff  celebrated  on  the  16tli  of  .September, 
1860.  The  lady  is  a  native  of  that  community  and 
a  daughter  of  James  and  Orpha  (Corey)  Carter, 
the  former  a  native  of  New  York  and  the  latter  of 
Canada.  For  manj'  ye.-.rs  they  resided  in  Canada 
but  both  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  Ford\-ce  contin- 
ued farming  in  his  native  county  until  1865  when 
he  removed  to  McIIenry  Countj',  111.,  where  work- 
ing by  the  year  he  continued  the  same  occupation. 
Two  years  passed  and  in  that  time  by  his  industry 
and  economj'  he  accumulated  suthcient  capital  to 
enable  him  to  make  an  investment.  Thinking  he 
could  do  better  farther  west,  he  crossed  the  Miss- 
issippi into  Fayette  County ,  Iowa,  and  purchased 
forty  acres  of  partially'  raw  land  in  Center  Town- 
ship. AVith  characteristic  energy  he  at  once  beg.in 
its  development  and  success  has  attended  his  efforts. 
He  not  only  has  well  cultivated  fields,  but  is  the 
owner  of  high  grades  of  stock  and  his  credit  is  such 
that  his  note  is  everywhere  readily  received.  The 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fordyce  has  been  blessed 
with  four  children:  Giniver  who  is  married  and 
resides  in  Center  Township;  Frank,  Clara  and  Mar- 
cellus. 

In  political  sentiment  Mr.  Fordyce  is  a  Repub- 
lican and  takes  an  active  interest  in  political  affairs, 
earnestly  desiring  the  success  of  his  party.  For 
some  j-ears  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  School 
Board  and  is  now  serving  as  its  Secretarj^  Socially 
he  belongs  to  Randalia  Lodge  No.  177, 1.  O.  O.  F. 
and  has  filled  the  office  of  Secretary  of  that  order. 
Many  wonderful  changes  have  occurred  since  he 
came  to  the  county.  The  nearest  railroad  at  that 
time  was  at  Postville  or  Independence,  and  with 
wagons  thej'  hauled  their  produce  there  to  market. 
Much  of  the  land  was  uncultivated  but  by  a  good 
class  of   people  it  has  now  been  settled  up,  towns 


and  villages  have  sprung  into  existence,  and  the 
work  of  progress  and  advancement  has  been  so 
rapid  tliat  Mr.  Fordyce  may  well  feel  it  an  honor 
to  have  borne  a  part  in  its  promotion.  He  h.as  ever 
been  accounted  a  valued  citizen  and  one  who  is 
deserving  of  the  iiigh  regard  in  which  he  is  held 
])y  all  who  know  him. 


~^^ #>^— ^ 

0'~^  C.  DYKINS.  who  is  engaged  in  general 
^  merchandising  in  Alpha,  carrying  a  full 
^_,  '  line  of  shelf  hardware  and  drugs,  is  num- 
bered among  the  early  settlers  of  the  countj-  of 
1854.  When  a  young  man  of  twenty-one  3'ears 
he  came  to  the  West  to  seek  his  fortune  and  located 
in  Iowa.  He  was  born  in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y., 
in  1833.  and  his  parents,  Elias  S.  and  Emily  (Ben- 
nett) Dykins,  were  also  natives  of  the  same  State. 
His  father  was  a  gunsmith  by  trade,  and  in  con- 
nection followed  the  occupation  of  farming.  With 
his  family-  he  removed  to  Cook  County,  111.,  in 
1836.  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  for  about  ten 
years,  when  he  became  a  resident  of  Free|)ort,  III., 
then  a  small  hamlet.  There,  in  addition  to  his  other 
business,  he  followed  farming  until  1849,  which 
year  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Fayette  County,  Iowa. 
He  located  in  Auburn  Township  and  began  the 
development  of  a  farm,  which  soon  yielded  him  a 
good  income  for  the  care  and  cultivation  he  be- 
j  stowed  upon  it  and  supplied  all  his  wants  until 
his  death  which  occurred  in  the  fall  of  1871.  His 
wife  died  in  the  j-ear  previous.  The  following  are 
the  children  in  their  family:  Caroline  has  been 
twice  married  and  died  in  1889;  C.  C,  of  this 
sketch,  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth;  Amelia 
became  the  wife  of  H.  Nirabs,  who  enlisted  in  this 
countj'  for  the  late  war  and  died  in  the  serv- 
ice, after  which  his  widow  became  the  wife  of 
Calvin  Herriman,  of  Auburn  Township;  Mary  Ann 
became  the  wife  of  Alfred  Mur|)hy  who  enlisted 
in  the  cavalry  service  during  the  late  war  and 
was  killed  by  the  Indians  about  1866.  By  hei- 
first  husband  she  had  two  children,  Mrs.  .Salis- 
bury and  George.  For  her  second  husband  she 
married  George  Belknap,  and  with  him  resides  in 
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Dakota.  William,  a  triplet,  married  Rachel  Whit- 
beck  in  this  county  and  operated  the  East  Auburn 
Mills,  of  Auburn,  until  1884.  wiien  he  removed 
to  Dakota.  Margaret  is  the  wife  of  Lewis  Shep- 
herd, of  Lake  County,  Dak. 

During  his  lioyhood  C.  C.  Dykins  aceorapauierl 
his  parents  to  Cook  County,  111.,  where  he  began 
life  for  himself  by  hauling  lime.  As  before  stated, 
in  1854  he  came  to  Iowa,  going  first  to  Dubuque 
County,  but  after  a  few  months  removed  to  this 
county.  Ill  1855  he  engaged  in  farming  and  tlie 
two  following  years  made  blacksraitliing  his  busi- 
ness. He  then  kept  a  grocery  and  tavern  in  Auburn 
for  four  years.  Once  more  he  gave  his  attention 
to  farming  which  he  followed  until  1871.  when  he 
engaged  in  general  merchandising  in  Alpha,  con- 
tinuing operations  in  that  line  for  six  years.  In 
1877  he  devoted  himself  to  milling  in  Auburn, 
whence  lie  went  to  Hinsdale,  III.,  and  accepted  a 
situation  as  traveling  salusman  for  some  gentlemen 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  flour.  Again  return- 
ing to  Auburn,  he  engaged  in  milling  until  the 
spring  of  1879,  when  for  a  short  time  he  followed 
farming  near  Alplja.  Re-engaging  in  mercantile 
pursuits  for  six  years,  from  1881  until  1887,  he 
engaged  in  the  creamery  business  on  disposing 
of  his  stock,  but  the  following  year  his  property 
was  destroyed  by  tire.  In  1889  he  establislieil  a 
creamery  in  Spirit  Lake,  Iowa,  which  he  now  oper- 
ates in  connection  with  his  otliei  business  inter- 
ests. Purchasing  a  stock  of  shelf  hardware,  drugs 
and  other  goods,  he  opened  the  store  which  he 
now  carries  on  in  January,  1890. 

It  was  in  this  county, 'in  .September,  1855,  that 
Mr.  Dykins  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Mary 
Strang,  a  native  of  Prince  Edward  Isle,  and  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Elizabetli  (Murray)  Strang, 
who  were  born  in  Canada  and  became  early  set- 
tlers of  this  county,  locating  here  in  1850.  Five 
years  later  they  removed  to  Alexandria,  Minn., 
where  the  death  of -the  mother  occurred  in  1883. 
The  father  is  still  living  in  that  State.  Their  chil- 
dren are:  David,  who  enlisted  in  Minnesota,  served 
three  years,  then  veteranized  and  now  resides  in 
Adair  County,  Iowa;  Jesse,  enlisting  in  Minnesota, 
served  throughout  the  entire  war  and  is  now  living 
in  Douglas  County,  Minn.;  Charlej-  is  married  and 


resides  in  Montana;  Mary,  wife  of  our  subject, 
was  the  first  child  born  in  Eden  Township;  Sarah 
is  now  Mrs.  Burrock,  of  Minnesota;  Eliza  is  now 
Mrs.  McCurdy,  of  Montana;  Matilda  is  now  Mrs. 
Cowen,  of  Fergus  Falls,  Minn.;  and  Mrs.  Lu- 
cinda  McAboy  is  residing  in  Alexandria,  iNIinn. 
The  union  of  Mr.  and  M-rs.  Dykins  has  been 
ble.ssed  with  three  children — Albert  who  is  mar- 
ried and  resides  in  Dakota;  Nora  at  home;  and 
Charley  W.  who  is  now  attending  college  in  Pough- 
keepsie,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  Dykins  votes  with  the  Democratic  party 
and  takes  an  active  interest  in  political  affairs. 
He  came  to  the  county  during  its  wild  and  unset- 
tled state  when  the  ]iioneer  had  to  go  to  Elkader 
for  flour  and  McGregor  for  goods.  He  has  been  a 
progressive  and  enler|)rising  citizen  ready  to  ad- 
vance any  plans  to  promote  the  general  welfare 
and  is  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him. 


RANK  VAN  BOGART  owns  a  good  farm 
on  section  29,  Windsor  Township,  con- 
veniently situated  near  Hawkeye.  He  was 
born  in  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  June  20,  1844, 
and  is  a  son  of  Orraus  and  Caroline  (Pearce)  ^'an 
Bogart,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  Jimpire  State, 
the  former  born  in  Washington  County,  in  1813, 
and  the  latter  in  Hampton,  January  2G,  1817.  In 
their  native  town  they  were  married  May  15,  1833, 
and  the  following  children  were  born  unto  them — 
William,  born  July  30,  183(3.  married  .Sophia 
Abbott,  daughter  of  A.  J.  Abbott,  of  McIIenry 
County,  111.,  and  now  resides  in  Grinnell,  Iowa; 
Annie  J.,  born  July  27.  1838,  is  the  wife  of  Roy 
Paine  of  Lake  Geneva,  Wis.,  who  is  now  employed 
as  an  engineer  on  the  railroad  and  makes  his  home 
in  Grinnell,  Iowa;  Marian,  born  March  6,  1840,  is 
now  the  wife  of  Chancy  Abbott,  of  McHcnry 
County,  111.,  who  resides  with  his  wife  and  four 
children  upon  a  farm  at  Wyoming,  Minn;  our 
subject;  Zip  born  in  1846  and  died  in  January, 1875, 
enlisted  in  Company  G,  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry, 
served  four  years  and  three  months  in  the  service 
of  bis  country    as    a    brave    and    worthy    soldier. 
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Orlando  born  December  26,  1848,  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Ninety-Fiflli  Illinois  regiment,  and  now  resides 
al  Grinnell.  Io«;i;  Cornelius,  born  May  26,  1852, 
resides  in  Grinnell,  Iowa;  Jessie  J.,  was  born  April 
26,  1854,  and  resides  at  Lake  Geneva,  Wis. 

Frank  A'an  Bogart,  the  subject  of  this  sketcli, 
(luring  his  youth  became  a  resident  of  Mcllenry 
Count}',  1!!..  where  having  attained  to  mature 
years,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Amelia 
Tiomblec,  on  the  7tii  of  Ma}-,  1802.  She  was 
l)orn  in  Champlain,  N.  Y.,  September  29,  181.3, 
and  by  her  marriage  became  the  mother  of  ten 
children  as  follows:  Bertha  I.,  wife  of  E.  G. 
Rogers,  a  resident  of  North  Branch,  Minn.,  by 
whiini  she  has  three  children;  Jessie  F.  wlio  resides 
with  her  husband,  Calvin  Curtis,  and  their  four 
children  on  a  farm  in  Auburn  Township;  Charles 
G.  who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years;  Frank  11. 
wlio  is  now  living  at  home;  Joseph  L.  who  died  in 
early  childhood:  Minnie  M.  and  ilary  E.  at  home; 
Sanunie  who  died  in  childhood;  Daisy  who  is  still 
under  the  parental  roof:  and  Delbert  who  completes 
til"  family. 

In  Febrnar}-,  18(J5,  Mr.  Van  Bogart  enlisted  in 
the  service  .as  a  member  of  Company  K.  One  Hun- 
dred and  Fifty-Tliiid  Illinois  Infantry,  and  was 
assigned  to  duty  with  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 
He  :iccompaiiied  that  army  in  its  various  maneuvers 
and  marches  until  the  close  of  the  war  and  was  dis- 
charged at  Springfield,  111.,  on  the  21st  of  Septem- 
ber, 186.5,  after  which  ho  returned  to  his  home  in 
McHenry  County,  111.,  where  he  resumed  farming. 
In  the  autumn  of  the  following  year  he  determined 
to  make  a  home  west  of  the  Mississippi  and  moved 
his  family  to  Windsor  Township,  Fayette  Count}-, 
Iowa,  where  he  has  since  resided,  covering  a  i)eriod 
of  twenty-five  years.  He  has  a  good  farm  which 
indicates  thrift  and  enterprise  and  careful  attention 
given  it  by  its  manager. 

In  1886,  jMr.  Van  Bogart  was  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife  who  died  on  the  1st  of 
Se|)tember,  leaving  a  liusband  and  family  of  chil- 
dren to  mourn  her  untimely  departure.  On  the 
26th  of  March,  1S88.  he  married  JNIrs.  A<la  (Friend) 
Barden,  widow  of  J.  W\  Bardeu,  who  died  October 
7,  1887,  of  disease  contracted  during  the  wai-  wliile 
serving  as  a    member  of    Company    K,    Eleventh 


Maine  Infantry.  They  were  jiarents  of •  one  son, 
George  W.,  who  was  born  May  16,  1871,  and  is 
now  living  in  Fayette.  Iowa.  Mr.  Van  Bogart 
has  been  identified  with  the  interests  of  tiie  town- 
shi|)  and  county  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  and  has 
also  taken  an  active  part  in  political  alTairs,  sui)port- 
ing'the  Keiuiblican  party.  He  has  iield  the  various 
offices  of  his  tow-nship  and  filled  the  position  of 
school  director  for  many  years,  doing  efficient 
service  for  the  cause  of  education.  Socially  he  is 
a  member  of  Abernethy  Post,  No.  48,  G.  A.  R..  of 
West  liiioM,  and  Uelief  Lodge,  No.  138, 1.  O.  O.  F. 
of  Ilawkeye,  and  his  wife  is  an  honored  member  of 
Abernethy  Relief  Corps,  No.  11,  W.  R.  C.  The 
lady  was  roared  in  the  faith  of  the  Baptist  Church 
and  was  formerly  a  member  at  Handalia,  Iowa,  but 
neither  now  h:ive  any  church  connection  though 
they  attend  religious  services. 


-^ 


i,,ICHOLAS  S.  LANG,  a  retired  farmer  and 
early  settler  on  section  34.  Putnam  Town  ■ 
/IL-^i  ship  has  been  a  resident  of  this  county  for 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century.  He  was  born  Au- 
gust 30,  1820,  in  the  western  part  of  Virginia,  ami 
is  of  .Scotch  descent.  His  great-grandfather  came 
from  Scotland  to  America  before  the  Revolution- 
ary War  and  spent  his  life  as  a  farmer  in  New 
Hampshire,  where  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
also  named  Nicholas,  was  born  and  reared.  He  was 
a  captain  of  the  .State  Militia,  and  served  six 
months  with  his  command  in  the  War  of  1812.  The 
remainder  of  his  life  he  spent  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits. The  father,  William  Lang,  was  l)orn  and 
reared  on  a  farm  in  the  old  Granite  State,  and  when 
a  young  man  went  to  Pennsylvania  where  he  en- 
gaged in  teaching  school.  He  had  secured  a  good 
education,  but  gained  his  knowledge,  not  in  the 
school  ro(nn  but  from  books  which  ho  read  by  the 
light  of  pine  knots.  He  was  married  in  Pennsyl- 
vania to  Miss  Abrilla  Swearingen,  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  her  family  being  originall}-  from 
ISIaryland.  The  year  1823  witnessed  their  emigra- 
tion to  Ohio.  They  settled  on  the  Western  Reserve 
in  Lorain  County,  when  the  city  of  Cleveland   wa.s 
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but  a  small  village.  Mr.  Lang  secured  lanrt  from 
the  Government  and  in  the  midst  (jf  the  forests  de- 
veloped a  farm  on  which  he  made  liis  iiome  for 
man}' years.  His  wife  died  when  our  subject  was 
a  lad  of  fifteen.  In  1S55  lie  came  to  Iowa,  locating 
in  Putnam  Townsliip,  Fayette  County,  and  is  now 
living  with  a  son  in  Wasioja,  Dodge  County, 
Minn.,  at  the  age  of  ninety-four  years.  His  main 
employment  in  active  life  was  farming  and  he  also 
followed  the  blacksmith's  trade  to  a  limited  extent. 
He  takes  a  very  active  part  in  church  work,  hav- 
ing been  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Ciiurch  from  early  life  and  has  served  as  Class- 
Leader.  In  the  family  were  eight  children,  five 
sons  and  three  daughters,  one  of  whom  is  now  de- 
ceased. After  Nicholas  came  William,  now  a  farmei 
of  Clayton  County,  Iowa;  .John,  who  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  Dodge  County,  Minn.;  David,  a  resi- 
dent of  Minnesota;  Charles,  of  Cla3'ton  County, 
Iowa;  Mrs.  Abigail  Brown,  deceased;  Mrs.  Nancy 
Johnston,  of  Ohio;  and  Mrs.  Sarah  Chapman,  who 
is  living  in  Strawberry  Point,  Clayton  County, 
Iowa. 

Our  subject  was  three  years  old  when  he  went 
with  his  parents  to  Ohio,  where  in  the  midst  of  the 
scenes  of  pioneer  life  iie  was  reared  to  manhood. 
Like  a  dutiful  son  he  assisted  his  father  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  home  farm  until  be  iiad  attained  his 
majority,  when  he  left  the  parental  roof  and  began 
life  for  himself.  After  a  few  years  spent  in  work 
at  the  blacksmith's  trade  he  was  employed  as  a 
farm  hand  until  1855,  when  be  came  to  Iowa,  lo- 
cating in  Delaware  County,  near  Colesburg,  where 
he  farmed  until  1865.  Since  that  year  he  has  been 
a  resident  of  Fayette  County.  He  purchased  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  good  but  unimproved 
land  and  at  once  began  the  development  of  the 
farm.  Not  a  furrow  had  been  turned,  but  with 
characteristic  energy  he  began  work  and  each  week 
saw  the  extent  of  improved  land  increased,  until 
now  he  has  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  county. 
His  comfortable  and  commodious  home  is  sur- 
rounded l)y  a  fine  grove  of  trees  of  his  own  plant- 
ing and  the  entire  surroundings  indicate  his  thrift 
and  enterprise.  He  is  now  living  a  retired  life, 
his  property  being  managed  by  his  sons. 

On  the  22d  of    May,    1846,   in  Ohio,    Mr.    Lang 


was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Charlotte  Squires, 
Rev.  W.  Langdon  officiating.  She  was  born  in 
Essex  County,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to  Ohio  when  si.x 
months  old.  By  their  union  have  been  born  nine 
childrep — Annette  IL,  who  was  born  in  Ohio  and 
is  now  the  wife  of  Warren  Ilolburt  of  Strawbcri'y 
Point;  James  A.,  also  a  native  of  Ohio,  married 
Maggie  Lowe,  and  resides  in  South  Dakota;  Emma 
A.  B.,  born  in  Ohio  is  the  wife  of  James  Harkins, a 
resident  farmer  of  Putnam  Township;  Edgar, 
born  in  Iowa,  married  Lou  Chapman,  and  is  a  cat- 
tle dealer  of  Strawbeiry  Point;  Isadore  E.,  a  na- 
tive of  this  State,  wedded  Betsy  Ewing  and  fol- 
lows farming  in  Putnam  Township;  William  A., 
was  married  in  Dakota  to  Miss  Carrie  Cross,  and 
now  resides  in  Greeley,  Delaware  County;  Edith 
M.,  is  the  wife  of  John  Gladwin,  a  resident  farmer 
of  Putnam  Township;  Leon  L.  and  Charlie  E.,  are 
at  home.  The  children  were  all  educated  in  this 
count}'  and  the  daughters  have  all  been  teachers  in 
tha  public  schools. 

Mr.  Lang  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance. 
He  cast  his  first  vote  for  Henry  Clay  and  became  a 
strong  Abolitionist,  voting  for  John  P.  Hale.  On 
the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  he  sup- 
ported Fremont  and  the  succeeding  candidates 
until  within  the  past  eight  years,  since  which  time 
he  has  advocated  the  principles  of  the  Union  Labor 
party.  He  is  well  informed  on  all  questions  of 
general  interest,  whether  political  or  otherwise,  and 
is  a  leading  and  influential  citizen  of  the  commu- 
nity. He  has  filled  the  offices  of  Trustee  and  As- 
sessor, and  he  and  his  wife  hold  a  high  position  in 
the  social  world  and  are  highly  esteemed  by  a  wide 
circle  of  acquaintances  and  many  friends. 


COSELMAN,  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of 
Center  Townshi))  residing  on  section  7, 
^  came  to  this  county  from  Kendall  County, 
111.,  in  1876.  Illinois  is  his  native  State  and  his 
birth  occurred  in  1854.  The  family  of  which  he 
is  a  representative  numbered  six  children  whose 
parents,  Adam  and  Adeline  (Clure)  Coselman, 
were    natives    of   New    York.       His   father   was   a 
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farmer  and  followed  that  business  throughout  his 
entire  life.  In  tlio  early  days  of  the  hislorj-  of 
Kane  County,  111.,  he  there  located,  and  from  tlie 
wild  land  developed  a  tjood  farm  which  continued 
to  he  his  home  until  187G,  wiiicli  j'car  witnessed 
his  arrival  in  Fayette  County,  Iowa.  Purchasing 
laud  In  Banks  Township,  he  Improved  a  farm, 
residing  thereon  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
188.3.  He  was  a  respected  citizen  of  the  commu- 
nilj-  and  his  loss  was  deeply  mourned.  His  widow 
has  since  become  the  wife  of  Zechariali  Emory. 
Our  sui)ject  is  the  oldest  of  their  children  and  is 
followed  by  Loretta  Calkins  of  Banks  Township; 
Ilerberl  who  is  married  and  resides  in  Fayette,  and 
Ilud.son  who  is  married  and  livint;'  in  Banks 
Township. 

In  the  schools  of  Kendall  Count}-.  111.,  E.  Cosel- 
n>an  acquired  a  good  English  education  and  under 
the  parental  roof  he  attained  to  man's  estate.  The 
occupation  to  which  he  was  reared  he  has  followed 
in  pui'snit  of  fortune  and  has  been  quite  successful 
in  his  undertakings.  He  began  farming  for  him- 
self In  Illinois  but  disposed  of  his  interests  in  that 
State  on  coming  to  this  county  in  1876.  He  was 
married  in  1878  to  Mary  Bacon,  the  union  being 
here  celebrated,  'i'he  ladj-  is  a  daughter  of  C.  C. 
and  Harriet  (Babcock)  Bacon,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  the  Empire  State  and  now  reside  in  Center 
Township. 

In  1882  Rlr.  Coselman  made  purchase  of  eighty 
acres  of  land.  This  was  but  [lartially  improved 
but  he  at  once  began  transforming  the  wild  land 
into  rich  and  fertile  fields,  that  in  course  of  time 
yielded  him  a  ready  return  for  the  care  and  labor 
he  bestowed  upon  them.  As  his  financial  resources 
increased  he  extended  the  boundaries  of  his  farm 
until  it  now  comprises  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
which  pay  a  golden  tribute  to  his  cultivation.  He 
has  also  made  many  improvements.  Including  the 
erection  of  a  good  frame  dwelling.  He  raises  a 
iii,gh  grade  of  slock  and  everything  about  this  [ilace 
shows  the  care  and  attention  of  a  thrifty  and  enter- 
prising manager.  Mr.  Coselman  manifests  no  great 
interest  in  political  affairs  and  has  never  sought  pub- 
lic office,  preferring  to  devote  his  lime  and  atten- 
tion to  his  business  interests.  However,  since 
attaining  his  mnjority  he    has    voted    with  the  Re- 


publican parly  and  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  Its  prin- 
ciples. He  Is  a  self-made  man  who  resolutely 
overcoming  the  obstacles  in  his  path  has  steadily 
worke<1  his  wa\'  upward,  and  by  so  doing  won  the 
confidence  and  goodwill  of  all  with  whom  he  has 
come  In  contact. 


-5!^^= 
'■=='3 


^^EORGE  R.  EDMUNDS,  deceased,  is  prom- 
II  <^¥:  '"cntly  identified  with  the  history  of  Fay- 
^\^4I  ette.  and  with  its  business  Interests  his 
name  is  inseparably  connected.  He  was  born  in 
Oswego  County,  N.  Y.,  January  17,  1828,  and  was 
of  English  descent.  He  was  early  inured  to  the 
hardships  of  farm  life  and  received  only  such  edu- 
cational advantages  as  the  district  schools  of  that 
day  afforded.  In  his  youthful  days  he  learned  the 
shoemaker's  trade  at  which  he  worked  some  five 
years,  when  rheumatic  atlliction  caused  him  to 
abandon  that  pursuit.  The  year  1855  witnessed 
his  arrival  in  Iowa,  he  accompanying  Ills  [jarents 
who  located  in  Delaware  County,  where  he  im|)roved 
a  farm. 

It  was  in  that  county  tiiat  Mr.  Edmunds  formed 
tiie  acquaintance  of  Miss   Anna    Bloss,  a  native   of 
j   Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  born  November  1."),  1840, 
I    whom    he    married.       He    continued    his    farming 
operations  in  Delaware   County  until    1872,   when 
I    with  his  famil\'    ho  came   to   F.a3'ette,   arriving  in 
I    December  of  that  year.     A  partnership  was  formed 
between  him  and    David   Shoemaker   to   engage   in 
1    merchandising,  which  connection  however, was  soon 
dissolved,  Mr.  Edmunds  engaging   In    the  grocery 
I    business,  in  which  line  he  continued  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death.     He  was  a  man  of  sterling  integrity 
and  worth,  honored  in  business  circles,  respected  in 
the  social  world  and  loved  by  his   family   and  Intl- 
j   mate   friends.     In    politics  he  w,as  a  Democrat  and 
I   socially  belonged  to  the   Knitjhls  of   Pythias  fra- 
ternity.    He  served  as  a  member  of  the  City  Coun- 
I   cil  and  took  an  active  interest  in  whatever  promised 
to  advance  it.      He  died  September  28,  1887.      His 
widow  still  survives  him   and   makes    her    home   In 
Faj-ette.     The   family   consists  of  two  children — 
James  M.  and  l.i/zie. 
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The  former,  who  has  suoceoiled  his  father  in 
business,  was  born  in  Delaware  County,  Iowa, 
March  29,  1863,  and  was  therefore  about  nine 
years  old  when  liis  father  removed  to  Fajette. 
In  the  public  schools  of  the  city  he  began  his  scho- 
lastic training  and  completed  his  education  in  the 
Upper  Iowa  University.  When  about  fifteen  years 
of  age  he  commenced  clerking  in  his  father's  store, 
and  since  1885  he  has  had  entire  charge  of  the 
business,  his  father  not  being  able  to  look  after  it 
the  last  two  years  of  his  life.  In  the  spring  of  1888 
James  became  sole  proprietor  of  the  business  and 
thus  for  eighteen  years  the  Edmunds  grocery  store 
lias  been  in  existence  being  the  oldest  establish- 
ment in  that  line  in  the  city.  Mr.  Edmunds, 
though  young  in  years,  has  had  considerable  exper- 
ience and  has  proved  himself  a  competent  business 
man.  The  store  receives  a  liberal  patronage  which 
is  well  deserved  by  its  owner.  He,  like  his  father, 
is  a  supporter  of  Democratic  principles  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 


l^ACOB  E.  DERFLINGER,  who  is  engaged 
in  farming  on  section  18.  Putnam  Township, 
has  been  a  resident  of  the  county  since  1864, 
during  which  time  he  has  been  prominent]}' 
identified  with  its  agricultural  interests.  A  native 
of  Shenandoah  Count}',  Va.,  he  was  born  February 
23,  1819,  and  is  a  son  of  Philip  Dorflinger,  a 
luilive  of  Virginia — the  family  of  German  descent. 
On  attaining  to  mature  years  he  married  Elizabeth 
Barrc)w,  also  a  native  of  that  State,  where  they 
spent  their  entire  lives.  Indians  were  among  their 
neighbors  during  those  earlier  days  and  they  wit- 
nessed much  of  the  development  of  the  Old 
Dominion.  B}"  trade  ^Ir.  Derflinger  was  a  mechanic, 
and  in  connection  with  that  occupation  he  also  fol- 
lowed farming.  He  was  a  quiet,  industrious  citizen, 
worthy  the  respect  and  confidence  in  which  he  was 
held  by  those  who  knew  him.  In  earlier  life  he 
was  a  Whig  but  afterward  became  a  Democrat,  and 
in  religious  belief  was  a  Lutheran.  His  wife  died 
prior  to  the  vvar,  but  he  lived  until  after  its  close, 
his  death  occurring  the  day  succeeding  his   ninetv- 


Hrst  birthday.  He  was  a  vigorous  man  who  labored 
untiringly  for  the  interests  of  his  family.  His 
children  are — William,  who  died  in  Virginia;  Cath- 
eriae,  a  resident  of  that  State;  Rebecca,  living  in 
Pennsylvanifi;  Bayless,  of  Virginia;  Jacob  E.; 
Charles,  of  Virginia;  and  Jonas,  who  became  a  pio- 
neer settler  of  Scott  Township,  and  was  killed  in 
this  county. 

Our  subject  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
5'outh  in  his  parents'  home.  His  educational  ad- 
vantages were. limited,  as  the  i)ublic  school  system 
was  not  in  force  in  Virginia  during  his  earlier 
years.  He  earned  his  first  monej'  by  making  rails 
and  followed  various  pursuits  until  1847,  when  he 
left  his  native  State,  emigrating  to  Licking  County. 
Ohio,  where  he  purchased  seventy  acres  of  timber 
land.  This  he  developed  into  a  good  farm  and 
operated  it  until  1851,  when  he  spent  about  eight- 
een months  in  the  mercantile  line.  The  succeeding 
three  years  he  devoted  to  sheep  raising  in  Ohio,  and 
then  came  to  Iowa  in  1864,  purchasing  land  where 
he  now  lives.  However,  he  first  rented  and  the 
products  of  the  farm  procured  him  the  means  to 
make  the  purchase.  He  now  has  eighty  acres  of 
land  on  section  18,  a  good  house  and  other  equip- 
ments and  improvements,  but  does  not  engage 
actively  in  farm  labor  at  this  time  for  he  has 
rented  his  land  and  is  living  a  retired  life. 

Mr.  Derflinger  was  married  in  Licking  County, 
Ohio,  May  3,  1849,  to  Alice  Cookse}',  a  native  of 
Fairfax  County,  Va.,  and  a  daughter  of  John  N. 
and  Nancy  Ann  (Grant)  Cookse}'.  They  removed 
to  Ohio  when  their  daughter  was  nineteen  years  of 
age  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
Mr.  ;ind  Mrs.  Derflinger  are  the  parents  of  seven 
cliildren  yet  living  and  have  lost  two — Philip 
Thomas  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  is  now  a  merchant 
of  Hand  County,  S.  D.  He  married  Lizzie  Spack- 
man;  John  William,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  and 
married  Lydia  Brooks,  a  native  of  the  same  State, 
is  now  operating  a  creamer}-  in  Linn  Point,  I  inn 
County,  Iowa;  Ella,  who  was  born  in  the  BuckLye 
State,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years;  James 
Harvey,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  is  now  engaged  in 
farming  in  Linn  County,  where  he  became  ac- 
quainted with  and  wedded  Mary  Barrow;  Gibson 
A.,  also  a  native  of  the  same  State,  is  engaged  in 


468 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


the  creamery  business  in  Aurora,  Biiclifinan  Count}' ; 
Tliaddeus  Newton,  .ilso  a  native  of  Ohio,  married 
Miss  (juitmycr  and  follows  farming  in  I'litnam 
Townshiii;  Josie,  born  in  Iowa,  is  the  wife  of 
Henry  Quitmyer;  Eunice  Alice,  born  in  Iowa,  is  at 
home;  and  Ciiarles.  also  born  in  this  State,  is  now 
deceased.  Tlie  children  all  received  fjood  educa- 
tional advantages  and  have  started  out  in  life  under 
favorable  circu  mstances. 

The  parents  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church 
in  Brush  Creek,  and  Mr.  Derflinger  is  a  Democrat 
in  politics  never  failing  to  cast  a  vote  for  that 
|iarty.  lie  cast  his  first  vote  for  William  Henry 
Harrison,  and  continued  to  advocate  Whig  princi- 
ples until  the  dissolution  of  that  parly.  He  has 
given  his  principal  attention  to  general  farming 
and  l)y  the  exercise  of  good  business  ability  has  ac- 
quired a  comfortable  competence.  He  is  an  hon- 
orable and  respected  citizen  and  the  family  have 
many  friends  in  the  county. 

USTAVU.S  ADOLPHUS  OELWEIN,  after 
jj  whose  family  the  city  of  Oehvcin  was  named, 
is  a  native  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  the  only 
surviving  child  of  Frederick  and  Cecelia  (Schmidt) 
Oelwein,  whose  sketch  a|)pears  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  He  was  born  on  the  10th  of  Februaiy,  1838, 
and  removed  with  his  parents  to  Iowa,  in  1854, 
when  a  lad  of  sixteen  years,  the  family  settling  in 
.lefferson  Township,  Fayette  County,  on  a  farm, 
lie  attended  the  schools  of  Baltimore  until  coming 
to  Iowa,  when  he  gave  his  entire  attention  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  and  that  business  he  followed  for 
man\'  years. 

On  the  23d  of  February,  1861,  Mr.  Oelwein  lc<l 
to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Emma  Schmidt,  daugh 
ter  of  Frederick  Schmidt,  and  a  native  of  Saxou\% 
Germany,  born  March  23,  1836.  Since  August, 
18.55,  her  home  has  been  in  Iowa.  By  their  union 
eight  children  have  been  born,  seven  of  whom  arc 
yet  living,  as  follows:  Mary  E.,  born  Novemljer 
10,  1861,  is  novj'  the  wife  of  .lohn  Kraus,  of  Oel- 
wein; Carl  F.  ^V.  was  born  September  10,  1863; 
Emma  A.,  .lanuaiy    2.   1865;  Oscar  K.  was  boru 


November  15,  1867,  and  died  December  9,  1868; 
Annie  L.,  born  December  13,  1869,  is  the  next 
younger;  Clara  Lena  w.as  born  January  8,  1873; 
Gustavus  A.,  February  5,  1875;  and  Theresa  Clara, 
March  4,  1878.  All  were  born  in  Fayette  County 
except  Emma,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Fairbank, 
Buchanan  County.  The  children  received  good 
educational  advantages  and  bid  fair  to  become  use- 
ful men  and  women. 

Mr.  Oehvein  is  the  owner  of  throe  hundred  acres 
of  land,  seventy -five  of  which,  including  additions, 
lie  within  the  city  limits  of  Oelwein.  In  the  orig- 
inal plat  made  by  Mr.  Oelwein  there  were  fiftj' 
acres,  to  which  he  has  made  three  additions  of 
lwent\-five  acres  each,  one-third  of  which  still  be- 
longs to  the  original  proprietor.  The  city  bearing 
the  family  name  of  our  subject  is  but  eighteen  years 
old,  yet  it  is  a  thrifty,  prosperous  and  wide-awake 
business  place,  containing  more  than  a  thousand 
inhabitants.  It  has  two  railroads,  the  Burlington, 
Cedar  Rajiids  &  Northern,  and  the  Chicago,  St. 
Paul  &  Kansas  City,  whose  lines  branch  fiom 
this  point  in  three  directions,  one  to  Chicago,  one 
to  vSt.  Paul,  and  one  to  Kansas  Citj-,  making  this 
an  important  railroad  center.  The  town  has  made 
rapid  strides  in  the  |)ast  few  years,  and  is  destined 
soon  to  be  one  of  the  important  cities  of  Northern 
Iowa.  These  facts  are  given  in  view  of  the  name 
of  the  town  being  associated  with  that  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  Mr.  Oelwein  in  political  senti- 
ment, is  a  Democrat,  and  with  his  famil}-  belongs 
to  the  Lullieran  Church,  to  wliicii  he  is  a  liberal 
contributor.  He  is  a  member  of  Columbia  Jyodge, 
No.  83,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  of  Oehvein. 


iALPH  M.  nOYT,  a  retired  farmer  now 
residing  in  West  Union,  is  numbered 
among  the  early  settlers  of  this  county, 
^'^  having  for  more  than  a  third  of  a  century 
lived  within  its  borders.  He  was  born  in  Lower 
Canada,  now  the  Province  of  (Quebec',  and  near  tlie 
\'ermont  line.  The  date  of  his  birth  is  Xorember 
7,    1825.  and    his    parents   vvere    Nason    and    Mary 


^  id    ^ /i^n^c 
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(Meriy)  Iloyt.  His  father  was  born  in  New  Ches- 
ter, N.  H.,  September  14,  1785,  and  when  fifteen 
years  of  age  went  to  Canada,  where  he  became 
acquainted  witli  and  wedded  Miss  Merr}-,  the  union 
being  ceiebratptl  in  Bolton  December  7,  1809.  She 
was  born  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  November  20,  1787, 
and  Ihey  became  parents  of  fourteen  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  was  the  tentli  in  order  of  birth. 
Both  died  in  Canada,  the  father  ac  Ihe  age  of  sixty- 
three  years  and  the  mother  when  sevent\'-one  years 
of  age. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  brought  up  on  a 
farm,  receiving  his  education  in  tlie  iiublic  schools 
of  the  neighborhood.  When  a  young  man  of 
eighteen  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  going 
to  Boston,  Mass.,  where  he  spent  eight  years.  The 
spirit  of  adventure  common  in  youth  led  iiim  to 
California  in  1852.  Traveling  by  way  of  the  Isth- 
mus route  he  at  length  reached  his  destination,  and 
on  the  Pacific  Sloi)e  engaged  in  gold  mining  for 
tiiree  years,  after  which  he  returned  to  Boston  by 
tlie  route  over  which  he  had  triiveled,  reaching 
home  in  the  summer  of  1855.  The  West  offeied 
greater  attractions  for  him,  and  believing  that  he 
could  better  iiis  financial  condition  by  doing  so, 
in  Octolier  of  that  year  he  came  to  Iowa  and  [lur- 
ciiased  one  Iiundred  and  twenty  acres  near  West 
Union,  a  part  of  his  present  farm,  to  which  lie 
added  an  eighty-acre  tract,  now  liaving  two  hun- 
dred acres  of  well-improved  and  valuable  land,  a 
jwrtion  of  which  lies  within  the  city  limits. 

Mr.  Iloyt  was  first  married  in  the  Province  of 
Quebec  on  the  26th  of  August,  185G,  to  Miss 
Klvira  Blake,  a  native  of  that  province  and  a 
daughter  of  Sherburn  Blake.  Tliey  became  p.-ir- 
ents  of  two  children,  sons — Herbert  Milo,  the  eider, 
was  born  in  West  Union  May  .3,  1857,  wedded  Miss 
Mary  Jane  Yeider  and  resides  in  Bangor,  Mich. ; 
Otto  Mcrton.  the  youngei-,  was  also  born  in  West 
Union,  on  tiie  3d  of  February,  1862,  and  died  April 
24.  1880.  Mrs.  Ho3't  survived  him  but  three 
years,  dying  October  21.  1883.  Two  years  later 
Mr.  Hoyt  made  a  second  trip  to  California,  wliere 
lie  spent  the  winter  of  1885-86,  returning  tlie  fol- 
lowing spring  to  his  home.  He  was  married  in 
Fayette  on  the  10th  of  October,  1886,  to  Miss  Lois 
R.  Warner,   daughter  of   William  S.  and   Dorothj' 


(Iloyt)  Warner.  She  was  born  in  Putnam  Town- 
ship, this  county,  April  17,  1858,  her  parents  hav- 
ing four  years  previous  located  on  a  farm  in  that 
township,  which  they  still  continue  to  make  their 
home. 

In  politics'Mr.  Hoyt  is  a  Republican.  He  has 
been  quite  successful  in  his  business  career  and  has 
accumulated  considerable  wealth.  For  several 
years  he  has  leased  his  favm  and  now  devotes  his 
time  to  loaning  his  capital.  After  a  residence  in 
Fa3ette  County  of  thirt}'-five  years  he  has  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that  he  still  retains  the  con- 
fidence and  respect  of  his  fellow-citizens,  which  has 
been  won  by  a  uniform!}'  upright  and  honorable 
course  in  life. 

-"~t-**i-4— BX8~~^**-»^ 

!hA~.  OSES  SMITH  owns  a  good  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  ninety  acres  situated  on  sec- 
tion 34,  Center  Township,  and  is  ranked 
among  the  leading  agriculturalists  of  the 
community.  He  is  also  numbered  among  the  hon- 
ored pioneers,  having  for  more  than  thirty-seven 
years  made  his  home  in  the  borders  of  Fayette 
County.  He  was  liorn  in  Yorkshire,  EIngland,  in 
1832.  and  is  a  son  of  Anthon}'  and  Elizabeth  (Har- 
rington) Smith,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  same 
county.  His  father  was  a  farmer  and  followed  that 
occuiiation  in  Great  Britain  until  1856,  when  leav- 
ing his  English  home  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to 
America  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Center  Town- 
ship, Fayette  County,  Iowa,  making  his  home  with 
oursubject.  His  death  occurred  here  in  1870,  and  his 
wife  died  in  April  of  the  same  j'ear.  The  Smith 
family  has  long  been  widely  and  favorably  known 
in  this  county  and  the  two  sons  are  leading  busi- 
ness men  of  the  communities  in  which  they  reside. 
Robert,  the  elder  brother  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Harlan  Township. 

Our  subject  spent  the  days  of  his  lioyhood  and 
youth  in  Yorkshire,  England,  where  he  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools.  On  attaining  his 
majority  he  resolved  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  New 
World,  believing  the  opportunities  and  advantages 
it  afforded  were  greatly  superior  to  those  offered  by 
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the  countries  of  the  Old  World.  Boarding  a  vessel 
lying  at  anchor  in  Liverpool  Harbor,  he  embarked 
upon  the  long  voyage  across  the  Atlantic.  After 
several  weeks  spent  upon  the  briny  deep  he  reached 
Xew  York  but  si)ent  little  titnc  in  viewing  the 
sights  of  the  metropolis.  He  made  his  way  to 
Albany  and  thence  traveled  westward  to  Illi- 
nois. For  a  short  time  he  worked  upon  the  Illinois 
Central  Railroad  in  that  .State  and  then  came  to 
Fa3ette  County.  Iowa,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  He  purchased  forty  acres  of  raw  land,  the 
only  improvement  thereon  being  a  log  cabin  but 
from  day  to  daj-  he  labored  and  each  evening  saw 
an  additional  amount  of  land  cleared  and  improved. 
He  shared  in  the  hardships  and  trials  incident  to 
pioneer  life  but  overcame  all  obstacles  in  his  path, 
bj'  industry  and  economy  increased  his  financial 
resources  and  also  extended  the  boundaries  of  his 
farm.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety-one  acres,  for  a  portion  of  which  he  paid 
$30  per  acre.  His  residence  is  a  veneered  brick, 
the  main  part  being  18x28  feel  with  an  L  kitchen 
16x26  feet.  Neatness  and  order  characterize  the 
place  and  the  home  with  its  entire  surroundings 
indicates  the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  owner. 

It  was  in  February,  1871,  in  Fayette  County, 
that  Mr.  .Smith  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Caroline 
Reed,  a  native  of  Jo  Daviess  Count}',  111.,  and  a 
daughter  of  Michael  and  Elizabeth  Reed.  Her 
father  was  born  in  Ireland,  her  mother  in  Virginia, 
and  at  an  early  da}-  they  came  West,  locating  in 
Elgin,  Iowa.  His  death  occurred  in  1855,  but  his 
wife  survived  him  some  twenty  jears,  dying  in 
1875.  Upon  his  marriage  Mr.  Smith  took  his 
bride  to  his  home  where  they  have  since  resided. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  by  four  children, 
three  of  whom  are  now  living,  namely:  AVilliam, 
Freddie  and  Elsie.  The  fourth  child,  also  named 
Freddie,  w.as  drowned  in  a  branch  of  the  Volga 
River,  in  1880,  at  the  age  of  four  years. 

Mr.  .Smith  supports  the  Republican  party  at  the 
polls  and  for  nine  years  has  held  the  office  of  Road 
Supervisor,  faithfully  discharging  the  duties  of  the 
position.  He  has  witnessed  almost  the  entire  dev- 
elopment of  the  county.  At  the  time  of  his  arrival 
in  Iowa,  West  Inidu  was  but  a  small  hamlet  and 
Fayette  had  not  yet  sprung  into  existence.     Much 


of  the  land  was  still  in  its  primitive  condition  but 
has  been  transformed  into  rich  and  fertile  farms, 
the  log  cabins  have  been  replaced  b}-  commodious 
residences,  churches  and  schools  have  been  built 
throughout  the  county  and  the  work  of  progress 
and  development  been  carried  forward  so  rapidly 
that  all  who  have  borne  a  share  in  it  may  feel  it  an 
honor.  Mr.  .Smith  has  been  active  in  the  county's 
best  interests  and  well  deserves  a  representation  in 
this  volume,  where  is  recorded  the  life  work  of  its 
honored  pioneers  and  prominent  citizens. 


-*>-»- 


■^^^^^^t¥^^<^<<-^ 


ILLIAM  BROWNELL,  deceased,  was  one 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  this  county.  He 
\J^^  was  born  near  Oneida  Lake,  in  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  November,  1813.  His  parents, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Connecticut,  accom- 
panied their  respective  families  during  childhood 
to  the  Empire  State  where  they  were  married. 
Later  they  removed  to  Western  New  York  where 
the  father  died  when  our  subject  was  a  lad  of  thir- 
teen years,  after  which  the  family  returned  to  their 
I  old  home  in  Oneida  County.  William  was  the  eld- 
est of  six  sons  and  one  daughter  but  all  have  now 
passe<l  away  with  the  exception  of  the  daughter, 
Mrs.  Angelina  Chamberlain,  who  makes  her  home 
with  relatives  in  this  county. 

In  his  youth,  our  subject  learned  the  lessons  of 
industry  and  self-reliance  and  at  the  tender  age  of 
twelve  years  began  life  for  himself.  His  parents 
were  in  limited  circumstances  and  it  was  necessary 
th.at  he  should  begin  to  earn  his  own  living.  He 
was  botmd  out  to  a  farmer  and  served  in  the  capac- 
ity of  a  farm  hand  until  he  had  attained  his  mnjor- 
ily.  We  thus  see  that  his  educational  privileges 
must  necessarily  been  very  meagre,  but  he  possessed 
a  studious  disposition  and  determined  to  educate 
himself,  which  he  did  by  reading,  observation  and 
study  until  he  became  a  well-informed  man,  having 
a  practical  business  education  which  was  probably 
of  more  real  benefit  to  him  than  that  he  could  have 
obtained  from  text  books.  About  1835  he  deter- 
mined to  try  his  fortune  in  the  West  and  settled 
ill  Summit    Cdunty,  Ohio.  Previously  he  li.ad  m.ade 
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a  trip  to  Wisconsin,  but  returned  to  the  Buckeye 
State  wliere  lie  married  Miss  Berthena  Claric,  wliose 
entire  life  had  been  spent  in  the  neigliborliood 
whore  Mr.  Brovvnell  was  living.  Tliey  continued 
to  reside  in  Summit  County  until  18.53,  wlien  lie 
sold  and  removed  to  Wisconsin,  settling  on  unim- 
proved land  in  La  Fa3'ette  Couutjs  where  he  be- 
caiue  an  extensive  farmer.  In  1875  he  removed  to 
Grant  County,  and  one  jear  later  came  to  this 
count}',  when  he  purchased  fifteen  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  in  Scott  Township.  The 
greater  part  of  this  was  unimproved.  It  lay  in  ad- 
joining tracts  and  the  best  house  upon  it  was  worth 
only  150.  In  1878  lie  brought  his  family  to  Iowa 
and  resided  upon  and  managed  his  extensive  farm 
until  his  death.  In  that  time  he  improved  many 
acres  and  became  a  wealthy  man.  He  died  June 
20,  1881,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years,  nine 
months  and  eight  da3's. 

The  year  following  their  arrival  in  Wisconsin  the 
death  of  his  first  wife,  Mrs.  Berthena  Brownell,  oc- 
curred. She  left  a  family  of  three  children — B.  S.. 
who  resides  in  Independence,  Iowa;  Lewis  W.,  a 
well-known  farmerof  .Scott  Township  residing  ujion 
a  part  of  the  estate;  and  Mrs.  Ellen  Swiggard  who 
makes  her  home  in  (Jhio.  Mr.  Brownell  was  again 
married  in  La  Fayette  County,  Wis.,  wedding  Mrs. 
Sarah  Brownell,  iiee  Tucker,  widow  of  his  brother. 
She  is  still  living  on  the  home  f.arm  with  her  son 
Grant.  By  the  second  marriage  were  born  four 
children — George,  a  farmer  of  Scott  Township; 
Frank  and  Grant  S.,  both  of  whom  are  represented 
elsewhere  in  this  work  and  Mrs.  Nellie  Manning,  of 
Buuhauan  Count3\  The  children  wore  all  born  in 
Wisconsin  and  educated  in  the  public  schools. 

By  nature  Mr.  Brownell  was  fitted  for  pioneer 
life.  He  was  a  man  of  great  physical  strength  and 
endurance  and  bore  easily  its  hardships.  He  pos- 
sessed more  than  average  business  ability,  wa.s 
shrewd,  enterprising,  and  his  good  judgment  sel- 
dom led  him  into  error.  In  early  life  he  was  a 
Wliig  and  afterwards  a  stalwart  Republican  in  po- 
litical sentiment  but  never  sought  jiublic  prefer- 
ment. The  large  estate  which  he  left  his  family 
is  now  managed  by  his  sons  wiio  show  a  business 
ability  equal  to  their  father's. 

Grants.  Brownell,  with  whom  the  mother  resides, 


is  accounted  one  of  the  prosperous  and  enterprising 
young  farmers  of  .Scott  Township.  He  was  born 
in  La  F.ayette  County,  Wis.,  in  18G5,  and  in  the 
usual  manner  of  farmer  lads  was  reared  to  manhood 
acquiring  a  good  English  education  in  the  common 
schools.  With  the  family  he  came  to  this  county 
in  1878  and  in  the  p.ast  thirteen  3ears  has  here 
made  his  home.  lie  operates  his  own  and  his 
mother's  share  of  the  estate,  comprising  five 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  good  farming  land 
upon  which  is  a  comfortable  home  and  every 
convenience  in  the  w.ay  of  buildings  and  machin- 
ery. He  raises  a  good  grade  of  stock  and  the  well 
tilled  fields  indicate  the  care  and  supervision  of  the 
painstaking  and  careful  manager  who  thoroughly 
understands  his  business. 

In  October,  1889,  in  Buchanan  County,  Mr. 
Brownell  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Ada  Man- 
ning, who  was  born  in  1868,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Daniel  Manning.  They  hold  a  high  position  in 
the  social  world  and  their  friends  throughout  the 
county  are  man}'.  He  is  a  stanch  Republican  in 
politics  and  keeps  himself  well  informed  on  the 
leading  questions  of  the  day,  both  political  and 
otherwise.  With  his  share  of  the  estate  as  a  foun- 
dation, we  predict  that  Mr.  Brownell  will  rapidly 
build  up  a  fortune  for  he  possesses  the  requisite 
business  ability  and  his  course  thus  far  justifies  us 
in  our  prediction. 


-^^^. 


IRAM  SWEET,  a  prominent  live  stock  man 
I'  of  Montana,  residing  in  Faj'ette,  Iowa,  was 
born  in  Pleasant  Valle}',  Fulton  County. 
N.  Y.,  November  5,  1828,  and  is  the  son  of 
Amon  and  Cynthia  (Niles)  Sweet.  His  parents 
were  natives  of  Rensselear  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
were  descended  from  New  England  ancestors. 
The  Sweet  famil}'  of  which  our  subject  is  a  mem- 
ber settled  in  Rhode  Island  prior  to  the  War  of  the 
Revolution.  The  father  of  Mr.  Sweet  died  in  New 
York  in  1834,  but  his  mother  long  survived  her 
husband,  dying  in  Fayette  in  1873. 

Being  deprived  of  a  father's  care  and  support  at 
the  tender  age  of  six  years  and   the  family    being 
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left  bj'  the  father's  early  death  in  rery  limited  cir- 
cumstances, Hiram  Sweet  was  obliged  to  begin  to 
fight  the  battle  of  life  alone,  while  still  a  child. 
His  boyhood  {la3's  were  spent  iu  Washington 
Countj',  N.  y.,  where  he  was  variously  employed 
and  so  well  did  he  succeed,  that  at  the  age  of 
twenty-six  he  married  and  set  u|)a  home  of  his  own. 
On  Christmas  Day  of  1854,  in  his  native  county, 
lie  wedded  Miss  Diana  Sweet,  daughter  of  Simeon 
and  Maria  (Sherwood)  Sweet.  She  was  born  in 
Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1833,  and  was  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  The  young  couple  began  their  domestic 
life  in  the  Empire  State,  but  after  one  year,  in 
1855,  came  to  Fayette,  Iowa,  where  Mr.  Sweet 
became  largely  interested  in  stock-raising.  During 
the  i)rosperous  days  of  wheat  growing  in  Minne- 
sota, lie  w.as  largely  interested  in  that  industry  and 
in  raising  and  shipping  grain.  When  the  war  was 
in  progress  he  also  handled  manj-  thousands  of 
sheep  from  Michigan  and  Wisconsin,  which  he 
sold  throughout  Iowa  and  Minnesota,  and  in  con- 
nection with  that  business  carried  on  farming  in 
this  county.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm 
of  three  hundred  acres  in  Smithficld  Township, 
which  is  highly  improved  and  which  is  furnished 
with  all  the  buildings  and  conveniences  necessary 
to  a  model  farm. 

In  18G9  Mr.  Sweet  was  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  August  12,  leaving 
two  children — Ensign  S.,  who  was  born  in 
Momence,  111.,  October  IC,  1854,  educated  in  the 
Upper  Iowa  University,  and  married  Miss  Agnes 
Clarke.  He  is  interested  with  his  father  in  the 
stock  business  in  Montana  and  resides  m  Chinook, 
Choteau  County,  that  State.  Estella,  the  daugh- 
ter, was  born  in  Fa3'ette,  .January  8,  18G3,  also  edu- 
cated in  the  Upper  Iowa  University  and  is  the  wife 
of  T.  H.  Kemmerer,  a  merchant  of  Fayette.  On 
the  11th  of  Januar}',  1870,  Mr.  Sweet  was  married 
in  White  Creek,  Washington  County,  N.  V.,  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Hansom,  who  was  born  in  Hcnssel- 
car  Countj',  N.  V.,  March  14,  1847,  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  R.  .1.  and  EUza.  (Harris)  Ransom.  Her 
father  was  also  a  native  of  Jiensselear  County, 
where  he  was  born  October  21,  1812,  his  death 
occurring  in  Iowa,  in  July,  1887.      Her  mother  was 


born  in  Hartford,  Vt.,  .January  16,  1825,  and  makes 
her  home  with  her  daughter  in  Fayette.  One  child 
graces  the  second  marriage,  Dean  Hiram,  who  was 
born  in  Fayette,  November  12,  1871,  and  is  now  a 
student  in  the  Upper  Iowa  University.  Mrs. 
Sweet  was  brought  up  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Congregational  Church  and  is  a  member  of  that 
sociel}'. 

In  the  autumn  of  1879  Mr.  Sweet  became  inter- 
ested in  mercantile  business  with  his  son  and 
together  they  carried  on  operations  until  the  spring 
of  1882  vvhc)!  they  sold  out.  In  1880  he  engaged 
in  the  cattle  business  in  Montana  by  purchasing 
fourteen  hundred  head  of  native  cattle  of  that 
region.  Subsequently  he  took  out  twelve  hundred 
head  of  eastern  cattle  and  as  his  stock  increased  he 
shipped  to  eastern  markets  by  train  loads;  one  lot 
of  steers  so  marketed,  averaged  in  weight  fourteen 
hundred  pounds  and  brought  %!5,250  in  Chicago,  or 
S77  per  head.  During  the  severe  blizzard  of  the 
winter  of  188C-7,  Mr.  Sweet  lost  large  numbers  of 
cattle,  probably'  fifteen  hundred  head.  In  1890  he 
began  growing  sheep  in  Montana,  starting  with  a 
flock  of  thirty-four  hundred,  which  he  expects  to 
more  than  double  in  the  spring  of  1891.  In  addi- 
tion to  his  cattle  and  sheep  business,  Mr.  Sweet 
has  established  a  horse  ranch  where  he  is  growing 
pure  blooded  Norman  horses.  He  began  with  some 
full  blooded  Norman  mares  and  a  fine  imported 
stallion  of  the  same  breed  in  1889.  He  now  has 
one  hundred  anil  twenty-five  head  of  that  class  of 
horses  on  his  ranch,  which  is  said  to  be  the  finest 
band  of  horses  of  its  size  in  Montana.  When  Mr. 
Sweet  began  the  stock  business  in  that  state  he  was 
located  iu  the  Judith  Basin  Region.  Of  late,  the 
feed  becoming  scarce  in  that  section,  he  transferred 
his  lii'rds  and  flocks  to  Choteau  County,  and  his 
cattle  now  range  between  the  Missouri  and  Milk 
Rivers,  a  region  hundreds  of  miles  in  extent. 
About  sixty  men  are  employed  in  the  "round  up" 
in  the  spring  and  fall  by  him  and  others  having 
stock  in  that  range. 

Mr.  Sweet  is  a  Republican  in  politics  but  has 
never  souglit  or  desired  public  olfice.  On  coming 
to  this  county  he  purchased  extensive  tracts  of 
hind  and  for  many  ^ears  was  largely  interested  in 
real  estate  s|)eculations.      He  is   a  thorough    busi- 
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ness  man,  energetic  and  enterprising,  and  has 
developed  superior  executiye  and  business  ability. 
By  liis  own  un.iided  efforts  he  has  made  his  way  in 
tlie  world  with  marked  success,  until  he  has  built 
up  one  of  the  most  extensive  and  prosperous  stock 
ranches  in  tlie  Northwest  and  is  the  owner  of  val- 
uable property  in  Iowa.  He  is  a  man  of  broad 
views,  possesses  a  good  knowledge  of  the  world, 
is  enterprising,  yet  conservative,  and  enjoys  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has 
business  relations. 


\f(  ACOB  W.  BOPP.  If  the  people  of  I^ayclte 
County  are  specially  proud  of  any  of  their 
citizens,  it  is  onr  svibject,  who  is  now  en- 
gaged in  scientific  farming  and  stock-raising 
on  section  7,  Windsor  Township.  The  boundaries 
of  Iowa  do  not  limit  his  notoriety,  but  his  reputa- 
tion as  a  journalist  has  extended  all  over  this  coun- 
try, and  won  for  him  many  friends  among  the  Na- 
tion's prominent  men.  He  was  born  in  Chicago, 
111.,  September  28,  1853,  and  is  a  son  of  Michael 
and  Margaret  (Smith)  Bopp,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Darmstadt,  Germany,  the  former  born 
October  28,  1822,  and  the  latter  Fcbru.ary  14, 
1828.  With  his  parents  he  came  to  this  county 
on  his  first  birthday.  In  the  family  were  fourteen 
children,  eleven  of  whom  are  now  living. 

Our  subject  acquired  his  primary  education  in  the 
common  schools,  and  early  manifested  an  aptitude 
for  study,  outranking  liis  comrades  in  many  of  the 
branches  of  learning.  In  1872  he  entered  Ains- 
worth  Academy  of  West  Union,  where  he  remained 
for  two  years,  after  wiiich  he  taught  in  the  public 
schools  for  two  years,  employing  his  evenings  in 
winter  in  teaching  night  schools,  where  he  gave  in- 
struction in  book-keeping  and  pcnmansiup.  He  has 
yet  in  his  possession  a  full  set  of  commercial  scrip 
used  in  the  transaction  of  imaginary  liusiness 
wherein,  he  affirms,  he  was  as  much  benefited  as 
his  pupils.  In  the  autumn  of  187U  he  entered  tlie 
collegiate  department  of  the  State  University  of 
Iowa,  where  he  continued  his  studies  two  years,  and 
then  became  a  student  in  the  Upper  Iowa  Univer- 


sity of  Fayette.  It  is  said  that  there  is  some  branch 
of  business  especially  suited  to  each  person,  and  if 
they  engage  tiierein  their  efforts  will  be  crowned 
with  success.  Accepting  this  as  true,  we  would  say 
that  Mr.  Bopp  found  the  line  of  work  designed  for 
him  when  he  began  his  journalistic  efforts,  espec- 
ially if  success  is  any  criterion.  In  the  spring  of 
1 880  he  went  to  Mason  City,  Iowa,  where  he  was 
associated  with  the  local  papers,  and  also  served  as 
special  correspondent  to  several  dailies  in  the  West, 
retaining  his  connection  with  journalism  until  the 
f:dl  of  1882.  He  then,  at  the  convening  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Iowa,  was  elected  Secretary  of  the 
railroad  committee  of  the  Senate,  and  discharged 
the  duties  of  that  jjosition  in  addition  to  work  on 
the  press.  In  tlie  office  of  Miller  &  Cliggitt  he 
read  law.  In  his  capacity  as  a  correspondent  he 
traveled  extensively  over  the  Northwest,  making 
several  trips  through  Minnesota,  Iowa  and  Dakota, 
and  visited  the  Black  Hills.  During  all  this  time, 
in  addition  to  his  manifold  duties,  ho  was  very 
actively  engaged  in  politics,  serving  as  correspon  • 
dent  for  the  leading  Republican  papers  of  the 
Northwest.  His  duties  as  a  reporter  required  his 
presence  at  the  leading  summer  resorts,  fairs  and 
expositions,  and  thus  be  was  enabled  to  combine 
the  pleasure  of  sight-seeing  with  a  [irofitable  busi- 
ness. 

In  the  fall  of  1882,  Mr.  Bopp  entered  the  law 
department  of  the  Iowa  State  University  from 
which  he  was  graduated  June  19,  1883,  in  a  chiss 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  students.  He  en- 
rolleil  himself  as  a  pupil  in  the  law  school,  more 
liarticularly  for  the  mental  discipline  afforded  than 
with  the  view  to  entering  upon  the  practice  of  the 
legal  profession.  During  his  connection  with  the 
university  he  was  editor  of  the  law  department  of 
the  Vidette  Reporter,  conducted  by  the  students  in 
attendance.  During  commencement  week,  in  con- 
nection with  a  fellow-student,  he  published  a  spe- 
cial issue  in  which  was  given  a  review  of  the  com- 
mencement exercises,  notes  by  the  way,  a  full 
synopsis  of  addresses  delivered  on  graduation,  and 
a  large  amount  of  information  valuable  to  the  stu- 
dents. This  paper  was  called  The  Law  Times.  On 
the  completion  of  that  course  of  study,  Mr.  Bopp 
took  a  vacation,  the  greater  part  of  which  he  spent 


476 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOURAPHICAL  ALIUM. 


in  visiting  his  home,  after  which  he  allied  himself 
with  the  interests  of  tiic  Republican  pari}'  in  the 
capiU'ity  of  special  corresiionilent  to  the  Icailino; 
journals  of  the  State.  lie  was  employed  b}'  the 
State  Central  Committee  to  report  speeches,  joint 
debates,  etc.,  and  assisted  Hon.  H.  S.  p\airall  in  the 
pre[)aration  of  the  volume  entitled  "Manual  of 
Iowa  Politics."  Ilecontinucd  his  connection  with 
the  Associated  Press  until  the  Jje^islalurc  again 
met  in  session.  To  the  newspaijer  men  of  Des 
Moines  he  afforded  a  most  pleasinir  enlerlaiumont, 
but  we  w  ill  disjiense  with  all  comments  of  our  own 
and  insert  the  article  published  the  following  da}' 
by  the  Des  Moines  Xeirs: 

E.VTiNO  Editors. 

CompUinentary  Dinner  Given  to  Des  Moines  Neivs 
paj)er  Men  by  Mr.  J.    W.  Bopp  and  Mr.   A.    W. 
Clancy. 

Messrs.  .1.  W.  Bopp  and  A.  W.  Clancy  gave  a 
complimentary  dinner  to  the  Des  Moines  newspa- 
per fraternity  at  the  Capital  City  hotel  yesterday. 
The  collation  was  superb  in  every  lespect,  and  the 
occasion  was  one  that  comes  only  once  in  the  life  of 
an  editor.  The  guests  were  almost  dum founded 
at  the  varied  array  of  viands  and  delicacies  tliat 
were  announced  on  the  bill  of  fare.  The  hosts  are 
well  recognized  news|<aper  men,  and  have  l.irge 
number  of  friends  in  and  out  of  the  newspaper  fra- 
ternity. The  following  bill  of  fare  will  show  with 
what  spirit  the  guests  toasted  to  the  good  health 
and  long  lives  of  their  hosts; 

THE  VERY  LATEST. 

RESCUED  FROM  THE  WATERS. 

Oysters  with  Soup. 

KILLED  KEAK  CHICAGO. 

Lake  Trout  Baked. 

VICTIMS  OF  SKETHIN(i  N\'.\TERS. 

Chicken  with  Egg  Sauce. 
Leg  of   Mutton.  Caper  Sauce. 

SCIENTIFIC  SHOOTING. 

Glass  Balls  with  Cream. 

SHOT  DEAD  IS  SPORT. 

,Vild  Turke}'  Roasted,  with  Cranberry  Sauce. 
Roast  Mallard  Diu;k,   with  Currant  .Icily. 

A  FATAL  HOLOCAUST. 

Roast  Loin  of  Beef. 
Loin  of  Veal,  Plain  Dressing. 

FROM  THE  FAR  WEST. 

Haunch  of  Venison  Roasted. 

Mountain  Squirrel. 

Wild  Pigeons  on  Toast. 

THE  liRE.\T  .lOINT  DISCUSSION. 

Roast  Chicken,  Oyster  Dressing. 
Pigeon  Pie. 


Filets  of  Duckling. 

Salmi  of  Wild  Pigeon. 

a(;ricultural  congress. 

Sweet  Potatoes.  Mashed  Potatoes. 

Boiled  Onions.  Boiled  Potatoes. 

Turnips.  Corn.  Sauer  Kraut. 

A  MI.\ED.\F?"A1R. 

Lobster  Salad.  Oyster  Patties.  Sala>I. 

^Nlayonaise  of  Chicken.  Vol  au  Vents,  gar- 

nished with  Macedonia  Fruits. 

PERSONAL    PdlNTS. 

Boston  Cream  Puffs. 

A  LOVERS  I'OEM. 

Ox-Heart,  Braized,  Ella  Wheeler. 

A  STRc;)NG  SUSPICION. 

Macaroni  and  Cheese. 

LOC'AL  LAY  OUTS. 

Lemon  Pie.  Pumpkin  Pie.  Mince  Pie. 

PROHIBITION  POINTS. 

Water.  Tea.  Coffee.  Milk. 

THE  MARKETS. 

Apples.       Nuts.       Raisins.       Grapes.       Oranges. 

WINE  LIST. 

Vinegar  Bitters.  Wine  of  Tar.  Baby's  Bull 

Syrup  Squills  with  Epicac. 

POPULAR  FLOODS. 

Olson's  Favorite,  Goode's  Fighter.  Sanford's 
Contortionist,  Kent's  Commentary,  McCracken's 
Dude,  Painter's  Paralyzer,  Clarey's  Straight,  Ros- 
siter's  Turpentine,  Persinger's  Tornado,  McCube's 
Lower  Level,  Fairall's  Lightning,  Bishard's  Hospi- 
tal, Shaver's  Hard  Labor,  Ayers'  Itemizer  and 
Groves'  Anniliilalor.     All  warranted  to  Kill. 

At  the  opening  of  the  Twentieth  General  As- 
sembly Mr.  Bopp  w.as  elected  Secretary  of  the  rail- 
road committee  of  the  Senate  once  more,  and  also 
filled  the  same  position  in  the  Nineteenth  Assembly, 
in  connection  with  that  of  correspondent  to  the 
Burlington  Hairkeye,  Davenport  Gazette,  Dubuque 
Times,  Cedar  Rapids  Republican,  and  other  daily 
papers.  At  the  close  of  the  Twentieth  General  As- 
sembly he  accompanied  the  delegation  of  Iowa  phy- 
sicians on  their  excursion  to  the  International  INIedi- 
cal  Congress  at  Washington,  D.  C,  as  a  correspon- 
dent, and  after  the  close  of  the  convention,  spent  a 
month  in  the  Capital  Citj',  and  the  States  of  Virginia, 
North  and  South  Carolina,  returning  by  steamer 
from  Charleston  to  New  York,  and  visiting  Balti- 
more and  Philadelphia,  together  with  other  noted 
Eastern  cities.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  Con- 
gressional campaign  in  the  fall  of  1884,  and  in  the 
winter  following  attended  the  World's  Fair  at  New 
Orleans,  visiting  the  jetties  and  other  points  of  in- 
terest in  the  South.  On  again  reaching  home  he 
spent  the  summer  in  the  cultivation  of  his  father's 
farm  until  the  convening  of  the  Twenty-flrst  Geq. 
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eral  Assembly,  when  he  returned  to  Des  Moines  as  a 
correspondent,  furnishing  one  hundred  and  tweniy- 
four  weeklies  and  a  number  of  dailies  with  tlie 
Legislative  news.  After  the  adjournment  of  the 
Assembly  in  1886.  he  w.as  engaged  in  classifying 
the  private  letters  and  other  documents  in  the  Gov- 
ernor's office  during  the  remainder  of  the  year,  re- 
turning home  in  Februar}',  1887.  After  a  summer 
spent  In  agricultural  pursuits,  winter  again  finds 
him  in  the  Capital  City  of  the  State.  He  was  ap- 
pointed delegate  to  the  Inter-State  Deep  Harbor 
Convention,  and  subsequently  appointed  expert 
examiner  in  the  Smith-McPherson  defalcation  case, 
both  appointments  being  made  by  Gov.  Lanabee. 
Mr.  Bopp  has  achieved  quite  a  reputation  as  an 
orator,  though  he  has  given  no  attention  to  public 
speaking  for  several  jears.  He  is  too  well  known 
as  a  journalist  to  need  words  of  praise  here,  3'et  we 
would  say  that  the  honors  and  commendation  be- 
stowed ujion  hira  are  acknowledged  by  his  colleagues 
to  be  justly  deserved.  He  is  now  giving  his  atten- 
tion to  scientific  farming,  but  it  seems  almost  im- 
possible for  him  entirely  to  retire  from  journalistic 
work,  and  he  is  at  present  agricultural  editor  of  the 
West  Union  Gazette,  and  a  frequent  contributor  to 
other  papers  of  the  State.  As  a  business  man  his 
career  has  been  marked  with  the  strictest  ui)right- 
ness,  and  in  the  social  world  he  is  much  sought 
after,  his  experience,  his  travels,  his  humor  and 
bis  versatility  all  combining  to  make  him  a  most 
agreeable  and  entertaining  conversationalist. 

^' AMES  COONEY,  a  farmer  and  attorney-at- 
I  law,  of  Brush  Creek,  was  born  in  County 
Clair,  Irelanr!.  December  28,  18,51,  and  is  a 
(j^jl/  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Cusic)  Cooney. 
His  mother  died  in  the  old  country,  but  his  father 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America  and  spent  his  last 
days  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  They  were  the  parents  of 
four  children,  three  older  than  our  subject:  Michael, 
Patrick  and  Martin,  who  reside  In  Covington,  Ky., 
where  they  are  in  business. 

The  first  nine  years  of  his  life  our  subject  spent 
pn  the   Eroera^cl  Isle   and  tbep  alone  crossed  the 


ocean  to  America  to  live  with  an  aunt,  Margaret 
Ivoty,  who  resided  in  Sperry  Township,  Clayton 
County,  Iowa.  His  aunt  died  some  two  years  after 
his  arrival  and  he  then  went  to  Albany,  N.  Y., 
where  he  joined  his  two  brothers  and  remained 
there  about  one  year,  thence  he  went  to  Independ- 
ence, Ky.  He  there  attended  the  private  school 
conducted  by  William  P.  Jones  until  about  eight- 
een years  of  age,  making  his  home  upon  a  farm 
with  James  T.  Wayman,  a  good  Kentucky  farmer, 
where  he  secured  the  funds  necessary  to  pay  his 
tuition  while  continuing  his  studies  in  the  school. 
When  eighteen  years  of  .age  he  began  teaching, 
and  followed  that  profession  at  intervals  for  a  period 
of  three  jcars,  after  which  he  entered  Hollingsworth 
Commercial  College,  of  Covington,  Ky.,  to  take  a 
commercial  course,  but  w.as  hired  to  teach,  and 
before  he  left  that  institution  his  salary  was 
increased  to  $100  per  month.  We  next  find  him 
perfecting  himself  In  a  course  of  book-keeping  at 
Parshall's  Commercial  School,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
after  which  he  went  to  Kansas.  In  the  meantime, 
.about  1870,  he  began  to  read  law  wiili  Judge  Shaw, 
of  Independence,  Ky. 

In  the  fall  of  1871  our  subject  returned  to  Iowa 
and  accepted  the  position  as  teacher  in  the  public 
school  of  Elkader,  and  in  1872  and  1873  attended 
the  law  school  of  the  Iowa  State  University,  where 
he  completed  his  legal  studies  as  far  as  school  train- 
ing went,  although  he  never  gets  behind  in  the 
profession.  On  the  16lh  of  September,  1873,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Eilkader,  where  he  prac- 
ticed for  a  year  under  the  firm  name  of  King  & 
Cooney.  In  1874  he  came  to  Brush  Creek  where 
he  has  since  done  a  good  legal  liusiness.  In  1881 
he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  Federal  Courts 
of  the  United  States  and  Supreme  Court  of  Iowa. 

In  Brush  Creek,  on  the  25th  of  October,  1877, 
Mr.  Cooney  and  Miss  Ellen  Newton  were  united 
in  marriage.  She  was  born  In  this  county  April 
27,  18.59,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Palmer  F.  and  Har- 
riet M.  (Seeley)  Newton.  Her  father  was  born  in 
Allegany  County,  N.  Y.,  May  23,  1821,  and  on  the 
13th  of  February,  1841,  married  Miss  Seeley,  who 
was  born  in  Bradford  Count3%  Pa.,  November  13, 
1824.  Four  years  later  they  emigrated  to  Boone 
County,  lU.,  and  after  two  years  became  residents 
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of  Rock  County.  Wis.  On  llie  1 1  tli  of  November, 
1H47.  they  settled  in  Fnyette  County.  Iowa.  He 
was  a  tlirifty  farmer  and  liigldy  respected  eitizen. 
In  their  family  were  nine  children,  five  sons  and 
four  daujjhters.  of  whom  Mrs.  Cooney  was  sixth  in 
order  of  birtli.  Four  children  have  been  born  to 
our  subject  and  his  wife — Thomas,  Earl,  liessie  and 
Maggie. 

In  his  political  sentiments  Mr.  Cooney  is  a  lie 
])ublican.  lie  is  the  oldest  practitioner  now  living  in 
Brush  Creek,  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  count}',  and 
in  addition  to  his  legal  business,  deals  in  real  estate 
being  now  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land,  forty  of  which  lie  within  tlie  town 
corporation.  Financially,  educationally  and  pro- 
fessionally Mr.  Cooney  is  a  self-made  man  who, 
beginning  at  the  lower  round  of  the  ladder  has 
steadily  mounted  upward  until  he  has  reached  the 
plane  of  success  and  i)rosi)erity. 


-E^. 


^  AVID  KLMER  BAKER,  Mayor  of  Clermont, 
is  one  of  the  highly  esteemed  citizens  and 
honored  pioneers  of  Fayette  County.  lie  is 
ft  native  of  Champaign  County,  Ohio,  where  his 
birth  occurred  on  the  lOtli  of  January,  18301.  His 
parents,  also,  John  T.  and  Ann  .].  (Robinson) 
Baker,  were  natives  of  the  Buckeye  State,  whence 
they  removed  to  Rock  Grove,  III.,  and  in  1839 
to  Rock  County,  Wis.,  where  they  spent  their 
last  days.  His  mother  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-five 
years  in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist  Church,  of 
which  she  was  a  zealous  member.  She  left  seven 
children,  six  of  whom,  live  sons  and  a  daughter, 
are  j'et  living.  Mr.  Baker  afterwai'ds  wedded  Mrs. 
Sales,  and  unto  them  was  born  one  daughter.  His 
death  occurred  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years. 
He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church 
and  in  politics  was  a  Whig  and  Republican. 

Of  the  family,  our  subject  is  the  eldest.  He 
spent  his  boyhood  days  upon  his  father's  farm  and 
in  early  life  was  inured  to  the  hardships  of  the 
frontier  and  the  labors  attending  the  development 
iif  land  in  the  pioneer  regions.  His  education  was 
:;cquired   in  the   log  school   house  and  at  best  was 


but  meagre.  At  an  early  age  he  began  lear.iing 
the  cooper's  trade  which  he  followed  for  many 
years  in  pursuit  of  fortune.  On  the  7th  of  April, 
1853  he  was  united  in  the  holy  bond*  of  matrimony 
with  ^Vliss  Anna  Cox,  a  native  of  England,  born  in 
Devonshire,  on  the  14th  of  November,  1837.  She 
spent  the  first  thirteen  years  of  her  life  in  that 
country,  and  then  with  her  parents  came  to  the 
United  States. 

In  the  same  year  of  his  marriage,  Mr.  Baker 
came  to  Clermont  and  for  some  time  worked  at  his 
trade  of  coopering,  after  which  he  opened  a  meat 
market  that  he  has  now  carried  on  for  the  long 
period  of  twenty  years.  As  a  business  man,  he  is 
enterprising  and  sagacious  and  attends  carefully  to 
all  details.  However  he  has  founr^  time  to  devote 
to  public  interests  and  h.is  been  honored  with  a 
number  of  otficial  positions,  having  been  Justice  of 
the  I'eace  six  yeSrs,  Township  Trustee  and  Mayor. 
The  two  last  named  offices  he  yet  fills,  being  now 
in  his  eighth  year  of  service  as  Mayor  of  Clermont. 
His  long  continuance  in  the  same  office  expresses 
the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  the  voters  of  the 
town  and  his  faithfulness  to  duty.  Politically,  he 
was  a  Republican  until  the  passage  of  the  prohibi- 
tion law  since  which  time  he  has  supported  the 
Democratic  party.  Socially,  he  is  an  Odd  Fellow 
and  his  wife  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Church. 


-5-H^=&^=#4-4— 


/p^EORGE  T.  DESCENT,  proprietor  of  the 
11  ^j7  Descent  House,  of  West  Union,  was  born  in 

^^4  Niagara  District,  Brant  County,  Canada. 
January  19,  1824,  and  is  a  son  of  Thomas  and 
Mary  (Grinney)  Descent.  He  w.as  reared  to  man- 
hood in  his  native  land,  his  boyhood  days  being 
unmarked  by  any  event  of  si)eeial  importance. 
During  his  youth  he  served  an  apprenticeship  to  the 
carpenter's  trade  and  for  some  3'ears  followed  that 
occupation.  He  was  married  on  the  7th  of  June. 
1847,  to  Miss  Chloe  Chapman,  and  after  making 
their  home  for  thirteen  years  in  Canada  in  I860 
the}'  came  to  Iowa,  choosing  Fayette  County  as 
the  scene  of  their  future  labors.  Mr.  Descent  pur- 
chased a  farm  in  Bethel  Township  and  engaged  in 
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the  cultivation  of  Ins  land  until  1872,  wlien  he 
removed  to  West  Union  and  l)onghl  into  tlie  hotel 
business.  His  first  house  was  an  old  wooden  struc- 
ture, which  he  occupied  until  187."),  when  he  built 
the  present  elegant  three-stor^'  brick  known  as  the 
Descent  House.  The  house  is  60x76  feet  on  the 
ground,  having  three  stories  and  a  basement,  with 
thirtj'  sleeping  rooms,  good  sample  rooms  and  is 
complete  in  its  appointments.  The  Descent  House 
can  accommodate  from  forty-five  to  fifty  guests 
with  comfort  and  is  one  of  the  popular  hotels  of 
Fayette  County. 

Mrs.  Descent  died  in  West  Union  on  the  16th  of 
July,  1861,  leaving  five  children,  three  sons  and 
two  daughters:  Wellington,  the  eldest,  married 
Miss  Palmer  and  is  living  in  Wisconsin;  Phoebe 
became  the  wife  of  Lorenzo  Searles,  who  resides  in 
Superior,  Wis.;  Allen  married  P^liza  Bellmeyer.and 
makes  his  home  in  West  Union;  Uoxalana  is  the 
wife  of  Samuel  Cloyer,  the  present  manager  of  the 
Descent  House;  Edgar  N.,  who  completes  the  fam- 
ily, is  now  in  New  Mexico.  In  September,  1863, 
Mr.  Descent  was  again  married,  his  second  union 
being  with  Miss  Sophronia  Brown,  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State,  born  in  Steuben  County.  In  polities 
he  is  a  Democrat,  is  a  genial,  kindly  man,  honor- 
able and  upright  in  all  his  business  affairs.  His 
courteous  manner  made  him  popular  as  a  land- 
lord and  won  friends  for  the  Descent  House.  He 
spares  no  pains  for  the  entertainment  and  comfort 
of  his  guests  and  the  patronage  which  is  accorded 
him  by  the  traveling  public  is  riclily  merited. 
Among  his  neighbors  and  fellow-citizens  he  is 
'       highly  esteemed. 


\]Hy)YRON  MABON,  dealer  in  live-stock,  of 
Jl^C^  Hawkeye,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Kane  County, 
l(fM)ll,  III.,  March  4,  1857,  and  is  a  son  of  Thomas 
^^<^  C.  and  Julia  A.  (McMasters)  Mabon.  His 
father  was  born  in  Schenectady  County,  N.  Y., 
March  14,  1811,  and  his  mother  in  the  same 
county  on  the  13th  of  January,  1819,  of  German 
parentage.  The  Slabon  family  was  of  Scotch  ori- 
gin. Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Mabon  were  born 


nine  children,  three  sons  and  six  daughters.  Mar- 
garet A.,  the  eldest,  was  born  in  Schenectady 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1838,  is  now  the  wife  of  Henry 
Wilkinson,  of  Aurora,  III.,  by  whom  she  has  three 
children,  a  son  and  two  daughters.  They  also  lost 
three  children.  Mr.  Wilkinson  is  a  trusted  employe 
in  the  car  shops  of  Aurora,  where  he  has  been 
engaged  for  thirty  consecutive  years.  George  W., 
liorn  April  15,  1840,  resides  on  a  farm  in  Center 
Township.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
being  Augusta  Howard,  of  Kane  County,  111.,  who 
died  March  21,  1887,  at  the  age  of  forty  years. 
In  September,  1887,  he  married  Mrs.  Jessie  Aver- 
rill,  daughter  of  George  and  Laura  E.  McFall. 
He  and  his  son,  E.  A.,  are  stock  dealers  of  Hawk- 
Hawkeye.  Susan,  who  was  born  in  1842,  is  the 
wife  of  Carroll  llovvard,  of  Gault,  Whiteside 
County,  111.,  and  unto  them  have  been  born  nine 
children,  four  sons  and  five  daughters.  Arabella, 
born  in  1844,  is  the  wife  of  Ephraim  Cornwell,  of 
Winona.  Minn.,  and  unto  them  have  been  born 
seven  children,  of  whom  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
are  yet  living.  Mr.  Cornwell  is  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business.  John  P.,  born  February  13, 
1846,  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Jacksonbnrg,  Smith 
County,  Kan.  He  wedded  Anna  Tcets,  daughter 
of  Andrew  and  Olive  Teets,  by  whom  he  had  four 
children,  one  son  and  one  daughter  yet  living. 
Katie  J.,  born  in  April,  1850,  died  in  February, 
1868.  Elizabeth,  born  March  11,  1853,  is  the 
wife  of  Benjamin  Curloy,  a  lumber  merchant  of 
Fairhaven,  Wash.,  and  unto  them  have  been  born 
two  sons  and  a  daughter,  but  one  child  was  killed 
by  lightning  in  Winona,  Minn.  Ida,  wife  of  George 
Austin,  a  farmer  of  Randalia,  Iowa,  was  born  in 
Kane  County,  111.,  in  1855,  and  they  are  the  par- 
ents of  three  children,  a  son  and  twin  daughters. 

Byron  Mabon,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  is 
the  youngest  of  the  family  of  nine.  The  first 
twelve  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  his  native 
State  and  on  the  Oth  of  May,  1869,  he  accompanied 
his  parents  to  Iowa,  the  family  locating  near  Brush 
Creek,  in  this  county, where  they  resided  two  years, 
removing  at  the  end  of  that  time  to  a  farm  in  Cen- 
ter Township.  Byron  received  liberal  educational 
advantages.  Having  attained  to  years  of  maturity- 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Laura  E.  Mc- 
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Fall,  daughter  of  George  and  Laura  E.  (Barstow) 
McFall,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ohio,  the 
former  born  February  22,  1829,  and  the  latter 
December  25,  1836.  They  were  married  in  Octo- 
In-r,  1858,  at  Lancaster,  Wis.,  wliere  six  daughters 
were  born  unto  them — Mrs.  Mabcn,  who  was  born 
August  6,  1859,  being  the  eldest.  Jessie  G.,  born 
August  31,  1861,  is  the  wife  of  G.  W.  Mabon,  pre- 
vioush"  mentioned  in  tliis  sketch;  Addie,  born 
.September  17,  1863.  is  the  wife  of  Chester  Miner, 
of  Hawkeye,  ami  they  have  one  son  and  two 
dangliters:  Inez,  wife  of  Charles  Merry  who  is 
engaged  in  tiie  creamery  business  at  Plattsville, 
Wis.,  was  born  October  14,  1864,  and  is  now  the 
mother  of  two  children,  one  living:  Luna,  born 
May  23,  1871.  is  at  home.  The  mother  of  this 
family  died  March  23,  1873,  and  in  March,  1880, 
Mr.  McFall  wedded  Martha  Bushnell,  by  whom  he 
has  three  children — Edward,  born  in  February, 
1881;  Sadie,  born  in  1884;  and  Jennie,  born  in 
1887.  Mr.  McFall  holds  the  position  of  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Insane  Hospital  and  County  Farm 
of  Grant  County,  Wis.  George  McFall  w.as  in 
the  employ  of  the  Government  as  Surveyor  of 
Oregon,  California  and  Washington  Territory,  and 
w.-is  in  Omaha,  Neb.,  when  there  was  but  one 
house  there. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mabon  also  have  an  interesting 
family  of  four  children — George,  born  Jlarch  23, 
1877;  Katie  J.,  July  26,  1879;  Thomas  C,  Sep- 
tember 6,  1887;  and  Edna,  January  24,  1890.  The 
family  circle  yet  remains  unbroken  and  in  the 
midst  of  the  little  group  which  gathers  around  the 
fireside  is  seen  Grandpa  Mabon,  father  of  our 
sul)ject,  who  finds  there  a  pleasant  home  where  he 
is  loved  and  revered  b}'  cliildren  and  grandchildren. 

As  before  stated  Mr.  Mabon  is  engaged  in  rais- 
ing speed  horses  and  now  has  on  hand  two  fine 
racers — ''Sorrel  Mack"  and  ''Brown  Moak,"  for 
which  he  has  refused  excellent  prices.  He  em- 
ploys a  regular  trainer  and  uses  a  private  track. 
He  has  just  completed  a  barn  30x60  feet  for  the 
accommodation  of  transients  and  for  his  own  use. 
He  buys  and  ships  to  market  $20,000  dollars  worth 
of  stock  annuallj',  dealing  largely  in  horses  and 
cattle.  He  is  known  over  a  large  radius  of  coun- 
try contiguous  to  his  shipping  points  at  Hawkeye, 


Fayette,  Randalia  and  West  LTnion,  and  is  regarded 
as  an  upright,  honorable  man  who  in  his  business 
overreaches  no  one  but  pays  the  highest  price 
the  market  affords.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch 
Republican  an<l  in  his  religious  views  is  liberal 
but  with  due  reverence  and  respect  for  honest 
Christian  endeavor.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Relief 
Lodge,  No.  138,  L  O.  O.  F.,  of  Hawkeye,  and  is  a 
genial,  whole-souled  gentleman  whose  friendship 
and  good-will  are  desired  b}'  all.  He  has  just  com- 
pleted a  commodious  and  elegant  residence  in  the 
town  of  Hawkeye  which  is  two  stories  in  height, 
the  main  part  of  the  building  being  18x26  feet 
and  the  L  16x20.  It  is  finished  in  the  most 
approved  style  of  modern  architecture  and  is  now 
the  finest  residence  in  the  city. 


ylLLIS  L.  WELLS  is  the  owner  of  a  fine 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres 
situated  on  section  7,  Dover  Township. 
He  was  born  in  Ohio,  June  26,  1827,  and  is  a  son  of 
William  and  Elizabeth  (Wood)  Wells,  the  former 
born  in  Ohio  in  1798,  and  the  latter  in  Pennsyl- 
vania in  1795.  Both  were  of  Englisli  descent. 
Their  family  numbered  seven  children,  six  sons  aM<l 
one  daugliter — Lorenzo  Dow,  James  A.,  Willis  L., 
Jesse  William,  Simeon,  and  Elizabeth  C.  The  living 
are  Simeon  who  is  residing  in  Farmiugton,  Van 
Buren  Countj',  Iowa,  and  our  subject. 

Willis  L.  Wells  has  been  a  resident  of  Iowa 
since  1858,  when  he  located  in  Alden,  Hardin 
County.  The  following  year  he  came  to  this 
county  and  soon  afterwards  moved  to  the  farm  in 
Dover  Township,  which  has  since  been  his  home. 
He  was  married  in  Will  County,  111.,  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Kirkpatrick,  daughter  of  George  and  Jemima 
(Newman)  Kirkpatrick,  on  the  7th  of  March,  1848. 
The  lady  was  liorn  in  Fountain  County,  Ind., 
March  27,  1828.  Her  father  was  born  in  1790.  and 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  AVar  of  1812.  In  the 
family  were  four  sons  and  four  daughters — Kebeccn. 
Joseph,  Andrew,  Hannah,  Elizabeth,  John.  AIar\- 
Ann  and  James,  but  only  John  and  Andrew  .-ire 
now  living,  the  former  residing   on   a    farm    luar 
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Fairfiekl,  ^'eb.,  and  the  latter  being  a  resilient  uf 
]\fa(lison  Count}-.  Iowa.  The  wife  of  our  subject 
(lied  July  2-J,  1883,  at  her  home  in  Dover  Town- 
ship, and  her  loss  was  deeply  mourned  by  many 
friends.  By  her  marriage  she  became  the  mother 
of  nine  children — Elizabeth  C.  who  was  born  in 
Lake  County,  Ind.,  December  20,  1848,  became  the 
wife  of  Joseph  W.  Stirk,  April  7,  1870,  and  resides 
in  Madison  Ci)unly,  Xeb.  They  had  nine  cliildren, 
seven  of  whom  are  yet  living.  Mr.  .Stirk  is  a 
farmer  by  occupation  and  has  been  a  prominent 
personage  in  political  circles,  having  represented  his 
county  in  the  State  Legislature  of  Nebraska. 
Adolia  Ann,  who  was  born  in  Will  Count}-,  111., 
July  27,  1851,  lives  at  home  with  her  father;  Len- 
oria  Alice,  burn  in  Kankakee  County,  111.,  July  13, 
1853,  became  the  wife  of  William  K.  Kaslon,  March 
15,  1876,  and  resided  in  W^est  Union  until  her 
death,  wliicli  occurred  February  15,  1878;  James 
■William,  born  in  Kankakee  County,  III.,  August  27, 
1855,  was  married  March  6,  1882,  to  Thurby  Olesen, 
who  died  of  quick  consumption  August  29,  1889, 
leaving  two  daughters.  His  home  is  uow  in  Madi- 
son County,  Neb. ;  .Sarah  Ellen,  born  October  13, 
1857,  in  Kankakee  County,  III.,  became  the  wife  of 
G.  W.  Lee,  February  14,  1875,  and  resides  in  Mad- 
ison County,  Neb.  They  have  four  living  children 
and  have  lost  one.  Mar}'  Albinn,  born  in  this 
county,  September  6,  1860,  was  married  December 
25,  1884,  to  Jacob  ^\^  Tope,  a  farmer  residing  on 
section  19,  Dover  Township,  and  unto  them  have 
been  born  two  children,  Susie  E.  and  Glen  H.  Jem- 
ima Elva,  born  in  Fayette  County,  November  6, 
18C2,  is  living  in  Madison  County,  Neb.,  with  her 
husband,  Samuel  Inkle}-.  They  wore  married  De- 
cember 13,  1887,  and  hare  two  daughters:  Florence 
Ida,  born  in  this  county,  January  31,  1865,  became 
the  wife  of  Amos  Shaw,  May  5,  1887,  and  they 
reside  with  their  child  in  El  Dorado.  Willis  Hardy, 
who  was  born  May  5,  1867,  resides  .it  home.  He 
is  a  worthy  member  of  Round  Grove  Lodge,  No. 
41,1.  O.  O.  F.,  of  West  Union. 

Mr.  Wells'  farm  is  under  a  good  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, highly  improved  and  pleasantly  located.  It 
is  furnished  with  good  buildings  and  all  necessary 
conveniences  for  successful  and  profitable  farming, 
I  nd   the   success    which  crowns    his  efforts   is  the 


reward  of  his  industry  and  enterprise.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  School  Boanl  for  many  years, 
has  over  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  educational 
affairs,  is  a  defender  of  the  public  schools  and  its 
interests,  and  does  all  in  his  power  to  secure  good 
schools  and  better  wages  for  teachers.  In  the  fall 
of  1888  he  was  elected  by  the  Republican  party  as 
a  member  of  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors, 
and  has  filled  that  important  office  for  nearly  three 
years  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  constituents. 
For  the  present  year  he  is  chairman  of  the  board 
and  has  supervision  of  the  northern  district  of  the 
county  in  regard  to  its  bridges  and  public  roads. 
He  lives  at  peace  with  his  neighbors  and  has  the 
esteem  and  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in 
contact. 


■*  f^TLLIAM  P.  TRUESDELL,  who  is  engaged 
\^//  in  farming  on  section  6,  Putnam  Township, 
^/^  is  a  native  of  Ohio.  He  was  born  in  Men- 
tor Township,  Lake  (bounty,  November  12,  1840. 
His  grandfather,  who  was  born  in  the  North  of 
Ireland  was  a  sea  captain  during  the  earlier  part  of 
his  life.  He  became  a  resident  of  America  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century  and  spent 
his  last  days  in  Ohio.  There  were  three  children 
in  his  family:  Emeline,  who  died  in  New  York; 
Verdine,  who  died  in  Wisconsin;  and  William 
Raymond,  father  of  our  subject.  The  mother  died 
when  her  sons  were  quite  small  and  the  two 
brothers  were  bound  out  to  farmers  by  whom  they 
were  reared.  W^illiam  R.  spent  the  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth  upon  a  new  farm  in  Ohio,  and 
received  a  fair  education.  On  attaining  his  ma- 
jority he  began  life  for  himself  as  a  miller.  He 
was  an  excellent  mechanic  and  became  an  expert 
millwright.  That  business  he  followed  during  the 
greater  part  of  his  life.  Emigrating  west  in  1848, 
he  settled  in  Waushara  County,  Wis.,  where  he 
spent  his  last  days,  running  a  brick-yard.  He  died 
in  1852,  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Emeline  Palmer,  was  a  native  of 
New  York,  but  at  an  early  day  accompanied  her 
parents  to  Ohio,  where  she  became  the  wife  of  Mr, 
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Tiuesdell.  She  died  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  wliither 
she  removed  after  llic  death  of  her  husband.  Both 
were  members  of  the  Christian  Cliurch  and  in 
politics  he  was  a  Whig.  Their  familj'  numbered 
four  children  who  grew  to  mature  years:  William, 
of  this  sketch:  Verdine  A.,  who  served  in  the 
Twentieth  Ohio  Batterj'  during  the  late  war  and  is 
now  an  engineer  of  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Mary 
E.  Hruner,  of  Burns,  Marion  County,  Kan.;  and 
Benjamin,  an  engineer,  millwright  and  carpenter  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Our  subject  spent  the  days  of  his  l)oyhood  and 
youth  in  Ohio  and  Wisconsin  and  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools.  Before  leaving  his  native  State 
he  remembers  attending  a  protracted  meeting  held 
by  Alexander  Campbell,  the  founder  of  the  Chris- 
tian Churcli  in  this  country,  and  President  James 
A.  Garfield,  whose  fame  at  that  time  extended  little 
beyond  the  comniunit3'  in  which  he  resided.  It 
was  necessary,  his  mother  being  a  widow,  that 
W'illiam  Truesdell  begin  life  for  himself  at  the 
age  of  twelve  years.  He  worked  as  a  farm  hand 
during  the  summer  months  and  attended  school 
during  the  winter  season  until  seventeen  years  of 
age,  when  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  giving 
his  time  and  attention  to  that  business  until  the 
1st  of  Sei)tember,  1861,  when  prompted  by  patri- 
otic impulses,  he  responded  to  his  country's  call 
for  trooi)S  and  enlisted  at  Beaver  Dam,  in  Com- 
pan}'  C,  First  Wisconsin  Cavalry.  The  regiment 
spent  the  wintiu'  in  drill  at  Kenosha  and  in  the 
early  spring  vvas  ordered  to  St.  Louis  where  the 
men  were  mounted  and  eijuipped  for  service.  They 
proceeded  to  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  and  spent  a 
year  and  a  lialf  in  that  State  fighting  the  guerrillas, 
during  which  time  they  were  besieged  b}'  Marma- 
dukc.  Thej'  were  then  transferred  to  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland,  and  after  the  battle  of  Chieka- 
mauga  proceetled  to  East  Tennessee  to  raise  the 
siege  of  Knoxville.  Subsequently  they  joined 
Sherman,  at  Dalton,  Ca.,  and  during  the  entire 
Atlanta  campaign  they  were  almo.st  continuously 
under  fire.  On  the  1st  of  September,  IStSl,  William 
Truesdell  was  mustered  out  of  service  at  Carters- 
ville,  Ga..  after  three  years  spent  on  Southern  soil. 
His  regiment  lost  heavily  but  he  escaped  uninjured. 

On  receiving  his  discharge  Mr.  Truesdell  returned 


to  Ohio,  where  on  the  25th  of  March,  1865,  he  was 
joined  in  wedlock  with  Olive  Lander.  He  followed 
car|)entering  in  the  Buckeye  State  until  1868,  when 
he  came  to  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  and  settled  upon 
the  farm  which  is  yet  his  home.  His  wife  died  in 
1870.  I'nto  them  were  born  two  children,  William 
and  Sadie,  but  both  are  now  deceased.  On  the  21st 
of  February,  1874,  in  Michigan.  Mr.  Truesdell 
married  Hannah,  daughter  of  James  and  Hannah 
Silburn.  She  was  born  in  Mayfield,  Ohio,  and  the}' 
were  companions  during  childhood.  Her  father, 
a  n.ative  of  Yorkshire,  England,  served  as  hostler 
for  one  of  the  noblemen  in  his  native  land.  His 
father  died  before  he  was  born  of  smallpox  aud  his 
mother  of  the  same  disease  when  he  was  three 
v/eeks  old.  He  became  a  splendid  horseman  and 
retained  bis  position  until  1830,  when  he  married 
Hannah  Milner,  a  native  of  Yorkshire,  and  came 
to  America.  He  located  near  Cleveland,  then  a 
small  hamlet,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  lives.  The  father,  who  was  born  in  1800, 
died  at  the  age  of  eight3r.six  years,  and  the  death 
of  his  wife  occurred  in  1863.  He  was  an  indus- 
trious and  enterprising  citizen  and  became  a  sub- 
stantial farmer  of  that  community,  his  success 
being  due  entirely  to  his  own  efforts,  his  business 
ability  and  good  management.  He  was  aFreesoiler 
anil  Republican  in  politics  and  both  he  and  his 
wife  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Their  family  numbered  eight  children: 
William,  who  served  in  the  Seventy-fourth  Indiana 
Infantry  and  died  during  the  service;  James,  of  In- 
diana; John,  who  served  four  ^ears  in  the  One 
Hundred  and  Third  Ohio  Regiment  and  is  now 
living  in  Michigan;  Peter  and  Martha  who  make 
their  home  in  Indiana;  Hannah,  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; Mrs.  Elizabeth  Evans,  of  Indiana;  and  Alice 
who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Truesdell  have  been  born 
five  children,  three  sons  and  two  daughters:  Olive 
May,  James  Verdine,  Stephen  F'.,  Raymond  S.,  and 
Viola  11.,  all  of  whom  are  j'et  at  home.  The  farm 
on  which  the  family  lives,  when  it  came  into  the 
possession  of  our  subject,  was  wild  and  unim- 
proved but  now  he  owns  two  hundred  and  fort3' 
acres,  richly  cultivated.  In  connection  with  gen- 
eral farming  he  is  engaged  in  dairying  and  is  doing 
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a  good  business  in  that  line.  Socially,  lie  is  a  mem- 
bei'  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  of  Brush  Creek,  and 
of  the  Grand  Army  Post  at  that  place.  For  two 
years  he  has  served  as  one  of  the  soldiers'  relief 
cornniissiouers  of  the  county  and  has  been  reap- 
pointed to  the  position.  Since  casting  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  Lincoln  in  18G4,  he  has  been 
a  stanch  Republican,  warmly  advocating  the  jiarty 
principles.  lie  served  as  census  ennumerator  in  Scott 
Township  in  1890,  for  four  years  has  been  Justice 
of  the  Peace  and  is  also  Trustee  of  Putnam  Town- 
ship. For  three  years  during  the  late  war  he  fol- 
lowed the  old  flag,  making  for  himself  an  honorable 
war  record  while  valiantly  aiding  his  country  to 
crush  out  the  rebellion. 


""SI^ 


\i| — !l  W.  FOX,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  and 
1^  stock  raising  on  section  21,  Center  Town- 
j^^i  ship,  is  numbered  among  the  honored  pio- 
neers of  this  count}',  dating  his  residence  from 
1856,  when  leaving  De  Kalb' County,  111.,  he  came 
to  Iowa,  and  settled  upon  his  present  farm.  A 
wild  and  almost  unpopulated  tract  of  land  then 
comprised  the  county,  the  [jrairies  were  yet  in  their 
primitive  condition,  the  settlements  were  widely 
scattered,  man}'  of  its  thriving  villages  had  not 
yet  sprung  into  existence  and  little  promise  was 
given  of  the  rapid  advancement  soon  to  be  made. 
It  required  hard  and  unremitting  toil  to  bring 
about  the  transformation  which  placed  the  county 
on  a  par  with  any  in  the  State  and  it  was  the  pio- 
neers who  bore  the  burden.  To  them  we  owe  a 
debt  of  gratitude  which  can  never  be  repaid,  but 
we  can  hand  down  their  names  to  posterity  and  they 
will  ever  be  gratefully  remembered. 

Our  subject,  who  has  been  identified  with  the 
history  of  the  county  for  about  thirty-five  years, 
was  born  in  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1829,  and 
is  a  son  of  Jacob  Fox.  We  have  no  authentic 
record  concerning  the  origin  of  the  family  but 
know  tliat  the  American  branch  is  of  Irish-English 
descent.  The  father  of  our  subject  who  was  born 
in  New  Hampshire,  made  farming  his  occupation 
throuirh  life.     In  his  native  State  he  married  Miss 


Susan  Parker,  soon  after  which  they  removed  to 
New  York,  and  in  1852  became  residents  of  Illi- 
nois. Four  years  later  we  find  them  in  Fayette 
County,  residing  on  a  farm  in  Fairfield  Townshi|). 
However,  the  deatli  of  Mr.  Fox  occurred  in  Wis- 
consin, in  1870,  his  wife  dying  in  this  county  the 
following  year.  Their  family  numbered  eight 
children,  four  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Stephen, 
who  is  married  and  resides  in  Cherokee  County, 
Iowa;  Daniel,  who  is  married  and  makes  his  home 
in  the  same  county;  E.  W.,  of  this  sketch,  who  was 
the  seventh  in  order  of  birth;  and  John,  who  is 
married  and  resides  in  Cherokee  Count}'. 

Conning  the  elementary  branches  of  Englis'a 
learning  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  State 
and  aiding  his  father  in  the  labors  of  the  farm,  E. 
W.  Fox  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth. 
On  attaining  his  majority  he  started  westward,  his 
destination  being  Illinois,  where  he  spent  some 
four  years.  He  then  came  to  Fa}ette  County, 
Iowa,  and  purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  raw  land  on  section  21,  Center  Township.  Hardly 
a  furrow  liad  been  turned  and  the  place  was  en- 
tirely destitute  of  improvement,  but  ere  many 
years  had  passed  a  well  cultivated  farm  was  seen 
in  the  place  of  that  unimproved  tract.  He  has 
built  a  good  residence  and  barn,  his  fields  are  highly 
improved  aud  he  is  recognized  as  a  progressive  and 
enterprising  farmer.  Although  he  has  devoted 
himself  energetically  to  his  work  he  has  yet  found 
time  to  give  to  public  interests,  and  when  called 
upon  to  aid  in  the  advancement  of  any  enterprise 
calculated  to  benefit  the  community  he  has  eyer 
cheerfully  responded.  He  votes  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party  but  has  never  sought  or  desired  public 
otlice  being  content  to  do  what  he  can  for  the  com- 
munity and  for  the  interests  of  his  family.  He  has 
won  the  regard  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  con- 
tact and  the  entire  community  knows  him  as  an 
upright,  honorable  man. 

Mr.  Fox  was  married  in  this  county  in  1863,  to 
Mrs.  Lavina  Hill,  daughter  of  Clark  and  Hannah 
(tiuint)  Roberts,  who  vvere  natives  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  came  to  this  county  at  an  early  day. 
Both  are  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Fox  was  also  born 
in  tlie  Granite  State  and  in  1845  became  the  wife 
of  Benjamin    Hill,    a    native    of  Vermont.     They 
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were  married  in  Kew  Ilampsliiro,  where  liis  (Urith 
Ofcurreil.  Of  llint  union  was  born  one  cliild,  Eraiiin 
Hill,  who  will)  her  maternal  grandparents  caine  to 
this  county,  and  is  now  living  with  her  step  father. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fox  was  also  born  a  daughter, 
Carrie,  now  Mrs.  Fordyce.  of  Center  Township. 
The  mother,  a  most    estimable    lady,  died   in  1888. 


Vt/OHN  S.SAMPSON,  one  of  the  oldest  hoot 
and  shoe  merchants  of  Fayette  County,  set- 
tled in  West  Union,  in  May  1854,  and  since 
that  time  has  carried  on  business  in  his  pres- 
ent line,  covering  a  period  of  thirt}'-six  consecutive 
years.  The  history  of  the  business  men  of  tiie 
county  would  be  incomplete  without  his  sketch,  and 
it  is  with  pleasure  that  we  present  to  the  readers  of 
this  Album  a  short  record  of  his  life  work. 

Mr.  Sampson  is  a  native  of  England,  born  in 
Churalcigh,  Devonshire,  on  the  15th  of  May,  1829. 
His  parents,  John  and  Ann  (Snell)  Sampson  were 
also  born  in  the  same  sliire.  He  was  reared  and 
e<lueated  in  his  native  count}'  where  he  served  a 
regular  apprenticeshii)  to  the  shoemaker's  trade. 
When  a  young  man  of  twenty-two  years,  he  bade 
good-b}-  to  home  and  native  land  and  in  the  s()ring 
of  1851  emigrated  to  America.  After  s|)ending 
some  time  in  travel,  he  located  in  Bellcvue,  Ohio, 
where  he  remained  three  j'ears,  working  at  his 
trade.  In  that  State  in  Maj',  1854,  he  led  to  the 
marri.age  altar  Miss  Mary  Jane  Hale,  daughter  of 
•lohn  and  Mary  Hale.  She  is  a  native  of  the  same 
town  in  which  her  husband  was  born  and  the  spring 
of  1851  witnessed  her  emigration  to  America. 
Their  union  was  blessed  with  five  children,  three 
sons  and  two  daughter,'!.  Albert  S.,  the  eldest, 
l)orn  .Inly  2,  1855,  died  on  the  20ih  of  the  same 
month;  Clarence  A.,  born  March  12,  1857.  died 
December  4.  1858;  Clara  L.,  born  May  G,  1859; 
Florence  Edna,  born  June  23,  18Gl;Fred  H.,  the 
yiHingest,  a  most  promising  young  man  of  super- 
ior ability  and  merit,  w.as  born  April  25,  1863,  and 
died  June  7,  1880.  Mrs.  Sampson,  who  was  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Chnrcli  and   a  con- 


sistent Christian   woman,  died  April  7,  1865,  and 
her  loss  was  mourned  by  .all  who  knew  her. 

Mr.  Sampson  was  reared  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Episcopal  Church,  but  is  inclined  to  be  liberal 
in  his  views  on  the  subject  of  religion.  On  com- 
ing to  America  he  identified  himself  with  the 
Republican  part}'  and  has  since  been  one  of  its 
stanch  supporters  but  has  never  been  an  aspirant 
for  the  honors  or  emoluments  of  public  office.  He 
is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  holding  membershi[)  in 
West  Union  Lodge,  No.  69,  A.  F.  ct  A.  M.  anil 
Decorah  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.  Mr.  Sampson  has  led 
a  busy  and  useful  life  and  has  conducted  his  affairs 
on  correct  business  princii)les.  His  course  has  been 
uniformly  upright  and  the  success  which  he  has 
attained  has  been  won  by  close  application  to 
details,  and  a  tliorough  knowledge  of  his  business 
and  strict  integrity.  He  is  now  the  oldest  mer- 
chant in  continued  j'ears  of  service  in  Fayette 
County.  As  a  citizen  he  is  faithful  to  all  his 
duties  and  his  warm  support  is  given  to  every 
enterprise  or  interest  calculated  to  advance  the 
general  welfare. 


AJ.  JOSEPH  W.  MERRILL,  station  agent 
of  Fayette,  Iowa,  for  the  Chicago,  Mil- 
'\  waukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad  Company,  has 
held  the  position  since  1887,  and  is  a 
trusted  emphnc  of  the  road.  He  was  born  in  New- 
buryport,  Essex  County,  Mass.,  January  8,  1828. 
and  his  parents  were  Ezra  P.  and  Sarah  (Howard) 
Merrill,  who  were  also  natives  of  Essex  County. 
The  mother  and  son  were  born  in  the  same  house 
which  was  the  home  of  his  parents  until  the  close 
of  their  lives.  Mr.  Merrill  died  in  1864,  and  his 
wife  ii.assed  away  four  years  later. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  his  native  town,  and  when  grown  to  man- 
hood engaged  in  wholesale  shoe  manufacturing  at 
Haverhill,  Mass.  In  1858  he  emigrated  to  Illinois, 
settling  in  Neponset,  Bureau  County,  where  he 
continued  to  make  his  home  until  the  breaking  out 
of  the  late  war,  when  his  earnest  patriotism  leii 
him  to  raise  a  company   of  which    he   was   elected 
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Ca[)tain  and  which  was  mustered  into  service  as 
Company  I,  of  the  Twentj'-Seventh  Illinois  Infan- 
try. His  commission  was  dated  August  20,  1801, 
and  in  the  following  February  he  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  Major  and  assigned  to  the  staff  of  Gen. 
W.  K.  Strong,  where  he  served  as  Provost  Marshal. 
On  May  15,  1863,  he  was  transferred  at  Cairo  to 
the  staff  of  Gen.  J.  M.  Tuttle,  by  whom  he  was 
appointed  Provost  INIarshal  of  the  Third  Division 
of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  which  position  he 
held  until  after  the  fall  of  Vicksburg,  July  4,  18(53, 
when  he  was  forced  to  resign  on  account  of  the 
seriously  impaired  condition  of  his  health.  His 
resignation  was  accepted  in  the  following  August, 
and  he  was  taken  home  presumably  to  die,  but  he 
agreeablj'  disappointed  his  friends  by  slowly  re- 
gaining his  healtii,  sufficientl}'  to  admit  of  his  doing 
light  work  on  a  farm. 

In  April,  1864,  Maj.  Merrill  entered  the  service  of 
the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  (.^uincy  Railroad  Com- 
pany as  brakesman,  was  soon  promoted  to  be  con- 
ductor of  a  construction  train  and  after  a  short  time 
spent  in  that  position  was  api)oinled  station  agent  at 
Cambridge,  111.,  in  the  service  of  the  Peoria  it  Rock 
Island  Railroad  Company.  The  Davenport  &  St. 
Paul  Railw.iy  w.as  under  the  same  management  and 
in  1869  he  was  transferred  to  Oxford  Mills  Station, 
Iowa,  on  that  line,  where  he  was  agent  five  years 
and  at  the  same  time  served  as  agent  for  the  United 
States  Express  Company.  From  Oxford  Mills,  he 
went  to  Monticello  as  .agent  for  the  same  company 
and  in  1877,  when  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  Company  came  into  possession  of  the  old 
Davenport  &  St.  Paul  Road,  he  was  transferred  to 
Fayette  as  the  first  station  agent  here  under  the 
new  management.  He  was  also  made  agent  of  the 
Adams  P^xpress  Company  at  this  point  and  has 
tilled  both  positions  continuously  since,  covering  a 
period  of  nearly  fourteen  years.  He  has  now  been 
with  this  company  and  its  predecessors  twentj-one 
years. 

Mr.  Merrill  was  married  at  Salisbury,  Mass.,  on 
Christmas  Eve  of  1850,  to  Miss  Mary  S.  Grow,  a 
daughter  of  Capt.  Charles  Grow.  Mrs.  Merrill 
was  born  in  Topsham,  Orange  County,  Vt.,  in 
December,  1828.  Seven  children  were  born  of  their 
union,  four  of   whom  are  now  living:     Charles  E. 


died  aged  three  \'ears  and  three  months;  William 
E.  died  at  Denver,  Col.,  in  1885,  where  he  was  in 
the  employ  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railwaj'  Com- 
pany, and  a  wife  and  daughter  were  left  to  mourn 
his  loss;  Edward  C,  vv-ho  married  Annie  Kirk,  is 
now  cashier  in  the  Rock  Island  office  of  the  Chi- 
cago, Milwaidiee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad  Company; 
Charles  G.,  married  Miss  Frank  Glasser,  and  is 
employed  as  locomotive  engineer  on  the  Daven- 
port Division  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  Railroad;  Mary  F.  is  the  wife  of  W.  P.  Allen 
of  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  Reuben  C,  married  Miss 
Annie  Miller  and  is  train  dispatcher  at  Marion, 
Iowa,  for  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Rail- 
road; Hattie,  the  }'oungest,  a  bright,  intelligent 
girl,  (lied  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years. 

Mr.  Merrill  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church  and  he  belongs  to  W.  W. 
Warner  Post,  No.  46,  G.  A.  R.,  of  which  he  has 
been  Post  Commander  for  the  past  six  years.  He 
is  a  Master  Mason,  holding  membership  in  Merri- 
mac  Lodge  of  Haverhill,  Mass.,  from  which  he  has 
never  been  demitted.  When  Fayette  Lodge,  No. 
131,  K.  P.  was  organized,  Mr.  Merrill  became  a 
charter  member  and  with  it  still  retains  his  con- 
nection. In  politics,  he  is  independent  and  other 
things  being  equal,  he  always  votes  for  the  veteran 
soldier  where  he  is  a  (findidate,  in  preference  to 
voting  for  a  civilian.  He  has  taken  no  active  part 
in  political  affairs  but  has  been  three  times  elected 
Mayor  of  Fayette  and  filled  the  position  with  much 
satisfaction  to  his  constituents  as  the  record  of  the 
vote  given  would  indicate.  On  his  first  election  he 
received  two-thirds  of  the  entire  vote  cast  for  the 
two  candidates  for  that  ofiice;  at  the  second  election 
he  received  all  the  votes  except  eleven;  and  at  the 
third  all  but  five.  After  the  close  of  that  term,  he 
absolutely  refused  to  be  a  candidate  for  re-election. 
He  held  the  office  during  the  years  1886,  1887  and 
1888.  Maj.  Merrill  was  elected  President  of  the 
Soldiers'  Relief  Commission  of  Fayette  County  at 
the  organization  for  the  short  term;  at  the  end  of 
the  year  he  was  re-elected  for  the  full  term  of  three 
years  and  is  now  serving  in  that  position.  His 
fidelity  to  duty  and  sympathy  with  his  comrades 
and  their  families  in  distress  has  won  for  him  their 
i   gratitude  and  kindliest  regard.      In  every  jiosition 
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of  trust  or  responsibility  in  which  Maj.  Merrill  has 
been  placed  lie  has  always  proved  prompt,  capable 
and  faitiiful.  His  long  continued  service  with  the 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad  Company, 
and  the  companies  with  whicli  it  consolidated,  is  the 
!)est  possible  proof  of  the  high  esteem  and  confi- 
dence felt  toward  liini  by  the  corporations  he  has 
served,  while  his  being  twice  the  almost  unanimous 
choice  of  liis  fellow-citizens  for  his  own  successor 
to  the  office  of  Mayor  is  evidence  of  his  home 
|)0[)idarity. 


-^^ 


i^ 


<S       j^ILLIAM  KENT,  a  prominent  farmer  and 


\fj//  stock-raiser  residing  on  section  32,  Dover 
W^l  Township,  was  born  in  South  Hero,  Grand 
Isle  County,  Vt..  December  14.  1827.  His  parents 
were  Helmer  and  .Samantha  Fletcher  (Kent.)  His 
father,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 19.  17,SG,  and  first  married  Hannah  Allen, 
who  was  born  July  1.5,  1795,  in  Essex  County, 
N.  Y.  They  became  tlie  parents  of  two  children; 
Jane  Ann,  who  was  born  August  22,  1814,  and  is 
now  Mrs.  Adams,  of  Oshkosh,  Wis  ;  and  Heimei- 
A.,  who  was  born  June  8,  1  81  6,  and  died  in  infancy'. 
Helmer  Kent  and  Samantha  Fletcher  were  joined 
in  wedlock  July  G,1817.  The  lady  was  born  in  South 
Hero,  Grand  Isle  Count}-,  Vt..  September  1,  1794, 
and  unto  them  were  born  the  following  children: 
Munsou  F.,  the  eldest,  who  was  born  .lanuar}'  7, 
1820,  in  South  Hero,  Vt.,  w.as  twice  married  and 
had  seven  children.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1855, 
locating  on  a  farm  in  Fayette  County  where  he 
died  in  September,  1868.  Harriet,  born  Septemlier 
17,  1824,  died  March  25,  1828;  William,  of  this 
sketch,  is  the  next  younger;  Pha'be  L.,  born  March 
24,  1830,  on  the  24th  of  Ai)ril,  1853,  became  the 
wife  of  Winslow  .Stearnes,  who  is  now  deceased,  and 
makes  her  home  on  a  farm  near  Lima,  Iowa.  Unto 
them  were  born  three  children.  Juliette,  born  Sep- 
tember 7,  1832,  married  H.  B.  Hoyt.  of  West  Un- 
ion, Iowa,  February  22,  1854,  and  died  March  30. 
1875,  leaving  four  children.  Margaret  F.,  born 
December  14,  1835,  became  the  wife  of  Jason  L. 
Paine,  of  Fayette,  .Inly  24,  18G1,  and  their  homo  is 


on  a  farm  in  this  county.  Five  children  were  born 
unto  them,  four  of  whom  are  living.  Warren,  born 
October  12.  1838.  died  May  18.  1847.  The  father 
of  this  family  died  in  South  Hero,  \'t.,  Jul}-  18, 
1858,  and  the  mother  spent  her  last  days  in  Fay- 
ette, Iowa,  where  her  death  occurred  May  22,  1861. 

In  his  native  town  William  Kent  spent  the  days 
of  his  boyhood  and  3-outh,  and  on  the  20th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1854,  married  Miss  Julia  Ann  Hoyt,  daugh- 
ter of  Daniel  and  Prua  (Keeler)  Hoyt, and  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  born  in  Ridgefleld,  Fairfield 
County,  August  28,  1832.  About  three  and  a  half 
years  of  their  married  life  Air.  and  Mrs.  Kent  spent 
in  the  East,  and  in  April,  1858,  came  to  Iowa,  locat- 
ing upon  the  farm  in  Fayette  County  which  has 
since  been  their  home.  He  built  a  log  house  in 
which  the}'  lived  comfortably  and  happily  for 
many  years,  but  some  time  since  it  was  replaced  by 
a  commodious  residence  of  more  modern  style. 
The  fine  farm  comprising  three  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  acres  is  furnished  with  good  buildings  and  all 
the  necessary  improvements,  and  for  the  past  fifteen 
years  Mr.  Kent  has  given  considerable  attention  to 
the  raising  of  fine  stock,  making  a  specialty  of 
Short-horn  cattle.  He  now  has  a  herd  of  seventy 
head  of  thorough-bred  Short-horns  and  at  the 
county  fairs  has  taken  many  premiums.  His  home 
with  its  entire  surroundings  is  typical  of  that  thrift 
and  economy  which  follows  the  New  Englander 
where  I'cr   he  goes. 

Six  children  have  been  born  of  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kent  and  the  family  circle  yet  remains 
nnljroken.  though  some  of  the  children  have  left 
the  parental  roof  for  homes  of  their  own:  Ger- 
trude E.,  who  was  born  in  South  Hero,  Vt..  Jan- 
uary 19,  1856.  was  married  in  West  Union,  October 
18,  1882,  to  John  J.  Shaw,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
hardware  business  in  Flmmetsburg,  Iowa,  where  they 
reside.  They  have  one  son  and  one  daughter;  Ad- 
dison H.,  born  October  25,  1857,  in  South  Hero, 
^'t.,  married  Clara  McCleery,  of  this  county,  Sep- 
tember 22,  1881,  and  resides  on  a  farm  in  Union 
Township;  Carrie  A.,  born  May  22,  1859,  in  this 
county,  became  the  wife  of  John  W.  Blunt,  in 
West  Union,  December  20,  1886,  and  their  home  is 
on  a  farm  in  Union  Townshi|);  Hardy  W..  born 
March  8.  1862,  married    (iracc    E.  Tyler,  June  26, 
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1889,  by  whom  he  has  one  child,  and  is  associated 
in  business  witli  his  biolhor-in  hiw,  J.  J.  Sliavv,  of 
Emmetsbnrg.  Herbert  A.,  born  Julj'  16,  1866,  in 
Dover  Township,  is  still  at  home;  Coia  A.,  born  on 
the  old  home  farm,  October  8,  1868,  attended  the 
public  schools  of  the  neighborhood  and  completed 
her  education  in  the  High  School  of  West  riiion. 
riie  other  children  were  educated  in  the  publk- 
schools  and  at  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  of  Fay- 
ette. 

Mr.  Kent  is  a  public-siiiritud  and  enterprising 
citizen.  He  lias  always  taken  an  interest  in  every- 
thing to  enhance  the  welfare  of  his  town  and  county, 
and  has  held  the  otlice  of  Treasurer  in  the  school 
district  for  the  past  twelve  years,  while  for  more 
tlian  twenty  years  he  has  been  connected  with  the 
sciiool  hoard  He  lias  also  served  his  township  as 
Assessor  and  Census  Enumerator  and  in  other 
offices  of  trust  and  resjionsibility.  Mr.  Kent  has 
been  a  stanch  Republican  in  politics  ever  since  the 
Civil  War,  previous  to  which  time  lie  voted  tlie 
Democratic  ticket.  A  third  of  a  century  has  passed 
since  he  came  to  Iowa,  and  during  that  entire  time 
he  has  resided  ui)on  one  farm. 


-5^^- 
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ylLLIAM  BRAVENER,  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  of  Bethel  Township  residing  on  sec- 
tion 3,  is  of  English  birth.  His  father, 
Robert  Bravener,  was  born  in  1787  and  married 
Hannah  Richardson,  who  was  born  in  1806. 
Throughout  his  life  he  followed  the  occupation  of 
farming  in  pursuit  of  fortune,  and  his  death  oc- 
cuired  in  his  native  land  in  1872,  his  wife  dying  in 
1884.  Their  family  numbered  seven  children, 
namely:  John,  who  was  married  in  England  and 
removed  to  Canada,  where  he  died  in  1857;  Rob- 
ert, who  emigrated  to  Canada,  was  there  married 
and  died  in  1882;  Hannah,  widow  of  John  Hewi- 
snn  and  a  resident  of  Yorkshire,  England;  Henr}-, 
who  came  to  Canada  and  tiiere  died  in  1856;  Jane, 
who  became  the  wife  of  John  Simpson  and  died  in 
lier  native  land,  in  1852. 

The  youngest  of  the  family  is  William  Bravener, 
whose   name   heads   this  sketch.     He  was   born  in 


Yorkshire   May  7,   1829,  was  reared   to    manhood 
under  the  parental  roof  and  in  the  schools  of  Mill- 
ington,  p]ngland,  gained  a  knowledge  of  the  com- 
mon branches  of  study.     On  the  completion  of  his 
education    lie  turned  his  attention   to  agricultural 
pursuits,  which  he  followed   in  his  native  land   for 
only    about   four  yenrs  after   he  had  attained   his 
majorit3-.     In   the  spring  of   1853,   bidding  good- 
bye to  friends  and  native  land,  he    boarded  a  sail- 
ing vessel  at  Mull,  England,  and  after  a  long  and 
tedious  voyage  of  nine  weeks  and  three  days  landed 
in  New  York.     He  at  once  went  to  Upper  Canada, 
where  he   resumed    his   chosen   occuiiation,  taking 
charge  of  a    large  farm   in   that  country.     It  was 
also  in  Canada  that  he  became  acquainted  with  and 
married   Miss   Jane    Thompson,  the    union    being 
celebrated    in    1856.     The  lady  was   born  in  Eng- 
land and  is  a  daughter  of  William  and   Jane  (Han- 
cock)  Thom|)son,  who  were   natives  of  Yorkshire, 
England.     Her  father  with  his  family   removed  in 
1858  to  Chickasaw  County,  Iowa,  where  he  entered 
four  hundred  acres  of  land  and  transformed  it  into 
a  fine  farm  that  continued  to  be  his  Lome  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1888.     He  took  quite  an 
active  part  in  the  affairs  of   the  county  during  its 
early   history  and  was  a  prominent  and   influential 
citizen.     His  wife  is  still  living  and  resides  upon 
the  old  homestead  in  Chickasaw  County.     In  the 
Thompson  family  were  ten  children,  eight  of  whom 
are  now  living:  George,   who  enlisted   for  the  late 
war  in  Indiana  and  was  wounded  during  the  service, 
is  married  and  resides   in  Waucoma;  John  died  in 
Chickasaw  County;  William  and  Joseph  are  both 
married    and    reside  in    that   county*;  Ann    is  the 
widow  of  John  Mutart,  of  Chickasaw  County;  Jane 
is   now   Mrs.    Bravener;  Elizabeth  is  the   wife  of 
Edward    Sheriff,   of   Racine,    Wis.;  Helen     is    the 
widow  of  William  Haman,  of  Racine;  and  Ruth  is  ' 
the  wife  of  Thomas  Williams,  of  Chickasaw  County. 
Shortly  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Bravener  removed 
with  his  young  wife  to  Chickasaw   County,  which 
at  that  time  seemed  but  just  opening  to  civilization. 
For  his  lumber  he   had  to  go  to  McGregor,  a  dis- 
tance of  sixty-five  miles,  and  the  nearest  market  was 
so  far  away  that  it  was  considered   quite  a  task  to 
reach   it.     After  two  years   he    came  to   Windsor 
Township,  Fayette  County,  where  he  rented  land 
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>  and  continued  its  cultivation  until  he  was  enabled 
to  purchase.  About  this  time  the  Civil  War  was 
in  progress  and  three  times  he  offered  his  services 
but  on  account  of  impaired  health  he  was  refused. 
Realizing  at  last  that  his  offer  of  aid  would  not  be 
accepted  he  then  devoted  his  entire  energies  to 
farming  and  opened  up  and  improved  a  fine  farm 
in  Windsor  Township.  In  1877  he  purchased 
eight}'  acres  of  land,  only  a  portion  of  which  was 
under  cultivation,  but  nowhere  in  the  county  can 
now  be  seen  belter  tilled  fields.  Works  of  public 
importance  have  also  received  his  attention  and  to 
his  enterprise  and  progressive  spirit  the  county 
owes  not  a  little  of  its  progress.  lie  gives  liberally 
to  all  moral,  educational  and  social  interests  and 
the  active  |mrt  he  has  taken  for  the  promotion  of 
such  affairs  as  woidd  benefit  the  cummunitj',  has 
placed  him  in  the  front  rank  among  his  fellow- 
townsmen.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  political 
affairs  also,  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party,  has  served  as  one  of  the  Township  Trustees 
since  1884  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  School 
Board.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  faithful  members 
of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Alpha,  a  strong  organi- 
zation which  is  a  power  for  good  in  the  community 
and  Mr.  Bravener  is  one  of  its  Trustees. 

The  children  of  this  family,  five  in  number,  are: 
Robert  Thompson  who  is  married  and  resides  in 
San  Jose,  Cal.;  Dwight,  who  is  married  and  makes 
his  home  in  Eden  Township;  Adelbert  William, 
who  is  still  on  the  home  farm;  Elizabeth,  now  Mrs. 
Schanck,  of  Mason  City,  Iowa;  and  Edwina  is  now 
Mrs.  Finch,  who  resides  in  Colorado. 


4n»  #l?«^t-]Tiy  <7|ii   >■« 


i>HOMAS  JEFF^ERSON  COZENS,  M.  D.,  a 
practicing  and  [jrominent  |ilij'sieian  and  sur- 
geon of  the  county,  who  since  May,  1877, 
has  resided  in  Oelwein,  vvas  born  in  Mercer  County, 
Ky.,  October  31,  182."),  and  is  a  son  of  Dr.  Peter 
V.  11.  and  Sarah  (Ilall)  Cozens.  His  father  was 
born  in  Lancaster,  Pa.,  May  5,  1789,  and  was  of 
the  second  generation  in  descent  from  Holland 
ancestors.  His  father,  Garrett  Cozens  was  also  a 
native  of  the  Kevstone  Stale.      The  mother  of  our    i 


subject  was  born  in  Bourbon  County,  Ky.,  March 
13,  1790,  and  her  family  was  of  English  extraction. 
Dr.  Cozens,  Sr.  was  a  practicing  physician  of  Ken- 
tucky for  several  years  and  gained  a  wide  reiluta- 
tion.  Ilis  death  occurred  while  on  a  visit  to  his 
son  in  Addison  County  of  that  State  in  1858,  his 
wife  surviving  him  until  1876,  when  she  departed 
this  life  in  IMercer  County. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  liberal  educa- 
tional advantages  in  his  youth.  In  his  early  boy- 
hood days  he  attended  the  public  schools  and 
completed  his  literary  education  in  Bacon  College 
of  Georgetown,  Ky.  Having  determined  to  make 
the  i)ractice  of  medicine  his  life  work,  he  soon 
afterward  became  a  student  in  the  Cincinnati 
ISIedical  College  and  was  graduated  in  the  class  of 
185G,  after  which  he  engaged  in  practice  with  his 
father  in  his  native  State. 

Dr.  Cozens  on  the  25th  of  October,  1849,  was 
united  in  marriage,  in  Breekenridge  County,  Ky., 
with  Miss  Virginia  Cain,  wlio  was  born  in  Bedford 
County,  Va.,  Septemlier  30,  1830,  and  with  her 
|iarents  removed  to  Kentucky  in  1843.  The  Doctor 
and  his  wife  have  had  five  children,  two  sons  and 
three  daughters.  Nannie  Mrginia,  born  August 
23,  1850,  died  January  21.  1871;  Mary  Belle,  born 
June  2,  1852,  is  now  the  wife  of  F.  E.  Hale  of 
Chicago;  Charles  Major,  born  December  10,  1855, 
mairied  Miss  Ella  Nichols  of  Oelwein,  and  is  now 
engaged  in  the  furniture  business  in  Chicago; 
Thomas  B.,  born  January  2,  1857,  died  in  January, 
1873;  Ona  Blanche,  horn  May  3!,  1805,  is  now  the 
wife  of  Richard  A.  Cavanaugh  of  Chicago. 

Dr.  Cozens  removed  from  Kentucky  to  Franklin 
Ind.,  in  1854.  and  there  engaged  in  merchandising 
a  short  time,  when  he  removed  to  Mattoon  111., 
where  he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  business  until 
the  spring  of  1862.  He  then  returned  to  Breeken- 
ridge Ky.  On  the  9th  of  October,  1863,  he  removed 
to  Chicago,  111.,  and  was  a  resident  of  the  city  until 
burned  out  in  the  great  fire  of  October,  1871,  when 
he  went  to  New  York  Cit}',  where  he  s|)eiit  three 
years  in  the  practice  of  his  i)rofession.  He  returned 
to  Chicago  in  1874  and  three  years  later,  in  May, 
1877  again  clianged  his  [jlace  of  residence,  locating 
in  Oelwein,  Iowa,  then  a  more  hamlet.  Here  he 
has  been  engaged  in  professional  business  continn- 
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"ously  since  and  his  practice  covers  a  broad  area. 
Dr.  Cozens  is  well  up  in  liis  profession  and  has 
always  easily  obtained  his  share  of  the  business  in 
every  locality  where  he  has  practiced.  He  was 
appointed  physician  to  the  Oelwein  Board  of  Health 
on  the  incorporation  of  the  town  and  served  in 
that  capacity'  ever  since.  He  is  also  physician  to 
the  poor  for  Jefferson  Township  and  part  of  Scott 
and  Oran  Townships.  Ho  is  a  Democrat  in  politics, 
socially  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  and  a  member  of 
the  Council.  At  present  he  is  non-affiliated  and 
holds  a  demit  from  Mattoon  Lodge,  No.  260, 
of  Mattoon  III.,  where  he  was  initiated  into  the 
mysteries  of  the  order  in  1854.  Dr.  Cozens  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church  and 
the  high  esteem  in  which  they  are  held  throughout 
the  community  gives  evidence  that  they  are  among 
Oelwein's  best  citizens. 

/^^  IIARLES  HOYT,  an  honored  pioneer  of  this 
\J^^  county  of  1854,  residing  in  Fayette,  was 
^^^  born  in  Stamford,  Conn.,  October  27,  180'J, 
and  was  a  son  of  Capt.  Bates  and  Betsey  (Andreas) 
Hoyt.  The  family  of  which  he  is  a  member  was 
founded  in  America  by  Simon  Hoyt,  who  in  1G28 
crossed  the  Atlantic  from  England  his  native  coun- 
try. He  landed  at  Salem,  Mass.,  went  to  Charles- 
ton as  one  of  the  first  settlers  the  following  year, 
and  in  1630  became  one  of  the  earliest  residents  of 
Dorchester.  Four  years  later  he  removed  to  Wind- 
sor, Conn.,  and  in  1646  became  a  resident  of 
Fairfield,  where  he  made  his  home  for  three  years, 
when  he  removed  to  Stamford  where  his  death 
occurred  September  1,  1657. 

Benjamin  Hoyt  was  the  seventh  child  of  Simon 
and  Susanna  Hoyt.  He  was  born  in  AVindsor, 
Conn.,  February  2,  1644,  married  Hannah  Weed 
January  5,  1670,  and  died  January  2C,  1735,  in  the 
ninety-first  year  of  iiis  age.  Their  son  Benjamin, 
who  was  born  December  9,  1671,  married  Elizabeth 
Jagger  June  10,  1697,  and  resided  in  Stamford, 
Conn.  His  death  occurred  in  1747.  Abraham, 
son  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  Hoyt,  vcas  born  June 
16,    1704,   married   Hannah    Bates    November   22, 


1827,  resided  in  Stamford,  and  died  March  16,  1788. 
Thadeus,  son  of  Abraham  and  Hannah  (Bates) 
Hoyt,  was  born  January  26,  1742,  wedded  Hannah 
Holmes,  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  died 
October  3,  1826.  His  son,  Capt.  Bates  Hoyt,  was 
born  August  27,  1784,  married  Betsy  Andreas  Oc- 
tober 21,  1806,  and  served  as  Captain  of  militia  in 
the  War  of  1812.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation 
and  resided  in  Stamford,  Conn.,  until  1815,  when  he 
removed  to  Florida,  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
his  death  occurred  August  23,  1820. 

Charles  Hoyt,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, "is  of 
the  seventh  generation  in  the  line  of  direct  descent. 
He  received  a  common -school  education  which  was 
supplemented  by  self-culture,  and  vvheu  sixteen 
years  of  age  he  went  to  New  York  where  he  worked 
at  ship  building  for  two  }'ears.  When  about  nine- 
teen years  of  age  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  which  line  he  followed 
at  Newark  and  other  places  in  Morris  County  until 
October,  1839,  when  he  removed  to  Cleveland, 
Oswego  County,  N.  Y^.,  where  he  held  the  position 
as  overseer  of  a  glass  factory  and  store  for  several 
years.  During  that  time  he  served  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  County  Sheriff  and  County  Superin- 
tendent of  Schools,  and  was  an  acknowledged 
leader  among  the  prominent  <;itizens  of  the  commu- 
nit3'.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1854,  locating  in  Smith- 
field  Township,  Fayette  County,  where  he  devoted 
his  energies  to  farming  and  surveying. 

Mr.  Hoyt  was  three  times  married.  His  first  wife 
was  Miss  Ann  Maria  Smith,  daughter  of  Ralph  and 
Susan  Smith,  whom  he  married  in  Morris  County, 
N.  J.,  October  8,  1834.  Her  death  occurred  on  the 
9tli  of  May,  1839,  in  Newark,  and  in  Oswego 
County,  N.  Y.,  October  4,  1841,  Mr.  Hoyt  was 
joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Mar}'  Allen,  who  was 
born  in  Duanesburg,  N.  Y..  August  9,  1815,  and 
was  a  daughter  of  Abner  Allen.  Four  children 
were  born  of  the  second  union,  one  son  and  three 
daughters:  William  A.,  born  in  Cleveland,  N.  Y., 
April  16,  1844,  married  Elma  L.  Marvin,  and  is 
now  Judge  of  the  Thirteenth  Judicial  District  of 
Iowa;  Marcia  K.,  born  November  16,  1846,  in 
Cleveland,  N.  Y.,  died  in  July,  1867;  JLary  Janet, 
born  in  Cleveland,  March  9,  1849,  died  August  19, 
1850;  Julia,  born   in  Cleveland,  October  22,  1851, 
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is  now  the  wife  of  B.  V.  Teal,  of  New  York.  The 
mother  of  this  farnil}-  died  in  Oswego  County, 
N.  Y.,  July  21,  1853.  Mr.  Hoyt  was  ag;un  mar- 
ried September  11,  18.56,  iu  Fayette  County,  Iowa, 
the  lady  of  liis  choice  being  Miss  Cyntiiia  M.  Ab- 
bott, daugliter  of  Abijah  and  Sarah  (Wliitmore) 
Abbott.  .She  was  born  in  Eaton,  Mailisoii  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  when  fifteen  years  of  age  went  with  her 
jiarents  to  Michigan,  where  both  tlie  father  and 
mother  died  in  St.  Joseph  County.  They  were 
natives  of  Massachussetts.  Her  father  was  a  sign 
painter  in  the  East  but  followed  farming  in  Michi- 
gan. Mrs.  Hoyt  has  one  sister  living,  who  resides 
in  Bangor,  Mich.  Four  children  were  born  of  the 
last  marriage,  tliree  daughters  and  a  son:  Mary, 
born  in  Smithfield,  Iowa,  October  3,  1857,  is  now 
the  wife  of  .1.  W.  Winston,  of  Westfiekl  Township; 
Louisa,  born  in  Smithfield  Township,  Ma\'  22, 
1859,  is  now  teaching  in  a  private  school  in  Chi- 
cago; Charles,  born  in  Smithfield,  May  13,  18(50,  is 
engaged  in  farming  on  section  8,  that  township; 
Sarah  Ella,  born  in  Smithfield,  May  1,  18G1,  died 
June  23,  1872,  at  tiie  age  of  eleven  years,  one 
month  and  twenty-three  days.  The  children  were 
educated  in  the  piililic  schools  and  in  the  I'pper 
Iowa  I'niversity,  and  Louisa  graduated  from  the 
university  atn\  from  the  State  Normal  School  of 
Oswego,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  Hoyt  was  a  Republican  in  politics  and  held 
various  local  oflices.  For  fifteen  years  he  vvas  Sur- 
veyor of  Fayette  County,  w.as  Justice  of  the  Peace 
several  years  and  served  on  tlie  Count}'  Board  of 
Supervisors.  He  was  the  first  JLayor  of  Fayette 
and  was  influential  in  politics,  attended  conventions 
and  took  a  warm  interest  in  campaign  work.  At 
one  time  he  was  tlie  nominee  of  his  party  for 
County  Judge  but  failed  of  election.  He  came  to 
this  count}-  with  limited  means  but  by  energy  and 
good  management  he  succeeded  in  acquiring  the 
ownership  of  several  hundred  acres  of  land.  When 
the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad  was 
extended  into  Fa3ette  County  he  took  an  active 
interest  in  its  success  and  became  one  of  the  stock- 
holders, and  in  addition  to  his  public  duties  Mr. 
Hoyt  also  carried  on  his  farm.  His  death  occurred 
August  27,  1887,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years 
and  ten  months,  and  was  the  result  of  an  accident. 


he  being  run  over  by  a  team  in  his  ha}'  field.  A 
man  of  vigorous  constitution  he  was  remarkably 
well  prescrveil.  both  mentally  and  [)liysieally. 
From  early  youth  he  had  been  a  great  reader  and 
was  well  informed  on  matters  of  general  interest 
and  the  history  of  current  events.  In  his  religious 
views  he  was  a  Congregationalist.  He  was  made 
clerk  of  that  society  in  1857,  took  an  active  part 
in  building  the  house  of  worship  in  Fayette  and 
was  liberal  in  support  of  churches  and  schools  and 
all  worthy  public  enter|)rises.  His  life  was  an 
active  and  useful  one  and  he  left  the  world  better 
for  his  having  lived. 

EY.  HARYEY  SOUTHMIT  BRUNSON, 
one  of  the  early  Presiding  Elders  of  the 
Methodist  Episcoiial  Church  in  Northern 
Iowa,  and  an  early  settler  of  Fayette  County, 
is  now  residing  in  the  town  of  Fayette.  He  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Euclid,  Cuyahoga  County, 
(Jhio,  on  the  10th  of  May,  1814,  and.  is  a  son  of 
Daniel  and  Mary  (Doan)  Brunson.  His  father  was 
born  in  Waterbury,  Conn.,  in  1781,  and  was  de- 
scended from  an  old  family  of  that  State,  of  Scot- 
tish origin.  He  emigrated  with  his  parents  to  Ohio, 
about  the  year  1800,  and  was  there  joined  in  wed- 
Jock  with  Miss  Mary  Doan,  who  was  born  in  the 
same  town  as  her  husband,  and  emigrated  to  Ohio 
with  her  parents  about  the  same  lime  that  the 
Brunsons  effected  a  settlement  there.  In  1834  the 
parents  of  our  subject  removed  with  their  children 
to  Coldwater,  Mich.,  where  the  father  died  the 
following  year,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four.  His  wife 
survived  her  husband  many  years,  and  died  iu 
Kenosha,  Wis.,  about  1870. 

Harvey  S.  Pirunson  enjoyed  but  limited  educa- 
tional advantages,  having  passed  his  youth  in  a 
new  country  where  schools  were  few  and  of  a  poor 
grade,  but  this  deficiency  was  successfully  counter- 
acted by  self-culture.  His  father  was  a  millwright 
by  trade,  and  the  son  became  familiar  with  the  use 
of  mechanical  tools  in  early  youth.  Without  regu- 
larly acquiring  the  trade,  he  became  qualified  to  do 
various  kinds  of  work  in   wood,   which   included   a 
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fair  knowledge  of  the  occupation  of  carpentering 
and  joining.  In  1836  he  removed  to  Rockford,  111., 
where  three  jears  later  he  united  with  the  Metho- 
dist ?]piscopal  Church,  and  in  1840  he  entered  the 
ministry  of  that  denomination  at  the  first  session  of 
the  Rockford  Conference.  His  first  field  of  labor 
was  in  the  Freeport  circuit  of  that  Conference, 
where  he  was  employed  for  one  year,  his  last  year's 
work  in  that  community  being  in  Chicago,  when  on 
account  of  failing  health  he  retired  from  the  min- 
istry for  two  years,  and  went  to  Stephenson  County, 
111.,  where  he  remained  two  years,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1850  went  to  Iowa. 

Mr.  Brunson  was  married  in  P'reeport,  111.,  on 
the  6lh  of  March,  184.'5,  to  Miss  Jane  McC'ool,  who 
was  born  in  Lewisburg,  Union  County,  Pa.,  July  8, 
1822.  Her  parents  were  Joseph  and  Ellenor  (Nev- 
ies)  McCool.  Her  father  was  born  in  Botetourt 
Count}',  Va.,  May  17,  1793,  and  the  mother  near 
Monmouth,  N.  J.,  in  1794.  They  removed  to  Free- 
port  111.,  where  they  resided  during  the  remainder 
of  their  days.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brunson  were  blessed 
with  a  family  of  five  children,  four  daughters  and 
a  son:  Henrietta,  the  eldest,  was  born  in  New  Dig- 
gins,  in  Northwestern  Illinois,  Blarch  24,  1846,  and 
is  now  tlie  wife  of  Prof.  H.  E.  llurd,  of  the  Upper 
Iowa  University;  Ann  Elizabeth  was  born  in  Free- 
port,  111.,  September  19,  1848,  and  married  Delos 
Ferguson,  of  Fayette;  Lucretia,  who  was  born  in 
Fayette  County,  September  23,  1850,  is  tlie  wife 
of  the  Rev.  S.  B.  Warner,  a  Methodist  Episcopal 
minister  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.;  Ella,  born  April  11, 
1852,  died  July  16,  1853;  Solon  C,  the  only  son, 
was  born  in  this  county,  July  26,  1855,  educated  in 
the  Upper  Iowa  Universit}',  and  was  graduated 
from  the  Theological  School  at  Evanston,  III.,  mar- 
ried Miss  Fannie  Avan,  and  is  a  minister  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Clinton,  Iowa;  Minnie  H., 
the  youngest,  who  was  born  September  3,  1860,  is 
now  a  teacher  in  the  High  School,  of  St.  Paul.  The 
children  were  all  educated  in  Upper  Iowa  Univer- 
sity. 

On  coming  to  Fayette  County,  Mr.  Brunson  set- 
tled on  a  farm  situated  three  miles  northwest  of 
West  Union,  but  subsequently  came  to  this  city  and 
engaged  in  mercantile  business  for  two  years.  He 
joined  the  Iowa  Conference  one  year  prior  to  its 


division,  and  when  it  was  divided  and  the  Upper 
Iowa  Conference  w.as  formed  he  was  chosen  the 
first  Presiding  Elder  of  that  body.  This  was  in 
1855.  He  served  three  years  in  that  capacity,  and 
then  located  on  a  farm  in  Center  Township,  which 
he  made  his  home  until  1864,  when  he  removed  to 
Fayette,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  his  children 
better  educational  advantages.  He  has  now  been 
a  resident  of  this  county  for  more  than  forty  years 
and  of  Fayette  City  for  twenty-six  years.  Since 
coming  here  he  has  served  as  supply  pastor  in  vari- 
ous churches,  and  has  done  duty  at  funerals  and 
weddings  on  numerous  occasions.  Of  late  years  he 
has  done  but  little  ministerial  work,  and  since  1875 
lias  occupied  his  present  commodious  and  beautiful 
residence  near  tlie  bluffs  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
city,  where  lie  has  devoted  himself  to  the  care  of  a 
small  farm. 

When  the  Davenport  &  St.  Paul  Railroad,  now 
the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul,  was  projected 
through  Fayette  County,  Mr.  Brunson  became 
prominently  identified  with  its  construction.  From 
1868  until  1871,  he  was  a  Director  of  the  company 
and  for  several  3'ears  served  as  Assistant  Treasurer. 
He  was  also  employed  in  merchandising  in  Fayette 
for  several  years.  In  [lolitics  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  by  that  party  was  elected  to  the  Iowa  State 
Senate  in  the  fall  of  1862.  After  serving  in  two 
sessions  he  resigned  on  account  of  his  private 
affairs  needing  his  attention.  He  also  served  sev- 
eral years  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  F.ayelte.  He 
was  elected  Mayor  of  Fayette  in  March,  1876,  be- 
ing the  second  to  hold  that  office,  and  was  re-elected 
in  March,  1887,  serving  two  terms.  He  was  chair- 
man of  the  building  committee  in  charge  of  the 
construction  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
Fayette  in  1876,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  society  for  many  years. 
He  was  prominently  identified  with  the  Upper  Iowa 
University  from  its  inception  for  a  period  of  many 
years.  The  project  originated  in  a  conversation 
between  Mr.  Brunson,  the  Presiding  Elder  of  the 
Upper  Iowa  Conference,  and  Mrs.  Robert  Alexan- 
der, at  the  house  of  her  son-in-law,  James  E.  Rob- 
ertson. On  the  occasion  of  Elder  Brnnson's  sug- 
gestion that  Mrs.  Alexander  send  her  daughter  to 
be  educated  at  the  Mt.  Vernon  Methodist  Seminary, 
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she  expressed  a  wish  Ihat  such  a  school  sliould  be 
started  in  Fayette  in  whicii  slie  was  joined  b}'  Eider 
Brunsoii,  wlio  on  lier  [jroposition  lo  malie  a  iiljeral 
donation  for  tlie  |)uri)ose,  agreed  lo  use  his  best 
efforts  to  enlist  tlie  Conference  in  tlie  proiect. 
wliioh  he  did.  Tlie  Robertson  brothers,  S.  IL  and 
J.  E.,  wlioare  sonsin-hiw  of  Mrs.  Alexander,  joined 
that  lady  ami  her  husband  in  a  lilicral  contribution 
for  the  purpose  (see  history  of  the  I'pper  Iowa 
l^niversity ).  Mr.  Brunson  took  an  active  (lart  in 
the  preliminarj-  work,  and  was  chosen  Presiilent  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  institution,  which  posi- 
tion he  has  lilled  at  intervals  ui)to  the  iircsent  time. 
He  has  been  more  or  less  actively'  connected  with 
the  ministr}'  of  the  JMethodist  Church  for  fifty 
years,  forty  of  which  have  been  si)enl  in  Iowa.  His 
life  has  been  an  active  and  useful  one,  ai.d  his  aim 
always,  by  example  and  [jrecept,  to  leave  the  w(jrld 
better  for  his  having  lived  in  it. 


\i7  EANDER  L.  ADAMS,  a  retired  farmer  and 
I  (®  stock-raiser  of  Maynard,  is  well  wcirthy  of 
jl'-^V',  a  I'epresentation  in  this  volume,  for  he  has 
long  made  the  county  his  home  anfl  is  numbered 
among  its  representative  citizens.  He  was  born 
in  Mansfield,  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y.,  January 
]  8,  1834,  and  is  a  son  of  Albygence  and  Diana 
(Latin)  Adams.  His  father  was  born  in  Otsego 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1801,  and  is  of  English  descent. 
His  mother,  a  native  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  born 
in  1799,  was  of  Scotch  lineage.  By  their  marriage 
were  born  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  namely: 
Clarinda,  who  became  the  wife  of  George  P'nll- 
mer,  of  Rock  County,  Wis.,  who  now  follows  fann- 
ing in  Whiteside  County,  III.,  where  they  live 
with  their  four  children;  Abner,  who  owns  and 
operates  four  hundred  acres  of  fanning  land  near 
Helena,  Mont.,  wedded  Arabella  Wheeler  in  Janes- 
ville.  Wis.,  who  died,  leaving  two  children;  Theo- 
dore II.  died  in  Janesville,  Wis.,  at  the  age  of  fif- 
teen years;  Leander  L.  is  the  fourth  in  order  of 
biitii  and  is  followed  by  George  H.,  who  is  en- 
gaged in   farming  in  Harlan  Township.      In    Brush 


Creek  he  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Martha  Iliner, 
and  nnto  them  have  been  liorii  four  cliildren. 

Leaving  hia  native  State,  onr  subject  emigrated 
to  Wisconsin,  whence  he  went  to  California  in 
18.50.  After  two  years  he  returned  to  Iowa  and 
the  following  year  went  to  Illinois.  On  the  15th 
of  August,  18G2,  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Sev- 
enty-fifth Illinois  Infantry,  and  was  assigned  to 
duty  with  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  participating  in 
the  battle  of  Perryville,  Ky.,  and  then  with  his 
regiment  went  to  Nashville,  Tenn.  He  then  en- 
listed under  the  provisions  of  general  orders  from 
the  War  Department  which  authoi'ized  recruiting 
for  the  marine  service  for  volunteers,  and  became 
a  member  of  the  First  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade. 
He  was  assigned  to  duty  on  the  United  States 
Steamer  "Balillc."  on  which  he  served  from  Blarch 
11,  1863,  until  January  24,  1865,  under  command  of 
Com.  Porter,  with  the  squadrons  above  Vicksburg, 
doing  patrol  duty.  The  first  engagement  in  which 
Mr.  Adams  participated  as  a  marine  was  at  Duck 
Creek  on  the  Tennessee  River,  then  at  Goodrich 
Lan<ling,  Greenville.  Miss.,  Richmond,  Ark.,  the 
siege  of  A'icksbnrg  and  Ft.  De  Russa,  on  the  Red 
River  expedition  under  Gen.  Banks.  Returning 
to  the  Mississippi  River  they  wont  down  to  New 
Orleans  and  hud  a  fight  at  Bayou  Sara,  followed 
by  a  full  day's  engagement  at  Old  River  Lake,  in 
Arkansas,  and  the  battles  at  Grand  Gulf  and  Haines 
Bluff.  During  his  service  in  the  J'irst  Mississippi 
Brigade  of  United  States  Marines,  he  travele<l 
many  thousands  of  miles  on  the  Father  of  Waters 
and  its  tributaries,  and  experienced  some  trying 
and  exciting  limes.  On  receiving  his  discharge 
from   the  service  Mr.  Adams   retnrned    to  Illinois. 

For  two  seasons  following  he  was  empkned  on 
the  Mississippi  River  from  Stillwater  to  St.  Louis, 
and  on  the  1st  of  January,  1867,  arrived  in  May- 
nard where  he  yet  makes  his  home.  In  June,  1865, 
lie  had  entered  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  from  the  Government  and  now  gave  his  atten- 
tion to  its  cultivation.  On  the  7th  of  February, 
1869,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Rebecca 
Cline,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Phoebe  (Gray) 
Cline.  Her  father  was  born  at  Burks  Station,  Va., 
April  1,  1815,  and  her  mother  in  Washington 
County,   Ohio,   November    11,   1822.     They   were 
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married  December  5,  1839,  and  in  1850  oame  to 
Iowa,  locating  in  Delaware  County',  whence  tliC3- 
came  to  tiiis  county'  in  1856.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  twelve  children,  but  only  four  are  living — 
David,  who  enlisted  in  Company  II,  Eighteenth 
Iowa  Infantry,  died  of  disease  in  1863;  Philip, 
who  married  Hattie  Roberts,  and  after  her  death 
wedded  Sophia  Fox,  of  Brush  Creek,  has  tiuee 
sons  by  his  second  marriage  and  one  daughter, 
Mrs.  DoUie  Bing,  of  Maynard,  by  his  first  mar- 
riage. Mrs.  Adams  is  the  next  younger.  Ama- 
ziah,  who  served  five  years  in  the  Fourth  I'nited 
States  Infantry,  has  the  lionor  of  having  partici- 
pated in  the  Captain  Jack  War.  and  was  with  his 
command  when  that  notorious  chieftain  was  cap- 
tured. Samuel  married  Ella  Warner,  of  Chero- 
kee County,  and  resides  on  a  farm  near  (Juimby, 
Iowa.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Adams  died  in  tliis 
county  April  11,1888,  and  iier  father  four  days 
afterward.  The  parents  of  Mr.  Adams  have  long 
since  passed  awa)-.  His  mother  died  in  Wisconsin 
in  1845,  and  about  fourteen  j'ears  afterwarrl  the 
father  returned  to  his  old  home  in  New  York  wiiere 
he  departed  this  life  in  1867.  Three  generations 
of  their  family  lay  buried  at  Hartwick,  Otsego 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  laid  to  rest. 

Mrs.  Adams  was  born  Februaiy  22,  1848,  in 
Washington  County,  Ohio,  and  by  iier  marriage 
has  become  the  mother  of  four  children,  all  of 
whom  are  yet  living — Ida  A.,  born  in  Harlan 
Township  January  13,  1870,  is  at  home;  Nettie 
L.,  born  May  6,  1871,  is  teaching  the  fourth  term 
in  the  same  school  whicli  is  unquestioned  evidence 
of  her  success  in  that  profession;  Estella  C,  born 
July  15,  1872,  and  Henry  L.,  born  November  28, 
1875,  are  both  atteniling  school. 

Mr.  Adams  has  had  a  rather  peculiar  history 
both  as  a  soldier  and  civilian.  He  has  traveled 
much  and  seen  a  great  deal  of  the  world  but  is 
now  settled  comfortably  in  Maynard,  where  he 
hopes  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  ease 
and  quiet.  At  the  Presidential  election  of  1860 
he  voted  with  the  Republican  party  and  then  sup- 
ported the  Democratic  party  until  1872,  when  he 
again  became  a  Republican  and  is  now  one  of  the 
stanchest  advocates  of  its  principles.  In  religious 
belief  both  he  and  his  wife  are  liberal  but  have  led 


useful  and  upright  lives.  He  is  a  member  of  Rey- 
nolds Post,  No.  47,  G.  A.  R.,  and  a  man  who  by 
his  genial  disposition,  gentlemanl3'  deportment  and 
open  course  through  life  has  won  the  confidence  and 
goodwill  of  all  with  whom   he  has  come  in  contact. 
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ORGAN  MONTGOMERY,  deceased.  Of 
the  men  who  stood  at  the  head  of  business 
affairs  in  Fayette  twenty  years  ago,  but 
few  remain;  the  majority  have  done  well 
their  part  and  passed  away.  It  is  certainly  fitting 
that  tlie  memory  of  the  leading  ones  should  be 
preserved,  and  one  more  worthy  than  he  whose 
name  heads  this  sketch  could  scarcely  be  found. 
Morgan  Montgomery  was  born  in  Brookfield  Town- 
ship, Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  on  the  20th  of  July, 
1826,  and  was  the  youngest  in  a  family  of  seven 
children.  When  a  small  boy,  death  deprived  him 
of  his  father  and  he  was  left  to  tlie  tender  care  of 
a  widowed  mother  who  faithfully  did  her  part  by 
him.  Under  such  circumstances  the  battle  of  life 
began  early  with  our  subject.  His  education  was 
therefore  limited  and  in  1845,  when  nineteen  years 
of  age,  he  went  to  Rock  County,  Wis.,  which  was 
then  a  wild  and  sparsely-settled  region.  There  he 
formed  the  acquaintance  of  Jliss  Nancy  M.  Brown 
to  whom  he  was  married  on  Christmas  D.ay  of 
1846.  She  was  born  in  Butler  County,  Ohio, 
October  31,  1828,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Benjamin 
Brown.  Her  mother  died  when  she  was  an  infant, 
leaving  two  children — Mrs.  Montgomery  and  an 
older  sister.  The  former  was  reared  by  Hiram 
Grittitli  who  removed  to  Indiana,  living  for  about 
four  years  near  La  Porte,  when  he  went  to  Rock 
County,  Wis.,  being  among  its  pioneer  settlers. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Montgomery  continued 
to  reside  in  Rock  County  until  1863,  when  be 
crossed  the  Mississippi  into  Iowa  and  purchased  a 
farm  in  Smithfield  Township,  Fayette  County, 
upon  which  he  placed  many  improvements,  thereby 
enhancing  its  value.  In  1872  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  the  city  of  Fayette  and  engaged  in  the 
hardware    business   with  D.  C.   Sperry    and    later 


498 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


willi  Jesse  Biidfl.  which  partnershii)  coiiliniiefl  until 
the  death  of  Mr.  Montgomery,  on  the  14th  of 
Ma\-.  1H88.  Politically  he  was  a  supporter  of 
Republican  principles.  While  living  on  the  farm 
he  serveil  as  Assessor  of  his  township,  and  after 
moving  to  Fayette  was  a  member  of  the  town 
council.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a  Baptist  and 
his  wife  is  n  member  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
lie  was  pre-eminently  a  business  man  and  nothing 
ever  suffered  from  lack  of  careful  oversight,  but 
with  a  sagacity  ancl  far-sightedness  whicli  one  might 
envy  he  managed  his  affairs  with  most  excellent 
success.  Tliough  a  poor  boy  when  he  began,  by 
industry  and  careful  investment  he  accumulated  a 
handsome  property  and  left  his  family  well  pro- 
vided for.  His  death  was  not  only  a  loss  to  wife 
and  children  but  to  the  business  interests  of  Fay- 
ette and  society  as  well. 

The  cliildicn  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Montgomery,  five 
in  number,  are:  Edwin  L.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
thirty-six  years;  Kmma  L.,  wife  of  Robert  Lati- 
mer, a  resident  of  Fayette;  Evangeline  and  Ella 
F.,  who  died  in  childhood;  and  Fred  L.,  the  suc- 
cessor of  his  father  in  the  hardware  business. 


ft ANS  JACOBSEN  is    one  of  the  .^elf-made 

men  of  this  C(junty  and  owns  a  fine  farm 
situated  on  section  7,  Union  Township.  He 
came  to  Iowa  from  New  York  in  1880,  and 
is  a  Dane  by  birth.  He  was  born  in  Denmark 
November  19,  1845,  his  parents  being  Louis  and 
Maria  Jacobsen,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  same 
land.  His  father  was  born  in  1819,  made  farming 
his  life  occupation  and  died  in  1853.  His  mother 
is  still  living  and  makes  her  home  in  Schlesvvick, 
Germany.  There  were  but  two  children  in  the 
family:  Jacob,  who  is  married  and  resides  in  Den- 
mark; and  Hans,  of  this  sketch. 

The  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  our  subject 
spent  in  his  native  land  where  he  was  reared  to 
farm  life.  At  length  he  deterraineil  to  seek  a  home 
in  llie  New  World,  and  in  the  spring  of  1873  set 
sail  from  Hamburg,  Ciermany,  reaching  Castle 
Garden,  New  York,  after  eleven  days.     Heat  once 


made  his  way  to  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
engaged  at  farm  labor  until  coming  to  Fayette 
County,  Iowa.  Thus  six  }-ears  were  spent  in  that 
way,  during  which  time  he  acquired  the  capital 
with  which  to  purchase  land.  He  was  married  in 
I'tica.  N.  Y.,  in  1880,  when  he  led  to  the  marriage 
altar  Miss  Alena  JIaria  .Jensen,  also  a  native  of  Den- 
mark, daughter  of  Jens  and  Christina  Maria  Jensen, 
who  were  also  born  in  the  same  land.  Tbey  too 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America  in  1873,  locating 
in  New  York,  whence  they  came  to  Iowa.  The 
mother  died  in  this  county  in  1887,  and  the  father 
is  now  a  resident  of  Cedar  Falls. 

With  his  young  bride  Mr.  Jacobsen  started  west- 
ward and  in  this  county  opened  up  a  farm  in 
Windsor  Township.  He  has  found  in  his  wife  a 
helpmate  and  their  home  has  been  blessed  by  the 
presence  of  five  children,  three  of  whom  are  yet 
living,  namely:  Laura  Maria.  Jensenia  and  James, 
and  two  died  in  infancy-  They  are  now  attend 
ing  school  in  the  home  district. 

In  1884  Mr.  Jacobsen  purchased  an  im[)roved 
farm  of  eighty  acres  in  I'nion  Township,  where  he 
now  makes  his  home.  Its  well-cultivated  fields  and 
many  improvements  inilicate  the  thrift  and  enter- 
prise of  the  owner  who  since  locating  thereon  has 
enhanced  the  value  of  his  farm  by  the  erection  of  a 
good  barn  and  granary.  To  his  own  industr}', 
frugality  and  gooil  management  may  be  attributed 
his  success,  and  therefore  he  is  numbered  among 
the  self-mode  men  of  the  county.  He  and  his  wife 
are  Lutherans  and  worship  at  the  church  of  that 
denomination  in  West  Union  Township. 
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AMES  C.  DARNELL,  a  farmer  and   stock- 
raiser  residing  on  section  22,  Center  Town- 
^  ship,  and  an   honored    veteran  of   the  late 

(^^  war,  w.as  born  in  Kendall  County,  111.,  in 
1846,  gracing  the  union  of  Abram  and  Susan 
(Owens)  Darnell,  who  were  parents  of  ten  children, 
he  being  the  seronth  in  order  of  birth.  His  father 
was  horn  in  North  Carolina  in  18(l(;,  but  we  know 
little  of  the  early  history  of  the  family  save  that 
the  great  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  killed  in 
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the  battle  of  IIiinn;int;  Rock,  S.  C,  during  tlie 
Revolutionary  War.  Abrani  Darnell  gre'\y  to  man- 
hood in  his  native  State  and  in  Knoxvillo,  Term., 
when  about  twenty-five  \'ears  of  age.  married  Miss 
Owens.  The^'  removed  to  Illinois,  locating-  in 
Wenona.  Tiiis  was  in  the  year  1832  when  the 
country  was  very  vvild  and  its  population  consisted 
mostly  of  Indians.  After  a  few  years  they  re- 
moved to  Kendall  Countj-.  locating  in  Piano,  111., 
where  Mr.  Darnell  still  makes  his  home,  lie  was 
called  upon  to  mourn  the  death  of  his  wife  in  1885. 
Of  their  children  all  grew  to  mature  years:  Ben- 
jamin is  a  farmer  of  DeKalb  Count}^  III.;  Klizn- 
bctli  is  the  wife  of  F.  M.  .James,  also  of  De  Kalb 
County;  Enoch  B.  is  engaged  in  farming  in  that 
county  and  is  a  veteran  of  the  late  war,  being  a 
member  C)f  the  same  company  and  regiment  as  his 
brother  Thomas;  Thomas  enlisted  in  Company  E, 
Thirteenth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  was  killed  at  ihe 
battle  of  V^icksburg,  Miss.;  Fannie  is  the  wife  of 
-J.  R.  Neer,  of  Brown  County,  .S.  D.ak.;  Reuben 
died  at  the  age  of  twent3'-one;  .Tames  C.  is  the 
next  younger;  William  is  living  in  Randalia; 
Alfred  operates  the  old  homestead  in  Illinois;  aud 
Mary  S.  is  th^wifc  of  William  Lear,  of  Brighton, 
Ontario.  The  parents  of  this  family  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  Church  and  did  much  to 
mold  the  character  of  their  children  who  have  now 
become  useful  and  respected  members  of  society. 

The  one  in  whom  the  citizens  of  Fayette  County 
are  especially  interested,  James  C.  Darnell,  spent 
his  boyhood  daj-s  in  Kendall  County  and  when 
little  past  the  age  of  fifteen  enlisted  in  the  service 
of  his  country.  The  blood  of  a  Revolution.arj^ 
hero  was  flowing  in  his  veins,  and  prompted  by  his 
patriotic  impulses  he  responded  to  the  call  for 
troops,  becoming  a  member  of  Company  H,  Fifty- 
second  Illinois  Infantry,  under  Cajjt.  Moffit.  He 
was  mustered  into  service  at  Geneva,  III.,  and 
spent  the  first  winter  guarding  the  Hannibal  &  St. 
Jo  Railroad  between  the  latter  city  and  .St.  Louis. 
In  the  spring  of  1862  he  was  in  Southern  Illinois 
and  Kentucky,  and  his  regiment  acted  as  guard  to 
convey  about  seven  thousand  of  the  Ft.  Donelson 
prisoners  to  Chicago.  Later  he  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Shiloh  and  the  siege  of  Corinth,  where  he 
was  taken  sick  and  sent  to  the  hosi)ital  in  Keokuk, 


where  he  received  his  discharge  in  November,  1862. 
He  re-enlisted  in  1865,  in  Company  H,  Or.e  Hun- 
died  and  Fifty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  did 
guard  duty  in  Tennessee,  Georgia  and  Alabama 
until  discharged  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  at  the  close  of 
the  war.  He  held  the  ofHce  of  First  Sergeant  under 
the  last  term  of  service.  Although  few  entered 
the  service  .as  j'oung  as  our  subject  he  was  ever 
found  at  his  post  of  duty,  and  in  the  ranks  tliere 
was  no  more  faithful  soldier. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  IMr.  Darnell  returned  to 
Kendall  County  where,  on  the  2d  of  December, 
1868,  he  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Mary 
Rodgers,  daughter  of  Israel  and  Maliala  (Salisbury) 
Uodgers.  the  daughter  a  native  of  Kendall  County 
and  the  parents  of  the  Empire  State.  Mr.  Darnell 
continued  to  engage  in  farming  in  his  native  county 
until  1877,  when  he  came  to  Iowa,  having  since 
resided  in  this  county.  His  home  was  brightened 
by  the  presence  of  two  interesting  children — 
George  and  Guy.  He  owns  a  fine  farm  of  three 
hundred  and  seventy-one  acres,  all  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation  and  well  improved  with  a  com- 
fortable residence,  substantial  outbuildings,  good 
fences,  the  latest  machiner}'  and  everything  nec- 
essary to  a  model  farm.  He  also  devotes  con- 
sitlerable  attention  to  the  raising  of  fine  stock,  and 
is  Secretary  and  Manager  of  the  Randalia  Cream- 
ery Company.  Energy  and  push  characterize  his 
business  career,  which  has  also  been  marked  by 
uprightness  and  fair  dealing.  He  is  a  Democrat, 
takes  an  active  part  in  public  affairs  and  for  sev- 
eral terms  has  held  the  office  of  Township  Trustee. 
Socially  be  is  a  member  of  Center  Post,  No.  276, 
G.  A.  R.,  of  Randalia,  in  which  he  has  filled  various 
offices,  serving  now  as  Adjutant.  He  made  for 
himself  an  enviable  record  during  the  late  war  and 
his  career  since  is  no  less  deserving  of  praise. 


x^^^  HRISTOPHKR  H.  WILSON,  who  is  engaged 
"  in  farming  on  section  17,  Illyria  Township, 

has  resided  at  this  place  for  about  nine  j'ears. 
He  was  born  January  7,  1856,  and  is  a  son  of  Chris- 
topher and  Jane  (Morras)  Wilson.     His  father  was 
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born  in  Durham  Count}-,  England,  October  26, 
1822.  and  when  quite  j-oiing  was  forced  to  earn  his 
own  bread.  His  parents  iiaddicd  and  thrown  upon 
his  own  resources  lie  began  life  for  himself.  Money 
was  left  to  educate  him,  but  parties  falsely  obtained 
possession  of  it  and  used  it  for  purposes  of  their 
own.  On  reaching  mature  years  he  wedded  Miss 
Morras,  who  was  born  in  Durham  Count\-,  in  No- 
vember, 1825.  It- was  in  1852  that  the\^  crossed 
the  broad  Atlantic  to  America,  accompanied  liy 
the  two  children,  who  were  born  unto  them  in 
their  native  land.  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  was  their 
destination  and  they  effected  a  settlement  in  lUyria 
Township  the  same  j'ear,  entering  land  from  the 
Government.  As  the  years  passed,  Mr.  AV^ilson's 
financial  resources  increased  and  be  kept  adding  to 
his  possessions  until  he  had  four  hundred  and 
twenty-five  acres  in  this  county  and  three  hundred 
and  si.xty  acres  in  Cherokee  County.  He  was  an 
enterprising  and  valued  citizen  and  a  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party  in  jjolitics.  His  wife  departed 
this  life  August  20,  1872,  and  his  death  occurred 
on  the  28tli  of  February,  1885.  In  their  family 
were  nine  children,  seven  of  whom  are  now  living: 
Anna,  wife  of  Walter  Pritchard ;  William  H.; 
.Uilia;  Christopher  H.,  of  this  sketch;  John,. Joseph  ; 
and  Mary,  wife  of  Lewis  llunsburger.  After  the 
death  of  the  mother  Mr.  Wilson  married  Rachel 
Davis,  by  whom  he  had  one  child — James  H. 

As  our  subject  is  widely  known  throughout  the 
county,  he  having  here  spent  his  entire  life,  his 
sketch  will  be  of  interest  to  mauj'  of  our  readers. 
He  was  reared  to  manhood  under  the  parental  roof 
and  obtained  such  educational  advantages  as  the 
common  schools  afforded.  On  attaining  his  major- 
ity in  eompanj'  with  a  brother  he  rented  a  farm 
which  the}-  operated  together  for  three  years.  An 
interesting  event  in  his  life  occurred  on  the  4th  of 
February,  1882,  when  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  MissLj'dia  Minger,  a  native  of  Illyria  Town- 
ship, born  July  27,  1861.  Her  parents.  Christian 
and  Anna  B.  (Messerli)  Minger,  were  both  born  in 
the  Canton  of  Berne,  Switzerland,  the  former  Sep- 
tember 23,  1827,  and  the  latter  November  22, 1829. 
They  were  married  in  their  native  land  and  there 
resided  until  1854,  when  they  crossed  the  Atlantic 
to  America.     Their  first  j'ear   in   the  New   World    \ 


they  spent  in  Ohio,  coming  to  this  county  in  1855. 
The  capital  with  which  they  began  life  in  the 
United  States  was -§27.  Their  first  home  in  Fayette 
Count}-  was  a  small  shanty  without  roof,  windows 
or  doors  but  Mr.  Minger  at  once  began  the  devel- 
opment of  a  farm  and  made  such  improvements 
from  time  to  time  as  he  could  until,  at  length,  he 
became  a  substantial  citizen,  owning  over  four 
hundred  acres  of  farming  land.  He  was  a  Demo- 
crat in  politics  and  died  August  14,  1885.  His 
wife  still  survives  him  as  do  five  of  their  nine  chil- 
dren, namely:  Fred,  Lydia,  John,  Charles  and  Ella. 
Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Wilson  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  the  farm  which  is  still  their  home,  and  their 
union  has  been  blessed  with  three  children,  one  son 
and  two  daughters — Mabel  J.,  John  M.  and  Annie. 
The  home  farm  of  our  subject  comprises  two  hun- 
dred and  forty-six  .acres  of  rich  land  and  its  value 
is  greatly  enhanced  by  the  many  improvements 
which  he  has  made.  The  buildings  are  all  in  good 
repair  and  the  stock  which  he  raises,  including 
cattle,  sheep  and  horses,  is  all  of  a  high  grade. 
Politically,  he  is  a  Republican  and  takes  a  warm 
interest  in  all  puljlic  affairs. 

-• -i^^ 


<«  I^ILLIAM  C.  POND,  a  prominent  farmer 
\/iJ/i  ■'*"*^'  'ntelligent  citizen  of  Scott  Township, 
\y\?'  residing  on  section  33,  was  born  in  Knox 
County,  Ohio,  March  17,  1834,  and  belongs  to  one 
of  the  early  New  England  families,  which  during 
Colonial  days  was  founded  in  this  country  by  Eng- 
lish emigrants.  His  father,  Abel  Pond,  was  born 
in  Schroon,  N.  Y.,  November  28,  1808,  and  was 
reared  to  manhood  in  Elsse.x  County,  where  he 
learned  the  wagon-maker's  trade,  which  he  followed 
through  many  years  of  his  life.  About  1832  he 
removed  to  Ohio,  and  in  the  wilderness  developed 
a  farm.  He  spent  his  last  days  in  New  London, 
Huron  County,  Ohio,  where  his  death  occurred 
September  20,  1852.  His  wife  was  Miss  Rhoda  C. 
Crowfoot,  who  was  born  in  Benson,  Vt.,  March  24. 
1811.  Their  marriage  was  celebrated  in  her  native 
city  on  the  21st  of  June,  1832,  and  she  survived 
her  liusband  many  years,  dying  at  the  home  of  our 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


503 


subject  on  the  4tli  of  .Tanuaiy,  1886.  I:i  tlieir 
family  were  five  ehililreu,  but  only  two  are  now 
living — William  C,  the  eldest;  and  the  youngest, 
Mrs.  Lucy  L.  Koil  of  Kansas.  Olive  K.  died  in 
Whiteside  County,  111.,  aged  forty-three  years; 
Washington  C.  died  in  Illinois;  and  Chancy  L.  died 
in  Ohio.  The  father  of  this  family  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Universalist  Church,  in  which  he 
served  as  Deacon.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat 
and  frequently  took  an  active  part  in  the  conven- 
tions of  his  party.  He  served  as  Postmaster  in 
Ohio  for  many  years  and  was  also  Captain  in  the 
State  Militia. 

Amid  the  scenes  of  pioneer  life  in  Ohio  William 
Pond  was  reared  to  manhood  upon  his  father's  farm. 
He  attended  the  common  schools  during  the  winter 
season  and  in  the  summer  aided  in  the  cultivation 
and  development  of  the  land,  thus  gaining  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  business  wliich  stood  him  in  good 
stead  when,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  at  his 
father's  death,  the  management  of  the  farm  and  the 
care  of  the  family  devolved  upon  him.  He  re- 
moved to  Illinois  in  1854,  locating  in  Ogle  County, 
where  he  made  his  home  for  twenty  years.  In  the 
fall  of  1873  he  came  to  Iowa  and  purchased  land 
in  Scott  'J'ownship,  Fa^'ette  County,  to  which  he 
removed  his  family  the  following  year.  That  farm 
has  since  been  his  home  and  from  a  wild  unculti- 
vated tract  it  has  been  transformed  into  rich  an<l 
fertile  fields  comprising  two  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  that  pay  tribute  to  his  care  and  cultivation. 
His  home  is  a  comfortable  and  substantial  residence, 
tastefully  furnished  and  its  surroundings  indicate 
the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  owner.  He  is  also 
a  stockholder  in  the  Stanley  Creamery  Association 
and  is  ranked  among  the  well-to-do  citizens  of  the 
township,  owing  to  his  industry,  perseverance  and 
good  management,  which  gained  for  him  a  com- 
fortable competence. 

On  the  19th  of  November.  1857,  in  Whiteside 
County,  111.,  Jlr.  Pond  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  PrisciUa  Strong,  who  had  formerly  lived  in 
the  same  neighborhood  with  him  during  his  resi- 
dence in  Ohio.  She  was  born  May  3,  1834,  and  they 
have  the  following  children:  Chancey  A.,  aj'oung 
farmer  of  Scott  Township;  Mrs.  Cora  A.  Hoppes 
of  Kansas;  Mrs.  Kva  E.  Uilhnanof  Stanle}-,  Buch- 


anan County;  Mrs.  Blanche  B.  Adler,  who  is  living 
in  Lane  County,  Kan.;  Jay  E.,  Earl,  May  F.  and 
Dannie  S.  This  family  is  one  of  whom  the  parents 
may  well  be  proud,  for  their  children  are  intelligent 
and  well  educated  and  bid  fair  to  become  useful 
and  respected  members  of  society.  Jay  was  a 
student  in  the  Ufjper  Iowa  University  of  Fayette 
and  Winnebago  City,  while  Cora,  who  also  attended 
school  in  Fayette,  has  successfully  engaged  in 
teaching  in  this  State  and  Kansas. 

It  was  in  1856  that  Mr.  Pond  cast  his  first  Presi- 
dential votC'for  Gen.  Fremont.  His  abolition  prin- 
ciples led  him  to  support  the  new  Republican  party 
and  since  that  time  he  has  never  wavered  in  his 
allegiance.  During  the  war  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Union  League,  an  active  supporter  of  all  war 
measures  and,  although  he  did  not  go  to  the  front, 
did  faithful  service  for  his  country  in  the  way  of 
aiding  volunteers,  helping  recruits,  raising  boun- 
ties, etc.  Formerly  he  was  a  member  of  the  Good 
Templars  Society  and  is  a  strict  Prohibitionist  in 
principle.  The  cause  of  education  has  ever  found 
iu  him  a  warm  friend  and  he  has  done  all  in  his 
power  to  advance  its  interests.  While  in  Illinois 
he  filled  with  credit  the  offices  of  Tax  Collector 
and  Postmaster  and  was  elected  as  Justice  of  tlie 
Peace  iu  this  county,  but  did  not  qualify.  He  was 
reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Universalist  Church  and 
to  its  doctrines  has  since  adhered.  An  upright 
life,  a  pleasant  and  courteous  manner  and  an  enter- 
prising spirit,  have  won  for  him  friends  in  both 
business  and  social  circles,  who  esteem  him  highly 
for  his  many  excellent  qualities. 


,  AUL  BUEHRER,  who  is  engaged  in  gen- 
eral merchandising  in  El  Dorado,  is  of  Ger- 
man birth.  His  parents,  Mathias  and  Chris- 
tina (Gutjahr)  Buehrer,  were  natives  of 
Baden,  German}^  and  spent  their  entire  lives  in 
that  country,  the  mother  dying  in  1866.  the  father 
in  1874.  In  their  family  were  five  sons  and  two 
daughters,  the  eldest  of  whom,  Mathias,  is  married 
and  resides  at  Grafton,  Iowa,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  farming;  Christian  died    in  Switzerland  at  the 
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age  of  tliiity-two  years;  Gottlieb,  who  is  raMiritnl 
,111(1  has  throe  children,  operates  a  meat  market  iu 
St.  Galleii,  Swilzerlaiu! ;  Paul  was  born  in  Baden 
July  0,  1808;  Paulina  is  the  wife  of  Rudolph 
DoiiiUe,  a  farmer  residing  in  El  Dorado,  In-  wlioui 
the  has  five  children;  Ernest  is  married  and  re 
sides  in  iMarine  City,  Mich.  He  was  educated  for 
the  ministry  in  the  theological  school  of  the  Ger- 
man Lutheran  Ciiurcli,  at  Mendota,  111.,  and  is  now 
preaching  for  the  Lutheran  Church,  of  Marine 
C'ily.  Those  of  the  family  who  emigrated  to 
America  came  with  our  subject  in  1873,  and  lo- 
cated in  Chickasaw  County,  Iowa. 

Paul  was  a  lad  of  fifteen  years  when,  in  com- 
pany with  other  members  of  the  family,  he  crossed 
the  Atlantic.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  El  Dorado 
since  1882,  in  which  year  he  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  in  partnership  with  his  brother-in- 
law,  R.  Donike.  That  connection  was  continued 
about  fifteen  months,  when  it  was  dissolved,  Mr. 
Bnehrer  continuing.  He  now  carries  a  full  line  of 
dry-goods,  groceries,  boots  and  shoes,  bats  and 
caps,  notions,  liardware,  etc.,  and  does  a  good 
liusiness.  He  has  a  fine  location  and  a  first-class 
building,  and  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the  peoijle 
of  the  community  in  an  unlimited  degree.  Since 
severing  his  connection  with  Mr.  Domke  he  was 
associated  with  Mr.  Poetting,  but  recently  bought 
out  his  partner's  interest  and  is  now  alone  in  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  Buclirer  was  married  in  October,  1880,  to 
Miss  Eva  Ilallock,  of  Chickasaw  County,  Iowa,  and 
on  the  31st  of  July,  1881,  was  born  unto  them  a 
son,  Elmer.  After  two  3-ears  of  happy  wedded  life 
the  mother  died  of  tyi)hoid  fever  in  October, 
1882.  Mr.  Buehrer  was  again  married  Februar^^ 
17,  1885,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Annie 
Glass,  daughter  of  Lorenzo  Glass,  of  Ft.  Atkinson, 
Winuesheik  County,  Iowa.  I'nto  them  have  been 
born  four  children — Brunhilde,  November  18, 
1885;  Walter,  February  7,  1887;  William,  in  Octo- 
ber, 1888;  and  Siegfried,  July  18,  1890.  All  were 
born  and  are  living  in  El  Dorado. 

For  a  number  of  years  past  Mr.  Buehrer  has 
held  the  office  of  Notary  Public,  being  the  only 
one  in  the  town,  and  has  been  Secretary  of  the 
School   Board  since   locating    in    Fl    Dorado.      In 


1882  he  was  appointed  Postmaster,  a  position 
which  he  still  holds,  having  been  one  of  the  few 
who  were  permitted  to  survive  the  change  of 
administration  of  1884.  He  occupies  an  honorable 
position  among  his  fellow-men  and  enjoj's  a  lucra- 
tive business.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  German  Lutheran  Church  and  in  politics  he  is 
a  stanch  Republican.  He  takes  an  active  interest 
in  public  affairs  and  gives  his  sup[)ort  to  any  meas- 
ure calculated  to  upbuild  or  benefit  the  community. 


\|^  AMES  WHARTON  McLEAN,  M.   D.   is  a 

prominent  practicing  physician  of  Fayette. 

He  is  widely  and  favorably  known  through- 
^^sJ  '^"''  ''''*'  county  and  we  feel  that  his  sketch 
will  thus  be  of  interest  to  many  of  our  readers. 
From  a  record  prepared  by  ,1.  1'.  McLean,  an  emi- 
nent scholar  of  this  family,  we  glean  many  of  the 
facts  herein  given.  Tlie  different  branches  of  this 
ver3'  numerous  family,  having  a  dozen  or  more 
different  ways  of  spelling  the  name,  are  traced  with 
singular  accuracy  to  the  old  Scottish  clan — 
MacLean — who  possessed,  by  charter,  as  early  as 
1390,  a  part  of  the  Island  of  Mull  off  the  west 
coast  of  Scotland  and  this  clan  traces  its  origin  to 
one  Gilleain,  who  flourished  about  1250  and  is 
named  as  its  first  chief.  From  that  time  until  the 
breaking  up  of  the  clan,  the  MacLeans  were  led  by 
a  succession  of  Ijravs  and  warlike  chiefs,  who  often 
found  it  necessary  to  defend  their  rights  or  revenge 
their  wrongs  at  the  sword's  i)oint.  Each  clan 
enjoyed,  in  large  degree,  sovereign  rights  until  the 
fatal  battle  of  Culloden,  April  16,  1746,  when 
the  Highland  array  was  defeated  by  the  English. 
One  of  the  results  of  the  English  victory  was  the 
taking  away  of  the  veritable  juris'liction  of  the 
proprietors  and  investing  it  in  the  crown,  and  the 
abolishing  of  the  Highland  garb.  These  and  other 
inimical  acts  destroyed  the  distinctexistence  of  the 
clans  and  caused  many  to  seek  homes  in  other 
lands.  The  United  States  alone  has  some  twenty- 
thousand  Scotch  descendants  by  the  name  of  Mc- 
Lean. As  authors,  poets,  warriors,  lawyers,  doc- 
tors and  divines  many  have  won  high  rank. 
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The  father  of  our  subject,  Rev.  John  McLean, 
was  born  July  22,  1805.  B3'  pious  parents  he  was 
reared  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  confessed  Christ  as 
his  Saviour.  Wlien  about  twenty-tliree  years  old 
he  began  the  work  of  tlie  ministry  in  the  Metho- 
dist Church,  being  received  on  trial  at  the  confer- 
ence held  in  Salein,  Pa.,  in  1828.  That  his  oppor- 
tunities for  education  were  meager  may  be  infeired 
from  his  own  statement.  ''M}'  sense  of  unworthi- 
ness,  by  lack  of  attainments  and  scholarship  was 
oppressive  and  often  weighed  my  spirit  down  to  a 
degree  of  anguish  of  soul  not  easily  described." 
The  consciousness  of  his  needs  stimulated  him  to 
greater  effort  and  in  the  course  of  time  he  became 
possessed  of  a  full  store  of  knowledge.  In  1830 
he  was  ordained  a  Deacon  at  Uniontown,  Pa.,  and 
two  years  later  at  the  conference  held  at  Wells- 
burg,  W.  Va.,  was  made  Elder.  After  fourteen 
years  connection  with  the  Pittsburg  Conference,  it 
was  divided  and  he  was  transferred  to  that  part 
composing  the  Erie  Conference,  thus  becoming 
identified  with  Methodism  on  the  Western  Reserve. 
When  in  1876  the  above  conferences  were  made 
into  three,  Mr.  McLean  cast  his  lot  witii  the  East 
Ohio  Conference.  After  forty-seven  years  of 
devoted  service  in  the  ministry,  he  took  a  superan- 
uated  relation  and  located  in  Can  field,  Ohio,  where 
he  died  February  15,  1887.  One  of  his  character- 
istics was  punctuality.  Bad  roads,  storms,  deep 
snows  or  aching  joints  (of  which  he  had  an  undue 
proportion)  would  not  deter  him  from  fulfilling  his 
appointments.  His  union  with  Miss  Laura  Pryor 
was  a  happy  one,  and  his  estimate  of  her  is  found 
in  a  short  poem  written  in  his  daughter's  album 
after  the  death  of  his  wife,  of  which  we  give  one 
stanza: 

■'The  kindest  woman  of  the  race, 
A  pure  exam|ile,  rich  in  grace. 

Was  she  I  called  my  wife. 
Full  two  and  thirty  years  we  lived 
In  sweetest  harmony,  nor  grieved, 

The  one,  the  other's  life." 

Though  possessed  of  the  choicest  graces  of  wom- 
anhood, Mrs.  McLean  was  not  without  decision  of 
character.  During  the  pastorate  of  her  husband 
in  Wesleyville,  a  saloon  was  opened  in  the  village 
in  spite  of  protest  and  in  defiance  of  law.     As  the 


'•lords  of  creation"  could  not  bo  induced  to  dis- 
pose of  the  nuisance,  Mrs.  McLean,  accompanied 
by  some  twentj-  of  the  best  women  of  the  town, 
armed  themselves  with  axes  and  hatchets,  and 
marched  to  the  infamous  place  and  soon  was  wit- 
nessed a  strange  commingling  of  whiskj',  beer, 
headless  barrels  and  necklcss  bottles.  While  the 
keeper  of  the  deu  was  swearing  out  warrants  for 
their  arrest,  they  gave  themselves  up.  The  grand 
jury  reported  "Not  a  true  bill,"  and  he  had  to  pay 
the  costs,  after  wliich  he  did  some  swearing  that  was 
not  connected  with   warrants. 

Dr.  McLean  is  the  sixth  of  eight  children  bom 
unto  this  worthy  couple.  He  was  born  in  Ravenna, 
Portage  County,  Ohio,  November  13,  1843,  and 
after  leaving  a  common  school  attended  an  acad- 
emy at  Waterford,  Pa.,  and  the  Western  Reserve 
Seminary  at  West  Farmington,  Ohio.  When  the 
war  broke  out  he  offered  his  services  to  the  Gov- 
ernment but  was  rejected  on  examination.  In 
1863  he  went  to  Prairie  Du  Chien,  Wis.,  and  was 
employed  as  teacher  in  the  graded  schools  of  Mont- 
fort,  Beetown  and  Patch  Grove.  At  the  last  place 
he  clerked  some  two  years  in  a  store.  In  the 
meantime  he  commenced  the  study  of  medicine 
with  Dr.  J.  B.  Cory,  surgeon  of  the  Convalescent 
Hospital  at  Prairie  Du  Chien.  In  IS65  and  1866 
he  took  a  course  of  medical  lectures  at  Ann 
Arbor,  Mich.,  and  in  1869  graduated  from  Rush 
Medical  College  of  Chicago.  Soon  after  he  loca- 
ted in  Volga  City,  where  he  successfully  practiced 
for  over  ten  years.  On  the  22nd  of  October,  1871 , 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna  E.  Mil- 
ler, a  native  of  New  York,  and  unto  them  have  been 
born  five  children  — Ilattie  L.,  Lester  W.,  Ray  A., 
Harry  A.,  and  John  P. 

In  1881  Dr.  McLean  removed  to  Fayette  and 
formed  a  partnership  with  Dr.  C.  C.  Parker.  In 
1876  he  took  a  special  course  at  Long  Island  Hos- 
pital and  in  1890  took  a  course  at  a  Polyclinical 
School  in  Chicago.  In  1876  he  represented  the 
Fayette  County  Medical  Society  at  the  Centen- 
nial meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association 
and  also  at  the  meeting  of  the  State  Medical  Soci- 
etj'.  In  the  county  organization  he  has  held  the 
position  of  secretary  and  treasurer  and  is  now  its 
president.     He    is  a    member    of    the    Knights   of 
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Pythias  fraternity,  having  held  the  highest  office 
ill  the  local  lodge  and  is  a  Kiiigiit  Templar  Mason, 
Ijcing  Master  of  the  Blue  Lodge,  and  Most  Kxcel- 
lent  Scribe  in  the  Chapter.  He  lias  been  represen- 
tative to  tlie  Grand  Lodge  and  at  the  Grand  Cliaii- 
ler.  Politically  he  is  a  Reiiublican  and  for  four 
years  was  Coroner.  Both  he  and  his  wife  belong 
to  the  Methodist  Church  of  which  he  is  a  Trustee 
and  Steward.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  and  of 
the  Town  School  Board.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that 
Dr.  McLean  takes  a  laudable  interest  in  all  the 
institiiti'jns  that  have  for  their  object  the  improve- 
inoiit  of  society. 


^T^REDERICK  FERDINAND  CREIG,  tlie 
L^^>  leading  meat  market  man  of  Brush  Creek 
;lj  "'  and  a  representative  citizen  of  the  commu- 
nity, was  born  near  Leipsic,  Prussia,  oa  the  iTth  of 
Januaiy,  1832.  His  father,  Mr.  Creig,  was  also  a 
native  of  the  same  place  and  died  when  our  subject 
was  but  a  child.  His  mother  was  married  a  second 
time  her  husband  being  Ernest  Shcope. 

Frederick  Ferdinand  w.as  reared  to  manhood 
under  the  parental  roof,  and  during  his  boyhood 
spent  much  of  his  time  in  the  shop  of  his  step- 
father who  was  a  butcher,  so  that,  at  the  age  of 
nine  years  he  could  dress  a  sheep  as  well  as  most 
men  who  had  been  trained  to  the  business.  About 
that  time  he  bade  good-by  to  home  and  native 
laud  and  in  1841  accompanied  an  aunt  to  America, 
she  locating  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  our  subject 
secured  a  position  in  a  butcher's  shop.  Subse- 
quently, a  man  in  Meadville,  Pa.,  hearing  of  Mr. 
Creig,  offered  him  $12  per  month  to  enter  his 
emplo}'.  The  offer  was  accepted  and  he  i-etainod 
the  position  until  1852,  when  lie  wont  with  a  drove 
of  over  seven  hundred  cattle  to  California,  wiicrc 
for  two  years  he  engaged  in  the  butchering  Inisi- 
ness  in  the  employ  of  a  company  at  Marysville, 
which  had  sent  liiiB  to  the  West.  Tliat  length  of 
time  on  the  Pacific  Slope  satisfied  his  taste  for 
■\Vcstern  life,  and  in  1854  he  returned  by  water  to 
Pennsylvania.      A  proof  of  his  offlciency  and  faith- 


fulness to  his  old  employer  [is  shown  by  tlie  fact 
that  on  his  retu'-n,  ho  was  at  once  received  back 
into  his  old  position. 

On  the  9th  of  April,  1857,  Mr.  Creig  and  Miss 
Christina  Stollc  were  married.  The  lady  was  born 
in  Bedford  County,  Pa.,  but  is  of  German  descent, 
her  grandparents  having  been  natives  of  German\'. 
Five  children  were  born  of  their  union  as  follows — 
JMiiinie  E.,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Samuel  White; 
William  IL,  a  butcher  b3'  trade;  Emma,  who 
married  Cornelius  Sletter;  Jennie,  wife  of  Henry 
Menges;  and  .lulia,  who  died  at  the  agfe  of  eight- 
een years. 

Mr.  Creig  is  one  of  the~coraparatively  recent 
arrivals  in  Fayette  County,  Iowa.  Fle  remained 
in  Pennsylvania  until  1880,  engaged  in  butchering 
or  dealing  in  stock  and  then  came  to  Brush  Creek. 
It  was  then  dull  times  and  during  the  first  months 
of  his  residence  in  this  community  he  was  very 
much  discouraged,  but  with  a  perseverance,  indus- 
try and  enterprise  that  have  characterized  his 
entire  life,  he  patiently  labored  on  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  the  leading  market  of  Brush  Creek.  He 
is  honest  in  his  dealings  and  in  every  wa}-  a  repre- 
sentative man  in  his  business.  When  it  is  known 
that  he  began  life  with  a  capital  of  but  sixty  cents, 
our  readers  will  gain  some  idea  of  how  he  had  to 
contend  against  adverse  circumstances;  however, 
thus  winning  to  himself  more  credit  for  his  success 
in  the  end.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  a  neatly  kept 
and  well  furnished  market  beside  some  other  prop- 
erly. In  politics  Mr.  Creig  is  a  Democrat,  and  in 
religious  belief  a  Lutheran. 


^jEORGE   W.  CHAMBERLIN   is   the  owner 


of  a  valuable  farm  of  four  hundrod  and 
fortj'  acres  in  Bethel  Township,  his  home 
being  o:i  section  15.  Fr<jni  a  wild  and  uncultivated 
tract  of  laud,  he  has  developed  rich  and  fertile 
fields  which  pay  a  golden  tribute  to  his  care  and 
cultivation;  useful  and  substantial  improvements 
have  been  made  thus  enhancing  the  value  of  the 
lilucc  and  every    f:u-ility    for   uiodol    farming    pro- 
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vided.  Good  barns  and  outbuildings  and  a  com- 
fortable dwelling  stands  as  monuments  to  his  thrift 
and  industrj',  and  the  fine  grades  of  stock  there 
seem  to  show  that  he  is  a  man  of  progressive  ideas. 
We  again  repeat  that  this  farm  is  one  of  the  best  in 
the  county,  but  we  will  turn  from  his  home  and 
take  up  the  personal  history  of  Mv.  Chamberlin, 
wiio  is  so  widely  and  favorabl}'  known  throughout 
the  community. 

He  is  a  native  of  Vermont,  his  birth  having 
occurred  in  Windsor  County,  September  22,  1824. 
His  parents,  Washington  and  Asenath  (Kellogg) 
Chamberlin,  were  also  born  in  that  county,  the 
former  April  23,  1795,  and  the  latter  August  29, 
1801.  Both  were  descended  from  early  New  Eng- 
land families,  the  Chamberlins  being  of  English 
descent  and  the  Kelloggs  of  English  and  Welsh. 
The}'  were  married  in  Bethel,  Vt.,  in  1819,  and 
their  union  was  blessed  with  nine  children  of  whom 
our  subject  was  third  in  order  of  birth:  Lucy  TM., 
the  eldest,  born  December  17,  1820,  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  Davis,  of  Bethel,  Windsor  County,  Vt.,  and 
the  mother  of  three  children;  M.artin  J.,  born 
September  8.  1822,  married  Jennie  Hubbard  in 
Windsor,  Vt.,  who  with  their  only  child  died.  He 
then  wedded  Katie  Hubbard,  a  sister  of  his  first 
wife  and  with  their  child  now  resides  in  Springfield, 
Mass.,  where  Mr.  Chamberlin  holds  the  position  of 
foreman  in  the  Smith  &  Wesson  gun  manufactur- 
ing establishment;  .lohn  L.,  born  March  8,  182r), 
died  in  Bethel,  Vt.,  August  18,  1852;  Hiram  M., 
born  June  6,  1829,  wedded  Mary  Kendall  of  Rut- 
land, Vt.,  who  (Hed  in  1887,  in  Springfield,  Mass., 
where  her  husband  and  three  children  are  now  liv- 
ing ;  Erancis  H.,  born  December  28,  1 831 ,  is  a  farmer 
of  Bethel,  Vt.,  he  wedded  Augusta  Davis  and  they 
have  one  daughter.  Bell;  Nancy,  born  October  28, 
1835,  is  living  in  Bethel,  Vt. ;  Julia  A.,  born  Sep- 
tember 8,  1812.  died  in  Bethel,  January  15,  1882; 
Hillie,  born  October  21,  1844,  died  in  infancy. 

In  the  public  schools  of  the  Green  Mountain 
Slate  George  W.  Chamberlin  acquired  his  education 
and  under  the  parental  roof,  in  the  usutd  manner  of 
farmsr  lads,  was  reared  to  manhood.  An  impor- 
tant event  in  his  life  occurred  on  July  22,  1845,  in 
Bethel,  where  he  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss 
Dorcas  M.  Billings,  daughter  of  Willard  and  Dorcas 


(Lamb)  Billings.  Her  father,  born  in  1782,  in 
Connecticut,  was  of  Finglish  descent,  and  lier 
mother  was  born  in  Connecticut  in  1787,  of  Scotch 
parentage.  In  their  family  were  the  following 
children:  Silenda  became  the  wife  of  Iia  Burbank 
in  Bethel,  Vt.,  and  they  removed  to  this  county  in 
1855,  locating  on  a  farm  in  Bethel  Township.  Their 
last  days  were  spent  in  AVest  I'nion ;  Hiram  was 
married  in  Ohio,  and  died  in  Wapello  County, 
Iowa,  leaving  three  children,  all  of  whom  are  now 
deceased  with  the  exception  of  Mrs.  Ilaugh,  of 
Bethel  Township;  Chastina  became  the  wife  of 
Robert  Keys  in  Ohio,  and  in  an  early  day  they 
removed  to  Chicago  where  Mr.  Keys  purchased 
property.  They  started  to  California  by  steamer 
about  1849  and  her  husband  died  during  the  voy- 
age and  was  buried  in  the  water.  Her  death 
occurred  in  California;  Lorenzo  married  Maria 
Gildersleeve  and  reside  in  Wisconsin  :  Almond  died 
in  early  j'outh  in  Hartland,  Vt. 

Mr.  Chamberlin  is  a  mechanic  by  trade  and  dur- 
ing the  earlier  years  of  his  life  followed  such  pur- 
suits. At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  left  his  native 
Stale  and,  going  to  Springfield,  Mass.,  secured  a 
position  in  the  National  Armory.  After  five  years 
spent  in  Springfield  we  find  him  in  Millbury,  en- 
gaged in  re[)airing  and  changing  old  muskets  from 
flint  locks  to  percussion  locks.  Going  to  South 
Carolina,  still  in  the  employ  of  the  Millbury  firm, 
he  there  engaged  in  work  on  guns  for  two  years 
when  he  returned  to  Windsor,  Vt.,  and  secured  a 
position  in  Robins  &  Lawrence's  gun  shop,  where 
he  remained  until  his  emigration  to  the  West.  In 
the  meantime  he  had  married  and  several  children 
were  born  of  the  union.  Thus  having  a  little  fam- 
ily dependent  upon  him,  it  was  natural  that  he 
should  seek  the  best  opportunities  for  acquiring  a 
competence  and  believing  that  he  would  better 
prosper  in  the  West,  he  accordingly  turned  his 
face  toward  the  setting  sun  and  on  the  4th  of  June, 
1855,  we  find  him  in  West  Union.  The  previous 
year  he  had  entered  a  quarter  section  of  land  in 
Beth'el  Township  (then  unorganized),  his  present 
farm.  On  the  3d  of  July,  he  made  his  way  to  a 
cabin  10x12  feet  belonging  to  Daniel  II.  Goodenow 
in  which  his  famil3-  lived  unlil  the  following 
November  when  his  own  cabin,  of  similar    dimen- 
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sions,  was  ready  for  occupancy.  The  following 
winter  lie  spent  in  getting  rails,  posts,  wood,  etc., 
and  making  preparations  for  the  development  of 
his  land.  His  life  hitlierto  had  been  one  of  con- 
finement in  the  shops,  tiius  this  winter  he  took  daily 
tri|)s  of  seven  miles  from  the  timber  to  the  prairie 
farm,  hauling  rails  ont  and  ret  inning  with  hay  and 
grain.  He  used  an  ox-team  and  in  the  almost 
frigid  temperature  of  Iowa  the  drive  vvas  not 
ahvay  of  the  most  [ileasant.  He  also  enjoyed  the 
questionable  luxury  of  being  hurrieil  home  inanj- 
times  b_v  the  l)lood-thirsty  wolves  which  then  in- 
fested both  prairie  and  forest.  Many  were  the 
hardships  and  trials  endured  by  this  worth}-  pio- 
neer and  his  most  estimable  wife  who  indeed 
pidved  a  helpmate  to  him  in  those  d.ays. 

Tlie  Chamberlin  home  was  also  brightened  and 
blessed  by  the  presence  of  six  children:  Lewis  A., 
the  first  born,  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  da}* 
in  .'^pringfield,  Mass.,  July  6,  1S46,  married  I  mo- 
gene  .Saucer,  IJecember  24,  1874,  at  Ft.  Atkinson, 
Iowa  and  they  now  reside  with  their  family  of  four 
children  in  Harlan,  Kan.,  whei-e  he  is  employed  in 
a  warehouse.  Their  children  are  Viola,  Nellie, 
Dorcas  Ethel  and  George  Francis.  Emma  D.,  born 
in  Springfield,  Mass.,  May  18, 1841),  in  Bethel,  Iowa, 
November  25,  1868,  became  the  wife  of  .lames  B. 
Woodburn,  by  whom  she  has  three  children,  Alson 
C,  Willie  and  Walter,  and  they  now  reside  on  a 
farm  near  Minden,  Neb.;  Frank  \V.,  born  in  Wind- 
sor, Vt.,  January  12,  IS.5.5,  married  Nellie  Ward 
April  20,  1886  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Gra- 
ham Count}',  Kan.,  where  he  resides  with  his  wife 
and  daughter,  Clara;  Hattie  S.,  born  October  12, 
1856,  in  Bethel,  Iowa,  on  Januar}'  1,  1873,  became 
tlie  wife  of  John  Brockway  who  is  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business  in  Chickasaw  County,  Iowa.  Their 
children  are  Matlie,  Grace  and  Susan;  Ira  George, 
bcnii  on  the  homestead  farm,  April  6,  1864,  married 
Esther  A.  Crandall,  September  14,  1887,  and  oper- 
ates a  portion  of  the  home  place.  The}'  have  two 
children,  Gladdys  Irena  and  Earle  Almond;  Ida 
Grace,  twin  sister  of  Ira  George,  is  at  liome  wiih 
her  parents  and  completes  the  family. 

Mr.  Chamberlin  possesses  most  excellent  business 
ability  as  is  evinced  by  the  success  which  has 
attended  his  efforts.     He  began  life  with  no  capital 


save  industry,  enterprise  and  a  determination  to 
succeed  and  has  risen  to  a  position  of  wealth  and 
inllucnce,  winning  the  confldence  and  respect  of  all 
by  the  uprightness  which  has  characterized  his 
dealings.  His  success  is  certainly  justly  merited. 
In  his  political  affiliations  in  earh'  life  he  was  an 
oidline  Whig.  On  the  organization  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  he  joined  its  ranks  and  afterward 
atliliated  with  the  Greenback  party  but  now  holds 
himself  free  to  support  whatever  candidate  he  may 
desire.  In  religious  connection,  he  and  his  wife 
were  formerly  Methodists  but  their  views  being 
more  liberal  than  those  held  by  that  church  they 
withdrew.  Mr.  Chamberlin  tak€s  considerable 
interest  in  civic  societies,  has  held  memhershi[)  in 
the  Odd-Fellows  Lodge,  with  the  Patrons  of  Hus- 
bandry and  the  Sons  of  Temperance.  He  is  now  a 
member  in  good  standing  of  Ansel  IIum()hreys 
(  hapter,  R.  A.  M.  of  Faj'ette,  Iowa,  and  West 
Fnion  Lodge,  No.  69,  A.  F.  &  A.  i\I.,  and  Lang- 
ridge  Commander}',  No.  47,  K.  T.,  both  of  West 
Union. 

Our  subject  h.as  filled  almost  all  of  the  townshi|) 
ollices  and  was  instrumental  in  bringing  aliout  the 
change  of  the  name  of  the  township  of  Bethel  and 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
fioin  this  township,  and  was  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  1890. 


-^^ 


KWIS  M.  lURCII,  one  of  the  (lioneer  set- 
Oj  tiers  of  the  county,  now  residing  in  Pleas- 
ant Valley  Township,  is  a  native  of  Greene 
County,  Ind.  He  was  born  July  21,  1830,  and 
with  his  parents  removed  to  Marshall  County,  111., 
in  1848.  Three  years  later,  having  attained  his 
majority,  he  came  to  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  and 
located  on  land  now  owned  by  G.  A.  Oelwein,  a 
part  of  which  is  comprised  within  the  corporate 
limits  of  the  city  bearing  the  owner's  name. 

Mr.  Burch  was  three  times  married.  His  first 
wife  was  Miss  Louisa  Beasley,  whom  he  wedded 
October  16,  1851,  and  who  died  in  March,  1855, 
leaving  two  children,  a  son  and  daughter,  namely: 
Sarah  E.,  who  was  born  January  27,  1853,  and  is 
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now  the  wife  of  Hiram  Miller  of  Brainard,  Iowa; 
and  George  W.,  wiio  was  born  June  4,  1854,  and 
was  killed  by  lightning  April  12,  1872,  when 
eighteen  years  of  age.  Mr.  Burch's  second  mar- 
riage was  celebrated  in  West  I'nion,  in  185G,  when 
he  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Mrs.  Catharine  Butler, 
widow  of  Jacob  Butler,  and  a  daughter  of  Jose|)h 
and  Louisa  Johnson.  She  was  born  in  Lawrence 
County,  111.,  and  had  two  children  by  her  former 
marriage,  sons:  Joseph  Butler,  who  married  Adelina 
Meikle  and  resides  in  Oelwein;  and  Harrison,  who 
wedded  Mary  Meikle,  and  is  a  farmer  of  Jefferson 
Townsiiip.  Mrs.  Burch  was  the  mother  of  one  son 
and  three  daughters  by  her  second  marriage — 
Arvilla  J.,  born  October  20,  1857,  is  now  the  wife 
of  A.  J.  Anders,  a  jiracticing  attornej'  of  Oelwein, 
whose  sketch  is  given  elsevvhere  in  this  volume; 
James  A.,  born  May  4,  1859,  married  Rena  Mitchell, 
and  is  engaged  in  f.arming  in  Jefferson  Township; 
Mary  Ellen,  born  September  12,  1860,  died  at  the 
age  of  one  year;  and  Julia  A.,  born  August  23, 
18G3,  is  the  wife  of  Wijliam  Anders  of  Oelwein. 
Mrs.  Burch  died  in  May,  1872,  and  was  buried  in 
tlie  cemetery  which  was  laid  out  by  her  father-in- 
law.  On  tlie  10th  of  November,  1873,  in  Fayette 
County,  Mr.  Burch  was  joined  in  wedlock  witli 
Miss  Floretta  Miller,  who  was  born  in  Monroe, 
Green  County,  Wis.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  lliram 
and  Martha  Miller.  Four  children  were  b(jrn  of 
tiie  latter  marriage,  one  son  and  three  daughters^ 
Lewis  L..  born  October  17,  1874;  Martha  L.,  l)orn 
March  21,  1876;  Katie,  born  August  10,  1877; 
and  Lorena,  born  April  19,  1882. 

Mr.  Burch  continued  farming  in  Jefferson  Town- 
ship until  the  fall  of  1888,  when  he  removed  to 
Pleasant  Valley  Township  of  the  same  county, 
where  he  is  still  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  served  as  the  first 
constable  of  Jefferson  Township,  and  also  held 
other  local  offices  while  there  residing.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church  its  was  his  second 
wife.  He  is  said  to  have  been  the  flrst  permanent 
white  settler  in  Jefferson  Township,  and  after  the 
a<lvent  of  his  father  and  his  large  family  the 
settlement  they  maile  was  known  as  the  Burch 
Settlement.  Mr.  Burch  is  one  of  the  oldest  sur- 
vivors of  the  earl}'   pioneers  of  Fayette   County,    i 


He  has  always  been  known  as  an  upright,  honor- 
able man,  generous  and  confiding  in  disposition 
and  still  maintains  that  cordial,  open-hearted  hospi- 
tality, that  characterized  the  settiers  of  the  western 
frontier. 


-==^®= 
^^'^^K- 


OBERT  J.  YOUNG,  a  farmer,  stock-raiser, 
insurance  agent  and  progressive  citizen  of 
Oran  Township  who,  since  1856,  has  made 
his  home  in  this  county,  now  resides  on 
section  23.  He  purchased  his  present  farm  in 
1881 — a  highly  improved  tract  of  eightj'  acres 
which  paj's  tribute  to  his  care  and  cultivation.  The 
history  of  the  life  of  Mr.  Young  is  as  follows:  He 
was  born  in  London,  F^ngland,  November  15,  1844, 
and  is  a  son  of  Richard  N.  and  Sarah  (Butler) 
Young.  His  father  was  born  in  London  on  Christ- 
mas Day  of  1820,  and  became  a  gas  fitter,  which 
business  he  followed  for  many  years.  He  married 
Miss  Butler,  who  was  born  in  Berkshire  in  1820, 
and  in  1848  the^'  boarded  an  American-bound 
vessel  at  Liverpool,  crossing  the  broad  Atlantic  to 
New  York.  They  settled  in  Brooklyn,  where  Mr. 
Young  found  work  at  his  trade.  His  wife  died  in 
that  city  September  29,  1854,  and  the  following 
year  he  removed  to  Chicago,  where  he  resided 
until  1857,  when  he  became  a  resident  of  Hazelton, 
Buchanan  County,  Iowa.  He  now  makes  his  home 
in  Jefferson  Township,  this  county.  In  their  fani- 
ily  were  only  two  children — the  sister,  Sarah  Jane, 
having  died  in  Brooklyn  September  30,  185^,  at 
the  age  of  eight  years. 

After  his  mother's  death  Robert  J.  Young  lived 
with  an  uncle  until  he  had  attained  to  fourteen 
years,  when  he  struck  out  to  shift  for  iiiniself.  He 
was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Brooklyn  and  also 
pursued  his  studies  in  this  county,  but  much  of 
his  knowledge  has  been  acquired  through  reading 
in  leisure  hours.  He  is  now  a  well-informed  man, 
owing  to  his  improving  the  time  which  many 
another  would  have  spent  in  idleness  or  recreation. 
At  the  age  of  twelve  years  he  became  a  resident  of 
Buclianan  County,  and  when  a  young  man  of  nine- 
teen enlisted   at  Independence,  Iowa,  in    1863,  for 
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three  j'sars'  service.  He  was  assigned  to  Company 
F,  First  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  mustered  in  at  Du- 
buque, tiie  regiment  joining  tlie  Army  of  the  West. 
He  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Princeton.  Camden, 
Spoonville,  Little  Rock,  Elkins  Ford,  Moreau  River, 
Jenkins  Ferry  and  others,  and  also  the  Red  River 
expedition,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war  went  with 
Gen.  Custer  to  Alexandria,  La.,  and  thence  into 
Texas  as  far  as  Houston.  He  was  mustered  out  at 
Austin,  Tex.,  in  March,  186G,  took  passage  on 
a  steamer  for  Xew  Orleans,  and  was  discharged  at 
Davenport  a  few  days  later,  after  having  faithfully 
followed  the  old  flag  through  three  years  of  war- 
fare. 

When  peace  was  once  more  restored  Mr.  Young 
returned  to  this  count}'  and  again  engaged  in 
farming.  In  1873  he  married  i?elle  Ross,  a  native 
of  Indiana  and  a  daughter  of  Samuel  A.  K.  and 
Angeline  (Malott)  Ross,  the  former  a  native  of 
New  York,  born  December  27,  1825,  and  the  latter 
born  the  same  year  on  the  4th  of  May.  Their 
marriage  was  celebrated  in  Ripley  County,  Ind., 
whence  they  emigrated  to  Oran  Township,  this 
county,  in  18G7.  On  both  sides  the  families  are 
of  Scotch  origin.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young  began  their 
domestic  life  in  Oran  Township,  where  have  been 
born  unto  them  four  children  and  the  family  circle 
jet  remains  unbroken.  In  the  order  of  birth  they 
are:  Amelia  E.,  born  December  21,  1874;  George 
W.,  May  12,  1878;  Clarence  B.,  January  9,  1880; 
and  Robert  L.,  July  21,  1888. 

We  And  in  our  subject  an  enterprising  citizen 
who  takes  a  deep  interest  in  everything  pertaining 
to  the  welfare  of  the  community  and  the  advance- 
ment of  its  best  interests.  He  votes  with  the  Repub- 
lican part}'  and  has  held  the  office  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace  and  Township  Clerk,  while  for  fourteen 
years  he  did  effective  service  for  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation as  a  member  of  the  School  Hoard.  He  is 
now  serving  his  second  term  as  Commander  of 
Griinth  Post,  No.  134,  G.  A.  R.,  of  which  he  was 
also  Adjutant  for  a  number  of  years.  He  holds 
membership  with  Fairbanks  Lodge,  No.  148,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.,  and  with  Oelwein  Lodge,  No.  294, 
I.  O.  O.  F.  He  has  passed  all  the  chairs  in  this 
order  and  served  as  District  Deputy  Grand  Master 
in  187G  and   1877.     His  wife   is  a  member  of  the    ' 


Free-Will  Baptist  Church,  of  Oelwein.  and  the 
worthy  couple  are  held  in  universal  esteem.  Our 
subject  served  five  years  in  the  State  Militia,  and 
rose  from  Corporal  to  Second  Lieutenant.  He  was 
also  Census  Enumerator  for  1880  and  1890.  He 
represents  the  following  insurance  companies:  The 
Ilawkeye,  of  Des  Moines,  The  Iowa  State  Wind 
Storm  and  Cyclone  Association,  The  Seeurit}',  of 
Davenport,  and  The  Fayette  Count}'  IMutual  Fire 
Insurance  Company,  our  subject  being  one  of  the 
directors  and  was  elected  in  June,  1890,  as  Treas- 
urer. Richard  N.  Young  served  in  the  late  war  in 
Company  G,  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry,  for  three  years. 
Samuel  A.  K.  Ross,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Young,  also 
served  in  defense  of  his  country,  in  Company  H, 
Fortieth  Indiana  Infantry. 


E^ 


<^  IfclLLIAM  BUCHANAN  STEVENSON,  of 
\/iJ//  ^^y^^^^^  's  '^  representative  of  one  of  the 
W^  old  established  families  of  the  county.  His 
grandfather.  Dr.  Matthew  .Stevenson,  was  born  in 
Frederick  County,  Md..  in  1778,  and  was  one  of  a 
family  of  seven  children,  numbering  five  sons  and 
two  daughters.  When  a  young  man,  having  just 
completed  a  course  of  medical  study,  he  went  to 
MifHin  County,  Pa.,  where  he  began  practicing.  It 
was  during-  his  residence  in  that  place  that  he 
married  Miss  Jane  Gilson,  a  relative  of  James 
Buchanan,  and  as  his  mother  also  belonged  to  the 
family  of  which  the  President's  people  were  a 
branch,  the  initial  B  is  very  common  among  the 
Stevensons.  In  Mifflin  County  were  born  two  sons 
— Gilson  and  Thomas  W.  B.  The  Doctor  then 
removed  with  his  family  to  Westmoreland  County, 
Pa.,  where  he  continued  to  practice  medicine  until 
1819,  when  he  returned  to  the  old  Stevenson  home- 
stead (the  farm  on  which  he  was  born)  in  Freder- 
ick County,  Md.,  and  lived  on  eighty  acres  of  land 
which  his  father  had  given  him.  In  the  spring  of 
1830,  accompanied  by  his  family  now  numbering 
ten  children,  the  Doctor  removed  to  Ohio,  and 
purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in 
York  Township,  Sandusky  Comity,  Ohio,  of  James 
Birdscye,  the  purchase  price  being  8450.    He  there 
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continued  the  practice  of  medicine  until  within  a  few- 
years  of  his  death.  He  died  January  6,  184y,  leav- 
ing a  wife,  eight  sons  and'  three  daughters.  His 
widow  lived  on  the  farm  until  her  death  wliich 
occurred  in  June,  1877.  Four  of  the  children  still 
reside  on  the  old  homestead  which  is  now  worth 
more  than  $100  per  acre. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Thomas  W.  B.  Stev- 
enson, the  second  of  the  family  was  born  in  Mifflin 
County,  Pa.,  not  far  from  Gettysburg,  August  G, 
1812,  and  when  a  young  man  accompanied  his  par- 
ents to  Ohio.  He  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade 
and  on  his  father's  farm  until  his  marriage.  On 
the  5th  of  July,  1852,  he  married  Mrs.  Ellen  D. 
Stevenson  nee  Comstock,  who  was  born  March  14, 
1817.  in  Connecticut.  She  was  the  widow  of  Will- 
iam Stevenson,  son  of  William  Stevenson,  Sr.,  who 
was  a  brother  of  Dr.  Matthew  Steven.son,  and  by 
her  first  husband  she  had  four  children,  of  whom 
two  are  yet  living:  Mrs.  M.  E.  Babcock.  of  this 
county,  and  Mrs.  Amanda  Cloyes,  of  Chautauqua 
County,  Kan.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Stevenson, 
Oliver  and  Mary  (Stebbens)  Comstock,  were  na- 
tives of  Connecticut.  Her  father  served  in  the  War 
of  1812  and  with  his  family  emigrated  to  Sandusky 
County,  Ohio,  when  Pollen  was  a  child  of  twelve 
years. 

Mr.  Thomas  Stevenson  came  to  this  county  and 
entere<l  a  section  of  land  in  Smithfield  Townshi[), 
and  locating  upon  that  farm  was  joined  b}'  his 
family  the  following  year.  He  and  his  wife  added 
to  their  landed  possessions  by  entry  and  purchase 
until  they  had  over  twelve  hundred  acres,  nearly 
all  of  which  still  belongs  to  the  family.  Mr.  Stev- 
enson was  a  very  successful  business  man  who  by 
his  honorable  dealing  and  upright  course  won 
many  friends.  He  was  a  Republican  in  politics 
and  religiously  his  views  were  in  harmony  with 
those  of  the  Methodist  faith.  He  was  not  an  ofHce- 
secker  though  he  was  honored  with  the  positions  of 
Treasurer  and  Trustee  of  his  township.  His  death 
occurred  on  the  19th  of  December,  1886,  and  his 
widow,  who  still  survives  him.  now  resides  in  Fay- 
ette. They  were  the  parents  of  three  children: 
AVilliam  B.  born  May  20,  1853,  in  Sandusky 
County,  Ohio;  Jay  RI.,  born  in  the  same  countj', 
N(>veml)er  6,  1855,  married  Miss  Haltie  L.  Donne, 


January  24,  1883.  She  died  of  pulmonary  con- 
sumption on  the  26th  of  December  of  the  same 
year,  and  on  the  8th  of  November,  1886,  he  mar- 
ried Oletha  J.  Cummings.  One  child  was  born 
unto  them,  Adrian  Thomas,  born  March  15,  1888; 
Ralph  L.  was  born  March  30,  1861,  in  Fayette 
County,  died  March  25,  1863. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  but  three  years 
old  when  the  family  came  to  Fa3'ette  County.  He 
was  reared  to  hone'st  tod  on  the  farm  and  in  youth 
acquired  habits  of  industry,  self-reliance  and  enter- 
prise which  have  remained  with  him  through  life. 
After  attending  the  district  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood he  spent  three  terms  in  the  Upper  Iowa 
University,  thus  preparing  himself  for  any  business 
he  might  wish  to  pursue.  On  the  25th  of  March, 
1878,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lizzie 
Stranahan,  daughter  of  L.  M.  and  Sarah  A.  (Cnck- 
rell)  Stranahan,  and  a  native  of  Smithfield  Town- 
ship, this  county,  born  May  30,  1858. 

In  1879  Mr.  Stevenson  removed  to  Harper 
County,  Kan.,  and  there  entered  a  quarter-section 
of  land  upon  which  he  made  his  home  for  about 
nine  years,  devoting  himself  to  its  cultivation  and 
improvement.  In  1888  he  returned  to  this  county, 
locating  in  Fayette.  Beside  the  farm  in  Kansas  he 
owns  three  hundred  and  twent}'  acres  of  land  and 
a  half  interest  in  an  undivided  tract.  His  home 
has  lieen  blessed  by  the  presence  of  two  children — 
Oliver  W.,  born  January  22,  1879,  and  Nellie  I., 
born  July  22,  1881.  Politically,  Mr.  Stevenson  is 
a  supporter  of  Rei)ublican  principles.  Though  a 
young  man  he  is  ranked  among  the  old  settlers. 
In  .addition  to  his  farming  interests  he  is  engaged 
in  handling  farm  macliiner^-  and  windmills,  has  a 
good  trade  in  that  line  and  is  widely  known  as  an 
houorabie,  straightforward  business  man. 


-o»o-^JA><A^..o*o~ 

IIARLES  E.  CHAPMAN,  proprietor  of  a 
1,,  _  livery,  feed  and  sale  stable  of  West  Union, 
^i^  was  born  in  the  town  of  Brush  Creek,  Fay- 
ette County,  on  the  23d  of  Jauuaiy,  1861.  and  is 
the  youngest  son  of  George  and  Lydia  Vj.  (Jones) 
Chapman,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in 


514 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


this  volume.  Our  subject,  wlio  lias  passed  his 
entire  life  in  this  county,  spent  the  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youlli  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer 
lads,  alternating  his  time  between  work  upon  the 
farm  in  the  summer  months  and  attendance  at  tlie 
district  scliools  in  the  winter  seasons.  His  primary 
education  was  supplemented  by  a  course  in  the 
Upper  Iowa  University  at  Fayette,  and  after  com- 
pleting his  studies  he  was  variously  employed  until 
1885,  when  he  came  to  West  Union,  and  embarlied 
in  the  business  to  wliich  he  3'et  devotes  his  atten- 
tion. 

On  the  22d  of  January,  1889,  having  made  choice 
of  a  helpmate,  Mr.  Chapman  led  to  the  marriage 
altar  Miss  Helen  Wilber,  one  of  Fayette  County's 
fair  daughters.  Her  father,  Richard  Wilber,  was 
one  of  the  earl3'  settlers  of  this  conimunit3',  having 
with  his  family  come  to  the  countj'  during  the  dajs 
of  its  infancy'.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chapman  have  a 
pleasant  home  in  West  Union,  where  they  have 
lived  since  their  marriage.  He  is  a  Democrat  in 
politics,  having  supported  that  party  since  attain- 
ing his  majority.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  order,  belonging  to  West  Union  Lodge, 
No.  69,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Ansel  Humphreys  Chapter, 
No.  80,  R.  A.  M.  of  B\ayette;  and  Langridge  Com- 
mandery.  No.  47,  of  West  Union;  also  to  West 
Union  Lodge,  No.  124,  K.  P.  Mr.  Chapman  is 
doing  a  successful  business  and  is  the  owner  of  the 
most  popular  stables  of  the  city. 


^^EORGP:  L.  chapman,  deceased,  an  early 
ill  (— -  settler  of  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  was  a  native 
^■^^Jl  of  Virginia.  He  was  born  in  Frederick 
County,  December  29,  1826,  spent  liis  early  life  in 
that  State  and  in  1847  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Lydia  E.  Jones,  who  was  a  native  of  Virginia. 
The  eight  years  succeeding  their  marriage,  they 
spent  in  "Virginia  and  in  1855  started  westward, 
emigrating  to  Iowa.  Mr.  Chapman  chose  as  the 
scene  of  his  labors  Delaware  Count}',  but  after  four 
years  he  came  to  F.ayettc  County,  1859,  making  a 
settlement  in  Brush  Creek,  whence  the  following 
spring  he  removed  to  a  farm  in  Putnam  Township, 


where  he  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until 
1867,  when  he  went  to  Smithficld  Township,  also  of 
Fajette  County-,  where  he  continued  farming  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  February  6,  1890. 

Mr.  Chapman  was  quite  successful  in  his  business 
undertakings  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was 
owner  of  three  hundred  and  twentj'  acres  of  fine 
land  being  known  as  one  of  tlie  prosperous  farmers 
of  Smithfield  Township.  In  politics,  he  was  a  life- 
long Democrat  and  in  the  community-  in  which  he 
lived  ranked  among  the  highly  respected  citizens. 
His  wife,  who  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  died  March  5,  1889,  after  a  useful  and 
well-spent  life.  This  family  consisted  of  two  sons 
and  a  daughter.  The  latter,  Mary  E.,  is  the  eldest 
and  resides  with  her  brother  on  the  home  farm  in 
Smithfield ;  Robert  A.,  wedded  Mary  McDonald 
and  owns  and  operates  the  old  homestead;  Charles 
E.,  the  youngest  sou,  is  the  subject  of  the  sketch 
given  above. 

-     ...    ,'3,  .'^^.'-^-^,  .e,    «,.      - 


GEORGE  W.  FITCH,  ex-county  Superintend, 
ent  of  schools,  in  Fayette  Count}-,  Iowa, 
was  born  in  Youngstown,  Mahoning  (tlicn 
Trumbull)  Count}',  Iowa,  October  13,  1844.  He 
was  the  second  son  and  third  child  of  George  and 
Deborah  (Boleyn)  Fitch.  His  father  was  born  in 
New  York  City  in  1805,  and  died  near  Hubbard, 
Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  in  1848.  He  was  asonof 
William  Ha>-nes  Fitch,  who  was  born  in  1772,  died 
in  1826,  and  was  the  eldest  son  of  Ilaynes  Fitch, 
who  was  born  in  1735,  removed  from  Norwalk, 
Connecticut,  to  Broadman,  Ohio,  in  1804,  and  died 
in  LSI 5.  He  was  a  descendant  of  Rev.  James 
Fitch,  a  native  of  Boking,  Essex  County,  England. 
Born  in  1622,  he  came  to  America  in  1638,  and  set- 
tled in  Connecticut.  Among  his  descendants  was 
Hon.  Thomas  Fitch,  his  nepliew,  who  was  born  in 
1699,  and  for  a  time  served  as  Governor  of  Con- 
necticut. He  was  also  one  of  the  benefactors  of 
Yale  College  in  its  early  days  and  was  the  author 
of  its  present  charter.  Rev.  James  Fitch  who  emi- 
grated from  England  in  1G38,  was  a  missionary 
among  the  Pequod  Indians,  learning  and  preaching 
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their  language.  He  was  afterwards  pastor  of  the 
Congregational  Church  at  Sabine,  and  also  at  Nor- 
wich. For  his  second  wife  he  marrried  Priscilla 
Mason,  daughter  of  Ca])t.  John  Mason,  who  led 
the  famous  expedition  against  the  Pequods. 

The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Eli  and  Jane  (Brisbine)  Boleyn.  He  was  born  in 
Virginia  in  1793,  and  she  in  Westmoreland  County, 
Pa.,  in  1790,  their  marriage  taking  place  in  Ohio  in 
1812.  The  grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the  second 
war  with  England  and  was  assigned  to  duty  on  the 
frontier  of  Ohio  wiiere  all  of  liis  toes  were  frozen 
off  and  he  was  disciiarged.  lie  was  obliged  to  make 
his  wa3'  home  through  the  wilderness  on  horseback. 
The  first  horse  was  mired  down  in  a  swamp  and  left 
to  die  while  its  rider  crawled  to  the  nearest  house 
and  bought  another  horse,  finally  succeeding  in 
reaching  home.  Seven  children  were  born  unto 
them,  six  of  whom  are  now  living — James,  Nancy, 
Deborah,  Samuel,  Thomas  and  David.  Thomas 
came  from  Pennsylvania  to  Iowa  by  boat  in  1852 
and  the  following  year  settled  in  Illyria Township, 
Fa^-ette  County.  Others  of  the  family  followed 
two  years  later  so  that  all  were  residents  of  Iowa 
in  1854,  except  James  and  Nancy.  The  mother 
died  in  Illyria  Township  in  Febiuar}',  1853,  and 
her  husband  followed  her  twelve  years  later.  He 
was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Queen  Anne  of  England, 
but  that  fact  is  no  especial  honor  to  his  memory. 

Of  the  paternal  family  there  were  seven  children, 
of  whom  the  father  of  our  subject  is  the  eldest.  He 
married  Margaret  Boleyn,  by  whom  he  had  one 
daughter,  Martha  Jane,  who  became  the  wife  of  Ira 
Kitch  of  Hendersonville,  Mercer  County,  Pa.,  and 
who  died  of  wounds  received  in  the  battle  of 
Spottsylvania.  He  was  a  member  of  the  One  Hun- 
dredth Pennsylvania  Infantry.  He  married  a  sister 
of  his  first  wife.  Ann  married  Aaron  Retfves  who 
was  for  many  years  a  merchant  at  Coitsville,  Ohio, 
but  both  are  now  decensed;  Amaryllis,  became  the 
wife  of  John  II.  McCombs,  for  forty  years  a  mer- 
chant of  Warren  County,  Oiiio,  and  thej'  are  also 
deceased;  Alice  married  Franklin  Thorne,  of 
Youngstown,  Ohio,  who  engaged  in  farming  in  that 
State  and  Pennsylvania,  dying  there  in  1858.  His 
widow  removed  with  her  famil}'  to  Youngslown, 
where  she  died   ten  years  ago,     William    Haynes 


married  Eleanor  Van  Fleet,  November  8, 1829,  in 
Youngerstown,  Ohio,  and  on  the  8th  of  November, 
1879,  they  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  in  that 
city,  where  they  have  now  been  residents  for  sixty 
years.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  attainments  and  bore 
the  distinction  of  having  organized  the  first  Sun- 
day-school in  Youngstown.  He  was  a  devout 
Christian  and  frequently  preached  for  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  was  a  member 
for  many  years.  The  last  thirty  years  of  his  life 
were  spent  as  book-keeper  for  the  large  mercantile 
and  manufacturing  establishment  of  Arms,  Powers 
cfe  Co.,  in  Youngerstown,  with  whom  he  was  a  part- 
ner in  business;  and  for  many  years  cashier  in  the 
Mahoning  National  Bank.  His  conversation  was  al- 
ways thoughtful  and  calculated  to  elevate.  For 
fifteen  years  he  was  collector  of  tolls  on  the  New 
York  and  Erie  Canal  which  psssed  through  Youngs- 
lown prior  to  its  becoming  a  great  railroad  center. 
He  had  a  family  of  eleven  children:  William  H. 
Jr.,  his  eldest  child,  was  for  many  years  Secretary 
of  the  Detroit,  Mich.  Gas  Works  and  died  in  that 
city  in  1881.  Edward  has  not  been  heard  of  in 
many  years  and  is  presumed  to  have  died  or  been 
killed.  So  far  as  known  he  was  not  married.  Mary 
wedded  Martin  Bentley  who  died  soon  after  leaving 
one  child — Martin,  Jr.  He  was  a  banker  in  Youngs- 
town. She  afterwards  married  James  A.  McEwen 
and  her  venerable  mother  resided  with  her  for  the 
last  twenty  years  of  her  life.  The  last  of  the  fam- 
ily to  cross  the  dark  river  was  Mrs.  Alice  Thorne, 
who  died  three  weeks  after  her  brother,  William 
H.,  both  dying  in  1880.  The  family  were  all  liber- 
ally educated  and  in  early  life  possessed  a  compe- 
tence wherewith  to  provide  for  themselves,  though 
there  were  no  money-makers  among  them. 

Of  the  immediate  family  of  our  subject  there 
were  three  sons  and  a  daughter — Martin  Bentley, 
who  was  born  in  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  June  6, 
1810,  married  Helen  R.  Hayes  in  Fayette  County, 
Iowa,  in  June,  1858.  He  enlisted  in  Company'  H, 
Eighteenth  Iowa  Infantry,  in  July,  1862,  and  par- 
ticipated in  the  duties  assigned  them  until  he  was 
disabled  and  discharged  in  February,  1863.  He  is 
now  residing  at  Decorah,  Iowa,  enjoying  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  a  pensioner  at  $72  per  month  on 
account  of  injuries  incurred   in  the  army.     He  dU 
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voreed  liis  first  wife  and  was  marrii'd  Ma\'  2,  1888, to 
Belle  Nelsou,  of  Decoiah.  Five  cliildreu  were  born 
of  the  first  union — George,  Franklin,  Elmer,  Alice 
and  Mary.  Franlt  is  living-  in  Cedar  Rapids; 
George  and  Elmer  are  now  deceased;  Mrs.  Alice 
Davis  is  a  resident  of  Cliicago;  and  Mary  resides 
in  Michigan.  Bj'  the  latter  union,  one  child,  Roy 
Anton,  was  born.  Alice  A.,  born  F'ebruary  28, 
1841,  married  Thomas  W.  Kennedy  of  Warren, 
Ohio,  .September  25,  18G8.  He  died  of  consump- 
tion a  year  later  and  his  wife  followed  him  to  an 
untimely  deatli  a  year  after,  with  sympathetic  con- 
sumption. After  her  fatiier's  death  she  was  taken 
into  the  family  of  her  aunt,  Mrs.  McCorabs,  where 
she  made  her  home  until  called  from  this  life.  iSIr. 
Kennedy  was  book-keeper  in  the  National  Bauk  at 
Warren,  (Miio.  George  W.,  the  subject  of  tliis 
sketch,  was  the  third  child  of  this  family.  Elmer 
E.,  tlie  youngest,  was  born  August  13,  1846,  and 
came  to  Iowa  with  his  mother,  as  did  his  eldest 
brother,  in  1855.  lie  attended  the  district  school 
and  worked  on  a  farm  until  August  14,  1802,  when 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  enlisted  in  Company 
A,  Thirty-Eighth  Iowa  Infantry,  and  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  being  discharged  September  5, 
1865.  He  participated  in  all  the  engagements, 
marches  and  maneuvers  of  his  regiment,  and  on  his 
return  he  entered  the  ri)|)er  Iowa  University  as 
a  student,  where  lie  remained  for  about  two  j'ears 
and  entered  the  State  University  at  Iowa  City. 
During  his  college  life  he  did  odd  jobs,  sawed  wood 
for  the  institution,  served  .as  janitor  and  worked 
during  vacations,  and  in  1874  was  graduated  witli 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  He  was  immed- 
iately elected  principal  of  the  West  Hill  High 
School  at  Burlington,  Iowa,  remaining  there  one 
year,  when  he  was  elected  Superintendent  of  schools 
atGalva,  III.,  at  an  increased  salary.  This  position 
he  held  for  eight  years,  a  portion  of  the  time  being 
County  Superintendent  of  Henry  County,  111.,  and 
in  188.S  he  resigned  his  position  in  the  schools  to 
accept  the  editorshii)  of  the  Galva  Ifeics,  having 
previously  purchased  that  paper,  of  which  he  is  now 
editor  and  proprietor.  He  was  married  July  5. 
1S76,  to  Miss  Rachel  Helgescn,  of  Dccorah,  Iowa, 
d:aighter  of  Thomas  Ilelgesen,  and  a  native  of  Wis- 
consin,   born   April   22,    1850.     She  received    her 


education  in  the  Upper  Iowa  University  and  at  the 
State  University  of  Iowa,  and  taught  school  for  sev- 
eral years  including  one  year  in  the  public  schools 
at  Iowa  City.  Her  father  was  born  in  Norway  in 
1815  and  was  the  eldest  of  twelve  children.  He  is 
a  sturdy  CJuaker  and  was  twice  imprisoned  in  his 
native  countr}-  for  refusing  to  submit  to  the  rules 
of  the  established  church  and  the  Government 
based  upon  physical  force,  because  they  conflicted 
with  the  principles  of  religious  liberty  and  peace- 
ful arbitration.  He  emigrated  to  America  in  1848, 
settling  in  Wisconsin  and  in  1856  removed  to  Win- 
nesheik  County.  Iowa,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
Of  Elmer  E.  F'itch's  family  there  are  three  children, 
living — George  H.,  born  June  5,  1877;  Rachel 
Louise,  September  27,  1878;  and  Robert  Haynes, 
January  17,  1881. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our  sub- 
ject. George  W.  Fitch  was  thrown  largely  upon 
his  own  resources  from  the  time  of  his  father's 
death.  For  awhile  his  home  was  with  his  maternal 
grandparents  and  uncles,  and  finally  at  nine  years 
of  age  he  went  to  liTe  with  an  old  lad\-  named 
Mrs.  Wason,  at  West  Middlesex,  Mercer  County, 
Pa,  He  remained  with  "Granny"  Wason  five  years, 
his  mother,  brothers  and  grandparents  having,  in 
the  meantime,  gone  to  Iowa,  In  1858  he  left  Mrs. 
Wason  and  went  out  into  the  world  alone.  Being 
early  im|)ressed  with  the  idea  that  education  was 
more  important  that  anything  else  he  could  acquire, 
he  made  that  a  paramount  consideration  in  all  of  his 
childish  dickerings,  and  usually  managed  to  get  in  a 
term  or  two  of  school  with  each  contract  for  his 
services.  He  attended  school  two  winters  in  But- 
ler, Pa.,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  passed  a  teach- 
er's examination  in  Butler  Countj',  Pa.,  gain- 
ing a  certificate  of  qualification  to  teach.  In 
the  sijring  of  1861,  he  hired  out  to  work  on  a 
farm  in  Butler  County,  Pa.  for  eight  months, 
but  on  the  1st  of  July  following,  many  (jf  his  school 
companions  having  enlisted  in  the  three  months 
service,  he  became  conscious  that  his  country  needed 
his  help  and  entered  the  army.  He  was  sent  to 
Camp  Curtin  at  Harrisburg  for  drill  and  equip- 
ment. The  command  was  then  known  as  Scott's 
Legion  No.  2.  Owing  to  some  political  differences 
between  Col.  Black  and  Gov.  Curtin,   the  former 
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refused  a  commission  from  tiie  State.  This  trouble 
being  subsequently  settled,  the  regiment  was  given 
tbe  name  of  No.  62,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  anil 
our  subject  was  assigned  to  Company  D,  of  that 
organization.  In  October,  1861,  tbe  regiment 
crossed  the  Potomac  at  Washington  City,  number- 
ing twelve  hundred  and  sixty  men,  feeling  that 
they  were  able  to  cope  vyith  any  armed  enemies  of 
the  country  on  earth.  They  were  quartered  at  Ar- 
lington Heights — Gen.  Lee's  old  plantation — during 
tbe  winter  of  1861-2,  and  participated  in  the  (pen- 
insular campaign  of  1862,  being  engaged  at  Y(nk- 
lown,  Hanover  Court  House,  Gaines  Mills  and 
others.  In  the  last  named  our  subject  was  taken 
l)risoner  and  confined  in  Libby  prison  and  on  Belle 
Isle  at  Richmond.  On  the  17tli  of  September,  18"62, 
be  was  exchanged  and  returned  to  his  regiment, 
then  at  Harrison's  Landing  on  the  James  River.  He 
took  part  in  the  battles  of  Fredericksburg,  Chan- 
cellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Seven  Days  Battle  of  tbe 
Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  Cold  Harbor,  Mine  Run, 
Petersburg,  AVeldon  Railroad,  Hatchies  Run,  Five 
Forks  and  Appomattox.  He  enjoys  the  distinction 
of  having  been  on  the  skirmish  line  at  the  sur- 
render of  Lee's  army  at  Appomattox,  and  was 
wounded  in  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville  May  fj, 
1863,  but  recovered  in  time  to  join  his  comrades 
on  the  Gettysburg  campaign  of  June  and  July  fol- 
lowing. He  re-enlisted  as  a  veteran  volunteer 
December  26,  1863,  and  served  in  all  four  years, 
lacking  eight  days.  He  was  promoted  to  be  sergeant 
of  his  company  and  later  was  commissioned  First 
Lieutenant,  but  was  never  mustered  in  as  such,  there 
being  not  enough  men  in  the  company  to  entitle  it 
to  a  full  quota  of  commissioned  officers.  He  was 
discharged  June  22,  1865,  and  came  to  Fayette 
County,  Iowa,  in  September  following. 

Mr.  Fitch  was  married  April  15,  1866,  to  Miss 
Roxcie  A.  Moore,  daughter  of  Rev.  William  and 
Catherine  C.  (Robbins)  Moore,  of  Highland,  Iowa, 
She  was  born  in  Loudonville,  Ohio,  on  the  18th  of 
December,  1845,  and  came  with  her  parents  to 
this  county  in  1856.  Her  father  was  born  in  Beaver 
County,  Pa.,  in  1813,  and  was  a  school  companion 
and  intimate  friend  of  ex-Gov.  Samuel  Kirkwood. 
The  mother  was  born  in  Addison  County,  Vt..  in 
1817.     Mrs.  Htch   was  the  fifth   child  in  a  family 


of  ten  children,  nine  of  whom  are  living.  Her  eld- 
est brother.  Rev.  Samuel  Wallace  Moore,  who  was  » 
Orderly  Sergeant  of  Com|)any  D,  Twenty-first  Iowa 
Infantry,  was  killed  in  the  battle  at  Black  River 
Bridge,  May  23,  1863.  Mary  J.  became  tbe  wife 
of  Josiali  V/.  [lardy,  who  was  also  a  member  of 
Company  D,  Twenty-first  Iowa  Infantry,  and  died 
in  a  St.  Louis  hospital  in  May,  1863.  She  after- 
wards married  Andrew  Dye,  who  is  also  deceased. 
Vesta  A.  married  Thomas  J.  Rice,  from  whom  she 
was  divorced  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Daniel  Shaffer 
of  Tama  City,  Iowa.  Samantha  married  Peter  Mc- 
Kellar  and  resides  on  a  farm  in  Highland  Township, 
Clayton  County,  Iowa.  Minerva  R.  is  the  wife  of 
Austin  R.  Moats  and  resides  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa. 
Robert  Clark  married  Elizabeth  Moats  and  is  now 
a  resident  of  Longwood,  Neb.  Edwin  O.  wedded 
Mary  E.  Walkenbaugh  and  lives  on  a  farm  in  Illy- 
ria  Township.  Jasper  S.  wedded  Mary  Crane  and 
resides  on  the  old  homestead  in  Illyria  Township. 
Francis  Kirkwood  married  Nettie  Clements  and 
makes  his  home  in  Longwood,  Custer  County, 
Neb. 

Of  the  family  of  our  subject  seven  children  were 
born,  five  of  whom  are  now  living — William  E., 
born  April  10,  1867,  attended  the  public  school  at 
West  Union  and  Ainswortb  Academy  at  the  same 
place,  taught  two  terms  of  school  in  Fayette 
County,  and  then  went  to  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa, 
where  he  learned  the  laundry  business.  He  married 
Ella  Mae  Jack  of  Muscatine,  Iowa,  and  now  resides 
in  Fayette,  where  he  owns  and  operates  the  People's 
Steam  Laundry.  They  have  one  child — Mary  Lu- 
ella,  born  February  26,  1890.  Mary  Luella,  born 
January  5,  1869,  attended  the  public  school  in  West 
Union,  graduated  from  the  high  school  in  that  city 
in  1888,  at  the  same  time  perfecting  a  musical  edu- 
cation in  which  she  manifested  especial  talent.  She 
taught  in  the  public  schools  five  terms  and  finally 
turned  all  of  her  attention  to  teaching  music.  While 
engaged  in  this  avocation  and  driving  between  her 
classes,  she  was  accidentally  drowned  while  ford- 
ing the  Turkey  River  at  a  place  known  as  Barker's 
Ford.  Her  body  was  five  days  in  the  river,  not- 
withstanding every  effort  was  made  for  its  recovery. 
The  entire  county  manifested  unbounded  sympa- 
thy with  the  stricken   family  and   rendered  every 


518 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


I)ossible  assistance.  The  city  of  AVest  Union  offered 
a  liberal  reward,  as  did  tlie  Masonic  and  Odd  Fel- 
lows lodges  of  that  jilaoc,  all  of  which  were 
lironiiilly  paid.  While  this  had  but  little,  if  any, 
influence  in  hastening  a  recovery  of  the  body,  it 
tended  to  show  the  universal  synipath}'  toward  the 
bereaved  family,  antl  the  high  character  of  the  un- 
fortunate one  in  the  community  in  which  she  had 
spent  her  youthful  life.  At  the  time  of  her  deatli 
she  was  organist  in  one  of  the  churches  at  West 
I'nion  and  was  leaching  classes  in  music  at  Cler- 
mont, Dover  Mills  and  West  Union.  Myrtle  Eve- 
lene,  the  next  in  the  family,  was  born  September 
13,  1870.  She  attended  the  West  Union  public 
school  and  graduated  from  the  high  school  in  the 
same  class  as  her  sister  Mary.  She  has  taught  for 
five  terras  since  graduation  and  is  now  engaged  as 
a  teacher  in  the  public  sciiools  in  West  Union. 
Denzil  Arthur  was  born  April  11,  1874,  and  is  now 
attending  school.  George  Porter  was  born  July 
28,  1877,  anfl  died  June  10,  1878.  Clara  j\Iabcl, 
born  March  23,  1878,  and  Maud  Wijinifred,  Jan- 
uary 28,  1882,  are  both  attending  school. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Fitch  engaged  in  farming 
for  several  years,  teaching  school  in  winter,  in  whicli 
capacity  he  was  employed  at  Wadena  in  this  county, 
and  at  Castalia  in  Winnesheik  County,  wliere  he 
taught  twelve  terms.  In  the  fall  of  1877  he  was 
elected  County  Superintendent  of  public  schools  in 
Fayette  County,  a  position  which  he  filled  to  the 
satisfaction  of  his  constituents  for  eight  consecu- 
tive j'ears.  He  also  served  seven  years  as  Assessor 
in  Illyria  Township,  six  years  of  that  time  being 
also  Township  Clerk  and  Secretar}-  of  the  township 
School  Board.  He  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace 
in  the  city  of  West  Union,  but  finding  the  work  un- 
congenial he  resigned  that  oflice  prior  to  the  expir- 
ation of  his  term.  He  has  been  prominently  iden- 
tified with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
being  a  member  of  Hound  Grove  Lodge,  No.  41, 
and  has  passed  the  official  stations  and  served  five 
years  as  district  deputy  Grand  ^h'ster.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  West  Union  encampment.  No.  57;  a 
Past  Chief  Patriarch  and  has  served  six  3'ears  as 
District  Deputy  Grand  Patriarch.  He  is  a  member 
of  West  Union  Lodge,  No.  69,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and 
belongs  to  Abernelhy   Post,  No.    48,  (J.    A.  K.    of 


which  lie  was  the  Second  Commander  and  served 
two  terms  as  Adjutant.  Mrs.  Fitch  is  a  zealous 
worker  in  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps:  the  Woman's 
Christian  Temperance  Union,  of  which  she  is 
County  President,  and  the  Methodist  Eiiiscopal 
Church,  of  which  she  is  a  worthy  member.  Both 
Mr.  Fitcli  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Good  Templars  and  the  Rebecca 
degree  of  the  West  Union  Lodge  of  Odd  Fellows. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  having  voted  for 
Abraham  Lincoln  in  18G4,  while  in  the  army,  and 
for  its  candidates  continuously  since.  He  lias  al- 
ways manifested  an  interest  iu  politics,  both  local 
and  national. 


^ ^^-^- 


MANUEL  JAMES  ANDERS,  who   is  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  law  in  Oelwein,  is 
a  native  of  Ohio.     He  was  born  near  New 
i^y  Philadelphia,   October   11,   1850,  and  is  a 

son  of  Amariah  and  Mary  (Imler)  Anders,  the 
former  born  near  Baltimore,  Md.,  December  25, 
1801,  of  German  and  Irish  descent,  and  the  latter 
born  in  Bedford,  Bedford  County,  Pa.,  in  Decem- 
l)cr,  1808,  of  German  parentage.  The  family  re- 
moved to  Indiana  in  1853,  locating  near  Muncie, 
where  they  resided  until  1858,  when  they  emigrated 
to  Iowa,  locating  in  Buchanan  County.  The  father 
died  June  4,  18Gl,and  the  mother  subsequently 
removed  to  Fayette  County  where  her  death 
occurred  May  5,  1887.  They  had  a  family  of 
twelve  children,  seven  sons  and  five  daughters, 
eight  of  whom  lived  to  mature  years:  Daniel,  the 
eldest,  married  Matilda  H.  Hearn  and  died  in 
March,  1889 ;  John  wedded  Caroline  Robinson  and 
died  in  March,  1869;  .Sarah  is  the  wife  of  C.  W. 
Woolley,  of  Hoskins,  Neb.;  William  married  Julia 
Burch,  and  resides  in  Harlan  Townshij);  Mary  is 
the  wife  of  Isaac  Hearn,  of  Wetmore,  Kan.;  Eliza- 
beth is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Wheeler,  of  Jefferson 
Township;  Amanuel  J.  is  the  next  younger;  and 
Franklin  Pierce,  a  widower,  resides  in  Chadron, 
Neb. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our  sub- 
ject, who  l)y  the  death  of  his  father  was  left  at  the 
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early  ap^e  of  eleven  years  to  make  his  own  way  in 
the  world,  unaided  by  fortune  or  frientls.  He  was 
obliged  to  work  at  whatever  ho  found  to  do  and 
was  variously  employed  until  1866,  when  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  he  went  to  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa, 
where  he  engaoed  in  railroading,  working  on  con- 
struction and  other  lines  for  four  years.  lie  then 
returned  to  Buchanan  Count}',  Iowa,  determined  to 
secure  an  education.  After  two  years  spent  in  the 
Independence  High  .School  he  entered  Hopkintun 
College,  and  after  one  terra  in  th.at  institution  be- 
came a  student  in  Ames  Agricultural  College  where 
he  sptnt  thiee  3'ears,  teaching  scliool  at  intervals  to 
meet  the  necessary  expenses.  In  1875  he  located 
in  Harlan  Township,  Fayette  Count}',  where  he 
purchased  a  farm,  which  he  carried  on  for  ten 
years.  Only  a  portion  of  this  time  was  actually  de- 
voted by  him  to  farm  work,  he  being  otherwise 
engaged  but  he  directed  its  management.  He  had 
determined  to  qualify  himself  for  the  legal  |)r()- 
fession  and  t'l  that  end  studied  .as  o[)portunit}- 
afforded.  In  September,  188-2.  he  was  a<lmitted  to 
the  bar  at  West  Union  and  entered  upon  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession. 

On  the  17th  of  October,  1883,  Mr.  Anders  and 
Miss  Arvilla  J.  Burch  were  married,  tlie  wedding 
being  celebrated  in  Westfield  Township.  The  lady 
was  born  in  Jefferson  Township,  this  county,  Octo- 
ber 20,  1857,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Lewis  M.  and 
Catherine  (Johnson)  Burch,  who  were  among  the 
earliest  settlers  of  Jefferson  Township,  having  there 
located  in  1851.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anders  have  only 
one  child,  a  daughter,  Alice  J.,  born  July  2,  1885. 
In  his  political  affiliations  our  subject  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat, and  manifests  an  interest  in  the  Success  of 
the  partv  but  has  never  sought  public  office.  He 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Oelwein  School  Board 
and  chosen  its  President  during  his  absence  from 
the  city  and  is  now  filling  the  position.  He  does  a 
general  law  and  collection  business,  having  a  lucra- 
tive practice  and  is  the  owner  of  considerable  real 
estate.  He  was  one  of  the  proprietors  of  Martin's 
First  Addition  to  Oelwein,  of  two  blocks  and 
twenty  lots,  which  was  platted  after  the  St.  Paul  <fe 
Kansas  City  Railroad  was  built  to  this  place.  He 
is  also  a  half  owner  of  the  Union  Addition  to  Oel- 
wein, consisting  of  three  blocks  and  thirtj'-eight 


lots,  and  fourth  owner  in  the  Union  Block,  includ- 
ing the  residence  in  the  rear.  The  Union  Block  is 
a  two-story  brick  structure,  with  a  frontage  on 
Charles  Street  of  seventy  feet.  He  also  owns  his 
home  in  the  eitj'  and  a  wellimprove<l  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  situated  in  Harlan  Town- 
ship. By  close  application  to  business,  promptness 
and  fidelity  to  the  interests  of  his  clients,  and  the 
observance  of  correct  business  principles  founded 
on  integrity,  Mr.  Anders  has  won  success  and  a 
creditable  place  in  the  estimation  of  his  fellow- 
citizens  and  all  with  whom  he  has  had  business  rela- 


tions. 
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liRINSON  W.  SLOCUM,  deee.ased,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  vvas  born  November  18, 
1809,  in  Saratoga  County,  N  Y.  He 
was  the  seventh  in  a  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren born  to  John  and  Nancy  (Fenner)  Slocum, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Rhode  Island  and 
both  born  in  1767.  The  parental  family  comprised 
the  following  children:  John,  William,  Johannah, 
Ruth,  Sarah  F.,  Phoebe,  Brinson  W.,  Nancy  and 
Lydia  Ann. 

When  nineteen  years  of  age  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  removed  with  his  parents  to  Erie  County, 
N.  Y.,  then  called  the  West,  where  he  bought  a 
farm  of  sixty  acres  of  heavj^  timber.  He  paid  but 
a  small  portion  of  the  price  at  the  time,  and  went 
to  work  to  make  a  home  for  his  parents,  who  were 
then  in  poor  health.  His  father  was  a  blacksmith 
but  was  unable  to  do  any  labor.  Providing  for  a 
family  while  he  was  clearing  the  heavy  timber 
from  the  land  and  preparing  a  few  acres  only  for  a 
crop,  was  no  small  task  for  a  young  man  of  his  age. 
After  ten  years  of  hard  work,  and  still  not  being 
able  to  pay  the  purchase  price,  he  sold  this  farm  for 
but  a  trifle  more  than  the  balance  still  due.  In 
October,  1839,  our  subject  was  married  to  Anna 
W.  Holbrook,  who  was  also  born  in  Saratoga 
County,  N.  Y.,  March  20,  1812,  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Susannah  (Wasson)  Holbrook,  natives  of  Con- 
necticut, and  of  English  origin.  Grandfather  Was- 
son served  seven  3'ears  in  the  War  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. 
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In  1844  our  subject  removed  from  New  York  to 
Lake  County,  111.,  traveling  the  whole  distance  by 
teams.  Whon  tlicy  readied  the  Prairie  State,  as  it 
was  then  called,  tlie^y  thought  it  would  not  be  much 
of  a  task  to  make  a  home  there.  He  purchased 
forty  acres  of  prairie  and  ten  acres  of  timber,  and 
went  to  work  with  a  will  and  soon  had  a  comforta- 
ble log  house,  and  commenced  to  break  the  virgin 
prairie  soil.  Here  they  endured  many  privations 
and  hardships,  as  they  were  among  the  early  pio- 
neers of  that  [lart  of  the  State.  In  the  winter  our 
subject  would  take  an  ax  and  go  t\Yenty  miles  to 
the  Desplaines  Kiver  and  cut  cordwood  for  twenty- 
five  cents  per  cord,  and  so  earn  the  necessaries  for 
the  family.  Through  all  these  hardships  he  main- 
tained a  cheerful  and  hoi>eful  disposition,  with 
strong  faith  in  a  loving  Father's  care.  lie  took 
part  in  the  organization  of  Zurich  Precinct,  the  first 
voting  pi-ecinct  in  Lake  County.  After  the  town- 
ship organization  he  took  an  active  part  in  the 
school  district  work  and  was  one  of  the  first  Town- 
ship Trustees,  and  also  a  Township  Collector.  In 
1854  Mr.  Slocura  sold  his  farm  in  Illinois  and 
removed  to  Payette  County,  Iowa,  settling  on  sec- 
tion 31,  in  Auburn  Townsliip,  where  ho  purchased 
a  farm  of  two  hundred  and  seventy  acres.  To  this 
he  .added  from  time  to  time  until  he  had  a  farm  of 
over  five  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land.  He  was  a 
hard-working,  industrious  and   progressive  farmer. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Slocum  had  a  family  of  four  chil- 
dren: Susan  M..  now  the  wife  of  P.  K.  Ketchum. 
a  farmer  in  this  county;  Nanc}'  P.,  the  wife  of  H. 
A.  Barr.  now  resides  at  Britt,  Iowa,  engaged  in  tlie 
hotel  business;  Lemuel  W.,  single,  and  a  resident 
of  Hawkeye,  Iowa;  Mary  J.,  now  Mrs.  J.  M.  Shaw, 
a  farmer  at  Rock  ^^a^ey,  Sioux  County,  Iowa.  Mr. 
.Slocum  was  a  very  devoted  wife  and  mother. 
Though  possessed  of  delicate  health,  she  always 
aided  and  encouraged  her  husband,  who,  in  turn, 
always  endeavored  to  make  her  every  care  ami 
labor  as  light  as  possible.  Many  of  the  early  set- 
tleis  of  the  northern  part  of  the  county  weie  in- 
debted to  them  for  their  lios|)itality.  After  trav- 
eling happily  together  for  over  forty  j-ears  of 
married  life,  the  wife  and  mother  was  called  to  her 
reward  on  the  22d  of  Marcli,  1880,  in  the  sixty- 
eighth  year  of  her  age,     Mr,  Slocum  was  a  very 


affectionate  husband  and  father,  and  always  took 
an  active  part  in  everything  that  would  benefit  his 
fellow-men.  Politically,  he  afHliated  with  the 
Republican  party  and  was  an  active  worker 
for  its  success.  Religiouslj',  he  was  a  member 
of  the  I'niversalist  Church  at  West  Union.  He 
possessed  all  the  attributes  of  a  true  Christian  char- 
acter. Those  who  knew  him  best  loved  him  most, 
and  none  ever  doubted  his  Christian  integrity. 
Though  his  early  education  was  limited  his  gen- 
eral information  was  far  above  the  average.  His 
death  occurred  November  5, 188fi.  after  a  long  and 
painfid  illness,  which  he  endured  with  pa'tient  resig- 
nation, lie  gained  prosperit}'  by  proving  himself 
worthy  of  it,  an<l  his  success  in  life  is  a  grand  in<li- 
cation  of  what  can  be  gained  by  industry,  integrity 
and  [)erseverance. 


-^-*^- 


lEUT.  ABNER  GILBERT  M.  NEFF,  an 
early  settler  of  Fayette  County  and  a  gallant 
officer  of  the  Ninth  Iowa  Infantry,  was  born 
in  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  in  August,  182!). 
His  father,  John  Neif,  was  of  German  fiirtli  and  emi- 
grated to  America  in  youth.  Lieut.  NetT  received 
a  fair  English  education  and  served  a  regular  ap[)ren- 
ticeship  to  the  shoem.iker's  trade  in  his  father's 
slio|j.  He  became  an  expert  workman  and  was 
noted  for  doing  most  excellent  work.  He  also 
studied  medicine  but  did  not  complete  his  course 
in  that  direction.  On  the  27th  of  November, 
1851,  he  was  married  in  Connellsville,  Pa.,  to  Miss 
Anna  Ilobson,  daughter  of  .Tohu  W.  and  Abigail 
Bishop  (Scott)  Hobson,  and  a  sister  of  the  Hon. 
Joseph  Hobson  of  West  Union.  Her  father  was  a 
native  of  England,  born  in  Peniston,  Yorkshire, 
August  22,  1794,  and  emigrated  to  America  in 
1816.  He  was  married  in  Pennsylvania  in  1819, 
to  Miss  Scott,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Scott,  a  prom- 
inent and  wealthy  paper  manufacturer  of  the  Key- 
stone State.  Mrs.  Hol)son  was  born  in  New  Jer- 
sey, April  10,  1799,  and  crossed  the  mountains  on 
horseback  with  her  parents  during  her  girlhood, 
the  family  removing  to  Pennsylvania,  where  they 
became  early  settlers  of  Fayette   County.      They 
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were  originally  from  Massachusetts,  and  were  of 
English  and  Scotch  descent.  The  luisbaml  and 
father  died  of  cholera  on  the  14th  of  August,  1834. 
His  wife  survived  him  many  years  passing  away  in 
1883.  Their  daughter,  wife  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Coiinellsville,  Pa.,  October  29,  1829. 

At  West  Newton,  Pa.,  Mr.  Neff  engaged  in  the 
boot  and  shoe  business  for  several  years,  after 
which,  emigrating  westward,  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  in  .June,  1856, 
locating  in  Aulnirn,  where  he  opened  a  shop  anil 
again  carried  on  the  boot  and  shoe  Ijusiness.  lie 
also  pursued  his  medical  studies  with  the  intention 
of  preparing  himself  to  enter  that  profession.  His 
plans,  however,  were  interrupted  113'  the  breaking 
out  of  the  late  war  and  he  eniered  the  service  in 
August,  18C1,  being  mustered  in  at  Davenpo/t  on 
the  12th  of  September  following  as  First  Lieu- 
tenant of  Compan}-  F,  Ninth  Iowa  Infantry.  He 
was  mortally  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge, 
his  first  regular  engagement,  Mai'ch  7,  1862, 
receiving  a  gunshot  wound  in  the  region  of  the 
heart,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  died  in  the 
hospital  on  the  r2th  of  the  same  month.  He  was 
much  esteemed  by  his  brother  ofiicers  and  men  as 
a  true  soldier  and  a  brave  and  faithful  defender  of 
the  country's  cause. 

Mr.  Neff  left  a  wife  and  five  children  to  mourn 
his  loss,  including  four  sons  and  one  daughter, 
namely:  .John  Devitt,  who  was  born  in  West  New- 
ton, Pa.,  January  4,  1853,  received  a  common 
school  education  and  wedded  Mary  C.  Hare  of 
Somerfield,  Ohio.  He  died  July  10,  1884,  leaving 
a  wife  and  two  children,  a  son  and  daughter, 
Homer  H.  and  Minnie  M.  His  wife  still  survives 
him  and  is  now  a  teacher  in  the  institute  for  the 
deaf  and  dumb  at  Olathe,  Kan.  At  sixteen  years 
of  age  he  became  a  clerk  in  a  drug  store  and  at 
eighteen  was  appointed  deputy  clerk  of  the  court 
at  Fayette  County,  filling  the  office  until  1877, 
when  he  embarked  in  the  drug  business  at  West 
Union.  In  the  fall  of  1880  he  was  elected  clerk  of 
the  court  and  was  re-elected  in  1882,  serving  his 
second  term  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a 
most  estimable  man,  trustworthy,  competent  and 
faithful  in  the  discharge  of  every  duty;  Mary 
Lizzie,  the  next  younger  of  the  family,  was  born 


in  West  Newton,  Pa.,  August  21,  1854,  and  became 
the  wife  of  Rev.  S.  P.  Marsh,  now  of  Chicago; 
Homer  M.,  born  in  Pennsville,  Pa.,  March  G,  1806, 
received  a  good  English  education  and  studied  for 
the  i)rofessi(jn  of  architect  and  civil  engineer.  He 
pursued  his  studies  in  Chicago  and  in  May,  1881, 
returned  to  AVest  Union,  where  he  accepted  the 
position  of  deputy  clerk  of  the  court  under  his 
elder  brother.  On  the  death  of  his  brother  he  was 
appointed  clerk  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  tliereby, 
and  was  elected  to  the  same  oflice  at  the  succeeding 
election  in  1884,  re-electtd  in  1886  and  served 
until  January  1,  1889,  since  which  time  he  has 
carried  on  work  at  his  chosen  profession.  He  is 
now  abovit  to  remove  to  Chicago  where  he  intends 
to  engage  in  the  line  of  his  profession;  Charles  G. 
was  born  in  Auburn,  Iowa,  March  26,  1859,  and 
after  his  father's  death  removed  with  his  mother 
to  West  Union,  in  1863.  He  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  this  place  and  employed  as  drug  clerk 
with  Long  &  Neff  for  three  years,  after  which  he 
secured  a  position  in  the  hospital  for  the  insane  at 
Independence  for  ten  months.  Subsequently  he 
was  emi)loyed  as  druggist  clerk  for  some  years  and 
was  then  appointed  deputy  clerk  of  the  court 
under  his  brother  Homer,  which  position  he  has 
since  filled,  covering  a  period  of  five  years.  He 
was  married  in  West  Union,  November  24,  1880, 
to  Miss  Lillie  A.  Borland,  daughter  of  C.  A.  Dor- 
land,  and  a  native  of  West  Union.  The}'  have  one 
child,  a  son,  Harry  A.,  born  September  26,  1882; 
Joseph  H.  Neff,  the  next  younger  of  the  family, 
was  born  in  Auburn,  Iowa,  May  22,  1861,  began 
railroading  in  1882,  and  is  now  station  agent  at 
Waucoma,  Iowa.  He  married  Miss  Kate  A.  Davis, 
daughter  of  Daniel  Davis,  a  banker  of  Fa3'ette,  and 
unto  them  have  been  born  four  children,  Mamie, 
Frank  and  Annie,  twins,  and  an  infant  daughter. 

Mrs.  Neff,  widow  of  Lieut.  Neff,  and  the  mother 
of  this  family,  resides  in  Chicago.  She  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  a  most 
estimable  woman.  Mr.  Neff  was  a  Repidjlican  in 
politics  and  an  earnest  supporter  of  the  party  prin- 
ciples. He  was  a  man  of  superior  natural  ability, 
studious  by  habit  and  well  read  in  standard  Elng- 
lish  literature  and  history.  He  had  devoted  con- 
siderable time  to  the  study  of  medicine  and  had  he 
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not  lost  liis  life  in  tlic  defense  of  his  country  would 
no  doul)t  liave  won  prominence  in  tliat  profession. 
He  was  a  member  of  tlie  Odd  Fellows  fraternity 
and  liiLrhly  osleemed  for  his  many  noble  traits  of 
character. 


^,Tp^  REEMAX  E.  OFPTILL,  a  wagon-maker  of 
iH^fei  El  Dorado,  is  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  one 
/ill  of  eij^ht  children  whose  parents  were  Ben- 

jamin R.  anil  Lucy  (Slicldon)  Guptill.  lie  was  born 
in  Waterburj',  Washington  Count}',  September  o, 
1844,  and  his  parents  were  also  natives  of  ^'eru^ont. 
His  father  was  twice  married  and  by  the  first  union 
had  three  ciiildren — Daniel,  Ruth  and  Jane,  of 
whom  only  Ruth  is  now  living.  By  his  marriage 
with  Miss  Slieldon,  five  sons  and  three  daugiiters 
were  born.  Freeman  E.,  the  eldest,  is  followed  by 
Eli  1)..  who  was  born  December  9,  184C,  is  married 
and  resides  in  Brnle  County,  Dak.  He  enlisted  in 
the  Ninth  Wisconsin  Infantry  in  18(31,  and  four 
years  during  the  late  war  was  in  active  service. 
By  his  marriage  he  has  two  children — Crayton  C, 
born  in  1847,  enlistefi  in  the  Thirty-Eighth  Iowa 
Infantr_y,  and  after  serving  three  years  was  mus- 
tered out.  It  is  supposed  that  he  is  now  de.ad  for 
during  the  past  fifteen  years  he  has  never  been 
heard  from.  Francis  A.,  tliough  only  thirteen 
years  of  age,  enlisted  in  a  Wisconsin  cavalry  regi- 
ment and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge, 
l^ncinda  resides  at  Dccorah,  Iowa;  Rouena  is  the 
wife  of  Charles  Henshaw,  of  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  by 
whom  she  has  one  child;  Almira  died  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years;  Lewis  S.,  resides  in  Marquette 
County  Wis.,  and  is  the  youngest  of  the  family. 

Not  unmindful  of  his  duty  to  his  country,  Fiee- 
man  Guptill.  like  his  brothers,  barkened  to  his 
l)atriotic  impulses  and  enlisted  for  the  the  late  war 
in  Preston,  Minn.,  in  August,  1862.  as  a  member  of 
Company  E,  Seventh  Minnesota  Infantry.  He 
served  with  the  Sixteenth  Army  Corps  and  was 
as-signed  to  duty  under  (Jen.  Sibley,  on  the  frontier 
during  the  first  year's  service,  after  which  he  went 
South.  He  particii>ated  in  the  Indian  engagements 
at  Fort  Ridgeley  and  Wood  Lake,  where  were  cap- 


tured six  hundred  Sioux  warriors.  Subsequently 
he  took  i)art  in  the  battles  of  Tupelo,  Miss.,  Nash- 
ville, Tenn..  Mobile,  Ala.,  and  from  Mobile  was 
sent  to  Selma,  which  city  they  captured,  also 
securing  a  large  amount  of  small  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, etc.,  belonging  to  the  Confederacy.  In  August, 
186.5,  the  trooi)S  were  ordered  back  to  Minnesota, 
and  Mr.  Guptill  received  his  discharge  in  Septem- 
ber of  that  .year,  after  three  years  of  faithful  ser- 
vice. He  then  went  to  Fillmore  County,  IMinn., 
where  he  engaged  in  farming,  and  afterward  in 
Howard  County,  Iowa,  in  wagon  making  until  1873, 
which  year  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Kl  Dorado.  . 
On  the  14th  of  July,  18611,  in  Prairie  du  Chien, 
Wis.,  Mr.  (luptill  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss> 
Addie  D.,  daugliter  of  Rev.  A.  G.  and  Rebecca 
(Miller)  Woods,  late  of  Maynard,  Iowa.  She  was 
born  in  Crawford  Count}',  Pa.,  September  20,  1847. 
Her  father. a  native  of  C<jlunibiana  County, Ohio. was 
born  in  1806,  and  in  Pennsylvania  in  18.'!4,  wedded 
Miss  Miller,  who  was  liorn  in  Mercer  Count}',  that 
Slate,  in  1810.  He  was  a  minister  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episco|)al  Church  and  devoted  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  to  Gos|)el  work.  He  died  July  7, 
1890,  and  his  wife  was  called  to  her  final  rest  Feb- 
ruary 13,  1881.  They  weie  the  parents  of  five 
children,  namely:  Elizabeth  R.,  who  was  l)orn  .Jan- 
uary 11,  1836,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  I.  B.  Kenne, 
of  Minneapolis,  who  is  engaged  with  his  son  in  the 
hardware  business  m  that  city ;  Samantha  J.,  born 
January  17,  1838,  is  the  widow  of  H.  II.  Mossman, 
and  resides  in  Shellsburg,  Benton  County,  Iowa; 
Philo  R.,  born  Januar}'  1,  1841,  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany C,  Twelfth  Iowa  Infantry,  and  served  four 
\ears  in  the  late  war.  He  was  taken  prisoner  at 
the  battle  of  Shiloh  and  after  being  held  in  cajjtiv- 
ity  for  six  months  was  exchanged  and  returned  to 
duty,  remaining  with  his  regiment  until  tlic  South 
had  surrendered.  When  discharged  he  returned  to 
Fayette,  Iowa,  and  resumed  his  studies  in  the 
Ui>per  Iowa  University  which  had  been  so  uncere- 
moniously interrujj^ed  by  the  firing  upon  Fort 
Sumter,  that  was  to  him  a  call  to  arms.  After  his 
graduation  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  for  several 
years  and  is  now  employed  as  a  railway  postal  clerk. 
He  married  Emily  Churchill,  of  Fayette,  (where 
with  their  two  sons  she  is  engjiged   in  carrying  on 
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a.grocery  store.)  Mrs.  Guptill  is  the  next  younger 
of  the  family.  Carrie  A.  was  born  Feliruary  6, 
1848,  and  on  tlie  1  Itli  of  .lanuary,  1871,  became  the 
wife  of  George  K.  Sliaw,  who  died  about  1880. 
She  lias  five  daughters  and  resides  in  Eden  Town- 
shii). 

Freeman  G.  (Guptill  has  made  his  home  in  Iowa 
for  twenty  years  and  for  seventeen  years  has  been 
a  resident  of  El  Dorado,  where  he  still  lives.  He 
operates  a  wagon  and  general  repair  shop,  and 
being  an  expert  workman  has  a  good  trade  in  that 
line.  He  owns  a  comfortable  home  and  several 
acres  of  land  adjoining  the  town.  In  political 
sentiment  he  is  a  Republican  and  socially  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Howard  Lodge,  No.  214,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
Lime  Springs,  Iowa,  and  Abtrnethy  Post,  No.  48, 
G.  A.  R.,  of  West  Union.  His  wife  is  a  member 
of  Aberneth}'  Corps,  W.  R.  C,  and  is  an  enthusi- 
astic temperance  worker.  Three  children  have  been 
born  to  them  but  they  have  lost  one — Carrie  M., 
who  was  born  August  4,  1870,  and  died  September 
11,  1879;  Charles  F.,  born  November  3,  1872,  and 
Grace,  February  23,  187'J,  are  enjoying  the  benefits 
of  the  excellent  public  sciiools  in  the  village  of  El 
Dorado.  Mr.  Guptill  is  a  public  spirited  and  en- 
terprising citizen.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in 
political  affairs  and  is  regarded  as  a  leader  of  the 
party  in  his  township.  Both  he  and  his  wife  have 
reason  to  feel  proud  of  the  army  record  of  theii- 
respective  families,  and  they  still  adhere  to  the 
principles  which  led  their  brothers  to  make  so  great 
sacrifices  for  the  country  in  the  dark  days  of  its 
peril.  Mr.  Guptill  heroically  followed  the  old  fiag, 
and  loyalty  to  liis  country  has  characterized  his 
entire  life.  His  wife  is  a  lady  of  culture  who  well 
deserves  the  esteem  in  which  she  is  held. 


'Vf/OHN  MICHAEL  BOPP  is  one  of  the  most 
progressive  and  enterprising  farmers  and 
stock-raisers  of  the  county.  He  resides  on 
'^M  section  7,  Windsor  Township,  and  his  home 
has  all  the  conveniences  and  improvements  of  the 
model  farm  of  the  nineteenth  century,  but  of  these 
we  will  speak  hereafter.     Our  subject  was  born   in 


Mayence,  in  the  Province  of  Hesse-Darmstadt, 
Germany,  October  28,  1822,  and  is  son  of  John 
and  Magdelena  (Faszbender)  Bopp.  His  father 
was  born  in  1788,  his  mother  in  171)0.  The  former 
followed  Napoleon  through  the  war  vvitii  Russia, 
and  during  the  retreat  of  the  French  from  Moscow 
was  taken  jirisoner  and  remained  in  captivity  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  The  parents  are  both  now 
deceased.  In  the  family  were  six  sons  and  three 
daughters,  but  all  have  crossed  the  river  of  death 
with  the  exception  of  our  subject  and  one  brother 
who  resides  in  Germany. 

J.  M.  Bopp  is  the  only  one  of  the  familj'  who 
came  to  America.  Reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
land,  he  at  length  determined  to  tr^-  his  fortune  in 
the  New  World  and  on  May  29,  1853,  started  on 
the  long  voyage  across  the  Atlantic.  Landing  at 
New  York,  he  at  once  continued  his  journey  to 
Chicago,  where  he  spent  one  year,  removing  thence 
to  his  present  farm.  He  was  accompanied  in  his 
travels  b}'  his  wife.  Previous  to  leaving  his  native 
land,  on  February  1,  18.il,lie  wedded  Miss  Mar- 
garet Smith,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  Febru- 
ary 1 1,  1828,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Annie 
Mary  (Bopp)  Smith.  Her  father  was  born  in  Ger- 
many June  28,  1802,  and  her  mother  on  the  28th 
of  Ma}'  of  that  year.  In  the  family  were  one  son 
and  four  daughters,  but  excepting  Mrs.  Bopp,  onl}' 
one  daughter  yet  survives,  her  home  being  in  Ger- 
many. 

Unto  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born 
fourteen  children,  of  whom  eleven  are  yet  living: 
Jacob  W.,  the  eldest,  born  September  28,  1853,  is 
mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work;  Ellen  M.,  born 
August  4,  1855,  is  the  wife  of  William  Billineyer, 
a  farmer  of  Auburn,  Iowa,  by  whom  she  has  two 
children;  Michael  N.,  was  born  June  2,  1857,  and 
resides  in  Windsor  Township,  married  Minnie  Clark 
and  they  have  two  children;  John  G.,  was  born 
September  3,  1858  and  married  May  Mottinger, 
also  makes  his  home  in  Windsor  Township;  Martha 
P.,  born  September  20,  1860,  is  the  wife  of  George 
Mottinger  of  Banks  Township;  Louise  E.,  born 
November  3,  1861,  is  at  home;  Clara  I.,  born  June 
8,  1863,  died  March  16,  1882;  Henry  £.,  twin 
brother  of  Clara,  was  born  June  9,  1863,  and  died 
October  14,  1867;  Lewis  Edward,  born  October  18, 
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1K64,  is  at  home;  Charles  W.,  Chauncey  W.  and 
William  E.,  triplets,  wore  horn  March  23,  1868. 
Cliaiinccy  died  on  the  3d  of  August  of  that  year 
hut  the  other  two  are  still  living;  Fred  A.,  was 
horn  Xoveniher  (J.  180!).  The  three  youngest  sons 
are  employed  hy  the  Carey  Safe  and  Lock  Company 
of  Buffalo.  N.  Y.,  in  whicii  husiness  they  are  all 
meeting  vvilh  most  excellent  success;  Anna  M., 
who  was  horn  April  14,  1873,  is  attending  school 
at  the  Upper  Iowa  Tniversity  of  Fayette. 

Mr.  Boi)p  is  truly  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Fa3'ette 
County'.  He  located  upon  his  present  farm  when 
there  was  hardly  a  sign  or  evidence  of  civilization 
in  siglit.  ^\'ith  the  upl)uil<Iing  and  development 
of  the  county  he  has  heen  identified,  and  in  the  pro- 
motion of  its  worthy  enterprises  he  has  taken  a 
commendahle  interest.  As  before  stated,  he  resides 
upon  a  fine  farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres 
on  section  7,  Windsor  Township,  which  is  furnished 
witli  all  the  improvements  and  conveniences  of  the 
age.  A  1  irge  si)ring  of  excellent  water  flows  from 
the  ground,  near  the  center  of  the  farm,  furnishing 
a  never-failing  supply  to  the  |)astures.  A  well 
whose  supply  is  exhaustless  is  near  the  house  and 
with  a  windmill,  force  piuup  and  underground  pipes 
l)ure  water  is  conducted  to  the  tanks  conveniently 
located  near  the  hai'n,  thus  affording  a  fresh  supply 
for  the  stock  within  the  harnj-ard.  The  latest 
im|)roved  niachitierj-  is  protected  from  the  weather 
hy  large  sheds,  and  a  carriage  house  and  wagon 
sheds  afford  ample  room  for  the  storing  of  the 
vehicles.  A  work  sho|)  furnisLfed  with  bench  and 
tools  affords  ready  means  of  repairing,  at  small 
expense  and  loss  of  time,  any  imi)lements  which 
have  given  out.  ( )nc  of  the  barns  found  upon  this 
model  farm  is  30x1  10  feet  and  required  one  hun- 
dred and  four  thousand  shingles  in  roofing  it. 
There  is  also  loom  for  the  storage  of  nearly  four 
thousand  bushels  of  corn,  and  while  all  these  give 
evidence  of  the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  owner 
wo  jee  more  especial  marks  of  his  care  among  his 
stock.  The  large  herds  of  fat  cattle,  excellent 
horses  and  hogs  of  a  fine  breed  give  evidence  of  an 
important  brancli  of  his  industry  and  attest  his 
pi'ogressive  ideas.  The  home  is  in  keeping  with 
the  many  conveniences  liefore  mentioned,  is  taste- 
fulh   furnished  and  the  abode  of  hospitality.      The 


children  were  all'  baptized  into  the  Evangelical 
Church  but  have  never  identified  themselves  witli 
any  religious  organization.  The  family  have  many 
friends  throughout  the  community  and  the  high 
regard  in  which  they  are  held  is  hut  the  deserved 
sequence  of  useful  and  upright  lives. 


<il  r»,ILLIAM  H.  PAYNE  is  a  pioneer  farmer 
\fj//  residing  on  section  7,  Smithfield  Town- 
^/^J  ship.  In  our  subject  we  find  one  of  Fayette 
County's  best  citizens — a  man  of  firm  principles, 
strong  convictions  and  upright  character.  The 
confidence  and  goodwill  of  the  community  are 
accorded  him  and  he  well  deserves  especial  mention 
among  the  representative  citizens  of  Fsiyette Count}'. 
i  He  was  born  in  Batavia,  Genesee  County,  N.  Y., 
November  15,  1828,  and  is  a  son  of  .Stephen  Payne, 
who  was  born  and  reared  in  Vermont,  and  at  the 
time  of  the  War  of  1812  was  captain  of  a  sloop  on 
Lake  Cliamplain  in  the  service  of  the  Government. 
Ills  marriage  took  place  in  his  native  State,  the 
lady  of  his  choice  being  ISIiss  Wealthy  Miner,  also  a 
native  of  Vermont.  Removing  to  New  York,  he 
settled  on  a  farm  first  at  Batavia,  where  our  subject 
was  born  and  later  in  Cattaraugus  County,  where 
he  died  in  1808.  His  good  wife  survived  him  five 
years,  dying  at  the  home  of  a  daughter  not  far 
from  the  old  Payne  farm.  Her  grandfather  was  a 
Revolutionary  hero,  having  served  under  Washing- 
ton in  the  War  for  Independence.  In  political 
faith,  Stephen  Payne  was  a  zealous  Whig  and  in 
religious  belief  a  Methodist.  He  lived  a  consistent 
Christian  life  and  stood  high  in  the  community 
where  be  made  his  home.  In  the  family  were  the 
following  children,  five  sons  and  three  daughters: 
Charlotte,  who  died  in  New  York;  Palmira,  now 
livir^g  in  .Teffcrson  Township,  this  county;  Squire 
S.,  who  served  during  the  late  war  in  the  Fifty- 
Fourth  New  York  Infantry,  and  is  now  living  in 
iSIaynard,  Iowa;  Susan;  William  H.,  our  subject; 
Miner,  a  resident  of  Oelwein  and  a  soldier  of  the 
late  war;  Foster,  who  is  living  in  New  York;  and 
Allen,  of  Fayette. 

During   his   bo\bood.  (jur   subject   attended    the 
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subscription  schools  in  the  winter  season  and  in 
worii  upon  iiis  father's  farm  in  the  summer  months. 
He  also  worked  out  to  a  limited  extent  prior  to  his 
majority.  In  Cattaraugus  Couutj',  on  the  loth  of 
September,  1851,  he  married  Miss  Laura  Clark, 
daughter  of  Hubbard  Clark,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  Vermont,  served  in  the  War  of  1812  as  a 
musician,  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Luudy's 
Lane,  Ft.  Erie  and  other  engagements.  He  married 
in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  where  Mrs.  ra3ne  was  born. 
His  death  occurred  in  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y. 
Four  sisters  of  the  faniil}'  are  living,  one  in  Okla- 
homa, two  in  New  York  and  one  with  the  wife  of 
our  subject. 

For  ten  years  subsequent  to  their  marriage  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Payne  resided  upon  their  farm  in  New 
York,  coming  to  Iowa  in  the  spring  of  1861,  when 
they  settled  upon  their  present  farm  in  Fayette 
County,  where  they  have  made  their  home  con- 
tinuously since.  The  country  was  new  and  poorly 
improved  at  that  time.  They  moved  into  a  log 
house  and  Mr.  Payne  began  the  development  and 
improvement  of  the  wild  land,  which  has  resulted 
in  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  township,  supplied 
with  all  the  accessories  of  a  model  farm,  including 
good  barns  and  other  outbuildings  and  a  comforta- 
ble home.  It  contains  two  hundred  acres  of  valua- 
ble land  and  he  also  pays  considerable  attention  to 
the  raising  of  fine  stock,  making  a  specialty  of 
Norman  horses  and  Holstein  cattle. 

Five  children  have  been  born  of  the  union  of 
William  Payne  and  Laura  Clark,  namely:  Alice, 
who  ivas  born  October  18,  1854.  and  is  now  the 
wife  of  Frank  Gilmer,  of  Harlan  Township;  Hannah, 
born  November  28,  1856,  is  the  wife  of  David 
Miner,  of  Missouri;  Ada,  born  January  3,  1864,  is 
llie  wife  of  Mr.  Odekirk,  of  Center  Township;  Will- 
iam H.,  born  October  5,  1868,  a  bright  young  man, 
operates  the  farm  under  his  father's  supervision ; 
and  Laura,  born  March  5,  1871,  is  still  with  her 
parents.  The  children  were  all  provided  with 
liberal  educational  advantages  and  after  attending 
the  public  schools  pursued  courses  of  study  in  the 
Upper  Iowa  University  of  Fayette.  Mr.  Payne  is 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church  and  his  wife  of 
the  United  Brethren  Church,  attending  at  Maynard. 
In  early  life,  Mr.  Payne  was   a   Whig  in    political 


sentiment  and  as  a  boy  took  part  in  the  campaign 
of  Gen.  Harrison  with  the  e.xce|)tion  of  drinking  of 
the  hard  cider  which  flowed  so  freelv  at  tliat  day. 
When  a  lad  of  eight  or  nine  j-cars  he  joined  the  old 
Washingtonian  Temperance  So'ciety  and  the  pledge 
which  he  then  took  has  never  been  Iiroken.  It  was 
no  light  test  of  courage  and  conviction  to  be  a 
temperance  advocate  in  those  early  days,  but  he 
withstood  all  taunts  and  ridicule  and  remained 
true  to  his  principles.  The  same  characteristics 
have  marked  his  entire  life  and  the  word  of  Mr. 
Payne  is  as  readil}'  received  as  his  bond.  He 
maintains  the  same  abstinence  in  regard  to  narcotics 
as  he  does  to  intoxicants.  When  the  prohibitory 
amendment  was  up  before  the  people  of  Iowa  he 
labored  untiringly  in  its  behalf.  He  is  now  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Rechabites,  a  temperance  organization 
of  the  jMethodist  Church.  He  cast  his  first  Presi- 
dential vote  for  Zachary  Taylor  and  was  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  Republican  party  in  New 
York.  He  voted  for  Fremont  in  1856  and  has 
since  remained  faithful  to  that  party,  in  the  conven- 
tions of  which  he  has  frequently  served  as  delegate. 
However  he  is  not  a  politician  in  the  sense  of  oflice 
seeking,  having  never  filled  any  positions  but  the 
minor  ones  of  the  township.  He  is  a  mem.ber  of 
the  Farmers  Alliance  and  a  citizen  whom  Fayette 
Count}'  can  ill  afford  to  lose. 


>HOMAS  GREEN,  SR.,  an  early  settler  and 
J  .  much  respected  citizen  of  AVest  Union,  was 
born  in  Ireland,  May  26,  1815,  and  his 
parents  were  also  natives  of  the  Emerald  Isle.  In 
that  countrj'  he  learned  the  blacksmith  and  carriage 
making  trades  and  received  a  good  English  educa- 
tion. AVhen  a  young  man  of  twenty-flve  years 
he  determined  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  new  world 
and  in  1849  sailed  to  America.  He  located  in 
IIamiltf)n,  Canada,  now  the  Province  of  Quebec, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  line  of  his  trade  and 
where  he  was  married  in  1845  to  Miss  Ann  Stevens, 
who  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1822,  and  came  to 
America  in   1842.     She  located  in  Canada,  where 
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she  met  and  married  Mr.  Green.  In  addition  to 
llieir  own  children  they  also  adopted  one  child. 
Thomas  L.  the  eldest,  was  born  September  11, 
1847,  and  is  represented  elsewhere  in  this  volume; 
.Tames  S.,  married  Victoria  Dershan  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  lirm  of  Green  Bros.,  dealers  and  import- 
ers of  iiorses  of  West  Union;  Charles  AV.,  married 
Mary  Fenton,  and  resides  in  West  Union,  where  he 
also  does  business  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Green  Bros.;  Alice  is  the  wife  of  F.  E.  Crane  of 
Ottawa,  Ivan.;  .Tohn  A.,  is  living  in  Denver,  Col.; 
Richard  II.,  is  single  and  resides  at  home;  Etlie 
died  in  August  in  1888;  Catherine,  the  adopted 
dauirliter  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Wright  of  West 
Union. 

It  w.as  in  1848  that  Mi'.  Green  first  made  a  loca- 
tion in  the  United  States.  For  about  a  j-ear  he 
made  his  home  in  liuffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  then  removed 
to  Genesee  County,  where  he  made  his  home  until 
1804,  when  he  came  to  West  Union,  where  he  has 
since  residecU  Soon  after  his  arrival,  lie  engaged 
in  blacksniitliing  and  carriage  making  which  busi- 
ness he  carried  on  with  good  success  until  the  5th 
of  February,  1863,  when  ho  enlisted  for  the  late 
war  .as  a  member  of  Coin|)any  F,  Seventh  Iowa 
Cavalry,  serving  until  the  latter  part  of  1865, 
when,  the  war  having  ended,  he  was  mustered  out. 
The  Sevenlii  Iowa  Cavalry  did  duty  against  the 
Indians  in  Nebraska,  Dakota,  Colorado  and  Kansas. 
Portions  of  the  regiment  were  engaged  in  the 
battles  of  White  Stone  Mill,  Tahkahokutah,  Bad 
Lands,  Little  Blue,  .Julesburg,  Mud  Springs,  Rush 
Creek  and  others.  The  battle  of  Julesburg,  Colo., 
was  fought  by  a  comp.any  of  the  Seventh  Iowa 
Cavalry  under  Capt.  O'Brien.  The  Indians  in 
larg  numbers  attacked  a  train.  Capt.  O'Brien 
marched  his  company  to  its  assistance  and  the 
battle  continued  all  da\'.  The  company  lost  thirteen 
killeil  and  the  Indians  fifty-live.  The  regiment 
continued  on  the  plains  fighting  Indians  until  the 
spring  of  1866,  when  the  boys  vvere  mustered  out, 
at  Leavenworth,  Kan.,  on  the  17th  day  of    May. 

Oil  his  return  from  the  war,  Mr'  (ircen  resumed 
his  former  business  at  West  I'nion,  which  he  car- 
ried on  until  1880,  when  on  account  of  advancing 
years  he  retired  from  active  life.  He  resides  with 
his  wife  and  youngest  son  on  his  farm  of  sixty-two 


acres  in  the  suburbs  of  AVest  Union.  In  political 
sentiments  Mr.  Green  is  a  Republican  but  has 
never  sought  official  distinction.  He  has  led  an 
active  and  useful  life  and  in  all  the  years  he  has 
been  identified  with  the  business  interests  of  West 
Union  has  been  held  in  high  esteem  for  his  integ- 
rity and  upright  character. 


^r 


l/OSEPH  SHIPTON,  who  has  long  been  a  resi- 
dent of  this  county  and  now  resides  in 
Clermont,  is  a  native  of  England.  He  was 
born  in  Lincolnshire,  October  22,  1826,  and 
is  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Ann  (Kirk)  Shipton,  who 
were  also  natives  of  the  same  country.  His  mother 
is  the  sister  of  the  famous  Lincolnshire  Giant. 
His  father  was  a  laborer.  In  their  family  were 
nine  children,  three  of  whom  crossed  the  ocean. 
In  1850,  our  subject  and  his  brother  Thomas  carae 
to  the  United  States  and  located  in  this  county 
where  the  latter  died  after  some  years  leaving  a 
wife  but  no  children.  The  other  brother,  William, 
crossed  the  ocean  abcuit  1855,  and  died  in  Woo(i- 
stock,  HI.,  leaving  four  children,  three  sons  and 
one  daughter. 

Joseph  Shipton  is  the  only  member  of  the 
family'  residing  in  F.ayette  County.  His  scholastic 
training  was  all  received  before  he  w.as  twelve 
years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  began  working  for 
wages.  Having  accumulated  about  5^100  he  came 
to  the  United  Slates  in  1850.  The  voyage  was 
completed  after  thirty-three  d.ays,  and  from  New 
York  he  made  his  way  to  Wisconsin  where  he  spent 
a  year  after  which  he  came  to  this  county  and  with 
his  brother  riiomas  entered  three  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  in  Pleasant  Valley  Township. 
With  characteristic  energy  he  began  its  develop- 
ment and  cultivation  and  now  owns  two  hundred 
and  f<u'ty  acres  of  the  original  entry,  which  yields 
him  a  gulden  tribute  for  the  care  and  labor  he  has  be- 
stowed n  poll  it.  I'hey  became  citizens  of  the  United 
.States  .as  soon  as  jiossible  after  reaching  its  borders. 

In  West  Union,  on  the  16tli  of  February,  1856, 
Mr.  Shipton  was  united  in  marri.age  with  Miss 
Sarah    Ciiuiming,    who    was    born    in  Canada.  Jul}' 
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6,  1836,  and  is  a  ilanghter  of  Hance  and  Jane 
(Gordon)Ciiniming,  both  of  whom  were  horn  near 
Belfast,  Ireland.  Her  grandfather  was  born  in 
North  Carolina  where  he  married  a  lady  who  was 
a  native  of  Ireland  but  of  Scotch  descent.  Having 
inherited  property  on  the  Emerald  Isle  they  re 
turned  to  that  country  in  its  interests,  and  it  was 
while  there  that  Hance  Gumming  was  born. 
With  his  parents  he  emigrated  to  Canada  but  re- 
turned to  Ireland  where  he  married  Miss  Gordon. 
He  then  took  his  bride  to  Canada,  and  later  to 
Wisconsin  where  she  died  at  tiie  age  of  tiu'rty-five 
years.  He  then  wedded  Mrs.  Jane  Hughes,  and 
his  death  occurred  in  Fayette  County,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-four  years.  By  his  first  wife  he  had  six 
children,  of  whom  four  are  yet  living  and  by  the 
second  marriage  one  child  was  born. 

Mrs.  Shiiiton  is  the  tiiird  in  order  of  birth  and 
with  her  father  she  came  to  this  county  in  1852. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shipton  liave  been  born  nine 
children  as  follows:  William,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  live  years;  Martha  Ann,  wife  of  Wallace  JIartin, 
who  resides  in  Clayton  County;  Hance  F.,  a  resi- 
dent farmer  of  Pleasant  Vallej' Township;  Sarah 
J.,  who  died  in  infancy;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  Edgar 
Martin,  a  resident  of  this  county;  Thomas  W., 
died  in  childliood;  Elnora  B.,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  eleven  years;  Nellie  M.,  who  died  in  her  second 
year;  and  Annie  .1.  The  parents  are  both  mem- 
bers of  the  Uniic'  Brethren  Church  and  in  pol- 
itics Mr.  S'l.ip'^'n  is  a  supporter  of  Republican 
principles.  He  and  his  wife  are  now  living  a  re- 
tired life  in  Clermont  having  through  years  of  in- 
dustry and  energ}'  acquired  sufficient  capital  to 
supply  their  needs  through  their  remaining  years. 


»i^® 
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"[f/OSEPH  MENGES,  a  representative  citizen 
and  leading  farmer  of  Fairfield  Township, 
residing  on  section  24,  is  the  owner  of  three 
VV;^//  hundred  and  forty  four  acres  of  land.  This 
is  divided  into  fields  of  convenient  size  which  are 
highly  cultivated  and  improved.  A  pleasant  and 
commodious  residence  is  neatly  and  tastefully  fur- 
nished, and  the  barns  and    outbuildings  are  models 


of  convenience.  Good  grades  of  Durham  cattle, 
Poland-China  hogs  and  other  stock  are  there  found, 
and  the  farm  is  complete  in  all  its  appointments. 

The  owner  of  this  homestead  was  born  in  Baden, 
Germany,  September  3,  1829,  and  is  a  son  of  Jacob 
Menges  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Baden,  and 
was  a  farmer  and  brickmaker.  He  served  in  the 
war  against  Napoleon,  during  which  time  he  vis- 
ited Paris.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  married 
Elizabeth  Hemrech,  and  in  1848  with  their  family 
of  three  children  they  came  to  Americp,  locating 
first  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  where  on  a  farm  and 
in  the  town  of  Feronia  they  spent  five  years.  The 
West  with  its  superior  advantages  and  opportuni- 
ties attracted  them,  and  in  1853  they  took  up  their 
residence  upon  the  farm  which  is  now  the  home  of 
our  subject.  Mr.  Menges  first  purchased  forty 
acres  of  land,  only  four  of  which  had  been  broken, 
and  upon  this  cleared  space  a  log  cabin,  12x13  feet 
had  been  erected.  For  miles  around  stretched  the 
open  prairie  with  only  occasionallj'  an  isolated  set- 
tlemenc.  Devoting  himself  assiduously  to  the  cul- 
tivation and  development  of  his  land  Mr.  Menges 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  upon  that  farm, 
dying  May  18,  1868,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one 
years.  His  wife  died  December  29,  1879,  at  the 
age  of  sevent3'-eiglit  years,  three  months  and 
twenty-seven  da3's.  Both  were  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church.  Mr.  Menges  was  a  Republican  in 
politics,  but  took  no  active  interest  in  public 
affairs.  The  three  children  of  the  family  were, 
Philip,  who  went  to  Kansas  in  1858,  but  had  to 
leave  on  account  of  the  border  troubles;  Joseph,  of 
this  sketch;  and  Peter  who  died  of  cholera  in  New 
York  in  1850. 

Our  subject  was  but  nineteen  years  of  age  when 
he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America.  He  had 
acquired  a  common-school  education  in  his  mother 
tongue  and  had  worked  upon  a  farm  and  in  a 
brickyard.  After  coming  to  this  countr}-  he 
worked  upon  a  canal,  in  New  Y'ork.  in  the  summer 
time  and  returning  home  at  winter,  would  attend 
school  where  he  would  be  taught  English.  He 
worked  will)  his  father  for  some  time  and  later 
took  charge  of  the  home  farm,  which  is  now  his 
property.  In  those  early  days  Freeport,  111.,  was 
the  nearest  railway  point,  the   pioneers   had    to  go 
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long  distances  to  market  anil  mill,  and  the  facilities 
for  traveling  were  not  then  very  superior,  as  ox- 
teams  were  mostly  used  and  the  roads  were  often 
almost  impassable.  He  worked  on  steadil}-  hoping 
to  acquire  propertj^  sufficient  for  all  the  wants  of 
himself  and  famil3',  and  this  goal  he  has  reached. 
As  a  citizen  he  is  faithful  to  every  duty  hut  does 
not  take  a  very  active  part  in  public  affairs,  eon- 
tent  to  devote  his  time  and  attention  to  his  busi- 
ness interests.  Ilon'ever  he  has  borne  his  share  in 
the  upbuilding  and  development  of  the  county  and 
is  numbered  among  its  worthy  early  settlers.  Ho 
is  a  Republican  in  politics,  having  supported  that 
party  since  its  organization  on  questions  of  na- 
tional importance,  but  at  local  elections  when  he 
is  acquainted  with  the  candidates  he  uses  his  judg- 
ment in  making  up  his  ticket. 

In  1857  Mr.  Mengeswas  united  in  marriage  with 
Charlotte  Aulves,  the  wedding  being  celebrated  on 
the  23d  of  Jul3'.  The  ladj'  was  born  in  Hanover, 
CTcrmany,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Bernhardt  and  Mar}' 
(Garvy)  Aulves,  who  in  1842,  when  Charlotte  was 
six  years  old,  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America. 
After  three  years  spent  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  they 
settled  near  Guttenberg,  Clayton  County,  Iowa, 
where  Mr.  Aulves  is  still  engaged  in  farming.  Two 
brothers  and  two  sisters  of  tlie  family  are  yet  liv- 
ing. Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Menges  were  born  three 
children,  but  Jacob,  who  was  born  in  1863,  died 
August  19.  1868;  Ella  is  the  wife  of  T.  T.  Stetter, 
of  Brush  Creek;  Henry,  who  married  Jennie  Creig, 
of  Brush  Creek,  is  living  on  the  old   home  farm. 
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HARLES  A.  KAYE,  a  Imiibcr  dealer  of 
Maynard,  established  business  at  this  place 
in  March,  1889,  but  though  he  has  been 
numbered  among  the  business  men  of  the  village 
for  only  two  years  he  has  built  up  a  good  trade 
and  won  the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has 
been  associated.  He  purchased  the  stock  of  Frost 
&  Woodard,  and  now  carries  a  full  line  of  ail  kinds 
of  building  lumber,  moldings,  sash  and  door? 
and  also  deals  in  coal  and  wood.  Mr.  Kaye  was 
born  in  Aurora.  111..  August  17,  185G,  and    is  a  son 


of  Jesse  I.  and  Anna  L.(Kling)  Kaye.  The  Kaye 
family  is  of  English  descent  and  the  Kling  family 
of  German  origin.  The  maternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject  edited  a  German  newspaper  in  Phila- 
delphia. Jesse  Kaj'e,  his  father,  was  born  in 
Yorkshire,  England,  August  9,  1818,  and  when  a 
young  man  emigrated  to  this  country,  locating  in 
the  City  of  Brotherly  Love,  where  he  met  and 
married  Miss  Kling  on  Christmas  Day  of  1853. 
She  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  May  14,  1828,  and 
by  her  marriage  became  the  mother  of  eleven 
children,  four  of  whom  are  now  deceased — .Sarah 
who  was  born  September  15,  1854,  is  the  wife  of 
James  Davis,  of  Fontano,  Wis.,  by  whom  she  has 
one  child ;  Charles  A.  is  the  next  younger;  Jesse 
W.,  born  February  20,  1859,  is  married,  has  three 
children  and  his  home  is  in  Riverside,  Washington 
County,  Iowa;  George  D.,  born  March  17,  1861, 
lives  in  Correctionville,  Iowa,  with  his  wife  and 
one  child;  James  F.,  born  February  27,  1863, 
makes  his  home  with  his  mother  in  Iowa  City; 
Mamie  E.,  born  in  February,  1867,  died  in  1876; 
William  W.,  born  in  June,  1869,  is  a  student  in  the 
State  University  of  Iowa  Cit}';  Ruth,  born  in  Sep- 
tember, 1871,  died  in  1875;  Percy,  born  March 
8,  1873,  is  attending  school.  The  father  of  this 
family  died  in  Riverside,  Iowa,  June  12,  1886, 
after  which  his  widow  removed  tolowa  Cit}',  where 
she  is  now  living. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  acquired  his  primary- 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Washington 
County  and  completed  his  literary  training  in  the 
State  University.  He  first  engaged  in  business  for 
iiimself  at  Leadville,  Col.,  and  then  went  to  Idaho 
Springs,  that  State,  where  he  owned  and  operated  a 
lumber  mill  for  seven  j'ears,  so  we  see  that  he  was  not 
without  experience  in  the  business  w'hen  he  came 
to  Maynard.  On  the  25th  of  April  1889,  he  was 
joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Mary  F'.  Ford, 
daughter  of  William  B.  and  Magdelena  Ford,  the 
mariage  being  celebrated  in  Riverside,  Iowa.  Over 
half  a  century  ago  her  parents  located  in  Johnson 
County,  this  State,  but  are  now  living  in  AVashing- 
ton  County.  They  are  descendants  from  old  New- 
England  ancestry,  dating  back  in  America  for 
several  generations.  Mrs.  Kaj-e  was  born  in  John- 
son County,  on  the  21st  of   September,    1856.  and 
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is  one  of  twelve  children,  eleven  of  whom  are  yet 
living — Orrin,  Thomas,  Adolphus,  Louisa,  Jane, 
Sarah,  lAicinda,  William,  Edward,  Walter,  Alfred. 
The  eldest  daughter  is  decease(i.  One  child,  a 
little  daughter,  graces  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kaj'e — Eva  M,ay,  who  was  born  May  26,  1890.  In 
politics,  he  is  a  Republican  and  is  well  informed 
on  political  affairs,  also  on  other  subjects  of  general 
interest.  He  takes  an  active  part  in  the  promotion 
of  any  enterprise  calculated  to  benefit  this  com- 
munity and  is  a  worthy  citizen  who  well  deserves 
the  liberal  patronage  accorded  him. 

A.  HOLMES,  a  representative  and  pro- 
gressive farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Cen- 
ter Township,  residing  on  section  12,  has 
since  1858,  been  a  resident  of  this  county. 
Being  widely  and  favorably  known  his  sketch  will 
interest  many  of  our  readers  and  we  are  therefore 
pleased  to  record  in  this  volume  a  sketch  of  his  life 
work.  He  is  a  native  of  New  York,  born  in  Rens- 
selaer County  in  1834,  and  the  yonngest  of  five 
children,  whose  parents  were  William  and  Rachel 
(Thompson  )Holmes,  both  natives  of  Ireland.  In 
early  life  his  father  became  a  weaver  and  followed 
that  occupation  for  some  years  after  his  emigra- 
tion to  America,  which  occurred  in  1820.  Re- 
moving to  Western  New  York  in  1838,  he  opened 
up  a  farm  which  he  operated  some  years,  but  at 
length  severed  his  business  relations  in  the  East 
and  in  1864  emigrated  to  Fayette  County,  Iowa. 
He  was  a  valued  citizen,  highl}-  respected  by  all 
and  died  in  this  county  about  1883  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three  years.  His  wife  passed  away  some 
two  or  three  years  previous.  Of  their  family  three 
are  now  living — Samuel,  who  is  married  and  owns  a 
farm  jidjoining  that  of  our  subject ;  Ms rgaret,  now 
Mrs.  Claxton,  of  Fayette  and  D.  A.,  of  this  sketch. 
After  his  fourth  year  until  he  started  out  in  life 
for  himself,  Mr.  Holmes  resided  on  his  father's 
farm.  He  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Oswego 
County,  N.  Y.,  when  it  was  a  wild  and  uncultivated 
region.  Among  its  pioneer  scenes  he  was  reared 
to  manhood  and  began  his  sciiool  life  in  that  county, 


but  not  content  with  the  privileges  and  advan- 
tages affor(ied  by  the  common  schools,  after  he  at- 
tained his  majority  he  attended  the  Mexico 
Academy  of  Oswego.  To  gain  the  funds  neces- 
sary to  defray  his  expenses  he  engaged  in  teaching, 
and  for  some  years  followed  that  profession  through 
the  winter  season  while  in  the  summer  months  he 
devoted  himself  to  farm  labor.  On  leaving  the 
Empire  State  he  came  direct  to  this  county  and 
secured  a  position  as  salesman  in  a  general  store  at 
Fayette,  where  he  remained  one  summer.  In  the 
spring  of  1859  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  raw 
land  and  began  the  development  of  a  farm  to 
which  he  has  added,  as  his  financial  resources  were 
increased  until  his  home  place  now  comprises  three 
hundred  and  eight  acres,  one  hundred  of  which  is 
situated  in  Center  Township,  and  two  hundred  and 
eight  in  Westfield.  The  entire  amount  is  under  a 
good  state  of  cultivation,  having  all  the  necessary 
improvements  and  many  of  an  ornamental  character. 
His  large  barn  has  a  capacity  of  one  hundred  tons 
of  hay  and  a  good  granary  together  with  ample 
stable  room.  He  is  making  a  specialtj-  of  breed- 
ing full-blooded  Durham  cattle  and  in  this  branch 
of  his  business  has  also  met  with  excellent  success. 
Industrious  and  enterprising  he  has  made  his  own 
way  in  the  world,  advancing  step  by  step  until  he 
has  reached  a  position  of  affluence. 

In  1860  Mr.  Holmes  was  united  in  marriage 
in  this  county  with  his  brother's  widow.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Angelica  Newman,  she  being  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  Newman,  who 
were  natives  of  Prussia,  born  near  Berlin.  Cross- 
ing the  Atlantic,  they  settled  in  Saratoga  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
days.  Miss  Newman  first  became  the  wife  of 
James  Holmes  and  unto  them  were  born  two  chil- 
dren— James  A.,  who  is  now  employed  as  con- 
ductor on  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul 
Rail  road;  and  Lizzie  C,  a  teacher  of  rare  ability, 
now  following  her  profession  in  Ocean  County, 
N.  J.  One  child,  yet  living,  was  born  to  D.  A. 
and  Angelica  Holmes — D.  N.  who  is  married  and 
resides  in  Randalia.  They  lost  a  daughter,  S.  Kate, 
who  died  in  1884  at  the  age  of  twenl3-  years.  The 
mother  of  this  family  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in 
18G7.     Mr.  Holmes    was  again  married  in  Osweo-o 
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Count}', ""N.  Y.,  in  1869,  his  second  union  being 
with  Miss  Sarah  J.  Carter,  a  native  of  Carterville, 
N.  Y..'an(l  a  daughter  of;Kobert  G.  and  Emily  M. 
(Chittenden)  Carter,  who  were  also  born  in  the 
Empire  State.  The  father  resides  with  his  daugh- 
ter and  the  mother  witii  a[|brother  in  Kansas.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  with  three  children — 
George  R.,  .John  A.,  and  Ina  S.  The  cause  of 
education  has  over  found  in  Mr.  Holmes  a  warm 
friend  and  to  liis  cliildren  he  gave  most  excellent  ad- 
vantages, all  having  pursued  a  collegiate  course. 
John  A.,  at  the  age  of  eleven  3'ears  had  acquired 
suflflcient  knowledge  to  teach  and  he  was  the 
\oungest  student  in  college. 

Mr.  Holmes  in  the  desire  to  provide  his  cliildren 
with  every  advantage  jjossible,  did  not  forget  his 
duty  to  the  community,  but  witli  llie  educational 
interests  of  the  county  has  liren  close!}'  idenlilied 
and  the  schools  of  the  community  owe  not  a  little 
of  their  excellence  to  his  untiring  efforts  in  their 
behalf.  Any  enterprise  calculated  to  upbuild  or 
benefit  the  community  may  be  sure  of  liis  hearty 
support  and  co-operation,  for  he  has  the  interests 
of  the  community  at  heart  and  takes  a  just  pride 
in  its  welfare.  In  politics  he  supports  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  for  two  years  served  as  Township 
Assessor,  for  seven  years  as  Township  Trustee  and 
has  been  a  member  and  Treasurer  of  the  School 
Board  for  many  years.  Mr.  Holmes  has  taken  a 
great  interest  and  does  yet  in  the  County  Fair 
having  served  ten  years  as  a  Director  and  is  now 
the  President. 


'  LFRED  C.  GUNSALUS,  a  leading  grocer 
of  West  Union,  has  been  in  business  at 
this  place  continuously  since  1883,  and 
cariies  a  full  line  of  groceries,  queensware 
and  provisions.  He  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania. 
On  the  19 til  of  June  1841,  lie  was  born  in  Clear- 
field County,  his  parents  being  James  C.  and  Deb- 
orah (MulhoUan)  Gunsalns.  His  father  was  a 
farmer  and  he  was  reared  to  habits  of  industry  and 
frugality,  with  Ijut  limited  educational  advantages 


and  plenty  of  hard  work.  The  winter  terms  of  the 
country  school  were  followed  b}'  the[busy  season  on 
the  farm  and  no  boy,  whose  services  were  at  all 
available,  was'allowed  to'attend  school  again  until 
another  winter;season  had  rolled  around.  In  June, 
1859.  Mr.  Gunsalns  came  to  Iowa  with  his  parents, 
the  family  locating  in  West  I'uion,  wlience  they 
removed  to  Bremer  Count}-,  leaving  behind  Alfred 
C,  who  had  apprenticed  himself  to  J.  S.  Sampson 
to  learn  the  shoemaker's  trade.  After  serving  two 
years  of  his  apprenticeship,  but  before  his  term 
had  expired,  lie  responded  to  the  countrj's  call 
for  troops,  enlisting  on  the  8th  of  September, 
1861,  as  a  member  of  Company  F,  Ninth  Iowa 
Infantry.  He  re-enlisted  January  1,  1863,  was 
made  (.Quartermaster  Sergeant  of  his  regiment  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  |)artici|)ating  in 
twenty-three  different  engagements,  among  which 
may  be  mentioned  Pea  Ridge,  Ark.,  Chickasaw 
Bayou,  Miss.,  and  Arkansas  Post,  Ark.  He  was 
also  engaged  in  the  siege  and  capture  of  Vicksburg, 
where  he  was  under  fire  forty-one  days  and  took 
part  in  the  memorable  charge  against  that  city  June 
22,  1863.  He  w.as  in  the  two  engagements  at  Jack- 
son, Mi.ss.,  and  participated  in  the  battles  of  Chatta- 
nooga, Lookout  Mountain  and  ]\Iissionary  Ridge, 
went  through  the  Atlanta  campaign,  including  the 
numerous  battles  before  Atlanta  and  the  engage- 
incut  at  Resaca  and  accompanied  Gen.  Sherman  on 
the  celebrated  march  10  the  sea  and  under  his 
command  was  in  the  Carolina  campaign,  partici- 
pating in  the  last  battle  of  the  war  at  Benton  ville,  N. 
C.  He  missed  the  Grand  Review  in  Washington  by 
being  detained  on  duty  in  charge  of  the  trains  of 
army  supplies  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  was  mustered 
out  July  25,  1865. 

On  the  termination  of  his  service  in  the  army, 
Mr.  Gunsalns  once  again  came  to  West  Union  and 
took  up  his  trade  where  he  had  left  off.  entering 
the  service  of  Mr.  Sampson,  by  whom  he  was 
employed  until  April,  1882,  when  he  engaged  in 
the  grocery  business  as  a  member  of  the  Arm- 
strong Company,  continuing  that  connectiou  until 
Marcli  1,  189U,  when  he  inirchasod  his  partners 
interest  and  became  .sole  proprietor. 

It  was  not  long  after  his  return  from  the  war 
that  in  West   I'liion,   Mr.   Gunalus  at  the  marriage 
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nltar  united  his  destiny  with  that  of  Miss  Maggie 
B.  Graver,  the  wedding  being  celebrated  on  the  10th 
of  October,  1867.  She  was  born  in  Ashland  County, 
Ohio,  October  9,  1842,  is  a  member  of  the  Presliy- 
terian  Church,  and  a  most  estimable  lady.  Two 
children  have  been  born  of  their  union,  daughters 
— Florence  Edna  and  Ella  Blanche.  In  politics 
Mr.  Gunsalus  is  a  Republican  but  has  not  been  an 
aspirant  for  the  honors  or  emoluments  of  public 
office.  He  is  a  member  of  West  Union  Lodge,  No. 
69,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  and  of  Clermont  Chapter,  No. 
62,  R.  A.  M.;  also  of  West  Union  Lodge,  No.  25, 
A.  O.  U.  W. ;  and  Abernethy  Post,  No.  48,  G.  A. 
R.  By  energetic  and  well  directed  efforts,  Mr. 
Gunsalus  has  made  his  own  way  in  the  v?orld  until 
he  is  now  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  mer- 
chants of  West  Union.  He  is  prompt,  enterpris- 
ing and  sagacious  in  his  methods  and  is  governed 
by  correct  business  principles  and  strict  integrity 
— a  fair  type  of  the  successful  and  respected 
western  merchant.  His  military  career  is  marked 
by  grave  and  gallant  conduct,  and  unswerving 
fidelity  to  duty  th.at  commanded  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  his  officers  and  comrades  through 
long  sieges  and  many  a  hard  fought  battle,  during 
a  term  of  nearly  four  years'  service. 

/p^EORGE  STRUTHOFF.  who  is  engaged  in 
'if  , —  general  mercliandising  in  Mavnard.was  born 
^^/^  in  ()ldenl)crg,  Germany,  January  25,  1837, 
and  is  a  son  of  J.  1).  and  N.  (Mcnkins)  Struthoff. 
They  were  also  natives  of  Oldenberg  where  they 
spent  their  entire  lives.  The  children  of  their  fara- 
11}'  were  Bernard  who  died  in  his  native  country 
at  the  age  of  twentj'-three  years;  George  of  this 
sketch;  Henry  who  married  Gersine  Nills  in  Olden- 
berg, came  to  America  in  1873  and  after  two  years 
returned  to  Germany  where  he  now  makes  his  home; 
Katie,  wife  of  Herman  Simer;  Metta  whois  married 
and  lives  in  Germany,  and  Gersine  who  completes 
the  fanuly. 

Our  subject  is  the  only  representative  of  the 
Struthoff  family  on  American  soil.  In  his  youth 
he   embarked    upon  a  sailing-vessel   and   for  some 


years  followed  the  sea.  He  first  visited  this  coun- 
try in  18G0,  landing  at  New  Orleans  but  immedi- 
ately returned  to  the  mother  country.  In  1867  he 
crossed  the  Atlantic  from  Berlin  to  New  York  and 
with  little  delay  made  his  way  to  Chicago  where  he 
engaged  in  sailing  on  the  Great  Lakes  until  1874, 
when  he  came  to  Maynard.  He  has  sailed  once 
around  Cape  Horn,  four  times  around  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  prior  to  the  year  1863  spent 
fifteen  years  on  the  ocean  and  five  years  on  the 
Great  Lakes,  and  was  also  for  one  year  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Government  of  Great  Britian  in  the 
East  Indies.  On  locating  in  Maynard  he  embarked 
in  the  mercantile  business  which  he  has  since  fol- 
lowed. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Struthoff  was  cele- 
brated in  1875.  The  lady,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Joanna  Meyer,  was  born  in  Hanover,  Ger- 
many, June  11,  1853,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Maria  (Senhold)  Meyer.  The  family  num- 
bered five  children,  the  two  eldest  of  whom  were 
born  in  Hanover,  the  three  younger  in  Dubuque 
County,  Iowa.  Joanna  is  the  first-born;  Henry, 
the  second,  came  to  America  with  his  parents  in 
1856,  is  married  and  resides  in  Harlan  Township; 
Fred  died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  Lena  is  the  wife 
of  Adolph  Garnier,  a  farmer  residing  in  Harlan 
Township,  and  Charles  who  died  at  the  age  of  eight 
years.  Five  children  grace  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Struthoff:  Lena,  who  was  born  May  21,  1876; 
Tillie,  August  16,  1878;  Johnny,  August  18,  1880; 
Annie,  September  12,  1882,  and  Mary,  September 
20,  1885.  The  children  were  all  born  in  Maynard 
and  are  attending  school. 

Mr.  Struthoff  has  a  large  and  finely  selected 
stock  of  general  merchandise  consisting  of  dry- 
goods,  clothing,  boots  and  shoes,  hardware,  oils 
and  paints,  wall  paper,  groceries,  provisions  and 
notions.  He  enjoys  a  lucrative  trade,  having  the 
confidence  of  his  patrons  and  creditors,  and  through 
economy  and  perseverance  has  accumulated  a  fine 
property  which  permits  him  and  his  family  to  live 
in  comfort  surrounded  by  many  of  the  luxuries  of 
life.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  German 
Lutheran  Church,  and  in  politics  he  votes  with  the 
Democratic  party.  His  life  has  been  an  eventful 
one.     In  Germany,  upon  the  sea,  in  the  East  Indies 
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and  America  his  linys  iiavo  been  passed  and  the 
i<nowledge  of  tlie  different  countries  he  has  visited 
and  tlie  manners  and  customs  of  their  peoples  has 
made  him  an  iiilerestins;  conversationalist. 


-^+#=^^=€-^^- 


numbered  among  the  leading  citizens  of 
AVindsor  Townsiiip,  where,  on  section  31,  he  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  stocli-raising.  lie  was  born 
in  Prussia,  October  3,  1835,  and  his  i)arents  were 
natives  of  the  same  country.  They  emigrated  to 
America  in  1853,  locating  in  Waterlown,  Wis., 
and  during  the  succeeding  three  years  William  re- 
mained under  the  parental  roof,  but  on  attaining 
his  majority  he  left  home,  going  to  Milwaukee  for 
the  pur|:>ose  of  learning  the  blacksmith's  trade. 
W^hen  he  luid  mastered  the  business,  he  followed 
his  chosen  occupation  for  some  nine  years  or  until 
18()4,  in  Monroe,  AVis.  During  his  residence  at 
that  place,  on  the  9th  of  June,  1857.  he  led  to  the 
marriage  altar  Miss  So|)[iia  ISeckman,  who  was  born 
in  Prussia  in  1837,  and  accoin|)anied  her  father  to 
America  in  1855,  her  mother  having  died  in  Prus- 
sia some  jears  before. 

In  .Tanuary,  18C4,  j\lr.  Zilraer  laiil  down  his  tools 
and  donning  the  blue,  enlisted  in  Company  H. 
Thirty-Second  Wisconsin  Infantry.  He  participa- 
ted in  the  engagements  at  Mnrfreesboro  and  Nash- 
ville, where  the  regiment  performed  provost  guard 
dntj'.  From  the  latter  place  the  troops  marcluil 
to  Peach  Tree  Creek,  where  they  met  the  enemy  in 
battle.  With  his  command  Mr.  Zilmer  followed 
the  Twentieth  Army  Cor|)s  in  all  of  its  maneuvers 
and  engagements  until  after  tlie  caiUure  of  Atlanta, 
when  lie  was  taken  witli  typiioid  fever  and  sent  to 
the  field  hospital  near  that  city.  Later  lie  was  trans- 
ferred to  Nashville,  and  snlisequently  was  again 
transferred,  this  time  being  t;dven  to  the  Louisville 
hos|)ital,  where  lie  remained  until  the  war  ended. 
About  Christmas  time  of  18G4  he  received  a  fur- 
biugh,  and  on  returning  to  the  South,  was  assigned 
to  duty  on   the  floating  Ohio  Hospital,  where   he 


ILLIAM    ZILMER,  who  but  a  short  time 
'/    since    located   in    this  county,    is  already 


remained  until  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  re- 
ceived his  discharge  from  the  service  in  June, 
1865. 

Returning  to  his  home  in  Wisconsin,  Mr.  Zilmer 
then  devoted  himself  to  the  combined  occupations 
of  blacksmithing  and  farming,  which  he  continued 
with  fair  success  in  that  State  until  March.  1889. 
Six  years  previous  he  had  visited  this  countj-  and 
purchased  two  iiundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  to 
which  in  1889  he  removed  his  family. 

Unto  Mr.  and  JMrs.  Zilmer  have  been  born  the 
following  children:  August,  the  eldest,  born  in 
Monroe,  Wis.,  died  in  the  year  1858,  and  two  others 
died  in  early  infancy;  Rosa,  born  in  the  year 
1863,  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Eitel,  of  this  county: 
Annie,  born  in  18(55,  <lied  in  1883;  Lena,  born  in 
1867,  is  now  the  wife  of  Fred  Witte,  of  Milwaukee, 
Wis.;  F:dward,  born  in  1869;  Albert,  1872;  Emma, 
1875;  William,  1877;  and  IMinnie,  1879,  are  at 
home.  Mr.  Zilmer  Uas  a  finely  improved  farm  with 
buildings  equal  to  the  best  in  the  county.  Tiic 
broad  acres  are  under  a  higii  state  of  cultivation; 
his  fences  are  kept  in  good  repair;  his  stock  is  of 
excellent  grades;  his  barns  and  outbuildings  are 
models  of  convenience,  and  his  home  is  a  tasty- 
residence.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  Church,  and  he  also  belongs  to  (). 
F.  Pinney  Post,  No.  102,  G.  A.  R.  of  Monroe,  Wis. 
He  is  liberal  in  his  political  views,  but  on  questions 
of  national  im[)ortance  usually  supports  the  Repuli- 
lican  party. 

-    ooo    - 

V.  HOYER,  senior  member  of  the  firm  of 
Ho3'er  &  Morgan,  proprietors,  editors  and 
publishers  of  the  Oelwein  Registpr,  is  a  na- 
tive of  Kentucky.  He  was  born  in  New- 
port, on  the  8th  of  March,  1863,  and  is  a  son  of 
Jolm  and  Ann  (Steenbloch)  Hoyer.  His  parents 
are  natives  of  (ierman^-,  and  came  to  America  in 
1845.  They  are  now  residing  in  Ackley,  Hardin 
County,  Iowa,  where  they  have  made  their  home 
since  1868. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  came  to  Iowa  with  his 
parents  when  a  lad  of  five  years,  and  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools,  acquiring  a  good  knowledge 
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of  the  Knglish  brandies.  He  entered  upon  his 
business  career  in  a  printing  office  in  Ackley,  and 
also  worked  at  the  trade  in  other  cities  in  Iowa. 
In  May,  1887,  in  company  with  William  Morgan 
he  purchased  the  office  and  business  of  the  Oelwein 
Register,  which  they  have  since  enlarged  and  con- 
ducted successfully.  The  paper  is  of  ten  years' 
growth.  It  was  established  in  August,  1880,  by 
T.  Frier,  and  several  times  changed  hands  prior  to 
becoming  the  property  of  its  present  proprietors. 
(Since  writing  the  above,  A.  E.  Woodruff,  an  old 
newspaper  man  of  eighteen  years'  experience,  has 
bought  out  Mr.  Morgan).  It  is  a  six  column 
quarto,  independent  in  politics,  and  is  devoted  to 
the  interests  of  Oelwein  and  vicinity.  With  the 
exception  of  one  year,  it  has  had  no  opposition 
since  it  was  establisiicd.  At  this  writing  it  is  the 
only  paper  in  the  city,  and  has  rapidly  grown  in 
favor  witii  the  public.  Its  publishers  are  wide- 
awake, enterprising  young  men,  who  are  bound  to 
make  theirs  one  of  the  leading  papers  of  the  count)'. 
On  the  24th  of  December,  1888.  Mr.  Hoyer  was 
joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Kate  Morgan,  the  mar- 
riage being  celebrated  in  Black  Hawk  County,  but 
they  took  up  their  residence  in  Oelwein,  where  they 
began  their  domestic  life,  and  have  since  resided. 
The  lady  was  born  in  Black  Hawk  County,  near 
Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  and  is  a  daughter  of  .Tesse  Mor- 
gan. They  have  manj'  warm  friends  among  the 
young  people  of  the  cit^'.  In  politics  Mr.  Hoyer 
is  a  Republican,  and  is  a  member  of  Palidahnee 
Lodge,  No.  194,  K.  of  P. 


ANSOM  S.  NILES,  who  faithfully  served 
y  his  country  during  the  late  war  and  is  now 
a  leading  farmer  of  Windsor  Township, 
residing  on  section  7,  was  born  on  the  4tli 
of  March,  1834,  in  Alburg,  Vt.,  his  parents  being 
Alanson  and  Olive  (Stoddard)  Niles.  They  were 
also  natives  of  A'erraont  and  the  father,  who  was 
born  in  1800  died  in  1870,  but  the  mother  who  was 
born  in  1807,  is  still  living  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty -three  years.  The  Nilcs  family  is  of  Welsh 
descent.     Unto    the   parents   of   our  subject  were 


born  nine  children,  six  sons  ahd  three  daughters. 
Sumner  A.  wedded  Mary  Green  and  resided  in 
Vermont  until  about  the  age  of  forty  years  when 
he  died  of  consumption;  Laura  A.,  became  the 
wife  of  Isaac  Burwell,  late  of  Bethel  Township, 
Fayette  County,  and  died  in  1883;  Ichabod  E., 
married  Miranda  Lake  of  Vermont,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  farming;  and  Eliza  R.,  is  the  wife  of 
Daniel  Vosburg,  a  resident  farmer  of  Canada. 

Our  subject,  who  was  fourth  in  order  of  birth 
in  that  family  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
State,  acquiring  his  education  in  the  common 
schools,  but  on  reaching  his  majority  he  left  the 
parental  roof,  determined  to  seek  his  home  in  the 
West.  The  year  1856  witnessed  his  arrival  in 
Iowa  and  in  Clayton  County  he  eflfected  a  settle- 
ment but  after  a  short  time  he  removed  to  Mitchell 
County,  Iowa,  and  subsequently  to  Austin,  Minn., 
where  he  spent  a  year  and  a  half.  Returning  to 
Iowa,  he  came  to  Fayette  County,  and  for  some 
fourteen  years  has  resided  upon  his  present  farm. 
He  w.as  married  May  27,  1858,  to  Miss  Ruth  A. 
King,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Amanda  (Difford) 
King.  She  was  born  in  Montgomery  County, 
N.  r.,  September  3,  1  842.  and  was  the  third  in  a  fam- 
ily of  twelve  children.  With  her  parents  she  came  to 
this  county  when  she  was  a  child  of  nine  years 
and  for  thirty-nine  years  has  here  made  her  home. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Niles  have  been  born  Ave 
children:  Isaac  Alanson  who  was  born  in  this 
county,  November  7,  1859,  wedded  Miss  Slary, 
daughter  of  A.  T.  and  Arabell  Wain  of  this  county. 
They  have  three  children  and  reside  on  a  farm 
near  Cresco,  Iowa;  Alma  A.,  born  March  11,  18(jl, 
died  February  2,  1863 ;  Alice  R.,  born  August  21, 
1865,  was  for  several  years  a  teacher  in  the  public 
schools  of  this  county  and  gained  an  enviable 
reputation  as  an  instructor.  Subsequently  she 
learned  short-hand  and  type-writing  and  is  now  em- 
ploj'ed  as  an  amanuensis  in  the  law  office  of  I^.  W. 
Clements  of  AVest  Union;  Carrie  May,  born  May 
27,  1868,  married  Robert  Glasgow,  of  Canada  and 
they  now  reside  in  Colorado  where  Mr.  Glasgow  is 
engaged  in  mining.  Tliey  have  three  children. 
Blanche  B.,  was  born  .July  7,  1880,  and  is  the 
youngest  of  the  faniil)'. 

During  the  late  war,  Mr.   Niles  responded  to  his 
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country's  call  for  troops,  enlisting  as  a  pi'ivate  in 
Company  G,  Thirty-eighth  Iowa  Infantry.  He 
parLieipated  in  all  the  engagements  and  move- 
ments of  his  regiment  until  it  reached  New 
Orleans.  He  was  taken  sick  at  Vicksburg  and  on 
reaching  the  Crescent  City  was  granted  a  furlough 
on  account  of  his  disability.  For  seven  months 
he  was  confined  to  his  home  and  then  reported  for 
duty  at  Davenport,  but  was  discharged  from  the 
service  on  account  of  ill  health  in  October,  1864. 
Returning  liome  he  once  more  resumed  farming 
whicli  be  1ms  since  followed  in  pursuit  of  fortune. 
He  has  a  ))leasant  home  on  section  7,  Windsor 
Township  conveniently  situated  near  'Hawkeye, 
where  he  receives  his  mail  and  takes  his  produce 
to  market.  In  politics  he  is  a  Greenbacker  and 
in  his  religious  views  is  liberal.  He  has  always 
manifested  a  lively  interc&t  in  the  prosperity,  up- 
building and  advancement  of  the  county  and  State 
and  is  regarded  as  a  public-spirited  citizen.  His 
soldierly  qualities  of  faithful  performance  of  dutj' 
and  promptness  remain  with  him  and  have  charac- 
terized his  entire  life.  Ho  is  a  member  of  Aber- 
nethy  Post,  No.  48,  G.  A.  R.,  of  West  Union  and 
is  held  in  universal  esteem. 


^  AMES  F.  SMITH,  a  farmer  and  fruit-grower 
of  I'nion  Township,  residing  on  section  4, 
was  born  in  Calhoun  ("ounty,  Michigan,  on 
the  4th  of  September,  1839,  being  a  son  of 
James  Floyd  Smith,  whose  father  w.as  a  native  of 
New  York,  from  which  State  he  removed  to  Mich- 
igan where  his  children  had  preceded  him.  His 
marriage  took  place  in  the  Empire  State,  where 
James  F.  Smith,  father  of  our  subject,  tirst  saw  the 
light.  Grandfather  Smith  with  his  wife,  ended  his 
days  in  Michigan,  dying  in  1865,  at  the  ripe  old 
age  of  ninety-five  years.  Our  subject,  as  a  bo3', 
remembers  walking  with  him  into  town  and  al- 
lliontth  he  was  then  more  than  ninety  years  of  age 
he  was  still  active  and  vigorous  and  could  almost 
out-distance  his  young  companion.  His  wife  died 
in  1855  at  the  age  of  eighty  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born    near  Ithaca, 


Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  one  of  thirteen 
children.  He  obtained  a  common-school  education 
and  wlien  a  young  man  learned  the  wagon-maker's 
trade.  At  the  age  of  twenty -two,  he  married  Miss 
Eliza  A.  Hoag.  a  native  of  the  same  county  and  a 
daughter  of  Hulick  and  Ann  Hoag,  who  also  emi- 
grated to  Michigan,  spending  their  last  days  in  that 
Slate.  In  1837.  Mr.  Smith  removed  to  Calhoun 
County-,  Mich.,  where  he  opened  and  improved  a 
new  farm,  clearing  it  of  timber.  He  followed  farming 
during  the  summer  and  worked  at  his  trade  in  the 
winter  until  1853,  when  with  his  family  he  emi- 
grated to  Fayette  County.  Iowa,  settling  on  section 
5,  Union  Township.  He  took  up  four  hundred 
acres  of  land,  mostly  prairie.  Land  at  that  time  was 
worth  about  $2.50  per  acre.  He  improved  this  farm 
and  on  it  made  his  home  until  about  1870,  when  he 
removed  to  Beloit,  Kan.,  investing  the  accumula- 
tions of  earlier  years  in  a  business  block  in  that 
town,  but  lost  his  fortune  in  the  collapse  of  the 
boom.  In  1885  he  removed  to  Northwestern  Kan- 
sas, took  up  a  homestead  in  Thomas  County  and 
two  years  later,  on  the  24lh  of  January,  1887, 
passed  awaj-.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  were  parents  of 
nine  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Asa 
died  in  Michigan  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years; 
G.  K.  is  now  a  resident  of  Kansas;  Hiram  died  in 
1856;  James  F.,  our  subject,  is  the  next  younger; 
E.  T.  is  also  living  in  Kansas;  Charlotte,  widow  of 
H.  B.  Frisby  is  living  in  West  Union;  Addie, 
widow  of  A.  G.  Tipple,  makes  her  home  in  Minne- 
apolis; Helen,  widow  of  Garrett  Smith,  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Chicago;  and  Henry  is  located  in  Thomas 
County,  Kan.  Mr.  Smith,  father  of  this  family, 
acted  with  the  Whig  party  in  early  life  and  later 
become  a  Reiniblican.  He  never  entertained  polit- 
ical asinralions  Init  gave  his  attention  to  his  busi- 
ness interests.  He  was  an  inflexible  opponent  of 
secret  societies  or  any  similar  organizations.  An 
industrious  and  upright  business  man  and  a  worthy 
citizen  are  terms  of  praise  justly  merited  by  him. 
Our  subject  spent  his  early  life  on  the  farm  in 
Michigan  and  there  learned  what  work  meant.  In 
his  native  State,  while  a  mere  boy  he  drove  the 
leaders  on  a  breaking  team  for  six  years.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  after  coming  to  Iowa,  being  at 
that  lime  fourteen  years  of  age.    When  his  services 
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were  not  needed  on  the  farm  he  attended  scliool  in 
West  Union  during  the  winter  season,  and  tliereby 
familiarized  himself  with  the  common  English 
branches.  Beginning  when  sixteen  years  of  age.  for 
six  years  he  had  the  management  of  the  home  farm, 
his  father  being  away  on  business  a  greater  part  of 
the  time,  and  often  in  the  busiest  season  liad  as 
many  as  twenty-five  men  in  his  charge.  At  the 
age  of  twenty- two  he  began  life  for  himself  on  the 
farm  which  he  still  owns,  then  an  unimproved  tract. 
He  now  has  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  highly- 
cultivated  land  on  section  4,  and  one  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  a  mile  west  of  West  Union.  Both 
farms  are  provifled  with  gooil  buildings  and  com- 
fortable dwellings  together  with  other  necessary, 
useful  and  ornamental  improvements.  For  twentj' 
years,  Mr.  Smith  has  made  a  specialty  of  fruit  rais- 
ing and  now  has  ten  acres  devoted  to  small  fruits, 
while  eacli  season  he  uses  ten  thousand  boxes  in 
sbii)ping  the  same.  His  market  is  the  NorUiwest, 
principally  Minnesota,  and  he  h.as  induced  his  neigh- 
bors to  enter  the  same  course  of  business  which  he 
has  opened  and  in  which  his  intelligent  and  scien- 
tific methods  insure  success.  He  has  recently  un- 
dertaken an  enterprise  that  bids  fair  to  benefit  the 
entire  Northwest,  namely,  the  propagation  of  hardy 
fruits.  The  thoroughness  of  his  plans  and  his  (irac- 
tical  methods  leave  no  doubt  that  he  will  push  this 
to  success,  although  he  is  the  pioneer  in  that 
field. 

On  Christmas  Day  1860,  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Lucy  M.  Hackett,  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, who  with  her  parents  came  to  this  county 
in  1852.  Unto  them  have  been  born  three  daugh- 
ters— Ella  IVL,  born  August  9,  18G3;  Jessie  B.,  June 
10,  1869;  and  Gertrude  A..  September  30,  1876. 
They  have  improved  tlie  excellent  opportunities 
afforded  them  and  their  home  shows  evidence  of 
their  culture.  After  attending  the  public  schools 
of  F.ayette,  Ella  became  a  student  in  the  Northern 
Iowa  University  of  Fayette  and  took  a  commercial 
course.  She  is  also  an  accomplished  artist,  her 
work  showing  a  high  order  of  talent  and  has  a  class 
in  painting.  Jessie  is  also  a  graduate  of  the  excel- 
lent public  schools  of  West  Union. 

Mr.  Smith  stands  in  the  front  rank  of  the  enter- 
prising and  progressive  farmers  of  the  county.    He 


took  a  leading  part  in  the  organization  of  the  Union 
Farmers'  Creamery  Company  and  has  been  elected 
Treasurer.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics  l)ut  not 
a  politician  in  the  sense  of  office  seeking  and  like 
his  father  has  no  use  for  secret  societies.  He  has 
been  identified  with  the  county  and  its  liest  inter- 
ests since  1853,  and  no  one  is  more  worthy  a  rep- 
resentation in  this  volume. 


-5fe«S--l — 


"I  AMES  LEAHY,  one  of  the  leading  farmers 
and  stock-raisers  of  Ulyria  Township  and 
the  proprietor  of  the  Steamboat  Mound 
Creamer}',  resides  on  section  36.  He  is  a 
native  of  the  Green  Isle  of  Erin  and  a  son  of  Tim- 
othy and  IMar}'  (Dwyer)  Leah}',  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  County  Tiiiperary.  His  father  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation  and  spent  his  entire  life  in 
his  native  land,  dying  when  James  was  a  small  boy. 
In  the  family  were  six  children — -two  sons  and  four 
daughters.  In  1860,  after  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band, Mrs.  Leahy  and  four  children  came  to  this 
country.  Those  who  accompanied  their  mother 
are:  Mary,  wife  of  Dennis  Toomey,  a  resident 
farmer  of  Fairfield  Township;  Philip  who  is  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Fairfield  Town- 
ship; Joanna,  wife  of  Edward  Fennell,  of  Clayton 
County,  Iowa,  and  James,  of  this  sketch. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Count}'  Tipperary,  May 
1,  1846,  and  spent  his  boyhood  days  in  the  usual 
manner  of  farmer  lads.  He  received  a  fair  educa- 
tion and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  crossed  the  Atlantic 
to  America.  On  coming  lo  this  country  he  served 
an  apprenticeship  of  three  years  at  the  boiler- 
maker's  trade  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  and  when  the  war 
broke  out,  with  two  companions  also  learning  the 
business,  he  offered  his  services  to  the  Govern- 
ment but  only  one  of  the  three  was  received, 
James,  the  others  being  refused  on  account  of  their 
youthfulness.  With  the  other  members  of  his  fam- 
ily Mr.  Leahy  followed  the  course  of  human  emi- 
gration which  was  steadily  flowing  westward   and 
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became  a  resident  of  this  county  in  1864.  Tliey 
pni-cliaserl  land  in  Fairfield  Township  Ihrough  the 
agency  of  an  uncle,  and  upon  their  sixty-acre  tract 
of  timber  began  life  in  the  West.  The  sisters  were 
soon  afterward  married  and  the  brother,  becoming 
discouraged,  returned  to  New  York  leaving  .lames 
to  care  for  his  nKjthcr  an<l  make  a  living  as  best  he 
could.  He  worked  hard  and  soon  bought  out  the 
interest  of  the  others  in  the  little  farm,  the  bound- 
aries of  whicli  he  has  since  extended  until  it  now 
comprises  four  iiundred  acres  whicli  is  im|)roved 
with  a  fine  brick  residence,  good  barns  and  other 
outbuildings,  together  with  a  first-class  creamer}', 
the  sales  of  which  amount  to  about  $30,000  annu- 
ally. This  enterprise  furnishes  a  market  for  the 
milk  and  cream  of  the  farmers  for  miles  around 
anfl  is  one  of  the  leading  industries  of  the  town- 
ship. Mr.  Leahv  raises  a  high  grade  of  horses, 
cattle,  hogs  and  sheep,  and  is  also  very  successful  in 
this  liraneh  of  iiis  business. 

On  the  12th  of  February,  1871,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna  Meehan  who 
was  born  in  Clayton  Count}',  Iowa,  October  1, 
1850,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Richard  and  Ann  (De- 
laney)  Meehan.  Both  were  natives  of  Ireland  and 
with  their  respective  families  came  to  this  county 
in  childhood,  locating  in  New  York  where  they 
were  married.  In  1849  they  removed  to  Clayton 
County,  Iowa,  where  they  are  now  living.  In  their 
family  were  four  children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leahy 
began  their  domestic  life  in  Fairfield  Township, 
removing  to  their  present  farm  in  1878.  l^nto 
them  were  born  twelve  children:  Mary  A.;  Katie 
who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years;  Timothy,  Mag- 
gie. Hannah,  Richard,  Julia,  James  F.,  Agnes,  John, 
Ella,  and  J.  Raymond  who  died  at  the  age  of  eight 
months. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leahy  are  both  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church  and  he  is  a  supporter  of  tlie 
Republican  party.  His  life  is  rernarkablc  on  ac- 
count of  his  financial  success,  for  at  the  early  age 
of  fourteen  )ears  he  had  to  begin  to  earn  iiis  own 
livelihood,  from  which  time  he  was  ever  depend- 
ent upon  his  own  exertions.  Years  have  come  and 
gone  and  by  enterprise,  industry  and  good  manage- 
ment he  has  become  one  of  the  wealthy  citizens  of 
Illyria  Township, 


"i^  LISHA  L.  HACKF/rr,  deceased,  was  one  of 
fe  the  leading  farmers  in  the  county,  and  his 
/L~if)  family  was  well  and  widely  known  in  the 
community.  He  was  born  in  Colerain,  Mass., 
March  21,  1810,  and  wasa  son  of  Asa  Hackett.  who 
with  his  family  emigrated  from  the  Bay  State  to 
Pennsylvania  in  1814,  He  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation and  in  his  native  State  was  twice  married. 
By  his  first  wife  he  had  five  daughters  .and  by  his 
second  wife,  wiiose  maiden  name  was  Keziah  Thomas 
and  who  was  a  native  of  Mass,acliusetts,  he  had  two 
sons.  On  coming  to  Pennsylvania  he  settled  in 
East  Smithfield,  Bradford  County,  where  both  he 
and  his  wife  spent  their  last  days.  He  took  an  ac- 
tive part  in  church  work,  was  a  15ai)tist  in  religious 
belief  and  was  everywhere  known  as  Deacon  Hack- 
ett, having  filled  the  office  of  Deacon  for  many 
years.  In  politics  he  was  a  supporter  of  Wliig 
principles.  His  children  were  Eliza,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Jared  Phelps  and  died  near  the  old  home- 
stead in  Pennsylvania;  Mrs.  Luc}-  Wood,  who  died 
in  the  Keystone  State;  Mrs.  Abigail  Phelps,  also 
deceased;  Mrs.  Sallie  Wood,  who  died  in  Pennsyl- 
vania; Ruth,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years; 
Peleg  and  Elish.a. 

The  latter  was  four  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
the  emigration  of  the  family  to  Peiii.s3'lvailia.  He 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  reared 
upon  the  homestead  farm,  of  which  he  took  charge 
on  the  death  of  the  father.  In  1831  he  married  Miss 
Polly  Phelps,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in 
1812.  For  a  number  of  years  they  resided  in  that 
State  and  in  1852  came  to  Iowa,  locating  ui)on  a 
farm  in  Lnion  Tovvnship,  where  his  daughters  still 
make  their  home.  He  purchased  three  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land,  the  greater  part  of  which 
was  in  its  i)rimitive  condition,  only  eleven  acres 
having  been  placed  under  the  plow.  As  it  was  al- 
most im|)ossible  to  obtain  lumber  to  build  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  on  which  had  already  been  erected  a 
dwelling.  The  nearest  market  in  those  days  was 
McGregor,  the  roads  were  poor  and  it  was  often  a 
task  to  go  for  piovisions,  I'ljon  the  farm  where 
he  located,  Mr.  Hackett  made  his  home  until  his 
death  which  occurred  in  1873.  His  wife  survived 
him  seven  j'ears  and  was  then  laid  to  rest  by  his 
side  in  West  Fnion  Cemeterv.     The  children  cou- 
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stituting  (heir  family  are  Mary,  who  lives  on  the 
old  lioinestead ;  Parley  in  Dakota;  Lucy,  wife  of 
J.  F.  Smith,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
volume;  and  Celostia. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Hackett  was  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church  but  later  both  he  and  his  wife  be- 
came members  of  the  Christian  Church.  He  gave 
[lis  support  to  the  Whig  party  in  the  early  years  of 
his  manhood  and  then  cast  his  ballot  with  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  was  a  valued  citizen  and  an 
honored  pioneer  and  look  an  active  jjart  in  tlie 
development  of  the  country. 


((?. 


7  0HN  OWP^NS,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
I  business  men  of  P'ayette  County,  is  mer- 
'  chandising  in  West  Union,  carrying  a  full 
/'  line  of  dr3-goods,  clothing  and  carpets.  His 
eslablishmcnt  is  one  of  the  leading  houses  of  the 
place  and  among  his  business  associates  he  occupies 
a  foremost  position.  Mi'.  Owens  was  born  on  tlie 
17th  of  December,  1837,  in  Dromore,  County 
Down,  Ireland,  and  is  a  son  of  Philip  and  Eleanor 
(Armstrong)  Owens.  His  education  was  acquired 
in  his  native  country  and  his  business  training  was 
received  serving  an  apprenticeship  to  the  mercan- 
tile business. 

Our  subject's  mother  died  during  his  youth, 
and  in  1856,  in  company  with  his  father  and  fam- 
ily he  emigrated  to  the  United  States.  Locating  in 
Fulton  City,  111.,  he  tliere  remained  two  years,  after 
which  he  came  to  Iowa  and  engaged  in  farming 
near  West  Union,  F'a^etle  County.  Two  years 
later  he  purchased  a  farm  in  Chickasaw  County,  in 
company  with  two  of  his  other  brothers,  and  was 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  1863,  when 
he  came  to  West  Union  and  embarked  in  merchan- 
dising, which  lie  has  carried  on  continuously  since. 
For  a  number  of  years  he  was  associated  in  business 
with  Mr.  Davis,  under  the  firm  name  of  Owens  k 
Davis,  which  connection  terminated  in  187.'),  since 
which  time  he  lias  been  alone.  Mr.  Owens  owns 
his  own  business  block,  wliicli  is  of  brick  and  is 
fifty  feet  front  by  eighty  feet  deep,  and  in  height 
two  stories  and  a  basement.  He  occupies  the  entire 


block  with  the  exception  of  a  portion  of  the  upper 
floor,  and  carries  an  extensive  stock  of  dry-goods, 
notions,  clothing  and  carpets.  He  employs  six 
clerks  and  does  an  annual  business  in  this  estab- 
lishment of  *50,000. 

Mr.  Owens  is  also  extensively  engaged  in  various 
other  enterprises  that  furnish  employment  to  a 
great  number  of  people.  He  began  dealing  in  live- 
stock soon  after  locating  in  West  Union,  and  in 
1873  formed  a  partnership  with  John  R.  Cook  in 
live-stock  and  farm  machinery,  which  connection 
has  continued  to  the  present  time.  Their  annual 
business  in  live-stock  averages  about  $600,000. 
Mr.  Owens  is  also  engaged  in  supplying  timber  and 
ties  to  railroad  companies,  and  at  one  time  his 
annual  sales  ran  as  high  as  $20,000,  but  are  now 
somewhat  less,  ranging  from  $10,000  to  $15,000. 
He  is  also  extensively  interested  in  farming,  own- 
ing one  fine  farm  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres, 
well  stocked,  situated  about  two  and  a  half  miles 
southeast  of  West  Union,  and  three  other  smaller 
ones  in  this  county,  the  whole  aggregating  five  hun- 
dred and  eighty  acres.  He  was  one  of  the  incor- 
porators of  the  Fayette  Count}-  Savings  Bank,  of 
West  Union,  and  is  a  member  of  its  board  of  direc- 
tors. 

In  Elkader,  Iowa,  on  the  31st  of  July,  1864,  Mr. 
Owens  was  unitetj  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
Rouen,  who  was  born  in  County  Mayo,  Ireland, 
May  27,  1842.  and  came  to  America  with  her  par- 
ents when  three  years  of  age.  She  was  a  devout 
Catholic  and  died  in  that  faith  June  18,  1889. 
Eight  children  were  born  of  their  union,  but  only 
three  are  now  living,  namely:  Charles  E.,  John  and 
Willie  A.  Those  deceased  are:  John  Francis, 
Minnie  Ellen,  Maggie  Annie,  Francis  T.,  Emelena 
Loretta. 

Mr.  Owens  is  essentially  a  self-made  man.  He 
has  always  been  a  prompt  and  energetic  business 
man  and  possesses  superior  executive  ability.  His 
success  in  accumulating  a  large  property  and  build- 
ing up  and  maintaining  important  and  extensive 
business  enterprises  is  largely  due  to  his  indefatiga- 
ble energy  and  persistent  care  of  the  numerous 
details  of  his  affairs.  He  has  been  a  benefactor  to 
a  large  number  of  working  people  by  organizing 
and    developing  many    industries    through   which 
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they  have  secured  employment.  His  course  lias 
uniformly  been  that  of  an  ui)iight,  fair-dealing 
man,  and  his  integrity  lias  been  unquestioned.  In 
politics  Mr.  Owens  is  a  Democrat  and  in  his  relig- 
ious views  he  is  of  the  same  churcli  to  which  his 
wife  helonn;e<l. 


m 


^/OHN  G.  BOrP.  In  our  subject,  who  re- 
sides on  section  8,  Windsor  Townslii|),  we 
find  one  of  the  leading  young  farmers  and 
stockraisers  of  th?  community  and  a  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of 
tlie  county.  Tliis  is  his  native  county.  He  was 
born  on  the  3d  of  September,  1858,  and  is  the 
fourth  child  in  a  family  of  fourteen  children  wiiose 
parents  are  Michael  and  Margaret  (Smith)  Bopp. 
They  were  both  natives  of  Germany,  the  former 
born  in  1822,  and  the  latter  in  1828.  In  1858 
wlien  this  section  of  Iowa  was  a  wild  and  unsettled 
region  they  located  in  Fayette  County,  entering  a 
quarter-section  of  Government  laud  which  became 
the  homestead  of  the  family. 

The  usual  scenes  of  pioneer  life,  together  witii 
many  of  its  hardships,  were  not  unfamiliar  to  Mr. 
Bopp  in  his  early  days.  Under  the  parental  roof 
he  was  reared  to  manhood,  alternating  his  time 
between  work  upon  the  farm  and  attendance  at  the 
district  school.  However,  he  afterward  became  a 
student  in  Ainsworth  Academy  in  West  Union 
where  his  education  was  completed.  He  was  an 
apt  scholar  and  soon  fitted  himself  for  the  profes- 
sion of  teaching  which  he  followed  for  a  nurnl)or 
of  years  prior  to  his  marriage.  On  the  3d  of 
Se|)tember,  1884,  Mr.  Bopp  led  to  tlie  hymeneal 
altar  Miss  Amy  May^  daughter  of  Noah  D.  and 
Rosetta  (Anglemeyer)  Mottinger.  Her  father,  a 
native  of  Ohio,  was  born  in  1839,  of  English  and 
German  parentage,  and  her  mother,  who  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania,  in  1838,  is  of  German  descent. 
They  became  residents  of  this  county  in  IMarcli, 
1880,  Mr.  Mottinger  purchasing  land  in  Banks 
Township,  from  which  he  developed  and  improved 
a  fine  farm.  In  the  family  were  five  ci)ildren,  all 
of  whom  are  yet  living.     George  H.,  who  married 


Martha  B.  Bopp,  resides  on  the  Mottinger  home- 
stead in  Banks  Townshi]);  Amy  M.,  wife  of  our 
subject,  is  the  next  younger;  Ida  Belle,  Artluir  L. 
and  Gertie  are  still  with  their  parents. 

John  G.  Bopp  is  an  industrious,  enterprising  and 
progressive  young  farmer  who  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
two  has  accumulated  a  comfortable  little  property. 
His  farm  comprises  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  well-improved  land,  situated  on  section  8,  Wind- 
sor Township,  not  far  from  the  village  of  Hawkeye 
which  furnishes  him  a  market  for  his  produce. 
(!ood  buildings  are  also  upon  his  farm  together 
with  the  latest  improved  machinery  and  high 
grades  of  stock.  As  a  citizen,  Mr.  Bopp  is  true 
to  all  his  duties.  In  political  views  he  is  a  stanch 
Republican  and  takes  a  deep  interest  in  the  growth 
and  success  of  his  party,  but  has  never  sought 
political  preferment.  He  keeps  himself  well  in- 
formed en  all  public  affairs,  both  political  and 
otherwise  and  is  a  man  in  whom  his  fellow  towns- 
men place  the  utmost  confidence. 


JOSEPH  ALLWOOD,  a  substantial  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  of  section  25,  Center  Town- 
ship, is  one  of  the  self-made  men  of  the 
_  county.  Whatever  success  he  has  met  with 
in  life  is  due  to  his  own  efforts,  and  for  this  he  de- 
serves no  little  credit.  Of  English  birth,  he  first 
opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  day  in  Lincolnshire, 
in  1845,  gracing  the  union  of  John  and  Anna  (Kel- 
ley )  Allwood,  who  were  also  natives  of  that  county. 
His  father  was  a  farmer,  and  accompanied  by  his 
family  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America,  locating  in 
Green  County,  Wis.,  in  1865.  Here  he  resumed 
his  chosen  occupation  which  he  continued  to  fol- 
low until  his  death.  His  widow  afterward  came  to 
Fayette  County,  Iowa,  where  her  death  occurred. 
In  the  family  were  seven  children,  four  of  whom 
are  yet  living:  John,  who  is  married  and  resides  in 
Lee  County,  III.;  Ann,  now  Mrs.  Watson,  of  Fay- 
ette County,  Iowa;  Ellen,  now  Mrs.  Crawley,  of 
Fayette;  and  Joseph. 

Our  subject  is  the  j'oungest  of  the   family,  and 
the  first  eleven  years  of   his  life  were  spent  in   iiis 
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native  land.  He  had  acquired  .a  common-school 
education,  and  in  comp.iny  with  two  brothers  be 
bade  good-by  to  home  and  friends,  and  embarked 
for  the  New  World.  For  six  weeks  and  two  days 
they  were  upon  the  bosom  of  the  briny  deep,  but 
in  safety  their  vessel  at  length  reached  New  York, 
whence  they  made  their  way  directly  to  Wisconsin. 
Gointj  to  Delaware,  Iowa,  his  brotliers  left  him  be- 
hind, a  lad  of  eleven  years,  to  make  his  own  way  in 
the  world  surrounded  by  no  familiar  faces,  and 
with  no  one  to  whom  he  could  go  in  case  of  trou- 
ble. He  worked  upon  a  farm  for  13  per  month, 
and  continued  labor  in  that  direction  for  several 
years,  his  wages  increasing  with  his  strength,  and 
capabilities  to  perform  more  work.  At  the  age  of 
thirteen  he  went  to  Lee  County,  111.,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1865,  when  he  came  to  Fayette 
County,  Iowa,  a  young  man  of  twenty  years.  Be- 
ing thrown  upon  his  own  resources  at  a  tender  age 
developed  a  self-reliance  and  force  of  character  in 
Mr.  AUwood,  which  aided  him  greatly  in  the  bat- 
tle of  life.  By  energy  and  perseverance,  thrift  and 
industry,  he  had  been  enabled  to  accumulate  some 
capital,  and  on  coming  to  this  county  he  purchased 
one  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres  of  timber  land 
which  lie  at  once  began  to  clear  and  improve.  He 
built  a  good  frame  dwelling,  and  then  devoted 
every  energy  to  the  transformation  of  the  wild  land 
into  a  rich  and  fertile  farm,  the  income  arising 
from  which  would  supply  all  his  needs.  It  is  a 
self-evident  fact  that  prosperity  comes  to  those  who 
labor  diligently,  exercising  good  business  ability 
and  upright  principles.  AV'orking  in  this  wa^',  Blr. 
AUwood  was  blessed  with  success,  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  four  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  fine  land 
under  fence,  well  cultivated  and  improved.  He 
also  raises  a  good  grade  of  cattle  and  hogs  in  addi- 
tion to  the  cereals  for  which  he  finds  a  ready  mar- 
ket. 

Mr.  AUwood  was  married  in  this  county  in  1879, 
the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Joanna  Sullivan, 
who  was  born  in  the  county,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Cornelius  and  Mar)'  Sullivan,  who  are  natives  of 
Ireland,  and  now  reside  in  Clermont,  Iowa.  Unto 
them  have  been  born  four  children,  one  son  and 
three  daughters — Mary  Ann,  Ellen  Elizabeth,  Will- 
iam Joseph,  and  Nettie.     The  family  circle  yet  re- 


mains unbroken,  and  in  the  social  world  the  mem- 
bers of  this  household  are  held  in  high  regard. 

Mr.  AUwood  has  never  taken  any  very  active 
part  in  political  affairs,  but  at  the  polls  supports 
the  Democratic  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  England,  and  as  a  citizen  does  what  he 
can  for  the  advancement  of  the  county's  interests. 


SCAR  C.  COLE,  editor  and  proprietor  of 
the  loiua  Postal  Card,  published  in  Fayette, 
was  born  on  the  25th  of  June,  1840,  in 
Wtst  Stockholm,  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
is  a  son  of  Horace  C.  Cole.  The  family  is  of  Eng- 
lish descent.  His  father  was  born  in  Westmore- 
land, N.  H.,  in  1802,  and  married  Miss  Melinda 
Smith,  who  was  born  in  the  Empire  State  in  1806. 
In  1856,  they  came  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Fayette, 
where  Mr.  Cole  carried  on  liis  trade  of  carpenter- 
ing. He  was  one  of  the  earliest  wood  workers  of 
this  town  and  did  a  good  business  in  that  line.  His 
death  occurred  in  1861,  and  his  wife  died  in  1876. 
She  was  of  Scotch  and  Welsh  descent. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  the  rural  districts  of 
New  York,  in  the  traditional  log  schoolhouse 
and  received  the  usual  education  common  in  those 
days  in  such  localities.  When  he  was  fourteen 
years  of  age,  the  family  emigrated  westward,  locat- 
ing in  Whiteside  County,  III.,  where  Mr.  Cole 
spent  his  time  between  the  farm  and  the  town 
until  July,  1856,  which  year  witnessed  his  arrival 
in  Fayette.  He  here  made  a  permanent  location 
and  identifj'ing  himself  with  the  best  interests  of 
the  place  lias  become  one  of  its  leading  citizens. 
Having  received  a  very  limited  education,  he 
entered  Fayette  .Seminary  on  its  opening  January 
7,  1857,  and  was  a  constant  student  in  that  institu- 
tion until  the  summer  term  of  1860.  He  enjoys 
the  distinction  of  delivering  the  first  Latin  oration  at 
the  first  Commencement  of  the  school.  Embarking 
upon  his  business  career,  he  entered  the  office  of  the 
Fayette  Journal,  as  ''  devil,"  although  on  previous 
occasions  he  had  been  connected  with  certain  publi- 
cations. He  rapidly  arose  becoming  the  pressman, 
foreman   and  associate   editor.       In    1861,    lie  w.as 
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with  the  office  of  the  Mason  City  Republican  and 
the  following  year  was  employed  on  thestaff  of  the 
Charles  Citj-  Intelligenrer,  where  lie  remained  until 
1864,  when  he  heeauie  connected  with  the  West 
Union  Record.  Two  years  later  he  edited  and 
l)ublishcd  tlie  Fayette  Pu'jlic  Record,  which  he 
carried  on  until  18G8,  when  he  became  interested 
in  the  i)ubIication  of  the  North  Iowa  Observer. 
For  a  year  or  two  sub.sequent  to  that  time,  he  was 
half  owner  and  the  editor  of  the  Volga  Valley 
Times,  with  which  paper  he  continued  for  four  and 
a  half  years.  At  length  abandoning  journalist 
labors,  he  engaged  in  railroading  until  an  accident 
caused  his  retiring  from  that  vocation.  From  May, 
1879  until  July,  1882,  he  was  mail  route  agent  and 
his  average  record  from  the  time  he  entered  upon 
the  duties  of  that  position  until  his  retirement  was 
99.9  per  cent.  In  October.  1882,  he  launched 
upon  the  waves  of  journalism  The  lova  Postal 
Card,  which  he  is  still  publishing  at  this  writing. 
His  experience  has  been  varied  but  he  is  now 
prospering,  and  his  paper  is  receiving  a  richly 
deserved  patronage. 

In  1867,  Mr.  Cole  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Angle  Libbe}',  of  Lawrence,  Mass.,  who  was 
born  in  .Sanford,  Me.,  August  T),  1840.  Unto  them 
have  been  born  two  children,  a  son  and  daughter — 
Lyle  L.,  aged  sixteen  years;  and  Emma  E.,  now 
eleven  3'ears  of  age. 


ENJAMIN  ISHMAN,  a  retired  farmer  re- 
^,  siding  in  Douglas,  was  born  in  Northum- 
berland County,  Pa.,  Se|)tember  27,  1824, 
and  is  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  six  children 
whose  parents  were  David  and  Catherine  (Rough) 
Ishman.  They  were  also  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  of  German  ancestry.  The  father,  who  was 
liorn  in  1798,  died  in  Pennsylvania  in  18G3.  while 
ihe  mother  passed  awaj'  some  two  years  previously. 
Their  children  were  Frederick,  who  was  born  in 
1826,  is  married  and  follows  farming  in  Pennsyl- 
vania; David,  who  was  born  in  1828,  and  enlisted 
in  the  service  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  was 
wounded  and  disabled  at   Blue   Mills,   Miss.,  came 


home  on  a  furlough,  returned  and  was  discharged 
from  the  service.  He  came  to  Iowa,  and  after  some 
months  felt  himself  so  far  recovered  as  to  be  able 
to  return  to  the  arm}-  and  enlisted  in  Company  F, 
Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry,  the  same  company  in  which 
our  sul)ject  was  then  serving.  At  the  battle  of 
.lulesburg,  Neb.,  he  was  killed  by  the  Indians. 
Joseph,  who  also  enlisted  in  a  Pennsylvania  regi- 
ment, was  wounded  but  served  out  his  terra  of 
enlistment,  returning  at  the  close  of  the  war  to  Jef- 
ferson County,  Pa.,  where  he  now  resides;  Elias, 
the  only  one  who  remained  at  home  during  the 
war,  is  married  and  is  engaged  in  farming  and 
lumbering  in  Millstone.  Pa.  The  other  two  chil- 
dren died  in  infancy. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  the  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth  in  his  native  State  and  as  a  help- 
mate on  life's  journey  chose  Miss  !Mary  IIou|)t.  the 
wedding  being  celebrated  in  Jefferson  County,  Pa., 
March  5,  1853.  Her  parents,  Frederick  and  Sarah 
(Cashstetter)  Iloupt,  were  natives  of  the  Keystone 
State,  and  in  their  family  were  six  children,  Mrs. 
Ishman,  who  was  born  October  1 1 ,  1836,  being  the 
fourth.  Her  brothers.  Conrad,  Eli.as  and  John 
enlisted  in  the  arm}-.  The  two  former  served  in 
the  Thirty-Eighth  Iowa  Infantry  and  died  of 
disease  at  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  in  1863;  John  server! 
in  a  Pennsylvania  regiment  and  w.as  so  fortunate  as 
to  pass  through  the  services  with  the  Ami}'  of  the 
Potomac  without  special  injury.  He  now  lives  in 
Jefferson  County,  Pa,,  where  he  is  married  and  en- 
gaged in  farmir.g.  They  have  a  family  of  children. 
Mrs.  Ishman's  parents  came  to  Iowa  in  18.'j7. 

At  the  same  time  our  subject  and  his  wife  effected 
a  settlement  upon  a  farm  in  Windsor  Township, 
this  county,  where  he  gave  his  attention  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits  until  March,  1863,  when  he  enlisted 
in  the  army  and  his  famil}'  removed  to  Auburn 
Township.  He  served  about  two  }ears  as  a  private 
in  Companj-  F,  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry,  doing  dutj' 
(in  the  western  frontier.  He  incurred  disability  by 
being  thrown  from  a  runaw.ay  horse,  receiving 
injuries  which  have  rendered  him  an  invalid  ever 
since  the  war.  He  participated  in  the  historical 
battle  at  Jidesburg,  where  his  company  of  thirty- 
seven  men  were  surrounded  by  sixty  Indians  and 
afteen  of  the  gallant  little  band   were   left  on   the 
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field.  When  the  war  was  over  he  returned  to  his 
farm  in  Auburn  Township  and  followed  farming 
until  failing  liealtli  compelled  him  to  retire.  He 
now  owns  a  pleasant  home  in  the  village  of  Auburn, 
besides  about  eighty  acres  of  farming  land  and  sev- 
eral town  lots. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ishman  have  had  five  children, 
three  of  whom  are  now  living:  Sarah  A.,  who  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  July  31,  1854,  became  the 
wife  of  Edwin  Dodge,  February  20,  1881,  and  now 
resides  in  Auburn;  Nelson,  born  October  2,  1855, 
(lied  in  infancy:  Hiram  M.,  born  October  22,  1858, 
died  in  January,  18(59;  Lewis,  born  August  I'J, 
1860,  wedded  Mary  Bemis,  and  with  their  three 
children  they  reside  on  his  father's  farm  in  Auburn 
Township;  Clara  Etta,  born  in  Aulnii'n  Township, 
August  5,  1871,  is  novv  attending  school  with  the 
intention  of  engaging  in  teaching.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ishman  have  been  members  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church  for  many  years;  their  youngest  daughter 
is  also  a  member,  and  they  have  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  many  friends.  lie  is  a  stanch 
Republican  in  politics  and  takes  .an  active  interest 
ii;  public  affairs  and  is  recognized  as  a  public- 
spirited  and  useful  citizen  in  the  community 

\l]  AMES  SUMNER  SHERMAN,  a  representa. 
tive  farmer  and  early  settler,  is  now  living 
on  his  farm  on  section  33,  Scott  Township, 
where  he  has  a  fine  residence  surrounded  by 
a  beautiful  grove  of  shade  trees  that  he  himself 
planted,  and  its  broad  fields  comprising  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres,  also  show  the  work  of  his 
hands,  for  it  was  once  wild  prairie  and  through  the 
efforts  of  Mr.  Sherman  was  brought  under  tlie  high 
state  of  cultivation  in  which  we  to-day  find  it.  He 
was  born  in  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  September 
3,  1844.  His  grandfather,  Stephen  Sherman,  a 
native  of  Rhode  Island,  became  a  New  York  farmer 
and   spent  his   last  daj's  in  Fulton  County. 

Richard  D.,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
on  tiie  7th  of  March,  1807,  in  Fulton  Count}'.  His 
boyhood  days  were  spent  in  work  uiion  the  old 
homestead  and  in  attendance  at  the  common  schools. 


while  during  his  youth  he  learned  the  tanner's  and 
shoemaker's  trade,  which  he  followed  in  pursuit  of 
fortune  in  early  life.  His  latter  years  were  S|)ent 
as  a  farmer.  On  the  13th  of  October,  1831,  he 
married  Miss  Phwbe  Sumner,  an  aunt  of  William 
O.  Sumner  of  this  township,  and  after  nine  years 
they  removed  to  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
his  wife  died  May  23,  1857.  On  the  5th  of  May, 
of  the  following  year  he  wedded  Lucy  Jane  Bar- 
ney, who  is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead  in  the 
Empire  .State.  His  death  occurred  on  that  farm 
November  5,  1887.  By  his  first  marriage  were 
born  three  children — Mrs.  Lucy  Hedges  Reed,  who 
was  born  November  25,  1850  and  makes  her  home 
in  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.;  James  S.,  of  this 
sketcii;  and  Henry,  who  was  born  October  12,  1847, 
and  died  March  27,  1848.  Richard  Sherman  was  a 
faithful  and  active  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
with  which  ho  united  during  his  boyhood.  He 
liiled  many  of  its  offices  and  lived  a  consistent 
Christian  life  in  harmon}-  with  his  professions.  Of 
secret  societies  he  was  an  uncompromising  oppo- 
nent and  in  politics  he  was  a  Whig,  then  an  Aboli- 
tionist and  afterwards  a  stanch  Republican.  A 
man  of  strong  convictions,  he  was  firm  in  support 
of  what  he  believed  to  be  right,  and  neither  fear 
nor  favor  could  deter  him  from  upholding  his 
views. 

Our  subject  was  fitted  for  life's  work  by  a  good 
English  education  and  home  training.  He  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  until  he  had  attained  his 
majority,  when  he  began  farming  for  himself  in 
his  native  State.  At  length  he  determined  to  fol- 
low the  advice  of  Horace  Greeley  and  in  March, 
1869  started  westward.  The  new  and  growing 
State  of  Iowa  was  his  destination,  and  on  section 
33.  Scott  Township,  Fayette  County,  he  took  up 
his  residence.  The  appearance  of  his  farm  at  the 
present  day  indicates  the  care  and  supervision  of  a 
mindstored  with  progressive  and  enterprising  ideas. 
At  the  time  of  his  arrival  in  the  county,  Scott 
Township  contained  but  one  barn,  a  structure  1 6x24 
feet.  His  own  farm  has  good  barns  and  outbuild- 
ings and  all  modern  improvements.  Mr.  Sherman 
was  one  of  the  first  to  engage  in  the  dairy  business 
which  is  now  one  of  the  leading  industries  of  the 
county.     He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Stanley  Cream- 
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ery  Association  and  by  his  associates    and    fellow- 
townsmen  is  recognized  as  a  good  business  man. 

On  the  7th  of  March,  18(i9,  in  Orleans  County, 
N.  Y.,  Mr.  Slierman  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Harriet  Chase,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
Fulton  Country,  lliat  State.  The  bridal  tour  of  the 
young  couple  consisted  of  a  trip  to  Iowa  and  upon 
their  present  farm  they  began  their  domestic  life. 
Their  union  has  been  l)lessed  with  four  children — 
Lucy  Mary,  James,  Ray  R.  and  Grace.  Mr.  Sher- 
man expects  to  provide  iiis  children  with  good 
educational  advantages,  thereby  fitting  them  for 
the  practical  duties  of  life.  He  and  his  wife  and 
two  children  are  members  of  the  Union  Ciiurch 
of  Stanley  which  he  helped  to  organize  and  to  the 
building  of  which  he  contributed  liberally.  Gener- 
ous in  su|)uort  of  public  enterprises  he  gives  to 
whatever  he  thinks  will  prove  beneficial  to  the  com- 
munity, and  has  been  identified  with  man}'  of  its 
leading  interests.  He  has  filled  various  local  offices 
and  is  now  Township  Trustee.  Since  casting  his 
first  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln  he  has  supported 
the  Re|)ublican  part}',  is  influential  in  local  polit- 
ical circles  and  often  serves  as  a  delegate  to  the 
conventions.  He  entertains  strong  prohibition 
princi[i!cs  and  by  precept  and  example  has  advo- 
cated  the  cause  of  temperance  through  life. 

^Jl^^  ON.  WILLIAISI  ALLEN  HOYT,  Judge  of 
the  Thirteenth  Judicial  District  of  Iowa, 
was  born  in  Oswego  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the 
\i^  IGth  of  April,  1844,  and  is  a  son  of  Charles 
and  Mary  (Allen)  Hoyt,  a  sketch  of  whom  is  given 
on  another  page  of  this  volume.  The  early  life  of 
our  subject  is  unmarked  by  any  event  of  special  im- 
portance. He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  county,  and  having  defermiiicd  to  make 
the  legal  profession  his  life  work  he  began  reading 
law  in  Oswego,  after  which  he  went  to  New  York 
City  where  he  continued  his  legal  studies  under  the 
prece(itorshii)  of  his  uncle  Judge  William  Allen,  a 
(lisLinguishe<l  jurist  of  New  York  and  the  author 
of  Allen's  New  York  Reports.  Subsequent  to  this 
time  Mr.  lK>yt  took  a  course  of  study  in   the    Col- 


umbia College  Law  School,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  the  Class  of  '66.  He  began  practice 
in  the  \Vest  five  years  later,  opening  an  office  in 
Fayette,  Iowa,  where  he  continued  some  seven 
years  when  in  1878  he  opened  a  law  office  in  West 
Union  where  he  was  associated  in  practice  with 
H.  P.  Hancock,  the  connection  continuing  until  the 
election  of  our  subject  to  the  bench  in  the  autumn 
of  1889. 

In  October,  1872,  in  Fayette,  Judge  Hoyt  led 
to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Klma  L.  Marvin,  daugh- 
ter of  A.  E.  iSLarvin  and  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State.  Four  children  were  born  of  their  union,  one 
son  and  three  daughters,  but  the  son.  Allen  F.  died 
in  infancy  and  one  daughter,  Blanche  L.,  died  De- 
cember 10,  1890.  The  daughters  living  are  Kittie 
A.  and  Bessie  M. 

The  Judge  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  hi  political  sentiments  he  is 
s  supporter  of  Democratic  principles  and  socially 
belongs  to  Fayette  Lodge,  K.  of  P.,  Pleiades  Lodge 
No.  248,  A.  F.  &.  A.  M.,  and  Ansel  Humphreys 
Chapter,  No.  80,  R.  A.  M.,  also  of  Fayette. 


— '■'^ ♦^'■[j^» *.-*- 

i^ARTON  D.  JEWELL,  although  young  in 
ii^„.  years,  deserves  a  place  among  the  first 
'(?^1jl  business  men  of  Brush  Creek.  His  sketch 
will  be  of  special  interest  to  our  readers  in- 
asmuch as  he  has  accomplished  more  in  a  few 
years  than  many  do  in  a  lifetime.  His  [larents, 
David  and  .lulia  (McNary)  Jewell,  are  natives  of 
the  Empire  Slate,  whence  they  emigrated  to  Clay- 
ton County,  Iowa,  in  185G,  locating  in  ^'olga  City, 
where  they  still  reside.  David  Jewell  has  devoted 
his  life  to  the  carpenter's  and  joiner's  trade  and, 
as  IS  quite  usual,  his  two  sons — the  only  children 
of  the  family — Barton  1).  and  Charles  H.,  learned 
the  trade  of  their  father,  at  which  the  latter  still 
works. 

liarton  has  turned  his  energies  into  a  different 
channel  as  the  following  sketch  will  show,  but  we 
will  give  an  account  of  his  life  from  his  childhood 
u|i.  He  was  born  September  20,  18r)4,  in  Hroorae 
County,  N.    Y.,  and  was  therefore  only    two  years 
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ohl  at  the  time  the  family  came  to  Iowa.  His  edu- 
cation was  limited  to  the  advantages  afforded  in 
the  common  schools  which  he  attended  only  until 
he  was  fourteen  years  of  .age,  when  he  commenced 
to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world.  After  working 
some  three  years  by  the  month  on  a  farm,  he  de- 
cided to  learn  the  carpenter's  and  joiner's  trade, 
and  with  his  father  .is  instructor  soon  m.astered 
the  business  which  he  followed  some  seven  year.s. 
In  1881  he  came  to  Brush  Creek  where  for  six 
years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  hardware  firm 
of  Isaac  Walrath  &  Son.  He  proved  a  very  effic- 
ient man  and  their  relations  were  mutually  pleas- 
ant. According  to  the  custom  of  the  business  he 
contracted  for  the  year,  from  .Januiry  to  January, 
and  after  serving  some  six  years,  thinking  his 
labors  ought  to  be  more  valuable,  he  stated  as 
much  to  his  employer  who,  of  course,  wished  to 
p.ay  liim  all  he  could  afford  but  did  not  see  how 
he  could  stand  it  to  make  the  advance.  It  was 
agreed,  however,  that  his  emi)loyer,  if  he  w(uild 
not  advance  his  wages,  should  let  Mr.  Jewell  know 
thirty  days  before  the  1st  of  January,  while  on  the 
other  hand,  he  was  to  make  known  his  determina- 
tion to  quit,  if  he  so  desired,  thirty  days  in  ad- 
vance. Time  p.assed  on  until  Jaiiuar}-  1,  2  and  3 
had  passed  and  then  Mr.  Jewell,  who  has  always 
been  char.acterized  bj'  his  promptness  in  liu>iness 
dealings,  asked  his  employer  if  he  had  decided  to 
make  the  increase  of  wages,  which,  by  the  w.ay, 
amounted  to  only  about  ^40  for  the  year,  lie 
received  a  negative  repl^'.  Not  having  been  in- 
formed according  to  contract,  Rh'.  Jewell  deter- 
mined to  quit  although  it  was  late  in  the  season 
and  the  best  positions  were  taken.  However,  the 
fates  had  something  better  in  store  for  him  than 
working  for  a  salary.  Two  worthy  citizens.  Messrs. 
Kemmcrer  and  Graf,  had  sufficient  faith  in  the 
ability  and  honesty  of  Mr.  Jewell  to  go  in  part- 
nership with  him  in  the  hardware  business.  They 
began  operations  in  'he  s|)ring  of  1887  by  pur- 
chasing the  stock  of  Campbell  &  Wandal,  which 
invoiced  $1,185.50.  In  Februarj-,  1890,  the  other 
partners  bought  Mr.  Graf's  interest,  and  the  firm 
title  w.as  changed  to  Kemmerer  &  Jewell.  Tliougli 
they  began  in  a  STnall  w.ay  they  now  have  one  of 
tlie  most  extensive  business   interests   m    town  and 


in  connection  with  hardware  they  have  a  large 
trade  in  wagons,  buggies  and  farm  machinery.  The 
hardware  store  is  22x70  feet  and  the  machinery 
department  24x90  feet.  Mr.  Jewell  is  the  resi- 
dent partner  and  therefore  the  manager  of  the 
business,  as  Mr.  Kemmerer  resides  in  F.ayette.  We 
have  given  in  detail  the  facts  concerning  the  estab- 
lishment in  business  of  one  of  the  leading  young 
men  of  Brush  Creek  to  show  how  seemingly  insig- 
nificant transactions  may  change  the  entire  career 
of  a  man. 

On  the  1st  of  March,  1877,  Mr.  Jewell  was  united 
in  marriage  »vith  Miss  Cora  Clark,  a  native  of 
Ohio,  and  unto  them  has  been  born  one  child,  a 
son,  Roy.  Socially  our  subject  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity.  Fioni  a  financial 
standpoint  he  is  a  self-made  man.  luiergetic,  cour- 
teous and  attentive  to  business,  he  has  won  an 
extensive  i)atronage. 


\f/,_^  ON.  WILLIAM  R.  MORLEY,  a  resident 
farmer  and  money  loanerof  Fairfield  Town- 
ship, living  on  section  31,  is  numbered 
among  the  leading  citizens  of  the  county. 
Known  to  all  as  an  upright  man  and  worthy  citizen 
he  deserves  special  mention  in  this  volume  where 
is  given  the  record  of  the  lives  of  the  representative 
|)eople  of  Fayette  Count}'.  He  is  now  an  old  man 
but  is  still  hale  and  hearty  and  we  join  his  many 
friends  in  wishing  that  his  life  may  be  preserved 
for  a  long  time  to  come.  He  was  born  February 
20,  1809,  near  the  town  of  West  Springfield,  Mass., 
on  the  same  farm  where  his  father,  grandfather  and 
great-grandfather  had  lived  before  him.  The  found- 
ers of  the  family  came  from  England  among  the 
earliest  emigrants  and  settled  near  Hartford,  Conn. 
David  Morley,  father  of  William,  w.as  born  in 
the  town  of  West  Springfield,  March  3,  1760,  and 
married  Hannah  L.  Griswold  a  native  of  Lyme, 
C(jnn..  who  when  a  maiden  of  six  summers  accom- 
|}:-,nied  her  i)arents  to  Massachusetts  and  w.as  reared 
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in  the  same  neiglil)orhoocl  with  him  who  became 
iier  husband.  Ilei-  father,  who  was  a  Presbyterian 
preacher  of  tlie  old  school,  there  resided  until  liis 
death.  David  Morley  was  a  man  of  extensive 
business  interests.  He  controlled  large  tracts  of 
land,  built  stone  bridges,  ran  a  still,  owned  and 
operated  a  sawmill  in  Berkshire  County,  and  also 
kept  a  tavern  for  some  years.  When  only  sixteen 
years  old  he  entered  the  Colonial  army  and  served 
in  the  vicinity  of  West  Point,  taking  part  in  a  hard 
tjattle  with  the  Indians  in  Central  New  York,  where 
the  regiment  lost  heavily.  At  that  time  his  mother 
was  a  widow,  and  as  he  and  his  brother  were  both 
anxious  to  aid  their  country  in  her  struggle  for 
independence,  one  would  serve  for  six  months  and 
then  return  home  while  the  other  did  service  for  a 
like  period.  Mr.  Morley  was  a  man  of  high  stand- 
ing in  his  community  and  represented  his  district 
in  the  Slate  Legislature.  lie  was  also  Colonel  in 
the  State  Militia  and  in  political  faith  was  a  Demo- 
crat, being  an  ardent  admirer  of  Thomas  Jefferson. 
He  died  December,  31,  1815,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five, 
and  his  wife  died  February  13,  18G6,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three.  Of  their  family  of  twelve  children 
William  is  the  only  one  now  living.  Sj'lvanus  G. 
died  March  19,  1857;  David  died  in  Michigan; 
Matthew  M.  came  to  Fayette  County,  in  1851,  and 
here  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life ;  James  H. 
died  in  Illinois;  Francis  A.  died  October  29,  1853; 
Harriet  Kean;  Mariette  died  March  12,  1855  ;  Eliza, 
September  9,  1871;  Hannah,  February  24,  1875: 
Julia  A.  August  6,  1869;  and  Caroline  S.,  December 
29,  I860. 

Our  subject  is  the  youngest  but  one  of  that 
family.  In  the  common  schools  of  his  native  State 
he  acquired  his  education  and  npon  his  father's 
farm  was  reared  to  manhood.  He  served  one 
summer  before  the  mast  as  a  sailor,  and  in  1834 
accompanied  the  family  to  Ohio,  locating  near 
Paiiiesville  where  he  secured  land  upon  which  he 
resided,  cultivating  it  until  1836.  In  that  year  he 
removed  to  Illinois,  settling  near  Rockford.  He 
became  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  region  for  the 
country  round  about  was  in  its  primitive  condition 
and  the  Indians  were  'still  numerous.  Soon  after 
this  the  Black  Ilawk  War  occurred.  Mr.  Morley 
secured  four   hundred   acres  of  wild  Government 


land  which  he  broke  and  cultivated  until  1855, 
when  heagain  became  identified  with  the  pioneer  set- 
tlement. He  li.ad  visited  this  county  on  a  prospect- 
ing tour  in  1854  and  the  j'ear  following  took  up 
his  residence  near  Tajdorville,  where  he  bought 
land,  entering  other  land  farther  south.  In  1869,  he 
removed  to  his  present  location  on  section  31, 
Fairfleid  Townshi|),  where  he  has  since  resided, 
having  a  comfortable  home,  good  barns  and  other 
outbuildings,  the  latest  improved  machinery,  fair 
grades  of  stock  and  everything  necessary  to  a  model 
farm.  He  has  given  the  gre;<test  part  of  his 
attention  to  general  farming  and  has  met  with  most 
excellent  success.  He  now  owns  about  one  thou- 
sand acres  of  land  and  has  a  snug  sum  paid  up  in 
bank. 

AVhile  residing  in  Illinois  Mr,  Morley  married 
Miss  Lorain  Ainsworth,  who  was  born  near  .Seneca 
Lake,  N.  Y.,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  accom- 
panied her  parents  to  the  West.  Thej'  have  no 
children  but  have  given  homes  to  five  orphan  boys 
and  girls,  providing  them  with  all  necessities  and 
many  comforts.  Mrs.  Morley  is  a  member  of  the 
United  Brethren  Church  to  which  both  she  and  her 
husband  contribute  very  liberally.  He  is  strongly 
opposed  to  secret  societies,  believing  their  existence 
threatens  the  welfare  of  our  country.  Both  in 
principle  and  practice  he  is  a  strong  prohibitionist 
and  worked  untiringly  for  the  amendment.  He 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  William  Wirt,  of 
Virginia,  the  anti-BIasonic  candidate,  and  in  1840, 
supported  W.  H.  Harrison.  He  then  voted  with 
the  Abolition  party  until  the  rise  of  the  He[)ubliean 
party  with  which  he  has  since  been  indentified, 
being  a  warm  supporter  of  its  principles.  He  has 
often  served  in  its  conventions  and  has  filled  all  of 
the  local  ofTices.  In  1873  he  was  elected  to  repre- 
sent his  district  in  the  Legislature  and  served 
acceptably  in  that  office.  Mr.  Morley  possesses 
many  excellent  traits  of  character,  is  charitable 
and  benevolent,  ever  ready  to  extend  a  helping 
hand  and  many  a  one  has  reason  to  bless  him  for 
j  his  kindly  assistance  in  their  hour  of  need.  His  own 
j  life  has  been  crowned  with  prosperity  which  he 
certainly  deserves  as  it  is  the  result  of  his  own 
efforts. 
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TEPHEN  T.  OVIATT,  dealer  in  furniture, 
and  undertaker  of  Brush  Creek,  was  born 
in  Xorton,  Summit  County,  Oiiio,  July  l.i, 
18'21,  and  is  a  son  of  Edmund  and  Sallie 
(Thompson)  Oviatt.  His  father,  wlio  was  hoin  in 
East  Bloomfield,  N.  Y.,  accomi)anied  his  i)arents 
during  his  boyhood  to  Hudson,  Ohio,  where  he 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  although  never  serv- 
ing an  apprenticeship.  He  was  a  natural  mechanic 
and  soon  became  an  expert  workman.  In  Hudson 
he  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Thompson,  a 
native  of  Connecticut  who  at  tlie  age  of  four  years 
came  with  her  parents  to  Hudson,  they  being  among 
the  early  settlers  of  that  place.  The  young  cou[)le 
began  their  domestic  life  in  Oliio,  where  they  re- 
sided until  1845,  when  they  removed  to  Winne- 
bago County,  111.,  one  hundred  and  ten  miles  west 
of  Chicago,  which  at  that  time  was  tlieir  grain  mar- 
ket. This  gives  some  idea  of  the  unsettled  condi- 
tion of  the  country  at  that  time.  Mr.  Oviatt 
reached  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years  and  his 
wife,  who  belonged  to  a  long  lived  family,  reached 
the  extreme  old  age  of  ninety  yeais.  Her  people 
had  a  family  reunion  in  1883  atwliich  five  brothers 
anil  sisters  were  present,  their  ages  ranging  between 
seventy-four  and  ninety-one  years.  A  prominent 
and  iiilluenlial  citizen  of  the  community.  Mr. 
Oviatt  look  a  leading  part  in  local  affairs  and  for 
thirty  six  years  filled  the  office  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  In  politics  he  was  a  Whig  and  his  wife  was 
a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  They 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children  but  only  two 
arc  now  living — Stephen  T.  who  was  second  in 
order  of  birth,  and  Mrs.  Sarah  Southard. 

In  his  childhood  our  subject  was  inured  to  the 
hardships  and  dilficulties  incident  to  farm  life  in  a 
timbered  country.  His  early  education,  acquired 
in  the  district  schools,  was  supplemented  by  a 
course  in  an  academy.  Like  a  dutiful  son  he  re- 
mained under  the  parental  roof  assisting  his  father 
until  he  had  attained  his  majority  and  for  about  a 
year  afterward.  On  the  25th  of  January,  1843, 
we  find  him  at  the  marriage  altar  with  Miss  Han- 
nah M.  Downs  by  his  side,  and  the  union  of  hearts 
was  solemnized  by  the  union  of  hands.  She  w.as 
born  in  Bridgejiort,  Conn.,  and  during  her  child- 
hood went  with  her  mother  to  Ohio.     She  died  in 


1860,  leaving  seven  children  :  Emmp.  wlio  married 
J.  P.  Warner  and  died  in  Bloomington,  III.;  Will- 
iam H.  who  died  in  Greelej',  Colo.,  at  the  age  of 
twent\'-six  years;  John  S.  died  in  Stephenson 
Count}-,  III.,  at  tlic  age  of  thirty-one;  Edmund  died 
in  Fayette  at  the  age  of  thirty-two;  Eslella  died 
in  infancy;  P'lorence  and  Frances  (twins)  who  also 
dii'd  in  infancy.  In  18G2  Mr.  Oviatt  wedded  Mrs. 
Mary  J.  Heath,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Philomela 
(Perkins)  White,  natives  of  New  York  and  Yei- 
mont  respectively.  IMr.  Wiiite  was  an  attorney-at- 
law  in  Brush  Creek.  By  her  he  has  om^  daughter, 
Anna  G.,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  O.  Z.  Wellman. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Oviatt  for  some  time 
gave  his  attention  to  farming  until  at  length,  in 
ISGO,  he  removed  to  Rockford  and  dealt  largely  iu 
slock  for  twelve  years.  He  returned  to  the  farm 
and  in  1867  traded  that  property  for  a  farm  of  five 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  near  Masonville,  Iowa,  on 
which  was  a  barn  that  covered  nine-tenths  of  an 
acre  and  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $27,000;  this 
immense  structure,  which  was  the  largest  barn  in 
the  West,  was  burned  in  1871,  causing  consider- 
able loss  to  the  owner.  Having  resided  upon 
liis  father's  farm  near  Masonville  for  ten  years  Mr. 
Oviatt  then  traded  it  for  a  gristmill  at  Yellow 
Crick,  111.,  which  he  operated  for  seven  years. 
Another  business  venture  was  in  Waterloo,  where 
he  spent  one  summer  dealing  in  barb  wire.  In 
1S84  he  came  to  Brush  Creek  and  bought  out  the 
furniture  stock  of  James  King  where  for  the  past 
six  years  he  has  had  a  flourishing  trade  that  is 
largely  due  to  his  courteous  treatment  and  earnest 
desire  to  please  his  customers.  He  owns  a  com- 
modious brick  building  that  contains  his  stock,  and 
also  a  farm  of  two  hnndre<l  acres  in  the   township. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Oviatt  gave  his  su|)port  to  the 
Whig  party,  casting  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Henry  Clay,  but  on  the  dissolution  of  that  party  he 
joined  the  ranks  of  the  new  Republican  party  with 
which  he  has  since  affiliated.  He  has  never  sought 
public  office,  preferring  to  give  his  time  and  atten- 
tion to  his  business  but  has  served  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace  one  term.  He  began  life  in  ver^'  lim- 
ited circumstances  and  by  his  own  industry,  gaod 
management  and  enterprise  has  worked  his  way 
upward.     The  first  bureau  which  he  owned  he  paid 
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for  with  twenty-five  cords  of  body  maple  wood  and 
it  is  still  in  liis  possession  after  forty-six  years  of 
wear.  As  tbe  years  passed  his  financial  resources 
were  increased  and  tiie  comforts  of  life  were  added 
to  his  home.  Almost  a  quarter  of  a  century  has 
come  and  gone  since  he  took  up  his  residence  in 
Iowa,  and  during  that  time  as  the  result  of  his 
efforts  he  has  amassed  not  a  little  wealth. 

<if]  AMES  S.  OSGOOD  is  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Davis,  Doughty  &  Co.,  flour  and  feed 
dealers  of  Maj'nard.  Probably  no  citizen 
in  the  community  is  held  in  higher  esteem 
than  our  subject,  who  in  his  business  relations  and 
in  ministerial  work  has  become  widely  and  favor- 
ably known.  He  was  born  in  Streetsboro  Town- 
ship, Portage  County,  Ohio,  April  3,  1838,  and  is 
one  of  five  children,  two  sons  and  three  daughters, 
whose  parents  were  Carlo  B.  and  Polly  A.  (Rich) 
Osgood.  Ilis  father  was  born  in  Henderson,  Hen- 
derson County,  N.  Y.,  in  July,  1815,  and  his 
mother,  a  native  of  Vermont,  was  born  April  4, 
1815.  James  S.  is  the  eldest  child;  Cynthia  M.  is 
the  wife  of  J.  C.  Willis,  a  resident  of  Allegan 
County,  Mich. ;  Ellen  P.  died  in  Ohio  at  the  age  of 
thirteen  years;  Olive  A.  died  at  the  age  of  two  and 
a  half  years;  and  Judson  R.,  who  was  born  Sep- 
tember 9,  185G,  and  married  Geraldine  Boy  Ian,  of 
Allegan,  Mich.,  now  resides  in  Findlay,  Ohio, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  business  as  a  mason,  con- 
tractor and  builder. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
State,  where  he  remained  until  August  16,1861, 
when  he  became  a  citizen  teamster  of  the  late  war, 
serving  in  the  Kanawha  Valley  in  Virginia  for  six 
months.  AVhen  he  was  discharged  he  entered  the 
regular  service,  on  the  27lh  of  September,  as  a 
member  of  Company  K,  Sixth  Ohio  Cavalry,  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Tie  was  assigned 
to  Gen.  Phil  Sheridan's  Cavalry  Corps,  and  partic- 
ipated in  the  battles  of  Fredericksburg,  Chancel- 
lorsville,  Gettysburg,  Antietam,  AVilderness,  Spott- 
sylvania,  the  Richmond  raid  and  the  battle  of  Cold 
Harbor,  after  which  they  escorted  the  wagon  trains 


from  the  Rappahannock  to  the  James  River.  Then 
came  to  the  battle  of  Petersburg,  followed  by  the 
two  raids  on  Weldon  Railroad,  the  battle  of  Five 
Forks  and  the  chase  after  Gen.  Lee,  who  surren- 
dered at  Appomattox.  Mr.  Osgood  was  peculiarly 
fortunate  during  his  extensive  and  exciting  mili- 
tary career  in  not  receiving  any  wounds,  nor  was 
he  ever  sick  a  day  to  interfere  with  his  duties,  and 
had  it  not  been  for  an  accident  he  would  probably 
have  returned  without  losing  a  single  day's  service. 
However,  during  the  raid  on  Weldon  Railroad,  he 
received  internal  injuries  by  having  a  horse  fall 
upon  him,  on  account  of  which  he  was  off  duty  six 
weeks  but  did  not  go  to  the  hospital.  When  the 
war  was  over  and  his  country  no  longer  needed  his 
services  in  the  field  lie  obtained  his  discharge  at 
Petersburg,  Va.,  May  30,  1865. 

Mr.  Osgood  at  once  returned  to  the  parental 
home  in  Streetsboro,  Ohio,  and  on  the  ICtli  of  Au- 
gust following,  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  married  Miss 
Julia  Peek,  who  was  born  in  Streetsboro.  They 
lived  happily  together  for  thirteen  years  and  then 
were  separated  by  the  hand  of  death,  Mrs.  Osgood 
being  called  to  her  final  rest.  She  died  .January  20, 
1 87'J,  leaving  three  sons,  then  twelve,  nine  and  seven 
years  of  age.  From  that  time  until  the  3d  of  De- 
cember following  he  took  care  of  his  family  unaided, 
and  all  the  while  attended  to  his  farm  work.  In 
December  he  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss 
Esther  B.  Tunison,  of  Allegan,  Mich.,  daughter  of 
Henry  Tunison,  of  Alamo  Center,  Kalamazoo 
County,  Mich.  The  children  of  the  first  marriage 
are:  Charles  B.,  who  was  born  in  Allegan,  Mich., 
Occtober  27,  1866,  and  is  now  studying  for  the 
ministry  in  Hiram  College;  William  Wallace,  who 
was  born  in  Streetsboro,  Ohio,  June  4,  1869,  and  is 
now  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  in  Diamond, 
Ohio;  and  Elliott  I.,  who  was  born  in  Allegan, 
Mich.,  March  11,  1871,  and  is  also  preparing  for 
the  ministry  in  Hiram  College.  lie  and  his  eldest 
brother  have  both  preached  in  the  pulpits  of  the 
Christian  Church,  Charles  for  four  years  and  Ellliott 
for  one  year,  and  are  now  further  fitting  themselves 
for  the  profession  which  they  expect  to  make  their 
life  work. 

For  over  twenty  years  our  subject  has  been  a 
minister  of  the  Gospel,  and  he  too  was  a  student  in 
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Hiram  College,  attendiug  that  institution  when  Gen. 
GarBekl  was  its  President.  Well  may, lie  feeljuslly 
proud  of  this  event  in  his  life.  He  still  preaches 
occasionally  as  a  supply  or  in  a  missioifstation, 
where  he  feels  his  services  are^needed,  and  his 
interest  in  the  work  has  never  abated.  He  was  led 
to  enter  the  ministry  through  his  interest  in  Sun- 
day-school work,  and  his  labors  in  this  direction 
have  resulted  in  untold  good.  His  life,  as  well  as 
his  eloquent  words,  Iiave  led  many  to  accept  the 
truth  and  become  followers  of  tlie  Master.  After  a 
twenty  years'  residence  in  Allegan,  Mich.,  Mr. 
Osgood  came  toMaynardsix  years  ago,  and  is  now 
conducting  a  Hour  and  feed  store,  as  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Davis,  Doughty  &  Co.  He  manifests 
an  interest  in  all  the  pulilic  affairs  of  town  and 
county  and  belongs  to  Reynolds  Post  No.  47,  G.  A. 
R.,  of  which  he  is  Past  Commander  and  Chaplain; 
also  to  Maynard  Lodge,  I.  O.  G.  T.,  of  which  he  is 
Past  Chief  Templar;  to  Maynard  Assembly  No. 
10,800,  K.  of  L.,  and  is  Past  Master  Workman  of 
that  order. 


LBERT  W.  KIMBALL,  one  of  the  pioneer 
Ifisf/Jl  settlers  of  the  county  who  follows  farming 
on  section  1,  Illyria  Township,  is  a  native 
of  the  Empire  State,  born  in  St.  Lawrence 
County,  March  30,  1822.  His  father,  Stephen 
Kimball,  was  born  in  New  Hampshire,  and  when  a 
small  boj'  was  left  an  orplian.  With  two  brothers 
he  was  bound  out,  but  they  ran  aw.iy  from  their 
masters  and  went  to  Canada.  After  a  time  the}' 
returned  to  New  York,  and  at  length,  having 
attained  to  mature  years,  Stephen  Kimball  was  mar- 
ried in  St.  Lawrence  County  to  Miss  Mercy  Stiles, 
a  native  of  Westfield,  Mass.,  who  was  descended 
from  an  old  Puritan  family.  In  1 832  they  removed 
to  Calhoun  County,  Mich.,  becoming  one  of  the 
first  families  to  settle  in  Marshall.  Engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  Mr.  Kimball  acquired  a  hand- 
some property  and  became  a  substantial  farmer. 
He  and  liis  vvife  were  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Churcli  and  were  highly  respected  citizens. 
In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat.  His  death  occurred 
at  the  age  of  eightj-.seven  years  and  his  wife  died 


at  the  age  of  sixty.  In  their  family  were  ten 
children  but  only  two  are  now  living — Albert  W. 
and  Stephen  H.,  who  reside  in  Ionia  County,  Mich. 
Our  subject  was  the  eighth  child  in  order  of 
birth.  His  early  life  passed  uneventfully  in  the 
usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  and  the  educational 
priviliges  which  he  received  were  those  afforded 
b}-  the  common  schools.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two 
he  left  home  and  started  out  in  life  for  himself. 
Crossing  the  Mississippi  into  Iowa  in  1845  he 
became  a  resident  of  Clayton  County,  wliere  he 
spent  nine  years,  and  in  1846  he  enlisted  for  the 
Mexican  War.  He  served  on  guard  dutj'  at  Fort 
Atkinson  some  sixty-five  days  and  in  view  thereof 
received  a  land  warrant  and  still  is  granted  a  pen- 
sion by  the  Government. 

Another  interesting  event  in  the  life  of  Mr. 
Kimball  occurred  on  the  25th  of  November,  1849, 
when  he  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Lucy  H. 
Mullinex,  a  native  of  Akron,  Ohio,  born  in  1829. 
They  became  parents  of  three  children — Laura  A., 
wife  of  A.  A.  Savage,  a  resident  of  Colorado;  Oilo 
D.,  who  is  engaged  in  mining  in  Colorado;  and 
Ella  I.,  wife  of  AVilliam  Richards,  a  resident  of 
Denver.  The  mother  of  this  family  died  in  Decem- 
ber, 1854,  and  on  the  IStli  of  .June,  185G,  he  wed- 
ded Elizabeth  Kerr,  a  native  of  Trumbull  County, 
Ohso,  born  August  4,  1837.  Her  parents  were 
Elijah  and  Phoibe  ( Wells)  Kerr,  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  Ohio  respectively.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  the  latter  State  and  then  removed  to  Ripley 
County,  Ind.,  where  the  mother  died,  leaving  three 
children,  two  of  whom  yet  survive — Mrs.  Kimball 
and  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Davenport  of  Nebraska.  About 
184G  Mr.  Kerr  removed  to  Dane  County,  Wis.,  and 
in  1853  came  to  this  count}',  settling  in  Union 
Township.  He  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-five 
years,  in  Kansas,  having  been  married  a  second 
time  to  Miss  Lavina  Houp,  who  still  survives  him. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church  and  a 
farmer  l)y  occupation  and  his  first  wife  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

In  April,  1854,  Mr.  Kimball  came  to  this  countj', 
locating  in  Illyria  Township,  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home.  Two  years  later  he  bought  where 
he  now  lives,  his  farm  comprising  one  hundred 
and  eight  acres,  eighty  of  which  aj-e  under  a  higli 
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state  of  cultivation.  He  has  also  many  good  im- 
provements, the  latest  machiiioiy  :in(l  other  modern 
accessories.  The  members  of  the  lioiisehold  .^re 
himself  and  wife  and  six  children.  The  family 
numbers  nine  cliildren,  but  tlirce  iiave  left  the 
parental  roof  for  homos  of  tlieir  own :  Lida  E.  is 
the  wife  of  Fred  Reynolds,  a  resident  of  Omaiia, 
Neb.;  Oscar  M.  is  a  farmer  of  Pleasant  \'alloy 
Township;  Albert  R.  is  at  home;  Lucy  H.  is  the 
wife  of  Richard  Probort.  a  resident  of  Custer  Co., 
Neb.;  Oliver  S.,  F.  Anna  .and  Charles  O.,  Ray  R. 
and  Edyar  D.  are  still  with  their  parents.  luearlj' 
life  Mr.  Kimball  was  a  Democrat  but  since  the  war 
has  been  a  suiiporler  of  Republican  ininci|)les.  lie 
has  been  quite  successful  in  his  business  career. 
He  had  but  tsventy-five  cents  when  he  came  to 
Iowa  but  had  an  unbounded  supply  of  energ}', 
enterprise  and  good  business  abilit3'  and  in  conse- 
quence has  steadily  worked  his  way  upward.  He 
has  made  his  home  in  the  county  for  thirtj-six 
j^ears  and  is  ranked  among  its  best  citizens. 


^ LIVER  A.  BROWN,  deceased,  was  bom 
May  21,  1818,  and  died  at  his  home  in  this 
county  August  7,  1882.  His  birthplace  waS 
in  Litchfield  County,  Conn.,  where  he  spent  the 
first  eighteen  years  of  his  life,  ac<piiring  during 
that  period  a  good  English  education.  In  1835, 
he  removed  to  Yates  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  spent 
thirteen  years,  emigrating  westward  in  1818.  Ills 
destination  was  Milwaukee  but  after  a  year  spent 
at  that  place  he  continued  his  travels,  crossing  the 
Mississippi  into  Iowa  a;id  locating  in  Fayette 
County. 

While  residing  in  the  Empire  State,  on  Novem- 
ber 7,  1840,  Mr.  Brown  was  united  in  the  holy 
bonds  of  matrimony  with  Miss  .Susan  Shaw,  a  native 
of  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  born  in  182-1.  They 
became  parents  of  two  children:  Mrs.  Susan  Rickel 
of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  William  A.  who  died  in  the 
army.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Mr.  Brown, 
on  May  9,  1870,  wedded  Miss  Elsie  McCall,  who 
was  born  in  Du  Page  County,  III.,  .Inly  9,  1849, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  .lames  A.   ami   Sarah    (Fish) 


McCall,  who  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  this 
county.  Her  father  was  born  in  1811,  in  Victoria, 
Canada,  a  man  of  education  and  superior  intellect- 
ual ability.  In  early  life  he  learned  the  tanner's 
trade  in  Chicago  and  not  far  from  tliatcitj'  wedded 
Miss  Fish,  who  was  born  in  the  Em|)ire  .State  in 
1817,  and  when  fifteen  years  of  age  removed  with 
hir  parents  to  Illinois.  After  their  marriage,  Mr. 
McCall  settled  upon  a  farm  in  the  Prairie  State  and 
devoted  himself  to  the  cultivation  of  the  land  until 
about  185.'3,  when  he  came  with  his  family  to  this 
county,  where  he  died  August  7,  1887.  His  wife 
is  still  living  and  is  a  member  of  the  Methoilist 
Episcopal  Church,  lie  was  a  supporter  of  Rejiub- 
lican  principles  and  took  an  active  part  in  political 
affairs.  In  the  Christian  Church  he  held  member- 
ship and  his  life  was  in  lianiiDny  wilh  his  piofes- 
sion.  In  their  family  were  eleven  children,  of  whnm 
seven  are  now  living.  Two  served  in  the  late  war 
—  Daniel  E.,  who  fought  during  the  entire  struggle, 
anil  dolin  W.,  who  served  three  jears.  Of  this 
family  Mrs.  Brown  is  the  seventh  chihl. 

By  his  secdiid  marriage,  Mr.  liiown  had  fimr 
children:  Oira  B.,  Willie  O.,  Henry  ]>.  and  Otis 
A.  Mr.  Brown  continued  his  farming  operations 
in  this  county  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  after 
which  his  wife  maTiaged  the  farm  until  1887,  when 
with  her  children  she  removed  to  the  city  of  West 
Union,  where  thej-  now  reside.  She  is  a  member 
of  the  iMethodist  Church  and  he  belonged  to  the 
Congregational  Church.  He  gave  liberally  for  its 
sii[)port,  also  to  charitable  institutions  an<l  his  life 
was  characterized  hy  generosity  and  benevclence. 
He  was  a  successful  business  Tnan,  industrious  and 
honest  and  well  deserved  the  |)r(is|>eritv  wliirh 
blessed  his  efforts. 


-^^ 


LEWELL.YN,  who  is  engaged  in  faim- 
ing  and  stock-raising  on  section  27,  Center 
Township,  is  one  of  the  representative  and 
leading  farmers  of  the  county,  respected 
by  all  who  know  him  for  his  sterling  worth.  Since 
1852  he  has  been  a  resident  of  Iowa,  and  since 
18CG  has  made  his  home  in  this  communit}'.     He 
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was  born  in  what  is  now  West  Virginia  in  1830, 
and  is  of  Welsh  descent.  The  famil}'  was  founded 
in  Eastern  Virginia  in  Colonial  days  and  thence 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Dr.  Lewellyn,  emi- 
grated to  West  Virginia,  being  one  of  the  early 
pioneers  of  that  State.  He  died  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-three  years,  and  his  mother  was 
ninety  four  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  death. 
The  father  of  our  subject,  Jesse  Lewellyn,  was  born 
in  A'irginia,  and  throughout  his  life  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming  in  pursuit  of  fortune.  He 
married  Miss  Anna  Ryan,  who  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania and  was  of  Irish  lineage.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  1875,  and  hers  ten  years  later.  Of  the 
family  of  this  worthy  couple  the  eldest  is  James, 
a  resident  of  Pennsylvania,  who  enlisted  at  the 
first  call  for  troops  in  1861,  as  a  raemlier  of 
the  First  Pennsylvania  Reserve,  and  served  three 
years.  The  second  child,  a  daughter,  died  in  in- 
fancy'. Our  subject  is  the  next  younger.  Cath- 
erine is  now  Mrs.  Moore,  of  West  Virginia.  John 
came  to  Iowa  in  1854,  locating  in  Clayton  County, 
whence  after  two  years  he  came  to  Fayette  County. 
He  was  here  married  and  later  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany F,  Third  Iowa  Infantry,  for  three  years' 
service.  He  participated  in  the  celebrated  march 
to  the  sea  under  Sherman,  and  the  Grand  Review 
in  Washington,  after  which  he  was  discharged  in 
1865  and  returned  to  this  county.  In  1870  he 
removed  to  Kansas,  where  his  death  occ\irred  in 
1882.  Jemima  is  now  Mrs.  Simmons,  of  West 
Virginia.  Stephen  enlisted  in  the  Third  West 
Virginia  Infantry,  veteranized  in  December,  1864, 
was  taken  prisoner  and  confined  in  Libby  Prison 
until  the  following  March.  Going  West,  he  lo- 
cated in  Kansas,  but  is  now  a  resident  of  Califor- 
nia. Ruth  died  in  West  Virginia  in  1861.  A.  G., 
who  is  married  and  resides  in  West  Virginia,  en- 
listed, in  1862,  in  the  Seventh  Virginia  Infantry, 
was  taken  sick  and  discharged,  but  later  again 
entered  the  service  as  a  substitute  in  the  Sixty- 
second  Pennsylvania  Infantry.  He  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  was  in  the  Battle  of  the  Wilder- 
ness and  participated  in  the  engagements  near 
Richmond. 

AVe    now    take    the    history    of  our    subject,  in 
whom  the  people  of   Fayette  County  are  specially 


interested.  He  was  reared  to  farm  life  in  West 
Virginia  and  educated  in  the  district  schools  of 
the  neighborhood.  On  attaining  to  mature  years, 
he  was  joined  in  wedlock  on  the  4th  of  September, 

1851,  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Shuff,  a  native  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  a  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Cole)  Sluiff,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 
Her    father   was    a    collier  and    came   to  Iowa  in 

1852,  settling  in  Rossville,  Allamakee  County, 
where  he  entered  land  and  improved  a  farm.  He 
and  his  wife  are  still  living  on  the  old  horastead. 
The  year  1852  also  witnessed  the  arrival  of  our 
subject  in  Allamakee  County  where  he  opened 
up  a  farm.  Afterward,  however,  he  resided  in 
Clayton  County,  and  it  was  not  until  1865  that 
he  came  to  Fayette  County.  Here  he  purchased 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  raw  land,  upon 
which  not  a  furrow  had  been  turned  or  improve- 
ments made,  but  bending  every  energy  to  the 
task  before  him  the  wild  land  was  soon  transformed 
into  richl}'  cultivated  fields.  He  now  has  some 
two  hundred  acres  well  improved,  and  also  raises 
a  good  grade  of  Short-horn  cattle  and  Poland- 
China  hogs.  His  life  has  been  a  busy  and  useful 
one,  yet  his  labors  have  not  been  devoted  exclu- 
sively to  his  own  interests.  He  has  served  in  a 
number  of  official  positions,  was  Assessor  for  sev- 
eral years,  and  has  been  many  years  Township  Trus- 
tee. He  votes  with  the  Republican  party,  and  as  all 
true  American  citizens  should  do,  feels  an  interest  in 
political  affairs.  He  is  now  Secretary  of  the  school 
board,  with  which  he  has  been  connected  since 
its  organization,  and  in  him  the  cause  of  education 
finds  one  who  is  ever  ready  to  aid  in  the  advance- 
ment of  her  interests.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
Fairview,  of  which  he  is  now  Trustee.  He  also 
held  that  position  at  the  time  of  the  erection  of 
the  fine  church  edifice  which  was  built  In  1878. 
Charitable  and  benevolent,  he  is  ever  ready  to 
extend  a  helping  hand,  and  to  the  church  he 
contributes  liberally. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewellyn  have  been  born  a 
family  of  twelve  children,  eight  of  whom  are  yet  liv- 
ing, namely:    Adda,   now   Mrs.    Wells,    of   Centci 
Township;    Elizabeth,    now    Mrs.     Hartsough,    n 
Westgate,  Iowa;    Bartemus,   who   is    married   am 
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resides  in  Clay  County,  Iowa;  Mary,  who  died  in 
tiie  year  1887;  Jane  Ellen,  who  passed  away  in 
the  same  year;  J.  C.  makes  his  home  in  North 
Pacific  Junction,  Minn.;  William  and  Orvis.  who 
are  still  under  the  parental  roof;  Alice,  now  Mrs. 
Wilson,  of  Clayton  County;  May,  who  died  Sep- 
tember 25,  1879;  Maud  Alline,  who  died  Octo- 
ber  11,  1879;  and  Andrew,  at  home. 


<<l  MLLIAM  W.  HEATH,  who  has  now  retired 
\/\///  f''oni  active  business  life,  is  numbered 
^^J  among  the  ])rogressive  and  influential  citi- 
zens of  Brush  Creek  where  he  has  made  his  home 
for  some  years.  A  native  of  the  Empire  State  he 
was  born  in  W.ashington  County,  July  5,'1820,  and 
is  of  Scotch  extraction.  His  parents,  Joshua  and 
Sally  (Nye)  Heath,  were  also  born  in  Washington 
Count}-.  When  a  young  man  his  father  reniove(i 
to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  secured  five  hundred  acres 
of  land  now  included  in  the  site  of  the  city.  The 
village  was  destroyed  by  Indians,  whlchjled  his 
wife  to  very  strongly  object  to  making' that  place 
her  home,  and  in  consequence  they  returned  to 
Washington  County  where  he  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  lime  and  did  an  extensive  business,  his 
shipments  being  very  large.  In  1826  he  was  called 
upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife  who  died  leav- 
ing a  family  of  seven  children,  two__of  wlioni  are 
yet  living — AVilliam  W.  and  Mrs.  Leander  Rawson. 
Mr.  Heath  for  his  second  wifejmarried  Mrs.  Susan 
Rich  who  attained  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-four 
years.  His  death  occurred  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine. 
In  1836  he  became  a  resident  of  Rockford,  III., 
which  then  consisted  of  only  a  fevv  stores  sur 
rounded  by  pioneers'  cabins.  He  spent  his  last 
d.ays  on  a  farm  near  that  place  and  died  in  the  faith 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which]  he  and  his  first 
wife  were  for  many  years  members.  He  served  his 
country  in  the  War  of  1812  and  in  politics  was  a 
supporter  of  Whig  principles. 

Our  subject  is  the  youngest  of  six  sons  and  the 
sixth  child  in  the  family.  He  received  a  very  lim- 
ited education  in  the  district  schools,  as  during  the 
greater  part  of  his  boyhood  days  he  was   forced  to 


assist  his  father.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  began 
learning  the  blacksmith's  trade  at  which  he  worked 
for  seven  years  when  he  was  appointed  guard  in  a 
penitentiary  of  Ohio.  He  served  in  that  capacity 
until  1844  when  he  emigrated  to  Rockford,  III., 
where  he  secured  a  position  as  clerk  that  provided 
for  his  wants  during  the  succeeding  seven  years. 
The  discovery  of  gold  at  Pike's  Peak  caused  him 
to  change  his  occupation.  He  started  West  vviih 
about  a  thousand  dollars  worth  of  boots,  shoes  and 
sole  leather  but  on  reaching  Plattsmouth  he  met 
the  emigrants  returning  and  sold  his  stock  to  a 
good  advantage.  He  then  returned  to  Rockford 
and  with  the  money  which  he  had  made  bought  a 
half-interest  in  the  store  where  hf  had  so  long  been 
employed  as  a  salesman.  Prosperity  attended  his 
efforts  and  he  w.as  soon  enabled  to  purchase  the 
whole  stock.  He  then  admitted  to  partnership  with 
him  S.  P.  Oviatt,  but  afterward  became  sole  propri- 
etor and  continued  the  business  alone  for  soiiie 
years.  He  then  spent  eight  jears  ui)on  the  road 
.as  traveling  salesman  and  the  enterprise  and  sagac- 
ity which  had  brought  him  prosperity  before,  again 
made  him  successful. 

It  was  during  his  residence  in  Rockford.  111., 
that  Mr.  Heath,  on  the  Gth  of  October,  1812,  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Pluelte  Pond,  who  was 
born  January  7,  1817,  and  emigrated  to  the  West 
about  the  same  time  as  her  husband.  Unto  them 
were  born  three  children,  sons:  Warren  J.,  Joseph 
W.  and  William  JNI..  but  all  died  in  infanc}'.  The 
death  of  the  mother  occurred  October  22.  18S0. 
She  was  a  most  estimable  ladj-  and  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church.  In  1882  Mr.  Heath  was  again 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Mrs.  Phila  A. 
(White)  Goodspeed,  who  is  a  native  of  New  Yurk 
and  by  her  former  marriage  had  two  children — 
Mary  and  C.  A.  Goodspeed.  She  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Church  and  takes  an  active  interest 
in  its  work. 

Mr.  Heath  has  been  a  lesident  of  Brush  Creek 
since  1882  when  he  established  himself  in  the  hard- 
ware business  in  this  place  in  company  with  J.  A. 
Carnall.  Although  he  began  life  without  capital 
ho  has  steadily  worked  his  way  upward,  overcom- 
ing all  obstacles  and  surmounting  all  difflculties, 
until  he  is  now  able  to  lay  aside  all  business  cares 
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ami  live  a  retired  life  surrounded  l)y  many  com- 
f(irts  anil  luxuries,  tiie  fruit  of  former  toil.  He 
cast  his  first  vote  for  James  K.  Polk  ami  lias  since 
been  an  ardent  Democrat  but  never  an  ollice  seeker. 
He  and  his  wife  rank  high  in  the  social  world  and 
are  favorably  known  to  many  of  the  citizens  of 
Fayette  County. 


'THOMAS  GRAHAM,  who  resides  on  section 
16,  Westfield  Township,  is  numbered  among 
the  pioneers  of  the  county,  having  long 
been  identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of 
the  community.  His  father,  Allen  Graham,  was 
born  in  Scotland  and  when  a  young  man  left  his 
native  land  for  America.  He  located  in  Korth 
Carolina,  where  he  married  Elizabeth  P.ass,  who 
was  born  in  that  State,  but  in  her  veins  ran  French 
and  Portuguese  blood.  With  their  three  children 
born  in  North  Carolina,  they  started  in  1826  for 
the  West,  and  while  encamped  near  the  border  line 
of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  on  the  lOlh  of  December, 
our  subject  was  born.  The  family  took  up  their 
residence  in  Vanderberg  County,  Lid,  and  the  [/ar- 
ents  there  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days  upon 
tiie  banks  of  the  Oiiio  River.  Mr.  Graiiam  had 
acquired  a  good  education  in  Scotland,  fie  was  a 
shoemaker  by  trade  and  preached  many  years  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  His  wife  died  of 
cholera  about  1835,  and  the  year  following  he 
passed  away.  The  children  of  their  family  were 
Allen  I.,  who  was  well  educated,  became  a  minister 
of  the  Methodist  Church  and  died  in  Ohio;  Mrs. 
Delilah  Lewis,  who  died  in  this  county;  Mary. 
Betsy  and  Julia,  deceased;  Elizabeth;  Martha  and 
Jane,  deceased;  Thomas  of  this  sketch;  Lucinda, 
in  Arkansas;  and  John,  an  early  settler  of  this 
county,  now  living  in  Kansas. 

Our  subject  at  the  age  of  twelve  years,  was 
bound  out  to  a  farmer  for  whom  he  worked  in  a 
mill  and  on  a  farm  until  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
Li  addition  to  his  wages  he  was  to  have  been 
allowed  to  attend  school,  and  on  attaining  his  ma- 
jority was  to  receive  a  horse,  saddle  and  bridle  and 


two  suits  of  clothes,  but  like  the  schooling,  no  ne  o 
these  articles  did  he  get.  He  began  life  with  noth- 
ing but  his  two  hands,  yet  ho  determined  to  succeed 
and  has  done  so.  He  borrowed  the  mone}'  to  pur- 
chase an  ax  and  with  this  made  rails.  Later  he 
began  farming  on  a  piece  of  Congress  land  on' 
Beaver  Creek,  Loquois  County,  111.,  comprising 
forty  acres,  which  he  broke  and  fenced,  cultivating 
it  for  eight  years.  He  then  sold  his  claim  and  in 
1851  came  with  his  young  wife  to  Iowa,  making 
the  journey  with  a  team  of  oxen.  He  settled  in 
Fayette  County,  and  farmed  various  tracts  of  land 
until  1874,  when  he  ])urchased  his  present  home. 
He  came  to  the  count3'  poor  in  pocketbook,  with 
enfeel)led  health  and  no  one  to  aid  him,  but  by- 
industry  and  good  management  he  has  worked  his 
way  upward  and  is  now  the  owner  of  one  liundrcd 
and  twentj'-tliree  acres  of  land  in  Westfield  Town- 
ship u|)on  which  he  has  made  man\-  improvements, 
transfornung  it  into  a  good   farm. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1850,  in  Lawrence  County, 
111.,  Mr.  Graham  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Tann, 
and  unto  them  were  born  nine  children,  six  of 
whom  are  now  living — Irvin,  a  barber  of  Fayette; 
Charles,  a  farmer  in  this  township;  Mrs.  Julia  Step|) 
of  this  township;  Rosa,  deceased;  Mrs.  Lucrctia 
Moore,  deceased;  Mrs.  Harriet  Lewis,  of  Nora 
Springs,  Iowa;  Mrs.  Lizzie  Bass,  of  Waterloo,  Iowa; 
Lillie,  at  home;  and  Diantlia,  who  graduated  from 
the  public  schools,  afterward  attended  tlie  Upper 
Iowa  University  of  Fayette,  and  is  now  teaching 
in  Illinois.  The  children  all  received  good  educa- 
tional advantages.  The  mother  of  this  family  died 
December  10,  1880,  and  in  August,  1889,  Mr.  Gra- 
ham wedded  Mary  Crawley,  in  Des  Moines.  She 
was  born  in  Virginia,  and  there  spent  her  girlhood 
days. 

Mr.  Graham  has  been  identified  with  this  county 
for  thirty-nine  years,  has  witnessed  almost  its  entire 
growth  and  has  been  identified  with  its  progress, 
especially  in  the  development  of  the  land.  For 
over  forty  years  he  has  been  a  faithful  member  of 
the  United  Brethren  Church,  is  active  in  the  work 
and  has  served  as  Class-Leader  and  Steward.  He 
cast  his  first  vote  for  Zachary  Taylor  and  at  each 
election  since  that  time,  with  one  exception,  has 
deposited  a  ballot.     He   supports  IhS    Republican 
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party  and  recently  served  as  juryman  in  the  United 
Slates  Court  at  Dubuque.  He  is  an  intelligent 
m:in.  The  disadvantages  of  his  3'outh  were  against 
him,  but  he  lias  used  iiis  experience  and  judgment 
to  tlie  best  of  his  ability,  and  has  won  the  respect 
of  all  around  him  for  he  has  led  an  upriglit  and 
useful  life. 


^^ONUAD  FROEHLICU,  deceased,  a  well- 
I r^~^  known  business  man  of  West  Union,  was 
^^^  born  in  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany,  on  Llie 
14th  of  August,  1836.  As  his  parents  were  in  lim- 
ited circumstances,  lie  early  liegan  the  battle  of 
life  for  himself.  He  may  therefore  truly  be  called 
a  self-made  man,  for  it  was  due  to  his  own  efforts 
that  he  won  the  success  which  crowned  his  labors. 
Until  fourteen  years  of  age  he  attended  school,  and 
then  began  to  learn  the  butcher's  trade,  which  iie 
followed  for  many  j'ears.  On  attaining  to  his 
m.ajoritj'  he  was  mustered  into  the  regular  army 
and  served  three  years  according  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  laws  of  his  land.  Before  leaving  his 
native  country  he  married  Catherine  Schrade. 

In  1867,  bidding  good-by  to  home  and  friends, 
Mr.  Froehlich  sailed  for  the  New  World,  and  on 
reaching  the  shores  of  this  country  made  bis  waj' 
to  Aurora,  III.  A  brother  had  preceded  him 
to  America,  and  to  find  him  was  the  mission  of 
our  subject.  In  the  year  1868  he  made  his  way 
to  Fayette  Countj',  Iowa,  but  h.ad  no  intention  of 
permanently'  locating  here.  In  fact,  it  was  his 
purpose  to  return  to  Germany,  but  fortunately  for 
himself  and  the  community  he  secured  business  in 
the  line  of  his  trade  in  West  Union,  and  prosper- 
ity attending  his  efforts,  he  had  no  desire  to  go 
back  to  his  old  home.  The  business  in  which  he 
embarked  he  continued  to  follow  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  Dccemljer  10,  iHHO.  I?egiiining 
life  in  the  New  World  with  no  capital,  by  fair  deal- 
ing and  close  attention  to  business  he  accumulated 
sulfic-iont  to  make  a  good  home  and  won  many 
friends  as  the  result  of  his  uprightness  and  sterling 
worth. 

Ilis  first  wife  having  died  on  the  7tli  of  March, 


1868,  Mr.  Froehlich  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Catherine  Krakow,  a  native  of  Mecklenburg, 
Germany,  born  April  IJ,  1836.  Her  parents  were 
Ciiristian  and  Sophia  (Heinke)  Krakow,  and  in 
1851  they  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  locating 
lirst  in  Dubuque,  Iowa,  whence  after  five  years  tliey 
came  to  West  Union,  where  they  spent  their  last 
days,  the  father  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy-one 
years,  and  the  mother  in  the  sixty-ninth  year  of  her 
age.  Mrs.  Froehlich  was  the  youngest  of  their 
seven  children.  By  the  union  of  our  subject  and 
ilis  worthy  wife  there  were  born  four  children, 
tlirce  of  wliom  are  now  living — Helen  S.,  Edward 
C.  and  Arnold  C.  Mr.  Froehlich  was  a  member 
of  tlie  Lutheran  Church  and  his  wife  holds  mem- 
bership with  the  Universalists.  He  continued  busi- 
ness in  West  Union  until  his  death,  winning  the 
regard  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  and 
when  called  to  the  home  beyond,  the  communily 
felt  that  it  had  lost  one  of  its  best  citizens.  In 
politics  he  was  a  Republican. 


■•    '   °^- 


z^^ 


K  WITT  CniTTP:NDEN,  a  prosperous 
farmer  and  Secretary  of  the  Fayette  C'ream- 
eiy  Association,  is  a  native  of  Putnam, 
Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  his  birth  hav- 
ing occurred  on  tlie  17th  of  August,  1827.  He  vv:is 
reared  to  manhood  in  the  home  of  an  uncle  who 
resided  in  Orwell,  Vt.,  and  his  education  ivas  ac- 
quired in  the  public  schools.  He  spent  his  boy- 
hood days  in  work  upon  the  farm  and  also  worked 
at  milling,  both  in  grist  and  saw  mills  for  his 
uncle.  Having  attained  to  mature  years,  he  w.".s 
married  in  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  October 

15,  1856,  to  Miss  Adelia  P.  Sheldon,  daughter  of 
Deacon  John  Sheldon,  and  a  native  of  Ilopkinton, 
N.  Y.,  born  March  24,  1835.  By  their  union  have 
been  born  three  children  yet  living,  two  sons  and 
a  daughter:  Martha   A.,  the  eldest,  born    August 

16,  1857,  is  the  wife  of  A.  A.  Knight,  Jr.,  and  re- 
sides in  Manchester,  Iowa;  Fred  S.,  born  August 
5,  1862,  married  Dora  Penhollow  and  resides  in 
F\ayette;  Frank  R.,  born  July  18,  1864,  wedded 
Annie  Doughty  and  operates  his  father's   farm   in 
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SmithfieM  Township.  They  also  lost  one  child, 
May  Emma,  the  youngest,  who  was  born  January 
27,  1859,  anil  died  in  October  following. 

In  the  si)ring  of  1861  Mr.  Chittenden,  with  his 
family,  emigrated  to  Iowa  and  settled  in  Smith- 
field  Township,  Fayette  County,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  farming  until  the  autumn  of  1802, 
when  he  returned  to  Vermont.  In  the  Green  Moun- 
tain State  he  once  more  gave  his  attention  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits  until  the  fall  of  18G7,  wiicn  he 
again  came  to  this  county,  which  has  since  licen 
his  home.  At  that  time  he  was  in  limited  circum- 
stances, and  at  first  purchased  but  eigiity  acres  of 
land.  However,  as  the  result  of  his  thrift  and 
industry,  his  financial  resources  were  increased, 
and  he  addeil  to  his  original  purchase  until  he 
now  owns  a  well-improved  farm  of  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres  in  Smithficld  Township,  which  is 
being  operated  b_v  his  youngest  son.  Mr.  (;iiilten- 
den  continued  to  carry  on  his  farm  until  the  fall 
(if  1888,  when  he  removed  to  Fayette  where  he 
now  makes  liis  home.  In  1890  he  was  chosen 
Secretary  of  the  Fayette  Creamery  Association  and 
lias  since  served  in  that  position  with  credit  to 
himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  stockholders 
of  the  company.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  has  held  several  local  offices.  He  has  served 
as  TownshiiJ  Trustee,  Clerk  and  Tax  Collector,  and 
as  a  member  of  the  School  Board.  He  is  a  non- 
affiliated Mason  and,  with  his  wife,  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church.  Below  we 
apijcnd  a  short  sketch  of  the  business  organization 
\yith  which  Mr.  Chittenden  is  connected. 

The  Fayette  Creamery  Association.  This  im- 
portant business  enterprise  was  incorporated  in 
May,  1889.  Its  first  officers  were:  President, 
George  Whiteley;  Vice-president,  Finley  Smith; 
vSecretary,  J.  W.  Winston;  and  Treasurer,  M.  H. 
Fussell.  The  officers  at  this  writing  are:  Aaron 
Brown,  President;  Finley  Smith,  A'ice-president ; 
1).  AV.  Chittenden,  Secretary;  and  M.  H.  Fussell, 
Treasurer.  The  creamery  is  located  in  F.ayetle 
and  is  one  of  the  successful  business  enterprises  of 
the  county.  It  is  operated  by  a  twelve-horse  power 
engine  and  the  machinery  and  apparatus  is  of  the 
most  modern  and  improved  order.  During  the 
summer  months  about  fifteen  thousand   pounds  of 


milk  are  used  daily,  making  an  average  of  four 
pf)unds  of  butter  to  every  one  hundred  pounds  of 
milk,  or  four  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty 
pounds  of  butter  made  weekly.  During  the  f-nll 
months  the  milk  supply'  becomes  reduced  nearly 
half,  but  the  percentage  of  butter  is  increased  to 
an  average  of  five  pounds  to  one  hundred  pounrls 
of  milk.  At  this  writing  the  prices  are  from  twenty- 
eight  to  thirty  cents  per  pound  or  the  highest  mai-- 
ket  price  paid. 


I  L  LI  AM  O.  SAYLES,  a  representative 
\\\/\JII  fiirmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Oran  Township, 
residing  on  section  2.3,  has  been  a  resident 
of  the  county  since  September,  18.54,  and  is  there 
fore  numbered  among  its  early  settlers.  He  was 
born  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  September  3, 
18.S.3,  and  is  the  sixth  in  a  family  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, whose  parents  are  Pliny  and  Nancy  (Shafer) 
S.ayles.  His  father,  a  native  of  New  York,  was 
born  in  1800,  and  his  mother  the  following  year. 
He  made  farming  his  life  occupation  and  in  1841, 
emigrated  to  McIIenry  County,  111.,  where  he  en- 
tered land  and  improved  a  farm  near  the  village  of 
McHenr3'.  After  thirteen  years  residence  in  that 
county  he  removed  to  Jefferson  Township,  Fayette 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  dying  in  1871,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  3'ears. 
His  wife  was  permitted  to  enjoy  her  new  home  in 
this  county  but  five  years,  her  death  occurring  in 
1859.  In  their  family  arc  S.  D.,  who  is  married 
and  resides  in  Jefferson  Township;  Electa,  who  is 
now  Mrs.  Stowe  and  resides  with  our  subject,  first 
married  Carmi  Ilic-kox  who  deeded  the  first  land  in 
Fremont  Townshi[)  and  whose  son  was  the  first 
white  child  there  born;  Daniel  is  married  and 
resides  in  Mitchell  County,  Iowa;  Sophronia  is 
living  in  Fremont  Township;  Benjamin  is  married 
and  makes  his  home  in  Jesup,  Buchanan  County; 
L>'dia,  of  Woodstock,  III.,  is  the  widow  of  C.  C. 
Barnes  who  enlisted  for  the  late  war  in  McHenrj-, 
111.,  was  wounded  at  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  and 
died  at  Memphis  while  on  his  way  home;  Mrs. 
Almera  Maxwell  is  living  in  Webster  City,  Iowa; 
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W.  O.  of  this  sketch  is  tlie  next  younger;  Mrs. 
Abbie  Carpenter  resiiles  in  .lewell  County.  Kan.; 
Catherine  is  now  Mrs.  Fairli-y  of  Jetferson  Town- 
ship; Mrs.  Emma  Beiiy  makes  her  liome  in  Con- 
stantine,  Mich.;  and  Hiram  died  at  the  age  of 
Iwenty-two  years  in  New   York. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  McHenr3'  County.  III., 
and  in  its  schools  acquired  his  education.  He 
attained  iiis  majority  in  the  year  which  witnessed 
his  arrival  in  Fajetto  County.  Tliree  years  later 
he  married  Lovina  Carpenter,  a  native  of  New 
York,  and  a  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Lovina  Car- 
penter, who  were  alsj  born  in  tiie  Kmi)irc  .State,  and 
thence  removed  to  Fayette  County  in  1855,  locat- 
ing in  .Jefferson  Townslii[i,  where  they  sijent  their 
lastdajs.  The  death  of  ISIrs.  Sayles  occurred  in 
1863.  Four  children  were  born  of  tlmt  union — 
Netta,  now  Mrs.  Winkler  of  Fremont  Township; 
Georgiana.  who  died  in  Fremont  Township  in  1882; 
W.  O.,  who  is  married  and  resides  in  Fremont 
Township;  and  Adella,  wife  of  David  E.  .Tolmson 
of    the  same  tow^nship. 

In  1862,  in  Independence,  Iowa,  Mr.  Sayles  en- 
rolled his  name  .as  one  of  the  defenders  of  his 
country  for  tliree  3'ears  service,  and  was  mustered 
in  at  DaveniKM't  as  a  member  of  Com|)any  F,  First 
Iowa  Cavalry.  The  regiment  was  sent  to  Little 
Rock,  did  skirmish  duty  in  tiiat  region  and  partici- 
pated in  a  |)ortion  of  the  Red  River  campaign.  In 
tlie  winter  of  1864  they  did  garrison  dut3'  in  Tcvas 
and  in  March,  1865,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  were 
discharged  at  Davenport.  Mr.  Sa3'les  then  returned 
home  and  once  more  resumed  farming.  He  was 
joined  in  wedlock  in  1867,  with  Mar3'  E.  Bane,  a 
native  of  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  James  and  Anna 
(Richards)  Bane,  the  former  born  in  Virginia,  and 
the  latter  in  tlie  Buckeye  .State.  In  early  life  her 
father  was  a  captain  on  a  vessel  on  the  Ohio  River 
and  afterwards  engaged  in  merchandising.  He 
came  to  Iowa  in  1863,  locating  in  Fremont  Town- 
ship, Fayette  County,  wliere  he  followed  farming 
until  his  deatli,  which  occurred  in  1888.  The 
mother  is  now  living  in  Westgate,  Iowa.  By  tlie 
second  marriage  of  Mr.  Sayles  was  born  a  daugh- 
ter. Donna  Inez,  whose  home  is  in  Westgate  and 
who  is  teaching  in  Harlan  Township.  He  was  again 
married  in   Bremer   Count3',    Iowa,   in    1872,    Mrs. 


Mar3'  Lord  becoming  his  wife.  She  is  the  widow 
of  Aipheus  Lord,  and  a  daughter  of  iNIorris  and 
Harriet  Webb.  Her  father,  a  native  of  New  York, 
removed  during  his  boyhood  days  to  Penns3'lvaiiia 
where  he  was  married  and  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life,  as  did  also  Mrs.  Webb.  Their  daughter 
Mary  became  the  wife  of  Nelson  .Johnson  in  1850, 
and  witli  iiim  emigrated  to  Buchanan  Count3',  Iowa, 
where  he  died  five  3'ears  later,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren— Morris  E..  who  is  married  and  now  resides 
in  South  Dakota;  and  David  E.,  who  wedded  Adella 
Sayles,  and  is  living  in  this  count3-.  In  1856,  Mrs. 
.lohnson  wedded  Aipheus  Lord,  the  raarri.age  being 
celebrated  in  West  Union,  and  unto  them  were 
born  two  children — Aipheus,  who  married  Alma 
Carpenter  and  resides  in  Fremont  Township,  where 
his  sister,  Harriet  N.,  wife  of  Jasper  Barnard,  is 
also  living.  Their  father  died  in  1867,  and  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  ami  Mrs.  .Sayles  took  place  in  1872. 
They  have  one  child,  a  daughter,  Jlamie  D. 

Mr.  Sayles  has  been  identified  with  the  history 
of  this  township  for  thirtN'  consecutive  vears  and 
has  done  his  part  in  its  upbuilding,  especiallv  in 
the  cultivation  of  the  land,  having  transformed 
many  acres  from  wild  prairie  into  rich  and  feilile 
fields.  Every  dut3-  of  citizenship  he  has  faithfnll3' 
discharged  and  tlie  hardships  and  trials  of  pioneer 
life  he  has  borne.  To  such  men  the  count3'  owes 
her  [iresent  prosperity  and  tlie3'  should  ever  be 
rememliered  with  gratitude  bv  future  generations. 
Mr.  .Sa3les  votes  with  the  Republican  party  and 
has  held  the  oflice  of  Constable  and  Road  Super- 
visor in  Fremont  Township.  Socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  Re3-nolds  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  M.iynard. 


-^-^^ 


IJERMUN  ENGBRET.SON,  who  is  eng.aged 
in  general  merchandising  in  Elgin,  has  car- 
^^^4!  '''C''  O"  business  at  this  place  for  about 
eight  ye-irs,  commencing  o|)erations  in  1883.  He 
was  born  in  Nomedal,  Norway,  February  11,  1842, 
and  is  a  son  of  Engbret  and  Sigri  (Gjermnn)  Asle- 
son.  It  will  be  seen  that  our  subject's  name  is  made 
up  of  his  mf)ther's  surname  and  his  fatlicr's  given 
name  with  the  atlix  son.     His  father  was  a  farmer. 
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They  had  eight  children  of  whom  five  came  to  the 
United  States.  Our  subject  is  the  second  in  order 
of  birth  and  upon  a  farm  lie  was  reared  to  man- 
hood, receivinn;  such  education  as  his  mother  could 
give  him.  He  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
until  twenty  years  of  age,  when  lie  left  home  and 
learned  tlie  tailor's  trade,  which  he  followed  in  the 
winter  season.  The  first  of  the  children  to  cross 
the  ocean  was  Engbret  Engbretson  who  came  in 
1867,  and  died  some  three  years  later,  leaving  a 
family  of  three  children.  The  year  1868  witnessed 
the  emigration  of  Gjermun  who  on  his  arrival  in  Chi- 
cago had  only  seven  cents  in  his  pocket.  Having 
earned  money  to  continue  his  travels,  lie  removed 
to  Claj'ton  County,  Iowa,  where  he  worked  as  a  farm 
hand,  saving  his  wages  until  he  had  enough  to  pay 
the  passage  of  his  brother  Samuel.  He  sent  for  him 
and  the  brother  came.  The  chief  object  of  their 
united  labor  was  then  to  secure  enough  money  to 
send  for  the  other  members  of  the  family,  consist- 
ing of  parents,  a  brother.  Aisle,  who  farms  in  North 
Dakota;  and  a  sister,  Matilda,  now  the  wife  of  Ed. 
Le  Bar,  a  resident  of  North  Dakota.  Samuel, 
before  mentioned,  spent  his  last  days  in  North 
Dakota,  where  he  died  in  1886. 

Mr.  Engbretson,  our  subject,  was  married  in 
Clayton  County,  March  23,  1872,  to  Miss  Olena 
Elcingeson,  who  was  born  in  Haleingdal,  Norway, 
in  December  29,  18'11,  and  came  wiih  a  sister  to 
the  United  States  in  the  spring  of  1871,  locating  in 
the  county  where  her  wedding  took  place.  At  the 
time  of  his  marriage  Mr.  Engbietson  removed  to 
Palo  Alto  County,  Iowa,  and  entered  an  eighty- 
acre  homestead,  on  which  the  young  couple  began 
their  domestic  life  anil  continued  their  residence 
for  eleven  and  a  half  years,  during  which  time  Mr. 
Engbretson  added  to  his  farm  until  it  comprised 
two  hundred  acres  of  good  land  that  he  placed 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  At  length  he 
sold  out  in  1882,  and  returned  to  Clayton  County, 
but  the  folluwing  year  came  to  Faj'ette  County 
and  embarked  in  merchandising  in  Elgin  where  he 
has  since  carried  on  operations  with  the  exception 
of  about  six  months.  He  owns  a  store  in  which  ho 
does  business  besides  eleven  town  lots  and  a  farm 
of  twenty  acres  lying  adjacent  to  Elgin,  together 
with    a  one    hundred   and  seventy-five-acre    farm 


situated  in  Pleasant  Valley  Township.  He  is  an 
enterprising  and  progressive  man  who  possesses 
good  business  ability  and  well  deserves  the  pros- 
perity which  has  rewarded  his  efforts.  He  is  gen- 
erous by  nature  which  characteristic  was  manifested 
by  his  kindness  and  liberality  in  furnishing  the 
funds  necessary  to  bring  the  family  to  America. 
To  the  worthy  poor  he  is  ever  ready  to  extend  a 
helping  hand  and  to  the  Lutheran  Church  of  which 
he  and  his  wife  are  members,  he  makes  liberal  con- 
tributions.    In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Engbretson  have  been  born 
four  children:  Saline,  born  October  9,  1873; 
Rangenil  Christine  who  died  in  infancy;  a  second 
Rangenil  (Christine  born  August  21,  1879,  and 
Emile  Elai,  born  November  11,  1883. 


It-^ON.  THOMAS  L.  GREEN  is  one  of  the 
prominent  and  representative  citizens  of 
West  Union,  where  he  now  holds  the  office 
of  Mayor.  He  is  also  a  dealer  in  real  estate 
and  live  stock,  does  a  general  insurance  business 
and  is  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Green 
Bros.,  importers  and  dealers  in  heavy  draft  and 
French  coach  horses.  As  he  is  well  and  favorably 
known  throughout  the  county  his  sketch  will  be  of 
interest  to  many  of  our  readers.  The  story  of  his 
life  is  as  follows- 

Ile  was  born  in  Hamilton,  Canada,  September  1 1. 
1847,  and  is  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Ann  (Stevens) 
Green,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Iowa,  (his  parents  having  previously' 
removed  to  this  State,)  and  in  the  Upper  Iowa 
Ihiiversity.  In  March,  18G4,  although  only  seven- 
teen years  of  age,  he  responded  to  the  call  of  his 
adopted  country  for  troops  and  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany C,  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  being  mustered  out  in  June, 
1865.  He  participated  in  the  battle  of  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  and  w.as  with  Wilson  in  his  celebrated  raid. 
On  his  return  from  the  war,  he  learned  the  trade  of 
wagon  and  carriage  making,  which  business  he  con- 
tinued until  1875,  when  he  embarked  in  his  present 
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Vfication.  Mr.  Green  has  operated  extensively  in 
livestocii  since  1882  in  connection  witli  brotliers  in 
Montana  .ind  Iowa.  Since  1885,  they  have  each 
j'ear  imported  from  twent3'-five  to  tliirty  heavy 
draft  stock  horses,  as  fine  animals  as  could  be 
obtained  in  the  market.  The  Green  brothers  are 
the  stock  importers  of  Fayette  County  ami  handle 
principally  Percheron,  Clyde  and  French  coach 
horses. 

In  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  Mr.  Green  w.as  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  KUa  Sherwood,  tlie  union 
being  celebrated  on  the  30th  of  October,  187(1. 
The  lady  was  born  in  Susquehanna  County,  Pa., 
'and  is  a  daughter  of  Philo  Sherwood.  They  have 
four  children  the  son  l)eingadoi)ted,  namelj':  Harry 
N.,  aged  fifteen  years;  Laura,  nine  years  of  age; 
Lillian,  aged  live;  and  an  infant  daughter,  Gladys. 

In  addition  to  his  otlier  business  interests,  Mr. 
Green  owns  large  tracts  of  farm  lands.  He  has 
in  Fa3'ette  County  two  thousand  five  hundred  acies 
and  in  Howard,  Ccrro  (iordo  and  Chickasaw  Coun- 
ties, Iowa,  one  thousand  acres,  also  considerable 
land  in  Soutli  Dakota.  Since  attaining  his  majority, 
Mr.  Green  has  supported  the  Repulilican  party  and 
is  now  serving  his  second  term  as  M.ayor  of  West 
Union.  The  prompt  and  failhful  discharge  of 
duty  during-  his  first  term  led  to  his  re-election  and 
the  people  liave  at  their  head  an  able  and  efficient 
officer.  He  is  widely  known  throughout  the  West 
as  an  enter|)rising  and  successful  business  man  and 
one  whose  course  in  public  and  [)rivate  life  has 
always  been  straightforward  and  reliable. 


-^^ 


RS.  KLI/yVBKTIl  SWALP:  residing  on  sec- 
tion 9,  Windsor  Townsliip,  is  numbered 
among  the  early  settlers  of  the  county 
having  here  made  her  home  since  1854, 
covering  a  period  of  thirty-seven  consecutive 
years.  Slic  was  born  in  Dumfries  County,  Upper 
Canada,  on  tlie  lOth  of  December,  18;}3,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  llance  ami  .lane  ((iordou)  Cumming. 
Her  father,  a  native  of  Ireland,  was  born  August 
18,  1791,  and  her  mother  was  born  in  1804.  She 
died  in  \\isconsin  in  1847,  after    which,    in    1854, 


Mr.  Cumming  came  to  Iowa,  settling  in  Windsor 
Township,  Fayette  County.  He  was  again  married, 
his  second  union  being  with  Mrs.  Jane  (Stewart) 
Hughes,  who  survives  him.  His  death  occurred 
at  his  home  in  this  county  in  August,  1881.  By 
the  first  marriage  were  born  four  sons  and  four 
daughters,  and  by  the  hast  one  daughter.  Mrs. 
Swale  is  the  eldest  of  the  family;  Thomas  who 
eidisted  In  Company  G,  Thirtietli  Iowa  Infantry  in 
18G2,  died  of  disease  at  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  in  18IJ,'i; 
Sarah,  wife  of  Joseph  Shipton  of  Clermont,  Iowa, 
was  born  in  Canada,  July  26,  1836,  and  by  her 
marriage  had  ten  children,  five  of  whom  are  living; 
Hauce  who  was  born  in  1838  and  married  Adeline 
Underwood  of  Cleremont,  Wis.,  by  whom  he  has 
one  child,  is  now  engaged  in  merchandising  in  Burr 
Oaks,  Kan.;  Matilda  Jane,  born  in  Canada,  in  1  84  1 . 
is  the  wife  of  Hiram  Underwood,  of  Kansas  and 
they  liave  three  children  living  and  one  deceased; 
JNIary  is  the  wife  of  R.  F.  Thompson,  of  Windsor 
Township,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  tliis 
work  and  is  the  youngest  of  the  family-. 

Elizal)oth  Cumming  remained  under  the  paren- 
tal roof  until  the  10th  of  .lanuary,  1850,  when  she 
became  the  wife  of  Thomas  Swale,  a  native  of 
Yorkshire,  England,  born  INIarcli  23,1823.  His 
paients,  Abram  and  Mary  Swale,  spent  their  entire 
lives  in  Yorkshire,  their  native  county.  In  their 
family-  were  eight  children,  three  of  whom  came  to 
America.  William,  who  was  born  in  Yorkshire. 
August  15,  1809,  came  to  America  in  1842,  and  is 
now  living  in  Waucoma,  Iowa;  Mary,  whose  birth 
occurred  in  Yorkshire,  in  1818,  became  the  wife  of 
F.  J.  Carter,  of  West  Union,  June  I,  1840,  and 
died  at  her  home  in  that  city  several  j'ears  ago 
leaving  one  child,  Klvina,  now  the  wife  of  J.  W. 
Gardner  of  West  Union. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swale  became  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing ehddren,  nine  of  whom  are  living:  George, 
born  in  Waukesha,  Wis.,  January,  10,  1851,  mar- 
ried Alice  Mclntyre,  from  whom  he  w.as  divoiced, 
and  later  wedded  .\ugusta  (Jurdy  of  West  I'nion. 
He  follows  farming  and  teaching  for  a  livclihooil; 
Mary  J.,  born  December  20,  1852,  became  the  wife 
of  Tlionias  J.  B.  ro3'nter  who  died  soon  after  and 
for  her  .'second  husband  she  married  Joiin  Bender. 
They  reside  in  Chickasaw  County,  Iowa,  and  have 
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three  children.  Hance,  born  December  18,  1854, 
wedded  Mary  Jane  Stevens  and  with  their  seven 
children,  they  make  their  home  on  a  farm  in 
Windsor  Townsliip,  Emma  Alice  who  was  born 
Jannary  20,  1857,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
engaged  in  leacliing,  attaining  a  enviable  reputation 
as  an  instructor  and  disciplinarian,  is  the  wife  of 
Isaac  Brockway,  a  farmer  of  Windsor  Township. 
John,  born  February  25,  1859,  died  in  infancy. 
Frank,  born  August  15,  1860,  is  now  a  pr.acticing 
atrorney  of  New  Hampton,  Iowa.  He  graduated 
from  the  classical  department  of  the  Upper  Iowa 
University  in  1886,  afterwards  attended  tiie  law 
department  of  the  State  University  of  Iowa,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1887,  and  at  once  en- 
tered upon  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  married 
Miss  Willie  Neling  of  New  Hampton,  Iowa,  and 
tiiey  have  one  child,  Thomas  N.  Thomas  William, 
born  October,  28,  1862,  is  now  engaging  in  farm- 
ing on  the  old  homestead.  He  attended  the  Upper 
Iowa  University  for  several  terms  and  is  well  fitted 
for  professional  life  but  prefers  that  of  an  agricul- 
turist. H.  S.  born  October  28,  1864,  resides  in 
this  township,  married  Lilian  L.  Waite  October  17, 
1890.  Arthur,  born  March  11,  1867,  attended  the 
Upper  Iowa  University  several  terms,  received  a 
diploma  of  graduation  from  the  commercial  depart- 
ment of  that  institntion  and  is  now  giving  his 
attention  to  the  cultivation  and  Improvement  of  the 
home  farm.  Cora  May,  born  October  3,  1869, 
died  August  3,  1870.  Clarence  Milton,  born  July 
5,  1871,  was  a  student  in  the  Upper  Iowa  Univ- 
ersity and  is  now  engaged  in  teaching  but  intends 
to  enter  the  medical  profession. 

Purchasing  land  on  section  9,  Windsor  Town- 
ship, Mr.  Swale  removed  his  family  to  their  present 
farm  in  1854.  With  the  exception  of  the  two 
eldest  children  all  were  born  and  brought  up  here. 
Mr.  Swale  was  a  man  of  industry  and  enterprise, 
possessed  of  good  business  qualifications  and  left 
ins  family  in  comfortable  circumstances.  The 
home  farm  comprises  three  hundred  and  twelve 
acres  of  rich  prairie  land  and  eighty  acres  of  tim- 
ber land.  It  is  conveniently'  situated  near  West 
Union  and  has  all  the  modern  improvements  includ- 
ing large  barns  and  other  outbuildings,  the  latest 
machinery  and  other  accessories  of  a  model  farm. 


Good  grades  of  cattle  and  hogs  are  raised  and  the 
income  derived  from  their  sales  is  not  small. 
The  home  is  a  fine  stone  residence,  tastefully  fur- 
nished and  provided  with  all  the  comforts  of  life. 
The  husband  and  father  was  called  aw.ay  March  7, 
1882,  leaving  there  a  vacanc)'  which  can  never  be 
su|iplied.  The  widow  still  occupies  the  homestead 
with  her  three  youngest  sons,  the  other  children 
having  married  and  gone  to  homes  of  their  own. 
The  voters  of  the  family  are  all  solid  Republican 
and  Frank  is  chairman  of  the  Republican  Central 
Committee  of  Chickasaw  County.  Socially,  he  is 
a  member  of  West  Union  Lodge,  No.  69,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  and  William  T.  is  an  honored  member  of 
Round  Grove  Lodge,  No.  41,  I.  O.j:).  F.  of  West 
Union.  This  family  is  widel}-  and  favorably  known 
throughout  the  county  and  is  well  worthy  of  repre- 
sentation in  this  volume. 


H.  AUSTIN,  a  respected  citizen  and  farmer 
III  ^—1  of  Center  Townsliip,  residing  on  section  17, 
^^^i^l  has  since  March,  1870,  resided  in  this  county, 
coming  from  Kane  County,  111.,  the  place  of  his 
birth.  He  was  born  in  1846,  and  tlie  family  from 
which  he  is  descendetl  was  probably  established  in 
America  during  Colonial  days.  His  parents, Nathan- 
iel and  Abisha  (Allen)  Austin,  were  natives  of 
New  York.  His  father  was  a  farmer  and  followed 
that  business  as  a  means  of  livelihood  throughout 
his  entire  life.  Accompanied  bj'  his  family  he 
started  to  seek  a  home  in  the  West  and  in  Kane 
County,  HI.,  effected  a  settlement.  Securing  some 
wild  land,  he  began  the  development  of  a  farm  and 
in  course  of  time  the  fields  which  he  had  improved 
were  yielding  him  a  ready  return  for  his  care  and 
labors.  For  many  years  he  there  resided  and  was 
one  of  the  respected  citizens  of  the  community. 
His  death  occurred  in  Independence,  Mo.,  in  1849. 
During  the  early  history  of  Kane  County  he  took 
an  active  part  in  its  upbuilding  and  ranks  among 
the  prominent  pioneers.  Socially  he  was  an  Odd 
Fellow,  holding  membership  in  Aurora  Lodge,  No. 
45,  I.  O.  O.  F.  His  wife  long  survived  him,  dying 
in  1888.     Our  subject  has  one  brother  living  and 
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two  half  sisters.  Andrew  died  in  Kane  County; 
Joel  enlisted  in  an  Iowa  regiment  in  1862  and  was 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Arkansas  Post,  in  1864;  G. 
II.  is  the  next  younger;  N.  C.  is.  married  and 
resides  in  this  county;  and  Mary  is  now  deceased. 
The  half  sisters  are  Mrs.  Louisa  Ilill,  of  Evanston, 
111.;  and  Mrs.  Phoebe  Catlin,  of  Aurora. 

("nder  the  parental  roof  our  subject  was  reared 
to  manhood  and  at  an  early  age  put  to  work  upon 
a  farm.  The  educational  advantages  which  he 
received  were  such  as  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  county  afforded.  In  1864,  when  only  eight- 
een years  of  age  he  enlisted  for  the  late  war  at 
Aurora  as  a  member  of  Company  I,  One  Hundred 
and  Forty-First  Illinois  Infantr}-.  He  was  mustered 
into  service  at  Elgin,  111.,  and  his  regiment  was 
assigned  to  the  Western  Department.  It  engaged 
in  man}'  skirmishes  and  did  garrison  duty  at  Colum- 
bus, K}'.,  until  the  fall  of  1864,  when  with  his 
comrades  our  subject  was  honoral)ly  discharged  in 
Chicago. 

Mr.  Austin  at  once  returned  to  Kane  County 
where  he  followed  farming  until  1870,  when  he 
resolved  to  make  Iowa  the  scene  of  his  future 
labors.  Crossing  the  Father  of  Waters  into  Fayette 
County  he  identified  himself  with  her  farmers  and 
has  since  carried  on  business  in  that  line.  He 
chose  as  a  helpmate  on  life's  journey  Miss  Ida  M. 
Mabon  and  the  following  year  after  his  arrival  in 
this  county  their  marriage  was  celebrated.  The 
lady  was  born  in  Kane  County,  111.,  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  C.  and  Julia  (McMasters)  Mabon, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  Empire  State. 
They  were  married  in  New  York,  and  in  1855  emi- 
grated to  Kane  County,  where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing for  some  thirteen  years.  Coming  to  Fayette 
County,  Iowa,  in  1868,  he  settled  in  Center  Town- 
ship where'  be  has  since  made  his  home.  The  death 
of  his  wife  occurred  in  August,  1888,  since  which 
time  he  has  been  living  with  our  subject. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Austin  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  the  farm  which  has  since  been  their  home 
and  their  union  has  been  blessed  with  three  interest- 
ing children — Adelbert  and  twin  daughters,  Ina 
and  Ida.  The  home  farm  comprises  eighty  acres 
of  arable  land  which  Mr.  Austin  has  placed  under 
a  high   slate  of   cultivation.      Since   attaining    his 


majority  he  has  voted  with  the  Republican  party 
and  takes  an  active  interest  in  political  affairs.  He 
has  served  as  Township  Trustee  and  also  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board.  Socially,  he  is  a  member 
of  Fayette  Lodge,  No.  170  K.  P.;  Randalia  Lodge, 
No.  177,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  Randalia  Post,  G.  A.  R. 


eORNELirS  STETTER.  a  photographer  of 
Brush  Creek,  has  been  engaged  in  business 
in  this  place  since  1881.  Ho  was  born  in 
Farwell,  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  January  21,  1853, 
and  is  of  (ierman  descent,  his  parents,  George  J. 
and  Anna  M.  (Klaeber)  Stetter,  have  both  been 
born  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  in  Bavaria,  where 
they  were  married  and  lived  for  some  time.  About 
1848  tliey  bade  good-by  to  their  native  land  and 
sailed  for  America,  locating  in  the  Empire  State. 
In  early  life  George  Stetter  had  learned  the  car- 
riage-making trade,  which  he  followed  both  in  the 
old  country  and  after  coming  to  New  York.  He 
has  also  been  a  local  minister  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  for  man}'  years,  and  has  lived  ;i 
consistent  and  upright  life  has  won  him  the  confi- 
dence and  high  regard  of  all  with  whom  he  has 
come  in  contact.  In  1866  he  came  to  this  county 
where  he  followed  fanning  until  about  1874,  when 
he  became  an  itinerant  minister  and  has  since  de- 
voted himself  to  gospel  work.  His  wife  died  in 
Lansing,  Iowa,  and  he  now  makes  his  home  in 
Freeport,  111.,  being  seventy-three  or  seventy-four 
years  of  age.  In  their  family  were  six  children, 
one  of  whom  died  in  Germany,  and  two  in  this 
country.  Those  yet  living  are  Cornelius  of  this 
sketch;  Albert,  a  traveling  salesman;  and  Mrs.  Ida 
Demining,  of  this  county. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  greatly  inter- 
rupted by  a  ferer  with  which  he  was  afflicted  from 
the  ages  from  seven  to  sixteen  years  thit  resulted 
in  the  shortening  of  his  leg  b3'some  six  inches.  He 
thus  worked  at  farming  under  considerable  disad- 
vantage but  continued  to  follow  that  pursuit  for  a 
decade.  Then  he  resolved  to  give  his  attention  to 
a  business  which  would   require   less  manual    l;ilior 
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and  looking  around  him  liis  choice  fell  upon  pho- 
tograpiiy  which  he  learned  in  1880  at  Manchester, 
Iowa.  Having  mastered  the  principles  of  that  art 
lie  soon  afterward  went  to  Dnliuque,  where  he 
estalilished  a  galler}'  and  did  business  for  a  year. 
He  then  sold  out  and  went  to  Volga  City,  where 
he  spent  the  succeeding  year  aiul  on  removing  to 
Elkader  he  there  eng.aged  in  photographing  for  two 
years.  In  1886  he  came  to  Brush  Creek  and  estab- 
lished a  gallery  at  this  place.  Mr.  Stetter  does 
creditable  work,  keeps  abreast  with  all  the  inven- 
tions and  improvements  in  the  art  and  is  building 
up  an  excellent  trade,  well  deserving  the  lil)eral 
patronage  which  he  receives. 

The  year  succeeding  his  arrival  in  lirush  Creek, 
on  the  28th  of  November,  Mr.  .Stetter  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Emma  Creig,  who  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania  September  3,  1873,  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Frederick  F.  and  Christina  (StoUe)  Creig. 
Two  children  grace  their  union,  sons,  Arthur  anil 
Glenn.  Mr.  .Stetter  is  a  IJeiniblican  in  political 
sentiment  and  socially  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  belonging 
to  the  lodge  in  Strawberry  Point. 


EDWIN   D.  A.SH  who    resides    on    section  5, 
Westfield  Township,  has  by  the  exercise  of 
,-  industry,  enterprise  and  good  management 

during  his  long  lifetime  acquired  a  competence 
which  now  enables  him  to  lay  aside  business  cares 
and  live  a  retired  life,  enjoying  a  well-earned  rest. 
As  he  is  widely  known  his  sketch  will  bp  of  interest 
to  many  of  our  readers.  The  story  of  his  life  is  as 
follows:  lie  was  born  in  Maryland,  March  17, 
1822,  and  is  of  German  descent,  the  family  having 
been  founded  in  this  country  by  his  paternal 
grandfather  who,  accompanied  liy  two  brothers, 
left  his  iiome  in  the  Fatherland  ami  crossed  the 
Atlantic  to  Pennsylvania  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  The 
father  of  our  subject,  John  Ash,  was  born  in  the 
Keystone  State  about  1779  and  remained  upon  the 
farm  until  eighteen  years  of  age  when  he  was 
bovind  out  to  a  millwright  who  took  him  to  Vir- 
ginia.    He  there  married  Martha  Ashton,  a  native 


of  that  State.  With  five  children  there  born  unto 
them  they  started  over  the  mountains  for  Ohio. 
One  child  was  taken  sick  during  their  journey  in 
Maryland  which  necessitated  their  making  a  halt, 
and  securing  employment  in  a  mill  Mr.  Ash  and  his 
family  remained  in  that  State  for  about  twelve 
years.  It  was  during  this  time  that  our  subject  was 
born.  In  183G  we  find  them  living  upon  a  new 
farm  in  Tippecanoe  County,  Ind.,  which  Mr.  Ash 
developed  from  the  raw  prairie.  Just  prior  to  their 
removal  his  wife  passed  away  in  Alleghany  County, 
Md.  His  death  occurred  in  Indiana.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church  and  in 
politics  a  strong  Whig.  Social,  educational  and 
moral  interests  received  his  support  and  the  poor 
and  needy  found  in  him  a  warm  friend  who  was  ever 
ready  to  extend  a  helping  hand  to  them  in  their 
distress. 

Edwin  was  a  lad  of  fifteen  years  at  the  time  the 
family  removed  to  Indiana.  The  country  was  wild 
and  the  family  lived  in  true  pioneer  stj'le.  A 
glance  into  the  schoolroom  will  give  us  an  idea  of 
the  unsettled  condition  of  the  .State  at  that  time. 
We  see  a  log  cabin,  one  entire  end  of  which  is 
occupied  by  an  immense  fire-place  and  the  smoke 
finds  egress  through  a  nunl  and  stick  chimney. 
The  door  is  fastened  by  pins  and  the  latch  string 
hangs  out.  Upon  large  wooden  pins  are  placed 
slabs  and  upon  tlie  benches  thus  formed  the  chil- 
dren con  the  three  R's.  A  bucket  in  one  corner 
of  the  room  with  a  gourd  by  its  side  shows  where  the 
scholars  refresh  themselves  during  the  long  and 
often  wearisome  d.ay.  In  such  a  building  Mr.  Ash 
acquired  his  education.  Upon  his  father's  farm 
he  bore  his  share  in  the  work  until  twenty-two 
years  of  age,  when  he  starteil  out  in  life  for  himself 
and  as  a  helpmate  on  life's  journey  chose  Miss 
Matilda  Cave  who  was  born  in  Kentucky,  February 
16,  1830,  and  accompanied  her  parents  to  Indiana 
during  childhood.  For  five  years  he  engaged  in 
farming  on  the  old  homestead  where  their  two  eld- 
est children  were  born. 

In  1849  Mr.  Ash  removed  with  his  family  to 
Kichlauil  Count3',  Wis.  Not  a  township  in  the 
county  had  at  that  tinae  been  organized,  and  again 
he  was  surrounded  by  the  wild  scenes  of  frontier 
life.  He  oi>ened  up  a  new  farm,  operating  it  for  six 
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years  and  then  came  to  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  in 
1855  making  the  journey  by  team  as  the  railroad  had 
not  yet  been  built.  In  the  month  of  November  he 
settled  upon  his  present  farm,  then  comprising  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres,  only  twenty-seven  of 
which  had  been  brolien.  It  was  named  by  him 
Spring  A'alley  and  the  schoolhouse  near  liis  farm  is 
iinown  by  that  name.  A  small  house  had  been 
built  and  a  ladder  led  to  the  second  story,  which 
was  little  more  than  a  loft.  When  living  in  Wis- 
consin he  owned  the  largest  residence  in  tlie  count}'. 
It  had  been  built  for  dancing  purposes,  both  lloor- 
ings  being  used  as  a  ballroom  at  the  same  time. 
After  Mr.  Ash  became  owner,  two  churches,  the 
Methodist  and  t'nited  Bretluen,  held  services 
under  its  hospitable  roof  during  the  winter  season, 
while  in  the  summer  they  met  in  the  barn  until 
the}'  became  able  to  erect  churches.  His  new  home 
was  very  different,  but  year  by  year  saw  added 
improvements  and  his  farm  of  two  hundred  and 
ninety-one  acres  is  now  one  of  the  Ijest  in  the 
county  and  is  furnished  with  all  modern  accessories. 
For  many  years  the  owner  gave  himself  up  entirely 
to  general  farming  and  stock-raising  but  is  now 
living  a  retired  life,  his  laud  being  operated  by  his 
sons. 

Mi-,  and  Mrs.  Ash  are  the  parents  of  the  follow- 
ing children :  Mrs.  Amanlhus  Buuton,  of  Union 
Township;  Jane,  wife  of  G.  B.  Finch  a  leading- 
farmer  now  living  a  retired  life  in  Fayette;  La 
Fayette,  who  was  born  in  Wisconsin,  married  Miss 
Lizzie  Rosier  and  is  now  working  in  Ihe  Juneau 
gold  mines  of  Alaska;  Martha,  wife  of  James  Askey, 
of  Pierre  County,  Neb.;  Frances,  wife  of  H.  K. 
Miller,  a  real-estate  dealer  of  Chicago;  Charley  who 
married  Miss  Tacie  Shaffer  and  is  a  resident  farmer 
of  this  county,  and  Kddie  who  completes  tlie  family. 
He  resides  upon  tlie  farm  on  which  he  was  born. 
After  attending  the  public  schools  he  was  a  stu<lpnt 
in  the  Upper  Iowa  University  of  Fayette,  the 
Western  College  and  Ainswortli's  Academy  in 
West  Union.  On  the  22d  of  February,  1887.  he 
married  Miss  Elzoriah  Klsberry  and  they  have  a 
daughter,  Eva,  born   December  10.  1889. 

Mrs.  Ash,  the  mother  of  the  family,  died  Novem- 
ber 14,  1887.  Like  her  husband  she  was  long  a 
member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church  and  lived 


a  consistent  Christian  life.  For  a  half  century  Mr. 
Ash  lias  been  a  subscriber  of  the  Religious  Tele- 
scope, the  organ  of  his  church,  having  taken  it  when 
he  was  eighteen  miles  from  a  post-oflice  and  had  to 
pay  fifty  cents  to  cross  the  ferry  to  get  it.  He  has 
held  all  the  offices  in  ins  church  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Western  College.  He  cast 
his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Henry  Clay  and  on 
the  dissolution  of  the  Whig  party  became  a  Repub- 
lican. He  has  led  a  useful  life  winning  the  confi- 
dence and  regard  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in 
contact,  and  his  friends  in  Fayette  County  are 
many. 


-^^ 


)EORGE    HOWARD    PHILLIPS.     In    our 

III  g^,  subject  we  see  one  of  the  leading   business 
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^^^il  n^ew  of  Oel  wein,  who  for  seventeen  years  has 
been  prominently  identified  with  its  interests  and 
aided  in  its  upbuilding.  He  devotes  himself  prin- 
cipally to  the  legal  profession  and  is  also  loan  and 
collection  agent. 

Mr.  Phillips  was  born  in  Whitewater,  Walworth 
County, Wis.,  April  28,  1845,  and  is  a  son  of  George 
W.  and  Oil ve  Lamyra  (Jones)  Phillips.  His  father 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1810,  made  black- 
smithing  his  chosen  occupation  and  died  in  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa,  Octoljer  2,  1888.  The  mother  was 
reared  in  Lake  County,  Ill.,an<l  died  in  Lima,  Rock 
County,  Wis.,  July  5,  1861.  Through  force  of 
circumstances  our  subject  was  compelled  to  begin 
the  battle  of  life  for  himself  at  the  tender  age  of 
nine  years.  The  question  of  the  barest  necessaries 
of  life  was  one  of  serious  moment  to  him  and  his 
advantages  of  schooling  were  but  slight.  When 
the  late  war  broke  out  he  was  a  lad  of  sixteen 
years.  The  hardships  of  a  soldier's  life  seemed  to 
him  a  luxury  as  compared  with  some  of  the  strug- 
gles which  he  had  undergone  and  in  April,  1861, 
he  enlisted  in  a  company  intended  for  the  first  call 
for  three  mouths'  men,  but  the  quota  of  tfte  State 
being  full  at  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the 
comiiany  it  was  rejected  and  disbanded.  Again  in 
1862  he  enlisted  and  was  assigned  to  the  Thirteenth 
Wisconsin  Infantry.     Here   his   father   interfered, 
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refusing  his  consent  and  the  boy,  being  under  age, 
was  discharged.  In  the  autumn  of  1862  lie  en- 
gaged with  a  part^-  from  AVhitewater,  Wis.,  to  help 
drive  a  flock  of  sheep  from  that  place  to  South- 
western Minnesota.  When  nearing  their  destina- 
tion they  found  themselves  in  the  track  of  the 
hostile  Sioux  and  Crow  Indians,  then  on  the  war 
path  in  that  region.  They  reached  New  Ulm,  Minn., 
so  soon  after  the  massacre  at  that  place  that  they 
saw  the  mutilated  victims  of  the  savages.  At  one 
time  a  body  of  seveial  hundred  warriors  was  en- 
camped within  a  few  miles  of  the  party  but  they 
luckily  escaped  their  attention.  The  danger  of 
proceeding  farther  became  so  apparent  that  the 
sheep  were  left  in  the  care  of  local  parties  and  the 
drovers  cheerfully  returned  to  Wisconsin  thankful 
to  get  back  with  their  scalps  intact. 

On  the  2d  of  June,  1864  Mr.  Phillips  made  a 
third  and  successful  attempt  to  serve  his  country 
in  the  late  war.  He  became  a  member  of  Com- 
pany C,of  the  Fortieth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  accom- 
panied his  regiment  to  Tennessee  and  was  on  duty 
in  Memphis  when  that  city  was  raided  by  the  Con- 
federate General  Forrest.  On  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  enlistment  he  came  to  Iowa,  locating  in 
Decorah,  Winneslieik  County,  where  he  operated  a 
barber  shop  a  few  months.  From  there  he  went  to 
West  Union,  Fayette  County,  in  the  fall  of  186-t, 
where  he  carried  on  a  shop  for  a  few  years,  re- 
moving thence  to  Belle  Plaine,  Iowa,  and  in 
1872  to  Denver,  Col.  Returning  to  this  State,  he 
again  went  to  West  Union  and  subsequently  wc 
find  him  living  in  Strawberry  Point  and  later  in 
Manchester.  In  May,  1874,  he  settled  permanently 
in  Oelwein.  He  carried  on  a  barber  shop  here  for 
some  years,  invested  in  real  estate  and  in  that  way 
acquired  considerable  capital.  I'^or  some  years 
prior  to  coming  to  this  place  Mr.  Phillips  had  ex- 
perienced an  intense  desire  to  study  latv.  lie  had 
read  such  law  books  as  he  could  get  and  after  com- 
ing to  Oelwein  pursued  his  studies  with  more 
method  under  the  direction  of  A.  C.  Parker,  a 
young  lawyer  of  more  than  ordinary  ability.  He 
be^an  practice  in  the  justice  courts  in  187,')  and  in 
1880  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  distiict  court 
at  West  Union,  since  which  time  he  has  been  in 
practice.     He  has  made  collections  a  siiecialty  and 


is  an  acknowledged  expert  in  that  important  line 
of  business.  On  January  7,  1874,  in  Strawberry 
Point,  Mr.  Phillips  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Ellen  Johnson,  daughter  of  Alexander  John- 
son, of  West  Union.  Their  union  has  been  blessed 
with  two  children,  a  daughter  and  son,  Lena  Blanche 
and  Ray  B. 

As  before  stated,  Mr.  Piiillips  has  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  upbuilding  of  Oelwein 
and  is  now  proprietor  of  the  Oelwein  Opera  House 
and  the  brick  block  adjacent,  known  as  Phillips 
Block,  together  with  other  property  situated  on 
Main  Street  of  that  city.  He  is  a  member  of  Grif- 
fith Post,  No.  134,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Oelwein  and  in 
politics  was  an  enthusiastic  Republican  until  1882, 
since  which  time  he  has  affiliated  with  the  Demo- 
crats and  is  now  as  earnest  in  his  support  of  that 
last  named  party  as  he  formerly  was  of  the  Repub- 
lican. It  is  Mr.  Phillips'  nature  to  do  nothing  by 
halves.  He  is  and  alwa3's  has  been  intensely  in 
earnest  in  all  he  undertakes.  Possessed  of  superior 
business  ability,  energy  and  perseverance  he  has 
always  been  successful  in  his  undertakings  and  has 
acquired  a  large  property.  His  success  in  life  is 
more  to  his  credit  for  the  reason  that  it  has  been 
won  by  his  own  unaided  efforts  and  ability.  He 
posse.sses  a  natural  aptitude  for  business  and  has 
always  displayed  more  than  usual  sagacity  in  his 
investments  and  business  enterprises.  As  a  lawyer, 
he  is  conservative  in  his  advice,  sound  in  his  con- 
clusions, prompt  in  the  discharge  of  professional 
duty  and  is  always  reliable.  As  a  collector,  he 
succeeds  in  cases  seemingly  hopeless.  His  integ- 
rity, energy  and  promjitness  has  won  for  him  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  a  wide  circle  of  acquain- 
tances. 


%EV.  SAMl'EL  HODGE,  D.D.,  pastor  of 
the  Bethel  Presbj'terian  Church  of  West 
•Union,  was  born  in  ''The  Pork,"  Sullivan 
^i^  County,  Ttmn.,  June  7,  1829,  and  is  the 
second  son  of  Francis  and  Priscilla  (King)  Hodge. 
His  parents  were  also  natives  of  Tennessee  but  the 
paternal  great-grandfather  of  our  subject  came  from 
County  Antrim,  Ireland,  to  America  in   1762    and 
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settled  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  from  which  after- 
ward York  and  Adams  Counties  were  formed.  In 
1779,  with  a  colon}-  composed  of  members  of  the 
congregation  of  Rev.  Joseph  Ray,  of  Piney  Church 
of  Maryland,  which  was  located  just  across  the 
Pennsylvania  line,  he  emigrated  to  East  Tennessee. 
They  established  New  Bethel  C'hurch^in  "The 
Forks,"  so  called  on  account  of  the  junction  of  the 
Watauga  and  Holston  Rivers,  Tenn.  The  Hodge 
family,  of  which  the  Doctor  is  a  member  is  of 
Scotch-Irish  origin  and  their  faith  has  ever  been 
that  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  parents  of 
our  subject  died  in  Tennessee,  the  mother  in  1857, 
and  the  father  in  1863. 

In  1850,  having  graduated  from  Washington 
College,  Tenn.,  Dr.  Ilodge  entered  the  Theological 
Seminary  of  Princeton,  N.  J.,  in  September  of  that 
year.  After  the  usual  three  years'  course,  he  was 
licensed  by  the  Presbyter}^  of  New  Brunswick  on 
the  27th  of  April,  1853,  and  began  home  mission 
work  in  Walnut  Grove,  and  Rock  Springs,  Wash- 
ington County,  Va.  He  was  ordained  by  the 
Presbytery  of  Montgomery  in  September,  1854,  in 
Kimberlin  Church,  Giles  County,  Va.,  and  the  fol- 
lowing jear  entered  upon  the  supply  of  New  Prov- 
idence Church  of  Hawkins  County,  Tenn.,  being  also 
the  principal  of  Nevv  Providence  Academy  for  one 
year.  In  1857,  he  accepted  a  professorship  in  Wash- 
'  ington  College,  where  he  remained  until  the  out- 
break of  the  late  Civil  War  and  the  consequent 
disbanding  of  the  school.  During  his  professorship 
and  afterward  during  the  war  he  supplied  the 
churches  of  Leesburg  and  Salem. 

In  1865,  Dr.  Hodge  left  Tennessee  and  after  a 
few  months  spent  in  mission  work  came  to  Iowa 
and  accepted  the  professorship  of  languages  in 
Lenox  Collegiate  Institute  at  Hopkinton.  He  also 
supplied  the  Milo  Church,  ten  miles  distant.  The 
Synod  of  Iowa  elected  him  President  of  Lenox 
College  in  1866  and  the  Hopkinton  Church  sought 
his  services  as  pulpit  supply  at  the  same  time.  Thus 
he  performed  double  duty  for  ten  years  with  rare 
ability  and  success.  He  then  withdrew  from  the 
care  of  the  church  and  devoted  his  undivided 
attention  to  the  college  work.  In  1882  he  resigned 
the  presidency  of  the  college  after  sixteen  j'ears  of 
continuous  and  wearying  labor.     During  this  time 


the  school  prospered  materially  and  increased  con- 
stantljf  in  numbers  and  influence.  On  retiring 
from  Lenox  College  the  Doctor  removed  to  Rock- 
ford,  111.,  in  1883,  where  he  rested  one  j-ear,  when 
he  removed  to  Carmi  of  the  same  State  with  the 
expectation  of  taking  charge  of  a  contemplated 
institution  of  learning  at  that  point  but  the  enter- 
prise did  not  materialize. 

Dr.  Hodge  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife, 
whom  he  wedded  near  Washington  College,  Wash- 
ington County,  Tenn.,  on  September  20,  1854,  was 
Miss  Ann  Elizabeth  Bovell,  daughter  of  William 
W.  Bovell,  M.  D.,who  has  recently-  died  aged  eighty- 
two;  his  father  was  a  noted  Presbyterian  minister. 
Among  Mrs.  Hodge's  ancestors  were  prominent 
Presbyterian  ministers  of  Tennessee.  She  was  born  in 
Vermillion  County,  Ind.,  and  returned  with  her  par- 
ents to  East  Tennessee,  when  but  two  years  old.  Her 
death  occurred  July  3, 1863.  Of  their  family  of  three 
daughters  and  a  son,  only  one  lived  to  maturity. 
Samuel  A.  Rhea,  died  June  22,  1863,  aged  two 
years;  Leila  Ada  died  June  26,  1863,  aged  eight 
3'ears;  Mary  Esther  died  July  6,  1863,  at  the  age 
of  six  and  a  half  years,  all  dying  of  dysenler}' ;  Sarah 
Ellen  Doak,  or  Bcrty  as  she  was  usually  called, 
was  a  bright  and  accomplished  girl  and  a  popular 
teacher,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twent3'-four  years. 
Dr.  Hodge  was  married  a  second  time  on  June  30, 
1864,  to  Miss  Susan  Mitchell  Allen,  daughter  of 
George  J.  and  Esther  (Mitchell)  Allen.  She  was 
born  in  Washington  County,  Tenn.,  and  during  her 
infancy  her  parents  removed  to  Henry  County,  Mo. 
She  is  a  great-granddaughter  of  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Doak,  D.  I).,  an  earnest  divine  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  the  founder  of  AVashington  College, 
Tenn.  One  child  has  been  born  of  this  union,  a 
daugiiter,  Ann  Elizabeth.  IMiss  Hodge  has  been 
carefully  educated  under  the  direction  of  her  father 
in  Lenox  College,  and  is  a  graduate  of  the  musical 
department  of  Lake  Forest  University  of  Illinois, 
and  was  a  student  under  Prof.  Harrison  Wild  of 
Chicago,  the  celebrated  teacher  of  pipe  organs,  and 
Angelo  De  Prosse  of  piano.  Miss  Hodge  is  now 
employed  in  teaching  vocal  and  instrumental  music 
and  elocution  in  Lenox  College  and  is  an  artist  of 
rare  talent. 

The  Doctor  removed  from  Carmi  to  Lake  Forest, 
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111.,  in  September,  1885,  for  the  benefit  of  bis 
daughter's  musical  education  and  liis  own  health, 
and  continued  there  until  September,  1889,  when  he 
accepted  his  present  charge  at  West  Union,  Iowa. 
He  is  a  ripe  scholar  and  has  a  high  reputation  as  an 
educator  and  manager  of  youth.  His  fund  of  gen- 
eral knowledge  is  extensive  and  he  is  especially 
fitted  b}'  mental  culture,  accurate  scholarship,  long 
service  and  general  aptitude  for  imparting  instruc- 
tion in  mental  and  moral  philosophy  and  the 
languages  and  classics  in  colleges  of  high  grade. 
Dr.  Hodge  ranks  high  among  thinking  men  with  a 
keen  liking  for  philosophical  research;  he  displays 
a  love  for  the  old  doctrines  of  his  church  which  he 
maintains  with  energy  and  eloquence.  His  sermons 
are  models  of  careful  preparation,  combining  purity 
of  style  with  precision  of  thought  and  are  always 
instructive  and  entertaining. 


■-  *> 
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^  J.  TOPE,  i)roprietor  of  the  Iowa  House  of 
East  Auburn,  is  numbered  among  the  hon- 
ored pioneers  of  the  county,  having  here 
resided  since  1854,  a  period  of  thirty-six 
consecutive  years.  He  has  thus  been  a  witness  of 
almost  its  entire  growth  and  progress,  has  seen  its 
wild  prairies  transformed  into  beautiful  homes  an<l 
farms,  its  rude  cabins  replaced  by  comfortable  and 
substantial  residences,  towns  and  villages  spring  up 
and  the  work  of  civilization  and  development  car- 
ried forward,  until  Fayette  County  of  to-day  bears 
little  resemblance  to  that  of  a  third  of  a  century 
ago.  We  honor  the  [jioneers  who  bore  the  hard- 
ships and  trials  of  frontier  life,  and  as  such  a  one 
our  subject  deserves  recognition  in  this  volume. 

J.  J.  Tope  was  born  in  Carroll  County,  Ohio, 
February  20,  18130,  and  was  the  eighth  in  a  family 
of  nine  children,  whose  parents,  Jacob  and  Sarah 
(Everhart)  Tope,  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
the  former  born  March  4,  178'J,  and  the  latter  in 
1794.  AVhen  a  lad  of  eleven  years,  Jacob  Tope 
accompanied  his  parents  in  1800  to  Ohio,  then 
thought  to  be  almost  upon  the  border  of  civiliza- 
tion, and  was  reared  to  manhood  upon  his  father's 
farm.     In  that  State  he  was  married,  and  prior  to 


his  emigration  to  Iowa  he  resided  in  Jefferson 
County.  In  1854  he  came  with  his  family  to  this 
county,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1858.  His  wife  survived  him 
twelve  years,  dying  in  1870.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  the  following  children :  Lucinda  was  killed 
by  lightning  in  Ohio,  in  1833;  Mary  Ann,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  John  Kail,  and  died  in  Ohio; 
Mrs.  Sarah  Ann  Johnson,  of  Dover  Township,  this 
county;  Frances,  wife  of  Zephaniah  Keyes,  of  In- 
diana; Barbara,  wife  of  John  Hoover,  of  Dover 
Township;  Delilah,  who  became  the  wife  of  James 
Reed,  and  died  in  Ohio;  J.  J.  of  this  sketch;  and 
G.  W.,  who  is  married  and  makes  his  home  in 
Dover  Township. 

We  have  little  to  record  concerning  the  boyhood 
days  of  our  subject,  who  remained  under  the  pa- 
rental roof  until  he  attained  to  man's  estate,  and 
spent  his  time  in  jjla^f  and  work,  assisting  his 
father  in  the  labors  of  the  farm,  and  acquiring  a 
good  English  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
his  native  county.  He  was  twentj-four  years  of 
age  when  he  came  to  Iowa.  He  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  this  county,  but  was  married  in  Jefferson 
County.  January  12,  1854,  the  lad3'  of  his  choice 
being  Margaret  Stall,  who  was  born  in  Harrison 
County,  Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Abraham  and 
Elizabeth  (Grove)  Stall,  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 
At  an  early  day,  her  parents  emigrated  to  Ohio, 
where  her  father  followed  his  trade  of  cabinet-mak- 
ing. He  died  in  that  State  some  years  ago.  By 
the  union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been 
born  eight  children:  Sarah  Ellen,  wife  of  James 
Gorham,  a  resident  of  East  Auburn;  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  Elmer  White,  of  Chicago;  J.  E.,  G.  W., 
James  M.,  Belle,  Samuel  and  Virginia. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tope  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  a  farm  in  Dover  Township,  in  a  small  cabin 
which  had  been  erected  upon  a  tract  of  timber  land 
which  he  had  purchased.  For  twenty  years  they 
resided  in  that  township,  he  giving  his  attention  to 
the  cultivation  of  the  farm  until  at  length,  selling 
out,  he  bought  an  improved  farm  in  Auburn  Town- 
ship, which  continued  to  be  his  home  until  he  re- 
moved to  a  farm  that  he  had  purchased  in  West 
Union  Township.  During  later  years  he  made  sev- 
eral removals,  however,  living  all  the  time  upon 
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farms  until  1888,  when  he  came  to  East  Auburn 
and  embarked  in  the  hotel  business.  He  purchased 
the  Iowa  House  which  is  a.  first-class  hotel,  fur- 
nished with  all  the  conveniences  and  appoiutmenls 
that  add  to  the  comfort  of  the  guests.  In  political 
sentiment  Mr.  Toi)e  is  a  Democrat,  and  takes  some 
interest  in  political  affairs,  lie  has  held  a  number 
of  official  positions  of  trust,  and  is  now  serving  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  is  botii  widelj-  and  favor- 
ably known  throughout  the  county,  and  the  busi- 
ness which  he  novp  has  in  charge  is  in  a  flourishing 
condition. 


>^B 

-='9 


GEORGE  SMIRL,  an  agriculturist  of  Center 
,  Township,  residing  on  section  5,  is  a  self- 
^^^^^  made  man,  and  as  is  the  case  generally  willi 
men  who  make  their  own  way  in  the  world,  he  is  a 
worthy  and  valued  citizen.  He  came  to  this  county 
in  1873  from  Grant  County,  Wis.  He  was  born  in 
St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1830,  and  is  of 
Irish  descent,  his  parents,  William  and  Barbara 
(Reed)  Smirl,  having  botii  been  natives  of  the  Em- 
erald Isle.  In  that  land  they  were  married  and 
soon  afterward,  thinking  to  lienetit  their  financial 
condition,  they  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America 
and  took  up  their  residence  in  St.  Lawrence  Count}-, 
N.  Y.,  where  Mr.  Smirl  died  on  the  7th  of  August, 
18j0.  His  widow,  who  jet  survives  him  is  still 
living  on  the  old  homestead  and  has  reached  her 
ninetieth  year.  In  tiie  family  were  nine  cliildren, 
eight  of  whom  are  still  living,  namely:  John,  who 
is  married  and  resides  in  Grant  County,  Wis.;  Mar- 
garet, now  Mrs.  Downing,  of  Hawkeye,  Iowa;  James 
•who  is  married  and  makes  liis  home  in  St.  Lawrence 
County,  N.  Y.;  George,  of  this  sketch;  Maiy,  now 
Mrs.  Ivery,  of  Southern  Iowa;  Samuel,  a  resident 
of  the  Empire  Stale;  Sarah,  now  Mrs.  Barstow,  of 
Nebraska;  and  Richline,  of  New  York. 

We  have  no  event  of  Sfiecial  importance  to  re- 
cord concerning  the  buyliood  of  our  subject,  who 
in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads  was  reared  to 
manhood.  lie  was  educated  in  a  way  similar  to 
thousands  of  others,  the  advantages  which  he  re- 
ceired  being  those  afforded  by  the  district  schools. 


On  leaving  the  parental  roof  he  began  working  as 
a  farm  hand  and  in  1856,  following  the  advice  of 
Horace  Greeley,  he  started  westward.  After  a  few 
days  of  travel  wc  find  him  in  Grant  County,  Wis., 
where  he  purchased  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  which 
was  Init  partiall}-  improved.  To  its  development 
he  applied  every  energj'  and  in  a  short  time  the 
once  wild  land  was  yielding  him  a  golden  tribute 
for  the  care  and  labor  bestowed  upon  it.  It  was 
also  in  Grant  County  that  he  found  his  wife.  In 
1866  he  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Susanna 
Baker,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a  daughter 
of  David  and  Anna  M.  Baker.  Her  parents  were 
also  born  in  the  Keystone  State  and  about  1857 
removed  to  Wisconsin.  They  are  now  living  in 
Grant  County.  The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smirl 
is  blessed  with  the  presence  of  five  children,  namely  : 
Ida,  Adda,  David  Loring,  George  Leonard  and 
James  K. 

In  1862.  prompted  by  patriotic  impulses  Mr. 
Smirl  offered  his  services  to  the  countr}'  for  three 
years  and  donning  the  blue  became  a  member  uf 
Company  C,  Twentieth  Wisconsin  Infantry.  With 
the  Western  army  he  took  part  in  the  liattle  of 
Prairie  Grove,  the  raid  through  Jlissouri  and  the 
battle  of  Pilot  Knob.  His  health  failing  him  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service,  he  was 
honoraljly  discharged  on  account  of  disaliility  at 
New  Orleans,  in  January,  1864.  From  that  lime 
until  1873,  he  followed  farming  in  Grant  County, 
Wis.  The  latter  year,  however,  witnessed  his  arri- 
val in  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  and  he  i)nrchased  a 
l)artially  inii)roved  farm  of  ninety-four  acres  upon 
which  he  erected  a  good  dwelling  and  barn.  Pros- 
perity has  attended  his  efforts  and  as  his  facilities 
increased  he  extended  the  boundaries  of  his  land 
until  now  one  lumdred  and  seventy-four  acres  pay 
tribute  to  his  care  and  culiivation.  Tlie  improve- 
ments which  he  has  made  greatly  enhance  its  value 
as  well  as  its  pleasing  appearance.  Understanding 
the  business  in  all  its  details  he  displays  good  abil- 
it}-  in  Ihe  management  of  his  farm  and  uses  ever}- 
energy  to  the  best  advantage.  A  stanch  supporter 
of  Republican  principles  he  labors  for  the  interests 
of  his  party,  and  a  friend  to  education  he  has  done 
not  a  little  for  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood, 
especially  while  serying  as  a  member  of  the  School 
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Board.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  Center  Post, 
G.  A.  R.,  of  Randalia.  He  and  his  wife  are  regu- 
lar attendants  at  church  service  but  are  connected 
with  no  religious  denomination.  Their  home  is  a 
hospitable  one,  their  friends  are  many  and  in  tlie 
social  world  they  are  held  in  high  regard. 


♦^^ 


IDMUND  PACKARD  has  for  fifteen  years 
engaged  in  wagon  making  in  ;\Iaynard,  and 
is  accounted  one  of  its  leading  citizens.  He 
was  born  in  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y..  June  17, 
1832,  and  is  the  oldest  in  a  family  of  seven  chil- 
dren, whose  parents  are  Spencer  and  Electa  (Mun- 
ger)  Packard.  The  Packard  family  is  of  Elnglish 
origin,  and  is  among  the  early  families  of  Colonial 
days.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Massa- 
chusetts, April  10,  1808,  but  when  quite  young  his 
parents  removed  to  Eastern  New  York,  locating  ui 
the  midst  of  a  forest,  their  home  being  a  log  cabin. 
Near  Diana,  in  1831,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Munger,  who  was  born  in  the  Empire 
State,  April  11,  1811.  After  many  years  residence 
in  Cattaraugus  Count3-,  they  emigrated  westward 
in  1871,  locating  in  De  Pere,  Wis.,  but  after  two 
years  removed  to  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  where  they 
now  reside.  In  their  family  are:  Edmund;  By- 
ron, who  was  born  August  7,  1834,  and  went  to 
Minnesota,  where,  with  Charles  Walker,  while  con- 
veying a  large  boiler  to  Albert  Lea,  they  lost  their 
way,  and  both  were  frozen  to  death  in  December, 
185G;  Burton,  who  was  born  in  the  year  1838, 
and  married  Adeline  Tisdale,  they  now  residing  in 
Washington,  enlisted  in  Wisconsin,  in  1861,  for 
three  years'  service  as  a  member  of  Company  C, 
Sixth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  joined  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  and  received  a  gunshot  wound  through 
the  thigh  which  necessitated  his  remaining  in  the 
hospital  for  some  time,  after  which  he  veteranized 
and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war;  Louisa,  born 
December  13,  1842,  died  May  14,  1844;  Amelia  L., 
born  November  3,  1845,  was  the  wife  of  Albert 
Truesdale,  of  Matawan,  Mich.;  Leona,  born  ftlarch 
5,  1850,  is  the  widow  of  Loren  Lanpher,  and  re- 
sides in  Kalamazoo,  Mich.;  Ellen  E.,  born  June  10, 


1853,  is   the    wife  of    Llewellyn    Chamberlain,  of 
Michigan. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  West- 
ern New  York,  and  spent  his  boyhood  days  in  the 
usual  manner  of  farmer  lads.  He  desired,  however, 
to  engage  in  some  other  pursuit,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty  was  apprenticed  to  a  carpenter,  serving  a 
term  of  two  years,  lie  then  went  West  and  for  a 
time  worked  as  a  millwright  in  Richland  County, 
Wis.,  after  which  he  followed  the  same  business  in 
various  other  places  in  that  State.  Returning  to  his 
native  count}'  he  was  married  in  18C0,  to  Calista 
Carpenter,  a  native  of  Cattaraugus  Count}',  and  a 
daughter  of  David  and  Marcia  (Mulliken)  Carpen- 
ter, the  father  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  born  Sep- 
tember 24,  1806,  and  the  mother  a  native  of  Ver- 
mont, born  January  7,  1809.  Their  marriage  was 
celebrated  in  New  York,  and  they  became  parents 
of  thirteen  children:  George,  who  died  in  the  Em- 
|)ire  State;  Charles,  whose  death  resulted  from  an 
accident  in  a  sawmill  at  Black  River  Falls,  Wis., 
November  15,  1856;  Calista,  wife  of  our  subject; 
Jesse,  who  died  in  infancy;  Leonard,  who  died  in 
New  York  in  1887,  leaving  a  wife  and  family; 
Adelbert,  who  died  in  New  York,  January  19,  1871 ; 
Eunice,  who  died  in  infancy;  Mary  Eliza,  who  is 
engaged  in  teaching  in  the  high  school  of  Wells- 
ville,  N.  Y. ;  Henry,  who  is  married  and  makes  his 
home  in  Quebec,  Canada;  Melvina,  who  died  in 
infancy;  Wallace,  who  died  in  New  York;  Fidelia, 
wife  of  Herbert  Popple,  died  in  Nebraska  in  1884; 
and  Angeline,  wife  of  A.  Perry,  of  New  York,  com- 
pletes the  family. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Packard  came  West  but 
left  his  wife  in  New  York  until  he  had  prepared  a 
home  for  her.  He  went  to  the  Yankee  settlement 
in  Delaware  County,  Iowa,  now  Edgewood.  and 
engaged  in  carpentering,  but  the  Civil  War  had 
broken  out,  and  feeling  that  his  countrj'  needed  his 
services,  he  responded  to  the  call  for  troops,  enlist- 
ing in  Crawford  County,  Wis.,  in  Companv  A, 
Thirty-Srst  Wisconsin  Infantry,  but  was  transfer- 
red to  Company  K,  of  the  same  regiment  as  fifer. 
He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Peach  Tree  Creek, 
Atlanta  and  Savannah,  was  with  Sherman  on  the 
march  to  the  sea,  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Avery- 
boro,  Bentonville  and  Raleigh,  and  then   with   the 
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Thirty-first  Wisconsin  Infantry  marched  in  tlie  re 
view  at  Washintrton.  He  was  honorably-  discharged 
at  Madison,  Wis.,  July  6,  18G5. 

Mr.  Packard  at  once  returned  to  New  Vorli 
and  removed  to  Delaware  Count}-,  Iowa,  with  his 
family  locating  at  JIdgewood,  where  he  engaged  in 
carpentering  until  18C9.  In  that  year  he  became  a 
resident  of  Masonville,  Iowa,  where  lie  carried  on 
wagon-making  for  two  years,  when  he  returned  to 
Edgewood.  In  that  jilacc^  he  made  his  home  until 
1876,  when  he  came  to  Maynard.  After  carrying- 
on  a  wagon  shop  for  a  time,  he  engaged  in  the 
furniture  and  undertaking  business  for  some  five 
years,  and  then  resumed  his  original  trade.  He 
owns  a  good  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Harlan  Town- 
ship, which  has  been  acquired  through  his  own 
efforts.  He  takes  quite  an  active  part  in  politics, 
and  votes  with  the  Union  Labor  jiarty.  He  is  at 
present  Justice  of  the  Peace,  serving  liis  second 
term,  and  has  also  been  Town  Clerk  and  Township 
Trustee.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Labor  of  iMaynard. 

The  family  of  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Packard  numbers 
four  children:  Cora  F.,  wife  of  Watson  Pajne,  a 
resident  of  Maynard;  Clia]'les  S.,  who  resides  in 
British  Columbia;  Leona  Eugenie,  wife  of  Lewis 
Cowles.  a  resident  farmer  of  Fairfield  Townshi|); 
and  Lottie  Angle  at  home.  The  Packard  Iiouse- 
hold  is  noted  for  its  hospitality,  and  the  members 
of  the  family  hold  a  high  position  in  the  social 
world. 


\Y('AMES  C.  MEARS,  who  is  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  on  section  22,  Harlan  Townshi|), 
has  been  a  resident  of  the  county  since  May 
_  25,  1867.  He  was  born  May  ."),  1839,  in 
Carieton  County,  Canada  West,  and  on  the  paternal 
side  is  of  Irish  descent.  His  father,  John  Mears. 
was  born  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  January  4,  1801, 
and  came  to  America  in  1820.  Several  other  mem- 
bers of  his  family  also  crossed  the  Atlantic.  Patrick 
was  married  in  Ireland,  crossed  the  ocean  and  spent 
his  last  days  in  Watertown,  N.  Y.,  wliere  his  death 
occurred  in  1882.  His  widow  died  in  1881,  in 
Watertown,  and  eight  of  their  eleven  children  sur- 


vived her.  INIicliael  was  also  married  in  Ireland 
and  came  to  this  country  in  1863.  His  wife  died 
in  1882,  but  he  is  now  living  in  Carieton  County, 
Canada,  as  a  pensioner  of  the  British  Government, 
having  for  many  years  been  engaged  in  military 
service  in  his  native  laiHi.  Ann  and  Bridget,  sis- 
ters of  the  father  of  our  subject,  never  crossed 
the  Atlantic.  John  Mears,  as  before  stated,  came 
to  this  country  in  1820,  and  settled  on  a  farm  of 
two  luindicd  acres  in  Canada  West  which  was  cov- 
ered with  heavy  timber.  He  at  once  began  clearing 
it  for  cultivation  and  soon  had  the  entire  amount 
under  the  [ilow,  while  the  value  of  the  farm  was 
greatly  enhanced  by  the  many  improvements  made 
thereon.  He  married  Eliza  Carrison,  May  10, 1823. 
She  was  born  in  London,  England.  Jul}-  2,  180.5, 
and  with  her  parents  emigrated  to  Canada,  in  1820. 
Her  father  was  for  twenty-one  years  a  soldier  in 
the  British  army  and  from  the  time  of  his  dis- 
charge until  his  death  received  a  pension.  He  lo- 
cated on  a  farm  of  one  luuKbed  acres  in  Carieton 
County,  and  died  December  16,  186'J.  Of  his 
chihli-eu,  Mary  Ann  and  Margaret  both  came  with 
their  parents  to  America  but  did  not  hnig  suivive 
their  removal. 

The  children  born  of  the  union  of  John  and 
Eliza  Mears  are  John,  who  w.as  born  in  1821,  and 
died  when  only  three  days  old.  Simon,  who  was 
born  in  Canada,  January  11),  lhi26,  and  wedded 
Mary  Cavanaugh,  by  whom  he  had  a  family  of 
eight  children,  bought  a  farm  of  one  hundred 
acres  which  he  sold  on  removing  to  Grand  Forks 
County,  N.  1)..  wliere  he  now  owns  and  operates  a 
farm  of  eiglity  acres.  Ann,  born  in  Canada  .lanu- 
ary  25,  1828,  married  Patrick  Larkiu,  who  died  in 
1863,  leaving  six  children.  John,  born  January 
15,  1830,  wedded  Mary  Ann  McGinn,  and  removed 
to  Clinton  County,  Iowa,  where  he  bought  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  but  subsequently 
sold  and  now  resides  in  Hurley,  S.  D.  Bv  his  mar- 
riage seven  children  were  born,  four  of  whom  are 
living.  Patrick,  born  September  25,  1831,  owns  a 
farm  of  fifty  acres  in  Canada,  married  Bridget 
\\hallon,  who  with  three  of  their  eight  children  are 
deceased.  Mary,  born  September  5,  1833,  is  the 
wife  of  John  Larkin,  by  whom  she  has  three  chil- 
dren,  and    they    reside    on   a   hundred-acre  farm 


^  %:i   ^^    ^N 
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in  Canada.  Jane,  born  September  1,  1835,  is  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Shanalian  wiio  sold  his  hnndred- 
aere  farm  in  Canada  in  1879,  removed  to  Grand 
Forks  Count}'.  N.  D.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing tliree  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land.  They 
have  a  family  of  ten  children.  Thomas,  liorn 
March  16,  1837,  who  owns  and  operates  fifty  acres 
of  land  in  Canada,  married  Sarah  Waters,  by  whom 
lie  has  four  ciiildren.  .Tames  C,  of  this  si<etcii. 
Margaret,  born  March  11, 1841,  is  the  wife  of  .It)hn 
Powers,  an  agriculturist  of  Canada,  by  whom  she 
has  four  children.  William,  born  April  11,  1843, 
the  husband  of  Lizzie  Burnett  and  the  father  of 
two  children,  owns  a  well-improved  farm  of  eighty 
acres  in  Jefferson  Count}-,  Iowa.  Ivlward,  born 
June  25,  1845,  married  Eliza  Hobbs  and  with  their 
two  children  they  reside  on  a  fine  farm  in  .Jefferson 
County,  Iowa.  George,  born  November  26,  1817, 
a  farmer  of  Canada,  owning  one  hundred  and  ten 
acres,  married  .Sarah  Burns  and  unto  them  have 
been  born  six  children.  The  father  of  this  familj' 
died  Januarj'  12,  1885,  and  the  dealli  of  his  wife 
occurred  on  tiie  1st  .September,  1877. 

The  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  our  subject 
spent  in  his  native  county  and  when  a  young  man 
came  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Fa3'ette  County.  He  was 
married  in.Smithfield  Townshii),  December  20,1869, 
to  Ellen  E.  Harrison,  and  they  at  once  began  their 
domestic  life  upon  a  farm  which  is  still  their  home. 
The  lady  is  a  daughter  of  Simeon  and  Harriet  (Lea) 
Harrison.  Her  father  was  born  in  Leeds,  York- 
shire, England,  and  was  a  machinist  by  occupation. 
He  married  Miss  Lea,  who  was  also  a  native  of 
England.  Her  mother  is  still  living  and  makes  her 
home  in  M.aynard.  Her  brotiier  Thomas,  who  came 
to  America  and  settled  in  Dodge  County,  Wis., 
married  Sarah  Dean.  He  enlisted  in  the  service  of 
his  adopted  country  in  August,  1862,  as  a  member 
of  Company  G,  Thirty-seventh  Wisconsin  Infantry 
for  three  years,  was  mustered  in  at  Camp  Randall, 
at  Madison,  and  was  killed  before  Petersburg. 
Anna,  the  next  younger  of  the  family,  became  the 
wife  of  James  Trotter  and  spent  her  entire  life  in 
her  native  land.  Elizabeth  died  in  England,  at  the 
age  of  fourteen.  Peter  never  came  to  America. 
Edward,  who  married  Martha  Swift,  resides  in 
Nebraska  upon  a  farm  of  eight}-  acres.     Rhoades, 


who  married  Fannie  Dean,  by  whom  he  has  five 
children,  works  at  the  tinner's  trade  in  Tilden,  Neb. 
In  the  family  to  which  Mrs.  Mears  belongs  there 
are  George,  who  was  born  in  England,  .July  30, 
1840,  became  a  resident  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  where 
he  followed  his  trade  of  an  engineer  and  then  re- 
moved to  Waterloo,  Wis.,  whei'e  he  engaged  in 
farming.  He  now  owns  and  operates  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres  in  Smithfield  Township.  He  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Louisa  Kanney  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren. Eliza,  who  was  born  in  Wisconsin,  is  now 
deceased. 

Mrs.  Mears,  wife  of  our  subject,  was  born  Janu- 
ary 6,  1840,  and  when  seven  years  of  age  accom- 
panied her  family  on  their  removal  from  Waterloo 
to  Adams  County,  Wis.  As  before  stated  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mears  upon  their  marriage,  settled  on  their 
present  farm  but  its  boundaries  have  since  been 
extended  until  it  now  comprises  two  hundred  acres 
of  arable  land  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation." 
Their  pleasant  home  is  a  commodious  residence 
24x28  feet,  two  stories  in  height  and  near  it  are 
good  barns  and  outbuildings  which  in  turn  lie  in 
the  midst  of  well  cultivated  .'ields.  Dairying  and 
general  farming  are  the  principal  industries  of  the 
owner  who  is  accounted  one  of  the  leading  farmers 
of  the  community.  He  and  his  wife  are  held  in 
high  esteem  by  those  who  know  them  and  their 
children  are  favorites  in  social  circles.  The  daugh- 
ter, Ada  A.,  who  was  born  February  1,  1869,  is 
now  teaching  school  in  ilistrict  No.  9;  and  George 
S.,  born  August  8,  1872,  is  at  home. 

When  his  adopted  country  was  in  the  midst  of 
civil  war  Mr.  Mears  offered  his  services  in  defense 
of  the  Union,  enlisting  in  Company  B,  Seventy- 
fifth  Illinois  Infantry, and  was  mustered  in  at  Dixon, 
III.  The  regiment  was  assigned  to  tlie  Army  of 
the  Cumberland  on  the  8th  of  October,  1862,  took 
part  in  the  hard  fought  battle  of  Perryville,  Ky., 
where  the  Union  forces  held  their  ground  but  the 
rebels  retreated  under  cover  of  darkness  after  night 
fall.  Our  subject  received  a  severe  wound  in  the 
left  hip  and  was  taken  to  hospital  No.  12,  in  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  where  he  remained  until  April,  1863, 
when  he  returned  to  his  regiment,  which  was  de- 
tailed as  train  guard  for  a  train  that  conducted 
supplies  from  Murfreesboro,  Teun.,  to  the  army  at 
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tlie  front.  Moving  on  to  Tennes.see,  the  regiment 
took  part  in  the  engagement  at  Looiioiit  Mountain, 
November  IG,  18G3,  and  was  in  ail  the  battles  of 
tlie  Atlanta  campaign,  beginning  May  5, 18C4,  and 
ending  at  Lovejoy,  Cia.,  .September  2,  1864,  and 
then  the  important  battles  at  Franklin,  Tenn.,  and 
Nashville,  Tenn.  On  the  close  of  the  vvar  Mr. 
Mears  received  iiis  discharge  July  1,  1865,  in  Clii- 
cago.  He  had  faithfully  served  the  Union  and 
bore  off  the  honors  of  a  gallant  soldier. 


-^^ 


fOHN  S.  SCHROYER,  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  residing  on  section  19,  Union  Town- 
ship, was  born  in  Northumberland  County^ 
^^//  N.  Y.,  August  27,  1835,  and  is  a  son  of 
Adam  Sebroyer,  who  vvas  born  in  Center  County, 
I'a.,  in  1805.  He  married  Christina  Ilgen,  who  was 
born  in  the  same  county  in  1806  and  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Luther  Albright  Ilgen,  a  minister  of  the 
German  Lutheran  Church  and  a  soldier  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary- War.  When  our  subject  was  a  lad  of 
four  summers,  Adam  Schroyer  removed  with  his 
family  from  Xortluimberlaml  County,  N.  Y.,  to 
Center  County,  Pa.,  and  two  years  later  emigrated 
westward,  locating  in  Stephenson  County,  III. 
About  1840  the  family  became  residents  of  (ireen 
County,  Wis.,  where  in  1868,  the  death  of  the 
father  occurred  and  in  18G2  his  wife  passed  away. 
In  the  family  were  five  sons  ami  tiiree  daughters: 
Lewis,  the  eldest,  died  in  Skidmorc,  Nodaway 
County,  Bio.,  May  22,  1890.  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Robert  Ferguson,  is  living  in  Little  Rock,  Ark.; 
Emmanuel  of  West  Union,  married  and  had  two 
children  and  after  the  deatli  of  his  first  wife,  wed- 
ded Adelaide  Soper,  l)y  whom  he  has  nine  chil- 
dren; Catherine  became  the  wife  of  Daniel  Kepler 
who  died  in  California  in  1865,  after  which  his 
widow  married  Samuel  Soper.  They  have  four 
chiklren  and  reside  in  Green  County,  Wis.;  John 
S.  is  the  fifth  in  order  of  liirth;  F'ranklin,  born  in 
1840,  married  Jjillie  Cowan,  by  whom  he  has  four 
children,  and  resides  in  Nodaway  County,  Mo.; 
James,  born  in  1842,  married  F^ilizabeth  Dewitt,  of 
Jasper  County,  Iowa,  where  they  reside  with  their 


family  of  eight  children;  Angeline,  the  youngest, 
was  born  in  1844,  married  Alvinsy  Thatcher  and 
resides  in  West  I'nion.  They  have  three  children. 
Our  subject  was  a  lad  of  fourteen  years  when  he 
became  a  resident  of  Green  County,  Wis.,  where 
he  was  reared  to  manhood,  spending  his  time  in 
the  usual  manner  of  fanner  lads.  After  attaining 
his  majority,  he  was  married  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1856,  to  Miss  Nancy  Jane  Chilton,  daughter  of 
Joshua  and  Nancy  (Brazzle)  Chilton,  Her  father 
was  born  in  AMrginia,  December  11,  1799,  and  was 
a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  enlisting  as  a  private 
when  but  twelve  years  of  age.  Her  mother  was 
born  in  Sangamon  County,  111.,  where  the  marriage 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chilton  took  place.  In  their 
family  were  seven  children,  one  son  and  six  daugh- 
ters: Perditta,  horn  March  .^l.  1829,  became  the 
wife  of  Richard  Parriott  of  Stephenson  Count3', 
III.,  and  died  on  the  22d  of  November,  1882,  after 
rearing  a  family  of  ten  children;  Alvira,  born  July 
31,  1832,  married  David  Wells,  who  died  many 
years  ago  and  she  passed  away  September  1 1,  1884, 
leaving  six  children.  Mary  Ann,  born  .September 
11,  1837,  wedded  M.  L.  Wells,  who  died  in  Chad- 
roii.  Neb.,  October  16,  1889.  They  had  four 
children,  two  of  whom  are  now  living.  Thomas 
M.,  born  April  29,  1841,  married  I'riscilla  Rush 
and  resides  in  Wheeler  County,  Tex.  Of  their 
nine  children  five  are  now  living.  Lucy  Catherine, 
born  July  15,  1843.  is  the  wife  of  C.  A.  Weed,  of 
Randalia,  Iowa,  and  two  children  lived  to  bless 
their  union.  Priscilla  P.,  wife  of  George  .Savage, 
was  born  .lune  20,  1845,  and  died  F'ebruary  2, 
1868,  leaving  a  daughter  who  was  named  for  her 
grandmother,  bj'  whom  she  was  reared  to  woman- 
hood. She  is  now  the  wife  of  John  Debolt  of 
Nebraska,  and  the  mother  of  three  children. 

.Since  Fcbrnar}-,  1865,  when  with  his  family  he 
left  Green  County,  Wis.,  Jlr.  .Schroyer  has  been  a 
resident  of  Faj'ette  County,  Iowa.  He  first  located 
on  a  farm  two  miles  east  of  West  Union  and  in  1867 
removed  to  his  present  farm  on  section  19,  ITnioii 
Township.  He  is  enterprising  and  (irogressive  as 
his  home  with  its  entire  surroundings  |)lainly  indi- 
cates. He  owns  a  fine  stock  farm  of  two  hundred 
and  eleven  acres  within  two  miles  of  West  Union, 
upon  which  have  been  erected  good  buildings  and 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


585 


a  fine  residence.  In  1889  he  liarvested  twenty 
three  thous.and  bushels  of  oats,  sixteen  thousand 
bushels  of  corn  and  one  hundred  and  fifteen  tons 
of  hay ;  and  marketed  thirty-three  fat  hogs,  valued 
at  $700  and  cattle  to  the  value  of  $400.  Mr.  Sehroy- 
er  is  a  Republican  in  polities  and  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church. 

Their  family,  numbering  eigiit  children,  consists 
of  George  Clayborn,  who  was  born  March  7,  1858, 
and  is  still  living  on  the  homestead  farm;  Anna 
Eliza,  was  born  August  20,  1860,  and  is  the  wife  of 
L.  A.  Palmer  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  Dallas  Joshua, 
born  June  27,  1863,  died  November  6  of  the  same 
year;  Ida  Catherine,  born  March  21,  1861,  is  liv- 
ing at  home;  William  Levi,  born  June  10,  1867,  is 
at  home;  Ella  May,  born  December  29,  1870,  died 
November  10,  1871;  Etta  Jane,  born  August  8, 
1874,  is  attending  school ;  and  Thomas  Guy,  born 
February  11,  1878,  completes  the  family. 


s^EORGE  H.  MOREHOUSE,  of  Brush  Creek, 
is  descended  from  a  family  of  English 
Av  JJI  origin.  His  grandfather,  George  Morehouse 
Sr.,  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  P]ngland.  about  1791. 
and  in  his  boyhood  learned  the  weaver's  trade 
which  members  of  his  famil}'  had  followed  from 
generations  remote.  He  also  worked  on  a  farm 
and  as  be  was  forced  to  earn  his  own  livelihood  at 
a  tender  age,  his  educational  advantages  were 
necessarily  limited.  He  married  Harriet  Enblow 
from  New  Castle-upon-Tyne  and  followed  his  trade 
in  )iis  native  laud  until  1850,  when  in  the  spring 
he  came  to  America  with  two  of  his  children,  while 
three  other  members  of  the  family  lemained  in 
England  where  the  mother  had  died  about  1832. 
They  landed  at  New  York  and  at  once  went  to 
Kenosha  County,  Wisconsin,  settling  only  ten  miles 
from  the  State  line.  He  rented  land  and  there 
engaged  in  farming  until  his  death  in  the  spring  of 
1851.  In  his  social  relations  he  was  an  Odd  Fellow 
and  was  a  good  business  man.  His  children  were 
as  follows:  Elizabeth  who  came  to  America,  wed- 
ded James  H.  Wright,  of  Putnam  Township,  and 
died  in  this  county;  William,  Ann  and  Francis,  all 


of  whom  remained  in  England;  John,  father  of  our 
subject,  and  Frederick  G.,  to  whom  we  are  indebted 
for  these  facts  concerning  the  family  history. 

John  and  Fred  both  learned  the  weaver's  trade 
when  lads  of  ten  and  nine  j'ears  and  were  educated 
at  niglit  scliools  after  working  hard  all  through  the 
day.  John  came  to  America  in  the  fall  following 
his  father's  arrival,  and  afterward,  in  company 
with  Fred,  rented  land  in  Wisconsin  which  they 
operated  until  1854,  when  they  came  to  Iowa, 
locating  on  section  4,  Putnam  Township.  After 
about  ten  years  eacli  purchased  about  eighty  acres 
of  wild  land  on  section  26,  Scott  Township.  At 
tlie  time  of  their  arrival  in  the  county  there  was  a 
single  house  in  Brush  Creek.  In  1884  John  More- 
house sold  his  property  in  Scott  Township  and 
returned  to  his  old  farm  in  Putnam  Township 
where  he  made  his  home  until  shortly  before  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  Fairfield  Township,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-eight  years.  He  was  married  mi  this 
county  about  1864  to  Mrs.  Henrietta  Querren,  a 
native  of  German^',  where  she  was  first  married. 
By  that  union  she  had  four  children  and  by  the 
second  two  sons. 

Mr.  Morehouse  was  a  leading  citizen  of  the  com- 
munity and  took  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs. 
He  was  a  Republican  in  politics  in  early  life,  and 
afterwards  a  Greenbackcr,  and  for  twelve  years 
served  as  Constable  in  Scott  Township. 

George  II.  Jlorehouse  is  proprietor  of  the  St. 
Cloud  livery  stable  of  Brush  Creek.  His  entire  life 
has  been  spent  in  this  county,  where  he  was  born 
December  25,  1864.  During  his  bo3-hood  anil  youth 
he  h.id  such  opportunities  of  securing  an  education 
as  are  common  to  farmer  lads — those  afforded  by 
the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  In  aiding 
his  father  he  became  familiar  with  all  farm  work, 
but  has  chosen  to  give  his  attention  to  other  business 
interests.  However,  he  engaged  in  farming  until 
October,  1890,  when  he  took  charge  of  the  St.  Cloud 
livery  stable,  the  leading  stable  in  Brush  Creek.  This 
stable  is  well  equipped  and  its  manager  is  winning 
for  himself  commendation  as  a  successful  and  enter- 
prising business  man.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics 
and  a  worthy  citizen. 

At  West  Union,  on  the  9th  of  April,  1886,  Mr. 
Morehouse  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Edna 
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Smith,  daughter  of  Hiram  Smith,  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  this  coiiutj'.  The  lady  was  a  native  of 
Fayette  County,  anil  died  after  a  short  wedded  life 
of  little  over  two  years,  on  tlie  29th  of  November, 
1888,  leaving  a  little  daughter,  Nellie. 


//^  HARLES  C.  rAKKEH,  M.  1).  having  prae- 
llf^_^  liced  medicine  in  Fayette  County  longer 
^^^7  than  any  other  in  active  practice,  and  hav- 
ing contributed  not  a  little  to  the  growth  and 
development  of  the  county,  deserves  more  than  a 
passing  mention  in  tiiis  volume.  He  was  born 
September  12,  1823,  in  Clermont  County,  Ohio, 
and  is  a  son  of  the  Rev.  Daniel  and  Priscilla 
Parker.  To  Eben  A.  Parker,  his  brother,  a  worthy 
member  of  the  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  bar,  we  are 
indel)ted  for  the  most  of  the  ancestral  histoiy  in 
this  .sketch.  About  1644  there  came  from  Will- 
shire,  England,  to  America,  live  brothers  of  the 
name  of  Parker — Abraham,  .Tacob,  James,  Josejjh 
and  John,  locating  in  Woburn,  Mass.  They  bo- 
longed  to  a  family  of  military  renown  as  is  evinced 
from  its  coat  of  arms  which  the  brothers  brought 
with  them  to  this  country.  The  second  brother, 
Jacob  is  the  founder  in  America  of  the  branch  of 
the  family  to  which  Dr.  Parker  belongs.  Having 
moved  to  Chelmsford,  Jacob  died  in  1669,  leaving 
a  family  of  nine  children,  the  third  of  whom, 
Thomas,  settled  in  Maiden,  Mass.,  and  built  a 
mansion  on  what  is  still  known  as  the  old  Parker 
homestead  and  pointed  out  as  one  of  the  historic 
spots  in  that  city.  He  lived  to  be  sevent5'-nine 
years  of  age  and  his  wife  seventy-five.  Of  their 
ten  children  David  was  the  fourth.  He  wedded 
Mary  Upham,  who  bore  him  twelve  children,  and 
his  death  occurred  at  the  age  of  fifty  years,  his 
wife  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine.  Their  fourth 
child,  William,  married  Mary  Warner,  of  Glouces- 
ter. This  worthy  couple  are  the  grandparents  of 
Dr.  Parker. 

William  Parker  was  a  cabinet-maker  by  trade, 
and  for  the  products  of  his  labor  found  a  ready  sale 
in  the  West  Indies,  thus  securing  an  ample  income. 
In  1787  he  purchased  eleven  hundred  and  seventy- 


three  aeres  of  land  in  what  was  then  known  as  the 
"Ohio  Company's  Purchase,"  though  he  did  not 
move  westward  until  the  following  year.  Loadins: 
his  family  and  effects  into  a  private  conveyance 
and  bidding  farewell  to  kindred,  friends  and  civili- 
zation, he  went  forth  to  meet  the  dangers  and 
endure  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life.  Upon  reach- 
ing W^estcrn  Pennsylvania  it  w.is  thought  best  to 
make  a  halt,  but  as  no  house  could  be  found  to  live 
in.  a  pioneer  allowed  him  the  use  of  his  sheep  pen. 
where  he  remained  a  month.  The  Indian  wars 
preventing  a  forward  movement,  he  rented  land 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  then  bought  a  small 
farm  in  the  -'forks  of  Yough."  In  the  year  1802 
he  again  started  for  his  pi(;neer  purchase,  which 
was  a  vast  unbroken  forest.  This  move  was  made 
by  tlatboats,  which  served  as  a  home  until  a.  cabin 
could  be  built  near  Leading  Creek,  now  in  Meigs 
County,  Ohio.  They  had  eleven  children,  the 
most  of  whom  were  reared  amid  the  scenes  of  fron- 
tier life.  He  was  possessed  of  the  hardihood  and 
daring  requisite  in  the  pioneer,  and  his  wife  of  all 
that  could  grace  the  Christian  character.  She  died 
when  fifty-eight  years,  and  he  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
one. 

The  fifth  child  of  the  above-mentioned  family 
and  the  father  of  our  subject,  the  Rev.  Daniel 
Parker,  was  born  August  7,  1781,  in  Newburyport, 
Mass.  Being  but  seven  years  of  age  when  his  parents 
removed  to  Western  Pennsylvania,  he  had  very 
limited  educational  advantages,  but  by  reading  and 
private  study  he  became  a  well-informed  man, 
especially  in  the  Scriptures.  In  his  father's  shop 
he  had  learned  the  cabinet-maker's  trade,  and  soon 
after  reaching  his  majority  set  up  in  business  with 
very  small  capital  in  Kyger  Bottom,  Gallia  County, 
Ohio.  It  was  while  there  that  he  embraced  Chris- 
tianity, and  from  that  time  until  his  death,  with 
his  means,  tongue  and  pen,  he  did  his  utmost  to 
advance  the  Master's  cause.  Feeling  it  his  duty 
to  preach  the  Gospel,  he  settled  up  his  business 
affairs  and  in  the  winter  of  18C5  began  that  work. 
He  at  first  united  with  the  Halcyon  Church.  This 
was  a  body  of  earnest  Christian  enthusiasts,  believ- 
ing in  "the  speedy  approach  of  the  Messiah's  latter- 
day  kingdom."  Its  organization  was  temporary. 
Not  realizing  their  expectations,  in  the  fvdflllment 
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of  prophesy,  its  members  drifted  into  other  Evan- 
gelical denominations,  and  Mr.  Parker,  after  some 
j'ears,  became  convinced  that  the  Bible  does  not 
teach  endless  punishment,  but  instead,  the  final 
restoration  to  holiness,  and  therefore  to  happiness, 
of  all  mankind,  and  preached  according  to  such 
belief,  independent  of  any  church  organization, 
chiefly  in  Ohio  and  Western  Pennsylvania,  and  in 
Kentucky.  Later  in  life  he  was  Pastor  of  the  First 
Restorationist  Church  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  At 
first  he  was  misunderstood,  maliciously  misrepre- 
sented and  cruelly  persecuted,  but  his  labors  were 
crowned  with  success,  and  many  enemies  became 
friends,  and  a  few  even  of  the  ministers  in  ortho- 
dox churches  extended  to  him  Christian  fellowship 
on  better  acquaintance. 

In  Campbell  County,  Ky.,  October  24,  1816, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  I'arker  married  Mrs.  Priscilla  Ring, 
daughter  of  Hugh  and  Priscilla  (Thomson)  MuUoy. 
Her  father  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  arose 
to  the  rank  of  First  Lieutenant — his  commission 
being  in  the  handwriting  of  Gen.  fieorge  Washing- 
ton— was  with  Kthan  Allen  at  the  capture  of  Ft. 
Ticonderoga,  witnessed  the  surrender  of  Bur- 
goyne  and  was  a  Revohitionarj'  pensioner  until  his 
death.  Priscilla  Mulloy  was  born  in  Litchfield, 
Me.,  Ma3'  18,  1793,  and  her  first  husband  having 
been  lost  at  sea  she  wedded  the  Rev.  Mr.  Parker. 
In  1818  he  purchased  a  tract  of  about  ninety-two 
acres  of  land  in  Clermont  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
spent  the  most  of  his  remaining  days,  days  devoted 
to  the  liberation  of  mankind  from  moral  and  phy- 
sical servitude.  He  approved  the  plan  of  coloniza- 
tion as  the  means  of  abolishing  slavery — and 
lectured  for  that  society — but  seeing  that  its  lead- 
ing apostles,  Bushrod  Washington,  Madison  and 
Clay,  failed  to  thus  free  their  own  slaves,  he  became 
convinced  that  some  other  method  would  have  to 
be  adopted;  hence  he  became  a  confirmed  Aboli- 
tionist. In  all  his  labors  he  was  ably  assisted  by 
his  wife,  a  woman  of  intelligence,  prudence  and  the 
deepest  piet}-.  The  question  of  educating  their  chil- 
dren was  one  of  the  highest  moment.  As  there 
was  no  school  of  a  higher  grade  in  this  section  they 
decided  to  establish  one  on  their  own  premises  and 
at  their  own  expense.  They  therefore  sent  their 
eldest  son,  James,  to  college  to  prepare  him  for  con- 


ducting the  school.  By  much  labor  and  sacrifice  they 
erected  a  suitable  building  in  1839.  The  institution 
was  christened  Clermont  Academy  and  was  carried 
on  without  charter,  trustee  or  public  support. 
Young  men  and  women  of  all  classes  and  faith 
were  attracted  thither  and  it  proved  an  inestimable 
blessing.  Their  own  children,  numbering  six  sons 
and  two  daughters,  were  thus  enabled  to  acquire 
a  good  education.  On  the  22d  of  March,  18G1 ,  the 
Rev.  Daniel  Parker  passed  away  ;  his  estimable  wife 
survived  him  thirteen  years,  dying  September  4, 
1874. 

Dr.  Parker,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  is  the 
fourth  child  in  order  of  birth  of  this  worthy  couple. 
Aside  from  the  excellent  training  received  at 
home  he  was  chiefly  educated  at  the  academy 
founded  by  his  brother.  After  leaving  school  he 
spent  a  few  years  in  teaching  and  then  turned  his 
attention  to  the  medical  profession.  In  1845  he 
began  the  study  of  medicine  under  Dr.  William 
.Johnson,  of  Moscow,  Clermont  County,  Ohio,  and 
five  years  later  was  gr.aduated  from  Starling  Medi- 
cal College,  at  Columbus,  Ohio.  He  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession  at  his  old  home,  and  in 
1852  was  chosen  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  in  the 
above  medical  college. 

On  the  4th  of  October,  1853,  Dr.  Parker  mar- 
ried Miss  Sarah  M.  Lakin,  of  Point  Pleasant,  Ohio, 
who  was  a  daughter  of  William  Lakin,  a  veneral)le 
pioneer  Methodist.  She  also  was  a  lifelong  mem- 
ber of  that  church  and  died  in  the  faith  in  which 
she  was  reared  on  the  3d  of  December,  1888,  after 
a  ha|)py  wedded  life  of  thirty-five  years.  Of  their 
six  children  but  three  arc  now  living.  Those  de- 
ceased are:  Sarah  P.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven 
years;  Carrie  R.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
years;  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  The  living 
are:  The  Rev.  Daniel  M.  Parker,  a  Methodist 
minister  belonging  to  the  Upper  Iowa  Conference; 
Charles  L.,  who  has  been  for  the  past  eight  years  a 
real-estate  dealer  and  banker  of  Bathgate,  N.  Dak., 
but  now  of  Neihart,  Mont.;  and  .Tames  D.,  a  medi- 
cal student  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.  The}-  are  all 
graduates  of  the  Upper  Iowa  University. 

Such  were  the  labors  and  confinement  in  the 
medical  college  that  Dr.  Parker  on  account  of 
failing  health,  was  compelled  to  resign  his  position. 
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In  1855  he  came  to  Fayette,  which  then  consisted 
of  eight  liouses.  Since  that  time  he  has  made  tliis 
liis  home  and  has  devoted  himself  assiduously'  to 
the  practice  of  his  profession  with  but  little  inter- 
ruption. In  tiie  fall  of  1861  he  entered  the  Twelfth 
Iowa  Infantry  as  Surgeon,  and  was  at  the  capture 
of  Fts.  Henry  and  Donelson,  and  at  the  battle  of 
Pittsburg  Landing.  Immediately  after  the  last 
engagement  he  was  compelled  to  resign  in  conse- 
quence of  ill-health.  Returning  home  he  resumed 
practice.  At  the  close  of  the  war  Dr.  Parker  was  a|)- 
pointed  a  member  of  the  Pension  Examining  Board 
and  has  held  the  position  since  with  the  exception  of 
four  shoit  years  of  Democratic  rule  from  1884 
until  1888.  In  1870  he  was  selected  one  of  the 
Trustees  to  organize  the  Iowa  Hospital  ft)r  the 
Insane  at  Independence,  serving  four  \ears.  He 
was  made  a  member  of  the  first  Board  of  Trustees 
for  the  Upper  Iowa  University  in  185G.  and  has 
held  the  position  almost  continuously  to  date.  He 
has  always  taken  a  laudal)le  interest  and  pride  in 
the  institution,  and  in  its  earlier  years  gave  con- 
siderable gratuitous  instruction  in  the  natural 
sciences.  He  has  been  a  close  student  all  his  life, 
keeping  well  up  with  the  progress  of  his  profession. 
For  thirty-five  years  he  has  practiced  in  this  county 
and  as  a  physician  and  surgeon  has  won  more  than 
a  local  reputation. 


,.^.A.^.;. 


'lY/  ACOB  C.  MILLKR,  a  retired  farmer  and  one 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  Brush  Creek,  is  a 
self-made  man  and  the  history  of  his  life 
1^^  will  be  of  interest  to  many  of  our  readers. 
For  eighteen  years  lie  has  been  a  resident  of  this 
county  and  is  therefore  well  known  among  its  citi- 
zens. i)f  Irish  and  English  descent  he  inherits 
some  of  the  best  qualities  of  both  races  which 
causes  him  to  gain  the  regard  of  all  with  whom  he 
comes  in  contact.  He  was  born  in  Washington 
County,  Ind.,  April  21,  1822,  and  is  a  son  of  Jesse 
and  Lydia  (Smith)  Miller,  the  former  a  native  of 
New  York  and  tlie  latter  of  Virginia.  His  paternal 
great-grandparents  were  married    in    Dublin,    Ire- 


land, and  five  of  their  sons,  including  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  served  in  the  War  of  the 
Revolution.  The  Smith  family  is  of  English  origin 
and  the  maternal  grandfather  also  fought  for  inde- 
l)endcnce.  The  Miller  family  has  certainh'  been 
well  represented  in  their  country's  struggles,  for  in 
the  succeeding  generation  we  find  the  father  of  our 
subject  carrying  a  musket  in  the  War  of  1812. 
Subsequently  he  emigrated  to  Washington  County, 
Ind.,  where  be  met  and  married  Miss  .Smith,  and 
tiiere  were  born  unto  them  five  children.  In  1832 
they  removed  to  La  Fayette  County,  Wis.,  where 
six  more  children  were  added  to  the  family.  Dur- 
ing the  first  six  weeks  of  their  stay  in  that  county 
they  lived  in  a  fort  or  rather  a  double  log  house 
used  as  such,  for  Black  Hawk  was  on  the  war  path. 
They  had  to  defend  their  lives  with  the  rifle  and 
bayonet  and  some  fifty  or  sixty  men  fell  before  the 
treacherous  Indians.  As  soon  as  possible  Mr.  Mil- 
ler gave  his  attention  to  farming,  and  he  also  had 
the  first  contract  for  carrying  the  mail  from  Galena, 
III.,  to  Southwestern  Wisconsin.  His  wife  died  in 
that  State  about  1877,  and  shortly  afterwards  he 
removed  to  Southwestern  Mi-ssouri,  where  his  death 
occurred  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years.  Both 
were  members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  were 
highly  respected  citizens,  and  in  political  sentiment 
he  was  a  Democrat. 

Jacob  C.  Miller  is  their  eldest  child.  He  was 
reared  to  farm  life  and  during  his  boyhood  had 
but  little  chance  to  secure  an  education,  having  to 
walk  four  miles  to  and  from  school,  which  he  could 
only  attend  during  tlie  winter  season  as  his  services 
were  needed  at  home  upon  the  farm  in  the  summer 
months.  Like  a  dutiful  son  he  assisted  his  father 
until  he  attained  his  majority  and  almost  entirely 
upon  him  devolved  the  task  of  improving  and  cul- 
tivating the  land.  In  1816  he  returned  to  W.ash- 
ington  County,  Ind.,  on  a  visit,  and  while  there,  on 
the  14th  of  November,  wedded  Sarah  J.  Fultz,  who 
was  born  in  that  county  January  4.  1832,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Joshua  and  Eliza  (Schrier)  Fultz,  who 
emigrated  from  Peimsylvania  to  Washington 
County,  Ind.,  at  an  early  day.  With  his  bride  Mr. 
Miller  returned  tj  Wisconsin  and  u|)()n  a  farm  they 
began  tlicir  domestic  life.  Thirteen  children  came 
to  bless  their  lioMic   but  some  have   passed    away: 
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Susannah,  the  eldest,  is  the  wife  of  William  Powell, 
a  resident  of  Brush  Creek;  Ellen  is  the  wife  of 
William  Bridgeman  who  is  located  in  Floyd 
County,  Iowa;  Eliza  J.,  is  the  wife  of  Tiiomas  Mor- 
ris, a  resident  farmer  of  Putnam  Township;  Allen 
married  Maggie  McFarland,  and  is  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  in  Scott  Township;  Angeline 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years;  Josephine  is 
the  wife  of  John  Kinniburg  of  Strawberry  Point ; 
Heni'y  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years;  Charles 
married  Alice  Barrow  and  their  home  is  in  Ana- 
mosa,  Iowa;  Anthony  D.,  is  a  carpenter  of  Brush 
Creek;  George  is  employed  as  fireman  on*  the  rail- 
road; Jay  is  also  a  railroad  employe;  Sadie  is  at 
home;  and  Ollie  is  the  wife  of  James  Crunk,  of 
Smithfield  Township. 

After  following  farming  for  three  years  in  Wis- 
consin, Mr.  Miller  rented  his  land  and  for  ten  years 
engaged  in  rafting  lumoer  down  the  Wisconsin  and 
Mississippi  Rivers  to  markets  along  those  streams, 
having  sometimes  to  go  as  far  as  St.  Louis  before  he 
found  a  purchaser.  He  then  returned  to  his  farm  and 
followed  that  occupation  until  1 872, when  he  came  to 
Iowa  and  located  on  a  farm  on  section  32,  Smithfield 
Township,  devoting  himself  assiduously  to  its  care 
and  cultivation.  Thus  it  became  one  of  the  best 
farms  in  the  community-  and  he  vacated  it  only  in 
1889  when  he  tiecided  to  retire  from  business  life 
and  removed  to  Brush  Creek.  .Since  casting  his 
first  vote  for  James  K.  Polk,  he  has  been  a  sup- 
porter of  Democratic  principles  and  since  1854  has 
been  a  Mason. 


^S^J#^l-4e^^ 


'UGUSTZILMER  engages  in  farming  and 
stock-raising  on  section  31,  Center  Town- 
ship. We  also  find  him  in  the  front  rank 
of  every  enterprise  calculated  to  uijbuild 
and  benefit  the  communit3'.  Man)'  have  longer 
been  residents  of  the  county  but  none  are  more 
favorably  known  and  his  fellow-townsmen  speak  of 
him  in  terms  of  honest  praise.  He  was  born  in 
Teplitz.  by  Stuttgart,  Germany,  in  1841,  and  was 
the  third  in  a  famil}-  of  four  children  born  to  Got- 
lieb  and   Lottie  (Butt)   Zilmer.      In   1854,  accom- 


panied bj'  their  family  they  crossed  the  broad  Atlan- 
tic and  effected  a  settlement  in  Green  County, 
Wis.,  where  Mr.  Zilmer  devoted  himself  to  the 
cultivation  of  a  rented  farm.  His  death  occurred 
in  1862,  and  his  wife  died  in  1870.,  Of  their 
family,  William  is  married  and  resides  near  Hawk- 
eye;  Augusta  is  now  Mrs.  Miller  of  Monroe,  Wis.; 
August  is  the  next  younger;  and  Mena  is  now  Mrs. 
Beckman  of  Colorado. 

We  pass  by  the  boyhood  days  of  our  subject  as 
his  minority  was  spent  in  the  usual  manner  of 
farmer  lads;  he  attended  the  common  schools  of 
Wisconsin  in  the  winter  season  and  aided  in  the 
labors  of  the  farm  throughout  the  summer  months. 
He  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  twenty- 
two  years  of  age  when  he  began  life  for  himself. 
An  important  event  occurred  in  his  life  about  that 
time.  In  1863,  in  Monroe,  Wis.,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Louise  vSchmidt,  a  native  of 
Germanj',  and  a  daughter  of  Gotlieb  and  Caroline 
(Liutt)  Schmidt,  who  were  born  in  the  same  land 
and  with  their  children  came  to  this  country  in 
1863.  They  too  located  in  Wisconsin  but  subse- 
quently came  to  Fayette  County,  where  the  motlier 
died  in  1870.  Mr.  Schmidt  is  living  in  the  eiglity- 
first  year  of  his  age  and  makes  his  home  with  his 
daugh  ter. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Zilmer  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  a  farm  in  the  Badger  State,  removing  thence 
to  Iowa  in  1878.  In  Center  Township,  this  county 
he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  raw  land  but  that  he 
subsequently  sold  and  made  purchase  of  his  pres- 
ent farm  comprising  one  hundred  and  eighty -nine 
acres  of  highly  cultivateil  and  improved  land. 
Since  that  time  he  has  added  to  it  improvements 
to  the  value  of  $2,500  in  buildings.  His  barn  is 
one  of  the  best  in  the  township  and  evcr3thing  else 
is  in  keeping  with  it.  He  is  progressive  and  enter- 
prising and  the  work  of  his  hands  h.as  gained  him 
a  comfortable  competence.  He  also  raises  consid- 
erable stock,  making  a  specialty  of  Holstein  and 
Durham  cattle. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Zilmer  have  been  born  a 
large  family,  but  of  their  twelve  children  onlj'  five 
are  now  living — Ida,  now  Mrs.  Kruf  of  Fremont 
Township;  Henry,  John,  Freddie  and  Lena.  Emma 
died  in  1880,  at  the  age   of  seven   years   and  six 
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months  aii'l  the  others  died  in  infancy.  The  par- 
ents are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  con- 
tribute liberally  to  its  support.  Mr.  Zilmer 
manifests  considerable  interest  in  jjolitical  affairs 
and  at  the  [loils  supports  the  Democratic  party. 


■€~*H^- 


?INLFA'  SMITH,  a  leading  farmer  and  early 
settler  of  Fayette  County,  now  residing  in 
Fa3'et'.,e,  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio, 
April  17,  1833,  and  is  a  son  of  Solomon  and  Re- 
becca (Crawford)  Smith,  lioth  of  whom  were  born 
in  Ohio,  near  Wheeling,  ^'a.,  the  former  on  the 
17th  of  June,  180G,  andllie  latter  on  the  14th  of 
September,  1800.  They  weie  married  in  their 
native  SCtite  in  182.5,  and  have  now  been  keeping 
house  together  for  sixt3'-five  years.  The  wife  and 
mother  is  at  this  writing  ninety'  years  of  age  and 
her  husband  in  his  eighty-fifth  year.  Both  are  in 
the  enjoyment  of  good  health  and  they  make  their 
home  in  Medina  County,  Ohio,  where  they  settled 
about  183G.  Mr.  Smith  has  two  brothers  and  ci 
sister  living  and  his  wife  has  one  Iirother  and  a 
sister,  her  brother  being  novv  ninety-two  years  of 
age.  On  the  father's  side  the  family  is  of  Irish 
and  Pennsylvania  Dutch  descent,  while  the  Craw- 
fords  are  of  Scottish  lineage.  The  figures  show 
them  to  be  a  hardy,  long-lived  race. 

Finle3'  Smith  was  brought  up  on  a  heavily  tim- 
bered farm  in  his  native  State  and  attended  the 
public  schools.  From  childhood  he  was  trained  to 
habits  of  industry  and  frugalitj'  and  obliged  to 
make  his  own  wa}-  in  the  world.  Every  dollar  he 
received  he  had  to  earn.  On  the  1 7th  of  April, 
1852,  be  left  home  for  Wisconsin  and  spent  the 
summer  in  farm  work  in  Dodge  County,  near  Col- 
umbus, of  that  State.  In  November  following  he 
came  to  Iowa,  arriving  in  Fayette  on  the  29th  of 
that  month.  On  the  journey  he  was  accompanied 
by  a  man  who  was  traveling  with  an  ox-team  and 
driving  some  cows.  On  his  arrival  in  this  county 
Mr.  Smith  worked  at  whatever  he  could  find  to  do, 
whereby  he  might  earn  an  honest  dollar,  and  in 
the  winter  of  1853-54  he  entered  one  hundred  acres 
of   land,  on  section    1,  Smithlield   T(jwnship,   also 


l)urchasingan  additional  eighty  acres  of  timber  land. 
This  farm  he  improved  as  his  finances  admitted 
and  in  1860  built  a  house  thereon. 

On  the  1st  of  .lune,  1864,  Mr.  Smith  and  Miss 
Sarah  Adams,  an  orphan  daughter  of  .lohn  and 
Frances  Adams,  were  united  in  marriage,  the  union 
being  celebrated  in  Westfleld  Township.  The  lady 
was  born  in  Kane  County,  III.,  December  14,  1841, 
and  came  to  Iowa  in  1858.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith 
have  five  children  living  and  have  lost  one.  Alden 
Y.,  the  eldest,  born  November  20,  1865,  died  in 
Colorado  of  typhoid  fever,  October  11,  1888; 
Minnie  M.,  born  October  6,  18G7;  Marj'  Myrtle, 
November  20,  1869;  Vida  C,  November  19,  1875; 
Frances  Rebecca,  December  28,  1879;  and  Edith 
Ivy,  January  26,  1883.  All  were  born  in  Smith- 
field  Township  on  the  old  home  farm. 

In  politics  Mr.  Smith  is  a  Democrat,  nas  served 
two  terms  as  Trustee  of  Sniithflcld  and  is  now  a 
member  of  the  City  Council  of  F.ayette.  He  is  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason,  belonging  to  Pleiades  Lodge, 
No.  248,  A.  F.  it  A.  M.,  and  Ansel  Humphreys 
Chapter,  No.  80,  R.  A.  M.  He  continued  his  resi- 
dence on  the  farm  until  March  14,  1888,  when  he 
removed  to  the  city  with  his  familj',  the  better  to 
educate  bis  children.  He  still  owns  the  old  home- 
stead farm,  together  with  several  others,  aggre- 
gating eight  hundred  .acres,  all  of  which  lie  in 
Fayette  County,  excepting  two  hundred  and  twelve 
acres  in  Clayton  County.  In  the  spring  of  1889 
Ml-.  Smith  helped  to  organize  the  Fa^'ette  Creamery 
Association,  of  which  he  has  since  been  Vice-Pres- 
ident. He  is  essentially  a  self-m.ade  man.  He  left 
home  with  but  a  trifle  of  his  earnings  up  to  that 
time  and  when  he  crossed  the  Mississippi  River  his 
assets  amounted  to  just  $113.  On  his  arrival  in 
this  county  he  worked  at  splitting  rails  at  50  cents 
a  hundred.  There  were  just  two  houses,  the  homes 
of  the  Robertson  brothers,  where  the  present  uni- 
versity town  of  Fa3-ette  stands.  In  order  to  get 
on  faster  than  the  farm  admitted  of  he  worked  at 
threshing  for  seventeen  seasons.  He  accumulated 
a  large  property  until  he  is  now  rated  among  the 
most  prominent  and  successful  farmers  of  Fa3'ette 
County.  He  has  always  devoted  considerable  atten- 
tion to  growing  and  feeding  cattle  and  hogs,  besides 
raising  good  horses.     lie  now  stocks  his  several 
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farms  and  keeps  a  general  supervision  of  them. 
In  the  nuiltiplicity  of  business  transactions  in  which 
Mr.  Smith  has  been  concerned  with  his  fellow-citi- 
zens of  Iowa,  he  h.as  alvva3'S  been  found  prompt, 
upright  and  of  unquestioned  integrity.  There  are 
but  few  of  the  very  earliest  settlers  of  Fayette 
County  left  to  tell  the  story  of  pioneer  (Lays,  and  it 
is  with  pleasure  that  the  writer  pays  this  tribute  to 
one  so  worthy  as  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 


C.  SMITH,  who  owns  a  good  farm  on 
section  15,  Union  Township,  is  numbered 
among  the  honored  pioneers  of  the  county. 
He  was  born  in  Warren  Countj-,  Ind., 
September  4,  1841,  and  is  descended  from  good  old 
Revolutionar}"  stock.  His  great-grandfather  was  of 
Knglish  birth  and  from  his  native  land  emigrated 
to  America  prior  to  the  War  for  Independence,  in 
which  he  served  as  a  recruiting  officer.  He  was  a 
Virginian  planter  and  his  son  Daniel  was  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject.  He  was  born  and 
reared  in  Virginia  and  served  in  the  War  of  1812. 
In  18.3(!  he  removed  to  Indiana,  and  in  Warren 
County  spent  his  last  days,  dying  in  185;:!.  His 
son  George,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Virginia  September  6,  1812,  spent  the  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth  on  his  father's  farm  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  common  schools.  Hav- 
ing emigrated  to  the  West,  he  w.as  married  to  Miss 
Louisa  Drake  in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  about  1830. 
The  lady  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1813  and 
was  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Drake,  a  Metho- 
dist minister.  The  young  conple  began  their  do- 
mestic life  on  a  farm  in  Indiana,  and  in  1847 
removed  to  Green  County,  Wis.,  whence  they 
carue  to  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  in  tlie  .spi-ing  of 
1849,  locating  in  Union  Township.  At  that  time 
there  was  but  one  house  marked  the  site  of  the 
present  city  of  West  Union  and  the  entire  county 
was  almost  in  its  primitive  condition.  Air.  .Smith 
procureil  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  wild 
prairie  land  wiiicli  lie  developed  into  a  fine  farm, 
upon  which  he  made  his  home  until  called  to  his 
fin.al  rest  in    1873.     His  vvife  died  in  1853,  leaving 


seven  children  —Edward  II.,  the  eldest,  died  in  Mis- 
souri; Nanc}'  A.  is  deceased;  A.  C.  is  next  in 
order  of  birth;  Elizabeth,  Commodore  and  Will- 
iam A.  are  also  deceased;  and  Charles  W.  is  liv- 
ing in  West  Union.  After  the  death  of  the  mother 
of  this  family,  Mr.  Smith  was  again  married,  his 
second  union  being  with  Rosina  Butler,  who  be- 
came the  mother  of  a  large  family  and  is  still  living 
on  the  old  homestead.  Mr.  Smith  held  various 
township  oltices,  was  a  highly  respected  citizen 
and  a  most  active  worker  in  the  Methodist  Church. 
The  first  Methodist  Conference  of  this  part  of  the 
county  was  held  at  his  home,  and  he  was  liberal 
in  support  of  the  cause  and  an  untiring  worker 
for  its  interests. 

Our  subject  w.as  a  Lad  of  eight  summers  when 
brought  by  his  parents  to  Iowa.  He  acquired  his 
education  in  the  West  Union  schools,  walking  two 
and  a  half  miles  each  morning  and  evening.  At 
the  early  age  of  fourteen  years  he  began  life  for 
himself,  working  as  a  farm  hand  in  the  neighbor- 
hood until  August,  18G1,  when  he  enlisted  for  the 
late  war  as  a  member  of  Company  F,  Ninth  Iowa 
Infantry.  The  first  important  movement  in  which 
his  regiment  w.as  engaged  was  in  the  campaign 
against  Price  in  Missouri  and  Arkans.as,  termina- 
ting in  tiie  battle  of  Pea  Ridge,  in  which — its  first 
battle — the  regiment  lost  half  its  men.  Mr.  Smith 
was  shot  in  the  knee  and  still  carries  the  rebel  lead. 
His  wound  necessitated  his  remaining  in  the  hos- 
pital from  March  until  August,  18G2  when,  rejoin- 
ing his  regiment,  he  took  part  in  Sherman's  assault 
on  Vicksburg.  Our  forces  were  there  repulsed  and 
the  Ninth  Iowa  Regiment  soon  afterward  moved 
on  to  Arkansas  Post,  wliei'e  they  won  a  victory. 
Next  it  took  part  in  the  movements  under  Grant 
which  ended  in  the  surrender  of  Vicksburg  and 
the  capture  of  Jackson,  Miss.  These  important 
battles  and  campaigns  seemed  but  the  primary 
school  for  the  regiment.  When  Roseiicrans  was 
held  in  ChaLtaiujoga,  Tenu.,  the  Ninth  was  among 
the  troops  sent  to  relieve  him,  and  there  they 
took  part  in  the  battle  above  the  clouds  known  as 
the  battleof  Lookout  Mountain,  underGen.  Hooker, 
in  which,  our  subject  relates,  they  could  see  the 
play  of  lightning  l)elow  them.  Then  came  the 
battle  of  Missionary  Ridge,  followed  by  the  engage- 
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raent  at  Ringgold,  Ga..  and  in  1864  Mr.  Smith  re- 
enlisted  as  a  veteran.  He  was  with  his  regiment 
at  Kenesaw  Mountain  and  the  battle  of  Atlanta, 
being  on  the  skirmish  line  where  MePherson  was 
killed.  After  the  capture  of  Atlanta  he  took  part 
iu  Sherman's  famous  march  to  the  sea,  then  through 
the  Carolinas  to  I'etersburg  and  Richmond,  and 
after  tiie  surrender  of  Lee  marciied  with  Sherman's 
veterans  in  review  at  Washington,  where  for  hours 
"wave  on  wave  of  buyonet-crested  blue"  swept 
through  the  streets  and  by  the  President's  stand. 
He  was  discharged  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  in  .Tuly, 
1865. 

Immediately  returning  to  his  home  at  the  close 
of  the  war,  Mr.  Smith  spent  about  a  year  in  Fay- 
ette County,  and  iu  1866  went  to  Nevada,  where 
he  w.is  emploj'ed  in  a  quartz  mill  during  tlie 
greater  part  of  the  time  for  three  years.  In  1869 
he  returned  to  this  county  and  purchased  forty 
acres  of  land,  having  since  m.ide  his  home  within 
its  borders. 

The  same  year  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Amanda  Sacridcr,  a  native  of  Ohio, 
of  German  descent,  and  unto  them  have  been  born 
four  children — William  C,  September  18,  1870; 
Glen,  .June  22,1872;  Stella.  July  26,  1879;  and 
A.  Cliff,  November  28,  1888.  Since  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Smith  has  devoted  his  energies  to  farm- 
ing during  the  greater  part  of  the  time,  but  lived 
for  about  five  years  in  West  Union,  during  which 
time  he  engaged  in  tiie  insurance  business.  (le  now 
operates  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  and 
his  home,  with  its  entire  surroundings,  indicates 
bis  thrift  and  enterprise.  A  respected  citizen,  he 
has  been  honored  with  a  number  of  local  offices, 
for  four  j'ears  served  as  Assessor  of  West  Union 
Township,  and  for  two  years  was  Assessor  in  the 
city  of  West  Union.  In  early  life  Mr.  Smith  was 
a.  Republican  and  cast  liis  first  vote  for  President 
Lincoln  while  in  the  army.  lie  continued  to  sup- 
port that  i)arty  until  voting  for  Greeley,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  a  Democrat  and  a  strong 
opposer  of  protective  tariff.  In  the  interests  of  his 
party  he  is  an  indefatigable  worker,  and  during 
the  time  he  served  as  Chairman  of  the  Count}' 
Democratic  Committee  he  conducted  a  campaign, 
in  which  three  Democratic  candidates  were  elected 


in  a  strong  Republican  county.  He  has  served  as 
a  delegate  to  Congiessional  conventions  and  is 
widely  known  in  political  circles.  Socially  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  lodge  and  Abernethy 
Post,  No.  18.  G.  A.  R.,  of  West  Union.  His  war 
record  is  a  brilliant  one.  In  manj'  of  the  most 
important  engagements  he  participated,  and  ever 
faithful  to  his  duty  followed  the  old  flag  to  vic- 
tory. AVith  the  same  fidelity  he  discharges  his 
duties  of  citizenship  and  has  won  for  himself  a 
place  among  the  best  people  of  the  county. 


=i^^- 


Y  HARLES  WINTHROP  STRONG,  a  well-to- 


do  farmer  and  stock-raiser  living  on  sec- 
tion 9,  Illyria  Township,  claims  Ohio  as  the 
State  of  his  nativity.  He  was  born  in  Huron 
Count}',  .Tune  1,  1837,  and  was  the  third  in  a 
family  of  five  children,  three  of  whom  are  yet  liv- 
ing. His  parents,  Pelatiah  and  lantha  (Boalt) 
Strong,  emigrated  in  early  life  with  their  respective 
families  to  Erie  County,  Ohio,  where  they  were 
married  and  made  their  home  for  some  time, 
removing  thence  to  Huron  Count}',  and  afterwards 
taking  up  their  abode  in  Henry  County.  The  year 
1854  witnessed  the  arrival  of  the  family  in  F.ayette 
County,  Iowa,  but  after  a  residence  of  eleven  years 
in  this  State  Mr.  Strong  and  his  wife  returned  to 
Erie  County,  Ohio,  where  his  death  occurred  at 
the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  She  is  still  living 
in  that  county  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years 
and  is  a  strong  adherent  of  the  Presbyterian  faith. 
Mr.  Strong  followed  farming  throughout  life  and 
iu  jjolitics  suptJorted  the  Whig  and  afterwards  the 
Republican  party. 

Charles  Winlhrop  Strong,  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch,  spent  his  boyhood  da}S  in  Huron  and 
Henry  Counties,  Ohio,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
accompanied  his  parents  to  Iowa.  He  remained 
under  tl;e  parental  roof  until  after  his  marriage, 
which  was  celebrated  on  the  24th  of  December,  1857. 
He  wedded  Elvira  C.  Talcott,  who  was  born  in 
Lake  County.  Ohio,  .lune  20,  1837,  and  is  a  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  early  families  of  this  county, 
her  parents,  Asa  and  Caroline  (Newcomb)  'I'alcott, 
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having  settled  beie  when  Iowa  was  consiilered  a 
frontiei  State.  Some  two  years  after  liis  marriage, 
Mr.  Strong  purcliased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land  that  was  covered  with  brush,  but  he  at  once 
began  clearing  it  and  still  owns  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  the  amount — a  well  improved  tract. 
His  financial  standing  in  the  community  is  due  to 
his  own  efforts  and  he  deserves  not  a  little  credit  for 
his  success,  being  numbered  among  the  prosperous 
farmers  of  the  county.  As  a  citizen  he  is  true  to 
every  duty  devolving  upon  him  and  every  trust 
reposed  in  him,  and  for  several  terms  acceptably 
and  faithfully  filled  the  office  of  Township  Trustee 
and  other  public  positions.  He  cast  his  first  Pres- 
idential vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln  and  has  since 
been  an  advocate  of  Republican  principles. 

The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Strong  numbers 
five  children,  as  follows:  Alma  F.,  who  is  now  the 
wife  of  Edward  Talcott,  a  resilient  of  Harlan  Town- 
ship; Mary  L  who  married  Leonard  Humphrey  and 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  j'ears  leaving  a  little 
daughter,  Mamie;  Clara  B.  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eleven  months;  Minnie  F'.,  wife  of  F.  M.  Baldwin, 
a  resident  farmer  of  Illyria  Township;  and  Charles 
L.  at  home.  Mr.  Strong  has  taken  a  laudable  pride 
in  educating  Iiis  children,  and  his  daughters  who 
have  reached  mature  years,  have  all  been  suc- 
cessful teachers  and  do  credit  to  the  training  of 
their  |)arents. 


<>||AMES  HOLROYD.  Among  the  few  re- 
maining early  pioneers  of  Jefl'crson  Town- 
ship, must  be  mentioned  the  worthy  English- 
American  citizen  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch,  and  who  has  been  a  resident  of  this  town- 
ship for  nearly  thirty-seven  years  without  change 
of  location.  He  has  a  pleasant  home  in  Oelwein 
and  the  friends  who  gather  about  him  arc  many. 
He  Was  born  in  the  town  of  Colon  Bridge.  Kirk 
Eton,  Yorkshire,  England,  on  the  28th  of  April, 
1812,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Hannah  (Jessup) 
Holroyd,  who  were  also  natives  of  Yorkshire.  His 
father  was  born  in  Colon  Bridge,  Kirk  Eton,  De- 
cember 19,  1780,  and  was  a  son  of  Isaac  Holroyd, 


a  poor  but  highly  respected  citizen  of  that  town. 
About  181 1,  John  Holroyd  married  Miss  Hannah 
Jessup,  who  was  born  in  Colon  Bridge,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Matliew  Jessup  of  Kirk  Eton,  Y''ork- 
shire.  They  became  parents  of  nine  children,  of 
whom  three  died  in  infancy.  The  others  are  James 
of  this  sketch;  Elizabeth  who  married  Robert  Range- 
le)'  and  died  in  England;  John,  who  is  married  and 
makes  his  home  in  Manchester,  England;  William, 
who  married  and  died  near  Huddersfield,  England; 
Anna  who  became  the  wife  of  a  Mr.  Saddler  and 
died  in  England;  and  Isaac  who  died  at  the  age  of 
two  years.  The  mother  of  this  family  died  in  her 
native  land  February  6,  1862,  her  husband  surviv- 
ing her  several  j'ears. 

After  he  bad  attained  a  sufficient  age  James  Hol- 
royd learned  the  weaver's  trade  and  in  Kirk  Eton 
Church  on  the  26tli  of  June,  1834,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Charity  Hepworth,  who  was 
born  March  22,  1815,  her  parents  being  Henry  and 
Mary  Hepworth  of  Clifton,  Y'orkshirc.  Two  chil- 
dren were  born  of  their  union:  Henry,  who  was 
born  in  England,  October  17,  1843,  married  BHss 
May  Webster  and  is  a  resident  of  Oelwein;  and 
Jolin,  who  was  born  October  1,  1848,  in  England, 
died  May  15,  1849,  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  while  the 
family  were  on  their  way  to  the  West.  Mr.  Hol- 
royd emigrated  from  England  to  America  in  the 
spring  of  1  846,  and  arrived  in  Wisconsin  in  May 
of  that  year.  He  settled  on  a  farm  near  Burling- 
ton, Racine  County,  where  he  made  his  home  until 
the  spring  of  1854,  when  he  removed  to  Fayette 
,  County,  Iowa.  Here  he  purchased  the  land  on 
which  he  now  lives.  The  original  owner  was  Bene- 
dict Belt  who  had  just  erected  a  log  bouse  and  be- 
gan breaking  the  prairie,  so  that  Mr.  Holroyd  may 
be  said  to  have  taken  the  land  in  its  primitive  con- 
dition. He  has  one  hundred  acres  in  the  homestead 
and  thirty  acres  in  timber.  Two  railroads  cross  the 
farm,  thus  reducing  the  acreage  from  the  oiiginal 
area  and  a  portion  of  his  farm  lies  within  the  thriv- 
ing city  of  Oelwein  and  has  becomequite  valual)le. 
He  once  was  owner  of  one  hundred  and  ninety 
acres  but  a  portion  of  this  he  sold  to  his  son  Henry. 

In  1876  Mr.  Holroyd  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  his  wife  who  died  on  the  25th  of  November. 
She   was  a  most  estimable   lady  and  a  member    of 
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the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church.  On  the  29th  of 
Jul^',  1878,  lie  was  married  to  his  present  wife, 
then  Mrs.  Ann  Bentley,  widow  of  Enos  Bentley,  and 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Ann  (Isabel)  Potter.  Mrs. 
Holroyd  was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y., 
July  25,  1825,  and  married  Samuel  Styles,  de- 
ceased, by  whom  she  has  two  sons :  Milo  married 
Miss  PlKt'be  Jones,  and  died  July  5,  1887,  while 
Henry,  the  younger,  is  single  and  resides  in  Aurora 
County,  S.  D.  Mrs.  Holroyd  is  a  member  of  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church. 

In  iiolitics,  Mr.  Holroyd  is  a  Republican,  feels 
an  interest  in  political  affairs  and  has  held  a  num- 
ber of  township  offices.  When  he  first  settled 
upon  his  farm  there  were  less  than  a  dozen  families 
in  the  whole  township,  wild  game  was  abundant, 
and  the  surroundings  had  all  the  aspects  of  a 
wilderness  just  opening  to  civilization.  Almost 
every  one  of  his  neighbors,  so-called  in  those  days, 
although  living  miles  apart,  who  were  heads  of 
families,  have  either  moved  away  or  been  called  to 
that  land  from  whence  no  traveler  returns.  His 
own  residence  is  now  in  the  suburbs  of  a  thrifty 
railroad  town  which  has  sprung  into  existence 
wiliiin  half  the  period  of  his  term  of  residence 
here.  lie  has  led  a  busy  useful  life  and  has  b)' 
industry  and  frugality  .accumulated  a  good  proper- 
ly, while  the  purity  and  integrity  of  his  character 
commands  the  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 


\1^UBEN  PERKINS,  one  of  the  well-to-do 
L*^  farmers  of  Fairfield  Township,  living  on 
tii  fl^^  section  14,  h.as  been  a  resident  of  the  county 
since  1851,  covering  a  period  of  forty  years. 
As  he  w.as  then  but  seven  years  of  age  he  has  jirac- 
tically  spent  his  entire  life  in  this  community. 
However  Iowa  is  the  Slate  of  his  nativity,  his  birth 
having  occurred  in  Jackson  County,  September  28, 
1810.  His  father,  Calvin  Perkins,  w.as  born  in 
Belmont  County,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  until  he 
had  attained  his  majority,  when  he  emigrated  west- 
ward to  Illinois  going  thence  to  Jackson  Count}', 
where  he  entered  land  near  Maquoketa.  A  short 
lime  afterwards  he  went  to  Missouri  spending  seven 


years  in  Monroe  County  and  rn  June,  1 851,  became  a 
resident  of  this  county.  He  entered  most  of  the 
land  comprising  section  14,  Fairfield  Township, 
and  afterwards  increased  his  possessions  until  he 
was  owner  of  eleven  hundred  acres.  Each  year 
saw  more  of  this  tract  under  cultivation  for  Mr. 
Perkins  was  an  industrious  and  energetic  man  and 
by  his  own  efforts  and  the  assistance  of  his  sons 
much  of  the  wild  prairie  was  transformed  into  fer- 
tile fields.  The  little  log  cabin  which  he  built  is 
still  standing,  one  of  the  few  landmarks  that  re- 
main to  show  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in 
the  past  forty  years.  He  died  May  28,  1884,  and 
in  his  death  the  county  lost  one  of  its  best  citizens, 
a  man  noted  for  his  progressive  and  enterprising 
spirit  and  the  commendable  interest  which  he  took 
in  everything  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity. He  was  married  in  Jackson  County  about 
1838,  to  Edith  Scott,  a  native  of  Indiana,  whose 
parents  were  early  settlers  of  Jackson  County. 
She  died  February  8,  1883,  one  year  before  the 
death  of  Mr.  Perkins.  Their  eldest  child,  a  bo}-. 
died  in  youth;  Thankful,  the  second,  is  the  wife  of 
Killen  Voshell,  a  resident  farmer  of  Fairfield  Town- 
ship; Ruben  is  the  next  younger;  John  is  a  farmer 
of  W.ashinglon ;  Sarah  is  deceased  ;  Noah  lives  in  this 
county;  Warren  lives  in  Washington;  Phrania  is  the 
wife  of  N.  Barnes  of  Brush  Creek;  Jane  is  a  resident 
of  West  Union;  Philip  is  located  in  Washington; 
and  Leander  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in 
Fairfield    Township. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our  sub- 
ject who  in  his  youth  received  but  limited  school 
privileges  yet  he  has  made  himself  a  well-informed 
man  b}'  reading  and  study  in  leisure  hours.  He 
was  reared  to  farm  life  and  also  learned  surveying. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  began  working  for 
himself  and  in  July,  1869,  was  joined  in  wedlock 
wiili  Sarah  Henseley,  a  rciireseutative  of  one  of  the 
oldest  families  in  the  county.  Her  brother  Dan 
was  the  first  white  child  born  in  Fayette  County, 
and  a  sketch  of  the  family  is  given  elsewhere  in 
this  work.  Mrs.  Perkins  was  boin  in  Fayette 
County,  and  died  on  the  5th  of  Septemlier,  1884, 
leaving  eight  children — Caroline,  born  July  20, 
1866,  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  Wallenbaugh  living  near 
Wadena;  ICnuna,  born  Blay   21,   18G8,   is   now   de- 
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ceased ;  Andrew,  born  January  23.  1870;  Wari'en 
H.,  January  9,  1872;  Clinton,  July  1,  1874;  Eliza- 
beth, November  9,  1876;  IMinnie,  July  16,  1878; 
and  Cordelia. 

When  Mr.  Perkins  began  fanning  for  liimself  he 
operated  forty  acres  of  land  wbicli  his  father  had 
dee<led  iiim  when  he  was  nine  j-ears  of  age.  His 
farm  now  com|)rises  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
and  Ills  residence  is  a  fine  briclv  dwelling  conven- 
iently arranged  and  tastefully  furnished.  In  con- 
nection with  the  growing  of  those  products  which 
are  adapted  to  our  soil  and  climate,  lie  raises  Poland 
China  hogs  and  Durham  cattle,  and  in  this  branch 
of  his  business  has  been  quite  successful,  so  much 
90  that  he  is  now  numbered  among  the  substantial 
citizens  of  the  community.  He  proudly  cast  his 
first  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1864  and  was  a 
Republican  until  the  rise  of  the  Greenbacli  party. 
Later  he  voted  with  the  Democracy,  but  is  now 
convinced  that  the  Republican  party  is  based  upon 
true  principles  of  government  and  gives  it  liis 
hearty  endorsement  and  support  on  election  days. 
The  hardsliips  and  privations  of  pioneer  life  were 
not  unknown  to  Mr.  Perliins;  he  overcame  as  far 
as  possible  all  disadvantages  of  his  youth  and  ear- 
lier years,  and  steadily  woiked  his  way  upward, 
gaining  the  commendation  of  friends  and  acquain- 
tances. 


-v3- 


,ROF.  HENRY  EBENEZER  HURD,  Prin- 
,.  cipal  of  the  Business  College  and  Professor 
of  book-keeping  and  commercial  law  in  the 
Upper  lovva  University,  is  the  senior  profes- 
sor in  the  above  institution.  He  is  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State,  having  been  born  in  Herkimer 
County,  June  25,  1843.  He  is  of  English  and 
Scotch-Irish  lineage,  and  has  inherited  the  strong 
physical  build  of  the  former  and  the  quick  mental 
activity  of  the  latter  people.  His  grandfather, 
Ebenezer  Ilnrd,  emigrated  from  Connecticut  to 
Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  where  the  father  of  the 
Professor,  Dr.  A.  E.  Ilurd,  was  born.  The  Doctor 
prepared  himself  for  the  medical  profession  first  at 
Fairfield,  N.  Y.,  and  later  at  Albany.  In  an  earl}' 
day  he  emigrated    to  Illinois,    where  he   married 


Miss  Persis  Brown,  a  native  of  Massachusetts. 
Soon  after  his  marriage,  the  Doctor  returned  with 
his  young  wife  to  his  native  State  but  in  1884  they 
again  sought  a  home  in  Illinois,  locating  in  Ogle 
County. 

Prof.  Hurd,  who  is  the  second  of  a  family  of 
seven  children,  six  sons  and  a  daugliter,  was  but  a 
year  old  at  the  time  of  the  removal  to  Illinois. 
When  seventeen  years  of  age  we  find  him  enrolled 
as  a  student  at  Wheaton  College.  On  the  17th 
of  May,  1864,  Prof.  Hurd  joined  the  One  Hundred 
Thirty-second  Illinois  Infantry,  and  followed  the 
old  flag  until  October  17,  when  he  was  honorably 
discharged.  In  December,  1864,  he  entered  East- 
man's Commercial  College,  of  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. 
In  1867,  he  came  to  this  city  and  established 
Hurd's  National  Business  College  of  the  Upper 
Iowa  University,  at  the  head  of  which  he  has 
since  stood.  He  has  taken  an  active  part  in  build- 
ing up  the  University,  and  the  finances  of  the  in- 
stitution have  been  under  his  charge.  Since  1874 
there  have  been  built  three  large  edifices. 

On  the  2d  of  February,  1871,  Prof.  Hurd  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Henrietta,  daughter 
of  Hon.  H.  S.  Brunson,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  Tlie  lady  was  born  in  La 
Fayette  County,  Wis.,  March  24,  1845,  and  by 
their  union  they  have  one  child,  a  daughter,  Persis 
J.  The  Professor  and  his  wife  are  also  rearing 
two  interesting  little  girls,  his  brother's  children. 
He  is  an  earnest  worker  in  the  cause  of  temperance 
and  when  the  prohibitory  amendment  was  before 
the  people  of  Iowa,  labored  untiringly  for  its 
adoption. 


INER  PAIGN,  one  of  the  original  propri- 
etors and  still  an  extensive  real-estate  owner 
of  Oelwein,  where  he  makes  his  home,  is  a 
pioneer  of  Fayette  County  of  1853.  He 
was  born  in  the  township  of  Cold  Spring,  Catta- 
raugus County,  N.  Y.,  August  6,  1833,  and  is  a  son 
of  Stephen  and  Wealthy  (Miner)  Paign.  Upon  his 
father's  farm  he  was  reared  until  the  age  of  fifteen. 
In    1848    he   left   his    parents   and   went   to  Kane 
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County,  111.,  where  he  resided  until  1853,  when  he 
came  to  Iowa.  After  spending  a  year  working  in 
a  sawmill  in  Auburn  he  took  up  his  residence  on  a 
tract  of  land  just  north  of  Fayette,  which  he  had 
entered  on  coming  to  the  county.  He  was  married 
in  the  townsliip  of  Windsor  on  the  14tli  of  May, 
1854,  the  lady  of  his  clioice  being  Miss  Hannah  E. 
Howe,  who  was  born  in  Washtenaw  County,  Mich., 
March  10,  1833,  and  with  her  parents,  Isaac  and 
Sarah  J.  (Beers)  Howe,  came  to  Iowa  in  185'^!,  the 
family  locating  in  Windsor  Townsliip.  The  fatlier 
was  born  in  Poultney,  Rutland  County,  A't.,  October 
11,  1795,  and  died  February  12,  1878.  Her  mother 
was  born  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  December  25,  1797, 
and  died  April  2,  1870. 

Mr.  Paign  continued  farming  near  Fayette  until 
1858,  when  he  sold  his  property  and  bought  a  stage 
line,  the  route  covering  the  distance  between  Earl- 
ville,  Delaware  County,  and  Decorah,  Winnesheik 
County.  He  carried  on  business  until  tlie  siuing 
of  1861,  when  war  having  been  declared  he  sold 
out  and  entered  the  army.  Enlisting  May  20, 
1861,  he  became  a  member  of  Company  F,  Third 
Iowa  Tnfantr}',  and  served  until  December  of  the 
same  year  when  he  was  discharged  for  physical 
disability,  resulting  from  disease  contracted  in  the 
service.  When  he  entered  the  army  he  weighed 
one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  and  when  he  was 
discharged  his  weight  was  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  pounds.  During  the  period  of  his  soldier 
career  he  participated  in  several  minor  engage- 
ments, and  on  his  return  from  the  army  was  unable 
to  conduct  any  sort  of  business  or  to  do  any  labo- 
rious work  for  several  years.  In  1869  he  embarked 
in  hotel  keeping,  operating  the  Gerard  House  of 
Gerard,  Clayton  County,  for  one  year.  In  1870 
he  purchased  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Jefferson 
Township  and  devoted  himself  to  its  cultivation 
for  two  years.  When  tlie  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids 
&  Northern  Railroad  was  built  through  the  town- 
ship, he  gave  the  right  of  w.ay  through  his  farm. 
The  station  of  Oelwein  was  established  jiartly  on 
his  land  and  in  1873  he  laid  out  his  first  addition, 
consisting  of  eleven  aerres,  on  which  an  impoitant 
section  of  the  business  part  of  the  city  now  stands. 
The  tract  is  bounded  on  the  west  by  Frederick 
street  and  on  the  south  by  Charles  street.     In  1888 


he  laid  out  a  second  addition  containing  thirty  lots 
and  the  necessary  streets  and  on  the  loth  of  Sep- 
tember, 1890,  platted  a  third  addition  of  eight 
acres,  making  forty-three  lots,  of  which  he  has  sold 
twenty-six.  Two  months  later  he  laid  out  a  fourth 
addition  of  nine  acres,  making  forty-one  lots,  which 
he  has  but  just  placed  on  the  market.  Mr.  Paign's 
city  proi)erty  is  conveniently  located  near  the  busi- 
ness center  of  the  town  and  its  schools,  making  it 
desirable  property  for  homes  and  also  for  business 
locations. 

Six  children,  three  sons  and  three  daughters, 
were  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paign,  but  all  are 
now  deceased  with  the  exception  of  one  daughter: 
Hannah  Rt)zetta,  born  March  17,  1857,  died  Sep- 
tember 1,  1860;  Frank,  born  August  5,  1858,  died 
January  24,  1877;  Clifford  M.,  born  November  27, 
1860.  died  November  11,  1870;  Rosa  Virginia, 
born  October  5,  1862.  died  August  20,  1863;  Clara 
May,  born  April  21,  1864,  is  now  the  wife  of  Alfred 
Hockings,  of  Oehveiu;  Charles  Isaac,  born  January 
27.  1869,  died  May  3,  1872.  The  son-in-law,  Mr. 
Hockings,  was  born  in  Jefferson  Township,  this 
county,  in  June,  1 862,  and  by  his  union  with  INIiss 
Paign  three  children,  daughters,  were  born.  The 
two  younger,  Nellie  Beryle  and  Hazel,  are  living. 
Frankie,  the  eldest,  died  at  the  age  of  three  years. 
Mrs.  Payne  was  brought  up  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Episcopal  Church  and  is  an  estimable  lady, 
highly  respected.  In  polities,  51  r.  Paign  is  inde- 
pendent. He  is  a  member  of  the  Oelwein  School 
Board,  in  which  eapacil}'  he  has  served  for  six  years 
and  is  also  a  member  of  the  present  City  Council 
and  has  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  fourteen 
years.  Ho  belongs  to  Columbia  Lodge,  No.  83,  A. 
O.  I'.  W.,  and  is  a  member  of  (iritlith  Post,  No. 
134,  G.  A.  R. 


^,  ATIIAN  B.  SEARLES  is  the  owner  of  a  fine 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine  acres 
^,  situated  on  section  2,  Bethel  Township,  and 
in  this  county  he  has  made  his  home  for  thirty-six 
years,  witnessing  its  growth  and  progress  and  aid- 
ing materially  in  its  development.     He  was  born 
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in  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  August  11,  1821, 
and  is  the  ninth  in  the  family  of  eleven  childien, 
whose  parents  were  William  and  Poll}'  (Billings) 
Searles.  The  Searles  family  is  of  Welsh  origin  and 
was  founded  in  America  by  the  paternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  who  leaving  his  home  in 
Wales,  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  New  World, 
settled  in  the  New  York  colonj',  and  took  part  in 
the  Revolutionary  War.  William  Searles,  the  father, 
was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  born  in 
the  Empire  State,  in  February,  1782,  made  farming 
his  life  occupation  and  died  in  1850.  His  wife, 
who  was  born  in  Connecticut  in  178.'>,  was  of  Irish 
descent  and  survived  her  husband  several  years. 
In  their  family  were  Clark,  who  died  in  New  York 
about  1872;  Oliver,  who  is  married  and  resides  in 
Washington  County,  N.  Y.;  Dennis,  who  married 
and  in  1842  removed  to  Green  County,  Wis.,  after 
some  years  came  to  Fayette  Count}',  and  in  1869 
became  a  resident  of  Moore  County,  Minn.,  where 
his  death  occurred  in  February,  1889;  John  mar- 
ried and  resided  in  New  York  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  about  1875;  Thomas  is  married  and 
living  in  Washington  County,  N.  Y.;  Mrs.  Han- 
nah Leonard  died  in  this  county  in  1881;  Mrs. 
Jane  Juber,  a  widow,  is  living  in  Vermont;  Alonzo 
enlisted  for  the  late  war  in  New  York  and  died  of 
fever  during  the  service;  Nathan  B.  is  the  next 
younger;  Mrs.  Mary  Dwello  resides  in  Windsor 
Township,  and  Carlos  makes  his  home  with  our 
subject. 

No  event  of  special  importance  occurred  to  vary 
the  routine  of  farm  life  during  the  boyhood  of  our 
subject  who  was  reared  to  manhood  under  the  pa- 
rental roof  and  acquired  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  county.  He  was  married 
in  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1843,  to  Miss 
Melvina  Beebe,  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  to  them 
were  born  five  children,  three  of  whom  are  now 
liring — Leonora,  born  May  11,  1847,  became  the 
wife  of  Marion  Turner,  by  whom  she  liad  five 
children,  four  of  whom  are  living,  and  her  death 
occurred  in  1880;  Ida,  born  June  27,  1850,  died 
August  7,  1853;  James  A.,  born  May  11,  1855, 
was  married  June  27,  1877,  to  Sarah  Huyck,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  they  now  reside  with 
their  four  children   in  Waucoraa,   Iowa;    Emmett 


Clark,  was  born  June  21,  1857,  wedded  Miss  Mabel 
Wood,  a  native  of  Illinois,  on  Christmas  Day  of 
1888;  Levi  Livingston,  born  March  6,  1861,  was 
married  in  1881  to  Miss  Rosa  James,  and  with 
their  three  children  they  reside  in  Hubbard  County, 
Minn.  The  mother  of  this  family  died  at  her  home 
in  this  county  on  the  19th  of  May,   1866. 

Mr.  Searles  was  again  married  in  1867,  his  sec- 
ond union  being  with  Sarah  Ann  Huyck,  a  native 
of  Bradford  County,  Pa.,  whose  family  is  of  Hol- 
land Dutch  extraction  and  was  founded  at  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  during  the  early  history  of  that  State.  Her 
parents  were  Isaac  and  Cynthia  (Lyon)  Huyck, 
the  former  born  in  Pennsylvania,  November  23, 
1801,  and  the  latter  in  Chenango  County,  N.  Y., 
March  23,  1806.  They  were  married  in  Bradford 
County,  in  1826,  and  their  union  was  blessed  with 
six  children,  five  of  whom  are  yet  living.  The 
eldest,  Daniel,  born  March  9,  1827,  married  Eliza 
Benjamin  and  they  have  one  child;  Cordelia,  born 
August  14,  1828,  died  Angust  7.  1844;  William, 
born  July  12,  1830,  is  now  residing  in  West  Union; 
Charles,  born  November  23,  1833,  married  Harriet 
Mohollen,  by  whom  he  has  five  children;  Randolph, 
born  August  14,  1843. 

Mrs.  Searles  has  been  twice  married.  In  Bradford 
County,  Pa.,  in  1857  she  became  the  wife  of  Loran 
B.  Burbank,  who  was  born  in  that  county  in  August, 
1842.  He  enlisted  for  the  late  war  in  Owego, 
'J'ioga  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1862,  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany C,  One  Hundred  and  Ninth  New  York  Infan- 
try, and  took  part  in  the  engagements  at  Fredericks- 
burg, Chancellorsville,  the  Seven  Days  Battle  of  the 
Wilderness,  under  Col.  Tracy,  and  was  killed  before 
Petersburg,  June  17,  18G4.  His  remains  were 
buried  on  the  field.  Two  children  were  born  of 
that  union — Charles  Henry,  who  was  born  July  14, 
1858,  married  Emma  Livingston,  by  whom  he  has 
three  children,  and  resides  in  Todd  County,  Minn.; 
Thomas  A.,  who  was  born  March  29,  1862,  is  a 
conductor  on  the  Chicago  &  Milwaukee  Railroad 
and  makes  his  home  in  Marion,  Linn  County,  Iowa. 
He  wedded  Miss  Addie  Ellis  and  they  hare  one 
child. 

After  tlie  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Searles,  he  lo- 
cated upon  a  farm  in  Bethel  Township.  On  coming 
to  the  county  in  1854  he  settled  in  Windsor  Town- 
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ship,  where  be  opened  up  a  fann,  conlinuino;  its 
cultivation  for  twelve  years,  when  in  1866  lie  re- 
nioveil  to  his  present  home.  He  purchased  one 
hundred  and  seventy-nine  acres  tliat  now  consti- 
tute one  of  tliebest  farms  in  the  communitj'.  His 
second  marriage  was  blessed  with  three  children, 
as  follows:  Adalaide,  born  December  28,  1867.  in 
1887  became  the  wife  of  Sherman  Crandall,  a 
native  of  Clermont,  Iowa,  and  unto  them  has  been 
born  a  littlo  daughter,  Maud;  William  Henry, 
born  December  11,  1869,  is  a  conductor  on  the 
Kansas  City  Railroad,  running  between  Des  Moines, 
Iowa  and  St.  Joseph,  Mo.;  Alonzo,  born  Novem- 
ber 21,  1873,  is  at  home. 

As  every  true  American  citizen  should  do,  Mr. 
Searles  feels  an  interest  in  political  affairs.  He 
votes  with  the  Republican  party,  has  held  a  number 
of  public  oflices  and  has  taken  an  active  interest  in 
the  promotion  of  education.  Every  enter[)rise 
calculated  to  upbuild  the  community  receives  his 
support  and  sympathy,  and  during  a  thirty-six 
years'  residence  in  this  community  he  has  aided 
materially  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  town  and 
county. 


F.  McGOON,  a  real-estate  and  stock-dealer 
of  Hawkeye,  ranks  among  the  enterprising 
/ii  \V  business  men  of  the  place.  He  was  born 
^^  in  Monticcllo.  (Jreen  Count}',  Wis.,  Janu- 
ary 13,  18r)2,  and  is  the  third  in  a  famil}'  of  thir- 
teen children,  eleven  of  whom  are  yet  living.  Tlieir 
parents  are  Richard  anil  Maria  (Wood)  JIcGoun, 
the  former  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  the  latter  of 
Pennsylvania.  Both  are  descended  from  families 
established  in  this  country  at  an  early  day  and  their 
home  is  in  Monticello,  Wis. 

In  the  history  of  our  subject  we  have  the  life 
record  of  a  self-made  man.  On  attaining  his  major- 
ity became  to  Iowa  in  the  spring  of  18^33.  locating 
on  a  farm  on  section  17,  Bethel  Township,  Fayette 
County.  He  secured  eighty  acres  of  unimproved 
lantl  but  did  not  have  a  dollar  with  which  to  n):ike 
a  payment  thereon.  He  earned  the  first  $400  at 
day's  labor  as  a  farm  hand  and  when  he  had  paid 


for  his  first  purchase  bought  another  eighty-acre 
tract.  His  success  is  due  to  his  pluck,  industry  and 
energy  which  transformed  the  quarter-section  of 
unimproved  land  into  an  ideal  farm.  He  built  a 
good  residence  which  he  surrounded  with  beautiful 
forest  and  ornamental  tiees,  erected  all  the  neces- 
sary buildings  and  made  many  other  improvements, 
meeting  the  expense  without  borrowing  a  dollar. 
In  1882,  he  began  to  purchase  bogs  and  cattle  feed- 
ing them  and  then  making  shipments  to  market, 
which  business  he  followed  in  connection  with 
farming  for  two  years.  In  1884  he  decided  to 
remove  to  Hawkeye  and  engage  exclusively  in 
tlie  stock  business.  He  therefore  disposed  of  his 
farm  and  look  up  his  residence  in  the  town.  To 
give  an  idea  of  the  extensive  character  of  his  busi- 
ness in  this  line  we  quote  some  figures.  His  pur- 
chases and  shipments  aggregate  from  §250,000  to 
1280,000  annually,  and  during  the  winter  of 
1889-90  he  weighed  and  delivered  six  hundred 
and  fifty-five  hea(i  of  cattle  in  one  da}-.  He  owns 
two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  acres  of  land  besides 
twenty-two  lots  in  the  vill.age  of  Hawkeye. 

On  February  12,  1873,  Mr.  McGoon  led  to  the 
marriage  altar  Miss  Ruth  Pierce,  daughter  of 
Albert  and  Elizabeth  (Becker)  Pierce.  She  was 
born  in  Monticello,  Green  County,  Wis.,  Sei)tem- 
ber  12,  1853,  and  is  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  four. 
Her  brother,  Irwin,  lives  near  Madison,  Dak.; 
Florence  is  the  wife  of  James  Moore  of  Monti- 
cello, Wis.;  and  B  irton  is  now  attending  school. 
The  family  originally  came  from  Holland  and  w.as 
established  in  New  Englanilatan  earlj'  date  in  the 
history  of  the  Colonies.  The  paternal  grandfather 
of  Mrs.  McGoon  lived  on  the  present  site  of  Madi- 
son, Wis.,  when  it  was  the  babitation  of  the  Indians, 
no  white  people,  himself  excepted,  having  there 
located  at  that  date.  By  the  marriage  of  our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife  three  children  have  been  born, 
one  son  and  two  daughters:  Albert,  born  March  7, 
1874,  attends  school  and  assists  his  father  in  his 
business;  Edith  was  born  Jlsrch  21,  1879;  and 
Alta  January  31,  1883.  Thoy  also  attend  the  |)ub- 
lic  schools  of   Hawkeye. 

During  1889  Mr.  McGoon  erected  a  fine  resi- 
dence in  Hawkeye.  The  building  is  constructed  of 
the  best  material  obtainable  and  was  finished  with- 
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out  regard  to  cost.  The  house  is  roomy  and  con- 
venient, tastefully  and  beautifully  furnished  and  is 
unquestionably  one  of  the  finest  residences  in  Fay- 
ette County.  The  members  of  the  household  rank 
high  in  the  social  world  and  are  noted  for  their 
hospitality.  In  political  sentiment  Mr.  McGoon  is 
a  warm  supporter  of  Republican  principles  and 
takes  an  active  interest  in  the  success  of  the  party. 
He  keeps  hinoself  well  informed  on  all  public  ques- 
tions, both  political  and  otherwise  and  is  a  member 
of  Relief  Lodge,  No.  138,  I.  O.  O.  F.  of  Hawkeye. 
He  has  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  patrons,  com- 
petitors and  creditors  and  is  a  public-spirited  and 
useful  citizen. 


'•    '    ^^ 


<^f/ZARIAH  DUNHAM  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing on  section  7,  Westfleld  Township.  In 
1 J  presenting  this  sketch  to  the  readers  of  the 
Album,  we  record  the  life  of  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  the  community,  representative  of 
one  of  the  pioneer  families.  He  was  born  in  Mer- 
cer County,  Pa.,  November  3,  1831,  and  is  a  son 
of  Martin  Dunham,  whose  father,  also  named  Aza- 
riah,  came  over  the  Alleghany  mountains  in  an 
early  day,  as  a  pioneer,  when  everything  had  to  be 
carried  on  pack  animals.  He  settled  in  Mercer 
County,  where  he  followed  his  trade  of  blacksmith- 
ing,  and  lived  on  a  farm  until  death.  About  1811, 
his  wife  died  leaving  a  family  of  eight  sons  and 
one  daughter.  He  married  a  widow,  who  likewise 
had  one  girl  and  eight  boys,  so  that  there  were 
eighteen  children  in  the  family  at  once.  They  all 
attended  the  subscription  school  at  one  time,  and  it 
required  a  j'oke  of  oxen  to  pay  their  tuition  one 
winter.  While  he  had  this  family  to  provide  for 
Mr.  Dunham  was  drafted  into  the  army,  and  served 
in  the  War  of  1812,  near  Lake  Erie,  but  was  in  the 
service  only  a  short  time.  He  was  a  successful 
business  man,  a  well  respected  citizen,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church,  faithful  in  fulfilling  his 
religious  duties,  and  rarely  absent  from  his  place 
in  the  house  of  worship.  In  politics  he  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat. 

Martin  Dunham,  father  of  our  subject,  when  a 


child,  crossed  the  mountains  with  his  parents,  and 
grew  to  manhood  in  Mercer  Countj'.  As  a  young 
m.an  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner, 
but  being  of  an  adventurous  spirit,  he  determined 
to  see  something  of  the  country.  With  a  cousin 
he  took  passage  on  a  raft  for  New  Orleans,  expect- 
ing to  find  work  at  his  trade  in  that  city,  but  in 
this  he  was  disappointed,  and  after  a  fruitless  search 
for  erat)lo3'ment  of  a  month  or  more,  the  young 
men  returned  up  the  river  to  Memphis,  where  they 
hired  to  work  at  their  trade  on  a  new  plantation 
where  they  had  a  pleasant  stay  of  more  than  a  year. 
They  then  resumed  their  northward  journey  to 
Cincinnati,  where  Mr.  Dunham  followed  carpenter- 
ing for  some  months,  after  which  he  returned  home. 
Later  he  entered  the  employ  of  a  man  who  drove 
a  herd  of  cattle  to  South  Carolina,  and  when  he 
reached  the  coast,  took  a  vessel  for  New  York  and 
thence  made  his  way  home  again.  It  was  not  long 
after  this  that  he  wedded  Mary  S.  Marriner,  who 
resides  near  Youngstown,  Ohio,  about  twenty  miles 
from  his  home  in  Mercer  County,  Pa.  He  was 
then  nearly  twenty -seven  years  of  age. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Dunham  purchased  a 
tract  of  limber  land,  built  a  log  house,  and  made  a 
snug  home,  working  meantime  at  his  trade,  and 
there  most  of  the  ('hildren  were  born.  In  the  fall 
of  1850,  accompanied  b}-  his  son  Azariah,  he  came 
to  Iowa  on  a  prospecting  tour  by  way  of  Jo  Daviess 
County,  111.,  and  .Jackson  County,  Iowa,  and  the 
towns  of  Colesburgand  Klkader.  The  country  the}' 
saw  thus  far  was  so  rough  that  they  stopped  and 
debated  whether  to  come  on  to  West  Union  or  re- 
turn home.  They  gave  up  the  idea  of  settling 
here,  but  determined  to  come  to  West  Union,  and 
visit  a  friend,  after  which  they  would  go  back. 
Here  their  horse  got  sick  and  they  were  compelled 
to  make  a  short  staj',  during  wliicli  time  Mr.  Dun- 
ham was  offered  a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  of 
prairie  land  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  of  timber 
in  Center  Township,  near  where  his  son  now  lives, 
and  bought  it.  ,  About  eight  or  ten  acres  had  been 
broken  and  fenced,  anil  a  log  house  built.  Mr.  Dun- 
ham returned  to  Pennsylvania  for  his  family,  and 
Azariah  went  back  to  Illinois,  where  he  spent  the 
winter,  both  again  coming  to  Iowa  in  the  spring  of 
1851.     On  this  farm  Martin  Dunham  lived  until 
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his  death  in  1863,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  He 
died  from  the  effects  of  injuries  received  by  being 
caught  by  the  tumbling  rod  of  a  tliresliing  machine. 
He  was  strong  and  vigorous,  had  a  splendid  con- 
stitution, and  was  well  fitted  by  nature  to  endure 
the  hardsiiips  and  trials  of  pioneer  life.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  had  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-two,  after 
wliich  Mr.  Dunham  married  Mrs.  Murphy,  whose 
maiden  name  vvas  Bay,  and  her  death  occurred 
about  four  years  later.  The  children  born  of  the 
firrt  marriage  a''e:  Mrs.  Desdemona  Milnix,  of 
Freeport,  III.;  Mrs.  Sarah  McMurray,  deceased; 
Azariah,  of  this  sketch;  Asa  deceased  ;  Farrell  and 
Marilla,  twins,  the  latter  deceased;  Mrs.  Corintha 
Lightner,  of  Oregon;  Harkness,  of  the  same -place; 
and  Adelina,  deceased.  By  the  second  marriage 
there  was  one  child,  Henry,  who  h.as  been  reared 
and  educated  by  our  subject,  lie  entered  the  Up- 
per Iowa  University  at  Fayette,  where  he  read 
medicine,  and  afterward  studied  under  Dr.  Baker,  of 
Fayette,  then  attended  lectures  in  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
and  was  graduated  from  the  Hahnemann  Medical 
College  of  Chicago.  He  is  a  bright  young  man,  a 
close  student,  and  is  now  practicing  in  Marehfield, 
Ore. 

Martin  Dunham  w.as  a  member  of  the  Cliristian 
Church,  from  184;j  until  his  deatii,  and  lived  a 
faithful  and  consistent  life.  He  was  a  Democrat 
in  political  sentiment,  and  voted  for  Douglas,  but 
the  cause  of  the  Union  won  his  sympathies,  and 
he  would  have  voted  for  Lincoln  had  he  lived  to 
do  so.  He  was  no  office  seeker,  giving  bis  main 
attention  to  the  development  of  the  farm.  During 
the  settlement  of  this  county  his  home  was  the 
headquarters  for  all  land  seekers,  and  he  aided  many 
in  the  selection  of  their  farms.  He  was  one  of  na- 
ture's noblemen,  and  the  best  type  of  the  honored 
pioneer. 

We  now  take  up  the  history  of  Azariah  Dunham, 
whose  name  heads  this  sketch.  In  the  subscription 
schools  of  his  n.itive  State  he  acquired  a  meagre 
education  which  he  has  largely  supplemented  1)3' 
subsequent  reading  and  observation,  in  this  way 
becoming  a  wcll-inf<n'med  man.  He  was  nineteen 
j'ears  of  age  when  he  accompanied  his  father  to 
Iowa.  He  had  worked  some  at  blacksmithing,  but 
his  life  occupation  has  been  farming.     Under  the 


parental  roof  he  remained  until  twenty-two  j'ears 
of  age,  when  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  from 
his  father  that  now  constitutes  a  part  of  his  pres- 
ent farm,  and  beg.an  life  for  himself.  He  completed 
his  preparation  for  a  home  by  his  marriage  Novem- 
ber 6,  1856,  which  secured  .as  its  mistress  Miss 
Caroline  Ballard.  She  died  in  1S73,  leaving  three 
cliildron:  Emma,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years;  Frank,  now  a  merchant  of  Kandalia;  and 
Mary,  wife  of  William  Harvey  who  is  in  partner- 
ship with  her  brother.  They  all  received  good 
educational  advantages,  having  been  students  in 
the  Upper  Iowa  University,  of  Fayette,  in  187.5, 
Mr.  Dunham  wedded  Mary  Cowles,  a  native  of 
Illinois,  who  when  nine  months  old  was  brought  by 
her  parents,  Albert  and  Emeline  Cowles  to  Iowa. 
Tlie  family  came  to  Fayette  Countj-,  in  1867,  but 
now  reside  in  Washington.  The  second  union  has 
been  blessed  with  three  daughters:  Essie,  born  in 
1879;  Alta,  1885;  and  Lena,  188!). 

Mr.  Dunham  now  owns  and  operates  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres  of  land,  and  successfully  car- 
ries  on  general  farming.  He  was  one  of  the  stock- 
holders of  the  Creamery  Association  at  Kandalia, 
aided  in  its  organization,  and  is  now  its  President. 
He  and  iiis  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian 
Church,  and  in  the  social  world  hold  a  high  posi- 
tion. He  also  helped  to  organize  the  Farmeri'  Al- 
liance of  Randalia,  of  which  he  is  now  President, 
and  in  the  work  of  which  he  is  greatly  interested. 
The  educational  work  finds  in  him  a  friend,  he  has 
served  acceptably  as  President  of  the  School  Board 
and  is  now  serving  his  fifth  term  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Stepl'.cn  A.  Douglas.  Four  years  previous  he 
would  have  supported  Fremont,  but  a  change  in 
the  precinct  caused  him  to  lose  his  vote.  He  sup- 
ported Lincoln  at  the  second  election,  and  .it  suc- 
ceeding elections  has  voted  for  Grant,  Greeley, 
Hayes,  Weaver  anil  Butler.  He  is  a  warm  advo- 
cate of  the  principles  of  the  Greenback  party,  and 
prominent  in  its  local  circles.  With  the  history  of 
the  county  he  has  been  identified  since  the  spring 
of  1851,  has  aided  in  its  development,  has  wit- 
nessed its  progress  and  growth,  and  has  borne  his 
part  in  its  ui)building.  He  also  shared  in  the  hard- 
ships and  privations  of  pioneer  life  such  as  having 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


605 


to  haul  liis  grain  to  McGregor,  but  now  such  diflB- 
oulties  are  done  away  with,  and  he  lias  a  marUet 
within  two  and  a  liaif  miles  of  his  home.  lie  stands 
higli  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow-men  as  a  good 
neighbor,  respected  friend  and  honored  pioneer. 


-^^ 


ENJAMIN  F.  SCHRIVER,  who  is  exten- 
\s^  siyely  engaged  in  the  stocli  business  and  is 
III  also  a  dealer  in  real-estate,  resides  on  section 
32,  Auburn  Township,  and  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  conimunity.  He  is 
a  native  of  Illinois,  born  in  Jo  Daviess  County, 
on  the  5th  of  December.  1846,  and  his  parents 
were  C.  H.  and  Laura  J.  (Woods)  Schriver,  botli 
of  whom  were  born  in  New  York  City.  The  father 
was  born  in  1816,  and  was  of  German  descent 
and  the  mother  was  born  in  1826.  They  became 
parents  of  seven  children,  four  sons  and  three 
daughters,  the  eldest  of  whom  we  see  in  our  sub- 
ject who  is  followed  by  Mary,  now  the  wife  of 
Curtis  Metcalf  of  Eureka,  Cal.;  George  II.  who 
resides  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  Esther  A.,  wife  of 
Thomas  Allard  of  Fayette  County;  Anice,  wife  of 
Charles  Washburn, whose  home  is  in  Clayton  County 
Iowa;  Laura  Belle,  wife  of  George  Smith  who 
resides  in  Eureka,  Cal;  Columbus  R.  died  in  early 
childhood. 

The  first  eight  years  of  his  life,  our  subject  spent 
in  his  native  State,  when  with  his  parents,  in  1854, 
he  crossed  the  Mississippi  into  Iowa,  the  family 
locating  in  Clayton  County.  On  leaving  the  par- 
ental roof  to  begin  life  for  himself  he  went  to 
Richland  County,  Wis.,  where  he  spent  five  years 
and  then,  returning  to  Iowa  located  in  this  county 
upon  his  present  farm.  He  is  a  successful  farmer 
having  all  the  necessary  qualifications  of  a  good 
business  man.  He  is  energetic,  enterprising  and 
progressive,  yet  does  not  enter  into  any  scheme  or 
take  up  witii  any  new  idea  without  due  considera- 
tion of  the  results  to  follow  therefrom.  He  is  now 
extensively  engaged  in  the  stock  business,  buying 
and  selling  not  less  than  150,000  worth  of  horses, 
cattle,  hogs  and  slieep  annually.  He  also  buys  and 
sells  lauds,  having  transacted  a  very  large  business 


in  real-estate  during  the  past  years.  He  now  has 
for  sale  some  two  thousand  acres  of  land,  both  wild 
and  improved,  in  the  State  of  Iowa.  He  is  a  wide- 
awake and  sagacious  man  of  business  and  in  all  of 
his  dealings  sustains  a  first-class  reputation  for 
honesty  and  business  integritj'.  Aside  from  his 
business  interests,  Mr.  Schriver  finds  time  to  devote 
to  the  interests  of  tiie  community.  He  is  a  public 
spirited  citizen,  active  and  earnest  in  support  of 
any  enterprise  whicli^  is  calculated  to  upbuild  the 
community.  Social,  educational  and  moral  interests 
receive  his  aid  and  lie  is  a  liberal  supporter  of 
church  work.  Both  he  and  liis  wife  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Cluirch,  and  he  holds 
membeftihii)  in  Waucoma  Lodge, No.  303, 1.  O.  O.  F., 
and  Abernethy  Post,  No.  48,  G.  A.  R.,  of  West 
Union,  being  entitled  to  membership  in  the  latter 
as  an  ex-soldier,  lie  having  served  for  several 
months  in  the  Fiftieth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  the 
regiment  doing  duty  on  the  Western  frontier. 

On  the  "i/th  of  Scpiember,  1864,  Mr.  Schriver 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Tenney, 
widow  of  Nelson  Tenney  wlio  died  in  the  army. 
One  child  was  born  of  that  union,  Eunice  E.,  who 
taught  school  in  the  county  for  several  years  and 
lias  attained  an  enviable  reputation  as  a  teacher.  By 
her  second  marriage  there  has  been  born  five  chil- 
dren— Laura  J.,  born  in  1868;  Charles  E.,  born  in 
1869;  George  R.  and  Henry  R.,  twins,  born  in 
1872;  and  Mabel  Glen,  the  youngest,  born  August 
9,  1881. 


<^  [|;ILLIAM  MORGAN,  of  the  firm  of  Hoyer 
&  Morgan,  publishers  of  the  Oelwein  Reg- 
ister, has  the  honor  of  being  a  native  born 
citizen  of  Iowa.  He  was  born  in  Black  Hawk 
County,  June  12,  1864,  his  parents  being  Jesse  and 
Lucinda  (Bozarth)  Morgan.  Our  subject  received 
liberal  educational  advantages  in  his  youth  and 
was  thereby  fitted  for  the  position  which  he  now 
fills.  After  attending  the  common  schools  for  a 
time  he  entered  the  State  Normal,  later  was  a 
student  in  the  Northern  Indiana  Normal  School 
and  Business  Institute.  In  1885  he  began  business 
for  himself  in  the  grocery    line- at   Parkersburg, 
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Butler  County,  Iowa,  where  he  continued  one  year. 
Prior  to  this  time  he  had  spent  one  summer  in 
Colorado  and  Nebraska  and  then  went  into  business. 
After  quitting  the  grocery  trade,  in  July,  1886,  he 
made  a  trip  to  Idaho  and  Montana,  returning  in 
December  of  that  year  to  Parkcrsburg.  After 
teaching  school  for  a  time  in  Butler  County,  he 
came  to  Oelweiu,  and  on  the  20th  of  May,  1887, 
formed  the  existing  partnership  witli  Mr.  Hoyer. 
Mr.  Jlorgan  does  tlie  editorial  and  outside  work 
and  under  the  able  management  of  its  proprietors 
the  Oclwein  liegister  is  in  a  flourishing  condition. 
In  his  jiolitical  affiliations,  Mr.  Morgan  is  a  Repub- 
lican, and  socially  holds  membership  in  Paliduhnee 
Lodge,  No.  194,  K.  of  P.,  of  which  he  is  the  present 
Chancellor  Commander. 

Mr.  Morgan's  father  came  to  Iowa  in  1852,  was 
married  at  West  Liberty,  and  settled  in  Black 
Hawk  Count}',  near  Cedar  Falls,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  farming.  His  father  was  born  on  Staten 
Island,  N.  Y.,  September  1,  1811,  and  his  mother 
was  a  native  of  Virginia.  He  was  a  sea-faring  man 
in  early  life  and  during  the  gold  excitement  in 
California,  in  1849  made  a  trip  to  the  Pacific  Coast. 
In  politics  he  is  a  supporter  of  Republican  princi- 
ples. 

<,f'AMES  S.  WRIGHT,  ex-County  Treasurer 
of  Fayette  Count}',  Iowa,  now  a  resident  of 
West  Union,  was  born  in  Grand  Isle  Count}', 
y  Vt.,  on  the  14th  of  October,  1826,  and  is  a 
son  of  Josiah  and  Mar}'  (Phelps)  AVright.  His 
father  was  born  in  North  Carolina  in  1790,  and 
removed  to  Vermont  in  his  youth.  His  death 
occurred  in  North  Hero,  of  that  State,  June  25, 
1856,  twenty  years  prior  to  the  death  of  his  wife, 
who  was  born  in  \'(-rniont  in  1795,  and  died  Feb- 
ruary 22,  1876. 

Wc  have  little  authentic  history  concerning  the 
early  ancestry  of  Mr.  Wright,  knowing  only  that 
he  is  descended  from  families  founded  in  this  coun- 
try during  Colonial  days.  His  own  boyhood  and 
youth  were  spent  in  the  Green  Mountain  State, 
where  he  received  a  common-scliool  education  prior 
to  his   nineteenth  year.     At  that  time  he  went  to 


Hudson,  Ohio,  in  which  place  he  served  a  regu- 
lar apprenticeship  to  the  carpenter's  and  joiner's 
trade.  After  an  absence  of  ten  years  he  returned 
to  Vermont,  where  he  was  married  on  the  28tli  of 
March,  1858,  to  Miss  Grace  M.  Hoyt,  a  native  of 
Connecticut,  born  in  Ridgefieid  May  25,  1835,  and 
a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Prua  (Keeler)  Hoyt.  Her 
father  was  born  in  Westchester  County,  N.  Y., 
in  November,  1806,  was  descended  from  an  old 
New  England  family  of  English  origin,  and  died 
in  Vermont  in  the  fall  of  1878.  Her  mother  was 
born  in  Fairfield,  Conn.,  and  was  of  German 
descent. 

For  thirty  years  Mr.  Wright  has  been  identi- 
fied with  the  history  of  this  county.  In  Februarv, 
1861,  emigrating  to  Iowa,  he  settled  in  West 
Union,  where  he  was  employed  in  the  line  of  his 
trade,  and  was  also  elected  and  served  three  years 
as  Secretary  of  the  Fayette  County  Agricultural 
Society.  He  was  Secretary  of  the  School  Board 
for  the  independent  district  of  West  Union  one 
term;  was  appointed  and  served  one  term  as 
Deputy  County  Auditor,  after  which  he  received 
the  appointment  of  Deputy  County  Clerk  of  the 
district  and  circuit  courts.  On  the  first  election 
held  after  the  town  of  West  Union  was  incorpor- 
ated he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  common 
council.  After  serving  one  term  in  that  position 
he  was  elected  Recorder  of  the  town  council, 
which  position  he  filled  one  term  and  subsequently 
served  one  term  as  Mayor.  During  the  succeed- 
ing term  his  successor  removed  from  the  city, 
causing  a  vacancy,  and  at  the  request  of  the  coun- 
cil Mr.  Wright  accepted  the  appointment  of  Mayor 
and  filled  the  office  during  the  une.^pired  term. 
In  the  fall  of  1885  he  was  elected  County  Treas- 
urer of  Fayette  County,  in  the  autumn  of  1887  was 
re-elected,  and  for  four  years  held  that  position. 
The  election  of  Mr.  Wright  by  a  fair  majority  to 
the  office  of  County  Treasurer  in  a  county  strongly 
Republican,  while  he  was  known  as  a  pronounced 
Democrat,  is  a  high  c()m|)liraent  to  him  and  a  fair 
indication  of  his  personal  popularity. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wright  have  had  four  children, 
three  sons  and  a  daughter,  but  only  one  son  is  now 
living.  Adell  May,  the  eldest,  born  in  South 
Hero,  Vt.,  June  5,  1859,  died  February   20,  1879; 
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Will  W.  was  born  in  South  Hero,  October  7,  1860; 
llarley  II.,  born  in  West  Union  February  I'J,  1867, 
died  on  tlie  21st  of  August  of  tlie  following  .year; 
Harley  II.,  tlie  second  of  that  name,  was  born  Sep- 
tember 3,  1871,  and  died  December  22,  1872. 
Will  W.  came  to  West  Union  with  his  parents  in 
1861,  and  was  educated  in  the  city  schools.  He 
entered  upon  his  business  career  as  clerk  for  his 
uncle,  H.  li.  Iloyt,  in  the  hardware  business  at 
West  Union,  and  continued  with  him  for  nine 
years,  after  which  he  served  four  years  as  Deputy 
County  Treasurer  under  his  father,  all  of  which 
gave  him  the  requisite  training  to  undertake  busi- 
ness for  himself,  which  ^he  did  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1890,  when  be  formed  the  existing  partnership 
with  his  cousin,  F.  E.  Hoyt,  in  the  hardware  busi- 
ness, at  AVest  Union,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Hoyt  &  Wright,  successors  to  H.  B.  Hoyt.  While 
this  is  but  a  new  firm,  both  gentlemen  connected 
with  it  were  brought  up  in  this  city  and  are 
wide!)'  and  favorably  known.  They  are  starting 
under  very  favorable  circumstances  and  have  al- 
ready secured  a  fair  share  of  the  trade  in  their 
line.  W.  W.  Wright  was  married  in  West  Union, 
May  4,  1886,  to  Miss  Sabra  C.  Crowell,  who  was 
born  on  Cape  Cod,  Mass.,  November  4,  1859,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Survina  E.  Crowell. 
They  have  one  child,  Harley  S.,  who  was  born  in 
West  Union,  August  15,  1887.  Mr.  AVright  is  a 
member  of  AVest  Union  Lodge,  No.  69,  A.F.  &  A.M. 
James  S.  Wright,  our  subject,  is  also  a  member  of 
that  lodge,  of  which  he  has  served  as  Master  three 
years  in  succession.  During  his  entire  service  in 
public  office  he  has  always  proved  competent  and 
faithful  to  every  duty  devolving  upon  him,  while 
his  career  in  life,  both  |)ublic  and  private,  is  above 
reproach. 


-^ 


i=rr;=3 


lOBERT  BYRNE,  who  follows  farming  and 
stock-raising  on  section  6,  Center  Township, 
is  a  native  of  New  York.  He  was  born  in 
I  the  city  of  Buffalo  in  1853,  and  is  a  son  of 
Peter  and  Elizabeth  (Anderson)  Byrne.  His  father, 
a  native  of   Ireland,  crossed   the  Atlantic   when  a 


youiig  man  and  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  formed  the  ac- 
quaintance of  Miss  Anderson,  a  lad^'  of  Scottish 
birth,  who  likewise  had  come  to  this  country  at  an 
early  day.  They  were  married  and  for  many  years 
continued  to  reside  in  the  Empire  State.  In  1865 
we  find  them  located  in  Fond  du  Lac  County,  AVis., 
where  Mr.  Byrne  engaged  in  farming.  However, 
he  was  not  long  permitted  to  enjoy  his  new  home, 
his  death  occurring  in  1869.  He  was  killed  by  a 
horse  and  many  friends  mourned  his  loss.  His  wife 
survived  him  some  years,  dying  in  1875.  He  was 
an  inflexible  adherent  of  Democratic  principles  and 
a  consistent  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 
In  the  family  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  Byrne  were 
three  children  but  our  subject  is  now  the  only  one 
left  to  perpetuate  their  history.  In  the  usual  man- 
ner of  farmer  lads  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  were  passed  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years,  bidding  good-by  to  his  old  home  he  started 
out  in  life  for  himself.  The  occupation  to  which  he 
was  reared  he  has  since  followed  and  whatever  suc- 
cess he  has  met  with  is  due  to  his  own  efforts.  He 
was  married  in  Fond  du  Lac  Counl}^  Wis.,  in  1876 
the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Ella  M.  AVard,  a 
native  of  that  county,  and  a  daughter  of  Michael 
and  Mary  (Curran)  AA/'ard.  Her  father  was  born  in 
Ireland,  came  to  this  country  daring  childhood  and 
in  AV^isconsin  met  and  married  Miss  Curran,  a  na- 
tive of  Providence,  R.  I.  Both  still  reside  in  Fond 
du  Lac  County.  Four  children  grace  the  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Byrne,  three  sons  and  a  daughter — 
Mary  E.,  George  P.,  John  E.,  and  William  W. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Byrne  brought  his 
young  bride  to  this  county  where  he  has  since  made 
his  home,  covering  a  period  of  fourteen  years.  In 
1881,  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  eighty-six 
and  a  half  acres  of  land  which  was  then  but  par- 
tially improved.  Tiie  entire  amount  is  now  under 
cultivation  and  Mr.  Byrne  is  now  the  owner  of  a 
model  farm.  He  has  a  pleasant  home  surrounded 
by  good  Iiains  and  other  outbuildings  which  are 
situated  in  the  midst  of  well-tilled  fields.  To  pub- 
lic interests  he  devotes  considerable  attention,  is  an 
ardent  Democrat  in  political  sentiment  and  has 
served  on  the  School  Board,  doing  effective  service 
for  the  cause  of  education.  He  may  truly  be  called 
a  self-made    man   for    by    his  industry,   frugality 
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and  good  management  he  lias  acquired  the  properlj' 
which  now  ranks  him  among  the  substantial  citi- 
zens of  the  eoninuinity.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of 
the  enter|)rising  young  men  of  Center  Township, 
and  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  everything 
pertaining  to  the  general  good. 


<j|;OIIN  B.  PEiMBER,  senior  member  of  the 
1  firm  of  Brown  &  Pembcr,  of  M.iynard,  and 
]  an  extensive  farmer  of  the  county,  came  to 
/  Iowa  during  the  early  days  of  its  history 
and  has  since  been  identified  with  the  growtii  and 
progress  of  this  community.  He  was  born  in 
Ciiautau(iua  County,  N.  Y.,  March  17,  1823,  and  is 
a  son  of  .Joseph  S.  and  Mar}'  (Tliompson)  Pember. 
The  Pember  family  was  established  in  America 
ikiring  the  Colonial  days,  its  [irogenitors  belonging 
to  the  band  of  Puritans  who  settled  in  Massachu- 
setts. .John  Pember,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  a 
native  of  ^'ermont,  served  in  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution and  married  Lutu'etia  Bill.  Their  son  .Joseph 
S.  was  born  in  ^'erm(3nt  in  17111  and  wedded  Mary 
Thompson  who  was  also  a  native  of  the  Green 
Mountain  State,  born  in  1800.  She  was  a  daugii- 
ter  of  Reuben  Thompson,  who  was  a  Revolution- 
ary soldier  belonging  to  an  early  New  England 
family  of  Englisli  origin.  .Joseph  and  Mary  Pem- 
ber celebrated  tlieir  wedding  in  New  York,  where 
for  many  >ears  they  made  their  home.  Tlie  hus- 
band participated  in  the  War  of  1812  and  died  in 
the  I<>mpire  State  .January  17,  18.35.'  In  their  fam- 
ily were  si.x;  children,  of  whom  .J<jhn  15.  is  the  eld- 
est; Clarissa  became  the  wife  of  John  .Schofield,  of 
Rock  Count}',  AV is.,  and  died  in  1888,  leaving  a 
family  of  six  children;  R.  T.  is  married  and  resides 
in  Rock  County;  Marj',  wife  of  Weslej' Stevens, 
died  in  California;  Lydia  is  the  wife  of  Walter 
Newberry,  of  Pueblo,  Colo.,  and  Josepli  S.  who 
died  .January  2,  1835,  at  the  age  of  two  years. 
After  tli'j  death  of  her  fii'st  husband  Mrs.  I'cmber 
became  the  wife  of  Daniel  P.  Farnhain,  and  three 
children  were  born  of  that  marriage:  Moses  P.  who 
is  married  and  resides  in  California;  Saraii,  wife  ot 
Edward  Everett,  of  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  and  Mclvina 


who  became  the  wife  of  a  Mr.  Tiiompkins  and  died 
in  Missouri,  some  years  .ago.  Mrs,  Farnliam  died 
in   1867. 

'l"he  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  early  life  in 
farm  work  and  in  attendance  at  the  village  schools 
of  Westfield,  N.  Y.  He  studied  medicine,  fitting 
himself  :dso  for  the  practice  of  surgery  but  has 
never  engaged  in  that  work.  He  also  read  law  to 
quite  an  extent  and  has  practiced  more  or  less,  but 
his  principal  occupation  through  life  has  been  farm- 
ing, lie  was  married  in  .Sugar  Grove,  Pa.,  on  the 
13th  of  .Jaiuiarv.  1842,  to  Alniira  Ransom,  a  native 
of  Chenango  County,  N.  Y.,  and  a  daughter  of 
Elisha  and  Electa  (.Johnson)  Ransom,  also  natives 
of  the  Emi)ire  State,  where  her  mother  died.  Her 
father  was  a  cooper  by  trade  and  spent  his  last  days 
in  Ivock  County.  Wis.  Shortly  after  his  marriage 
Mr.  Pember  emigrated  to  Rock  (Jouut}'  and  engaged 
in  farming  in  .Johnstown  'I'ownship  where  he  opened 
up  a  farm.  He  became  one  of  the  leading  citizens 
of  that  community  and  took  an  active  part  in  pub- 
lic affairs.  He  engaged  in  general  merchandising 
at  .lohnstown  and  also  bought  and  shipped  grain. 
He  w.as  one  of  the  originators  of  the  Anti-IIorse- 
Thicf  Association  and  held  many  oflictes  of  public 
trust,  was  a  member  of  tlic  Count}'  Board  of  Com- 
missioners, Commissioner  of  Highwa}s  for  many 
years  and  filled  other  ijositions.  For  about  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century  he  was  promir.ently  identified  with 
the  history  of  Rock  County  and  then  again  resumed 
bis  westward  journey. 

It  was  in  1868  that  Mr.  Pember  first  came  to 
Fayette  County,  Iowa.  He  settled  at  what  was 
then  called  Long  Grove,  now  Maynard,  in  Harlan 
Township  where  he  bought  a  tract  of  |)rairie  land 
and  opened  up  a  farm.  At  one  time  he  owned  twelve 
hundred  acres  of  land  l)ut  mucli  of  this  he  has  since 
disposed  of.  He  yet  has  a  good  farm  of  two  hun- 
dred and  ten  acres  adjoining  Maynard,  together 
with  a  (piarter-spction  in  another  part  of  the  town- 
ship. He  carries  on  agriculture  on  a  large  scale, 
raising  all  kinds  of  grain  and  has  given  special 
attention  to  the  breeding  of  fine  stock.  Last  year 
he  lost  a  fine  stallion  over  twenty-one  hands  high. 
For  about  eight  years  he  has  been  engaged  in  gen- 
eral merchandising,  ■establishing  a  store  in  1883 
in    Maynard,   a  thriving    village    of    six    hundred 
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inhabitants.  The  business  is  now  conducted  by 
the  firm  of  Brown  &  Pember  and  is  constantly 
increasing.  As  a  citizen  JMr.  Pemljcr  faitiifully 
discharges  every  duty  devolving-  upon  him,  but 
has  never  sought  or  desired  public  oflice  in  this 
county.  He,  however,  takes  an  active  interest  in 
political  affairs,  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  Repub- 
lican jirinciples  and  a  leading  member  of  iiis  party 
in  the  community.  He  keeps  himself  well  informed 
concerning  all  questions  whether  political  or  other- 
wise and  is  a  member  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry. 
Six  children  have  been  born  of  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Pember:  John  Orville,  who  died  in  Rock 
Creek  County,  Wis.,  December  10,  18G4,  at  the  age 
of  twenty -one  years;  James  Ranson)  died  in  1850  at 
the  age  of  five  3'ears;  R.  R.  who  is  now  County 
Clerk  and  an  attorney  of  Maynard ;  the  next  child 
died  in  infancy;  Almira  Adell,  wife  of  W.  S.  Brown 
of  Maynard,  and  Joseph  N.  who  married  Clara 
Smith  and  resides  on  the  home  farm. 


^*'^- 5K^4"^^>^«- 


l-P^^K- 


■^  A.  DOKRFLER,  who  is  engaged  in  general 
merchandising  in  Brush  Creek,  has  carried 
\^^J[j  on  business  in  that  line  since  1886,  in  which 
year  he  bought  out  the  stock  of  J.  P.  Wiltsie.  A 
native  of  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  he  was  born  on  the  1 1th 
of  July,  1862,  and  is  a  son  of  Eberhardt  and  Mag- 
delena  (Rosenwcig)  Doerfler,the  former  a  native  of 
15avaria,  and  the  latter  of  Ilolstein,  Germany.  It 
was  during  their  early  years  that  they  emigrated 
to  America  and  became  residents  of  Wisconsin, 
where  Mr.  Doerfler  engaged  in  farming.  He  died 
from  suffocation  while  clearing  and  burning  the 
brush  from  the  field.  They  were  at  that  time  resi- 
dents of  Clayton  County,  Iowa,  whither  they  had 
removed  in  18G7.  He  was  a  supporter  of  Demo- 
cratic principles  and  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belongs.  She  makes 
her  home  in  this  county  and  is  now  sixty-five  years 
of  age.  In  their  family  are  five  children,  all  of 
whom  are  yet  living:  J.  C,  the  eldest,  who  runs  a 
wagon  factory  in  Eagle  Grove,  Iowa;  Mrs.  Amelia 
Wolf,  a  resident  of  Scott  Township;  G.  A.,  whose 


name  heads  this  sketch;    Mrs.  Frederica  Kraft  and 
Mrs.  Hattie  Kraft  both  of  Scott  Township. 

G.  A.  Doerfler  spent  his  early  life  in  the  usual 
manner  of  farmer  lads,  in  i)lay  and  work,  and  ac- 
quired a  good  education  in  the  German  schools. 
He  began  work  for  himself  at  the  age  of  fourteen, 
when  he  entered  the  employ  of  W.  E.  Little,  of 
Strawberry  Point,  with  whom  he  remained  five 
years,  laboring  during  the  summer  season  and  in 
the  winter  attending  tlie  English  schools.  Later 
he  pursued  a  course  of  study  through  two  terms  in 
the  Upper  Iowa  University  of  Fayette.  His  first 
business  venture  on  his  own  account  was  in  the 
dairy  business.  In  1882  he  purchased  Little's 
Creamery,  situated  about  two  and  a  half  miles  east 
of  Brush  Creelc,  which  he  operated  for  six  j'ears, 
when  in  1888  he  sold  a  four-fifth  interest  to  the 
Brush  Creek  Creamer}-  Company  and  moved  it  to 
that  town.  In  tlie  meantime,  as  before  stated,  he 
bought  the  store  of  J.  P.  Wiltsie,  where  he  keeps  a 
tast}'  and  well  kept  stock  of  groceries  and  has  a 
good  trade. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  1883,  Mr.  Doerfler  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Lewan  Dempster,  who  was 
born  in  Fayette  County,  February  12,  1864,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Eliza  (Hummel)  Demps- 
ter. They  are  now  parents  of  three  children,  two 
sons  and  a  daughter-J.  Archi(\  Dora  M.  and 
George  E.  Mr.  Doerfler  began  business  with  a 
capital  of  $200  but  upon  that  small  basis  has  built 
up  a  good  competence  and  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  wide  awake  business  men  of  the  community. 
He  takes  considerable  interest  in  civic  societies, 
holding  membership  with  the  Masons,  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  the  Woodmen,  and  in  politics  is  a 
Democrat. 


-i^m- 


AMES  GORHAM,  of  East  Auburn,  is  a 
native  of  Illinois.  He  was  born  in  Stephen- 
son Counter,  that  State,  in  1848,  and  is  the 
^^'  youngest  child  of  Lester  and  C3'nthia 
(Strickland)  Gorham.  His  parents  were  natives  of 
Chenango  County,  N.  Y.,  and  in  the  Empire  State 
were  married.  In  1843  they  resolved  to  go  West 
and  emigrated  to  Illinois,  locating  in    Belvidere, 
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where  they  engaged  in  hotel  keeping  for  some 
years.  The  death  of  Mr.  Gorham  occurred  in  18G0. 
Their  children  were  Laura,  wlio  died  some  years 
ago;  Charles,  who  died  in  Illinois;  and  James,  of 
this  sketch.  After  the  deatli  of  her  liusband,  Mrs. 
Gorham  came  to  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  in  the  au- 
tumn of  1860,  and  married  Josepli  Eastman,  a 
farmer  of  Auburn  Township.  She  died  at  her  liome 
in  this  county,  in  188G,  leaving  one  son,  Joseph, 
who  is  married  and  resides  in  P^ast  Auburn. 

Since  his  seventh  year,  .James  Gorham  has  lieen 
a  resident  of  Faj'ette  County.  Here  in  the  public 
schools  he  acquired  his  education  and  upon  a  farm 
in  Aulmrn  Township  he  was  reared  to  manhood. 
When  but  a  j'oulli  he  responded  to  tl)e  country's 
call  for  troops,  enlisting  in  Auburn,  December  14, 
186.3,  as  a  member  of  Company  II,  Sixtli  Iowa  Cav- 
alry-. Ongoing  to  Dubuque  it  was  found  that  the 
regiment  was  full  and  the  company  was  transferred 
to  the  First  Iowa  Cavalry  as  Company  G.,  and  at- 
tached to  the  Western  aimy.  Mr.  Gorham  partic- 
ipated in  the  battles  of  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  Saline 
Cross  Roads,  Bayou  De  Meto  and  I'ine  Bluffs.  He 
was  also  in  Southern  Arkansas  and  at  length  was 
honorably  discharged  at  tlie  close  of  the  war  in 
Austin,  Tex.,  in  December,  1865.  The  previous 
year  he  had  been  wounded  in  the  left  thigh  and  was 
confined  in  the  regimental  hospital  for  two  weeks. 
He  llieu  made  a  trip  to  Fort  Smitii  whore  he  was 
taken  witli  the  fevei'  and  ague  which  conflned  him 
to  the  hospital  for  three  months.  Shortly  after- 
ward lie  returned  to  regular  duty  and  with  the  ex- 
ception of  tliese  times  during  his  service  he  was 
always  with  his  company  and  took  ))art  in  all  the 
eng.agenients  in  which  it  participated. 

When  the  war  was  over  and  peace  restoreil  Mr. 
Gorham  returned  to  this  county  and  resumed  farm- 
ing, which  lie  followed  suceessfullv  for  a  number 
of  years.  He  is  now  living  in  Auburn.  On  the 
2d  of  April,  1883.  in  Auburn  Towiishi|i,  he  led  to 
the  marriage  altar  Miss  Sarah  E.  Tope,  daughter  of 
J.  J.  Tope,  whose  sketcli  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  By  their  union  have  been  born  two  ciiii<lrcii, 
a  son  and  daughter — Alma  and  John  Lester. 

We  find  in  Mr.  Gorham  a  valued  citizen  of  East 
Aul)urn  who  takes  a  commendable  interest  in  every- 
thing pertaining  to  the  advancement  of   the  town 


and  the  promotion  of  the  general  welfare.  He  is  a 
member  of  two  civic  societies,  Sutherland  Post, 
G.  A.  R.,  and  Waucoma  Lodge,  No.  303, 1.  O.  O.  P., 
both  of  AVaucoma.  In  politics  he  is  a  stalwart 
supporter  of  Republican  principles  and  as  every 
true  American  citizen  should  do,  feels  an  interest 
in  political  affairs. 


,g-^m^^. 


<^,  jp  O.  SUMNER,  a  retired  farmer  residing  on 
V  A/*  section  33,  Scott  Township,  was  born  in 
^if^  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  January  31,  1837. 
The  family'  is  of  English  descent.  His  grandfather 
James  Sumner,  was  born  and  reared  in  Connecti- 
cut, and  there  married  Phoebe  Alvord,  also  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  with  whom  he  removed  to  New 
York  about  1800,  locating  in  Fulton  County, 
where  he  followed  his  trade  of  tanning  and  shoe- 
making.  He  tlien  changed  his  occupation  and  gave 
his  attention,  after  1835.  to  farming.  His  wife  died 
in  Fulton  County,  and  he  returned  to  Connecticut 
in  1804,  and  married  her  sister,  Asenatli  Alvord. 
Subsequently  they  became  residents  of  Saratoga 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  his  death  occurred  in  1864, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  \ears.  His  wife  died 
two  years  previous.  He  was  a  prominent  and  in- 
fluential citizen,  took  great  interest  in  public  affairs 
and  occui)ies  various  official  positions  of  honor 
and  trust.  He  was  also  prominent  in  the  Baptist 
Church,  of  whicli  lie  was  a  member  from  early  life, 
and  for  its  upbuilding  and  advancement  he  labored 
untiringly. 

The  father  of  our  suliject,  James  Sumner,  Jr., 
was  born  in  Fulton  Count}",  N.  Y.,  and  with  his 
father  learned  the  shoe-maker's  trade,  but  at  an  early 
day  engaged  in  farming.  In  .Saiatoga  County, 
in  February,  1836,  he  was  joined  in  wedlock  with 
Miss  Sophia  Hagedorn,  a  lady  of  German  and  Eng- 
lish descent,  and  a  daughter  of  Jonathan  A.  Hage- 
dorn. who  w'as  born  in  Watervliet.  N.  Y.  The 
young  couple  began  their  domestic  life  uiKin  a  farm 
in  Saratoga  County,  and  in  1865  Mr.  .'^umner  and 
his  family  removed  to  Orleans  County,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying  in  1886. 
His  first  >vife  died   when  our  subject  was  a   lad   of 
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live  years,  and  in  1843  he  wedded  Abigail  Hage- 
doni,  who  departed  this  life  in  187!.  Ilis  tliird 
wife  was  Sallie'Ann  Weld,  who  still  survives  him. 
By  the  first  union  were  born  Ihiee  children:  Will- 
iam ().,  of  this  sketch,  and  two  who  died  in  youth. 
In  Mr.  Sumner  we  find  one  of  the  leading  citizens 
of  the  Empire  State  in  early  days.  He  not  only 
filled  county  offices,  but  in  1860-61  jepresented  his 
district  in  the  State  Legislature.  He  was  influen- 
tial in  electing  Senator  Harris,  and  through  that 
gentleman  could  have  received  an  appointment  to 
a  public  office,  but  declined.  He  was  not  desirous 
of  official  honor  preferring  rather  to  devote  his 
time  and  attention  to  his  business  interests,  and  the 
work  of  the  church.  He  was  lilessed  with  prosper- 
ity, and  of  his  means  gave  liberally  to  charitable 
and  benevolent  interests,  and  for  the  upbuilding 
and  establishment  of  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which 
he  was  a  faithful  and  consistent  member. 

William  O.  Sumner  was  reared  to  manhood  upon 
his  father's  farm,  and  in  his  boyhood  entered  his 
father's  sawmill.  In  this  way  he  soon  became  ac- 
quainted with  the  business,  and  before  he  had  at- 
tained his  majority  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 
mill.  He  received  good  educational  advantages, 
and  was  thus  fitted  for  the  duties  of  life.  After 
attending  the  public  schools,  he  pursued  a  three 
years'  course  of  study  in  Kingsboro  Academy.  He 
engaged  in  farming  in  Saratoga  County  until 
twenty-eight  years  of  age.  The  succeeding  five 
years  he  spent  upon  a  farm  in  Orleans  County,  and 
is  possessor  of  the  same  since  liis  father's  death.  In 
March,  1869,  he  came  to  Iowa,  locating  on  his  farm 
in  Scott  Township,  Fayette  County.  It  was  then  en- 
tirely destitute  of  improvements,  and  not  a  single 
furrow  had  been  turned,  but  almost  the  entire 
township  was  in  a  similar  condition.  Ilis  own  farm 
comprises  four  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land,  and 
is  furnished  with  good  buildings  and  all  the  acces- 
sories of  the  model  farm.  However,  he  rents  his 
land,  having  retired  from  active  business  life. 

In  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  in  18.5J,  Mr.  Sumner 
was  united  in  marriage  with  IMiss  Attalanta  Man- 
chester, a  native  of  tliat  county,  and  a  daughter  of 
Abram  and  Hannah  Manchester.  Her  father  died 
at  the  age  of  eight3'-six  years,  and  her  mother  at 
the  age  of  eighty-eight.     They  were  the  parents  of 


'  six  children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sumner  have  one 
daughter:  Mrs.  Alice  A.  Winslow,  who  was  born  in 
New  York,  grew  to  womanhood  in  this  county-,  at- 
tended school  in  Medina,  N.  Y.,  and  is  now  resid- 
ing in  St.  Paul.  Minn.,  where  her  husband  is  em- 
ployed as  a  civil  engineer.  The  parents  were 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  but  as  there  is  no 
congregation  here,  their  membership  is  with  no 
local  organization.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  Lincoln,  and  has  since  supported  the  Re- 
publican part}',  being  a  warm  advocate  of  its  prin- 
ciples. He  has  taken  an  active  part  in  its  conven- 
tions, and  does  all  in  his  power  to  advance  the 
interests  and  insure  the  success  of  Republicanism. 
Their  pleasant  home  is  the  abode  of  hospitality. 
It  is  tastefully  furnished  and  filled  with  books  and 
periodicals  which  indicate  the  cultivated  taste  of. 
the  inmates.  Among  his  fellow-tovvnsmen  Mr. 
Sumner  is  held  in  high  regard. 


7OHN  STEGGALL  is  numbered  among  the 
early  settlers  of  the  county,  having  made 
his  home  in  Oran  Township  before  its  organ- 
)  ization.  He  now  resides  on  section  36, 
where  he  has  a  fine  farm  comprising  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  valuable  land,  besides  ten  acres 
of  timber  in  Buchanan  County.  He  is  a  native  of 
England,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Suffolk,  in 
182o.  Four  years  later  he  was  brought  by  his  pa- 
rents to  America,  the  family  locating  in  Onondaga 
County,  N.  Y..  where  the  father  and  mother  spent 
the  remainder  of  their  lives.  The  children,  brothers 
and  sisters  of  our  subject  are,  William  who  was 
born  in  England,  married  a  Miss  Potter  by  whom  he 
had  four  children  and  is  now  deceased;  Mary 
Ann  who  became  the  wife  of  Elihu  BoK^by,  an  ag- 
riculturist, but  both  are  now  deceased;  Jonathan, 
married  a  New  York  lady  by  whom  he  had  three 
children  and  resided  in  the  Empire  State  until  liis 
death,  which  occurred  some  years  ago;  John  is  the 
next  younger;  Samuel,  who  removed  to  Ohio  in 
1  852  where  he  rented  land  until  185C  and  then  came 
to  Iowa,  now  has  a  good  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixtj'   acres   in  Jefferson   Township.     He    married 
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Emily  Hassner  and  unto  them  hare  been  born 
eleven  children;  Maria  became  the. wife  of  Sidney 
King  in  New  York,  wlienee  tiiey  emigrated  to 
til  is  State,  locating  on  section  31,  Jefferson  Town- 
ship, where  ]Mr.  King  improved  a  farm.  Thence 
tiiev  removed  to  Independence.  Iowa,  where  Mrs. 
King  died.  Later  he  sold  and  is  now  engaged  in 
the  dairy  business  in  Fairbanks.  They  had  four 
children;  Asa,  who  was  married  in  New  York  had 
five  children,  ran  a  canal  boat  in  the  East  for  some 
years  then  came  to  this  county  and  purchased 
eiglity  acres  of  land,  but  after  three  3ears  spent  in 
farming  returned  to  New  York,  where  he  sailed  as 
captain  on  a  canal  boat  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred several  years  ago;  Sarah  married  John  Aigen 
and  they  are  both  deceased. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  education 
in  the  schools  of  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
on  the  20th  of  January,  1846,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  v^ith  Sarah  A.  Harford,  daughter  of  Har- 
vey and  Ann  Harford.  They  were  parents  of  four 
children — Jane  l^ccame  the  wife  of  J.  A.  Porter,  and 
after  his  deatli  married  Benjamin  Merchant,  of 
Kenosha,  Wis.,  by  wliom  she  had  two  children  but 
both  she  and  her  husband  are  now  deceased;  Cyn- 
thia resides  in  Vernon  County,  Mo.;  and  Peter 
resides  in  Oelwien.  He  married  in  Lake  County, 
111.,  and  removed  to  Dubuque  County,  Iowa,  where 
his  wife  died.  Afterward  lie  became  a  resident  of 
Jefferson  Townshij),  this  county,  and  in  1869  mar- 
ried Fannie  Kiddler.  Four  children  were  born  of 
the  first  union  ami  six  by  the  second. 

]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Steggall  began  their  domestic  life 
in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  but  after  three  years, 
with  their  infant  son,  started  westward,  locating  in 
Wankegau,  Lake  County,  111.,  where  he  worked  a 
farm  upon  shares  as  he  had  no  capital  with  which 
to  buy  land,  his  entire  possessions  being  a  team  of 
horses.  Their  home,  however,  was  brightened  by 
the  presence  of  another  son,  John  V.  who  was  born 
in  Lake  County,  March  18,  1850.  Samuel  P.,  born 
Januarj'  1847,  in  New  York,  had  come  with  tliera  to 
the  West.  After  some  3'ears  spent  in  Illinois 
the  family  removed  to  F'ayette  County,  Iowa,  loca- 
ting in  Oran  Township,  where  Mr.  Steggall  entered 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  from  theCov- 
ernment.      This   was  all  in    its  primitive  condition. 


not  a  furrow  having  been  turned.  In  the  spring  of 
18.")4  he  commenced  breaking  prairie  which  he 
l)lanted  in  sod  corn,  and  that  season  he  also  raised 
the  first  crop  of  wheat  ever  harvested  in  that  neigh- 
borhood. He  cut  it  with  a  cradle,  receiving  as  his 
share  twenty-seven  bushels  which  was  threshed  by 
a  machine  owned  by  parties  in  Buchanan  County. 
After  two  years  he  sold  his  oxen,  and  with  his  team 
of  horses  it  was  not  long  until  his  laiul  was  under  a 
good  state  of  cultivation  and  yielding  him  a  ready 
return  for  his  labors.  However  he  bore  many  hard- 
ships and  difficulties  such  as  are  incident  to  pioneer 
life.  He  had  to  haul  his  wheat  to  Mcfiregor,  a 
distance  of  seventj'  miles  and  then  received  only 
forty  cents  per  bushel,  but  by  industry-  and  perse- 
verance he  overcame  all  obstacles  in  his  path  and 
worked  his  way  upward  to  prosperity.  The  hardest 
season  he  experienced  was  in  1858,  when  the  wheat 
crop  was  almost  a  failure  and  good  Hour  could  not 
be  made  from  the  small  amount  raised.  The  oats 
were  not  much  better,  the  corn  did  not  ripen  and 
mone}-  could  not  be  obtained  from  any  source. 
The  success  which  he  has  achieved  is  due  entirely 
to  his  own  efforts  and  he  may  truly  be  called  a 
self-made  man. 

In  1871  Mr.  Steggall  was  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  on  the  20th  of  Novem- 
ber, leaving  three  children.  The  two  sons  we  have 
mentioned.  Samuel  P.,  who  owns  and  operates  a 
good  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  highly 
improved,  married  Sarah  O'Neil  in  1866.  and  unto 
them  have  been  born  two  children;  John  F.,  who 
married  Rachel  O'Neil  in  1869,  has  a  highly  culti- 
vated farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  One 
child  graces  their  union.  The  daughter,  Anna  A., 
who  was  born  in  this  county,  April  27,  1860,  is  the 
wife  of  Ziba  Miller,  who  since  1867  has  resided  in 
this  coiHity.  He  is  now  a  farmer  of  Oran  Township 
and  they  have  three  interesting  children. 

After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Mr.  Steggall 
was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Mr;.  Nancy  M.  Tainter, 
January  11,  18S1.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Li  ndsey  D. 
and  Lydia  (Kinsman)  Kngle.  Her  father  was  born 
in  New  York.  July  8,  1805,  and  on  the  22d  of  Oc- 
tober, 1829,  in  Yates  County,  married  Miss  Kins- 
man, who  was  born  in  Arlington,  N.  Y.,  January  8, 
1805.     He  was  a  farmer  )iy  occupation  in  his  native 
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State  and  on  his  removal  to  Cuj-aboga  County, 
Ohio,  in  1830  he  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land. 
The  cliildren  of  their  family  are  as  follows — P>olsy 
Ann,  wlio  was  born  August  2,  1830,  and  died  June 
8,  1833;  Cyntliia  C,  who  was  born  October  17, 
1832,  became  tlie  wife  of  Matliew  Broadbent  in 
Mt.  Pleasant,  Wis.,  July  16,  1850, and  came  with  her 
husband  to  this  county,  where  he  died  February  28, 
1875.  She  then  married  Edwin  Broadbent,  brother 
of  her  fir.st  iiusband,  and  they  reside  in  Boone 
County,  Neb.  She  has  had  eleven  cliildren;  Lydia 
Ann,  born  August  27,  1834,  died  February  28, 
1842;  AlonzoK.,  born  April  20,  1836,  enlisted  for 
the  late  war  in  August,  1861,  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany C,  Nintli  Regiment  Iowa  Volunteers,  and  died 
May  5,  1862;  Nancy  M.,  wife  of  our  subject,  is  the 
nextyounger;  Sarah  T.,  born  March  25,  1840,  died 
March  15,  1862  ;  and  Emma  M.,  wiio  was  born  May 
15,  1843,  became  the  wife  of  Erasing  Sufflcool, 
September  28,  1863,  in  Hazleton,  Iowa.  She  died 
February  27,  1866. 

Nancy  M.  Engle  was  born  January  16,  1839,  and 
on  the  8th  of  April,  1857,  in  Ilazelton,  Iowa,  was 
joined  in  wedlocli  with  Joel  E.  Tainter,  who  died 
in  Howell  County,  Mo.,  August  7,  1870.  They 
were  the  parents  of  five  children — Emma  J.,  born 
in  Buchanan  County,  March  27,  1858,  is  the  wife 
of  E.  D.  Elliott;  Lindsey  K.,  born  August  29,  1859, 
married  Helen  Baker  of  Oelwein,  and  now  resides 
in  Strawberry  Point,  Clayton  County,  where  he  is 
eno'aged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery; 
Myra  II.,  born  in  Jefferson  Township,  this  connty, 
July  11,  1862,  is  the  wife  of  George  Nichols,  a 
resident  farmer  of  Buchanan  County;  Emory,  born 
May  12,  1866.  is  a  druggist  of  Sac  City,  Iowa; 
Anson  L.,  l)orn  in  Howell  County,  Mo.,  June  19, 
1870,  is  a  student  in  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  of 
F.ayetle. 

In  piililical  sentiment,  INIr.  Stcggall  is  independ- 
ent, voting  for  the  man  he  thinks  will  best  fill  the 
office.  Mis  wife,  a  most  estimable  lady,  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Christian  Church.  They  are  held  in  high 
esteem  by  many  friends  and  are  widely  known 
ihrouo'hout  the  c  ■inmuiiity  where  they  have  made 
their  home  for  many  j'ears.  His  farm  com|)rises 
two  hundred  and  fifty  ..cres,  valued  at!i!40  per  acre, 
and  its  principal  products  are  corn,  oats,  hogs  and 


dairy  products.  He  keeps  from  twenty-five  to 
thirty  cows  for  dairy  purposes  and  receives  from 
this  branch  of  his  business  an  income  of  160  per 
month.  He  also  has  several  flue  horses  of  the  Clyde 
and  Norman  stocks  and  raises  a  good  grade  of  hogs. 
P>erytliing  about  the  place  is  in  keeping  with  a 
model  farm  and  the  owner  is  accounted  one  of  the 
leading  agriculturists  of  Oran  Township. 


-/Cij  RTHUR  CRAWFORD.  Among  the  farm- 
^©eJJ  ers  of  Fa3'ette  County  who  have  taken  an 
/  li  active  part  in  her  upbuilding  and  advance- 
ment is  our  subject  who  resides  on  section 
1,  Windsor  Township.  He  has  here  made  his  home 
since  1866,  emigrating  westward  from  Ohio,  his  na- 
tive State.  He  was  born  in  Carroll  County  on  the 
11th  of  Februarj',  1825,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Martha  (Donaldson)  Crawford.  His  father  was 
born  in  Ireland  in  1802,  and  when  a  young  man 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America,  locating  in  Penn- 
sylvania where  he  became  acquainted  with  and 
married  Miss  Donaldson  who  was  born  in  that 
State  in  1798.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occu|iation, 
which  business  he  followed  thioughout  his  entire 
life.  In  an  early  da\'  in  the  history  of  Ohio,  he 
took  up  his  residence  in  Carroll  County,  vifhere  he 
developed  a  farm,  making  it  his  home  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1848.  His  wife  long  sur- 
vived him  and  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  1888. 
In  their  family  were  nine  children — Eliza  Ann,  wife 
of  James  Gaiilt,  of  Carroll  County,  Ohio;  Artliur, 
whose  name  heads  this  sketch:  Jane,  wife  of  Elias 
Johnston,  of  Carroll  County,  Oliio;  David, who  mar- 
ried KateThora|)SOn  and  resides  in  Carroll  County; 
Mary,  wife  of  William  Haines,  of  Steiibi'ii  County. 
Ind;  Sanih  and  Robert,  twins,  the  furmei- living  in 
Carroll  County,  the  latter  now  deccasid;  Ricliel, 
wife  of  William  T.  Grimes,  of  Dover  Tovvnsl)i[). 
Fayette  County,  Iowa,  who  came  to  this  county  in 
1858;  and  Willie  who  died  in  Carroll  Couiii3-, 
Ohio,  about  1844.  Robert  enlisted  for  the  lale  war 
in  1861,  as  a  member  of  Comfiany  A.  Thirty. Sec- 
ond Ohio   Infantry,  and    during   his   service    con- 
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tracted  t3-phoid  fever  from  which  he  died  tit 
Viclvsburg  in  October,  1863. 

Nothing  of  special  importance  occurred  during 
the  childhood  of  Arthur  Crawford.  He  was  reared 
to  manhood  in  the  county  of  his  nativity,  where,  af- 
ter he  had  attained  to  mature  years  he  was  joined 
in  wedlock  with  Miss  Elizabeth'Boyd,  the  wedding 
being  celebrated  on  the  15th  of  June,  1854.  The 
lady  was  born  in  that  county  and  is  a  daugliter  of 
David  and  Agnes  (Bell)  Boyd,  the  former  born  in 
,Penns3-lvania  in  1810,  and  the  latter  in  Maryland 
in  1814.  During  their  childhood  they  emigrated 
to  Carroll  County,  Ohio,  where  they  were  married 
in  1832,  five  children  being  born  of  their  union, 
namely:  Mrs.  Crawford;  "^Lavica  who  resides  in 
Carroll  County;  .Tohn  B.,  who  was  born  in  1840 
and  is  still  living  in  Ohio;  Alexander  who  was  born 
in  1843,  enlisted  in  Company  I,  Ninety-Kiglitli 
Ohio  Regiment,  and  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle 
of  Chickamauga  and  was  held  in  the  rebel  prisons 
of  Belle  Isle  and  Andersonville  for  fifteen  months 
and  three  days  before  he  was  exchanged,  but  was 
so  deceased  and  emaciated  that  he  was  discharged 
at  Wasliington,  D.  C;  lie  is  married  and  makes  his 
home  in  Carroll  County;  David  S.,  born  in  1846, 
is  married  and  also  resides  in  Carroll  County.  The 
father  of  this  family  died  in  the  Buckeye  State  but 
the  mother  is  still  living  on  tlie  old  homestead. 
The  founder  of  that  family  in  America  was  Alex- 
ander Boyd  who  left  his  home  in  Ireland,  and  in 
1798  became  a  resident  of  Pcnns3'lvania. 

Shortly  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Crawford  took  his 
bride  to  a  farm  in  the  county  of  his  nativity  and 
zealously  devoted  his  energies  to  the  cultivation  of 
the  soil  until  1861,  when  at  the  first  call  for  troops 
he  offered  his  services  to  the  Government.  Me  be- 
came a  member  of  Company  A,  Thirt3-.Second 
Ohio  Infantry,  for  three  years,  and  was  assigned  to 
the  Array  of  the  Cumberland.  He  took  part  in  the 
battle  of  Green  Briar  and  at  Harper's  Ferr3-  was 
twice  wounded,  carrying  one  ball  in  his  body  to- 
day. He  was  also  captured  at  that  place  but  made 
his  escape  and  joined  his  regiment.  The  greater 
part  of  the  time  he  was  engaged  oti  duty  in  the 
West  and  participated  in  the  siege  and  capture  of 
Vicksburg.  I'ricir  to  the  Ilar()er's  Ferry  surrender 
he  was   in   the    following    battles   and    skirmishes: 


Cheat  Mountain,  Green  Briar,  Harrlsburg,  Cross 
Keys,  McDowell  and  Winchester, besides  nian3-  other 
skirmishes  and  the  surrender  ofCHarper's  Ferry, 
where  he  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner  carrying 
two'rebel  balls  in  his  left  side  and  with  twent3--two 
others  escaped  from  the  rebel  lines^by  crossing  the 
Potomac  j'eaching  his  home  in  two  weeks  without  a 
penny  in  his  pocket  and  was  exchanged  in  ninety 
days  and  returned  to  his  regiment.  Being  assigned 
to  the  Western  division  he  was  at  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg;  being  disabled  there  with  a  broken  arm  and  not 
fit  for  duty,  he  was  transferred  to  the  'veteran  re- 
serve corps  and  there  served  out  the  remainder  of 
his  enlistment  at  Rock  Island,  Ill.,"asrSergeant  of 
Nos.  9  and  12  barracks  that  contained  the  rebel 
prisioners.  He  was  honorably  discharged  in  Chi- 
cago, 111.,  at  the  close  of  his  terra  [of  service,  in 
September,  1864,  and  returned  to  his  old  home. 

Two  years  later,  Mr.  Crawford  having  determined 
to  come  West,  chose  Fa3fette  County  as  the  scene  of 
his  future  labors  and  made  a  settlement  in  Windsor 
Township.  He  bought  a  farm  of  ninety  acres  and 
afterwards  by  an  additional  purchase  increased  its 
boundaries  until  it  comprised  one  hundred  and 
seventy-Dve  acres.  However,  he  has  since  disposed 
of  much  of  this  land,  owning  ninety-five  acres  on 
section  1.  This  he  has  placed  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation  and  the  many  excellent  improvements 
which  he  has  made  greatly  enhance  its  value.  Be- 
side his  agricultural  interests,  Mr.  Crawford  has 
been  connected  with  other  enterprises  in  this 
county.  He  encouraged  the  organization  of  the 
Fayette  National  Bank  and  became  a  member  of 
its  first  board  of  directors.  The  cause  of  education 
finds  in  him  a  warm  friend  and  while  serving  as  a 
member  of  the  School  Board,  has  done  effective 
service  in  that  line.  As  every  true  American  citizen 
should  do,  he  feels  an  interest  in  public  affairs  and 
keeps  himself  well  informed  on  the  leading  issues 
of  the  da3',  while  at  the  ballot  box  he  su|)portsthe 
Republican  party.  Sociall3'  he  is  a  member  of 
Abernethy  Post,  No.  48,  G.  A.  R.,  of  West  Union. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crawford  have  been  born 
seven  children — Flora  Addie,  born  September  3, 
1855,  is  now  the  wife  of  David  Turner,  of  Wind- 
sor Township;  Martha  Ella,  born  August  3,  1858, 
is  the   wife  of  Samuel  Johnston,  of  Cloud  Count3', 
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Kan.;  Elwell  J.,boiu  May  30,  1861,  married  Miss 
Mabel  P.  Doty,  anrl  resides  in  ITnion  Townslii|); 
Nannie  Belle,  born  Felnuar^'  '21,  1867,  wedded 
Grant  L.  Doty,  a  resident  farmer  of  Union  Town- 
sliip;  Jennie  Boyd,  born  March  7,  1871,  is  tlie  wife 
of  Trnman  A.  J.  Dot3-,  of  Windsor  Townsliii); 
Artie  R.,  born  April  9,  1877;  and  David  S.  B., 
Felirnnry  16,  1880.  are  still  under  tlie  paternal  roof 
and  are  attending  school.  This  family  is  well  and 
favorably  known  throughout  the  county  and  the 
children  do  honor  to  the  parents  from  whom  they 
receive  that  priceless  heritage,  an  untarnished 
name.  A  quarter  of  a  century  has  passed  since 
Mr.  Crawford  came  to  the  county  and  he  has  done 
nothing  to  forfeit  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens 
but  has  steadily  risen  in  their  respect.  Our  subject 
has  been  a  liberal  supporter  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  for  thirty-five  years  and  his  wife  has  been 
an  active  member  of  the  same  church  since  she  was 
sixteen  years  old  and  was  one  of  eight  members 
who  helped  to  organize  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  West  Union. 


-^^ 


■^YlOHN  HUTCHISON,  a  lawyer  of  Brush 
Creek,  is  one  of  the  Scotch-American  citi- 
zens of  Iowa.  He  was  born  in  Edinburgh, 
Scotland,  January  2,  1837,  and  his  parents, 
William  and  Janet  (Hamilton)  Hutchison,  were 
also  natives  of  the  same  country,  where  they  spent 
their  entire  lives,  the  father  dying  at  the  age  of 
seventy-three  j'ears,  and  his  wife  reaching  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-four.  In  their  family  were 
thirteen  cliildren,  eleven  of  whom  grew  to  mature 
years,  but  only  two  of  the  number  crossed  the  water 
to  America — John  and  William.  The  latter  came 
to  the  United  States  in  1850,  and  is  now  engaged 
in  wagon  making  in  Richland  Center,  Wis.  He 
married  and  his  daughter  Jessie  is  a  practicing 
attorney. 

With  one  exception,  our  subject  was  the  young- 
est of  the  family.  His  advantages  in  youth  were 
very  limited.  Only  until  eleven  years  of  age  did 
he  have  the  opportunity  of  attending  school  and  it 
proved  a  great  trial  to  the  studious  lad  who  would 


spend  his  nights  poring  over  his  books.  In  later 
years  he  has  read  extensively,  thus  counteracting 
the  defects  of  his  youth  and  adding  to  his  store  of 
knowledge  until  iie  is  now  a  well-informed  man. 
His  busines.'!  education  was  acquired  in  a  grocery 
store  where  he  was  employed  from  the  age  of 
eleven  to  nineteen  years.  At  length  he  determined 
to  try  his  fortune  in  the  New  World,  where  be 
believed  a  young  man  could  better  advance  in  life 
than  in  the  older  countries,  so,  bidding  good-bj'  to 
home  and  friends,  he  embarked  for  New  York. 
On  reaching  that  metropolis,  he  at  once  resumed 
his  journey  by  land  and  traveled  westward  until  he 
arrived  at  Belleville,  iMich.,  where  in  his  brother's 
shop  he  learned  the  trsde  of  carriage  and  wagon 
making.  Nine  years  he  spent  in  that  State  and  in 
186.5  came  to  F.ayette  County,  Iowa,  and  built  a 
house  for  Z.  G.  Allen.  In  the  autumn  of  that  year 
he  opened  a  wagon  shop  in  Taylorville,  where  he 
carried  on  business  until  1875,  when  he  sold  out 
and  came  to  Brush  Creek.  Here  he  again  built  a 
shop  but  has  devoted  much  less  of  his  attention  to 
that  business  than  formerly'.  For  some  six  years 
he  read  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1877, 
since  which  time  be  has  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
the  legal  profession. 

On  the  14th  of  December,  1839,  Mr.  Hutchison 
was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Martha  M.  Lick- 
iss,  the  marriage  being  celebrated  in  Belleville, 
Mich.  The  lady,  who  was  born  in  that  State,  is  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Maria  (Webster)  Lickiss, 
natives  of  England,  who  when  young  came  to  the 
United  States.  Unto  them  have  been  born  seven 
children— Minnetta  I.,  wife  of  W.  H.  Tompson, 
an  attorney-at-law  of  Grand  Island,  Neb.;  Jennie 
M.,  wife  of  E.  C.  Ecker  who  resides  in  Burlington, 
Iowa;  Byron,  who  is  operating  a  creamery  in 
Madison,  Neb.;  Mary  G.,  wife  of  W.  H.  Walralh; 
Robert  R.,  a  printer;  Orson  R.  and  Frank  E. 

Mr.  Hutchison  identified  himself  with  the  Repub- 
lican party  until  Hayes'  administration,  since  which 
time  he  has  supported  the  Greenback  movement. 
For  ten  years  he  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  in  1878  was  elected  on  the  Greenback  ticket  as 
Recorder  of  Deeds,  the  first  Republican  defeat  in 
the  county.  He  was  a  leading  spirit  in  securino- 
the  town  organization  of  Brush  Creek,  was  elected 
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its  first  jAIa^'or,  was  prominent  in  the  organization 
of  the  ]}rush  Creek  Fair  Association  and  was  its 
first  secretary,  a  position  wliich  he  is  now  also  fill- 
ing. Ill  November,  1890,  lie  was  nominated  on 
tlie  Democratic  ticlcet  for  County  Attorney  and 
made  a  strong  race.  Socially,  he  is  a  Mason  and  a 
Woddinan.  Mr.  Ilutcliison  is  now  doing  .a  general 
law  business,  having  practiced  with  success  for 
fourteen  years  and  is  a  man  of  much  natural  ability, 
llis  ollicial  positions  lie  has  filled  with  honor  to 
himself  and  constituents,  and  his  public  and  private 
life  have  alike  won  for  him  the  regard  of  friends 
and  acquaintances. 


S.   WAITE,   who  is  engaged  in  farming  and 

''    stt)ck-raising  on  section  5,  Windsor   Town- 

/i 

ship,  is  a  prominent  and  inflnenti;,l  citizen 
of  the  community,  who  has  been  honored  b}'  his 
fellow-townsmen  with  many  local  offices,  and  has 
been  .lustice  of  the  Peace,  a  position  which 
he  has  held  for  the  past  twelve  j'cais.  He 
is  descended  from  a  New  England  family  of  En- 
glish origin  which  was  established  in  America  dur- 
ing Colonial  days.  His  grandfather  was  born  in 
New  York,  and  his  father  in  Vermont  in  1802. 
Having  attained  to  mature  years  he  wedded  Miss 
Luciiida  (ioodenough,  who  was  iiorn  in  the  Green 
Mountain  Stale  in  18U5,  and  then  followed  farming 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  August,  1831, 
in  Canada.  His  widow  still  survives  him  and  is 
living  in  the  State  of  her  nativity.  Three  children 
were  born  unto  this  worthy  couple  and  all  yet 
ahi<le — Hor.ace  is  married  and  resides  in  Lamoille 
County.  A't.,  where  his  brother  HiiMm  G.also  makes 
his  home.     He  too  is  married. 

'I'he  youngest  of  the  family  and  the  one  in  whom 
the  people  of  Fayette  County  are  especially  inter- 
ested is  C.  S.  Waite,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch. 
He  was  born  in  the  Province  of  (Quebec,  Canada, 
in  1830,  but  when  a  young  lad  the  family  removed 
to  Franklin  County,  Vt.,  where  the  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth  were  spent.  Choosing  farming 
as  the  occupation  which  lu^  wished  to  make  his  life 
work  he  embarked  upon  that  pursuit  in     Lamoille 


County.  Previous  to  this  time,  however,  his  mother 
had  again  married,  becoming  the  wile  of  David 
Grant.  JM.  D.,  in  1835.  Three  children  were  born 
of  tliat  union:  Mrs.  I'liilinda  .Master,  of  Franklin 
County-,  \t.;  Ora  C.,  who  died  in  1874,  leaving  a 
family;  and  .John  W..  who  is  married  and  resides 
in  Franklin  County,  Vt.  The  father  died  in  the 
Green  Mcjuntaiu  State  about  187."). 

In  [lartnersliip  with  his  brother  Horace.  Mr. 
Waite  purchased  a  farm  of  about  six  hundred  acres 
and  placed  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  the 
amount  under  cultivation.  Subscfpientl\'  he  sold 
to  his  brotlier  and  removed  to  Franklin  County, 
whence  he  afterward  went  to  Orleans  County,  Vt., 
where  he  purchased  land  and  engaged  in  farming 
until  1867.  It  was  during  his  residence  in  Frank- 
lin County  that  he  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss 
Rebecca  D.  Clianiberlin,  a  native  of  that  State,  who 
was  born  and  reared  m  the  county  where  their 
marriags  was  celebrated  in  1855.  Her  parents  are 
Willard  and  Louisa  (Colton)  Clianiberlin.  also 
natives  of  Franklin  County  and  now  residents  of 
Caledonia  County,  \'t.  By  their  union  they  be- 
came parents  of  three  children,  but  have  lost  their 
first-born,  Clara,  who  died  in  infancy;  Flora  L.  is 
at  home;  anil  J^illian  L.  is  now  Mrs.  Swale,  of 
Windsor  Township. 

Wishing  to  make  his  home  in  the  West  Mr. 
Waite  visited  Iowa  on  a  prospecting  tour  in  18G9, 
and  being  well  pleased  with  Fayelte  County  and 
its  future  prospects  purchased  an  improved  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  section  5,  Wind- 
sor Townsliii).  The  following  year  he  removed  his 
family  to  the  nevv  home  and  turned  his  attention  to 
the  cultivation  of  1,'is  farm,  which  he  has  since 
increased  by  an  additional  purchase  of  a  forty-acre 
tract.  He  has  a  pleasant  residence,  tastefully  fur- 
nished, good  barns  and  outbuildings  and  many  of 
the  conveniences  and  improvements  of  the  model 
farm.  He  has  devoted  himself  assiduously  to  his 
business  and  with  most  excellent  success,  j'et  has 
found  time  to  give  to  public  duties.  He  supports 
the  Republican  party,  and  as  before  stated  has  held 
the  olfice  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  twelve  years. 
He  was  Township  Trustee,  for  many  years  has  been 
Secretary  of  the  School  Board,  a  position  which  he 
yet  holds,  and    in    1872  was  appointed   Postmaster 
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of  the  Windsor  post-offlee.  He  held  that  position 
for  ten  consecutive  years  and  then  resigned  in 
favor  of  the  present  incumbent.  His  official  duties 
have  ever  been  discharged  with  promptness  and 
fidelity,  winning  him  the  confidence  and  respect  of 
all  concerned.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Churcli,  of  Windsor, 
and  take  an  active  part  in  the  work,  doing  what 
they  can  for  its  interests  and  contributing  liberally 
to  the  cause. 

CHARLES  HANSON,  a  farmer  and  stone-cut- 
ter,  has  resided  in  Jefferson  Township  for 
a  third  of  a  century,  his  home  being  now 
in  Oelwein.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Keighley, 
Yorkshire,  England,  on  the  17th  of  April,  1837, 
and  is  a  son  of  Tliomas  and  Mary  (Terry)  Hanson, 
who  were  also  natives  of  the  same  town.  Their 
family  numbered  Sve  children,  four  sons  and  a 
daugliter:  Hiram,  the  eldest,  married  Miss  Ann 
Heckard  and  resides  in  Oelwein;  Joseph  wedded 
Miss  Maria  Holly,  and  is  a  resident  of  Chicago; 
Jonas  married  Sara  Ella  Skaff  in  England,  and  their 
home  is  now  in  Custer  County,  Neb. ;  Charles  is  the 
next  younger;  and  Harriet  is  the  wife  of  Christopher 
Smitii,  a  farmer  of  Jefferson  Township.  Thomas 
Hanson  first  came  to  the  L'nited  States  in  1843  and 
after  spending  one  year  in  Racine  County,  Wis., 
returned  to  England.  In  1860,  he  once  more 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America,  being  accompan- 
ied by  his  wife  and  younger  children,  his  elder 
sons,  Hiram  and  Charles,  having  preceded  him  in 
1843.  He  came  direct  to  Fayette  County,  Iowa, 
and  purchased  a  farm  in  Jefferson  Township,  upon 
which  he  made  his  home  until  his  death  August  27, 
1878.     His  wife  died  May  30,  1865. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  bidding  good-bye  to 
his  native  land,  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  May,  1857. 
The  first  year  and  a  half  after  his  arrival  he  spent 
in  Lockport,  111.,  coming  to  this  county  in  tlie  au- 
tumn of  1858.  He  purchased  a  farm  on  section  17, 
Jefferson  Township,  which  he  still  owns  and  which 
he  has  increased  to  two  hundred  and  forty  acres. 
It  is  well  improved,  the  fields  are  under  a  high  state 


of  cultivation,  and  it  may  be  classed  among  the 
most  valuable  farms  in  this  county.  Mr.  Hanson 
was  married  soon  after  his  arrival  in  this  commu- 
nity, he  choosing  as  a  helpmate  on  life's  journey 
Miss  Eliza  Eleanore  Shelton.  Their  union  was  cel- 
ebrated in  Jefferson  Township,  on  the  16tli  of 
December,  1860.  The  lady  was  born  in  Greene 
County,  Ind.,  September  11,  1840,  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Pjuoch  and  Elizabeth  (Burch)  Shelton,  and  a 
granddaughter  of  the  Rev.  James  Biirch,one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  Jefferson  Township,  and  the 
original  proprietor  of  the  site  of  Oelwein.  With 
her  mother  she  came  to  Fayette  County  in  1852, 
her  father  having  died  in  Tazewell  County,  111., 
May  12,  1851.  He  was  born  June  1,  1819,  and 
wedded  Miss  Burch  by  whom  he  had  five  children, 
Mrs.  Hanson  being  the  eldest;  Permelia  Jane,  the 
second,  is  the  wife  of  John  Colvert,  of  Missouri: 
Sarah  R.,  resides  in  Chicago;  James  married  Julia 
Hunt,  and  is  a  farmer  of  Oran  Township;  Mary  A., 
the  youngest,  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Lindsey,  of  Chi- 
cago. After  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Han- 
sou  came  with  her  parents  and  her  children  to  this 
county  and  was  here  married  to  Michael  Schneider. 
Of  the  second  marriage  the  following  children  were 
born:  Michael  S.,  Luella,  Lydia  A., George  J.,  Sid- 
ney and  William  A.,  all  of  whom  are  living.  The 
mother  died  July  14,  1886,  and  Mr.  Schneider  de- 
parted this  life  March  31,  1889. 

Six  children,  three  sons  and  three  daughters 
grace  the  union  of  Mr.  Hanson  and  Miss  Shelton — 
Emily  E.,  now  the  wife  of  Albert  Hockings,  a  resi- 
dent farmer  of  Jefferson  Township;  Mary  J.,  at 
home;  Charles  Edwin,  who  married  Carrie  Bang- 
hart,  and  resides  in  Oelwein;  James  Henry,  who  is 
living  on  the  home  farm ;  Benjamin  Hiram  and 
Gertie  Belle,  who  complete  the  number,  are  yet  in 
school.     All  were  born  in  Jefferson  Township. 

In  political  sentiment  ]Mr.  Hanson  is  a  supporter 
of  theRepublican  party  and  he  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  also  the  two 
older  daughters  and  second  son.  In  March,  1890, 
he  removed  with  his  family  to  Chicago,  intending 
to  reside  in  that  city,  but  his  health  failing,  he  was 
obliged  to  return  to  Iowa  after  a  few  months  and 
June  following  his  family  located  in  Oelwein,  where 
thev  now  make  their  home.     Mr.    Hanson  learned 
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the  stonecutter's  trade  in  his  j-outh  and  worked  at 
that  occupation  on  first  coining  to  America  for 
several  years.  On  his  arrival  in  this  county  he 
took  up  farming  also,  and  now  combines  tlie  two 
occupations  wliieh  yiehl  to  hira  a  comfortable  in- 
come. He  has  been  an  industrious,  liard- working 
man,  upright  in  all  business  transactions,  and  is 
devoted  to  his  home  and  family. 


W.  GRIMPjS,  a  representative  farmer  of 
Union  Townsiiip  residing  on  section  22, 
operates  five  liundreil  acres  of  land.  He 
was  born  in  Ripley  County,  Ind.,  August 
8,  1848,  and  is  descended  from  James  Grimes,  a 
native  of  Ireland,  who  when  a  joungman  came  to 
this  country  and  served  with  the  Colonial  army  in 
the  Revolutionary  War.  He  removed  to  Kentucky 
during  the  days  of  its  early  history  and  afterward 
became  a  resident  of  Indiana,  where  his  last  days 
were  spent.  His  son  John,  who  was  born  in  Ken- 
tucky, married  Miss  Mar^'  I\IcDonald,a  relative  of 
old  Joe  McDonald,  of  Indiana.  With  his  wife  and 
one  child  he  removed  to  that  State  in  1817,  loca- 
ting on  a  timber  farm.  He  served  in  the  War  of 
1812,  against  the  Indians  in  Kentucky  and  his  life 
was  that  of  a  farmer.  He  died  on  the  old  home 
place  in  1877  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  His  good 
wife  survived  him  for  three  years  and  had  also 
reached  the  age  of  fourscore  years  at  the  time  of 
her  death.  In  religious  belief  he  was  a  Baptist  and 
in  political  faith  a  slancli  sui)i)orter  of  the  Democ- 
racy and  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  success  of  his 
party. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grimes  were  born  nine 
children,  four  of  wliom  are  now  living:  James, 
the  father  of  our  subject;  Mrs.  P^lizabeth  Rogers 
of  Indiana;  John,  also  of  that  State;  and  Samuel 
who  makes  his  home  in  Kan^^as.  The  first  named 
was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  Indiana,  April 
28,  1824,  and  was  reared  to  manhood  on  his  fa- 
ther's farm.  His  educational  advantages  were 
necessarily  limited  owing  to  the  unsettled  condition 
of  the  country  round  about  his  home.     In  1847  he 


married  Miss  Mary  Ilamillon.  a  native  of  Indiana 
and  \ip(iii  a  heavily  timbered  farm  they  began  their 
doiiieslic  life.  The  j'ears  that  have  come  ami  gone 
have  seen  no  change  in  their  place  of  residence,  but 
thrre  they  have  lived  the  peaceful  lives  of  agricul- 
turalists and  reared  a  family  of  seven  children  as 
follows:  Milton  \V.,  of  this  skctcli:  George  W.,  a 
resident  fanner  of  Union  Townshi|);  Theodore  and 
Mary  Klizabeth,  both  of  whom  died  in  Indiana; 
Emma,  wife  of  Frank  Dunlai)  who  is  living  on  the 
old  home-farm;  Gillett  Bonner, a  farmer  of  I'nion 
Township;  and  Martha  Ann  at  home.  Mr.  (himes 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church  for 
forty  five  3'ears,  is  a  Democrat  in  |)olitics  and  a 
highly  respected  citizen. 

Milton  W.  Grimes,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
has  been  engaged  in  agricultural  imrsuils  through- 
out his  entire  life.  As  soon  as  he  was  old  enough 
to  handle  a  plow  he  began  work  on  his  father's 
farm  and  when  the  labor  for  the  season  was  over  he 
entered  the  district  school  of  the  neighborhood, 
whore  in  the  winter  months  he  succeeded  in  acquir- 
ing a  good  Knglish  education.  He  has  helped  to 
clear  no  less  than  four  timbered  farms  and  such  a 
task  is  by  no  means  a  light  one.  Like  a  dutiful  son 
he  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  he  had 
attained  his  majority',  in  fact  it  was  not  until  he 
was  twenty-three  years  of  age  that  he  left  home  to 
begin  life  for  himself.  On  3Iarcli  IG.  1871,  he  led 
to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Rebecca  Green,  a  native 
of  Indiana  born  December  24,  1848.  Their  union 
has  been  blessed  with  eight  children  and  with  one 
exception  all  are  ^et  living.  Liudsey  A.,  the  eldest, 
born  in  1872,  is  now  attending  school  in  Osage, 
Mitchell  County,  Iowa;  James  was  born  in  1874; 
Lizzie  in  1876;  Cyrus  Edwin  in  1878,  Katie 
Rebecca  in  1884,  Phillmer  Milton  in  1886;  and 
Emma  Prances  in  1888.  George,  who  was  fifth  in 
order  of  birth  died  at  the  age  of  two  years. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Grimes  purchased  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  seven  acres  which  he  operated 
for  six  years,  when  his  health  failing  him  he  sold 
out  and  embarked  in  the  drug  and  general  mer- 
chandise business  in  Shelby  Township  of  his  native 
county.  This  he  continued  for  four  years  but  his 
principal  vocation  through  life  has  been  farming. 
His  uncle,  J.  B.  Green  dying  and  leaving  to  him  an 
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Iowa  estate,  in  September,  1885,  he  came  to  Fayette 
County  and  located  upon  that  farm  which  is  sitii- 
hted  in  Union  Township  and  comprises  five  hun- 
dred acres  of  land.  Its  well  cultivated  fields, 
handsomely  kept  grounds  and  many  excellent  im- 
I)rovenieiits  all  indicate  the  tlirift  and  enterprise 
of  the  owner.  He  has  a  fine  residence  and  has 
erected  a  large  barn,  octagonal  in  shape,  each  side 
being  twenty-four  feet,  thus  making  it  one  hundred 
and  ninety-two  feet  around  the  barn.  He  gives 
considerable  attention  to  stock-raising  and,  as  in 
the  other  branches  of  his  business  has  met  success 
in  this  line.  Among  his  fellow-townsmen  he  is 
held  in  liigh  regard  and  in  speaking  of  him  any 
place  in  the  community  it  soon  becomes  evident 
that  he  is  accounted  one  of  the  representative  citi- 
zens of  the  township.  He  has  served  upon  the 
School  Board  since  locating  here  and  has  done  not 
a  little  for  the  promotion  of  educational  interests. 
In  ijolilics,  he  is  a  supporter  of  Democracy,  and  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  of 
West  Union.  He  is  a  liberal  contributor  to  the 
church  and  an  upright  business  man  who  well 
deserves  a  representation  in  this  volume. 
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(W7  OUIS  LIN8TRUM,  a  representative  farmer 
I  (®  ''csiding  on  section  14,  Fremont  Township, 
JlA'^^  vyjjs  ijorn  on  the  6th  of  June,  18.34,  in  Getle, 
Sweden,  and  is  the  second  son  of  (jle  and  Caroline 
(Ole)  Linstrum,  who  were  also  born  in  GeHe,  where 
tiiey  were  reared  and  married  and  had  a  family  of 
three  children,  all  sons.  The  eldest,  Ole,  met  his 
death  by  drowning  when  he  was  seven  years  old ; 
Louis  is  the  second  and  William  the  j'oungest. 
The  father  was  a  shoemaker  b}'  trade,  which  busi- 
ness our  subject  also  learned,  following  it  until 
twenty-five  years  of  age.  In  1854  the  Linstrum 
family  emigrated  to  America,  locating  in  Knox 
County,  111.,  where  they  remained  about  three 
years,  the  members  engaged  in  different  kinds  of 
employment.  In  the  year  1858  they  started  on  a 
journey  with  teams,  their  destination  being  Minne- 
sota, but  on  arriving  in  this  part  of  Iowa,  on  the 
line  of  their  route,  they  found  the  ro.ad  so  impass- 


able as  the  result  of  almost  incessant  rains  that  they 
could  go  no  further.  Every  ravine  became  a  river, 
every  draw  a  creek  and  the  lowlands,  being  sub- 
merged, had  the  api)earance  of  lakes.  This  con- 
dition of  affairs  decided  them  to  settle  in  Faj'ette 
County  and  in  consequence  Ole  Linstrum  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  wild  prairie  land  in  Fremont  Town- 
ship; paying  $5  per  acre.  They  experienced  many 
privations  and  hardships  in  the  earlier  years  of 
their  residence  in  this  county.  To  market  the 
products  of  the  farm  they  had  to  go  to  McGregor, 
Iowa,  a  distance  of  some  sixty-five  miles,  and  four 
or  six  daj's  were  required  to  make  the  trip,  accord- 
ing to  the  condition  of  the  roads.  Hard  times  and 
scarcitj'  of  money  caused  low  prices  to  prevail,  so 
that  but  little  was  realized  after  the  expenses  of  the 
journey  to  market  were  paid.  At  times  their  sup- 
ply of  flour  would  be  exhausted  and  Mr.  Linstrum 
says  that  they  have  eaten  many  a  meal  where  their 
bread  was  made  out  of  grain  ground  in  a  coffee 
mill,  for  the  roads,  the  weather  or  other  causes 
would  prevent  them  from  going  to  mill  which  was 
distant  several  days'  drive. 

William  Linstrum,  the  youngest  son,  left  the 
parental  roof  in  the  spring  of  1862  and  went  to 
Wisconsin  where,  shortly  after  his  arrival,  he 
enlisted  in  the  Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  serving  in 
that  regiment  until  he  was  mustered  out,  when  he 
returned  home.  However.,  he  remained  but  a  short 
time  and  then  went  to  Minnesota,  where  he  enlisted 
in  a  company  of  home  guards  which  was  organized 
for  the  purpose  of  fighting  some  troublesome  In- 
dians then  on  the  war-path.  Later,  he  engaged  in 
boating  on  the  Mississippi  River,  where  in  the  year 
1870  he  was  .accidentally  drowned  by  falling  over- 
board. The  father  of  our  subject  continued  to  live 
on  his  farm  until  his  death,  which  occurred  April 
20,  1880,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  After 
tlie  decease  of  her  husband  the  m(jther  lived  with 
Louis  until  she  too  was  called  home  September  15. 
1890,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-six  j-ears. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  October,  1861,  to 
Augusta  Lea,  whose  parents  were  residents  of  Fre- 
mont Townshii)  and  natives  of  Norw.a^-,  having 
emigrated  to  this  country  when  their  daughter  was 
thirteen  years  old.  Unto  thera  were  born  four 
children,  three  daughters  and  one  son:  William  E., 


624 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


born  April  2,  1865,  resiiles  in  AVestgate,  where  he 
owns  a  house  and  h)t.  tosjether  with  some  eight\' 
acres  of  land  adjoining  the  old  homestead,  given 
liim  by  liis  fallier.  He  wedded  Maiy  Pentegrast, 
by  whom  he  has  lliree  ehddren,  and  is  the  present 
Assessor  of  Fremont  Townsliip;  .losie,  born  in 
November,  18G7,  is  tiie  wife  of  James  Smitli.  a 
tailor  of  Mitchell,  S.  1).  They  have  two  children 
living  and  have  lost  one.  Mr.  Linstram  was 
divorced  from  his  wife  about  1870,  and  on  the  2d 
day  of  February,  1871,  wedded  Jliss  Ulartha  Syl- 
vester of  Fremont  Township,  who  is  a  native  of 
Norway.  She  was  born  March  2'J,  1841.  and  came 
to  this  county  in  1862.  She  has  one  brother  liv- 
ing in  this  township,  two  sisters  in  Wisconsin,  and 
one  in  Dakota.  By  the  latter  marriage  there  are 
six  children,  two  sons  and  four  daughters — Charles, 
born  February  15,  1874;  Lewis,  June  7,  1875;  Mary 
S.,  September  24,  1876;  Uosa,  September  25.  1878; 
Annie,  Jid}'  14,  1880;  and  Minnie,  November  17, 
1882. 

Mr.  Linstrum  is  one  of  the  extensive  landowners 
of  the  count}-.  Ilis  homestead  comprises  four 
hundred  and  eight3'-seven  acres  of  fine  land  under 
a  high  state  of  cultivation,  It  is  well  improved 
with  excellent  farm  buildings  and  stocked  with  a 
good  grade  of  horses  and  cattle.  The  family  are 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  In  iiolitics  our 
subject  lias  alw.ays  been  a  supporter  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  until  the  election  of  1889,  when  he 
voted  the  Democratic  ticket. 

'f^JRANCIS  M.  CAMMACK,  Mayor  of  Oel- 
l^/sjj  wein  and  a  resident  of  the  town  since  1875 
/1\  ~  was  born  in  Green  County,  Wis.,  iNIarch  20, 
1844,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (15en- 
nett)  Caminack.  His  fatlier  was  born  in  fiercer 
County,  now  West  Virginia,  October  30,  1810,  and 
was  a  son  of  James  Cammack,  whose  father,  also 
named  James,  was  a  native  of  Scotland  and  the 
founder  of  the  family  in  America,  whither  he  emi- 
grated during  early  Colonial  d.ays.  The  name  was 
IMcCammack  but  the  grandfather  of  our  subject 
(hopped  the  Mc,  and  it  has  since  been  spelled  in 


the  manner  used  by  the  present  generation.  The 
mother  of  Francis  was  born  in  Pike  County,  Ohio, 
November  12,  1818,  was  a  daughter  of  Caleb  Ben- 
nett, and  her  death  occurred  in  Oelwein,  May  12, 
1888,  her  husband  having  departed  this  life  on  the 
2lith  of  March  of  the  same  year.  They  were  the 
|)arcnts  of  nine  children:  Susan,  the  eldest,  died 
at  the  .age  of  twenty-four  years;  Samuel.  Rachel, 
Francis  M..  Mary  C.  William,  Martha  J.,  Lillie  I. 
and  Rosa  are  all  living  and  all  married,  with  the 
exception  of  Martha.  The  family  removed  to 
Crcen  County,  Wis.,  about  1842,  and  to  Wood- 
land, Sauk  County,  Wis.,  when  our  subject  was  a 
lad  of  twelve  years. 

Francis  Jl.  Cammack  spent  the  days  of  his  bo}'- 
haod  and  youth  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads, 
assisting  in  the  cultivation  of  his  father's  land  and 
attending  the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood. 
In  August,  1864,  he  enlisted  in  the  late  war  as  a 
member  of  Company  B,  Forty -second  Wiscon- 
sin Infantry  and  served  until  the  cessation  of 
hostilities,  being  mustered  out  July  30,  1865. 
lie  was  married  in  Sauk  County,  Wis.,  in  the  town 
of  Fairfield,  October  30,  1867,  the  lady  of  his 
choice  being  Miss  Addie  A.  Ilildreth,  who  was  born 
in  New  York,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Jonathan  Ilild- 
reth. Tluee  sons  were  born  of  their  union,  but 
Frank  A.,  the  second,  is  the  only  one  now  living; 
Milton,  the  eldest,  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years; 
and  Adelbert  at  the  age  of  four  months.  The 
death  of  the  mother  occurred  in  Jefferson  Town- 
ship, this  county,  on  the  12tli  of  April,  1875. 

Mr.  Cammack  had  come  with  his  family  to  Iowa 
in  November,  1868,  locating  near  Brush  Creek, 
Fayette  Count}'.  The  succeeding  fall  he  removed 
to  Clermont,  and  in  1872  to  a  farm  near  F.ayette. 
In  the  fall  of  1875  he  came  to  Oelwein,  where  he 
has  since  resided.  He  was  again  married  in  Wood- 
land, Sauk  County.  Wis..  July  11,  1878,  to  Miss 
Nancy  J.  Davis,  daughter  of  Simon  Davis.  Mrs. 
Cammack  was  born  in  Howard  Count}',  Ind.,  her 
father  was  a  native  of  North  Carolina  and  her 
mother  was  born  in  Pennsylvania.  One  child 
graces  this  second  marri.age,  a  son,  Fred  Ross,  born 
in  Oelwein,  July  23d,    1886. 

Mr.  Cammack  is  now  doing  a  fiourishing  business 
as  a  contractor  on  public  works.     In   political  sen- 
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timent  he  is  a  supporter  of  Democratic  principles 
and  li.is  served  as  constable  and  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  In  March,  1890,  he  w.as  elected  Mayor  of 
Oelwein,  vvhifli  position  he  now  liolds  and  is  prov- 
ing a  capable  otticial.  He  is  a  member  of  Oelwein 
Lodge,  No.  294,  I.  O.  O.  F.;also  of  Palm  Camp, 
No.  194,  M.  W.  A.,  and  of  Griffith  Post,  No.  134, 
G.  A.  R. 


- — m^- 


y'i^  U.  DURIN,  a  prominent  business  man  of 
'l  Brush  Creek,  dealer  in  stock,  lumber,  and 
grain,  was  born  in  Lee  County,  ill.,  Au- 
gust 7,  1857,  and  is  a  son  of  G.  K.  Uurin,  a  native 
of  \'ermont.  The  family  is  of  English  descent 
and  was  established  in  America  at  an  early  day. 
The  father  of  our  subject  learned  the  trade  of 
wagon  making  and  when  about  thirty  years  of  age 
emigrated  westward,  locating  in  Lee  County,  III., 
(hiring  the  pioneer  days  of  that  State,  wiiere  he 
lias  resided  for  more  than  forty  years.  In  Lee 
County,  lie  was  united  in  marriage  witii  Miss 
Catiierine  Norris,  who  went  to  that  county  when  a 
maiden  of  seven  years  and  has  there  made  her  home 
for  a  half  century.  After  coming  west,  Mr.  Durin 
emijarked  in  farming,  which  occupation  he  follow- 
ed until  187G,  when  he  sold  his  land  and  removed 
to  the  town  of  Steward,  111.,  where  he  has  since 
lived  in  retirement  enjoying  a  competence  acquired 
by  a  successful  business  life  througli  an  honorable 
career.  In  manner  he  is  quiet  and  unassuming  but 
a  valued  citizen,  and  though  he  does  not  take  an 
active  part  in  political  affairs  he  has  been  a  warm 
supporter  of  Republican  principles  since  the  foun- 
dation of  the  party.  Unto  G.  E.  and  Catherine 
Durin  were  born  three  children,  two  of  whom  are 
yet  living-Mary  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years; 
W.  H.  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth;  and  .James 
M.,  resides  at  home  where  he  is  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  medicine.  He  was  educated  and  gradu- 
ated from  the  High  School  of  Rochelle,  111.,  and 
was  also  graduated  from  Hahnemann  Medical 
College,  of  Chicago. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  the  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth  upon  his  father's  farm  in  Lee 
County,  and  supplemented  his  early  education,  ac- 


quired in  the  district  schools,  by  a  three  years 
course  in  the  Rochelle  High  School.  On  the  com- 
pletion of  his  literary  training  in  1876,  he  came  to 
Iowa,  locating  in  Cedar  Rapids,  where  for  a  year 
end  a  half  he  was  in  the  employ  of  his  cousin,  who 
dealt  in  agricultural  implements  at  that  place.  In 
1878,  he  came  to  Brush  Creek  and  for  two  years 
had  charge  of  the  yard  of  the  Dubuque  Lumber 
Company.  When  he  had  mastered  the  business 
and  laid  by  some  capital,  he  bought  out  his  employ- 
ers in  1880,  and  has  since  carried  on  operations 
under  his  own  name.  He  has  also  dealt  in  grain 
since  1884  and  does  a  business  in  these  lines  of 
125,000  annually. 

In  1880,  Blr.  Durin  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Edith  M.  Little,  the  wedding  being  celebrated 
in  this  place.  The  lady  was  born  and  reared  in 
Brush  Creek  and  is  a  daughter  of  B.  F.  Little, 
whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Unto 
them  have  been  horn  one  child,  a  son  Alfred  E., 
who  is  nine  years  of  age.  Socially,  Mr.  Durin  is 
a  member  of  Alpha  Lodge,  No.  157,  K.  P.,  and 
politically  is  an  active  supporter  of  the  Republi- 
can part}'.  Though  not  an  office  seeker  he  has 
fiUeil  the  position  of  township  trustee  and  was 
electeil  Mayor  of  Brush  Creek  for  three  consecu- 
tive years,  ending  in  IMarch,  1888.  Me  proved 
himself  a  capable  and  faithful  official  and  is  an  en- 
terprising- business  man,  successful,  energetic  and 
public  spirited. 


SCARE.  GUNDERSON,  who  holds  the  re- 
sponsible position  of  cashier  of  the  Citizens 
Bank  of  Elgin,  has  the  honor  of  being  a 
native  of  this  county.  He  w.as  born  in  Clermont 
Township,  on  the  28th  of  Octol)er,  1864,  and  is  a 
son  of  Ellef  and  .Johanna  (  uinderson,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Norwa}'.  His  father  was  a  relig- 
ious teacher  in  the  old  country  and  after  coming 
here  followed  the  same  calling  for  a  short  time. 
It  was  in  the  year  1858  that  lie,  his  wife  and  five 
children  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  United  States 
and  settled  in  this  county  on  a  farm.  He  also  ac- 
quired a  farm  in  Mitchell  County,  Iowa,  which  he 
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renterl.  and  while  on  a  trip  to  tliat  place  to  look 
after  his  interests  his  death  occurred  in  October, 
1888,  in  the  sixty-ninth  j'ear  of  his  age.  His  wife 
still  survives  him  and  is  now  sixtj-  j-ears  of  age. 
Their  family*  numbered  ten  children,  as  follows: 
Arney,  a  resident  farmer  of  this  county;  Anna; 
G under,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Mitchell 
County,  Iowa;  ,)ohn,  who  follows  the  same  pursuit 
in  this  county ;  Gustaf,  who  is  engaged  in  clerking 
in  Elgin;  Anton,  a  merchant  of  Elgin;  Oscar  E., 
whose  name  heads  this  sketch ;  Bertha,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  twent\'-four  years;  Julia  and  Edwin. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  man- 
hood on  his  father's  farm  and  his  primary  educa- 
tion, which  was  received  in  the  common  schools, 
was  supplemented  by  a  three  years'  course  in  Augs- 
burg Seminar}-,  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.  On  the  com- 
pletion of  his  school  life,  he  returned  to  work 
upon  the  farm  and  followed  that  pursuit  until 
March,  188.5,  when  his  present  position  was  offered 
him.  Accepting,  he  has  since  been  cashier  of  the 
Citizens  Bank  of  Elgin  and  proved  himself  worthy 
of  the  trust  reposed  in   him. 

On  the  4th  of  May,  1885,  Mr.  Gunderson  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anne  O.  Lien, 
daughter  of  Ole  Lien,  who  on  emigrating  to 
America  became  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Clayton 
County,  Iowa,  where  the  wife  of  our  subject  was 
born  November  8,  1864.  By  their  union  have 
been  born  three  interesting  children,  daughters, 
Ella,  Rose  and  Lydia.  Both  Mr.  Gunderson  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  and 
in  political  sentiment  he  is  a  supporter  of  Republi- 
can principles.  He  is  i-ecognized  as  an  efficient 
bank  cashier  and  has  won  the  entire  confidence  not 
only  of  the  trustees  but  also  of  the  patrons  of  the 
oank. 


>EV-Sr- 


^-^^< 


^^EORGE  ERWIN  COM.STOCK,  Postmaster 
(||  ,- —  of  Fayette,  is  numbered  among  the  early 
^^^i)  citizens  of  Iowa,  where  he  has  made  his 
home  since  1855.  A  native  of  Michigan,  he  was 
born  in  Ypsilanti,  October  30,  1839.  His  father, 
Isaac  W.  Comstock,  was  born  near  New  Haven. 
Conn.,  July  4,  1808,  and  caine  of  an  old  New  Eng- 


land family  which  was  founded  in  America  about 
the  year  1700.  His  mother,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Catherine  M.  Erwin,  was  born  in  Chenango 
County,  N.  Y.,  .September  9,  1808,  and  was  of  Eng- 
lish and  Scotch-Irish  descent.  They  were  married 
in  Toledo,  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Comstock  carried  on  an 
extensive  wholesale  grocery  and  provision  Ir.ade.  He 
came  to  that  city  while  a  young  man  without  means 
and  secured  a  pl.aee  in  a  wholesale  grocery  house. 
Being  well  educated,  capable  and  strictly  honest, 
he  won  the  confidence  of  his  employer,  who  about 
1834  sold  him  the  entire  stock  on  credit.  He  com- 
menced business  for  himself  just  at  the  beginning 
of  the  greatest  era  of  speculation  the  country  has 
ever  witnessed.  Prices  became  rapidly  inflated,  he 
soon  paid  off  his  indebtedness  and  made  money 
rapidly.  He  purchased  numerous  farms,  and  en- 
gaged in  real  estate  speculation  to  such  an  extent 
that  when  the  great  financial  cr.ash  of  1837  came 
he,  like  thousands  of  others,  lost  nearly  all  he  had 
in  tlie  world.  Previously,  he  had  secured  some 
property  in  Washtenaw  County,  Mich.,  and  soon 
after  his  failure,  removed  his  family  to  Ypsilanti, 
from  whence  he  went  to  Chicago  in  1845.  In  the 
cholera  epidemic  which  ravaged  the  country  in 
1852,  he  lost  his  wife,  who  died  on  the  9lh  of 
September  of  that  year.  He  was  again  married  in 
1854  to  Mrs.  Esther  M.  Hill,  widow  of  George  B. 
Hill,  and  with  their  combined  families  he  removed 
to  Iowa,  in  1855,  locating  in  Buchanan  County, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  until  1859,  when  he 
became  a  resident  of  Faj'ctte,  and  there  opened  a 
meat  market.  The  death  of  his  second  wife  occurred 
in  1874.  He  survived  her  several  years,  dyino- 
December  14,  1885. 

George  E.  Comstock,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
accompanied  his  family  from  Michigan  to  Chicago, 
where  he  attended  school  for  ten  years  and  with 
them  came  to  Iowa.  After  spending  four  years  in 
Buchanan  County,  he  came  to  Fayette  in  1859,  and 
soon  afterward  entered  the  Upper  Iowa  University, 
or  rather  the  Fa3'ette  Seminar}',  as  it  was  then 
called.  It  was  his  intention  to  take  a  scientific 
course  of  study  but  after  the  second  year  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  late  war  led  to  his  enlistment  in 
Company  C,  Twelfth  Iowa  Infantry,  on  the  I5thof 
September,  1861.     The  first  active  service  the  regi- 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


62? 


inent  saw  was  at  the  attack  on  Ft.  Donelson.  He 
participated  in  the  battles  of  the  1.3th,  14th  and 
loth  of  Februar}',  1862,  which  resulted  in  tiie  cap- 
ture of  the  fort  and  garrison.  The  Twelfth  Iowa 
distinguished  itself  by  its  endurance  and  bravery. 
At  Shiloh  the  reg.iment  was  brigaded  with  the 
Second,  Seventh  and  Fourteentl)  Iowa  Regiments, 
called  the  Iowa  Brigade,  and  Gen.  Tuttle  was  made 
commander,while  Gen.  W.  H.  L.Wallace  was  divi- 
sion commander.  The  regiment  was  in  line  of 
battle  from  9  A.  M.,  until  6  P.  M.,  during  which 
timethey  repulsed  several  bold  charges  of  theenemy. 
The  Twelfth  and  Fourteenth,  while  supporting  a 
battery,  were  surrounded  by  the  enemy  and  after  a 
desperate  resistance  were  captured.  Our  subject 
found  himself  with  some  four  hundred  of  the  regi- 
ment, a  prisoner  of  war  on  Sunday  evening,  April 
6,  1862.  He  was  taken  with  his  comrades  to  Mont- 
gomer3',  Ala.,  and  five  weeks  later  was  removed  to 
]Macon,(ia.,  where  he  was  held  prisoner  three  months 
and  tlien  taken  to  Libby  prison,  Richmond,  Va.  He 
was  paroled  at  City  Point,  October  11,  18G2,  after 
about  six  and  a  half  months  imprisonment.  After 
being  exchanged  November  10,  18G2,  tliey  were 
sent  to  St.  Louis,  where  they  were  declared  unfit 
for  duty  by  reason  of  their  impaired  health.  Just 
at  tliat  time  orders  were  in  force  refusing  all  fiu- 
loughs  so,  through  the  kindness  of  the  command- 
ing oUicer  tlie  boys  were  given  what  was  known  as 
a  French  furlough,  tliat  is  they  were  let  go  on  tiieir 
parole  of  honor  and  promise  to  report  when  notified 
if  able.  They  tiieii  were  paid  off  and  sent  home 
for  thirty  days.  As  an  evidence  of  the  spirit  of 
[jatriotism  that  actuated  the  veterans  of  the  late 
war,  it  sliould  be  recorded  that  every  man  not 
liliysically  incapacitated,  res|)onded  promptly  at 
the  close  of  his  furlough  and  clieerfully  returned 
to  the  front.  In  March,  1863,  the  detachment  of 
the  Twelfth  Iowa  to  which  the  subject  of  our 
sketch  belonged,  was  ordered  to  St.  Louis,  there  to 
rejoin  the  regiment  and  as  soon  as  organized  to 
report  to  Gen.  Grant  near  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  which 
it  did  and  served  through  the  entire  siege,  partici- 
pating in  all  the  principal  engagements  until  the 
22d  of  June,  when  it  was  sent  to  Black  River  to 
guard  the  rear  from  an  attai'k  by  .Johnston,  which 
service  it  i)erformed  until  the  surrender  of  the  city 


July  4,  1863.  On  the  2.5th  of  December,  1863,  Mr. 
Comstock  veteranized  and  in  the  following  spring 
went  home  on  veteran  furlough,  rejoining  his  regi- 
ment at  Memphis.  Being  then  in  S.  J.  Smith's  re- 
serve corps,  he  was  in  the  Sturgis  campaign  that 
followed  after  the  disaster  and  took  part  in  the  three 
days  battle  near  Tupelo,  Miss.,  July  13,  14  and  15, 

1864.  He  was  again  captured,  the  second  time 
being  taken  at  Jackson,  Miss.,  July  11,  1864,  and 
sent  to  Libby  prison,  from  whence  he  was  trans- 
fered  to  Castle  Thunder  and  Belle  Isle.  He 
succeeded  in  making  his  escape  from  the  latter 
place  and  rejoined  the  Federal  forces  at  Black 
River.  In  the  fall  of  1864.  he  participated  in  the 
pursuit  of  the  Confederate  General  Price,  through 
Missouri.  The  Twelfth  Iowa  took  part  in  the  two 
days  battle  at  Nashville,  December  16,  and  17  and 
did  gallant  service.  The  regiment  then  inarched 
with  the  army  to  Clinton,  on  the  Tennessee  River 
in  pursuit  of  Hood,  thence  by  steamer  to  Eastport, 
Miss.,  arriving  at  that  place  on  the  7th  of  January, 

1865.  From  Eastport  t\ie  regiment  was  ordered  to 
New  Orleans  and  from  there  embarked  with  the 
forces  under  Gen.  Canby  in  the  expedition  against 
Mobile.  It  vvas  in  the  front  line  during  the  siege 
of  Spanish  Fort  and  did  good  service.  After  the 
surrender  of  Mobile  the  regiment  marched  two 
hundred  miles  to  Montgomery  and  it  was  while  on 
that  march  that  the  boys  lirst  heard  of  Lee's  sur- 
render. Up  to  the  time  of  their  arrival  at  Mont- 
gomery Mr.  Comstock  had  particii)at3d  fn  the  work 
of  his  regiment  in  the  various  march  and  battles. 
He  received  an  injury  at  Spanish  Fort  but  w.as  not 
incapacitated  for  service  and  after  reaching  Ala- 
bama he  was  detailed  on  duty  in  the  freedmen's 
bureau  at  Camden,  Wilcox  County,  Ala.,  and  ran 
that  office  for  ten  months.  He  was  discliargcd  in 
April,  1866,  and  returned  to  Fayette,  after  a  period 
of  four  and  a  half  years  active  service. 

On  his  return  from  the  war,  Mr.  Comstock  went 
to  West  Union  an<l  engaged  in  the  butchering 
business  at  that  place.  One  year  later  he  returned 
to  Fayette  and  was  variously'  employed  until  Ma}', 
1876,  when  he  was  appointed  postal  clerk  in  the 
railway  mail  service,  which  position  he  filled  for 
ten  years,  retiring  in  1886,  after  the  cliange  of 
administration. 
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Mr.  Comstock  was  married  in  West  Union, 
November  26,  1868,  to  Miss  Anna  M.  Krofiroer. 
who  was  born  in  Milllidni.  I'a.,  October  1,  1848, 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Michael  Kreamer.  Slie  was 
a  consistent  and  failiiful  member  of  the  Methodist 
E[jiscoi)al  Church  and  died  February  19,  1886, 
leaving'  six  children,  four  sons  and  two  daughters 
—Alfred  E.,  Merton  E.,  Willard  W.,  Carrie  H., 
Atlia  Gertrude  and  Arthur  F.  IMr.  Comstock  was 
married  January  1,  1891,  to  Mrs.  H.  Eva  Van 
Arsdel,  nee  Robertson,  of  Fayette,  Iowa. 

Mr.  Comstock  was  appointed  Postmaster  of  Fay- 
ette on  the  2d  of  September,  1889,  which  position 
he  still  holds.  He  is  a  stanch  Republican  in  politics, 
is  a  member  of  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  Cliurch, 
formerly  held  niembersiiii)  in  Manchester  Lodge, 
I.  O.  ().  F.,  and  now  belongs  to  Warren  Post,  No. 
47,  (t.  a.  R. 


-•^^^^ 


HILO  R.  WOODS,  railway  postal  clerk,  has 
been  a  resident  of  Fayette  for  nearly  a 
Vi^  ^  third  of  a  century,  having  there  located  in 
l\  1861.  He  was  born  in  Crawford  County, 
P.a.,  January  1,  1841,  and  is  a  son  of  the  Rev.  Al- 
bert G.  and  Rebecca  (Miller)  Woods.  His  parents 
were  also  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the  father  born 
in  January,  1806,  of  German  descent,  while  the 
mother,  who  was  born  in  February,  181 1,  traced 
her  family  origin  to  the  Emerald  Isle.  Mr.  Woods, 
Sr.,  studied  medicine  in  his  early  manhood,  and  at- 
tended lectures  at  the  Cleveland  Homcepathic  Medi- 
cal College,  but  aliandoned  the  practice  of  that  pro- 
fession to  enter  the  miiiistrj'  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  was  a  local  preacher  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  was  married  in  his  native  State,  to  Miss 
Rebecca  INIiller,  and  in  1854  emigrated  to  Iowa, 
tlien  a  Western  frontier  State,,  but  sparsely  settled. 
Shortly  after  liis  arrival  he  joined  the  Upper  Iowa 
Conference,  and  was  assigned  to  Hellevue,  .lackson 
County.  He  was  an  active  and  intluential  member 
of  the  Upper  Iowa  Conference,  and  continued  on 
circuit  work  until  old  age  compelled  his  retirement, 
when  he  was  |)laced  on  the  list  of  superannuated 
ministers.     On  retiring  from  the  regular  ministerial 


work.  Mr.  Woods  resumed  the  practice  of  medicine 
and  pursued  it  as  his  strength  permitted.  He  was  ' 
a  Master  Mason,  and  most  highly'  respected  in  that 
order.  The  later  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in 
Maynard,  Fayette  County,  where  bis  death  occur- 
red in  July,  1890.  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 
His  wife,  a  devout  Christian  woman,  was  possessed 
of  many  excellencies  of  character.  Her  death  oc- 
curred in  February,  1881,  at  the  .age  of  seventy 
years. 

Philo  R.  Woods,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  came 
to  Iowa  with  his  parents  in  18.54.  After  a  prepara- 
tory' course,  he  entered  the  Upper  Iowa  University 
as  a  student  of  1861,  but  before  completing  the 
prescribed  course  the  war  broke  out,  and  on  the 
15th  of  September,  1861,  he  enlisted  as  a  member 
of  Company  C,  Twelfth  lona  Infantry.  He  was 
with  the  arm}'  at  the  capture  of  Ft.  Henry,  and 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Ft.  Donelson,  where 
the  Twelfth  Iowa  was  assigned  to  Cook's  Brigade  I 
of  Smitir.s  Division,  and  was  engaged  in  the  battles 
of  the  loth,  14th  and  loth  of  February,  1862,  which 
resulted  in  the  capture  of  the  fort  and  its  garrison 
on  the  16th.  At  Shiloh,  the  Twelfth  joining  the 
Second,  Piighth  and  Fourteenth  Iowa  Regiments, 
formed  the  Iowa  Brigade  commanded  by  Gen.  Tut- 
tle  with  Gen.  W.  II.  L.  AVallace  as  Commander  of 
the  Division.  The  Twelfth  was  in  line  of  battle  from 
8  A.  M.  until  6  1".  M.  on  the  memorable  Sunday,  April 
6,  1862,  during  which  time  it  aiiled  in  repulsing  sev- 
eral bold  charges  of  the  enemy.  With  the  Four- 
teenth, it  was  left  in  support  of  a  battery,  and  was 
surrounded  by  a  largelj'  superior  force  of  the  reb- 
els by  whom  they  were  captured  about  6  o'clock  in 
the  evening.  The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  taken 
with  his  coMH'ades  first  to  Montgomery,  .\la.,  thence 
to  Chattanooga,  later  to  iSIacon.  Ga.,  and  Anally  to 
Libby  prison  in  Richm<nid.  They  were  paroleil 
October  17,  1862,  after  enduring  all  the  discom- 
forts and  suffering  that  was  the  usual  c.xiierience  of 
Union  soldiers  held  in  captivity  by  the  eneni}',  for 
six  and  a  half  months,  and  were  finally  regular!}' 
exchanged  November  10,  1862.  A  portion  of  the 
e.xchangod  prisoners  went  home  on  what  was  called 
a  French  furlough.  Mr.  Woods  did  not  avail  him-  ■ 
self  of  the  kindness  of  the  general  in  command,  but  ' 
after  a  brief  interval  joined  in  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
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burg.  He  continued  on  active  duty  until  prostra- 
ted I>3  bilious  fever  shortlj-  before  the  surrender 
of  tlie  city,  anrl  was  confined  to  the  iios|)ital  at  that 
time.  In  tlie  fall  he  was  with  liis  regiment  in  Ten- 
nessee, and  veteranized  on  Christmas  Day  of  1863, 
after  which  he  was  granted  a  furlough.  The  fol- 
lowing .luly  he  took  part  in  the  two  days'  fight  at 
Tupelo.  Miss.,  where  he  had  his  left  coat  sleeve  per- 
forated just  above  the  elbow  by  a  niinie  ball,  just 
missing  his  arm.  In  the  fall  of  18G4,  jNIr.  Woods 
was  with  his  regiment  in  pursuit  of  the  Confederate 
General  Price  through  Missouri.  On  tiie  IGthand 
17th  of  December,  1861,  he  took  part  in  the  battle 
of  Nashville,  where  the  Twelfth  Iowa  did  gallant 
service.  The  regiment  then  marched  witli  the 
army  to  Clinton  on  the  Tennessee  River  in  pursuit 
of  Hood,  tlience  b3-  steamer  to  Eastport,  MiSs., 
where  lie  arrived  on  tlie  7th  of  January,  18G5. 
From  Eastport  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  New 
Orleans  and  from  there  embarked  vvitli  the  forces 
under  Gen.  Canby  in  the  expedition  against  Mo- 
bile, and  was  in  the  fi'ont  line  during  the  siege  of 
Spanish  Port,  which  was  tlie  last  service  rendered  by 
the  regiment.  During  the  siege.  Sergeant  Woods 
was  struck  on  the  right  shoulder,  a  glancing  blow 
by  a  piece  of  a  shell  that  had  exploded  but  a  few 
steps  in  front  of  him.  On  their  march  to  Mont- 
gomery tlie  regiment  heard  of  Lee's  surrender. 
Wliile  tlie  war  ended  in  the  spring  of  1865,  Ser- 
geant Woods  and  his  comrades  of  the  'I'welfth  Iowa 
Infantry,  were  retained  in  the  service  during  the 
preliminary  attending  reconstruction,  and  at  length 
were  discharged  in  Memphis,  .Tanuary  20,  1866. 

On  his  return  to  the  North,  Mr.  Woods  re-en- 
tered the  I'pper  Iowa  University,  where  he  pursued 
a  year's  course  of  study,  after  which  he  was  mar- 
ried to  ills  present  wife.  He  was  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business  up  to  1873,  when  he  sold  out  to 
accept  the  position  as  a  teaclicr  of  the  Eldorado 
schools.  He  was  then  em|)loj-ed  .as  jtrincipal  of  the 
Ossian  school  for  five  years,  serving  faitlifully  in 
that  capacity.  He  then  returned  to  the  Upper  Iowa 
University,  where  he  graduated  in  1882.  He  taught 
in  the  Normal  department  of  the  college  for  two 
years,  and  was  Principal  of  the  Fayette  school  one 
year.  In  July,  1883,  Mr.  Woods  was  appointed  to 
the  railroad  mail  service  and  devoted   his   energies 


to  the  duties  thus  devolving  upon  him  until  1887, 
when  he  was  superseded  through  a  change  of  ad- 
ministration. He  then  engaged  in  the  grocer}' 
business  at  Fayette,  wliicli  he  carried  on  for  four 
years.  In  May,  1889,  he  was  again  appointed  to  a 
position  in  the  railway  mail  service,  and  is  em- 
plo3'ed  on  the  route  between  INIcGregor,  Iowa  .and 
Chamberlain,  S.  D. 

Mr.  Woods  was  married  in  Fa^'ette  County,  on 
the  24th  of  October,  1867,  to  Miss  Emily  J.  Church- 
ill, who  was  born  in  Ellington,  Chautauqua  County, 
N.  Y.,  November  1,  184.5,  and  in  18o5  came  to  this 
county  with  her  paicnts.  Rev.  S.  C.  and  .Sophia 
(Gunn)  Churchill.  Her  father  was  a  minister  of 
the  jMethodist  E|)iscopal  Church,  and  was  a  pioneer 
preacher  in  the  Erie  Conference,  but  discontinued 
preaching  and  brought  a  number  of  blooded  cattle 
to  Iowa  when  he  came,  which  were  among  the  ear- 
liest thoroughbred  stock  brought  to  Faj-ette  County. 
He  settled  in  Smithfield  Township,  and  in  1884 
removed  to  Nuckolls  County,  Neb.,  where  he  still 
resides.  He  joined  the  Upper  Iowa  Conference 
about  a  year  after  coming  to  this  State,  but  located 
some  j'ears  later.  His  wife,  the  mother  of  Mrs. 
Woods,  died  in  February,  1883.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Woods  have  two  children,  sons:  Herbert  C,  born 
August  26,  1869;  and  Paul  C,  born  September  10, 
1876. 

The  parents  arc  active  members  in  the  Methodist 
F^piscopal  Church.  Mr.  Woods  h.as  served  as  Stew- 
ard and  Trustee  of  the  F.ayette  Church  for  many 
years,  and  at  present  is  a  member  of  the  Bo.ard  of 
Trustees  of  that  society.  Mrs.  Woods  is  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  enterprises  of  thecliurch, 
.and  has  been  for  several  years  at  the  head  of  a  so- 
ciety known  as  the  "Band  of  llel[)ers,"  an  auxiliary 
of  the  Foreigh  Missionary  Society.  The  Band  of 
Helpers  of  F'ayette  includes  in  its  membership  a 
large  proportion  of  the  children  of  the  city,  and 
has  done  much  good  for  the  interests  of  morality 
and  religion.  They  are  now  educating  a  girl  in 
China  for  missionaiy  work.  Mrs.  Woods,  by  her 
zeal  and  energy,  has  proved  an  able  supporter  of 
good  works,  and  an  indefatigable  laborer  in  all  that 
pertains  to  the  best  interests  of  society.  She  ha.s 
been  actively  identified  with  the  Women's  Relief 
Corps  since  its  organization,   and  has  served  faith- 
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fully  in  official  c.apacitiesjin  that  socletj'.  Mr.  Woods 
has  been  idcntifieil  with  the  Republican  party  since 
attaining  manhood,  but  has  not  sought  or  desired 
ofHcial  position.  He  is  a;member  of  the  Masonic 
frateinity,  and  also  holds  membership  inW.  W. 
AVamer  Post,  No.  47.  G.  A.  K. 


ILAS  LAMB,  a  well-known  citizen  and  pio- 
neer of  Fayette  Countj',  has  for  thirty-five 
years  been  closely  identified  with  the  his- 
tory of  this  community.  He  has  aided 
materially  in  the  upbuilding  of  Fayette,  has  assisted 
in  the  promotion  of  its  leading  enterprises  and  with 
others  the  countj'  owes  to  him  a  debt  of  gratitude 
for  his  self-sacrificing  labors  in  her  behalf.  He 
now  resides  on  section  5,  Smithfield  Township,  hav- 
ing devoted  his  energies  to  agricultural  pursuits 
dui-ing  the  past  fifteen  years. 

A  native  of  the  Empire  State,  lie  was  born  in 
Madison  County,  about  twenty-five  milts  from 
Utiea,  January  8,  1819,  and  is  descended  from  good 
old  Revolutionary  stock.  His  grandfather,  Asa 
Lamb,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Connecticut, 
when  about  eighteen  years  of  age  took  his  father's 
place  in  the  patriot  army  and  served  seven  years, 
part  of  the  time  being  Captain  under  Washington's 
command.  Our  subject  remembers  hearing  him 
tell  of  his  army  experiences  and  has  seen  his  uni- 
form and  equipments.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation and  after  the  troops  had  accomplished  their 
mission  of  freeing  their  country  from  the  j'oke  of 
British  tyranny,  he  removed  to  New  York,  where 
he  followed  farming  until  bis  death  in  1836.  Of 
his  familj'of  ten  children,  numbering  five  sons  and 
five  daughters,  Asa  became  the  father  of  Silas. 
He  was  born  in  Connecticut  and  was  a  lad  of  seven 
summers  when  his  people  removed  to  the  Empire 
State,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  on  a  farm,  receiv- 
ing the  meagre  educational  .idvantages  which  the 
times  afforded  and  working  in  the  interests  of  his 
father  until  twenty-six  years  of  age,  when  he  mar- 
ried Cylinda  Angel,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
the  same  neighborhood  but  in  an  adjoining  county. 


They  began  their  domestic  life  on  a  farm  which 
Mr.  Lamb  jiurchased  and  which  continued  to  be 
their  homo  while  life  lasted,  and  is  still  in  the 
possession  of  the  family.  He  w^as  a  successful 
business  man  and  honorable  citizen  who  won  the  re- 
spect of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  He  took 
a  deep  interest  in  polilicalaffairs  and  was  well-in- 
formed on  the  leading  issues  of  the  day  but  never 
sought  public  office.  He  supported  the  Whig  party 
and  was  a  strong  opponent  of  Masonrj',  his  views 
on  that  subject  being  brought  about  by  the  murder 
of  Morgan  which  created  such  excitement  all  over 
the  country.  His  death  occurred  in  1869  and  his 
wife  passed  away  about  1837.  Of  their  family, 
John  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  j'ears;  Silas  is 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  ;  William  is  now  a  wealthy 
citizen  and  real-estate  dealer  of  Beatrice,  Neb.;  Mrs. 
Hannah  Ackley,  of  New  York;  Lottie  died  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  years;  and  Charles,  who  owns  the 
old  homestead  in  New  York. 

Silas  Lamb  has  made  farming  his  life  occupation. 
As  soon  as  he  was  old  enough  to  reach  the  plow 
handles  he  began  work  upon  his  father's  farm,  and 
when  a  young  man  the  burden  of  its  labors  fell 
ui)on  him,  owing  to  the  ill  health  of  his  father  and 
elder  brother,  John,  who  was  a  consumptive.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-six  he  married  Rhoda  L.  Tuttle 
who  was  born  in  that  neighborhood  and  whose 
family,  like  her  husband's,  had  there  resided  for 
several  generations.  Purchasing  a  small  tract  of 
land  he  engaged  in  its  cultivation  and  development 
until  185G,  when  severing  his  business  connections 
in  the  East  he  started  for  Iowa  to  try  his  fortune 
upon  the  broad  prairies  in  the  Misssissippi  Valley. 
Locating  in  Fayette,  he  there  continued  to  make  his 
home  until  1875,  with  the  exception  of  three  years 
during  the  war  when  he  was  engaged  in  keeping  a 
hotel  in  McGregor.  Various  enterprises  engrossed 
his  attention  during  his  residence  in  Fayette  and  in 
1870  he  purchased  a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres 
on  section  5,  Smithfield  Township,  to  which  he  re- 
moved after  five  years,  lie  has  prospered  since 
that  time,  and  now  h.is  a  handsome  competence 
which  amply  supplies  his  necessities  and  provides 
him  with  many  of  llic  luxuries  of  life. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lamb  has  been 
blessed   with  -three  children   who  grew  to  mature 
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years:  Elmer,  born  in  New  York  in  1846,  was  edu- 
cated ill  tlie  Upper  Iowa  University  of  Fayette, 
and  is  now  successfully  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business  in  Waterloo;  Lottie,  wife  of  Henry  Willzy, 
resides  in  La  Crosse,  Wis.;  and  James  li.  is  a  com- 
mission merchant  of  the  same  city.  AVisliing  to 
fit  them  for  the  jiractical  duties  of  life  Mr.  Lamb 
gave  his  children  good  educational  advantages  and 
they  are  now  useful  and  respected  citizens  of  the 
various  communities  in  winch  they  reside.  Mrs. 
Lamb  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  New 
York,  but  there  is  no  church  of  that  denomination 
in  this  community  and  she  has  never  cared  to  unite 
with  any  other.  Mr.  f^amb  is  a  member  of  the 
Farmers'  Mutual  Insurance  Company  and  in  politics 
is  a  stanch  Republican.  lie  cast  his  first  Presiden- 
tial vote  for  William  Henry  Harrison,  grandfather 
of  our  present  Executive.  As  before  stated,  for 
tliirty-fivc  years  he  has  borne  his  share  in  the  up- 
building of  town  and  county,  labored  for  its  inter- 
ests and  supported  its  worthy  enterprises.  When 
he  located  in  Fayeite  the  town  was  composed  of 
two  little  stores,  a  shoe  shop  and  a  few  cabins.  He 
hauled  the  bell  for  the  school  now  known  as  the 
Upper  Iowa  University  from  Dunleith,  opposite 
Dubuque,  the  first  year  after  his  arrival.  He  and 
his  wife  have  many  warm  friends  in  this  commu- 
nity, are  held  in  high  regard  in  the  social  world 
and  their  home  is  the  abode  of  hospitality. 


EGBERT     1).    DOOLITTLE,    deceased,   was 
born    in    New   York,   June    2"J,  1823.      His 
'  early  life  was  spent  in  the  usnal  manner  of 

fai'mer  lads  and  in  the  common  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood he  acquired  his  education.  When  a  young 
man  ho  emigrated  to  Rock  County,  Wis.,  where  he 
formed  the  acquaintance  of  Diana  House.  They 
were  married  and  upon  a  farm  in  that  eouuty  be- 
gan their  domestic  life.  About  18.52  they  removed 
to  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  and  settled  some  three 
miles  northeast  of  West  Union,  but  IMrs.  Doolitlle 
was  not  long  permitted  to  enjoy  her  now  h(nne 
being  called  to  her  final  rest  December  23,  1859. 
They  were   the  par."jts   of  seven   children,  four  of 


whom  are  now  living,  namely:  Mrs.  Julia  J.  Ab- 
bott who  resides  in  Dakota;  James  F.  C,  a  resident 
of  Texas;  JNIrs.  Ida  C.  Peterson  who  resides  in 
Barren  County,  Wis.,  and  Mrs.  Adah  L.  Miller 
whose  home  is  in  Washburn,  Wis. 

On  the  Istof  September,  18G1,  iMr.  Doolittle  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Delia  L.,  daughter  of 
Lewis  and  Mary  (Hitchcock)  Davis.  Her  father 
was  born  within  a  half-mile  of  Hanover,  N.  H.,  May 
26,  1800,  and  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  Anna 
Mayhu  who  came  to  this  country  in  the  Maj'flower. 
His  wife  was  born  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  December 
26,  1803,  and  they  were  married  January  21,  1827. 
Mr.  Davis  was  a  carpenter  by  trade  and  followed 
that  occupation  iintil  his  removal  to  the  West.  His 
wife  died  November  23,  1836.  leaving  five  chil- 
dren: Delia  L.  who  was  born  in  Springfield,  Octo- 
ber 29,  1827;  Milton  L.  who  served  in  the  Union 
army  during  the  late  war  and  dieil  near  New 
Orleans  in  1803;  Charles  H.  is  located  In  Oregon; 
Lester  V.  a  resident  of  Norton  County,  Kan.,  and 
Augustus  W.  who  served  two  and  one-half  years 
among  the  bo3S  in  blue.  He  was  then  discharged 
on  account  of  ill  health  but  never  recovered  and  in 
1865  his  life  was  ended. 

Mr.  Davis,  father  of  this  family,  was  again  mar- 
ried April  19,  1838.  his  second  union  being  with 
Sarah  Olds,  by  whom  he  had  six  children:  Walstein, 
the  eldest,  now  deceased,  served  his  country 
throughout  the  entire  w;ir,  liclonging  first  to  the 
Third  Iowa  Infantry  and  then  to  the  Ninth  Cavalry  ; 
Sarah  L.  is  deceased  ;  Patten  also  served  in  the  Ninth 
Cavalry  and  died  of  small|)0.x  in  St.  Louis:  INIartha 
and  Eleanor  are  deceased,  and  David  W.  is  living  in 
Wisconsin.  Li  1851  Mr.  Davis  einiiirated  to  this 
county  where  he  made  his  home  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  January  6,  1865.  He  owned  a  large 
tract  of  land  which  he  improved  and  cultivated, 
transforming  it  into  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the 
community.  However,  he  beg.'in  life  in  this  county 
in  a  log  cabin  but  by  energy  and  per.-ievoriince 
acquired  a  coni|)etenee.  Tlicre  were  three  families 
of  children  in  the  homo  but  they  lived  as  peaceably 
as  brothers  and  sisters.  He  wns  a  Democrat  in 
politics  until  Jackson  vetoed  the  lull  creating  a 
na'ional  bank,  after  which  he  sup[)orted  tlu;  AV'hig 
party  until    the    organization    of  .the    Re|)ublican 
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party  when  he  joined  its  ranks.  He  held  a  number 
of  township  offices  l)ut  was  never  an  office-seeker. 
On  coming  to  this  county  in  1852  Mr.  Doolittle 
gave  his  attention  to  farming,  which  he  followed 
with  good  success  until  1862,  when  believing  it 
his  duty  to  aid  his  countrj'  in  her  struggle  to  pre- 
serve the  Union  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Thirty- 
eighth  Iowa  Infantry  on  the  loth  of  August.  He 
served  faithfully  for  one  year  and  then  died  on  the 
Ifith  of  August,  1863.  He  was  a  Republican  in 
politics  and  a  member  of  the  I'nited  Brethren 
Church,  while  in  the  community  where  he  made 
his  home  he  was  held  in  high  rcgaid.  His  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  IMelliodist  Church.  In  1888  she 
left  the  farm  and  removed  to  AVest  I'uion  where 
she  now  makes  her  home. 


i^EV.  JAMES  B.  BLRCH,  deceased,  an  hon- 
ored pioneer  of  Jefferson  Township,was  born 
\V  in  Surrey  County,  X.  C,  October  17,  1801, 
and  removed  with  his  parents  to  Greene 
Count}',  Ind.,  in  1820.  He  was  a  teacher  and 
farmer,  and  in  early  life  became  a  minister  of  tlie 
Baptist  Church.  In  Feluuary,  1822,  he  was  mar- 
ried in  Indiana  to  Miss  Sarah  II.  "Walden,  and  in 
the  year  1848  removed  to  Marshall  County,  III., 
where  for  four  years  he  made  his  home.  The 
year  1852  witnessed  his  emigration  to  Iowa.  He 
located  on  Government  land,  since  the  property 
of  G.  A.  Oelweiu,  a  part  of  which  now  constitutes 
the  present  city  of  thai  name,  lie  taught  the  first 
school  in  Jeffersun  Township,  conducted  tiie  first 
religious  exercises  held  in  ihe  community,  and  with 
many  other  important  facts  concerning  the  early 
history  of  the  county  his  name  is  inseparably  con- 
nected. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burch  were  l)lossed  with  a  large 
faniil}"  of  children,  eight  sons  and  five  daugliters, 
and  with  the  exception  of  one  son  and  one  daugh- 
ter all  arc  yet  living.  The  wife  and  mother  died 
in  JaiuiaiT,  1885.  The  children  are  as  follows: 
Elizabeth  wedded  Enoch  Shelton,  and  after  his 
death  Mich.acI  Schneider,  and  both  are  now  de- 
ceased; Ann  is    the  wife  of   M.  Arthur,   a   resident 


of  Dexter  County,  Iowa;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  E. 
Shipp,  and  is  living  in  Port  Collins,  Col.:  Lewis 
M.,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work, 
was  thrice  married  and  now  resides  in  Pleasant 
Valley  Township;  AVilliam  D.  miirried  Ellen  Camp- 
bell and  is  living  in  Cedar  County.  Neb.;  Nicli- 
olas  8.,  a  resident  of  Ellis  County,  Kan.,  married 
Louisa  Garrett,  their  union  being  the  first  cele- 
brated in  Jefferson  Township.  George  married 
Eliza  Garrett  and  lives  in  Washington;  John  mar- 
ried Kizzie  Campbell  and  afterward  Rose  Gill,  and 
his  home  is  now  in  Chickasaw  County,  Iowa; 
Martha  is  the  wife  of  a  Mr.  Nichols,  her  former 
husband  being  H.  Butler,  of  Portland,  Ore.;  Jo- 
seph W.  married  Jennie  Bolton  and  resides  in 
Creston,  Minn.;  Rachel  is  the  wife  of  C.  R.  Brown, 
a  leading  farmer  of  Jeffer.son  Township;  Jonathan 
was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Marcia  Keis,  and  their 
home  is  in  Lincoln  County,  Kan.;  and  James  H. 
died  in  Indiana  September  5,  1846.  The  mother 
of  this  family  died  in  Jefferson  Township  in  Decem- 
ber, 1855,  and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  that  her 
husband  h.ad  donated  to  the  people  of  the  town 
the  year  previous.  In  June,  1856,  the  Kev.  Mr. 
Burch  was  again  married,  his  second  wife  being 
Mrs.  I\Iarv  A.  Chance,  a  widow.  She  survives  her 
husband  and  still  resides  in  Jefferson  Township. 

In  politics  the  Rev.  Mr.  Burch  was  a  Democrat. 
He  was  an  open-handed,  generous  entertainer  of 
the  flood  of  land  seekers  and  settlers  who  were  at 
that  time  tr3'ing  to  find  homes  in  the  new  State  of 
Iowa.  The  nearest  mill  w.as  .at  Waterloo,  which 
was  built  some  little  time  after  Mr.  liurch  entered 
his  land,  and  the  nearest  market  was  Dubuque. 
The  bill  of  fare  in  the  cabin  of  the  pioneer  was  not 
very  sumptuous  but  it  was  palatable  and  whole- 
some, and  the  guests,  who  were  numerous,  were 
always  welcome,  and  were  entertained  free  of 
charge.  At  limes  the  demand  for  shelter  was  so 
great  that  the  beds,  which  were  spread  on  the  floor, 
left  no  standing  room  when  the  last  one  was  m.ade 
up.  The  slaiile  articles  of  food  in  the  winter  time 
consisted  of  corn  bread  and  venison,  while  at 
times  coffee  was  made  from  parched  coin  or 
browned  cornmeal.  All  were  blessed  with  good 
appetites  and  sickness  was  of  rare  occurrence.  Mr. 
Burch  was  peculiarly  generous,  and  was  so  liberal  in 
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ail]  of  the  wants  of  others  that  he  failed  to  acquire 
wealth  as  he  might  iiave  done  had  he  been  of  a 
covetous  <lisposition.  He  died  September  24,  188G, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years,  respected  by  all 
and  mourned  by  a  large  circle  of  relatives  and 
friends. 


<&  SALTER  FRITCHARD  owns  an  excellent 
\f\/l/  f'""-''™  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acrc8  on 
\^^  sections  5  and  29,  lUyria  Township,  and 
in  connection  with  its  cultivation  engages  to  some 
extent  in  tlie  raising  of  fine  stock.  He  is  a  native 
of  Wales,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Breconshire, 
November,  17,  1884.  He  is  also  the  eldest  of  three 
children  whose  parents  were  William  and  Esther 
(I'lice)  Pritchard.  His  faiher  was  born  in  Brecon- 
shire, Jul}'  4,  1814,  and  his  mother  November  24, 
181 G.  As  long  as  he  resided  in  the  old  country  he 
followed  the  trade  of  a  brewer  but  made  farming 
his  chief  occupation  in  America.  Accompanied 
by  his  wife  anil  two  children  he  sailed  for  the 
I'liited  States  in  1855,  landing  in  New  York  on  the 
■21st  of  .lune,  after  a  long  voyage  of  six  weeks. 
4'lie  first  year  succeeding  his  arrival  he  spent  in  the 
coal  minesof  Schuykill  County,  Pa.,  after  which  he 
resumed  his  westward  journey  and  became  a  resi- 
dent of  Fayette  County,  Iowa.  He  located  in 
Illyria  Township,  and  is  still  living  in  the  county 
but  his  wife  died  man}'  years  ago,  on  the  11th  of 
May,  1863.  Their  children  are  V.'alter,  whose 
name  heads  this  sketch  ;  Ann,  wife  of  William  Mc- 
Gee,  a  resident  of  Illyria  Township;  and  Marj'  E., 
wife  of  George  Folensbee,  who  is  also  a  farmer  of 
Illyria  Township. 

In  his  earlier  3'ears  our  subject  received  gof)d 
educational  advantages  and  acquired  a  fair  knowl- 
edge of  the  rudimentar}'  branches  of  learinng,  but 
after  coming  to  this  country  at  the  age  of  eleven 
years  he  attended  school  luit  little  as  his  father 
needed  his  services  in  improvir>g  the  farm.  Like  a 
dutiful  son  he  remained  at  home,  aiding  in  the 
development  of  the  land  until  he  had  attained  his 
majority,  when  he  thought  it  time  to  look  out  for 
his  own  interests  and  began  work  for  himself.  As 
a  helpmate  on   life's  journey   he   chose  Miss  Ann 


Wilson,  daughter  of  Christopher  and  Jane  (Morras) 
Wilson,  a  sketch  of  whom  ap[)ears  on  ar.olher  page 
of  this  volume.  Their  marriage  was  celebrated  on 
the  28th  of  October,  1865.  The  lady  was  born  in 
Durham,  England,  March  10,  1847,  and  with  her 
parents  came  to  this  country.  I'nto  them  have 
been  born  six  children,  the  eldest  of  whom  is 
Esther;  Jane  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Dickinson;  and 
the  3'ounger  members  of  the  family  are  William, 
Wilson  W.,  Mary  J.  and  Stella  A. 

Mr.  Pritchard  has  engaged  in  farming  in  Illyria 
Township  since  his  marriage  and  for  twentj-three 
years  has  resided  upon  his  [iresent  farm.  The  house 
into  which  he  and  his  wife  moved  was  a  log  cabin, 
through  the  chinks  of  which  the  cold  winter  wind 
whistled  and  the  snow  blew.  They  experienced 
many  hardships  and  trials  but  by  their  united  efforts 
they  worked  their  w.ay  upward  to  better  things. 
The  first  purchase  which  Mr.  I'rilehard  made  con- 
sisted of  eighty  acres,  but  the  boundaries  of  his 
farm  now  com[irise  two  hundred  and  forty  acres 
which  yield  to  him  a  golden  tribute  as  the  reward 
of  his  care  and  cultivation.  He  also  raises  some 
excellent  grades  of  stock,  including  horses,  cattle 
and  hogs.  A  man  of  progress  and  enterprising 
spirit,  he  has  made  a  successful  farmer  and  is 
now  enabled  to  surround  his  family  with  the  com- 
forts and  many  of  the  luxuiies  of  life.  In  politics 
he  is  a  ]~)emocrat.  Thirtj-six  years  covers  the 
period  of  his  residence  in  this  county  duiing  wiiich 
time  he  has  become  widely  and  favorably  known 
among  his  fellow-townsmen  as  a  ))erson  of  sterling 
worth. 


ENRY  WONNENHERG,of  West  Union,  is 
the  piiineei-  tailor  of  this  connly.  He  n-as 
boin  in  Elbing,  West  Prussia.  (ii-rmin\-,on 
,(^  the  19th  of  January,  1823.  and  is  a  son  of 
John  and  Christina  Wonnenberg.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  educated  in  his  native  country, 
where  he  also  learned  his  trade,  serving  a  rignlar 
apprenticeship  of  four  years.  During  the  early 
days  of  his  manhood  he  resolved  to  try  his  fortune 
in  the  New  World,  and  bidding  good- by  to  home 
and  friends  emigrated  to  America  in  the  spring  of 
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1852.  On  his  arrival  in  this  country  he  at  once 
came  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Clinton  County,  where  he 
joined  a  German  settlement  called  Libertj'  Colony. 
He  worked  .it  general  work  unlil  September,  1853, 
when  he  came  to  AVest  Union  and  opened  a  tailor 
shop  here.  He  has  been  longer  in  business  than 
any  other  man  in  his  line  in  the  county,  and  has 
worked  at  his  liade  coiilinuously  for  a  half  a  cen- 
tury. 

It  proved  a  fortunate  d.iy  for  Mr.  Wonnenberg 
when  he  sailed  to  America,  for  more  reasons  than 
one.  He  has  been  fairly  successful  and  in  this 
country  he  found  his  wife.  On  the  I2tli  of  Novem- 
ber, in  1856,  in  Dubuque,  Iowa,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Helen  Krakow,  who  was  born 
in  Mecklenburg,  Cierniany,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Christian  Krakow.  She  came  to  America  about 
1853  and  died  December  23,  1870,  leaving  a  fam- 
ily of  four  cliihlren,  two  sons  and  two  daughters, 
namely :  Minnie,  who  is  at  home;  Otto  who  m.ar- 
ried  Kate  Klotzbach  and  lives  in  Jamestown,  N. 
D. ;  Theodore  J.  and  Lena.  Tlie  former  is  a  print- 
er by  trade  and  is  foreman  of  the  Argo  office.  Mr. 
Wonnenberg  was  brought  up  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Cliurch  and  is  a  Rei)ubli- 
can  in  polities.  He  has  always  been  an  industri- 
ous, hard-working  man  and  has  conducted  his  bus- 
iness on  fair  and  honorable  terms.  He  is  the 
founder  of  his  family  in  America  and  has  now  Iteen 
,  a  resident  of  West  Ifnion  for  thirty-seven  years, 
being  one  of  its  highly  respected  citizens. 


^^ 


ARK  E.  HUBLELL,  a  retired  farmer  now 
residing  in  Fayette,  was  numbered  among 
the  successful  agriculturalists  of  the  coun- 
ty, and  by  the  e.^ercise  of  good  manage- 
ment, industry  and  enterprise  won  the  competence 
■which  now  enables  him  to  Lay  aside  business  cares. 
He  was  born  in  Dover,  Litchfield  County.  Conn., 
June  23,  ISI8,  his  parents  being  E|)hraim  and 
Luna  (Agard)  llubbcll.  His  father  was  born  in 
1786,  in  Litchfield  County,  Conn.,  and  was  brought 
up  at  Schatticoke  of  the  same  State.  His  father  was 
Abijnh  Hubl)cll,  also  a  native  of  Connecticut,   but 


born  of  Welsh  parentage.  The  family  was  origi- 
nally from  Hubbellton,  Wales,  where  the  ancestors 
of  our  subject  were  [irominent  iron  manufacturers. 
E[)lu-aim  llubbell  died  in  Oswego  County,  N.  Y., 
in  1873,  at  the  age  of  eighty -seven  years.  His 
wife  was  born  in  Kent,  Litchfield  County,  Conn., 
in  1793,  and  her  mother's  maiden  name  was  Judd, 
while  the  family  on  both  sides  was  descended  from 
old  New  England  families.  Mrs.  Hubbell  died  in 
Oswego  C'ount}',  N.  Y.,  in  1865,  aged  seventy-two 
years. 

Our  subject  was  a  lad  of  seven  years  when  with 
his  parents  he  removed  to  the  Euipire  State,  where 
he  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  received  a  common- 
school  education.  On  the  18th  of  March,  1840, 
in  Trenton  Falls,  Oneida  Count3-,  he  led  to  the 
marriage  altar  Miss  Elizabeth  Sherman,  daughter 
of  John  and  Abigail  (Perkins)  Slieiman.  She  was 
born  in  Trenton  Falls,  September  28,  1816,  and 
her  father,  who  was  born  in  New  Haven,  Conn., 
in  1772,  w.as  a  grandson  of  Roger  Sherman,  a  signer 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  and  assistant 
Governor  of  Connecticut  nineteen  years.  Judge  of 
Common  Pleas  and  Superior  Coiu't  twenty-tiiree 
years,  Treasurer  of  Yale  College  ten  years,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Continental  Congress  from  177lunlii 
its  abolishment  in  1771),  and  a  member  of  the 
National  Congress  until  his  death.  He  was  also 
Mayor  of  New  Haven  nine-  3'ears  and  served  his 
State  and  county  several  times  on  iiu|)ortant  com- 
missions. He  was  unexcelled  in  practical  wisdom 
and  Christian  integrity'.  He  died  at  New  Haven, 
July  23,  17!)3,  at  the  .age  of  seventy-two  years,  his 
birth  having  occurred  April  H»,  1721,  in  Newton, 
Ma.ss.  .lolin  Sherman,  Mrs.  Hubbell's  father,  was 
a  graduate  of  Y.alc  College  and  was  the  oldest  son 
in  his  family  while  his  father  w.as  the  oldest  son  of 
the  oldest  son  of  Roger  Sherman.  He  built  tiie 
lirst  public  house  in  Trenton  Falls,  N.  Y.,  and  was 
the  first  to  bring  to  public  notii'e  that  now  popular 
pleasure  resort.  His  death  occurred  in  1828  at 
the  age  of  fifty -six  years.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Abigail  Perkins,  was  born  in  Norwich, 
Conn.,  in  ITTtJ,  and  died  in  1862,  aged  eighty-six 
yeais.  Her  family  was  related  to  the  Hunting- 
tons  and  other  historic  families  of  Connecticut. 

We  nt)w    return    to    the    history   of  our  subject, 
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Mr.  Hiibbell,  wlio  was  engaged  in  farming  in  Ills 
native  county  fur  the  next  two  years  following  his 
marriage.  Me  then  roicoved  to  New  Yorlc  City, 
where  he  was  in  the  grocery  business  one  year, 
after  whieli  lie  returned  to  Oneida  County,  where 
with  his  brother-in-law  M.  Moore,  as  clerk,  they 
engaged  in  tlie  hotel  business  in  Trenton  Falls 
untU  1860,  when  he  came  to  Fayette,  Iowa,  reach- 
ing this  place  on  the  18th  of  March.  He  purchas- 
ed a  farm  one  mile  north  of  Fayette,  where  he  re- 
sided until  1884,  when  he  sold  to  his  son,  the  pres- 
ent owner,  and  removed  to  the  citj',  where  he  has 
since  resided. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hubbell  have  two  children.  The 
daughter  Abliie  Caroline,  who  was  born  in  New 
York  City,  June  25,  1842,  is  the  wife  of  II.  J. 
Grannis,  County  Recorder  of  Fayette  County, 
wliose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work,  and 
unto  them  have  been  born  four  children.  Mark 
.Sherman,  born  in  Trenton  Falls,  October  18,  1843, 
married  Miss  Jennie  Siierman,  a  distant  relative 
and  resides  on  the  old  home  farm  in  Westfield 
Township.  They  have  four  daughters  and  a  son- 
Cora  May,  aged  ten  years;  Fditli  aged  eight; 
Minnie  Ida,  aged  six;  Hertha Esther,  four  years  of 
age;  and  Roger  Sherman,  a  year  and  a  half  old. 

In  polities  Mr.  Hubbell  was  a  Democrat  in  early 
life  but  joined  the  Republican  party  at  its  organiza- 
tion, voting  for  .lohn  C.  Fremont  for  President  iu 
1856,  and  for  each  succeeding  Republican  candi- 
date for  the  Presidency  up  to  the  time  of  this 
writing  in  November,  1890.  He  has  never  been 
an  aspirant  for  public  office  but  has  held  various 
township  offices.  His  wife  is  a  consistent  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church  with  which  she  united 
when  fourteen  3'ears  of  age.  She  has  suffered  in 
the  later  years  of  her  life  the  terrible  affliction  of 
total  loss  of  sight.  Her  eyes  began  to  trouble  her 
several  years  ago  through  neuralgic  affliction  and 
her  sight  failed  entirely  in  1882.  Notwithstand- 
ing her  misfortune,  Mrs.  Hubbell  is  patient  and 
cheerful  and  makes  the  most  possible  of  the  world, 
iler  genial,  kindly  ways  endear  her  to  family  and 
friends,  especially  to  the  little  grand-children  some 
of  whom  she  has  never  had  the  pleasure  of  behold- 
ing. Mr.  Hubbell  selected  their  present  home, 
which  is  next  door  to  the  Congregational  Church, 


with  a  view  to  its  convenience  for  his  wife  in  her 
infirmity.  She  has  been  accustomed  to  attend  di- 
vine worship  in  that  church  since  itwas  built  and 
can  now  find  her  way  there  without  difficulty  un- 
aided. 


f/OHN  C.  CLARK,  of  the  firm  of  Reed  & 
Clark,  pioprietors  of  a  livery,  feed  and  sale 
stable  of  Fayette,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Marion, 
ll^y  Allegheny  County,  N.  Y.,  May  29,  1846, 
and  is  a  son  of  John  W.  and  Mary  (Barnes)  Clark. 
He  lost  his  mother  in  childhood  and  with  his 
father  removed  to  Ogle  County,  III.  There  he 
received  a  common-school  education  and  in  De- 
cember, 1863,  though  quite  young,  enlisted  as  a 
member  of  Company  M,  Seventeenth  Illinois  Cav- 
alry. He  served  iu  the  Western  Department  under 
Gen.  Pleasanton  until  December,  1865,  or  until 
several  months  after  the  close  of  the  war.  On  his 
discharge  from  the  army  Mr.  Clark  carne  to  F.ay- 
ette,  Iowa,  and  with  the  history  of  this  county  has 
been  prominently  identified  for  many  years. 

In  Fayette,  on  the  13tli  of  September,  1866,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Filizabeth  Keasey, 
who  was  born  in  Ohio  October  23,  1845.  They 
became  parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom  five  are 
yet  living:  George  W..  born  June  15,  1867; 
Charles  H.  H.,  February  5,  1870;  Sarah  Hattie, 
born  September  20,  1874,  died  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een months;  Frank  E.,  born  January  15,  1876; 
John  W..  August  20,  1878;  Harry,  born  June  12, 
1887,  and  died  June  24,  1887;  Armittie  Grace  was 
born  July  31,  1889. 

On  coming  to  Iowa  Jlr.  Clark  embarked  in  farm- 
ing in  Harlan  Township,  where  he  continued  to 
reside  until  1872,  when  he  sold  out  and  came  to 
Howard  Township,  Howard  Count3f,  Iowa.  There 
he  also  devoted  his  energies  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, remaining  in  that  county  until  the  fall  of 
1878,  when  he  returned  to  P^ayette  County.  The 
following  spring  he  purchased  a  farm  in  Ilarhin 
Township,  where  he  made  his  home  until  December, 
1889,  when  he  sold  out  and  came  to  Fayette  where 
he  has  since  resided.  On  the  11th  of  March,  fol- 
lowing, he  formed   the  existing  partnership  with 
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Granville  Reed,  and  they  do  a  g'ood  business  in  that 
line.  Socially  ho  is  a  inemV)er  of  Warner  Post,  No. 
46,  G.  A.  R.,  and  in  politics  is  a  supporter  of  Repub- 
lican principles.  He  and  his  wife  are  menaliers  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Clark's 
father  is  still  a  resident  of  Fayette  County  and  is 
now  living  in  Maynard.  Ilis  wife,  who  was  a 
native  of  England,  died  in  1851  in  New  York 
State. 


-^"-^-^- 


lUEL  O'NEEL,  a  retired  farmer  living  in 
Oelwein,  has  been  a  resident  of  Iowa  since 
*^  \V  the  spring  of  1856.  He  was  born  in  Frank- 
'^  ford,  Franklin  County,  Ky.,  November  6, 
1816,  and  in  March  of  the  following  year  his  par- 
ents, Henry  and  Catherine  (Boiihani)  O'Neel,  re- 
moved to  Ri|)ley  County,  Ind.  They  were  both 
born  in  Virginia  and  went  to  Kentucky  while  quite 
young.  The  father  was  a  sobiier  in  the  War  of 
1812  and  served  under  Gen.  William  Henry  Harri- 
son. They  resided  in  Indiana  until  1860,  when  emi- 
grating westward  they  became  residents  of  Buch- 
anan Count}',  Iowa,  where  their  last  days  were 
spent,  Mr.  O'Neel  dying  at  the  age  of  seventv- 
two  years,  and  his  wife  when  seventy-six  years  of 
age. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  farm 
life  and  in  Ripley  County,  Ind.,  on  the  4th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 18.38,  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Mary 
Ann  Barden,  who  was  born  in  Franklin  County, 
Ind.,  December  12,  1821,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Jon- 
athan and  Emily  (Osborn)  Barden.  They  are  par- 
ents of  seven  children,  two  sons  and  five  daughters: 
Amanda,  the  widow  of  C.  N.  Martin,  resides  in 
Oelwein;  Luc}',  widow  of  John  (J lover,  makes  her 
home  near  Portland,  Ore.;  Emily,  wife  of  David 
Moore,  died  in  the  autumn  of  1888;  Mercy  is  the 
wife  of  Fletcher  Preble  and  in  Buchanan  County, 
Iowa,  they  make  their  home;  Henry  R.  wedded 
Mary  Jarrett  and  is  the  present  Sheriff  of  Fayette 
County;  Elizabeth  is  a  teaclier  of  ability  employed 
in  Portland,  Ore.;  Albert  married  Olive  Glover 
and  resides  near  Portland,  Ore.,  where  he  iseng.aged 
in  surveying  and  teaching. 

Mr.  O'Neel,  the  father  of  this   family,  became  a 


residentof  Fairbanks  Township,  Buchanan  County, 
Iowa,  on  the  19th  of  May,  1856.  He  was  there  en- 
gaged in  farming,  operating  two  hniidred  and 
twenty-live  acres  of  land,  a  part  of  which  lies  in 
Fayette  County.  On  selling  out,  he  removed  to 
Oelwein  in  the  spring  of  1883,  and  five  and  a  lialf 
acres  of  the  land  comprised  within  the  city  limits, 
are  his  prop8rtj\  In  politics  he  is  a  supporter  of 
Democratic  principles  and  has  served  as  Township 
Trustee  and  school  officer  in  Buchanan  County. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs  O'Neel  are  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church. 

Mrs.  O'Neel  died  at  her  country  residence  April 
5,  1874,  and  Mr.  O'Neel  was  again  married,  taking 
for  his  wife  Miss  Rebecca  Ellis,  a  native  of  Ken- 
tucky born  Marcii  26,  1818,  and  married  our  sub- 
ject May  20,  1875.  Her  parents  when  Mrs.  O'Neel 
was  seven  months  old  removed  to  Indiana  where 
she  was  reared  and  educated  and  spent  her  days 
until  her  marriage  with  our  subject.  Her  father,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  her  mother  a  native  of 
Virginia  died  at  a  ripe  old  age,  he  dying  at  the  age 
of  eighty  years  and  the  mother  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three  years. 


(|  IVILLIAM  H.  MEYER,  of  Oelwein,  resident 
\/\j//  partner  and  manager  of  the  firm  of  W.  H. 
^jf\y  Meyer  &  Co.,  dealers  in  general  merchan- 
dise, is  an  acknowledged  leading  business  man  of 
this  community.  His  enterprising  spirit  does  much 
to  advance  its  best  interests  and  he  is  well  worthy 
a  representation  in  this  volume.  Mr.  Me3ei-  has 
the  honor  of  being  a  native-born  citizen  of  Iowa. 
His  birth  occurred  in  Dubuque  County  on  the  4lh 
of  December,  1863,  and  he  is  a  son  of  Frederick 
and  Jolianna  (Grinnels)  Meyer,  a  sketch  of  whom 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  With  his  parents 
he  came  to  Fayette  County  in  the  spring  of 
1871,  the  family  settling  in  Jefferson  Township 
where  they  yet  reside.  His  father  is  one  of  the 
largest  landowners  in  the  county  and  a  well-known 
citizen.  William  H.  was  reared  to  manhood  on  his 
father's  farm,  his  boyhood  being  spent  in  attend- 
ance at  the  public   schools  and  in   assisting  in  the 
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laliors  incident  to  farm  life.  However,  after  at- 
taining- to  matnre  j'ears.  he  determiner!  to  give  iiis 
attention  to  other  pursuits.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
tliree  he  hegan  clerking  in  the  store  of  McDonald 
Bros.,  of  Oehvein.  dealers  in  general  merchandise. 
Two  years  later,  in  company  witii  otiiers  he  bougiit 
out  iiis  employers  and  continued  the  business 
tinder  the  firm  name  of  Kent  Bros.,  Meyer  &  Co., 
wliich  connection  continued  two  years  or  until  the 
1st  of  September,  1890,  when  Mr.  Meyer  bought 
out  his  partners'  interests  and  has  since  conducted 
the  business  alone.  He  has  a  double  store  in  what 
is  Jcnown  as  Brown's  block,  with  fort3'  feet  front 
and  sixty  deep,  and  carries  an  excellent  stock  of 
general  merchandise  averaging  in  value  from  ¥12- 
000  to  $1.5,000.  The  quality  of  his  goods  com- 
bined with  his  courteous  treatment  and  affable 
manners  have  won  for  him  a  liberal  patronage 
wliicli  is  justly  deserved. 

Mr.  Meyer  is  a  member  of  Pahdahnee  Lodge. 
No.  94,  K.  P. ;  and  Hebron  Lodge,  No.  374,  A. 
F.  &  A.  M.,  both  of  Oelwein.  He  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  enterprising,  live  business  men  of  Oel- 
wein. His  stock  is  selected  with  a  view  to  the 
demands  of  his  customers  and  the  best  goods  in 
the  market  for  the  money  are  sold  over  his  counters. 
He  is  prompt,  pleasant  and  courteous  and  employs  a 
force  of  competent  and  attractive  salesmen.  It  is 
fairly  conceded  that  W.  H.  Meyer  &  Co.,  is  to  be 
classed  as  one  of  the  leading  mercantile  houses  of 
Fayette  County. 


'm= 
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^,  ARTIN  RICHARDS,  a  retired  farmer  and 
veterinary  surgeon,  is  one  of  the  resi)ected 
li\  citizens  of  Brush  Creek,  where  he  has  now 
made  Ills  home  for  ten  years.  He  was  born 
in  West  Bloomfleld,  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  Octo- 
ber y,  1827.  and  is  a  son  of  William  H.  and  Sally 
(Brumley)  Richards.  The  family  is  of  French 
origin  and  was  established  in  this  country  by  the 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject  who  was  a  native 
of  France  and  a  sea  captain.  The  grandfather,  who 
was  born  in  this  land,  was  a  hatter  by  trade  and 
the   father,  who  was   born  in    Bennington,  Vt.,  in 


1792,  made  farming  his  jirincipal  occupation 
through  life.  When  young,  he  emigrated  to  On- 
tario County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  mu-ried  Miss  Brum- 
ley, a  native  of  Massacliusetts,  who  was  four  years 
his  junior.  He  continued  farming  in  the  Empire 
State  until  1844,  when  with  liis  faiuily  he  emigrated 
to  Oakland  County,  Mich.,  and  the  following  year 
came  liy  wagon  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Jeflferson  Pre- 
cinct, now  a  part  of  Clayton  County.  The  date  of 
his  settlement  in  this  State  is  September  15,  1845, 
and  history  therefore  numbers  him  among  its  ear- 
liest settlers.  Few  if  an}-  roads  had  been  laid  out 
at  the  time,  the  Indians  were  still  numerous  and 
game  of  all  kinds,  including  deer,  was  very  plenti- 
ful. They  had  to  go  to  a  mill  in  Wisconsin  for 
flour,  a  distance  of  some  sixty  miles  and  one  winter 
the  snow  was  so  ver^-  deep  that  they  had  to  live 
most  of  the  time  upon  cracked  corn  as  the  roads 
were  utterly  impassable.  As  there  were  no  land 
marks  to  indicate  the  way  in  which  they  should 
travel,  the  pioneers  would  set  up  poles  to  mark  the 
direction.  Tlie  first  election  in  Jefferson  Precinct 
showed  five  to  be  the  total  number  of  ballots  cast. 
Mr.  Richards  was  a  life-long  Democrat  and  faithful 
sup[)orter  of  that  party's  principles.  He  was  a 
noble  pioneer  and  his  death  which  occurred  in 
Clayton  County  in  1853,  was  mourned  by  the  en- 
tire community.  His  wife  long  survived  him,  dyings 
in  Montgomery  County-,  in  1885. 

Our  subject  is  the  fifth  in  their  family  of  ten 
children  but  only  half  of  the  number  are  now  liv- 
ing. Many  of  the  advantages  which  the  youth  of 
to-day  receives  were  denied  to  Martin  Richards, 
owing  partly  to  the  fact  that  his  family  was  in  lim- 
ited circumstances  and  also  a  pioneer  community 
did  not  afford  advanced  opportunities.  He  attended 
school  only  for  a  few  months  and  at  the  early  age 
of  eight  years  began  life's  battle  for  himself,  work- 
ing out  for  the  farmers  in  the  neighborhood  and 
making  his  home  under  others  than  the  parental 
roof.  He  labored  industriousl}^  and  as  soon  as  he 
had  accumulated  a  small  capital  he  invested  it  in 
eighty  acres  of  land  which  he  purchased  from  the 
Government.  A  road-viewer  bad  to  be  a  free- 
holder, hence  he  had  much  to  do  in  laying  out 
roads.  He  was  the  first  Constable  in  Lodomillo 
Township,  Clayton  County  and  for  many  years  was 
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Township  Trustee  and  JusticR  of  the  Peace.  He 
also  held  other  minor  positions  and  served  as  Dep- 
uty Sheriff  for  one  ye.ir.  At  length  attracted  by 
the  n;old  discovery  in  California  an<l  hoping  to 
make  money  more  rapidly  than  he  could  do  iu  Iowa, 
he  started  for  California.  Going  to  New  York 
City  he  found  that  he  could  not  get  a  ticket  for 
three  months,  so  he  secured  a  position  as  second 
steward  on  board  the  ship  '"Race  Hound"  at  820 
per  month.  Sixteen  days  he  spent  in  Kio  Janeiro 
and  caught  the  yellow  fever  which  was  there  raging. 
He  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life,  his  recovery 
being  due  to  the  bracing  airs  of  a  cooler  climate 
into  which  the  vessel  m.adc  its  way.  They  doubled 
Cape  Horn,  spent  fourteen  days  in  Valparaiso  and 
after  six  months  in  which  they  bad  sailed  a  distance 
of  twenty-five  thousand  six  hundred  miles,  they 
landed  at  San  Francisco.  Going  to  Maiysville, 
Cal.,  Mr.  Richards,  with  some  companions  started 
on  foot  to  Forbestown,  where  for  three  years  lie 
engaged  in  mining,  his  efforts  being  attended  with 
a  fair  degree  of  success.  In  1854  he  returned  by 
way  of  the  Nicarauga  route  and  the  Mississippi 
River  to  his  home  in  Iowa. 

Oil  the  15th  of  November  of  that  year  Mr. 
Richards  married  Miss  lilmily  Noble  who  was  born 
in  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y.,  November  16,  1834, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Loren  and  Fannie  (Boardman) 
Noble,  both  of  whom  were  also  natives  of  New 
York.  They  emigrated  to  Clayton  County,  Iowa, 
in  1853,  where  her  mother  died  in  1886.  Her 
father  is  now  living  in  Eilgewood  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-eight  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richards  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  a  farm  in  Clayton  County  which  continued 
to  be  their  home  until  1870,  when  they  removed  to 
Buchanan  County.  'l"en  years  later  they  became 
residents  of  Brusli  Creek,  where  they  now  make 
their  home.  During  all  this  time  Mr.  Richards  was 
interested  in  farming  but  in  1890  disposed  of  his 
lands  and  gives  his  entire  attention  to  the  practice 
of  vetcrinaiy  surgery.  He  has  engaged  in  that 
business  to  a  limited  extent  for  forty  years  but 
during  the  past  ten  years  has  had  a  good  practice 
ill  that  line.  In  the  truest  si-nse  of  the  word  he  is 
a  self-made  man,  having  made  all  he  has  through 
his  own  efforts  and  the  able  assistance  of  his  wife. 


In  political  sentiment  he  Is  a  stanch  Republican, 
having  faithfully  supported  that  party  since  casting 
his  first  vote  for  Fremont.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Christian  Cliurch  of  Brusli 
Creek.  Their  marii.age  has  been  blessed  with  three 
children:  Ilaltie  F.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Frank 
Weyant  and  resides  in  Englewood;  Ida  V.,  who 
married  Walter  Demming  and  died  in  Cherokee 
County,  this  State,  at  tlie  age  of  twenty-nine  years; 
and  Effie  L.,  a  milliner  of  P.rusli  Creek. 


S.  PAYNE  is  now  living  in  Mayiiard  m 
retirement  from  business  cares,  lie  li;is 
led  an  in<lustrious  and  useful  life  and  has 
acquired  a  handsome  ))roperty  which  now 
enables  him  to  lay  aside  all  arduous  duties  and 
cares  and  spend  his  declining  years  in  peace  and 
quiet,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  labors.  As  he 
is  well  and  favorably  known  throughout  the  county 
his  sketch,  which  we  here  give,  will  bo  of  interest 
to  many  of  our  readers.  He  was  born  in  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1824,  his  parents  being  Stephen 
and  Wealthy  (Minor)  Payne.  The  Payne  fainily 
is  of  English  descent,  and  the  Miner  fainily,  which 
was  founded  in  this  county  at  a  very  early  day,  hail 
a  representative  in  the  Revolutionary  War:  Icha- 
bod  Miner,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  who 
lived  to  the  extreme  old  age  of  ninety-nine  years. 
Stephen  Payne  was  born  Ma^-  4,  1798,  and  iu 
Oneida  County  N.  Y.,  June  1,  1820,  married  Miss 
Miner,  who  was  born  May  8,  1799.  A  fanner  bv 
occupation,  he  followed  that  pursuit  in  Oneida 
County  until  1830,  when  he  removed  to  Cattarau- 
gus County,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his 
death  August  16,  1866.  He  cared  little  for  public 
life,  much  preferring  the  enjoyment  of  the  home 
circle.  His  wife  survived  him  until  1878,  and 
died  in  Cattaiaugus  County.  In  their  family 
wore  eight  children:  Charlotte,  the  eldest,  born  in 
Now  York,  March  11,  1821,  was  the  wife  of  William 
Ralph  and  died,  in  her  native  State  in  1876,  leaving 
a  family  of  children;  Palmyra,  born  in  New  York 
November  11,  1822,  is  the  widow  of  Asa  Dickin- 
son, and  resides  in  Jefferson  Township;  S.  S.  is  the 
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third  in  orrier  of  bii'tli;  Sasaii,  who  was  born  in 
New  Yorlv  September  1,  1827,  and  tiiereyet  makes 
her  home,  lias  two  sons  by  her  marriage  with  Henry 
Clark;  William  Harvey,  born  in  New  York,  Novem- 
ber 15,  1829,  married  Laura  Clark  and  with  their 
five  children  tliey  reside  in  Smithfield  Townshiij; 
lehabod  Miner,  born  in  New  York,  August  6, 1832, 
married  Hannah  Howe,  and  is  living  in  Jefferson 
Township;  Elijah,  born  in  New  York,  September  7, 
1835,  has  one  child  by  his  union  with  Mary  Cone, 
and  their  home  is  in  the  Empire  State;  Stepiien  A., 
born  in  New  York,  May  10,  1838,  married  Melissa 
Morton,  and  they  have  six  sons,  and  their  home  is 
in  Fayette. 

S.  S.  Payne,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  was 
educated  in  the  subscription  schools  and  reared  to 
manhood  in  Cattaraugus  Count3-,  where  on  the  21st 
of  November,  1849,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Paulina  Dunbar,  a  native  of  Madison  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  a  daughter  of  Lyman  and  Sallie  (Mer- 
ritt)  Dunbar.  Her  father  was  born  in  Connecticut, 
April  15,  1800,  and  in  1823  wedded  Miss  Merritt, 
who  was  born  in  the  Empire  State,  in  .Inly,  l.so.i. 
He  followed  farming  until  his  death,  wiiicii  occur- 
red in  1884.  When  a  boy  of  twelve  3'ears  he 
entered  the  service  and  took  part  in  tlie  War  of 
1812.  His  wife  died  January  22,  1847.  Tlie  Rev- 
olutionary War  had  a  representative  of  the  family 
in  the  person  of  Daniel  Dunbar,  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Payne,  who  was  killed  in  battle,  and  Ezekiel 
Merritt,  the  maternal  grandfather,  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut, also  fought  for  independence.  Tlie  cliil- 
dren  of  the  Dunbar  family  were  Lyman,  who  was 
born  in  May,  1824,  enlisted  for  the  late  war  in  New 
York  in  18G1,  was  in  a  fleet,  died  on  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  and  was  buried  in  its  waters  in  18G3; 
Sarah,  born  in  1826,  became  the  wife  of  Ijcman 
Ray,  and  after  his  death  wedded  Willard  Merritt. 
They  have  three  children  and  reside  in  Madison 
County,  N.  Y. ;  Lucinda,  born  in  1828,  became  the 
wife  of  John  Wilcox,  and  died  in  1849,  leaving 
one  child  ;  Paulina,  born  in  1830,  is  now  Mrs.  Payne; 
Betsy,  born  in  1834,  died  in  New  York  in  1852; 
William,  born  in  1838,  enlisted  in  Michigan  in  tlie 
Fourteenth  Infantry,  veteranized  and  served  over 
four  years.  He  married  Miss  Ella  Haynes,  who  died 
in  Michigan  while  he  was  in  the  service,  leaving  one 


son.  He  then  weilded  Jane  Lewis,  who  is  now  liv- 
ing Willi  their  daughter  in  Erie,  Pa.  His  death 
occurred  in  February,  1888;  Sylvester,  born  in 
1836,  enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred  and  F"'ifty-fourlh 
New  Yorlv  Infantry,  served  in  the  Army  of  tlie 
Potomac,  was  captured,  confined  in  Libby  prison, 
taken  sick,  exchanged  and  then  placed  in  the  Union 
Hospital,  where  he  remained  until  September,  1863, 
wlien  he  returned  home.  He  married  Jane  Whit- 
more  and  resides  in  New  York;  Bertha,  born  in 
1840,  became  the  wife  of  Henry  Merritt  of  New 
York,  .ind  tlieir  union  has  been  blessed  with  five 
children. 

When  his  country  was  engaged  in  civil  strife,  S. 
S.  Payne,  like  the  otlier  members  of  his  family, 
showed  his  allegiance  by  faithful  service.  He  en- 
listed in  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1861,  as  a 
member  of  Company  B,  Sixty-fourth  New  York 
Infantry,  and  was  mustered  in  at  Elmira,  Septem- 
ber 12,  1861.  The  regiment  was  assigned  to  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  and  our  subject  participated 
in  the  bailie  of  Fair  Oaks,  the  Seven  Days  Battle  of 
the  Wilderness,  Savage  Station,  Malvern  Hill,  An- 
tielain,  Fredericksburg,  Cliancellorsville,  Gettys- 
burg, Spollsylvania,  Cold  Harbor  and  Petersburg, 
where  the  regiment  tlien  remained  until  September, 
1864,  when  it  was  discharged. 

After  being  mustered  out,  Mr.  Payne  returned 
to  his  home  in  New  York  and  in  November  of  the 
same  year,  came  to  Iowa.  He  purchased  a  farm  on 
section  15,  Harlan  Townsiiip  and  gave  his  attention 
to  its  cultivation  and  improvement  until  1889^ 
when  he  sold  out,  removing  to  Mayiiard.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a  Democrat  and  has  served  as  Road  Super- 
visor for  some  years.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of 
Reynolds  Post,  No.  47,  G.  A.  R.,  in  which  he  has 
lield  several  of  the  offices  and  is  now  acting  as 
Senior  Vice.  He  is  a  man  of  enterprising  spirit,  a 
valued  citizen  and  trusted  friend. 

The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Payne  numbers  ten 
children,  nine  of  whom  are  yet  living — Lj'man, 
born  September  13,  1850,  is  a  resident  of  Wiscon- 
sin. He  married  Janet  Joynor,  and  unto  them 
have  been  born  five  children;  Harvey,  wlio  was 
born  July  26,  1852,  and  is  now  living  in  Skamo- 
kawa,  married  Hannah  Scott,  by  whom  he  has  three 
children;  David  Osborn,  born  December  2,   1853, 
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is  a  spet'iilator  of  Lake  View,  Wasii.;  Allen,  born 
July  3,  1856.  inanieil  Kiiima  Gillespie  and  makes 
his  iioine  in  Roliert  Coiint\-,  Dak.  'I'lioy  have  five 
I'hililicn.  three  sons  and  two  daughters;  Klial.  born 
April  18,  1858,  is  at  home;  Richard,  born  April 
15,  1861,  married  Jennie  Jaeobson  and  is  living  on 
a  farm  near  the  old  homestead;  Cora,  born  June 
li).  186G,  resides  with  her  husband.  Herman  Ranney 
and  two  daughters  in  Maynard;  Myra,  born  April 
14,  1869,  is  still  with  h?r  parents;  Howard,  born 
April  28,  1 87 1,  died  in  Ma}',  18V5,  and  Judd  J., 
who  was  born  April  1,  1873,  completes  the  family. 


-~J- 


il<^=t--^- 


ILLIAM  D.  PARHOTT.  deceased,  was  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  West  Union,  dating 
his  residence  in  this  place  from  1854.  He 
was  born  in  England  aliout  1820  and  emigrated  to 
America  in  1832.  Prior  to  that  time  his  mother 
had  died  and  with  his  father  he  crossed  the  broad 
Atlantic,  becoming  a  resident  of  Phil.adelijhia.  He 
completed  his  education  in  the  schools  of  that  city 
and  learned  the  trade  of  a  watch-maker  and  jew- 
eler with  his  father.  After  arriving  at  years  of 
malurit}'  he  removed  lo  Pottsdam,  Pa.,  where  he 
engaged  in  business  in  that  line.  He  had  married 
in  Philadelphia  in  1837,  the  lady  of  his  choice 
being  Miss  Margaret  Bagnall  who  was  born  in  the 
city  of  Brotherly  Love  and  was  a  daughter  of 
William  Bagnall.  On  disposing  of  his  business 
interests  in  Potsdam  Mr.  Parrott  removed  toBelle- 
fontc,  Center  County,  where  he  continued  opera- 
tions in  his  line  of  trade  for  some  six  years. 
Thinking  lo  better  his  condition  he  came  to  Iowa 
in  1854  and  opened  a  store  in  West  Inion,  though 
still  running  his  establishment  in  the  East.  Find- 
ing that  his  efforts  were  being  crowned  with  suc- 
cess he  sent  for  his  family'  to  join  him  in  185G  and 
in  West  Union  he  continued  to  make  his  home  un- 
til his  death,  which  occurred  January  10,  1883. 
He  was  a  successful  business  man,  sagacious  and 
far-sighted,  and  upright  in  his  dealings.  His  genial 
manner  won  him  friends  whose  esteem  he  retained 
until  the  last.  In  early  life  he  was  a  supporter  of 
Whig  principles  and   afterward    identified    himself 


with  the  Kepulilican  party  of  whidi  he  was  a  w;nin 
supporter.  Me  w.as  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Friends  and  adhered  to  its  doctrines 
throughout  life.  His  wife,  who  died  April  27.  1875, 
was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parrott  had  a  family  of  thirteen 
children,  seven  sons  and  si.\  (laughters,  of  whom 
eight,  live  sons  and  three  daughters,  are  now  living: 
William  H..  the  eldest,  married  .Miss  Laura  Bing- 
ham and  is  a  jeweler  of  Monticello.  Iowa;  Joseph 
1).,  who  served  in  the  late  war  as  a  member  of 
Comi)any  F,  Third  Iowa  Infantry,  for  three  yeais 
and  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Jackson,  wedded 
Mary  Webb  and  is  now  engaged  in  wagon-makiiig 
in  Coon  Rapids,  Iowa;  James  P.  married  Sarah  L. 
Cruver  and  is  a  jeweler  of  West  Union;  Charles 
died  at  the  age  of  one  year  September,  1856; 
Edward  L.  is  living  in  West  Union;  Jennie  15.. 
wife  of  Charles  Hodgkinson  died  in  1888;  Emma 
died  in  infancy;  Henry  C.  married  Xellio  Country- 
man and  is  a  shoemaker  of  Onoka,  Minn.;  Frederick 
died  at  the  age  of  four  years;  Eva,  wife  of  Albert 
Vines,  died  March  3,  1881;  Lillie  is  the  wife  of 
Ciiarles  Macomber,  of  Cascade,  Dubucpie  County, 
Iowa;  Ella  is  a  partner  with  her  brother  James  in 
the  jewelry  business  at  West  Union,  and  .Maggie 
resides  in  Cascade,  Iowa. 


m 


\f]  AMKS  P.  PARROTT,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
jewelry  business  in  West  Union,  is  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  born  in  Union- 
ville  on  the  8th  of  February,  1842,  and  is  a 
son  of  \\illiam  1).  and  Margaret  (Bagnall)  Parrott. 
His  literary  education  was  acfjuired  in  the  commoi; 
schools  and  his  business  training  with  his  father, 
who  was  a  jewelei-  by  trade,  and  for  many  years 
eng.aged  in  that  vocation.  Our  subject  succeeded 
to  his  father's  business  in  company  with  his  sisters, 
Ella  and  Maggie,  and  under  the  lirm  name  of  J.  I*. 
Parrott  <fe  Co.  affairs  are  mnnageil. 

Mr.  Parrott  laid  .aside  all  other  interests  in  the 
autumn  of  1864  and  responded  to  the  country's 
call  for  troops,  enlisting  on  the  14th  of  October  as 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


641 


a  member  .f  the  First  Iowa  Battery,  Light  Artil- 
lery. He  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  partici- 
pating in  the  battle  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  other 
minor  engagements.  When  hostilities  had  ceased 
and  the  war  was  at  an  end  he  was  mustered  out  in 
Davenport  on  the  5th  of  July,  1865,  and  returned 
to  his  home  and  his  business. 

Mr.  Parrott  was  married  in  this  city  to  Sarah  L. 
Gruver,  the  union  being  celebrated  January  27, 
1867.  The  lady  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  having  been 
born  in  Ashland  County.  With  her  mother  she, 
came  West  in  1865,  locating  in  this  city  where  she 
has  since  made  her  home.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  and  has  many  warm  friends 
throughout  the  community,  being  held  in  high 
regard  in  the  social  world. 

Our  subject  takes  considerable  interest  in  civic 
societies  and  holds  membership  with  West  Union 
Lodge,  No.  C9,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  West  Union  Lodge 
No.  124,  K.  P.;  Abernethy  Post  No.  48,  G.  A.  R., 
and  West  Union  Lodge  No.  25.  A.  O.  U.  W.  He 
is  ranked  among  the  leading  business  men  of  the 
place,  has  succeeded  in  building  up  a  g()(^d  tiade 
and  is  a  valued  citizen.  In  politics  he  is  a  Rcpul)- 
lican. 


<|  ^.ILLIAM  H.  McCORMICK,  who  is  engaged 
\rJ//  in  farming  and  stock-raising,  owns  a  tine 
\0fl  farm  of  three  hundred  and  fifteen  acres  on 
section  6,  and  in  Bremer  County,  and  his  home  is 
one  of  the  best  residences  in  Banks  Township,  lie 
was  born  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  March  4,  1835,  and  is 
of  Irish  descent.  His  father,  Michael  McCormick 
was  born  in  Ireland  in  1796,  .and  wedded  Mary 
Kerwin,  who  was  born  in  the  same  country  in  1801. 
Leaving  their  native  land,  they  came  to  this  coun- 
try during  the  early  part  of  the  present  century 
and  spent  their  last  days  in  Brighton,  Wis.,  where 
the  mother  died  in  1845,  the  father  suiviving  lier 
some  fifteen  years.  In  their  family  were  four  sons 
and  one  daughter  who  grew  to  mature  years  and 
seven  children  who  died  in  infancy  or  earlj^  youth. 
Michael  died  in  Kenosha  County,  Wis.,  thirty-three 
years  ago,  leaving  a  widow  and  one  child;  Patrick, 
who  married  Ann  Cunningham,  by    whom   he   has 


four  children,  is  extensively  engaged  in  farming 
in  Kenosha  County;  James  who  resides  in  the  same 
count}',  is  also  an  agricultur.alist;  Ann  is  the  wife 
of  Nicholas  McCormick,  a  farmer  of  Wisconsin, 
and  their  union  li.is  been  blessed  with  four  chil- 
dren. 

In  our  subject  we  see  tlie  3'oungest  of  this  family. 
When  a  lad  of  seven  summers,  in  1842,  he  accom- 
panied his  parents  on  their  removal  from  Albany, 
N.  v.,  to  Kenosha  County,  Wis.,  where  he  made  his 
home  until  going  to  Rock  County  in  1864.  He 
there  spent  seven  years,  then  in  1871  removed  to 
Illinois  and  remained  there  three  years  and  in  1874 
took  up  his  residence  upon  his  present  farm.  His 
marriage  was  celebrated  in  Kenosha  Count}',  Wis., 
February  18,  1855,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being 
Miss  Catherine,  daughter  of  Michael  and  Adelia 
(Cross)  Conry.  Her  father  was  born  in  Ireland, 
in  1810,  and  coming  to  America  in  his  youth  met 
and  married  Miss  Cross,  who  was  born  in  Rutland 
County,  Vt.,  in  1816.  Unto  them  were  born  three 
sons  and  live  daughters,  the  eldest  of  whom  is 
Mrs.  McCormick  who  was  born  in  Rutland  County, 
Vt.,  August  30,  1841.  Sliortly  afterward  the  family 
removed  to  Rock  County,  Wis.,  where  was  born 
James  who  married  Elizabeth  Ladieu  of  Will 
County,  111.,  and  resides  at  Allen's  Grove,  Wis., 
with  his  wife  and  six  children;  ftlartha  and  Adelia 
who  arc  at  home;  Mary,  wife  of  Clarence  Wooster, 
station  agent  in  Rock  County,  Wis.,  by  whom  she 
has  three  children;  and  Augustine  and  Emma  J., 
at  home. 

On  coming  to  this  county  Mr.  McCormick  pur- 
chased tvvo  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres  of  land 
to  which  lie  added  until  his  fann  assumed  its 
present  size.  His  land  is  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  the  well  tilled  fields  and  many  improve- 
ments making  the  whole  a  very  desirable  property 
and  indicating  the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the 
owner,  who  with  his  fainil}',  there  lives  in  comfort. 
The  home  has  been  blessei)  with  the  presence  of 
nine  cliildren,  but  two  were  taken  away  by  death 
and  a  number  have  left  the  [)arental  roof.  Adelia, 
the  eldest,  born  March  18,  1856,  in  Kenosha  County, 
Wis.,  is  the  wife  of  Fred  J.  Wilkie,  a  resident 
farmer  of  Sumner,  Iowa;  Julia  E.,  born  March  20, 
1857,  is  yet  at  home;  Adeline,  born   January    1, 
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1860,  is  the  wife  of  James  B.  Lowe,  and  resides 
with  her  luisbaiid  and  two  cliildrcn  in  Sumner, 
wliere  Mr.  I^owe  engages  in  mercliandising;  Will- 
iam D.,  born  September  22,  18G1,  is  at  home; 
Rollin  B.,  born  April  18,  1863,  died  December  19. 
1877;  Marietta,  born  March  20,  1865,  is  living  at 
home;  Frank  S.,  born  August  25,  1868,  is  the  next 
younger;  Kugene  1.,  born  March  12,  1872,  is  now 
allcuding  the  lTp|)er  Iowa  University  in  Pa^-ette. 
Another  child  of  the  family,  was  James,  twin 
brother  of  Marietta,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  McCormicIv  is  liberal  in  his  political  views 
but  leans  toward  the  Democratic  [)arty.  He  is 
well  known  throughout  the  community  both  as  a 
prominent  and  progressive  farmer  and  as  a  valued 
citizen.  He  and  his  family  hold  a  high  position  in 
the  social  world. 


m- 


-    '  " ^^I'^r' 

HkM  R^-  JOHN  BOALE,  widow  of  one  of  llic 
pioneers  of  Fayette  County,  lives  on  sec- 
tion G,  Union  Township.  Her  husband, 
John  Boale,  was  born  in  County  Down, 
Ireland,  December  5,  1822,  and  was  a  son  of  John 
Boale,  whose  father  bore  the  same  given  name  and 
was  a  farmer  liy  occupation.  John  J5oale,  the 
father-in-law  of  the  lady  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch,  and  who  is  kuown  in  the  family  as  Grand- 
father Boale,  was  married  in  Ireland  to  Miss 
McAVha,  who  became  the  mother  of  seven  children, 
all  born  on  the  Emerald  Isle.  In  1838  he  came 
with  his  famil}'  to  America,  settling  in  Mercer 
County,  Pa.,  wlicre  with  tlie  aid  of  his  sons  he 
developed  from  the  wild  land  a  good  farm.  Four- 
teen years  were  spent  in  the  Kej'Stone  State  liy  the 
family'  and  in  1852  the}'  came  to  Iowa,  settling  in 
Union  Township,  Fayette  County,  where  the  sur- 
vivor still  resides.  Grandfather  Boale  located  on 
a  farm  of  forty  acres  where  he  lived  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  seven  years  later  on  March  6,  1859. 
His  wife  died  November  5, 1860,  and  was  laid  to  rest 
by  his  side  in  the  Boale  C'emeter3-,  which  is  located 
on  the  homestead  farm. 

Among  the  seven  children  of  this  worthy  couple 
was  John  with  whom  this  sketch  mainly-  deals.     He 


was  sixteen  years  of  age  when  he  emigrated  with 
his  parents  to  Pennsylvania  in  1838.  He  had  re- 
ceived an  excellent  education  in  Ireland  and  grew 
to  ni.anhood  on  his  father's  farm  in  Pennsylvania. 
In  1850,  he  married  Miss  Martha  Gabie,  their 
union  being  celebrated  in  Down  County,  Ireland, 
whither  he  had  returned.  The  lady,  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Jane  (McGee)  Gabie,  was  born  in  that 
countj'.  Accompanied  by  his  bride,  Mr.  Boale 
again  came  to  America  and  in  1852  emigrated  to 
this  comity  in  company  with  his  parents.  He  pur- 
chased two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  on 
which  his  family  now  live,  only  fifteen  acres  being 
then  under  the  plow,  while  the  only  improvement 
was  a  log  cabin,  in  which  he  and  his  wife  began 
housekeeping.  At  tliat  lime  the  city  of  West  Union 
consisted  of  a  liberty  pole,  six  or  eight  log  houses 
and  a  grocery  store,  whose  stock  of  goods  would 
not  more  than  fill  a  wagon.  Mr.  Boale  continued 
to  improve  that  farm  until  1870,  when  in  order  to 
give  his  chUdreu  better  school  privileges  he  removed 
to  his  farm  in  Dover  Township,  near  Auburn. 
Twelve  years  were  spent  by  the  family  there,  dur- 
ing whicii  time,  on  July  19,  1876,  Mr.  Boale  closed 
an  active,  successful  and  well  spent  life.  He  was  a 
faithful,  liberal  and  consistent  memlier  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  West  Union,  of  which  he  w.is 
one  of  the  first  Elders,  and  was  always  ready  to  do 
his  part  in  any  enterprise  I'alculuted  to  advance  the 
best  interests  of  the  community.  In  his  dealings 
he  was  upright  and  honorable  and  the  success  which 
crowned  his  efforts  was  but  the  revvard  of  industry 
and  good  management.  He  took  an  intelligent 
interest  in  public  and  i)olilical  questions,  but  was 
never  an  office  seeker  though  he  held  several  minor 
positions  after  being  earnestly  solicited  to  do  so  by 
his  friends.  In  political  sentiment  he  was  a  Demo- 
crat all  his  life,  but  if  he  believed  the  candidate  of 
the  opposing  party  to  be  a  better  man  he  had  inde- 
pendence enough  to  give  him  his  support.  He  left 
his  family  in  comfortable  circumstances,  his  landed 
possessions  comprising  some  four  hundred  acres. 
From  tiie  earliest  daj's  of  his  settlement  in  the 
county  until  his  death  no  word  of  reproach  was 
breathed  against  his  character  but  by  all  he  was 
honored  and  esteemed  and  the  life  which  he  led  is 
one  well  worthy  of  emulation. 
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In  the  familj'  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boale  are  six  sons 
and  two  daughters:  Jemima,  born  Fel)riiary  21, 
1852,  is  the  wife  of  William  Hewett,  of  Belvidere, 
111.;  Malcolm,  born  April  1,  1854,  is  a  druggist  of 
Maynard,  Fayette  County;  .John,  born  October  17, 
1856,  uow  has  charge  of  tiie  home  place;  Grace, 
born  June  5,  1859,  is  the  wife  of  William  Lower,  a 
farmer  residing  in  West  Union ;  William  B.,  born 
September  12,  1861,  is  residing  in  K.ansas  City, 
Mo.;  Allen  J.,  born  September  3,  18G4,  is  a  miner 
of  Deadwood,  S.  D.;  George  II.,  born  January  24, 
1867,  is  living  in  Belvidere,  HI.;  James  D.,  born 
February  26,  1870.  died  November  30,  1889.  With 
the  exception  of  the  eldest  all  were  born  in  Fayette 
County,  Iowa.  Their  excellent  educational  advan- 
tages they  have  improved  and  an  intelligent  and 
cultured  one  is  the  Boale  family.  The  comfortable 
home  is  Siied  with  many  pieces  of  artistic  and  deli- 
cate needle  work,  be.autifullj'  wrought  by  Mrs. 
Boale;  the  old  family  Bible,  one  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  years  old  occupies  an  honored  place 
among  their  treasures  and  in  their  home  where 
happiness  and  good  will  abound,  their  many  friends 
delight  to  gather.  John  has  charge  of  the  farm, 
having  operated  it  since  his  father's  death,  and  the 
appearance  of  the  place  shows  him  to  be  a  success- 
ful and  enterprising  young  business  man.  The 
mother  is  a  faithful  Christian  woman,  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  and  is  beloved  by  all  vvho 
know  her. 


OHN  W.  STEWART,  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  of  Illyria  Township,  residing  on  sec- 
tion 4,  was  born  in  Chenango  County,  N.  Y.. 
January  11,  1836,  and  is  a  son  of  Dr.  Isaac 
and  Ruth  (Wilcox)  Stewart.  The  family  is  sup- 
posed to  be  of  Scotch  origin.  The  first  one  of 
whom  we  have  any  authentic  record  is  William 
Stewart,  of  North  .Stonington,  Conn.,  who  was  born 
in  1692  and  married  Elizabeth  Church.  His  eldest 
son,  William,  married  Elizabeth  Wj'att,  and  their 
eldest  son,  Nathan,  married  Barbara  Palmer.  The 
next  in  the  line  of  direct  descent  is  also  the  eldest 
son,  Nathan  Jr.,  who  wedded  Anna  Brown,  daugh- 


ter of  Col.  Daniel  Brown,  and  became;'the  grand- 
•  father  of  our  subject.  He  entered  the  service  of 
his  country  and  when  sixteen  years  of  age  was  one 
of  the  Minute  Men.  He  warned  the  people  when 
the  British  attacked  Stonington  Point  and  did 
other  other  useful  service  during  the  war. 

Dr.  Isaac  Stewart  was  born  in  Stonington  June 
5,  1792,  and  on  the  27th  of  April,  1825,  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Ruth  Wilcox,  who  was  born  at 
West  Winfield,  N.  Y.,  November  5,  1798,  and  is 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Syl)il  ((iuild)  Wilcox. 
Her  father  was  born  at  IMiddletown,  Conn.,  in  1771, 
and  died  November  11,  1818.  In  Plainfleld, 
N.  Y.,  he  wedded  Miss  tiuild,  who  was  born  in 
Massachusetts  Februaiy  16,  1778,  and  died  Novem- 
ber 26,  1842.  The  Guild  family,  live  generations 
remote,  came  from  England,  John  settling  in  Ded- 
ham,  jNIass.,  in  1736.  Her  father  removed  from 
the  Bay  State  to  West  Winfield,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
built  the  first  house,  erected  the  first  church  and 
organized  the  first  school.  Soon  after  the  marriage 
of  Dr.  Stewart  and  Miss  Wilcox  the\'  removed  to 
Middlebury,  Ohio,  where  he  and  his  brothers 
owned  and  operated  a  plow  factory  and  an  iron 
foundry.  Four  years  later  he  returned  to  West 
Winfield,  N.  Y.,  where  he  spent  one  year  and  then 
purchased  a  farm  in  Chenango  County,  which  he 
sold  in  1840,  on  removing  to  South  Trenton.  Five 
years  later  he  received  a  diploma  to  practice  me<li- 
cine.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1856  and  purchased  a 
farm  in  Illyria  Township,  which  in  connection  with 
bis  medical  practice  he  carried  on.  He  was  a  man 
of  great  energy  and  enterprise  and  a  prominent 
citizen  of  the  comm\inity.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Republican  and  in  religious  belief  a  Baptist.  His 
death  occurred  in  Illyria  October  5,  1864,  and  his 
wife,  a  most  estimable  lady,  died  in  West  'Union 
on  the  10th  of  Decembei-,  1870.  In  their  family 
were  six  children,  but  only  tlirec  are  now  living: 
Daniel  resides  in  Illinois;  and  JMrs.  Abbic  Briggs 
makes  her  home  in  California. 

Our  subject  is  the  fifth  in  the  family  and  the  one 
in  whom  the  people  of  Fayette  County  are  espe- 
cially interested.  The  story  of  his  life  is  as  follows  : 
During  his  youth  he  received  good  educational 
advantages  and  attended  the  public  schools  and 
the  seminary  of   AVest  Winfield,  N.  Y'.,  where  he 
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manifested  a  special  aptitude  for  study.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  he  had  fitted  iiimself  for  teaeiiing 
and  embarl<ed  in  that  profession,  whicli  lie  contin- 
ued for  three  3'ears.  On  attaining  his  majority  he 
followed  the  advice  of  Horace  Greeley  and  came 
West  to  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  where  he  assisted 
his  fatiier  in  the  development  and  improvement  of 
a  farm.  He  also  taught  a  number  of  schools  with 
excellent  success,  after  which  he  accepted  a  posi- 
tion as  book-keeper  and  salesman  in  a  mercantile 
establishment  in  Hudson,  Wis. 

Returning  to  this  countj'  Mr.  Stewart  was  mar- 
ried on  the  12th  of  January,  1865,  his  union  being 
with  Emma,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Joslyn) 
Hale,  of  West  Union.  She  was  born  in  Chum- 
leigh,  England,  IMay  4,  1844,  and  when  about  six 
years  of  age  crossed  the  Atlantic  with  her  parents, 
the  family-  locating  in  Ohio,  where  they  remained 
four  years,  coming  thence  to  West  Union,  where 
thej'  still  reside. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stewart  iiave  been  born  four 
children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters:  Bertha  W., 
wife  of  C.  II.  tjuigley,  an  attorney-at-law  of  West 
Union;  Mabel,  wife  of  E.  H.  Appleman,  of  Cler- 
mont, Iowa;  Charles  W.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  months;  and  William  K.,  at  home. 

In  politics  Mr.  Stewart  was  a  Republican  until 
the  time  of  the  National  Convention  in  Chicago,  in 
1888,  which  declared  in  such  strong  terms  its  high 
protective  principles,  since  which  time  he  has 
alfiliatcd  with  the  Democracy'.  In  Geauga  County, 
Ohio,  and  in  this  county,  he  has  acted  as  Deputy 
County  Surveyor,  and  soon  after  his  marriage  he 
took  charge  of  the  West  Union  schools,  serving  as 
Principal  for  several  terms.  In  the  winter  of 
1870-71  he  had  charge  of  the  New  Hampton 
schools,  and  in  the  summer  of  1871  was  employed 
as  teacher  of  natural  sciences  in  the  Baptist  Uni- 
versity of  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  The  following  year 
he  was  appointed  Deputy  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction  under  Prof.  Abernethy,  but  four  years 
later  resigned  on  account  of  ill-health  and  spent 
eighteen  months  traveling  in  the  South  and  in  the 
New  England  States.  In  1877  he  purchased  a 
farm  in  West  Union  Township,  and  in  1883  bought 
tlie  farm  on  which  be  now  resides,  one  of  the  best 
in  the  township,  improved  with  excellent  buildings 


and  nil  the  modern  conveniences.  At  present  he 
is  serving  as  Township  Trustee.  As  an  educator 
he  did  effective  service  and  as  Deput}'  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Instruction  in  Iowa  won  the  highest 
commendation  from  the  public.  Mr.  Stewart  is 
one  of  the  most  inllueulial  and  prominent  citizens 
of  Fayette  County  and  it  is  with  pleasure  that  we 
present  to  the  readers  of  this  Ai.bu.m  a  sketch  of  so 
illustiidus  a  man. 

ILLTAM  CODLING  is  the  owner  of  a  fine 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on 
section  27,  Oran  Township,  pleasantly 
situated  within  two  miles  of  Fairbanks,  where  he 
receives  his  mail  and  markets  much  of  his  produce. 
His  residence  in  the  county  covers  a  period  of 
thirty-five  years,  during  which  time  he  has  borne 
no  inconsiderable  part  in  its  development  and 
progress.  Mr.  Codling  is  of  English  birth.  He 
was  born  in  Durham  County,  on  April  ,j,  1826, 
and  is  the  second  in  a  family  of  seven  children, 
whose  parents,  Joseph  and  Isabella  (Hogg)  Cod- 
ling, were  also  born  in  that  county.  Hoping  to  bet- 
ter their  condition  they  crossed  the  Atlantic  to 
America  in  1857,  and  at  once  came  to  this  county, 
locating  on  section  34,  Oran  Township.  The  fa- 
ther died  in  1874,  and  the  death  of  the  mother 
occurred  on  September  15,  1890.  Six  children  yet 
survive  them,  hut  Elizabeth,  the  eldest,  diiil  in 
England  prior  to  the  emigration  of  the  family  to 
America.  Those  younger  than  our  subject  arc 
John  who  is  married  and  resides  in  Pottsville,  Pa.; 
Jane,  wife  of  Benjamin  Hough  of  Oelwein;  Joseph 
is  married  and  makes  his  home  in  Van  Couver, 
British  Columbia;  Mrs.  Ann  Watson  of  Durham 
County,  England;  and  Isabel,  wife  of  J.  Hough  of 
Oelwein. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  passed  uneventfully. 
He  acquired  his  education  in  his  native  land  and 
remained  in  England  until  twenty  six  years  of  age, 
when,  resolving  to  try  his  his  fortune  in  the  new 
world,  he  sailed  from  J^iverpool  in  May,  1853. 
The  voyage  was  a  long  and  stormy  one  l)ut  after 
six  weeks  the  vessel  at   length   reached    the   harbor 
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of  New  York  in  safely.  Without  much  delay  he 
went  to  Pliiladelphia  and  thence  to  Pottsville,  Pa., 
where  lie  spent  about  three  years,  coming  to  Iowa, 
in  1856.  Here  lie  gave  his  attention  to  farming, 
following  tliat  occupation  in  Oran  Townsliip.  In 
1861,  he  started  to  return  to  his  mother  country  on 
a  visit  but  the  Civil  War  brolve  out  and  feeling 
that  his  adopted  land  needed  his  services,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  E,  Fifth  Iowa  Infantry,  for  three 
years  and  was  mustered  in  at  Burlington.  The 
regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Missis- 
sippi and  took  part  in  tlie  battles  of  Island  No.  10, 
New  Madrid,  Corinth,  luka,  the  second  battle  of 
Corinth  and  the  capture  of  Jackson,  Miss.,  where 
Mr.  Codling  received  a  gunshot  wound  in  the  left 
leg.  For  some  time  he  was  confined  in  the  liosi)ital 
and  was  tlien  taken  .as  a  prisoner  of  war  to  Rich- 
mond and  placed  in  Libby  Prison  whence  he  was 
sent  to  Annapolis,  Md.,  where  he  was  exchanged. 
In  July,  1863,  he  was  sent  to  St.  Louis  but  his 
health  necessitated  his  confinement  in  tiie  hos[)ital 
during  the  winter  of  1863-4.  Broken  down  from 
hardship  and  disease,  he  was  honorably  discharged 
on  account  of  physical  disability  February  29, 
1864,  and  returned  to  his  liome,  where  he  once  more 
engaged  in  agricultural  i)ursuits. 

The  same  year,  Mr.  Codling  was  married,  the 
lady  of  his  choice  being  Sarah  J.,  daughter  of  James 
and  Susan  (Thomas)  Teague,  the  former  a  native  of 
Gloucestershire,  and  the  latter  of  Monmouthshire. 
Tiie  daughter  was  born  in  Yorkshire.  They  left 
England  in  18.34,  and  came  to  America,  locating  in 
Oran  Township,  where  the  father  yet  resides.  His 
wife  died  in  1888.  Mr.  Codling  w.as  called  upon 
to  mourn  the  lo.'is  of  his  wife  in  1865,  and  on  the 
2Gtli  of  Deeeralier  of  that  year  he  wedded  Fannie 
J.  Weeks,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  D.  W.  and  B.  W.  (Fifield)  Weeks,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  the  old  Granite  State.  After 
tlieir  marriage  they  settled  on  section  34,  Oran 
Township,  where  our  subjec't  Ojjened  up  a  new  farm. 
In  1869,  he  purchased  an  improved  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  27,  and  has 
further  enhanced  its  value  by  the  erection  of  a 
good  barn  and  comfortable  residence.  Their  home 
is  brightened  by  the  presence  of  three  daughters — 
Adelina,  Laura  E.  and  Minnie  E.     The  eldest  has 


taught  schoollfor  four  terras  iil  this  township.  Mr. 
Codling  keeps  himself  well  informed  on  political 
issues  and  other  questions  of  general  interest  and 
votes  with  the  Republican  party.  The  school  finds 
in  him  a  warm  friend  and  while  serving  on  the 
Board  of  Education  he  did  effective  service  in  its 
interests.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  Fairljanks 
Post,  No.  367,  G.  A.  R.,  of  whicli  he  was  Com- 
mander and  is  now  an  Officer  of  the  Day.  His 
possessions  have  been  acquired  b^'  industry,  fru- 
gality and  enterprise  on  his  part,  together  with  the 
able  assistance  of  his  estimable  wife. 


(41  I^ALTER  HENRY  FINKE,  dealer  in  drugs 
\rJ/  and  patent  medicines,  wall  jiaper  and  books, 
\^yj  of  I^lgin,  Iowa,  is  a  native  of  Ohio.  He 
was  born  in  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  July  31,  1853, 
and  is  a  son  of  Frank  II.  and  Anna  (Molbrook) 
Finke,  both  of  whom  arc  natives  of  Germany;  Ids 
father  born  March  1,  1820.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
he  emigrated  to  America  and  in  Ohio,  where  he 
settled,  formed  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Holbrook, 
who  at  the  age  of  thirteen  had  become  a  resident 
of  this  country.  Tliey  were  married  in  Cincinnati 
wliere  he  followed  the  painter's  trade  until  1856, 
wiien  they  emigrated  vvestward.  Crossing  the  Alis- 
sisslppi  River  on  the  ice  in  March  of  that  year 
they  located  in  the  city  of  Dubuque,  Iowa,  where 
they  are  still  living.  In  their  family  are  three 
children — Emma,  at  home;  Rosa,  wife  of  H.  C. 
Saunders  of  Dubuque;  and  Walter  II. 

Tlie  last  named,  who  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  educated  in  the  pulillc  scliools  of  Dubuque  and 
received  Ids  business  traiaiug  in  tlie  drug  store  of 
W.  P.  Allen  of  that  city,  which  he  entered  as  a 
clerk  at  the  age  of  seventeen.  There  he  remained 
six  years  in  which  time  he  mastered  the  business  in 
all  its  details.  In  1876,  he  went  to  Colorado  and 
worked  in  a  g<jld  mine  in  Boulder  Canon  for  a 
time,  after  whicli  he  returned  to  Le  Mars,  Iowa, 
where  he  took  charge  of  the  drug  store  owned  by  W. 
F.  Allison.  A  year  later  he  established  a  drug 
store  in  Volga  City  for  E.  W.  Griftith  and  has  now 
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for  twelve  3'ears  been  engaged  in  business  for  him- 
self in  Elgin. 

An  imporlniit  event  in  the  life  of  JNIr.  Finke 
occurred  at  Strawberry  Point,  April  2,  1879,  when 
he  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Klla  Phillips,  a 
native  of  Elgin,  111.  Unto  them  was  born  one 
child,  Rosa  Ella,  but  she  died  of  dii)htheria  when 
in  her  ninth  year.  In  Ma}-,  1879,  Mr.  Finke  came 
to  Elgin,  Iowa,  and  established  his  present  business, 
lie  at  first  had  a  very  small  stock  but  constantly 
increasing  trade  has  necessitated  a  corresponding 
enlargement  in  the  quantity  of  his  goods  and  he  is 
now  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  best  drug  stores  in 
the  county.  His  experience  in  this  line  of  business 
covers  a  period  of  more  than  twenty-one  years. 
In  politics  he  is  a  supporter  of  Democratic  princi- 
ples and  sociall}'  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows 
Lodge  and  of  the  Legion  of  Honor. 


f)ESSE  B.  HERRIMAN,  a  highly  respected 
farmer  of  Union  Township,  residing  on  sec- 
tion 15,  is  the  son  of  Maj.  David  B.  Herri- 
man,  who  was  iiorn  in  Newark,  N.  .J.,  No- 
vember 17,  1808,  in  wliich  |)lace  his  boyhood  was 
spent  and  where  he  ac(iuired  a  limited  education. 
When  a  young  man  he  went  to  Floiida  in  -quest  of 
fortune,  but  after  remaining  a  short  time  returned 
to  his  native  city  and  subsequently,  in  183."),  started 
with  an  ox-team  for  the  then  Far  West.  He  located 
temporaril}'  in  La  Grange  County,  Ind.,  and  soon 
afterward  permanently  established  himself  on  land 
in  Noble  County,  Ind.,  in  a  bark  cabin  that  had 
been  built  by  the  Indians.  He  turned  the  first 
furrow  in  the  east  half  of  Noble  County  and  shared 
in  all  the  hardsliips  and  ti'ials  of  pioneer  life.  In 
the  two  branches  of  tlu^  Indiana  Legislature,  with 
the  exception  of  one  term,  he  served  for  sixteen 
consecutive  years.  He  was  a  man  of  talent,  pos- 
sessing executive  ability  in  a  large  degree,  and  was 
popular  with  the  people.  Soon  after  locating  in 
Indiana  he  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Mary  ,T. 
.Indy,  and  'onto  them  were  born  six  children:  John, 
Charles,  Warren  B.,  Samuel  K.,  Jesse  B.  and  Han- 
nah E.     The  mother    died   about  18.')0,  at    the  age 


of   thirty-two   years,  and    in   18.52  Mr.  Herriman 

married  Elizabeth  Dye,  bj'  whom  he  had   two  chil- 
liren — Marj'  A.  and  Ella. 

The  same  j-ear  he  received  the  ai)poinlment  of 
Indian  Agent  of  the  Chippewa  Agency-,  with  head- 
(juarters  at  Ft.  Snelling,  Minn.,  and  for  four  years 
served  in  that  capacity.  In  1857  he  settled  in 
Wadena,  Fayette  County,  purchasing  at  that  time 
twelve  hundred  acres  of  land,  all  in  one  body.  He 
had  been  very  successful  in  his  business  transac- 
tions and  brought  with  him  to  this  county  $100,000 
in  cash.  He  owned  large  tracts  of  land  in  and  near 
the  present  cities  of  St.  Paul  ami  Minneapolis, 
together  with  the  site  and  surroundings  of  Minne- 
haha Falls.  After  locating  in  this  county  he  served 
several  terms  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors.  He 
was  a  Democrat  in  politics,  stood  six  feet  two  inches 
in  height,  and  tipped  the  beam  at  three  hundred 
and  twent3'-threc  pounds.  He  had  wonderful 
bouyancy  of  spirits,  and  his  jollity  and  genial  dis- 
position supplemented  by  a  gentlemanly  deport- 
ment made  him  a  welcome  visitor  wherever  he 
went.     He  died  December  16,  1875. 

The  subject  of  this  ski>tch,  Jesse  B.  Herriuum, 
was  born  in  Noble  Count}^  Ind.,  on  the  5th  of 
June,  1849,  and  named  in  honor  of  the  Hon.  Jesse 
D.  Bright,  of  Indiana,  who  was  an  old  and  intimate 
friend  of  his  father.  In  the  public  scliools  he 
received  his  early  education  and  after  coming  to 
this  county  attended  Fajette  College,  where  he 
fitted  himself  for  teaching,  which  profession  he 
followed  four  years  in  this  county.  In  1867  he 
enlisted  in  Company  C,  Sixth  United  Slates  In- 
fantry, and  served  three  years  on  the  frontier.  He 
made  a  good  soldier  and  during  his  entire  term  of 
service  never  spent  an  hour  in  the  guard  house — a 
thing  remarkable  in  arinv  life. 

On  the  2Gth  of  August,  1872,  Mr.  Herriman  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mattie  E.,  daughter 
of  J.  S.  and  Maria  (Wade)  (iuin.  Her  father  was 
born  in-Virginia  in  1818,  and  her  mother  in  1822. 
They  became  residents  of  this  county  in  1849,  and 
three  years  later  Mr.  Guin  went  to  California, 
where  he  dii'd  in  18,"i.'i.  Their  family  nuraliered 
seven  children,  as  follows:  James  W.,  present 
Treasurer  of  Fayette  County  John  W.,  deceased; 
Harriet  J.,  Mary  A.,  (Jriselda  K.    and    Artamissa, 
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deceased;  and  Mattie  E.,  honored  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herriman  have  been  horn 
three  children:  Ray  D.,  born  in  Denver,  Colo., 
June  6,  1874;  Milo  D.,  April  2,  1876,  in  Fairfield 
Townsiiip,  Iowa;  and  Guin,  in  Union  Township 
August  28,  1880. 

After  liis  marriage  Mr.  Herriman  removed  to 
Colorado,  residing  tirst  in  Hugo  and  afterward  in 
Denver.  His  present  home,  a  well  improved  farm 
of  sixty-five  acres,  is  situated  on  section  15,  Union 
Township.  He  is  Secrelar}'  of  the  Fayette  County 
Farmers'  Insurance  Company,  a  position  he  has 
held  since  1883,  while  since  1889  he  has  been  one 
of  its  directors.  Sin<'e  his  connection  with  the 
company  its  business  has  been  increased  from  i!350- 
000  to  §1,900,000.  In  January,  1884,  was  organ- 
ized the  Tornado,  Cyclone  and  Windstorm 
Association,  of  which  Mr.  Herriman  was  the  prime 
mover  and  it  now  has  ^1 1,000,000  of  insurance  on 
his  books.  He  is  secretary  of  the  company.  Our 
subject  is  a  man  of  excellent  business  ability  and 
Ims  a  faculty  of  pushing  to  success  whatever  he 
undertakes.  A  man  of  unquestioned  integrity  and 
spotless  character,  he  has  the  confidence  and  esteem 
uf  a  wide  acquaintance. 


-5^^?- 


a^^HOMAS  HAINES,  one  of  the  early  settlers 
m(P^  of  this  State,  now  residing  in  Waukon,  AUa- 
V^i^  makee  County,  settled  with  his  family  in 
Tipton,  Iowa,  in  1854.  He  was  born  in  London, 
England,  in  March.  1812,  and  when  a  babe  of  two 
years  his  father  emigrated  to  America  to  avoid 
In'ing  drafteil  into  the  British  army  and  forced  to 
engage  in  the  war  against  this  countr}'.  (gather- 
ing his  little  family  and  worldly  effects  together, 
he  made  his  escape  on  a  friendly  vessel  and  at 
length  reached  New  York  Harbor  in  safety. 

Thomas  was  reared  to  manhood  under  the  par- 
ental rriof,  and  having  attained  to  mature  years, 
wedded  Miss  Eleanor  J.  Moody,  daughter  of  Sam- 
uil  and  Elizabeth  Moody,  in  New  York  City,  in 
1831.  The  family  resided  in  various  States,  where 
Mr.  Haines  engaged  in  printing  or  shoemaking, 
whichever  he  thought  would  jirove  the  more  prfjfit- 


able.  He  lived  in  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  Georgia,  New  Jersey  and  Ohio,  and  finally 
located  permanently  in  the  young  State  of  Iowa. 
He  lived  in  Tipton  and  Maquoketa  one  year  and 
three  months,  then  removed  to  Wyoming,  .Jones 
County,  where  he  made  Ills  home  until  1877,  in 
which  year  he  became  a  resident  of  West  Union. 
Several  years  were  there  passed,  after  which  he 
removed  to  Allamakee  County,  where  he  is  now 
living. 

In  the  family  of  Thomas  and  Eleanor  Haines  were 
seven  chUdren,  of  whom  James  R.  was  the  eldest. 
He  was  born  in  Redhook,  N.  Y.,  June  5,  1837, 
was  married  in  Tipton,  Cedar  Count3',  Iowa,  to 
Mrs.  Soph'ia  Chandler,  and  now  resides  in  Marshall- 
town,  where  he  is  emplovi'd  by  the  Iowa  Centr.il 
Railroad  Comitany.  They  have  two  children. 
Thomas  Moody,  twin  brother  of  James,  eidisted  in 
the  Eleventh  Iowa  Infantry  and  was  killed  at  the 
battle  of  Shiloh,  April  6,  18(53;  Samuel  Drew  was 
born  December  6,  1839,  and  died  in  early  child- 
hood ;  Samuel  R.  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
July  15,  1844;  Eleanor  was  born  October  27, 
184G,  in  Madison,  Ind.,  and  died  the  following 
month;  George  William  was  born  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio.  January  6,  1848.  married  Addie  E>tes  in 
Wyoming,  Jones  County,  Iowa,  and  is  novv  living 
in  Waukon,  where  he  carries  on  a  wagon  and 
blacksmith  shop.  They  have  three  children,  two 
of  whom,  Nettie  and  Arthur,  are  now  living, 
Eddie  having  died  in  infancy;  Joseph  was  boin 
in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Decemljer  22,  1850,  married 
Hattie  Waite,  of  Wyoming,  Iowa,  and  now  resides 
in  Waukon,  wherf  he  is  engaged  in  the  grocer3'  and 
provision  business.  He  is  the  youngest  of  the 
famil}'. 

The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  West 
Union  from  the  effects  of  a  broken  limb  while  on  a 
visit  to  her  sou,  S.  R.  Mr.  Haines  still  survives 
his  wife  and  is  now  living  with  his  son  Joseph  at 
Waukon,  but  is  alw.ays  a  welcome  visitor  at  the 
homes  of  his  other  children.  He  is  an  exemplary 
Christian  gentleman,  living  at  peace  with  all  man- 
kind and  patiently  avaiting  the  summons  when  he 
may  be  permitted  to  lejoin  the  loved  who  have 
passed  on  before.  Having  outlived  the  allotted 
three-score  and  ten  years,  he  feels   tnat  his  earthly 
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career  is  about  at  an  end.  His  life  has  been  a 
useful  one  and  he  is  loved  and  respected  by  all 
who  l<now  him. 

Samuel  R.  Haines,  one  of  the  leading  business 
men  of  West  Union,  deserves  more  especial  men- 
tion in  Ibis  volume.  On  the  26tb  of  July,  1866, 
in  W3-oming,  .Tones  Count}',  Iowa,  he  was  >inited 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Ella  T.  Hill,  daughter  of 
Willard  and  Christina  (Crandall)  Hill,  and  a  na- 
tive of  Belfast,  Allegheny  County,  N.  Y.  They 
removed  from  Wyoming,  where  their  marriage 
was  celebrated,  to  West  Union,  Iowa,  in  January, 
1876,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  Mr.  Haines  and 
his  brother  Joseph  entered  into  partnership  in  the 
furniture  and  undertal\ing  business,  which  connec- 
tion continued  until  Januarj",  1879,  when  Joseph 
withdrew,  our  subject  continuing  the  business 
alone.  Subsequently  Blillington  was  taken  into 
partnership  with  his  father,  and  under  the  firm 
name  of  Haines  &  Son  affairs  are  conducted. 

By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haines  five  chil- 
dren have  been  born,  three  of  wiiom  are  living: 
Millington,  the  eldest,  was  born  April  7,  1868, 
married  Emma  Longfield,  and  is  now  associated  in 
business  witii  his  fatlier;  Lettie  Adell,  born  Marcli 
26,  1870,  graduated  from  the  High  School  of 
West  Union  and  subsequently  attended  the  Iowa 
State  Normal  School,  at  Cedar  Falls.  She  is  now 
engaged  in  teaching  in  the  puliiic  schools  of 
this  county.  For  two  summers  after  her  gradua- 
tion she  carried  o)i  a  kindergarten  school  in  West 
Union,  wlipre  the  j-ounger  cliildren  were  instructed 
after  the  modern  system  of  teaching.  Lcroy,  born 
July  26,  18'?7,  died  May  21,  1880;  Raymond,  born 
April  2,  1882,  died  on  the  1  llh  of  June  following; 
Fannie  May,  born  July  10,  1884,  now  lives  to 
mal<e  glad  tlie  liearts  of  fond  and  loving  parents 
whose  home  has  been  made  desolate  by  the  death 
of  two  of  their  children,  while  the  two  eldest  had 
left  the  parrntal  roof. 

Mr.  Haines,  his  wife  and  daughter  Lettie  are 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  West 
Union,  and  he  is  an  honored  member  of  Round 
Grove  Lodge,  No.  41,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  which  he  is 
Past  Grand;  also  is  Past  C.  P.  of  West  Union 
Encampment,  No.  57,  I.  O.  O.  F.  Politically  the 
Haines  fatnil}'  are  stanch   Republicans   and,   with 


one  or  two  exceptions,  are  all  church  members. 
The  firm  of  Haines  &  Son  is  doing  a  general  fur- 
niture and  undertaking  business,  having  an  exten- 
sive trade  in  that  line,  and  has  won  the  confidence 
of  its  patrons  and  creditors. 


E^^ 


REDERICK  HOEPFNER,  a  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  of  Banks  Township,  residing  on 
section  9,  is  of  German  birth.  He  was  born 
in  Mecklenburg  in  1839,  liis  parents,  John  and 
Mary  (Tirm)  Hoepfner,  being  natives  of  the  same 
place.  His  father  was  a  farmer  and  followed  that 
occupation  in  Germany  until  1869,  when  bidding 
good-by  to  home  and  P'atherland,  he  sailed  for 
America.  He  made  his  first  location  in  Will  County, 
III.,  where  he  resided  for  some  four  years,  wlien  in 
1 873,  lie  crossed  the  Mississippi  into  Fayette  County, 
Iowa.  He  was  not  long  permitted  to  enjoy  iiis 
new  home  however,  for  his  death  occurred  in  187."). 
His  wife  still  survives  him  and  ra,akes  her  home  in 
Center  Township.  This  worthy  couple  were  par- 
ents of  six  cliildren,  three  of  whom  are  now  living 
— Frederick  whose  name  heads  this  sketch;  Mrs. 
Wilhelmina  Boeckenheuer  who  resides  in  Center 
Township;  and  Peter  who  is  married  and  makes 
his  home  in  Kankakee  County,  111. 

In  Germany,  Mr.  Hoepfner  attained  to  mature 
years  and  in  the  public  schools  of  that  land  was 
educated.  In  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the 
country  he  served  in  the  German  Army  and  then 
gave  his  attention  to  .agricultural  pursuits  which 
he  had  chosen  as  his  life  work.  He  was  married 
in  Mecklenburg,  April  28,  186,5,  the  lady  of  iiis 
choice  being  Mary  Quandt,  who  was  born  in  that 
place,  .and  is  a  daughter  of  Joscpli  and  Caroline 
Quandt,  who  were  also  natives  of  Germany.  Her 
parents  emigrated  to  this  countrj'^  in  1869,  and 
locating  in  Michigan  liave  there  since  resided.  It 
was  in  that  year  also  that  Mr.  Hoepfner,  accom- 
panied by  his  family  sought  a  home  in  the  new 
world.  He  chose  Will  County,  III.,  as  the  scene 
of  his  laliors  and  there  continued  to  engage  in 
farming  for  some  three  years,  when  in  1872  he 
came   to  this  count}'.     Soon  after   his    arrival    he 
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purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Banks  Townsliii) 
and  the  care  and  labor  which  ho  lias  bestowed 
upon  it  have  made  it  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the 
community.  As  his  financial  resources  iiave  in- 
creased, he  has  extended  its  boundaries  from  time 
to  time  until  he  now  owns  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine  acres  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  In 
1889  he  erected  a  large  barn,  100x51  feet. 

Mr.  and  Mr.s.  Iloepfner  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  in  Banks  Township,  contribute 
lilierally  to  its  support  and  rre  active  workers  for 
its  interests.  They  have  a  family  of  six  children 
— Fred  C;  Mrs.  Mary  Wittenberg,  who  resides 
near  the  old  home;  Mrs.  Rosa  Schrader,  of  Bremer 
County,  Iowa;  Louisa,  Anna  and  Harriet  who  are 
still  under  the  parental  roof.  The  children  have 
been  provided  with  good  educational  advantages 
and  Mr.  Iloepfner  did  effective  service  for  the 
school  interests  of  the  community  while  serving  as 
a  member  of  the  board.  On  State  and  National 
tojiics,  he  favors  the  Democracy  but  at  local  elec- 
tions voles  for  the  men  whom  he  thinks  will  best 
(ill  the  office,  regardless  of  [larty.  Beginning  life 
a  poor  boy,  Mr.  Hoepfner  has  worked  his  way 
upward  step  by  step  until  lie  has  reached  a  posi- 
tion of  aflluence.  He  has  a  good  home  pleasantly 
situated  near  Sumner  and  his  family  are  held  in 
high  regard  in  the  social  world. 


-^2 


'RKDKRICK  TIIORMAN,  deceased,  a  Ger- 
man pioneer  farmer  of  Fayette  County,  of 
/li,  ^  18.5,5,  who  in  that  year  located  in  .leffei'son 
Township,  was  born  inLenzen,  Prussia,  August  10, 
1801.  His  early  life  passed  uneventfully  and  on 
attaining  to  mature  years  he  was  married  in  his 
native  land  in  1825,  to  Miss  Mary  Meyer  who  was 
born  in  the  same  town  wherein  her  iiusband  was, 
the  date  of  her  birth  being  April  7,  1808.  For 
.many  years  after  their  marriage  they  continued  to 
reside  in  their  native  land  but  after  twentj'-eight 
years  bade  good-by  to  their  old  home  and  crossed 
the  Atlantic  to  America  in  1853.  They  at  once 
came  to  Iowa  and  first  effected  a  settlement  in 
Dubuque  County,  where  Mr.  Thorman  engaged  in 


farming  until  their  removal  to  Jefferson  Township, 
Fayette  County,  in  1855.  Here  he  entored  four 
hunilred  and  eighty  acres  of  wild  land  which  lie 
im|iroved  and  cultivated,  transforming  it  into  a 
good  farm,  while  he  himself  became  one  of  the 
prominent  agriculturists  of  tlie  township  where'  he 
continued  to  make  his  home  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  August  23,  1885.  His  wife  had  diod 
several  years  previous,  in  October,  1878. 

Mr.  and  I\Ls.  Tiiorman  were  consistent  members 
of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  were  the  parents  of 
the  following  children,  viz:  Mary,  the  eldest,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Gustave  Warner  anil  died  in 
Jefferson  Township,  several  years  ago;  J.  Frederick 
who  is  supposed  to  reside  in  Texas;  William  who 
married  Augusta  Schmidt  and  is  a  farmer  of  Oran 
Township,  this  county;  Dora,  wife  of  Frederick 
Schwartz  Sr.,  of  Jefferson  Township;  Charles,  who 
married  Minnie  Schmidt  and  follows  farming  in 
Oran  Township;  Augusta,  wife  of  Fred  Zetscli,  of 
Hiizeltown,  Buchanan  County,  Iowa;  August  who 
wedded  Mary  Schmidt  and  is  living  in  Antelope 
County,  Nei). ;  Louis  who  wedded  Marj'  Meyer  and 
resides  in  Adams  County,  Iowa;  Julius  who  operates 
and  occupies  the  old  home  farm;  John  who  mar- 
ried Dora  Meyer  and  is  a  leading  farmer  of  Jeffer- 
son Township,  his  sketch  being  given  elsewhere  in 
this  volume.  All  of  the  children  are  living  except 
the  eldest. 

Mr.  Thorman  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade  in 
the  old  country  and  followed  it  for  a  time  in  Ger- 
many but  after  coming  to  America  wns  engaged 
exclusively  in  farming  and  stock-raising.  In  politics 
he  was  a  Democrat.  An  industrious,  enterprisincr 
and  honest  man,  he  succeeded  in  acquiring  a  large 
property  and  helped  his  chihlren,  by  liberal  gifts, 
to  start  in  life  for  themselves. 


,.ILLIAM    B.   POWELL,    manuf.acturer    of 
(/    and    dealer    in    boots   and  shoes   in   Brush 


W^  Creek,  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State.  He 
was  liorn  in  Wayne  County,  August  15.  1852.  find 
is  the  third  in  a  family  of  six  children,  nuiiihirino- 
four  sons   and   two  daughters,  whose  parents  are 
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William  and  Sarah  (Angle)  Powell.  Tiie  Powell 
family  for  several  generations  back  have  been 
tradesmen.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a 
blacksmith  and  his  father  was  a  shoemaker.  His 
mother  springs  from  a  wealthy  Holland  stock  and 
in  the  old  coiintr}'  tiie  name  was  Engle,  but  on 
coming  to  the  United  States,  as  is  often  the  case, 
the  spelling  was  changed  to  its  present  form.  It 
was  a  simple,  thougli  a  costl3'  change,  for  a  large 
estate  in  the  Fatherland  justly  belongs  to  the  Angle 
family  of  this  country.  Several  efforts  have  been 
made  to  secure  it  but  without  avail;  tlic  change  in 
tlic  spelling  of  the  nnme  is  the  great  barrier. 

The  parents  of  William  Powell  were  married  in 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  whence  in  18C0  they  emi- 
grated to  LaFayetle  County,  Wis.,  where  the 
mother  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years.  When 
the  war  broke  out  the  father  offered  his  services  to 
the  Government  but  was  rejected  on  account  of 
bis  age.  His  son  John,  however,  was  numbered 
among  the  brave  bo^'.s  who  went  out  to  defend  the 
countr3-  by  the  sacrifice  of  their  lives  if  need  be. 
The  last  days  of  William  Powell,  Sr.,  were  spent  in 
this  county  where  he  died  in  the  eighty-second 
year  of  his  age.  He  and  his  wife  in  faith  and  fel- 
lowship were  Regular  Baptists.  Politically,  he  was 
a  Whig  until  the  dissolution  of  that  party  when  he 
became  identified  with  the  new  Republican  party. 
In  the  footsteps  of  liis  father,  William  B.  fol- 
lowed in  the  matter  of  choosing  a  trade.  He  was 
reared  in  a  shoe  shop  and  was  familiar  with  the 
business  from  early  boyhood  but  did  not  properly 
take  up  the  trade  until  he  had  attained  to  mature 
years.  Having  received  a  common-school  educa- 
tion at  the  age  of  nineteen  he  went  to  work  for 
wages  on  a  farm.  His  employer  failed  to  pay  him 
and  he  deterinined  to  do  business  on  his  own  ac- 
ciHint,  so  made  a  [lartial  pa\'ment  on  forty  acres 
of  laud  but  the  tide  of  fortune  seemed  turned 
against  him  and  he  lost  the  property  and  all  he  had 
invested.  Then  it  was  that  he  turned  his  attention 
to  the  occuiiation  of  shoemaking  and  after  work- 
ing some  seven  years  as  a  journeynian  he  purchased 
his  father's  shop  in  Wisconsin  where  he  carried  on 
tlie  business  for  about  tvvo  years.  The  year  1882 
witnessed  his  arrival  in  Brush  Creek  and  he  again 
emliarked  in  businets  in  the  same  line.     Sc)  rapidly 


did  his  trade  increase  that  he  was  soon  obliged  to 
employ  help,  but  later  the  merchants  carrying 
ready-made  work  could  undersell  him  and  the 
manufacture  became  un|)rolitable.  To  still  make 
his  business  a  paying  one  he  too  began  to  keep 
ready-made  stock  and  being  the  only  dealer  in 
town  that  carries  the  one  line  he  consequent ly  has 
the  most  extensive  boot  and  shoe  trade  m  the  place. 
When  called  upon  he  still  continues  manufacturing 
and  can  turn  out  a  first-class  article. 

A  marriage  ceremony  performed  in  LaFayette 
County,  Wis.,  on  the  .'30th  of  May,  1871,  united 
the  destinies  of  Mr.  Powell  and  Miss  Susanna, 
daughter  of  John  C.  and  Sarah  J.  (Fultz)  Miller, 
who  is  a  native  of  that  county.  They  have  one 
child,  a  son,  C!.  Henry.  Mr.  Powell  began  busi- 
ness in  a  small  way  in  Brush  Creek  but  a  constantly 
increasing  trade  has  demanded  a  proportionate 
increase  in  stock  and  he  is  now  doing  one  of  the  ■ 
larg'-st  businesses,  if  not  tlie  most  extensive,  in  the 
boot  and  shoe  line  in  Brush  Creek.  . 


^^ 


^fjOIIN  THORMAN,  one  of  the  very  earliest 
I  settlers  and  most  successful  agriculturists  of 
Jefferson  Township,  has  a  well  improved 
and  valuable  farm  of  three  hundred  acres 
situated  on  .'jection  G,  conveniently  near  Oelweiu,  his 
post-offlce.  Mr.  Thorman  was  born  in  Lenzen, 
Prussia,  on  the  Itilh  of  .lanuaiy,  18.">0,  and  is  a  son 
of  Frederick  and  iMai}'  (Meyer)  'I'liorinan.  He  was 
a.  baba  of  three  years  when  his  parents  left  their 
native  land  and  emigrated  with  their  family  to 
America.  After  spending  two  years  in  Dubuque, 
Iowa,  they  came  to  Fayette  County,  locating  in 
Jefferson  Townshi))  upon  the  farm  which  is  now 
the  home  of  our  subject.  He  w.as  married  in  that 
township  October  8.  1878,  to  Miss  Dora  Meyer, 
daughter  of  August  and  Elizabeth  (Meyer)  Meyer. 
She  was  born  in  the  same  town  of  which  her  hus- 
band is  a  native,  on  the  -Uli  of  January,  1857,  and 
came  to  America  in  187G.  Her  parents  still  resifle 
in  Germany.  .Seven  children  grace  the  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tluirinan,  four  sous  and  three  daugh- 
ters— .lolm,  the  eldest,   born    February     10,    1882: 
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Robert,  Febrnaiy  3,  1884;  Marlha,  July  9,  1885; 
Albert,  Febiiiar}-  4,  1887;  and  Herbert,  December 
10,  1888.  The  two  eldest,  Dora  and  Hermeniadicd 
in  infancy.  Dora  born  August  7,  1879,  died  June 
1881:  Hermenia  born  October  19,  1880  and  died 
.September  21,  1881.  All  were  born  on  the  home 
farm  in  Jefferson  Township. 

Mr.  Thonuan  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  and  in  polities  he  is  a  Democrat 
but  does  not  seek  political  preferment,  desiring 
rather  to  give  his  entire  attention  to  his  business 
interests.  He  raises  some  full  blooded  horses  and 
thoroughbred  poultry  and  has  made  some  very 
creditable  exhibits  of  his  stock  at  the  fairs  of  Iowa. 
He  is  a  representative  German  farmer  of  the  State 
who  by  industry,  frugality  and  integrity  has  won 
prominence  among  the  leading  farmers  of  Fayette 
County. 


M.  MINER,  who  is  engaged  in  agricultural 
l)ursuits  on  section  17,  Banks  Township, 
came  to  this  county  from  Crawford  County, 
Pa.,  in  1874,  and  has  since  been  identified  with  its 
farming  interests.  As  it  is  our  purpose  in  publish- 
ing this  volume  to  give  a  record  of  the  lives  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  the  county  we  cannot  omit  the 
sketch  t)f  Mr.  Miner.  He  was  born  in  Chautauqua 
Clounty,  N.  Y.,  in  1849,  and  is  a  son  of  William  S. 
and  Laura  (Wescott)  Miner,  the  former  a  native  of 
Vermont,  the  latter  of  the  Empire  State.  Going  to 
New  York  when  a  young  man,  Mr.  Miner  became 
acquainted  with  and  married  Miss  Wescott.  He 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  in  pursuit  of  for- 
tune followed  that  business  during  the  greater  part 
of  his  life.  When  our  subject  was  jet  a  lad  he  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
made  his  home  until  1874,  when  he  determined  to 
locate  in  the  West.  That  year  saw  his  arrival  in 
Fayette  County,  Iowa,  anil  soon  after  he  purchased 
a  partly-improved  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  in 
Banks  Townshii)  which  he  placed  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivati(3n.  lie  died  in  Febiiiary,  1886,  re- 
spected bj'nll  who  knew  him  and  in  his  death  the 
county  lost  one  of  its  best  citizens.  His  widow  still 


resides  on  the  home  farm.  There  were  four  chil- 
di'on  in  the  family  but  our  suliject  now  has  only 
one  brother  living — William  E.,  who  is  married 
and   resi<lcs  in  Montana,  whither   he    went  in  1876. 

F.  M.  Miner  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads  and  like 
thousands  of  others  his  education  was  acquired  in 
the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  He  com- 
menced farming  for  himself  in  Pennsylvania  and 
in  1872.  in  that  State,  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Harriet  Lee,  who  was  born  in  Erie  County, 
Pa.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Maria  (Mc- 
Duff)  Lee.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Vermont 
and  her  mother  of  Pennsylvania,  where  they  yet 
make  their  home.  By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Miner  two  children  have  been  born,  daughters — 
Alta  Emma  and  Addie  Madge. 

During  his  sixteen  years"  residence  in  this  county 
Mr.  Miner  has  resided  upon  the  farm  which  is  yet 
his  home.  It  now  comprises  one  hundred  and 
eight  acres  of  arable  land  which  he  has  plactd 
under  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  It  is  pleasantly 
situated  near  Sumner  so  that  at  little  trouble  he  can 
secure  the  luxuries  of  the  town  as  well  as  enjoy  the 
comforts  of  country  life.  He  possesses  good  busi- 
ness ability  and  has  met  with  fair  success  in  his  un- 
dertakings. In  politics  he  votes  with  the  Republi- 
can party  but  has  never  sought  or  desired  political 
preferment,  [ireferrirjg  rather  to  give  his  time  and 
attention  to  the  management  of  his  fai'm.  Socially 
he  is  a  member  of  Sumner  Lodge,  No.  338,  I.  O.  O. 
F.  He  gives  liberally  in  the  support  of  every  en- 
terprise calculated  to  benefit  the  public  and  is  a 
warm  friend  of  social,  moral  and  educational  inter-  ■ 
ests. 


RA  GOODSPEED  follows  farming  and  stock- 
raising  on  section  10,  Windsor  Townshij).  In 
presenting  this  sketch  to  the  readers  of  the 
Alisum,  we  record  the  life  of  one  of  the  honored 
pioneers  of  Fayette  County,  who  for  nuire  than 
thirty-seven  years  has  been  identified  with  its  his- 
tory. He  has  been  a  witness  of  its  growth  from 
its  earliest  days,  has  seen  the  transformation  of  its 
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broad  prairies  into  rich  and  fertile  farms,  its  iiam- 
lets  become  tiiriving  towns  and  cities  and  its 
frontier  homes  replaced  by  commodious  and  sub- 
stantial residences.  In  all  the  work  of  progress  and 
development  Mr.  Goodspeed  lias  ever  liorne  his 
part,  doing  what  lie  could  for  the  upbuilding  of 
the  count}'  and  faithful!}'  discharging  his  duties  of 
citizenship. 

He  is  a  native  of  Vermont,  having  been  born  in 
Hulland  County,  in  1H2».  His  paternal  grand- 
fathei-.  .losiah  Goodspeed,  a  native  of  Massachu- 
setts, served  in  the  War  of  1H12.  After  his 
marriage  he  removed  to  Rutland  County,  Yf.,  where 
he  made  his  home  until  l<S"j3,  when  he  emigrated  to 
Cook  County,  III.,  where  the  death  of  botli  himself 
ant!  his  wife  occurred  the  following  year.  Their  son 
]5enjamin  was  the  father  of  our  subject.  lie  too 
was  born  in  Rutland  County,  on  April  5,  1800,  and 
in  1822  wedded  Aurora  Fintou  who  was  born  the 
same  year.  By  occupation  he  was  a  farmer  and  eon- 
linued  to  labor  in  that  line  in  his  native  State  until 
1848,  when  he  removed  to  Lake  County,  HI.  Rent- 
ing land  he  there  made  his  home  until  1854,  wlieu 
he  became  a  resident  of  Windsor  Township,  Fay- 
ette County,  Iowa.  Here  he  purcliased  raw  land 
which  he  transformed  into  a  good  farm,  residing 
thereon  until  1  he  spring  of  1886  when  he  went  to 
Chicago,  where  he  is  now  li\ing  at  the  ripe  old  age 
of  ninety.  His  wife  died  in  June,  1886,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-six  years.  The  children  of 
this  worthy  couple  are  Laura,  who  became  the  wife 
of  .bilui  Clay,  of  Cook  County,  III.,  and  died  iu 
1860;  Ira,  of  this  sketch;  Juliet  F.,  now  of  Cook 
County,  HI.;  John  (Collins  who  resides  in  Chicago; 
Kunice  C.  became  the  wife  of  Paul  Boynton  who 
was  killed  by  the  Indians  in  California,  and  after  his 
death  became  Jlrs.  Gayt'.or  of  Pahitine,  HI. ;  Ermina 
(lied  at  the  age  of  eight  years  in  Vermont;  Mrs. 
Ann  Sykes  was  born  in  18;31  and  now  resides  in 
Linn  County,  Kan.;  and  Kugene  who  was  born 
.June  10,  1843,  is  married  and  re.'-ides  in  Hope 
Coui'ty,  Neb. 

Our  subject  is  now  tluionly  repi'esentative  of  the 
(ioodspeed  family  in  Fa\ctte  County.  lie  was 
reared  to  manhood  in  N'ermonl,  and  became  famil- 
iar with  tlie  common  English  Ijranches  of  learning 
in  the  district  sciiools.     At  the  age  of  nineteen    he 


started  West  to  seek  his  fortune  on  its  broad 
prairies.  He  first  located  in  Cook  County,  HI., 
where  he  was  married  on  January  It,  1849,  to 
Julia  K.  Wilson,  a  native  of  Madison  County,  N. 
v.,  anil  a  daughter  of  Seth  K.  and  Margaret 
(Spring)  Wilson,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  Em- 
pire State,  the  former  born  in  Oneida  County, 
July  24,  1800,  and  the  latter  in  Madison  County, 
August  3,  1804.  Her  father  was  a  tanner,  currier 
and  shoemaker  by  trade.  He  died  in  the  prime  of 
life  in  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  passing  away  July 
30,  1832,  at  the  age  of  tliirt_v-two  years.  His 
widow  afterward  became  the  wife  of  Elisha  Pratt 
and  her  death  occurred  in  Cook  County,  III.,  in 
1861,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years  and  two  mouths. 
Three  children  of  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wil- 
son are  still  living:  .lerome  N.,  born  January  27, 
1827,  is  married  ami  resides  in  Savannah,  Ga.; 
Julia  K.,  now  Mrs.  Goodspeed,  was  born  December 
4.  1828;  Seth,  born  October  18,  1831,  died  in 
infancy;  and  Jane  Eliza,  bc^rn  December  28,  1832, 
died  in  Palatine,  HI. 

Ml',  and  Mrs.  Goodspeed  began  their  domestic 
life  in  Cook  County,  111.,  upon  a  farm.  Their 
union  has  l)ecn  blessed  with  ten  children,  six  of 
whom  !ire  now  living:  Jerome  C.,  born  January 
26,  18.52,  died  May  4,  1864,  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years;  Elsie  D.,borii  February  1,  1850,  is  now  Mrs. 
Ferrill  of  Hand  County,  Dak.;  Frank  A.,  born 
October  4,  1854,  is  married  and  resides  in  Bethel 
Township;  ElmerG.,  born  July  17,  1856,  is  married 
and  resides  near  Kent,  Ind.;  Ernest  L.,  iiorn 
December  19,  18511,  is  married  and  makes  his  home 
near  Cortlandt,  Dak. ;  Charlie  E.,  born  December 
10,  1862,  died  in  May,  1861;  Clara  Belle,  born 
]May  !),  1865,  is  at  home;  Carrie,  twin  sister  of 
Clara,  died  on  October  3,  1865;  Adelbert  A.,  born 
March  2'.»,  1868,  died  August  4,  1861);  George  W., 
born  June  15,  1870,  makes  his  home  in  Dakota. 

As  before  stated,  Mr.  Goodspeed,  accompanied 
by  his  family,  came  to  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  and 
the  following  year  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
raw  land  to  the  improvement  and  development  of 
which  he  at  once  turned  his  attention.  He  now 
owns  ninety  acres  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
In  politics  he  votes  with  the  Democratic  |)artv  and 
has  served  as  a  member  of  the  School  Board,  act-, 
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ing  as  its  Treasurer  for  some  time.  Thus  have  we 
given  a  brief  sketch  of  the  life  work  of  one  of  the 
lionored  pioneers  of  the  county  who  is  held  in  uni- 
versal regard  by  those  who  know  him. 


Sfi  OHN  HOCKINGS,  an  early  settler  of  Fayette 
County,  now  residing  in  Oelwein,  is  a  native 
of  England.  His  birth  occurred  in  Birming- 
i^Ji  ham,  Warwickshire,  on  the  23d  of  November, 
1825,  his  parents  being  John  and  Mary  Ann  (West- 
wood  )  Hockings.  By  trade,  his  father  was  a  black- 
smith, but  in  middle  life  quit  the  forge  for  the  ros- 
trum and  l)ecame  noted  for  his  eloquence  and  fervor 
as  a  temperance  lecturer.  He  was  known  in  England 
as  the  "Birmingham  Blacksmith"  and  his  efforts  in 
tliat  line  of  reform  were  very  successful.  He  was 
born  in  Mead  Lambeth,  London,  on  the  19(h  of 
Marcii,  1802,  and  wedded  Mary  Ann  Westwood  at 
Hales  Owen  Church,  in  the  county  of  Shropshire, 
October  13,  1822.  His  wife  was  born  in  Stour- 
bridge, Worcestershire,  on  the  same  day  that  her 
husband's  l_iirtli  occurred. 

The}'  were  blessed  with  a  family  of  five  children, 
but  three  died  in  infancy.  Tiie  two  wiio  grew  to 
mature  years  are  John  William  of  this  sketcli,  who 
now  goes  by  tlie  name  of  John,  alone,  and  his  sister 
Sarah,  who  was  born  October  11,  1832,  and  is  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Marsland,  of  Burlington,  Wis. 
The  mother  died  in  England,  April  10,  183G,  and  in 
1839  Mr.  Hockings  married  Miss  Eliza  Clark,  by 
whom  he  had  four  children.  William,  the  eldest, 
married  in  Wisconsin,  and  resides  on  the  old  home- 
stead near  liurlington;  Mary  Ann  is  the  wife  of 
William  Metcalf,  of  Madison  County,  Neb.;  Eliza 
is  the  wife  of  George  Streeter,  a  resident  of  Minn- 
esota; and  Plufbe  is  tlie  widow  of  Jack  .Streeter, 
who  was  killed  in  1888,  while  on  duty  as  a  railway 
engineer. 

In  IS44,  Mr.  Hockings  emigrated  with  his  family 
to  the  L'nited  States,  settling  near  Burlington,  in  tlie 
Territory  of  Wisconsin.  He  located  on  a  farm 
near  Brown's  Lake,  but  devoted  much  of  his  Lime  to 
lecturing  in  the  cause  of  temperance  in  that  State 
find  Illinois.     He  and  his  wife  were  identified  with 


the  Methodist  Church,  and  were  consistent  and 
faithful  members.  Her  death  occurred  in  1855,  and 
he  passed  away  in  February,  1865.  In  his  lectur- 
ing tours  in  Europe,  Mr.  Hockings  traveled  in  Eng- 
land, Ireland.  Scotland  and  Wales.  His  son  John 
is  the  possessor  of  an  interesting  and  valuable  sou- 
venir of  his  father  consisting  of  a  gold  medal  bear- 
ing date  June  23.  1836,  and  a  suitable  inscription, 
as  being  presented  to  John  Hockings  by  the  Total 
Abstinence  Society  of  Birmingham,  England. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  iiistory  of  our  sub- 
ject, who  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years  ■accompanied 
his  parents  to  America,  locating  near  Burlington, 
Wis.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  There  he  be- 
came acquainted  with  and  wedded  Miss  Jane, 
daughter  of  William  A.  Jones,  the  marriage  being 
celebrated  on  Christmas  Day  of  1  850,  at  his  father's 
old  homestead.  The  lady  was  born  in  Shropshire, 
England,  on  the  8th  of  July,  1830,  is  one  of  nine 
children  and  came  with  her  parents  to  America  in 
the  autumn  of  1846.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones,  however, 
were  natives  of  Wales,  and  in  youth  went  to  Eng- 
land, where  they  were  married.  They  settled  in 
Shrewsbury,  Siiropshire,  and  thence  came  to  Amer- 
ica. Their  children  are  Eliza,  who  became  the  wife 
of  Hiram  Hanson,  and  died  in  May,  1850;  Marian, 
who  was  the  wife  of  John  Drayton,  and  died  in 
England;  Mrs.  Hockings;  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Thom.as  Robertson,  of  Sacramento  City,  Cal.; 
William,  theonl^'son,  who  is  supposed  to  be  living 
in  California:  and  Susan,  wife  of  Henry  Crowell,  of 
Bozeman,  Mont.;  Ellen,  the  second  wife  of  Hiram 
Hanson,  is  deceased.  The  father  of  this  family, 
who  was  born  in  1800,  died  in  1870,  and  his  wife 
was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  1878.  In  1856  they 
became  residents  of  Iowa,  locating  upon  a  farm  in 
Jefferson  Township,  Fayette  County,  where  they 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 

Our  subject  also  came  with  his  family  to  Iowa, 
in  1  856.  He  located  on  section  20,  Jefferson  Town- 
ship, where  he  devoted  his  energies  to  farming 
until  1885,  when  he  removed  to  Oelwein,  where 
with  his  wife  and  children  he  is  now  living.  By 
industry,  perseverance  and  good  management  he 
acquired  the  competence  which  now  enables  him  to 
lay  aside  business  cares  and  live  a  retired  life.  The 
family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hockings  consists  of  severi 
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children,  all  of  whom  are  living  with  one  excep- 
tion— Mary  Ellen,  the  eldest,  having  died  in  infanci". 
Fannie  J.  is  now  the  wife  of  W.  F.  Baldwin,  of 
Custer  County,  Neb.;  Kmily  is  the  wife  of  Aurilius 
Conant,  of  AVeyauwega,  Wis.;  Albert  William 
married  Emily  Hanson  and  is  a  farmer  of  Jefferson 
Township;  Charles  C.  is  single  and  resides  with  his 
parents;  Alfred  L.  married  Clara  Paign  and  is  living 
in  Oelwoin;  while  PhtEbe  E.,  the  youngest  is  yet  at 
home. 

Mr.  [lockings  is  a  Republifan  in  politics,  and  has 
held  a  number  of  local  offlces.  including  that  of 
Supervi.sor.  He  still  owns  his  original  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  situated  within  one  and 
a  half  miles  of  Oelwein.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hockings 
are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  are  highly 
respected  in  the  circle  of  society  in  which  they 
move.  He  has  led  a  useful  and  busy  life,  and  after 
a  residence  of  Ihirty-six  years  in  Fayette  County, 
now  lives  in  quiet  retirement  in  Oelwein,  a  city 
that  he  has  seen  spring  from  the  wild  prairie  grass, 
where  for  3'ears  previous  to  the  building  of  a  house 
on  its  site  he  had  traversed  it  in  a  primitive  state. 

f[ IRAM  HANSON,  a  pioneer  settler  and  suc- 
cessful farmer  of  .Jefferson  Township,  now 
1^  residing  in  Oelwein,  was  born  in  Keighley, 
Yoikshire,  England,  August  2,  182.3,  and  is 
a  son  of  Thom.as  and  Mary  (Terry)  Hanson.  His 
parents  were  also  natives  of  Keighley,  and  had  a 
family  of  five  children,  four  sons  and  a  daughter, 
of  whom  Hiram,  our  .subject,  is  the  eldest;  Joseph 
married  Miss  Maria  Holly  and  is  a  resident  of 
Chicago;  Jonas  married  Miss  Sarah  Ella  Skafe  and 
resides  in  Custer  County,  Neb.;  Charles  married 
Miss  Eliza  E.  Shelton  and  is  a  resident  of  Oelwein; 
Harriet,  the  only  daughter,  is  the  wife  of  Christo- 
plier  .Smith, a  farmer  of  Jefferson  Township.  Thomas 
Hanson  first  came  to  America  in  1843  in  company 
with  his  older  sous.  Hiram  and  Joseph,  and  spent 
a  year  or  more  in  Racine  County,  Wisconsin  Ter- 
ritory. He  then  returned  to  his  home  in  England, 
and  in  1860,  emigrated  to  the  New  World  with  the 
remainder  of  his  family.     He  came  direct  to  Fay- 


ette County,  Iowa,  and  bought  a  farm  in  Jefferson 
Township,  whero  he  resided  until  his  death,  whicli 
occurred  August  27,  1878,  His  wife  had  died 
M.ay  30,  I860.  They  were  most  highl}-  esteemed 
and  worthy  people. 

Hiram  Hanson  was  first  married  in  Kochester, 
Wis.,  in  184."),  to  Miss  Eliza  Jones,  daughter  of 
William  A.  Jones,  and  a  native  of  Shrewsbury, 
Shi'opshire,  England,  born  in  1822.  She  came  to 
America  in  184(j  and  died  in  .May,  18,50,  leaving 
an  infant  daugliter,  Eliza  May,  who  was  born  on 
the  fourth  of  that  month,  and  is  now  tlie  wife  of 
Thomas  Hanson,  Sr.,  of  Jefferson  Township.  In 
1853  Mr.  Hanson  married  Miss  Ellen  Jones,  a  sister 
of  his  former  wife,  the  marriage  taking  place  in 
Rochester,  Wis.  She  was  a  native  of  Shroi)shire.  and 
a  dauiihter  of  William  A.  Jones.  Three  children 
were  born  of  their  union:  William  H.,  who  was 
born  in  Racine  County,  Wis.,  April  28.  1854, 
wedde<l  Miss  Mary  I/Oeock  and  resides  in  Clayton 
Count}',  Iowa;  Charles  Fred,  born  in  Racine  County, 
August  19,  1855,  married  Belle  Ir\ine,  and  is  a 
farmer  of  Jefferson  Township;  I'r.Tiicis,  who  was 
born  in  Jefferson  Township,  August  9,  1857,  and 
is  now  one  of  its  leading  farmers,  married  Mi.ss 
Emma  Meyers.  Mrs.  Hanson,  the  mother,  died  in 
the  same  month  that  her  son  Francis  w.as  born. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Hanson  removed  with  his  f.unily 
from  Racine  Count}',  Wis.,  to  Fayette  County, 
Iowa,  and  |)urchased  a  farm  in  Jefferson  Township, 
wliere  he  made  his  home.  He  w,as  again  inariied 
in  1858,  Mrs.  Helen  Jipson,  widow  of  Luther  Jip- 
son,  and  a  daugliter  of  Aben  Eldridge,  btconiing 
his  wife.  She  had  two  children  liy  her  former 
marriage,  namely:  Luther,  who  married  MissMaiv 
Beaie,  and  is  a  resident  farmer  of  Jefferson  Town- 
ship; and  Minnie,  wife  of  Preston  Fisher  of  Ante- 
lope County,  Neb.  The  fatliei'  of  these  children 
was  an  early  settler  of  this  county  and  was  frozen 
to  death  on  the  prairie  in  the  winter  of  1855-G. 
Mrs.  Haiisdu  was  born  in  New  York,  December  18, 
1835,  and  died  in  I8G2.  leaving  a  son  and  daughter, 
both  born  in  .letferson  Township:  Ira,  born  De- 
cember 10,  1859,  is  unmarried  and  lives  in  Clayton 
County,  Iowa;  Agnes,  born  August  15,  1860,  lives 
in  Montana,  Mr.  Hanson  was  married  to  his  pres- 
ent   wife    in  April,  1865.      Her  maiden    name    was 
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Miss  Nancy  A.  Heckard;  she  was  born  in  Huron 
County.  Oliio,  December  15,  1832,  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  Ileckard.  Four  children,  daughters, 
were  born  of  tlieir  union:  Merc\'  M.,  called  TiUie, 
was  born  February  a,  1868;  Nettie  Pi.,  April  15, 
1870;  Nellie,  June  7,  1875;  ami  Martha,  Novem- 
ber 11,  187  7. 

JMr.  Hanson  continued  to  carry  on  his  farm  until 
FelM\iary,  1888,  when  he  removed  to  the  city  of 
Oelwein,  where  he  has  a  fine  residence.  He  still 
retains  t!ie  ownership  of  iiis  farm  and  has  three 
hundred  acres  of  well-improved  land.  In  polilics 
he  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  has  lield  tlie  oflice  of 
roivnslii|)  Trustee  of  Jefferson  Townsiii|)  two  terms, 
Mild  other  official  positions.  In  all  the  affairs  of 
hfe  lie  has  proved  himself  reliable.  His  energy 
and  industry  directed  by  sound  business  sagacity 
have  won  him  success  and  he  has  been  long  esteemed 
one  of  tlie  prosperous  farmers  of  Fayette  County. 


<«  &ILLIAM  OBEKDORF,  a  member  of  the 
\r\/ll  school  board  of  West  Union  and  one  of 
^^  its  representative  citizens,  was  born  in 
Northumberland  County,  Pa.,  February  4,  1828, 
and  is  a  son  of  John  and  P^liza  (Stroah)  Oberdorf. 
Tliree  broliiers  and  a  blind  sister  of  tlie  name  of 
Oberdorf  left  their  native  land,  Holland,  and  t'ame 
to  America  in  Colonial  days.  At  Philadel|)hia  one 
of  the  brothers,  who  is  the  grandfatiier  of  our  sub- 
ject, separated  from  the  others  and  never  heard 
from  them  afterwards.  He  settled  in  Norllinmber- 
land  County,  Pa.,  where  he  married,  followed  his 
trade  of  weaving  and  lived  until  his  deatli,  which 
occurred  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  Joiiii 
Oberdorf  was  born  in  Northumberland  County  in 
1788,  and  was  a  man  of  considerable  business  abil- 
ity and  prominence  in  that  community.  He  held 
tlie  office  of  President  of  the  Danville  Bank  and 
of  the  Danville  Bridge  Compau}'.  He  was  a  farmer 
b\  occuijation  and  his  business  career  was  a  success- 
ful one.  He  married  Miss  Stroah,  who  was  about 
the  same  age  as  iier  husband  and  a  native  of  the 
same  county.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren, but  our  subject  is  the  only  one   now   living. 


Both  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  he 
being  a  leading  worker  for  its  interests  and  also  in 
support  of  the  Democratic  party.  After  the  death 
of  his  first  wife  he  was  twice  married  and  had  two 
children  by  his  third  wife.  The  Stroah  family  was 
also  of  Holland  origin. 

Our  subject  spent  the  days  of  his  bo^'hood  and 
youth  upon  his  father's  farm  and  acquired  such 
educational  advantages  as  tlie  common  schools 
afforded.  He  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
until  attaining  his  majority,  and  then  worked  the 
homestead  farm  on  the  shares  with  his  father  until 
twentj'-three  years  of  age.  An  important  event  in 
his  life  occurred  on  the  9tli  of  October,  1851,  on 
which  day  his  marriage  with  Anna  Kinney'  was 
celebrated.  She  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  October 
7,  1825,  and  was  of  Scotch,  Irish  and  Dutch  extrac- 
tion. For  five  years  after  ids  marriage  Mr.  Ober- 
dorf continued  to  reside  in  the  PDast,  when  in  1856, 
following  the  course  of  human  emigration,  which 
was  steadily  flowing  westward,  he  landed  in  Fayette 
County.  Iowa,  and  for  a  year  and  a  half  operated 
a  sawmill  in  Eldorado.  After  renting  land  for  a 
few  j'ears  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixt}- acres 
near  that  place  and  made  his  home  in  that  vicinity 
until  1883,  when  he  sold  out  and  bought  a  fortv 
acre  tract  of  land  adjoining  West  Union,  seven 
acres  lying  within  the  corpo.'ation  limits  of  that 
city.  From  the  then  unproductive  soil  he  has 
transformed  the  rich  and  fertile  farm  now  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation. 

To  jMr.  and  Mrs.  Oberdorf  were  born  six  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  died  in  infanc}'.  The  livinjj 
are  Emma,  wife  of  Martin  Peterson,  a  resident  of 
Winneslieik  County,  Iowa;  Adelia,  wife  of  Robert 
Easton  of  this  county;  Julia  A.;  and  Belle,  wife  of 
D.  A.  Murphj',  whose  home  is  in  Minneapolis.  The 
last  two  have  been  teachers  for  a  number  of  3'ears. 
The  mother  of  this  family  dieil  August  10,  1889, 
respected  and  loved  by  all  who  knew  her.  Like 
her  husband,  she  was  an  active  worker  in  the  Metho- 
dist Church.  For  the  last  twenty  3'cars  he  has 
served  as  Class- Leader,  as  Steward  man}'  years  and 
the  past  three  years  has  been  District  Steward. 
Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat  and  the  official  posi- 
tions he  has  filled  brought  him  credit  from  the  able 
manner   in    whicli  he  discharged  his  duties.     For 
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twenty  ye^i's  lie  held  the  oflice  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  for  fifteen  yeais  was  Township  Trustee  and 
in  iVrarcli,  1888,  was  elected  a  member  of  the  school 
board  of  West  Union.  We  behold  in  Mr.  Ober- 
dorf  an  exnni|)le  of  a  self-made  man.  He  began 
life  with  little  capital  save  industry  and  a  determi- 
nation to  succeed,  yet  has  accumulated  sufficient  to 
sujiply  all  his  wants  through  his  declining  j'ears. 
lie  has  now  been  a  resident  of  Fayette  County  for 
thirtj'-four  years  and  is  a  valued  and  highly  re- 
spected citizen. 

— ■•> ••o»o.ge^><^^»ofo .<<-- 

\i^ILLIAM  PIl'HO.  one  of  the  leading  young 
si  farmers  of  the  county  residing  on  section 
^  32,  Center  Townshiii,  has  the  honor  of  be- 
ing a  native  born  lowan.  His  birth  occurred  in 
IMayfleld  Townshi|).  IJrenier  County,  in  1861,  he 
being  a  son  of  Christopher  and  August  (Milues) 
Pipho.  His  father,  who  was  born  in  (.Termany. 
left  his  native  land  when  a  \oung  man  and  crossing 
the  broad  Atlantic  to  America  made  his  way  to 
Illinois.  He  had  little  capital  and  it  was  thus 
necessary  that  he  should  secure  work  to  earn  his 
livelihood.  He  engaged  as  a  farm  hand  and  con- 
tinued to  labor  iu  that  way  until  after  his  marriage. 
His  wife  is  a  native  of  Illinois  and  they  became 
parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom  William  is 
second  in  order  of  birth.  At  an  early  day,  we  find 
this  worthy  couple  had  effected  a  settlement  in 
Bremer  County,  Iowa,  where  Mr.  Pipho  purchased 
land  and  developed  a  farm.  He  and  his  wife  are 
still  residing  on  the  old  homestead  and  are  worthy 
and  respected  citizens  of  that  community. 

In  the  county  of  his  nativity  our  sulijeet  spent 
the  davs  of  his  boyhood  and  jouth  being  reared 
to  manhood  under  X\\%.  parental  roof.  The  educa- 
tional advantages  which  he  received  were  those 
afforded  by  the  common  schools  which  he  attended 
during  the  winter  season,  while  in  the  summer  he 
worked  upon  the  farm.  He  remained  at  home 
until  1886,  and  then  started  out  in  life  for  himself. 
Coming  to  Fayette  County,  in  that  year  he  pur- 
chased an  improved  farm  (:)f  one  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  on  section   32,   Center  Township.     It 


is  pleasantly  and  conveniently  situated  near  May- 
nard  and  has  many  of  the  conveniences  of  the 
model  farm.  His  land  is  well  cultivated,  his  fences 
in  good  repair,  his  home  a  comfortable  dwelling 
and  in  1888,  he  erected  a  good  barn.  K  very  thing 
about  the  place  denotes  the  thrift  and  industry  of 
the  owner  who  tliough  a  young  man  dis|)lays  busi- 
ness ability  and  sagacity  which  might  honcn-  a 
much  older  head. 

An  important  event  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Pi|)lio 
occurred  in  1884,  when  he  led  to  the  marriage 
altar  Miss  Louisa  Lolunan.  the  union  being  cele- 
brated in  Bremer  County.  The  lady  is  a  native  of 
Germany  as  are  also  her  parents,  Louis  and  Lena 
(AV"ente)  Lohman,  who  still  reside  in  Bremer 
County.  By  this  union  have  been  born  three 
children,  two  of  whom  are  still  living-Emma  and 
Mary;  Henry,  the  second  child  and  only  son  died 
iu  October,  1890,  at  the  age  of  three  years.  The 
parents  are  faithful  members  of  the  (JJerman  Luth- 
eran Church  in  Harlan  Township  anrl  contribute 
liberally  to  its  support.  Mr.  Pipho  is  a  well  in- 
f(iiine<i  man,  keeping  himself  [losted  on  the  politi- 
cal issues  of  the  day,  and  votes  with  the  Democratic 
party.  His  entire  life  has  been  passed  in  Iowa 
and  he  has  no  wish  to  change  his  place  of  residence. 
Largely  through  his  own  efforts  he  has  become 
one  of  the  substantial  farmers  of  the  community 
anil  is  deserving  of  much  credit  for  his  success. 


-¥' 


-*^ 


f>HOMAS  BECIIER  is  an  enterprising  mer- 
chant of  Westgate,  having  carried  on  bnsi- 
_  ness  at  that  place  for  four  years,  during 
which  time  he  has  won  the  front  rank  among  the 
leading  l)usiness  men  in  this  part  of  the  county. 
Of  German  birth,  he  was  born  near  Ilof,  Bavaria, 
November  24,  1850,  and  is  a  son  of  J.  N.  and  Mary 
(Wolfrum)  Lecher.  His  parents  were  also  burn 
in  Bavaria,  and  came  to  America  in  1853,  locating 
near  Chicago,  111.,  where  they  spent  ten  years. 
They  then  became  residents  of  Oran  Township, 
Fayette  County,  Iowa,  where  they  now  reside. 
The  family  numbered  two  sons  and  four  daughters, 
our  subject  being  the  eldest;  Anna  Barbara,   the 
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second,  was  twice  married.  Her  first  husband, 
Chris  Mail'-"!-,  died  of  lingorino^  consumption,  and 
later  she  became  the  wife  of  Jacob  Herman,  with 
wlioui  slie  lived  about  one  year,  wlien  she  died  of 
sympathetic  consumption.  Slie  had  three  children 
by  her  Brst  marriage  and  one  by  the  last  and  one 
child,  a  daughter  died  in  infancy:  J.  C.  who  was 
born  in  1857,  wedded  Mary  Rechkeminer  and 
resides  on  the  old  homestead  in  this  county;  Cath- 
erine is  the  wife  of  Henr^'  Meyer,  a  resident  farmer 
of  Harlan  Township,  and  unto  them  have  been 
born  three  children;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  F.  C. 
Meyer  and  on  their  farm  in  Harlan  Township  they 
reside  with  their  four  children;  Henrietta,  who 
completes  the  family,  is  yet  at  home. 

Our  subject  was  but  three  years  old  when  his 
|)arents  emigrated  to  this  country.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  of  Fayette  Count}',  and 
at  Bayless  Commercial  Ci)llege,  of  Keokuk,  Iowa, 
from  which  institution  lie  was  gi'aduateil  in  1877. 
Afterward  he  secured  a  jiosition  as  book-keeper  in 
the  agricultural  implement  house  of  Curtis  & 
Morey,  of  Waverley,  Iowa,  where  he  spent  live  years 
and  obtaineil  much  practical  business  ex|)erience. 
In  1887  he  opened  a  store  in  Westgate,  his  stock 
consisting  of  groceries  and  general  provisions,  to 
which  he  has  added  dry  goods,  boots  and  shoes  and 
crockery.  He  now  has  a  complete  stock  of  general 
meichandise  and  his  store  was  tlie  first  in  the  line  of 
dry  goods,  boots  and  shoes  established  in  the  thriv- 
ing town  of  Westgate.  My  industry,  economy, 
good  management  and  fair  dealing  lie  has  estab- 
lished a  fine  tratle  which  is  constantly  increasing. 
A  German  b}'  birth  and  a  fluent  speaker  of  that 
language,  he  has  a  liberal  |)atronage  from  the  Ger- 
man population  of  Fremont  Township,  of  which 
there  are  many. 

On  the  14th  of  April,  1885,  a  marriage  ceremony 
was  performed  which  united  the  destinies  of  Thomas 
Beeher  and  lAma  Ilartman,  daughter  of  (J.  Hartman, 
of  Butler  County,  Iowa.  She  was  born  February 
24,  18G6,  and  was  one  of  four  sons  and  three 
daughters.  By  her  marriage  three  children  have 
been  born — Henrietta  Mary,  born  February  12, 
1886;  Albert  John.  September  29,  1887;  and  Henry 
F.,  April  18,  1889.  Mr.  Beclier  has  been  a  busy 
man  but  has  found  time  to  devote  to  outside  inter- 


ests and  has  taken  an  active  part  in  public  affairs. 
He  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace 
in  Fremont  Township,  in  1889,  to  fill  the  unex|)ired 
term  of  Mr.  Spears,  deceased,  and  in  the  autumn  of 
1890  was  re-elected  to  that  posilion  bj'  the  unani- 
mous vote  of  both  parties,  there  being  no  opi>osing 
candidate.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
German  Lutiieran  Church  and  have  many  warm 
friends  and  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances  in  this 
community.     In  politics  he  is  independent. 

C'g\  HRISTIAN  LEHMAN  is  the  senior  member 
of  the  firm  of  C.  &  J.  W.  Lehman,  dealers 
^^J  in  hardware  and  agricultural  implements,  of 
Elgin.  This  is  one  of  the  leading  mercantile  estab- 
lishments at  that  place  and  the  firm  well  deserves 
the  liberal  patronage  accorded  it.  Our  subject  was 
born  in  Canton  Berne,  Switzerland,  February  26, 
1845,  being  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Miller) 
Lehman.  The  first  seven  }'ears  of  his  life  were 
spent  in  his  native  land  and  then  with  his  [jarents 
lie  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  United  States.  The 
family  took  up  their  residence  in  Fayette  County 
which  was  then  wild  and  uncultivated  and  in  conse- 
quence he  had  very  limited  opportunities  for  secur- 
ing an  ediicatidii.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  yeai's  he 
began  to  learn  the  wagon  maker's  trade  with  John 
Neuenswandc'r,  of  Elgin,  serving  an  apprenticeship 
of  tvvo  and  a  half  years.  After  working  for  a  time 
for  his  em[)loyer  ms  journeyman,  he  traveled 
through  Iowa,  Wisconsin,  Missouri  and  Illinois, 
wcjrking  all  the  time  at  his  chosen  trade. 

In  ]\Iaconib,  III.,  Mr.  Lehman  was  married  on 
the  22d  of  October,  1871,  to  Mary  Sunkel,  who 
was  b(>rn  in  Sclineckenlohe,  Bavaria,  and  when 
seventeen  years  of  age  came  U)  the  United  States 
with  lier  uncle.  Her  parents,  Martin  and  Maggie 
Sunkel,  had  six  children  but  she  is  the  only  one 
who  crossed  the  ocean.  Her  father  and  mother, 
brothers  and  sisters,  still  reside  in  their  native  land. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lehman  have  been  born  five 
children,  two  sons  and  three  daughters — Lula  M., 
Eda  A.,  Josie  S.,  Eddie  C.  and  Leslie  G. 

Soon  after  his  marriage,  Mr,  Lehman  j-eturnect 
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to  IClgin  and  opened  :i  wagon  shop  vvhicli  he  carried 
on  for  sL'veral  years,  after  which  he  embarked  in 
the  agricultural  implement  business,  Ben  Schori 
becoming  his  partner.  The  firm  did  an  extensive 
business  in  machinery  and  as  dealers  in  stock  and 
grain,  but  later,  the  partnership  was  dissolved,  Mr. 
Leiiman  taking  as  his  share  the  implement  business. 
In  1885,  in  company  with  his  nephew,  J.  W.  Leh- 
man, he  bought  the  hardvvare  stock  of  Fred  Wohl- 
eler.  The  firm  has  remained  unchanged  since  and 
does  an  excellent  and  constantly'  increasing  busi- 
ness, being  one  of  the  leading  firms  in  the  town. 
Politically,  our  subject  is  a  Democrat  and  has 
served  as  Township  Trustee  for  six  years,  also  hav- 
ing held  other  official  positions.  He  was  a  stock- 
holder and  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  Elgin  Canning  Co.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Legion  of  Honor  and  is  an  influential  citizen,  reli- 
able and  straightforward  in  all  his  dealings  and 
known  to  his  fellow-townsmen  as  one  of  the  enler- 
l>rising  men  of  the  community. 

^•^ -^3~£^. -. 


^=^EORGE  V.  OLST,  who  is  engaged  in  farm- 
[|(  (- —  ing  and  stock-raising  on  .section  7,  Bethel 
'^^jjj  Township,  has  been  a  resident  of  the  county 
for  twenty  years.  His  entire  life  has  been  spent  in 
the  Mississippi  Valley.  He  was  born  in  Green 
County,  Wis.,  Alareh  24, 1845,  and  is  a  son  of  Jesse 
and  Harriet  (Trimbley)  Gist,  the  former  born  in 
Ohio,  April  21,  1816,  and  the  latter  in  New  Jersey 
in  the  same  year,  of  German  descent.  Mrs.  Gist 
during  her  maidenliood  removed  to  Ohio,  where 
she  formed  the  acquaintance  of  the  gentleman  who 
afterward  became  her  husband.  Mr.  Gist  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation  and  continued  to  engage  in 
that  pursuit  in  the  Buckeye  State  until  1843,  when 
he  removed  lo  Green  County,  AVis.,  making  his 
home  in  that  community  until  his  removal  to  Fay- 
ette County,  Iowa,  in  1878.  He  located  in  West 
Union,  where  two  years  later  the  death  of  his  wife 
occurred.  lie  survived  her  some  ten  years,  and 
died  in  April,  1890.  They  were  highly  respected 
people  and  the  conununity  mourned  their  loss.  In 
their  family  were  Clarissa,  who  became  the  wife  of 


William  Prime,  of  Green  County,  Wis.,  and  died 
in  1868.  leaving  one  child;  Sarah  Ellen,  who  died 
in  infancy;  George  V.,  of  this  sketch;  Isaac,  who 
makes  his  home  in  West  Union ;  John,  who  married 
and  resided  in  this  county  until  his  death  in  1879; 
Charles,  who  married,  resided  in  Fayette  County 
for  some  time  and  died  in  Green  County,  Wis.,  in 
1883;  Cornia,  who  died  in  West  Union,  in  June. 
1878;  and  Elnora,  whose  death  occurred  in  West 
I'nion,  in  April,  1881. 

During  his  boyhood  days,  the  time  of  our  sub- 
ject was  taken  up  by  work  upon  the  home  farm 
and  attendance  at  the  district  school.  In  August, 
1864,  although  only  nineteen  3'ears  of  age  at  the 
time,  he  enlisted  for  the  late  war  in  Monroe,  (Mcen 
County,  W^is.,  and  was  assigned  to  Comi)anv  1). 
Thirty-eighth  Wisconsin  Infantry.  The  regiment 
was  attached  to  the  Ninth  Army  Corps  in  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  and  took  part  in  the  engagements 
around  Petersburg.  When  the  war  was  over  Mr. 
Gist  took  part  in  the  Grand  Review  at  Washington, 
1).  C.,  and  was  honorably  discharged  at  Aladison, 
Wis.,  June  14,  1865. 

Returning  to  his  native  county,  he  again  resumed 
his  work  upon  the  farm,  this  time  in  his  own  inter- 
est. On  the  4th  of  April,  1866,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Miranda  Kessler,  a  native  of 
Geneva  County,  111.,  and  a  daughter  of  Walter  C. 
and  Sylva  Ann  (Bane)  Kessler.  Her  father  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1817,  her  mother  in  New 
York,  April  12,  1812,  and  their  marriage  was  cele- 
brated in  Ohio  in  1836.  By  occupation  he  was  a 
farmer  and  at  an  early  day  removed  to  Illinois, 
going  thence  to  Green  County,  Wis.,  in  1848.  The 
rem.'iinder  of  his  life  was  there  spent,  he  being 
called  to  his  final  home  in  1865.  His  wife  survived 
him  thirteen  years,  dying  in  1878.  In  their  family 
were  four  children:  Emily,  wife  of  Lucius  Tone, 
of  Dickinson  County,  Iowa;  Miranda,  the  honored 
wife  of  our  subject;  Irene,  wife  of  Robert  McFar- 
land,  who  enlisted  in  Green  County,  Wis.,  in  1861, 
as  a  member  of  the  Third  Wisconsin  Infantry  and 
served  until  1864,  when  he  lost  a  leg  and  in  conse- 
quence was  discharged,  after  which  he  came  to  this 
county,  served  as  County  Recorder  from  1874  until 
1878,  and  is  now  living  near  To[)eka,  Kan. ;  Ade- 
line, the  youngest  of  the   family,  is  now  the  wife 
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of  Robert  McKnigbt,  and  they  reside  in  Nebraska. 

By  the  union  of  George  Gist  and  Miramla  Kess- 
ler  five  children  liave  been  born,  four  of  wliom  are 
yet  living:  Jesse,  Charlie,  Leona  and  George  Harrj'. 
C'lara.  the  eldest  daughter,  died  in  infancy.  .Jesse 
married  Miss  Myrtle  Davis  on  the  4th  of  September. 
1890,  and  resides  in  Bethel  Township.  The  others 
are  still  under  the  parental  roof. 

Mr.  Gist  continued  his  farming  operations  in 
Wisconsin  until  1870,  which  year  witnessed  his 
arrival  in  Fayette  County,  Iowa.  He  first  settled 
in  Bethel  Township  near  his  present  farm  and  dur- 
ing a  twenty  years' residence  in  this  communily  he 
has  won  the  warm  regard  of  his  fellow-townsmen 
who  esteem  him  highly  for  his  sterling  worth.  He 
has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  political 
affairs  and  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party  but  has  never  sought  public  office.  He  is  a 
member  of  .Sullivan  Post,  No.  171,  G.  A.  R.,  of 
Wauconia. 


^y7T|  ARON   \'ANNATTER,  who  is  engaged  in 
(@/^|l     general  farming  and    stock-raising   on  sec- 
///   111    tion    12,    Ilarlan  Township,  w.as    born  in 
(^  Albany,  N.   Y.,  on  the  22d   of   February, 

1821,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Harriet  (Bush) 
Vannattcr.  The  family  is  of  Holland  origin.  The 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject  emigrated  from 
his  native  land  to  America,  locating  on  the  Hud- 
son River,  in  the  Colony  of  New  York,  and  when 
the  War  of  the  Revolution  broke  out  fought  for 
independence.  This  family  was  also  represented 
in  tlie  War  of  1812  and  in  the  late  Rebellion.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  tlic  Empire 
State  .Tanuary  1,  1793,  and  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1814,  married  Miss  Busli,  who  was  born  Novem- 
ber 10,  1797.  Her  family  was  also  founded  in 
America  b}-  Holland  emigrants  who  crossed  the 
Atlantic  in  Colonial  da3S.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Xan- 
natter  began  their  domestic  life  upon  a  farm  in 
Alliany  County,  N.  Y.,  and  spent  their  last  d.ays 
near  the  city  of  S3'racuse.  The  father  died  in 
1874,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years,  and  his  wife 


July  25,  1832,  at  the  age  of  thirty-five.  They  were 
the  parents  of  the  following  children:  John,  who 
was  born  February  G,  1815,  and  drowned  in  New 
York  in  1830;  Isaac,  who  was  born  July  9,  1817, 
was  married  and  reared  a  family,  enlisted  in  the 
service,  h,ad  charge  of  a  hospital  in  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  discharged  in  1863,  after  which  he  re- 
turned to  New  York  where  his  death  occurred  in 
1880;  Jonas,  who  was  born  in  1819,  was  married 
and  resided  in  Schenectady.  N.  Y.,  until  his  death 
on  the  30th  of  January,  1891;  Aaron  is  the  next 
younger;  W^illiam,  who  was  born  March  1,  1823, 
and  resides  in  Holland,  Mich.,  enlisted  at  Syrticuse 
and  served  three  years,  during  which  time  he  was 
wounded;  Mary,  born  November  4.  1824,  is  the 
wife  of  Amos  Jones,  of  Belvidere;  Elizabeth,  born 
October  6,  1826,  is  the  wife  of  Peter  Simmons,  of 
Plainfield,  N.  Y.;  Morgan,  born  December  27, 
1828,  is  married  and  lives  in  Coxsackie,  N.  Y.; 
and  Cecilia,  born  January  23,,  1831,  is  the  wife 
of  Levi  Moke,  of  Washington. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  passed  uneventfully 
and  in  the  schools  of  his  native  county  he  ac- 
quired a  fair  English  education.  At  the  .ige  of 
twenty  years  he  went  to  Oswego  County.  N.  Y., 
where  he  learned  the  cooi)er's  and  carpenter's  trade 
and  ran  a  cooper's  sh()|>  for  some  time.  He  was 
married  in  Onondaga  Count}'  September  26,  1847, 
Miss  Caroline  Marvin  becoming  his  wife.  She  is 
a  native  of  New  \ork,  and  a  daughter  of  Moses 
and  Mary  (Harding)  Marvin,  the  former  a  native 
of  that  State.  Her  mother  was  born  in  England, 
and  when  six  weeks  (jld  her  parents  started  for 
America,  but  almost  six  months  elapsed  before 
they  reached  their  destination,  tlieir  vessel  being 
slii|)wrecked  on  the  voy.age.  Mr.  Marvin  followed 
farming  in  New  York  for  some  time,  and  in  1850 
removed  to  Jackson  County,  ^Vis.,  where  his  death 
occurred  thirty  years  later.  His  wife  died  in 
1883,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninet}'  j'ears.  They 
reared  a  family  of  twelve  children — Sarah,  who 
die<l  in  1873;  i\Latthew,  who  is  married  and  makes 
his  home  in  Greenwood,  Clark  County,  Wis.; 
Luke,  who  is  married  and  resides  in  Rochester, 
N.  Y. :  Mark,  who  die<l  in  New  York;  Maria,  wife 
of  Isaac  Brock,  of  the  same  State;  Elizn,  who  died 
in  New  York    in    1853;  Caroline,  now   Mrs.  Van- 
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nater;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Burghart,  of  Van- 
dalia,  111.;  Harriet  died  in  Green  Count}',  Wis., 
in  1881;  Charlotte,  wife  of  George  Douglas,  of 
Kansas;  Ellen,  wife  of  William  Slioles,  of  Jackson 
County,  Wis.;  Jane,  who  became  the  wife  of 
'I'honias   McMann  and  died   in  New  York  in  1881. 

Mr.  Vannatter  spent  fifty  years  of  his  life  in 
New  York,  lie  left  the  East  in  1871,  removing 
to  Boone  County.  III.,  where  he  carried  on  a  farm 
near  Belvidere  for  thirteen  years.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time  he  came  to  Iowa,  and  in  1884 
bought  an  improved  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  on  section  12,  Harlan  Township,  Fay- 
ette County.  He  is  a  progressive  and  enterpris- 
ing man,  whose  worth  is  soon  recognized  b}'  his 
fellow-townsmen  who  regard  him  as  one  of  the 
valued  citizens  of  the  conimunit}-.  In  earlier 
years  he  voteil  with  the  Whig  party,  but  on  its 
dissolution  became  a  Democrat.  He  takes  con- 
siderable interest  in  political  affairs  and  keeps 
himself  well  informed  on  the  issues  of  the  day. 
He  was  made  a  Mason  in  Oswego  Count}',  N.  Y., 
and  is  now  a  member  of  Sunnyside  Lodge,  V.  D., 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Maynard;also  of  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows fraternity,  with  which  he  has  long  been  con- 
nected. 

The  only  child  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  is 
George  W.  ^'annatter.  He  was  born  in  Oswego 
County,  N.  Y.,  April  23,  1862,  and  upon  his 
father's  farm  was  reared  to  manhood.  He  received 
liberal  educational  advantages,  was  graduated  from 
the  High  School  of  Belvidere,  III.,  and  also  re- 
ceived a  diploma  from  the  Chautauqua  Literary 
and  .Scientific  Circle.  He  then  embarked  in  the 
profession  of  teaching  which  he  followed  success- 
fullj'  for  three  terms  in  Boone  County,  III.  As  a 
helpm.ate  on  life's  journey  he  chose  Miss  Marj'  E. 
Hammond.  Their  wedding  was  celebrated  in  Wal- 
worth County,  Wis.,  April  16,  1884.  The  lady  was 
born  in  ISoone  County,  III.,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Henry  A.  and  Elizalieth  (Keating)  Hammond,  the 
fiiriner  born  in  Lincolnshire,  England,  March  12, 
181i),  and  the  latter  on  the  Isle  of  Man  in  .March, 
1831.  Thej'  became  acquainted  while  crossing  the 
ocean  and  both  settled  in  Boone  County,  III., 
where  they  were  married.  Mr.  Hammond  was  a 
carpenter  b\'  trade,  and  also   followed  the  occupa- 


tion of  farming  in  pursuit  of  fortune.  He  died 
July  2'),  1880.  and  the  death  of  his  wife  occurred 
December  23,  1.S69,  in  Boone  County.  They  reared 
a  family  of  four  children — Mary  Elizabeth,  now 
Mrs.  Van  Xetten;  George  IL.  who  is  married  and 
resides  in  Boone  County;  William  Edward,  who 
lives  in  Illiiuiis;  aufl  Sarah  Ann,  now  Mrs.  Cur- 
rott,  of  H'K-kford,  111.  By  the  second  marri.age  of 
Mr.  Hammond  there  was  one  child — loseph,  who 
resides  with  olh'  subject. 

George  Vannatter  is  a  stanch  advocate  of  Re- 
publican principles  and  votes  with  that  parly.  He 
was  raadw  Secretary  of  the  Democratic  Committee, 
but  resigned  to  take  part  in  the  St.  John  campaign 
as  his  sympathies  aie  all  enlisted  in  the  temi)erance 
cause.  He  and  his  wife  are  consistent  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  Maynard,  and  also 
belong  to  i\Iaynard  Lodge.  No.  480,  I.  O.  G.  T. 
He  is  count}'  organizer  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance 
anil  Secretar}'  of  Central  Alliance,  No.  1780,  of 
Rlaynard.  The  Vannatters,  both  father  and  son, 
take  an  active  interest  in  everything  pertaining  to 
the  welfare  of  town  and  county,  and  since  locating 
here  have  borne  their  share  in  its  upbuilding  and 
advancement. 


;^  AVID  J.  PAIGE,  proprietor  of  the  Slo- 
cum  House  of  Oelwein,  and  one  of  the  ohl 
time  and  popular  commercial  travelers  of 
Iowa,  has  been  a  resident  of  this  county 
since  1861,  and  of  the  city  since  trie  fall  of  18'J0. 
He  was  born  in  the  township  of  Gloucester,  R.  I., 
on  the  6th  of  August,  1832,  and  is  a  son  of  David 
and  Elizabeth  (Sweet)  Paige,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  Rhode  Island,  and  were  of  English  paren- 
tage.  The  parents  died  in  their  native  State. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  had  but  limited  school 
advantages  and  is  a  self  educated  man,  having  ac- 
quired his  knowledge  of  past  and  present  events  by 
reading,  study  and  observation.  He  entered  upon 
his  business  career  as  a  merchant's  clerk  in  his  na- 
tive State,  and  in  18,55  went  to  Chicago,  where  he 
was  employed  in  a  wholesale  tea,  coffee  and  spice 
house.     In  1860  he  bei'an  to  travel  as  salesman  in 
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that  line  and  quit  the  Imsiness  only  after  a  thirty 
year's  experience,  twenty-seven  years  of  whieli  time 
were  spent  in  Iowa. 

In  1864  Mr.  Paige  took  up  his  residence  in  West 
Union,  Fayette  County,  where  he  was  married  on 
the  21st  of  September,  18G.5,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Averey  Brewer,  daughter  of  J.  S.  and  Charlotte 
Brewer.  She  was  born  in  Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y., 
May  17,  1843,  and  came  to  Fa\'ette  County,  Iowa, 
in  1857  with  her  parents.  Her  father  is  one  of 
the  most  highly  respected  business  men  and  old 
settlers  of  West  Union,  and  his  sketch  is  given  on 
another  page  of  this  work.  The  marriage  of  our 
subject  and  his  wife  has  been  blessed  with  two 
children,  a  son  and  a  daughter — Jessie  Klizabeth, 
who  was  born  in  Marshalltown,  on  the  8tli  of  March, 
187G;  and  David  Edmund,  who  was  born  in  West 
Union  March  16,   1881. 

In  politics  Mr.  Paige  is  a  Democrat  and  socially 
is  a  member  of  Round  Grove  Lodge,  No.  42,  I.  O. 
U.  F.  of  West  Union.  Both  be  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  On  the  20th  of 
September,  1890,  he  leased  the  Slocum  House  of 
Oelwein  and  at  once  moved  to  this  place,  becom- 
ing its  landlord.  Having  been  on  the  road  for  so 
many  years  Mr.  Paige  has  had  an  extensive  exper- 
ience in  hotels  as  a  guest,  and  has  had  a  chance  to 
learn  the  methods  of  hotel  keepers  who  are  success- 
ful in  pleasing  the  traveling  |)ublic,  as  well  as  a 
chance  to  learn  the  faults  that  should  be  avoided. 
Thus  he  is  peculiarly  fitted  to  make  a  model  land- 
lord. He  put  his  house  in  the  best  possible  shape 
and  then  announced  himself  as  read^'  to  receive 
guests.  This  house,  under  the  present  management. 
is  fast  growing  in  poimlarity  with  the  traveling 
public. 


/ip^  EORGE  G.  SCOTT,  an  enterprising  business 
III  ,^— -  man,  who  is  engaged  in  general  merchan- 
^^JH  dising  in  Wadena,  is  a  native  of  Scotland. 
He  was  born  in  Perthshire,  May  24,  1842,  and  is  a 
son  of  George  and  Maney  (Giay)  Scott,  both  of 
whom  were  also  natives  of  that  country.  His 
father  was  a  compositor  and  labored   in  one  office 


for  forty  years,  a  trusted  employe  of  the  firm.  In 
the  family  were  seven  children,  three  of  whom 
came  to  the  United  States.  David  crossed  the 
ocean  first  and  settled  in  Dubuque,  where  he  be- 
came a  prominent  citizen.  He  served  as  its  first 
Auditor  and  is  still  residing  in  that  city  with  his 
wife  and  two  sons,  having  married  since  coming 
to  this  country;  Richard  was  the  next  to  bid  good- 
by  to  his  native  land  and  sailed  to  the  New  Woild. 
He  became  a  successful  business  man  of  Dubuque 
and  died  in  that  city  leaving  a  widow  and  one 
daughter. 

Our  subject  is  the  youngest  child  in  the  family. 
He  was  educated  in  private  schools  of  Perth  and 
then  entered  on  his  business  career  in  that  city, 
where  he  was  employed  as  a  salesman  for  four 
years.  Deciding  to  try  his  fortune  in  America, 
he  sailed  for  the  United  States  in  January,  1863, 
landing  at  Portlatid,  Me.,  whence  he  traveled 
to  Dubuque,  Iowa,  where  his  brothers  had  already 
settled.  He  there  secured  a  position  with  the 
Illinois  Central  Railroad,  being  emplo_ved  in  the 
freight  department  but  gave  up  his  position  to 
enter  the  service  of  his  adofited  country.  He  en- 
listed May  16.  18G4,  for  one  hundred  days  service 
and  was  assigned  to  Company  A,  Forty-fourth 
Iowa  Infantry,  doing  duty  at  Memphis  and  La 
Grange,  Tenn.,  after  which  he  was  dischargeil  in 
Davenport,  Iowa,  on  the  15th  of  September  of  the 
same  year. 

Mr.  Scott  then  paid  a  visit  to  his  native  land 
looking  once  more  on  the  scenes  of  his  childhood 
and  spending  some  pleasant  hours  with  boyhood 
friends.  He  then  again  went  to  Dubuque  and  .se- 
cured a  position  with  J.  T.  Hancock  &  Co.,  with 
whom  be  remained  for  seven  consecutive  years, 
when  he  dissolved  his  connection  with  that  firm  to 
engage  in  business  for  himself.  He  brought  his 
stock  of  goods  to  Wade:ia  on  a  construction  train 
even  before  a  freight  train  had  run  over  the  road. 
This  was  in  December,  1877,  since  which  time  he 
has  done  a  prosperous  business  that  he  has  carrier)  on 
continuously,  with  the  exception  of  two  years.  On 
the  4th  of  May,  1881,  he  vvas  appointed  Postmaster, 
in  which  office  he  has  served  up  to  the  present 
time  with  the  exception  of  the  period  of  President 
Cleveland's  administration,  when  on  account  of  his 
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party  affilliations,  lie  left  the  office.  As  is  inti- 
mated, lie  is  a  supporter  of  Republican  principles 
and  a  warm  advocate  of  the  party,  ilr.  .Scott  is 
recognized  by  all  who  know  him  as  an  energetic, 
successful  business  man,  fair  and  honest  in  all  his 
dealings  and  has  won  the  confidence  of  all  with 
whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 


,1.?^'^ 
*"»=*^ 


S.  THOMPSON,  an  enterprising  fanner 
of  Center  Township,  residing  on  section  1, 
(^^''  is  numbered  among  the  honored  pioneers 
of  the  county,  having  come  with  his 
parents  to  this  place  in  185t,  when  a  lad  of  nine 
summers.  He  was  burn  in  Luzerne  Count}',  Pa., 
in  184.5,  and  is  the  sixth  in  a  family  of  sixteen 
children,  whose  parents  were  David  and  Fanny 
(tSprigle)  Thompson.  His  father  w&s  a  native  of 
London,  England,  and  when  a  babe  of  two  years, 
ill  1813.  his  parents  started  for  the  New  World. 
A  war  with  England  was  then  in  progress  and  the 
vessel  in  wiiich  they  embarked  was  captured  by 
privateers  and  they  were  forced  to  return  home. 
Ten  years  later  they  again  started  for  this  country 
but  once  more  disaster  overtook  them  in  the  form  of 
a  shipwreck.  However,  Mr.  Thompson,  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject  had  provided  for  an  emer- 
gency like  this  and  liy  iiis  far-sightedness  which 
caused  him  to  bring  a  large  amount  of  provisions, 
he  saved  the  crew.  At  length  the  party  reached 
America  and  took  up  their  residence  in  Pennsyl- 
vania where  David  Thompson  grew  to  manhood 
and  wedded  Miss  .Spriglo,  a  native  of  that  State. 
Thinking  to  benefit  his  financial  condition  by  a 
removal  to  the  West  he  started  with  his  faniilj-  for 
Iowa  and  in  1854  took  up  his  residence  in  West 
I'nion  Township,  Fa\ctte  County.  Shortly  after- 
wards ho  removed  to  Dover  Townslii|i,  where  he 
opened  up  a  farm  continuing  its  cultivation  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  188G.  His  widow 
still  survives  him  and  makes  her  home  in  Dover 
Township.  Of  their  family,  twelve  are  now  living 
—  II.  II.  who  is  niari'ied  and  resides  in  DovorTown- 
ship;  J.  S.  who  is  also  married  and  lives  in  that 
Townshiii;  Mrs.  Sarah   Foote,  of  Ilawkeye;   David 


who  was  killed  in  October,  1889  lived  in  Tenn ; 
Mrs.  Caroline  (Jnire,  of  Dover  Township;  Mrs. 
Mary  Conrad,  of  Pleasant  Valley  Township;  D.  S. 
of  this  sketch;  Harrison  who  is  living  in  Dover 
Township;  Mrs.  Christina  Cooley.  of  Dover  Town- 
ship; Fanny  Coleman,  of  Center  Township;  Amanda 
who  dietl  in  West  Union  in  1854;  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Knox,  of  Center  Townshi|);  Harriet  who  died  in 
Pennsylvania  in  185.'5;  William  who  is  married 
and  resides  in  Bethel  Township;  Allen  who  is 
married  and  resides  in  Center  Township;  and  Eliza 
who  died  in  this  county. 

Under  the  [larental  roof  our  subject  was  I'cared 
to  manhood  and  in  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood 
acquired  his  primary  education,  which  was  supjile- 
mented  by  one  term's  attendance  at  the  Normal 
College  of  Normal,  111.,  after  he  became  of  age. 
Since  his  boyhood  dajs  his  entire  life  has  here  been 
spent.  He  commenced  farming  for  himself  after 
attaining  to  man's  estate  and  in  April,  1874,  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Agnes  "Weikel,  who 
was  born  in  Ohio,  of  which  State  her  parents, 
George  and  Phwbe  (Schrack)  Weikel,  were  also 
natives.  They  came  to  this  county  in  1854  dur- 
ing the  early  d.ays  of  its  historj'  and  settled  in 
Windsor  Township.  The  mother  is  now  living  in 
West  Union.  After  tlieir  marriage,  the  young 
couple  at  once  removed  to  their  farm  in  Dover 
Township  and  there  resided  until  188(;,  when  they 
came  to  Center  Township.  Their  union  has  been 
blessed  with  four  children,  but  their  first  born, 
Amelia,  died  in  1877.  Three  daughters  are  still  at 
home — Nettie,  Allie  and  Hattie. 

Mr.  Thompson  h.as  shared  in  the  hardshi|)s  and 
toils  of  pioneer  life,  has  witnessed  the  development 
of  town  and  conntj-  and  aided  not  a  little  in  the 
u|)building  of  the  communily  in  which  he  resides. 
His  family  has  many  representatives  in  the  county 
and  Avith  its  history  has  been  prominently  con- 
nected. They  have  proved  themselves  worthy  and 
valued  citizens,  have  supported  the  best  interests 
of  the  community  and  well  deserve  mention  in  this 
volume.  Our  subject  aided  in  the  transformation 
of  the  wild  land  by  opening  up  a  farm  in  I)(^ver 
Township.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  a  good  farm 
in  Center  Township,  upon  which  he  has  made 
many    improvements.     He    has  a  good    i-esidence. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


663 


barns  and  outbuildings,  the  latest  improved  luacliin- 
ery  and  everytliing  necessar}'  to  a  model  farm.  In 
politics  he  takes  an  active  interest,  sup|)orting  at 
the  polls  the  Uepublican  party  with  which  he  has 
alTiliated  since  attaining  his  majority.  He  has 
served  as  a  member  of  the  School  Board  but  has 
never  sought  political  preferment.  Ills  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church  but  he  is  a 
lielievei'  in  the  i>rineii)le3  of  the  Cliristian  ('hurch. 
He  has  many  friends  throughout  the  eonimunily 
and  those  who  have  known  him  from  his  boyhood 
days  are  among  his  warmest  admirers. 


(*  felLLIAM  H.  HOOVKR.  Among  those  who 
\n///  have  taken  a  prominent  jiart  in  the  u|)- 
Wll  building  of  Brush  Creek,  Mr.  Hoover  de- 
serves especial  mention.  He  was  the  senior  member 
of  the  well  known  business  firm  of  Hoover  Bros., 
:ind  the  oldest  son  of  George  and  Nancy  ((iantz) 
Hoover,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
viilume.  He  was  born  in  Cumberland  County, 
I'a.,  on  the  1-lth  of  .luly,  1842,  and  his  boyhood 
days  were  spent  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads, 
he  aiding  his  father  during  the  summer  months 
and  attending  the  common-school  in  the  winter 
season,  but  after  quitting  school  he  gave  his  entire 
attention  to  agricultural  pursuits.  In  August, 
18G-1,  he  responded  to  the  country's  call  for  troops, 
enlisting  among  the  boys  in  blue  of  Company  G, 
Two  Hundred  and  Second  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 
which  w.as  assigned  to  the  Twenty -second  Arm)- 
Corps  and  was  placed  on  the  defense  ot  Washing- 
Ion.  After  a  year's  service  he  was  discharge<l  at 
Ilarrisburg,  Pa.,  and  shortly  afterward,  he  came  to 
Brush  Creek,  arriving  in  September  of  that  year. 
His  first  business  venture  in  this  jjlace  was  in  the 
line  of  merchandising.  He  purchased  an  interest 
in  the  store  of  J.  W.  Allen  but  his  partners  soon 
sold  to  Fred  Glinie,  who  a  few  months  later  dispos- 
ed of  liis  interest  to  Mr.  Hoover.  In  1809,  .Taciib 
( ).  Hoover,  l)rothcr  of  our  subject  became  his 
paitncr  but  this  connection  was  short  lived  as  Mr. 
Hoover  sold  to  Mr.  Moore.  He  then  spent  some 
time  traveling  in  the  South,  after  which  he  returned 


to  Brush  Creek,  and  from  1872  until  1875  was 
again  in  trade.  Having  sold  his  mercantile  in- 
terests to  Mr.  MeCrea  he  spent  two  years  in  the 
East,  but  in  1)S77  returned  to  his  first  love-Brush 
Creek-and  has  since  been  a  member  of  the  enter- 
prising firm  of  Hoover  Bros.,  that  is  known 
throughout  the  county. 

In  Cumberland  County,  Pa.,  on  the  loth  of 
March,  18CG,  Mr.  Hoover  wedded  Miss  Susan  A. 
Comrey,  a  native  of  that  county.  Unto  them  were 
born  five  children-George  A.,  who  is  now  telegraph 
operator  at  Fayette;  .lacob  PI,  who  died  in  his 
twenty-first  3ear;  William  H.,  yet  at  heme;  Anna 
K.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years;  and  Nancy 
who  died  in  infancy.  For  a  second  wife  Mr. 
Hoover  chose  Mrs.  M.  Daily,  nee  Frame.  He  was 
one  of  the  trustees  and  an  active  worker  in  the 
Methodist  E[)iscopal  Church  and  was  also  a  member 
of  the  M.asonic  fraternity  and  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Re|)ublic.  Until  within  the  last  two  years 
he  cast  his  ballot  with  the  Republican  party  but 
since  then  supported  the  Prohibition  party  being 
led  to  that  step  by  hisardent  temperance  principles. 
Asa  business  man  Mr.  Hoover  was  ver}' successful 
and  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  was  largely 
due  to  the  lionorable  and  impartial  manner  in 
which  he  treated  all  with  whom  he  had  to  deal. 
Wm.  II.  Hoover  died  December  31,  1890,  aged  48 
years. 


-^^ 


-4- 


llEN.lAMIN  TWELVETREE,  senior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Twelvetrre  &  Hulberl, 
ii  ii;  prfiprietors  of  a  livery,  feed  and  sale  stable 
of  Oelwein,  is  a  native  of  Norlhampton- 
sliire,  En^buid,  and  was  born  September  "29,  1840. 
His  parents,  Benjamin  and  Frances  (Brown) 
Twelvetree,  both  died  during  the  cliildhoiKl  of 
their  son,  the  f:ilhcr,  when  l)cnj:imin  was  a  hid  of 
five  summers  and  the  mother  the  succeeding  yinr. 
Jladean  orphan  at  that  early  age,  the  subject  of 
j  this  sketch  was  left  to  face  the  worhl  ami  make 
his  own  way.  He  was  soon  self-sustaining  and 
grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  State.  When 
twenty  years  of  age  he  went  to  I.omlon,  where 
he  spent  four  years  engaged  in  milling   for   Searles 
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until  1864,  when  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  Amer- 
ica. He  made  his  way  to  Chicago  without  much 
delay  and  was  engaged  in  draying  in  that  city 
until  1872,  when  he  came  to  Iowa  and  i)urchased 
a  farm  in  Hazleton  Township,  Buchanan  County. 
Three  j'ears  Inter  he  sold  out  and  bought  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  acres  in  Jefferson  Township  near 
Oclwein,  which  he  still  owns.  In  1882,  he  started 
in  the  livery  business  in  Oelwein,  which  lie  has 
carried  on  continuously  since,  the  existing  partner- 
ship with  Amos  Hulburt  being  formed  in  Septem- 
ber, 1890.  Theirs  is  the  oldest  established  stable  in 
the  city  and  the  proprietors  are  prompt  and  care- 
ful in  their  business  and  keep  on  hand  a  good  lot 
of  carriages  and  horses. 

In  July,  1887,  Mr.  Twelvetree  and  Miss  Frances 
E.  Gamble  were  married,  the  wedding  being  cele- 
brated in  St.  Paul,  Minn.  The  lady  was  born  in 
Nottingham,  Lancastershire,  England.  She  has 
been  a  resident  of  this  country  since  1886,  having 
crossed  the  water  alone.  In  politics,  Mr.  Twelve- 
tree  is  a  Democrat  and  has  held  the  oflice  of  con- 
stable in  Oelwein  three  terms,  also  has  served  as 
member  of  the  City  Council  every  term  since  the 
city  was  incorporated.  Tliere  is  also  one  other, 
Mr.  Coourod,  who  enjoys  that  distinction.  Mr. 
Twelvetree  has  been  a  resident  of  Oelwein  for 
eifht  years  and  of  Jefferson  Township  for  fifteen 
years,  while  if  we  add  to  that  period  three  years, 
we  will  have  the  length  of  his  residence  in  the 
State.  lie  has  an  extensive  acquaintance  in  Fay- 
ette and  neighboring  counties,  where  ho  is  highly 
esteemed  as  an  upright  and  reliable  business  man 
and  good  citizen.  The  livery,  of  which  he  is 
senior  proprietor,  is  receiving  a  liberal  patronage 
which  it  well  deserves. 


-^■£W:?'- 


,ATHAN  ADDRESS,  one  of  tiie  early  set- 
tlers of  the  county  now  residing  on  section 
,£^  34,  lUyria  Township,  claims  Connecticut  as 
the  State  of  his  nativity.  He  was  born  in  Fairfield 
County  on  the  2d  of  January,  1832,  and  is  a  son 
of  William  and  Nancy  (Ambler)  Andrews,  also  na- 


tives of  Fairfield  County.  In  early  life  Mr.  An- 
dress  learned  the  comb-maker's  trade  at  which  he 
worked  for  a  number  of  years  and  then  gave  his 
attention  to  farming  and  teaming.  Having  spent 
many  years  in  his  native  State,  he  determined  to 
make  the  West  the  scene  of  his  future  labors  and 
came  with  his  family  to  Fayette  County,  Iowa, 
where  he  and  his  wife  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  politics  until  the  rise 
of  the  Abolition  party,  when  his  anti-slavery  views 
led  him  to  join  its  ranks.  On  the  organization  of 
the  new  Republican  party  he  became  identi (led  with 
it  supporting  its  principles  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  Iowa  at  the  age  of  sevent^'-four  years. 
His  wife  was  seventy-five  j'ears  of  age  at  the  time 
of  her  death. 

Our  subject  is  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth  in  a  fam- 
ily of  nine  children,  five  of  whom  are  yet  living. 
The  educational  advantages  which  he  received  were 
such  as  the  common  schools  afforded  and  he  staid 
under  the  parental  roof,  working  for  his  father 
until  he  had  attained  his  majority.  He  then  began 
working  in  a  hat  factory,  which  trade  he  followed 
for  several  years,  becoming  quite  an  expert  in 
finishing. 

]Mr.  Andress  celebrated  Independence  Day  of 
1854,  by  his  marriage  with  Miss  Fannie  E.  Bene- 
dict, by  whom  he  had  five  children — Carrie  S.,  who 
became  the  wife  of^Oscar  Warner  and  died  leaving 
three  children;  William  M.,  a  resident  farmer  of 
Nebraska;  .lames  A.,  who  resides  in  Calhoun 
County,  Iowa;  David  M.  and  Charles  II.,  still  at 
home.  In  18.56  Mr.  Andress  removed  with  his 
family  to  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming  upon  rented  land  for  about  two  years. 
In  1858  he  went  to  Buchanan  County  where  he 
purchased  a  tract  of  forty  acres  on  credit.  By 
economy  and  industry  he  was  soon  enabled  to  pay 
for  this  and  after  placing  many  improvements  upon 
it  sold  out  and  returned  to  this  county  in  1864. 
His  monej'  he  invested  in  seventj'-two  acres  of  land 
on  section  34,  Illyria  Township,  to  which  he  has 
since  added  tvTcnty  acres,  making  a  good  farm 
which  he  has  placed  under  a  high  slate  of  cultiva- 
tion. Soon  after  their  return  to  this  county  his 
wife  died  on  the  !)th  of  -hine,  1867.  Mr.  Andress 
vTas  again  married  September  13,  1868,  his  second 
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union  being  nith  Rectina  A.,  daughter  of  Willi:nn 
8.  and  Dorothy  (Iloyt)  Warner.  She  was  born  in 
St.  Lawrence  Ccninty,  N.  Y.,  on  the  8th  of  August, 
1841,  and  when  a  maiden  of  eight  summers  accom- 
panied lier  parents  on  a  westward  journey.  They 
first  made  a  settlement  in  Winnebago  County,  III., 
whence  they  removed  to  Fayette  County  in  1854 
Botii  are  members  of  the  P'ree  Will  Baptist  Churcii. 
In  political  sentiment,  Mr.  Andress  was  a  I\ei)nb- 
lican,  which  party  he  supported  from  its  organiza- 
tion, casting  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Fremont, 
until  the  (ireenback  party  sprang  into  existence, 
when  he  es|)onsed  ils  principles.  He  now  affiliates 
witli  the  Union  Lahor  party.  Mr.  Andress  is  a 
self-made  man.  On  attaining  his  majority  he  be- 
gan life  for  himself  without  capital  and  wliatever 
success  he  has  achieved  is  due  entirely  to  his  own 
efforts.  He  is  an  early  settler  of  this  county  and 
lias  been  a  witness  of  almost  its  entire  growth  and 
progress. 

ylLLIAM  BOYLE  takes  rank  among  the 
leading  citizens  of  Illyria  Township,  where 
„  ^  on  s'jction  3,  he  devotes  his  energies  to 
farming.  lie  is  a  native  of  the  Green  Isle  of  Erin, 
having  been  Ijorn  in  County  Langford,  on  the  17th 
iif  March,  1826.  His  parents,  Michael  and  Mary 
(Cox)  Boyle,  were  also  born  in  the  same  county 
and  never  left  their  native  land,  but  spent  their 
entire  lives  in  that  neighborhood.  Their  family' 
numbered  six  cliildren,  of  whom  William  is  the 
second  in  order  of  birth  and  the  only  onethatever 
cro^^sed  the  ocean.  His  educational  advantages 
were  very  meager  and  frtmi  early  hoylmod  days  he 
had  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world.  At  the  age 
<if  eighteen  he  worked  for  a  year  at  stone  cutting 
and  then  spent  six  months  at  the  weaver's  trade, 
after  whicOi  he  engaged  as  a  farm  hand  until  his 
emigration  to  the  United  States  in  1852.  He  had 
heard  favorable  reports  of  this  country  and  tlu^ 
advantages  here  offered  to  young  men,  and  resolved 
to  test  the  truth  of  these  reports  for  himself  by 
trying  his  fortune  in  the  United  States.  He  was 
twenty  six  years  of  age  at  this  time.      After  a  V03'- 


age  of  thirty-four  days  he  landed  in  New  York 
Cit\'  with  only  six  cents  in  his  pocket.  It  was  either 
work  or  starvation,  and  as  he  did  not  care  to  try 
the  latter  and  was  not  afraid  of  the  former  he  soon 
secured  a  position  in  a  paper  mill  whicli  served  to 
keep  him  in  the  necessities  of  life  until  he  could 
get  other  employment. 

Going  to  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Boyle 
worked  as  a  farm  iiand  for  some  time  and  in  that 
connt3'  was  married  on  the  11th  of  April,  1858,  to 
Miss  Rosanna  Mannaha,  who  was  born  in  County 
iNIeath,  Ireland,  August  15,  1835,  and  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1854,  when  a  maiden  of  nineteen 
summers.  Her  parents  were  John  and  Bridget 
(Conner)  Maiuialia,  and  unto  them  were  born  eight 
children,  seven  of  whom  came  to  this  country, 
wliile  three  are  yet  living  as  follows;  ]\Irs.  Mary 
O'Neal,  who  resides  in  Illyria  Township;  Rosanna, 
wife  of  our  subject;  and  Michael,  a  resident  farmer 
of  Fairfield  Township.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Jlrs. 
Boyle  has  been  blessed  with  eleven  children,  seven 
sons  and  four  daughters — William,  a  railroad  em- 
ploye; John  J.,  who  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits; Peter  E.,  who  is  oi)erating  the  home  farm; 
Francis  N.,  who  is  working  on  a  farm  in  the  neigh- 
borhood;  Charles  II.,  who  is  employed  by  the  montii 
in  the  same  capacity;  Silas  A.,  Mary,  James  B., 
Elizabeth  A.,  Rosanna  C.  and  Fannie  E.  Tiiis 
family  is  well  known  in  the  community  and  the 
children  have  received  good  common  school  edu- 
cations. 

The  year  succeeding  his  marriage,  IMr.  Boyle 
removed  with  his  young  wife  to  Rock  County, 
Wis.,  and  after  two  yeai's  spent  in  that  State  came 
to  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  in  1861.  He  made  his 
home  in  Illyria  ami  in  1882  settled  upon  his  farm 
on  section  3,  Illyria  Township,  where  he  is  now 
living.  His  possessions  comprise  two  hundred  and 
thirty-six  acres  of  good  land  and  are  a  monument 
to  his  thrift  and  industry.  lie  began  life  a  poor 
boy,  came  to  this  country  penniless  and  in  a  strange 
land  among  strange  [leople  worked  his  way  upward, 
winning  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  with  whom 
he  came  in  contact.  He  has  now  a  comfnitable 
property  and  is  surrounded  with  all  of  the  com- 
forts and'many  of  the  luxuries  of  life,  lie  cist 
his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Stephen    A.    Uouo-las 
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and  lias  since  supported  the  Democratic  party.  Iln 
served  as  Postmaster  of  lllyria  and  has  lield  other 
positions  of  public  trust,  the  duties  of  wliicli  he 
discharged  with  promptness  and  fide]it3'.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  tlie  Catholic  Church  of 
lllyria. 


m 


i 


MOS  HULBERT.  deceased,  is  numbered 
among  the  carl}'  settlers  of  Fayette  County. 
Ii>  He  was  born  near  Rutland  City,  Yt..  in 
1810,  and  when  a  young  man  removed  to 
the  Holland  Purchase  in  New  York,  where  he 
engaged  in  boating  on  the  canal.  iSnbsequently  he 
became  a  resident  of  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  and  in  that 
county  was  a  second  time  married,  the  lady  of  his 
choice  being  Miss  Malvina  Clark,  who  was  born  in 
St.  Lawrence  County.  N.  Y.  By  his  first  marriage 
he  had  eight  children,  fire  sons  and  three  daugli- 
ters — Chancey,  who  married  Miss  Emma  Alexander 
End  resides  in  Fayette;  Charles,  who  lives  in  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.;  P^sther,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Elisha  Demott  and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years;  P.  S.,  who  wedded  Mary  Campbell  and  makes 
his  home  in  Eureka,  C'al.;  Henry  S.,  who  married 
Nancy  Johnson  and  is  living  in  Spink  County,  S. 
D. ;  Minerva,  wife  of  Henry  K.  White,  of  Rutland, 
Vt.  The  cliildren  of  the  second  marriage,  two 
sons  and  four  daughters,  are  Albert,  who  married 
Cordelia  Hensley,  a  native  of  this  county  and  a 
daughter  of  Andrew  Hensley;  Ada,  wife  of  F. 
Irish,  of  Pasadena,  Cal. ;  Inez,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  nine  years;  Harriet,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen years;  Bertha,  wife  of  Alexander  Nicol,  of 
Center  Township;  and  William  A.,  of  Oelwein. 

For  some  years  Mr.  Hulbert  was  a  resident  of 
Oswego,  N.  Y.  It  was  in  the  autumn  of  1858  that 
he  left  that  place  and  emigrated  to  Iowa,  locating 
in  Fayette  County.  He  |)urcha?ed  a  farm  in 
SraithSeld  Township  and  devoted  himself  assidu- 
lously  to  its  cultivation  for  about  a  quarter  of  a 
century  when  his  labors  were  interrupted  by  the 
hand  of  death,  he  dying  in  1882.  He  was  a 
respected  citizen  and  one  who  li.ad  tlie  confidence 
and  good-will  of  the  community.      In  political  sen- 


timent he  was,  in  earlj'  life,  an  advocate  of  the 
Whig  principles,  sul)seq\iently  a  Rcptiblican,  and 
afterwards  was  a  supporter  of  the  Greenback  party. 
His  religious  belief  was  that  of  tlie  I'niled  Brethren 
Church,  of  wdiich  he  was  a  member  many  years. 
His  wife,  who  still  survives  him,  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Since  his  death 
she  lias  married  Cyrus  Ingraham  and  is  now  living 
in  Pasadena,  Cal. 

Albert  E.  Hulbert,  a  worthy  representative  of 
this  pioneer  family,  was  born  in  Fulton  County, 
N.  Y.,  on  the  12th  day  of  May,  1850,  and  with  his 
parents  came  to  Iowa  at  llie  age  of  eight  years.  In 
this  county  he  was  reared  to  manhood  and  on 
attaining  to  mature  years  was  married  in  Westfield 
Township  to  Miss  Cordelia  Hensley,  the  ceremony 
being  performed  on  the  22d  of  February,  1873. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  three  children, 
but  they  lost  two — Plimmou  S.,  who  died  at  the 
.age  of  seven  years;  I.  Lorena,  who  is  now  fourteen 
j'ears  of  age;  and  Loretta  A.,  also  deceased. 

Since  the  fall  of  1890  Mr.  Hulbert  has  been  a 
resident  of  Oelwein,  Previous  to  this  time  he  had 
engaged  in  farming  in  Center  and  Harlan  Town- 
ships but  sold  out  and  came  to  this  place  forming 
a  partnership  with  Mr,  Twelvetrce  in  the  livery 
business.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  labor 
and  in  politics  is  a  supporter  of  Democratic  prin- 
ciples. 


E^^ 


,i_^  ENRY  C,  CHILDS,  deceased,  is  numbered 
Y  among  the  early  settlers  of  Fayette  Count}-, 

He   was  born    in   Madrid,   N,   Y.,  in    1S24. 

and  was  a  son  of  Zerah  Childs,  The  family 
is  of  Scotch  descent  and  was  probably  established 
in  America  at  a  very  carlj'  da}'.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  received  such  educational  advantages  as 
the  common  schools  of  that  day  afforded  and  in  his 
native  State  was  reared  to  manhood.  In  Stock- 
holm, N.  Y..  in  1847,  he  w.as  joined  in  wedlock 
with  Miss  Charlotte  E.  Cole,  daughter  of  Horace 
and  Delinda  Cole.  Tlie  lady  was  born  in  Stock- 
holm in  18211,  and  there  resided  until  her  marriage. 
The  young  couple  began  their  domestic  life  in  Xew 
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York,  from  whence  they  removed  to  Morrison, 
Whiteside  count}'.  111.,  where  he  resided  until  1859, 
when  with  his  family  he  crossed  the  Mississi|)pi  into 
Iowa,  locating  in  Fayette.  There  were  five  chil- 
dren born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Childs,  three  of  whom 
are  living — Simon  Z.  was  married,  removed  to 
Nebraska,  and  died  in  that  State  in  February,  1888; 
Amanda  died  in  childhood;  and  Henrj'  Carroll  is 
engaged  in  the  boot  and  shoe  business  at  Fayette 
and  his  sketch  is  given  elsewhere  in  this  work; 
Sidney  M.  is  married  and  resides  in  Kearney,  Neb.; 
and  Charlotte  is  the  wife  of  Lee  AVilbur,  who  also 
resides  in  Kearney,  Neb. 

Mr.  Childs  died  at  his  home  in  Fayette,  on  the 
9lh  of  December,  1869.  He  was  a  Democrat  in 
politics  and  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  P^jIs- 
copal  Church.  Mrs.  Childs  survives  lier  husband 
and  now  makes  her  home  with  her  daugliter  in 
Kearno}'.  She  was  formerly  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church  but  now  belongs  to  the  societj' 
of  Seventh  Da}'  Adventists. 


^^  W.  MABON,  who  since  1869  has  resided 
'll  g— .  in  this  county,  his  home  being  now  on  sec- 
^^j)  tion  17,  Center  Township,  is  extensively 
engaged  in  stock-dealing  and  is  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  the  communitj-.  He  is  a  native  of 
the  Empire  State,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
Montgomery  County,  in  1840.  In  the  family  to 
which  he  belongs  were  nine  children,  he  being  the 
second  in  order  of  birth.  The  parents,  Thomas  C. 
and  .Julia  A.  (MtMasters)  Mabon,  were  also  born 
in  New  York  and  married  in  that  State.  The  father 
was  a  furrier  by  trade,  but  after  his  emigration  to 
Kane  County,  111.,  in  1854,  he  devoted  himself  to 
agricultural  pursuits.  The  succeeding  fifteen  years 
of  his  life  he  spent  in  that  community  and  in  18G9 
we  find  him  living  upon  a  farm  in  Center  Town- 
ship, Fayette  County.  He  was  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife  who  died  in  August, 
1888,  but  tlie  county  still  has  the  honor  of  num- 
bering him  among  her  citizens.  Flight  of  the  chil- 
dren are  now  living,  namel}':  Mrs.  Margaret  A. 
Wilkins,    of    Kane    County,    111.;  G.   W.,    of    this 


sketch;  Mrs.  Susan  Howard,  of  Whiteside  County, 
111.;  John  P.,  who  is  married  and  resides  in  .Smith 
County,  Kan.;  Mrs.  Arabella  Cornwall,  of  Winona, 
Minn. :  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Curley,  of  Fair  Haven, Wash., 
where  her  husband  is  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness; Ida,  wife  of  G.  H.  Austin,  a  resident  farmer 
of  Center  Township;  and  Byron,  who  is  married 
and  resides  in  Hawkeye. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our  sub- 
ject and  with  pleasure  present  ihis  brief  sketch  to 
the  readers  of  the  Album,  knowing  it  will  be  re- 
ceived with  interest  by  many.  The  first  fourteen 
years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  Montgomery  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  he  attained  his  majority  in  Kane  County, 
II!.,  whither  he  accompanied  his  family  in  1854. 
He  began  farming  for  himself  on  reaching  man's 
estate  and  in  Kane  Count}',  in  1862,  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Eliza  A.  Howard,  daughter  of  Dennis 
and  Unity  (Nash)  Howard  who  were  natives  of 
New  York,  and  at  an  early  day  emigrated  to  Illi- 
nois, locating  in  Kane  County,  where  their  daughter 
was  born.  The  father  died  in  1867  but  the  mother 
is  still  living  in  her  Illinois  home.  The  year  1869 
witnessed  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Mabon  and  his  family 
in  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  where  he  purchased  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land.  This  was  in  its 
primitive  condition,  not  a  furrow  having  been 
turned  or  an  improvement  made,  but  with  charac- 
teristic energy  he  began  its  development,  trans- 
forming it  into  rich  and  fertile  fields.  He  disposed 
of  forty  acres  of  that  amount  but  has  since  ex- 
tended the  boundaries  of  his  farm  uiitil  it  comprises 
three  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres,  devoted  to 
the  raising  of  grain  and  to  pasturage.  Mr.  Mabon 
now  gives  his  undivided  attention  to  stock-dealing 
which  he  has  followed  more  or  less  for  fifteen  years. 
Hawkeye  is  his  principal  shipping  point  and  he 
always  has  on  hand  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  head 
of  cattle. 

In  1887,  Mr.  Mabon  was  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  his  estimable  wife  who  died  in  March  of 
that  year,  leaving  three  children,  namely:  Dimic 
A.,  who  is  married  and  resides  in  this  county;  Al- 
berto A.,  a  resident  of  Hawkeye;  and  Judd  at 
home.  Mr.  Mabon  was  again  married  in  1887,  his 
second  union  being  with  Jessie  G.  Averill,  daughter 
of  George  and  Laura  (Barstow)  McFall,  who  were 
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natives  of  New  York  and  Ohio  respectively.  Her 
mother  is  now  deceased  and  ber  father  resides  in 
Wisconsin.  In  political  sentiment  Mr.  Mabon  is 
independent  when  voting  at  local  elections  but  on 
NRtional  questions  generally  supports  the  Republi- 
can party.  He  has  served  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  and  as  Township  Treasurer, 
proving  a  capable  officer  in  botli  positions.  Socially 
he  is  a  member  of  Randalia  Lodge,  No.  177.  of 
Randalia;  and  of  the  Legion  of  Honor,  of  Ilawkeye. 
lie  is  a  man  of  good  l)usiness  ability,  sagacious  and 
far-sighted  and  is  upriglit  and  lionorable  in  all  his 
dealings,  his  course  winning  iiim  the  regard  of  all 
with  whom  business  or  social  relations  have  brought 
him  in  contact. 

iSince  the  above  was  written  there  has  l)eeii  horn 
a  son  to  Mrs.  and  Mr.  Mabon  on  the  11th  of 
November,  18'.»0,  named  Hugh  A. 


3^/  Y.  WHITMORE,  who  resides  on  section 
(@7lJI|     11,  is    one    of   the    pioneers   of    Windsor 

I  lii  Township,  where  he  has  made  his  home 
<^'  since  October,  1854,  covering  a  period  of 

thirty-six  consecutive  j'ears.  At  the  time  of  his 
arrival  in  the  count>'  it  was  very  sparsely  settled, 
the  homes  were  mostly  log  cabins,  the  land  was 
siill  in  its  primitive  condition,  many  of  the  now 
thrixing  towns  and  villages  had  not  yet  sprung 
into  existence  and  the  work  of  progress  and  civiliza- 
tion seemed  scarcely  begun.  It  is  an  arduous  task 
to  found  and  upbuild  a  county  like  Fayette  and  to 
those  who  liore  the  gieater  part  of  the  burden  we 
owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  which  can  never  be  repaid. 
Our  subject  is  inclu<led  among  this  number  for  he 
has  ever  faith  fully  discharged  his  duties  of  citizen- 
ship and  borne  no  inconsiderable  part  in  the  promo- 
tion of  the  county's  interests. 

He  was  born  in  Madison  County,  X.  \ .,  Septem- 
ber If).  1821,  and  is  the  youngest  child  of  Francis 
and  Sarah  (Siebbins)  Wliitmore  who  wei'e  natives 
of  Massachusetts,  the  former  born  in  1780,  and 
the  latter  in  1779.  Their  murringe  was  celebrated 
in  1801,  and  the  following  3'ear  they  emigrated  to 
Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  where  Mr.  Whitmoregave 


his  attention  to  farming,  the  pursuit  which  he 
matle  his  life  work.  Madison  County  was  then 
situated  on  the  western  frontier  and  he  is  insepara- 
bly connected  with  its  early  history.  Far  away 
from  any  mercantile  stores,  he  walked  sixteen 
miles  barefooted  to  buy  a  pair  of  boots.  He 
became  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  that  com- 
munity and  for  twenty-two  consecutive  years  served 
as  County  Supervisor.  His  death  occurred  in 
Madison  County,  N.  Y..  May  •25.  ISl'i.  and  his 
wife  died  March  20,  1847.  Ilis  parents  were  also 
natives  of  Massachusetts  hut  the  family  is  of  Kng- 
lish  origin  and  was  founded  in  America  l\y  three 
brothers  who,  during  Colonial  days  braved  the  dan- 
gers of  an  ocean  vo3'age  and  made  a  settlement 
upon  the  shores  of  the  New  World.  Of  the  children 
of  Francis  and  Sarah  Whitmore  only  three  are  now 
living —Caroline,  who  was  born  in  1803,  married 
Alva  A.  Pierce  of  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  who, 
thougli  ninety  years  of  age  is  still  president  of  a 
bank,  and  treasurer  of  a  theological  institute,  which 
position  he  has  held  for  half  a  century.  ,1.  S., 
born  in  180C,  is  married  and  resides  in  Madison 
County,  N.  Y. 

The  third  survivor  of  this  family  is  our  sulijpct 
who  was  reared  to  manhood  on  his  father's  farm  in 
New  York.  He  received  good  etlucational  advan- 
tages, his  primary  coiu'se  l)eing  su|)plemented  by 
an  attendance  at  the  Hamilton  Academy.  After 
leaving  school  he  engaged  in  teaching,  wliich  pro- 
fession he  followed  for  six  years  in  ^ladison  and 
Oneida  Counties.  He  was  married  in  the  former 
I  county  October  9,  18.31,  to  .lennett  Klinck,  daugh- 
ter of  (ieorge  and  Lucy  ( Ives)  Klinck,  who  were 
natives  of  New  York  and  Connecticut  respeclivelv. 
Her  father  was  a  cabinet-maker  and  in  Miii]i.-.ou 
County  continued  to  resi(ie  untd  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1858.  His  wife  survive<l  him  ten  years. 
They  were  parents  of  fourteen  children,  and  with 
one  exception  all  grew  to  manhood  and  nomanhooil. 
To  Mr.  and  Airs.  Whitmore  have  l)een  born  four 
children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters — Ella,  George, 
Carrie  and  D wight. 

Mr.  Whitmore  first  began  farming  for  himself  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Madison  County  where  he 
remained  until  1851,  which  year  witnessed  his 
arrival  in   Fayette  County,   Iowa,     He  purchasecl 
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four  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  partially  improved 
land  but  in  later  years,  not  wishing  to  have  the 
care  of  so  much  land,  lie  has  disposed  of  a  part  of 
liis  property,  rotainining  three  hundred  and  thirty 
acres.  This  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation 
and  he  has  made  many  good  improvements  both 
useful  and  ornamental.  His  home  is  pleasantly 
situated  near  West  Union  and  the  family  iiold  a 
high  position  in  tlie  social  world.  As  a  business 
man,  Mr.  Whitmore  is  enterprising,  far-siglited  and 
upriglit  in  all  things.  Witli  his  sons  as  partners,  he 
is  engaged  in  raising^full  blooded,  registered  Polled 
Angus  cattle.  He  now  has  on  liand  thirty  head 
of  full  blooded  cattle  and  one  hundred  oliiers  of 
a  high  grade.  In  political  sentiment  Rlr.  Wliitmore 
is  a  Re|>ublican  and  lias  served  as  a  meiulier  of  tlio 
School  Board.  He  holds  membership  in  the  ITni- 
versalist  Church  of  West  Union,  assistefl  in  its 
organization,  aided  in  tlie  erection  of  tlie  fine  church 
edifice,  known  as  the  Burbauk  JMemorial  Cliurch 
and  takes  a  deep  interest  and  active  part  in  all 
churcli  work.  He  is  recognized  as  a  man  of  ster- 
ling worth,  well  deserving  the  liigli  regard  in  vvhicii 


he  IS  li' 


eld. 
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^LBERT  H.  SHENEFELT,  engaged  in 
C@Y/j      farming  and  stock-raising,   resides  on  sec- 

//nii  tion  26,  Center  Township.  He  is  nura- 
QJI  bered    among    tlie  early  settlers,    twenty- 

three  years  liaving  passed  since  he  came  to  the 
county.  In  1840  is  the  date  of  his  birtli  and  he 
lirst  opened  Ills  eyes  to  the  light  of  day  in  Cleve- 
hmd,  Ohio.  His  father,  John  Shenefelt,  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  wlien  a  young  man  emigrated 
westward  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Oliio.  He 
owned  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  on 
which  stands  the  city  of  Cleveland,  and  his  liouse 
was  the  first  dwelling  upon  its  site.  He  there 
formed  the  acquaintance  of  iMiss  Lavena  Healon,  a 
native  of  New  York,  and  ihey  were  united  in  mar- 
riao-e.  A  number  of  years  were  spent  l)y  tiieni  in 
the  Buckeye  State,  after  which  tliey  removed  to 
Cass  County,  Mich.,  where  Mr.  Slienefelt  opened 
up  a  farm.  With  iiis  family  he  came  to  Iowa  in 
1869,    locating   in   Winnesheik    County,  where  he 


again  gave  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
His  death  occurred  in  1884  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-six  years.  His  wife  died  in  1886,  also  at  a 
ripe  old  age.  Of  the  family  these  are  now  Jiving: 
Mrs.  JlUen  Carr,  of  Indiana;  Armiiida,  now  Mrs. 
Reshore,  of  Dowagiac,  Mich.;  Henry,  wlio  is  mar- 
ried and  resides  in  Edwardsburg,  Mich. ;  Albert, 
of  this  sketcli ;  William,  who  is  married  and  makes 
his  home  in  Clear  Lake,  Iowa.;  Mrs.  Sai-ah  Stites, 
of  Kingfisher,  Oklahoma;  Taylor,  who  is  mar- 
ried and  resides  in  Bremer  Count}',  Iowa;  and 
George,  who  is  married  and  resides  in  Nebraska. 
The  first  three  named  are  half  brothers  and  sisters 
of  the  succeeding  children. 

In  Mr,  Shenefelt  we  see  a  representative  farmer, 
a  man  industrious  and  energetic,  and  one  who 
ranks  among  the  valued  citizens  of  tiie  community. 
Under  the  parental  roof  he  was  reared  to  manhood 
and  in  the  schools  of  Michigan  acquired  his  edu- 
cation. Wishing  to  follow  some  other  pursuit  than 
that  to  which  he  was  reared  he  learned  the  mason's 
trade,  at  which  he  worked  some  time,  but  when  his 
■  country  needed  his  services  he  laid  aside  all  business 
cares  and  responded  to  the  call  for  troops.  Hard!}' 
were  the  guns  of  Ft.  Sumter  silenced  ere  he  en- 
rolled his  name  among  the  boys  in  blue,  becoming 
a  member  of  the  Cass  County  Guards.  At  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  service  of  three  months 
he  re-enlisted  for  three  years  in  Company  E,  Forty- 
Second  Illinois  Infantry.  His  regiment  was  assigned 
to  the  Western  Army,  and  under  Gen.  Fremont 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Farmington,  Miss.  In 
the  earl}'  part  of  the  following  year  it  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Army  of  llie  Cumberland,  and  Mr. 
Shenefelt  was  under  fire  at  the  battle  of  Stoue 
River,  after  which  the  troops  advanced  toward 
Chattanooga,  where  they  met  tin;  enemy  in  battle. 
Later  they  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga, 
where  our  subject  received  a  gunshot  wound  in 
the  right  arm.  He  was  confined  at  No.  3  Hospital 
in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  subsequently  sent  to  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  and  thence  to  Springfield,  111.,  where  he 
was    honorably  discharged  October  28,  1864. 

Returning  to  Michigan,  Mr.  Shenefelt  resumed 
farming,  and  in  Cass  County  the  following  vear 
chose  as  a  helpmate  on  life's  journey  Miss  Laura  E. 
Potter,  a  native  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  and   a  daughter 
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of  Ira  and  Melissa  (Bateman)  Potter.  Her  parents 
were  natives  of  New  York  and  at  an  earl3'  day 
emigrated  to  Detroit.  They  came  to  Iowa  in  1867 
and  Mr.  Potter  now  resides  in  tiiis  count\'.  His 
wife  died  in  Cohnar,  Iowa,  in  1882.  Tlie  j"Oung 
ooii|)lc  began  their  domestic  life  in  Michigan, 
but  after  two  years  soiiglit  a  home  on  the  western  . 
bank  of  the  Mississippi.  Mr.  .Shenefelt  purchased 
fort}'  acres  of  land,  only  part  of  which  had  been 
Ijlaced  under  cultivation  and  upon  it  erected  a 
good  house.  He  now  owns  a  half  interest  in  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres  of  arable  land,  constituting 
one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  neighborhood.  He 
has  devoted  liimself  assiduously  to  his  business 
interests,  yet  has  found  time  to  give  to  public 
affairs,  and  has  ever  identified  himself  with  such 
plans  as  were  calculated  to  benefit  town  and 
county.  He  has  never  been  a  politician  in  tlie 
sense  of  office-seeking,  but  is  a  stanch  advocate  of 
Republican  principles.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of 
Center  Post,  No.  276,  C>.  A.  R.,  of  Randal ia,  and 
of  Randalia  Lodge,  No.  177,  1.  O.  O.  F.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Shenefelt  are  parents  of  three  children:  Mrs. 
Alice  Wyman,  of  Randalia;  Mrs.  P^mma  Sickles, 
now  at  home;  and  Frank.  The  family  is  well  and 
favorabl}'  known  in  the  county,  and  the  home  is 
noted  for  its  hospitality  and  the  warm  v.'elcome 
extended  to  the  many  friends  of  the  household. 


LEXANDER    NELSON    GOODRICH    is 

one  of  the  ver^'  earliest  pioneers  of  Fayette 
I  i    where  he  has  resided  since  the  spring  of 

1865.  He  is  a  carpenter  and  joiner  by 
trade  and  aided  in  the  erection  of  the  first  building 
on  Ihe  town  plat.  Both  in  the  line  of  his  trade  and 
ill  other  ways  he  has  aided  materially  in  Ihc  up- 
building and  progress  of  this  part  of  the  county 
and  well  deserves  a  representation  in  its  history. 

.Mr.  Goodrich  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  his 
biiili  having  occurred  on  August  2,  1829,  in  Brook- 
lyn, .Susquehanna  County.  Ilis  parents  were  Eli 
B.  and  Cynthia  (Tiffany)  Goodrich.  The  father 
was  born  in  South  New  Berlin,  Chenango  County, 
N.  Y.,  August  27,  1802,  was  of  English  descent  and 


bis  ancestors  settled  in  New  England  during  its 
early  history.  His  death  occurred  December  22, 
1804,  having  survived  his  wife  sixteen  years.  She 
was  born  in  Brooklyn,  Pa.,  Jul}'  22,  1806,  was  a 
daughter  of  Alfred  and  Lucy  (Miller)  Tirtany,  and 
died  on  July  20,  1848. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  the  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  yonth  in  his  native  State,  where  in 
the  common  schools  he  acquired  his  education  and 
served  a  regular  apprenticeship  to  the  car|ienter 
and  joiner's  trade.  He  spent  one  year  in  Madi.son 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  one  in  Chautauqua  County, 
and  in  October,  1854,  sought  a  home  in  the  West,- 
traveling  toward  the  setting  sun  until  he  arrived 
in  Auburn,  Fayette  County,  Iowa.  There  he  lo- 
cated and  operated  a  mill  until  the  27th  of  April, 
1855,  when  lie  came  to  Fayette,  whore  he  has 
since  resided,  covering  a  period  of  thirty-five 
years.  He  was  married  in  Erie  County,  Pa., 
December  31,  1855,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being 
Miss  Elizabeth  Ann  James,  daughter  of  Oliver  and 
Emil}'  (Lee)  James,  and  a  native  of  Erie  Count}', 
Pa.,  born  August  22,  1832.  Her  parents  were  na- 
tives of  Vcimont,  and  her  father  was  of  English 
lineage,  while  her  mother  was  of  Scotch  descent. 
One  child  was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goodrich,  a 
daughter,  Ilattie  Eva,  who  was  born  in  PXyette, 
Iowa,  September  7,  1857.  She  is  now  the  widow 
of  Cyrus  Bent,  and  is  the  motlier  of  two  children, 
sons,  Arthur  Henry,  aged  seven  years;  and  Freildie 
Leonard,  aged  five.  Mrs.  Goodrich  and  her  daugh- 
ter are  members  of  the  JMethodist  f^piscopal 
Church. 

In  politics  Mr.  Goodrich  is  a  Democrat  and  has 
served  two  terms  as  a  member  of  tlie  F.ayette  Town 
Council.  He  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason,  a  mem- 
ber of  Pleiades  Lodge,  No.  448,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ;  of 
Ansel  Humphreys  Chapter,  No.  80,  R.  A.  M.;  ami 
of  Langridge  Coaimandery,  No.  48,  K.  T.  Ik- 
represented  the  last  named  at  flio  Triennial  Con- 
clave at  Washington  in  October,  1881).  Mr.  Good- 
rich is  the  owner  of  a  fine,  well  improved  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  which  is  situated 
about  one  and  a  half  miles  south  of  F'ayette,  which 
has  been  in  his  posscss'on  since  1865.  He  has  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  growth  and  progress 
of  Fayette  from   the  time  of   the  erection   of    the 
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first  building  on  the  plat  up  to  the  present,  and  is 
now  onipldyeil  on  the  construction  of  the  college 
chapel.  Ele  helped  build  the  originnl  huildiiig  of 
the  layette  Seminar}-,  now  the  Upper  lovra  I'niver- 
sity  and  hns  worked  on  all  the  buildings  of  that 
institution  subsequently  erected.  He  has  lc<l  an 
active  and  useful  life  and  is  still  well  preserved  for 
a  man  in  his  sixty-second  year.  His  life  for  the 
));ist  thirty-five  years  is  well  known  to  his  fellow- 
citizens  of  Fayette  whose  respect  and  esteem  he  has 
vvc)n  and  retains. 

'5^  E.  DIBBLE,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  resid- 
ing on  section  25,  Bethel  Townsiii|i,  has  born 
identified  with  the  liistory  of  this  county  for 
thirty-eight  years  and  never  to  its  detriment,  but 
wiih  a  commendable  interest  he  has  aided  in  its 
upliuilding  and  advancement  and  the  promotion  of 
it,s  enter[nMses.  lie  was  born  in  Chautauqua  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  183G,  and  is  a  son  of  E.  U.  and  Ilaniil 
(Timkum)  Dibble,  who  vvere  also  natives  of  New 
York,  the  father  boi'n  in  1803,  and  the  mother  in 
1814.  Thtir  marriage  was  celebrated  in  1835. 
By  occupation  Mr.  Dibble  was  a  farmer  and  fol- 
lowed that  business  in  the  East  until  1849  when, 
accompanied  by  his  family  lie  emigrated  to  Rock 
County,  Wis.,  locating  near  Evansville.  Tliiee 
years  later  we  lind  him  a  resident  of  Clermont 
Township,  Fajette  County,  Iowa,  where  he  oiiened 
up  a  farm  and  made  it  his  home  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1881,  having  survived  his  wife 
five  years.  He  was  an  ardent  Republican  in  politics 
and  a  prominent  and  influential  citizen  of  the  com- 
munity. His  father  was  a  native  of  Scotland  and 
the  founder  of  the  family  on  American  soil.  He 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  as  did  the  ma- 
ternal grandfather  of  our  subject,  who  was  of  Ger- 
man descent.  The  three  children  of  E.  H.  .and 
Harriet  Dibble  are  G.  E.,  of  this  sketch;  Martin 
who  was  born  in  1838  is  married  and  resides  in 
Clermont  Township,  and  Franklin  who  was  born  in 
1841  is  married  and  makes  his  home  in  Antelope 
County,  Neb.  He  enlisted  in  18G2  in  the  Thirty- 
eio-hth  Iowa  Infantry  and  for  three  years  followed 


the  old  Hag  until  the  war  ended.  He  was  honora- 
bly discharged  in  September,  1865,  and  engaged 
in  farming  anil  the  manufacture  of  brick  in  this 
county  until  1882  when  he  removed  to  Nebraska. 
Our  sut>ject  was  a  lad  of  sixteen  years  when  the 
family  came  to  Iowa.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  State  and  pursued  a  three 
years'  course  in  the  IT|)per  Iowa  I^niversity  of 
Fayette,  after  which  he  studieil  law  in  McGregor. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Clayton  County  in 
about  1862  and  began  practice  in  C'lermont  where 
for  many  years  he  carried  on  a  successfid  legal 
business.  He  was  married  in  this  county  in  1870 
to  Miss  Nettie  L.  Frisbie,  a  native  of  Essex  County, 
Westport,  N.  Y.,  and  a  daughter  of  H.  B.  and  F^liza 
(Richards)  Frisbie,  the  former  a  native  of  Connec 
ticut,  born  in  1811  and  the  latter  in  1815,  in  New 
York  where  their  marriage  was  celebrated.  They 
came  to  Iowa  in  1857  and  si'ttling  in  Grand 
Meadow  Townshi|),  Clayton  Counter,  Mr.  Frisbee 
gave  his  attention  to  farming,  which  he  made  his 
life  occupation.  In  18GG  he  removed  to  Clermont 
where  he  soon  made  friends  among  the  best  class 
of  citizens  who  esteemed  him  for  his  sterling  worth. 
His  death  occurred  in  February,  1889.  His  wife 
is  still  living  and  makes  her  home  in  Clermont.  In 
their  family  were  seven  ohddren,  five  of  whom  are 
now  living:  Sarah  .Jane,  wife  of  O.  H.  Moone,  of 
Clayton  County,  Ljwa,  died  in  October,  1885; 
William  Frank,  born  in  1830,  was  drowned  in  Tur- 
key River,  near  Clermont,  .June  22,  1866;  Jlina  A. 
is  now  th'e  wife  of  Hiram  Wright,  of  Dixon 
Conuty.  Neb.;  Sirs.  Dibble  is  the  next  younger; 
,Iolin  W.  is  married  and  resides  in  Clermont;  Charles 
F.  is  married  an<l  makes  his  home  in  Helena,  Mont., 
and  Mary  is  now  Mrs.  White,  of  Clermont. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dibble  began  their  domestic  life  in 
Clermont.  The  family  have  traveled  to  a  consid- 
erable extent,  having  two  or  three  times  visited 
California,  and  also  other  [ilaces  of  interest.  Mr. 
Dibble  devoted  himself  to  the  practice  of  law  and 
th.e  real-estate  business  in  Clermont  with  excellent 
success  until  1889,  when  in  the  month  of  April  he 
disposed  of  his  interests  in  that  place  and  removed 
with  his  family  to  his  farm  on  section  25.  Bethel 
Township  where  he  owns  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  highly  cultivated  land  furnished  with   all 


672 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


necessary  improvements,  good  buildings  and  other 
accessories  to  tlie  model  farm.  lie  votes  with  the 
Republican  |)arty  and  has  licld  a  number  of  official 
positions,  proving  a  faithful  and  competent  officer. 
While  residing  in  Clermont  he  served  as  M.ayor. 
The  cause  of  education  finds  in  him  a  warm  friend 
and  he  cheerfully  does  what  he  can  for  its  advance- 
ment. Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  Clermont  Lodge 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Clermont  Chapter  of  Cler- 
mont, and  of  Langridge  Commandery  No.  17,  K.  T. 
of  "West  I'nion.  In  religious  belief  he  holds  the 
opinion  of  the  Methodist  people  and  his  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  church  of  that  denomination  in 
Clermont. 

Their  family  number.s  four  childroii:  Hattie,  a 
graduate  of  tlie  Clermont  High  Sciiool  is  now 
engaged  in  teaching;  Lee  is  a  student  in  the  Upper 
Iowa  University,  and  Freddie  and  Amy  are  attend- 
ing school  in  the  home  district.  Mr.  Dibble  has 
been  a  witness  of  almost  the  entire  growth  of  the 
county,  has  seen  the  wild  prairies  transformed  into 
rich  and  fertile  farms,  pioneer  homes  replaced  by 
commodious  and  substantial  residences  and  the 
work  of  progress  and  develoi)nient  carried  forward 
until  one  may  feel  it  an  honor  to  have  been  identi- 
fied with  it  during  all  these  ^ears. 


"iSJ  S.  WEEKS,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  on 
section  23,  Oran  Township,  is  a  representa- 
tive of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  the 
county  where  lie  has  resided  since  his  sev- 
enth year.  The  d.ays  of  his  boyhood  and  3-outh 
were  here  passed  and  Fayette  County  has  wit- 
nessed his  manhood's  struggles.  He  was  born  in 
(iilnianton,  N.  IL,  June  10,  1851,  and  is  a  son  of 
D.  W.  and  B.  W.  (Fifield)  AVeeks.  The  Weeks 
family  is  of  English  origin  while  the  Fifield  family 
is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  Steplien  Weeks  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  served  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War.  His  father.  D.  W.,  was  born  in  New 
Hampshire,  Feljruary  22,  1809,  and  in  that  State 
married  Miss  Fifield  who  was  born  in  1817.  In 
the  spring  of  1857  they  emigrated  to  Fayette 
(^punty,  Iowa,  locating  in  Oran  Township  where  be 


made  his  home  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1886.  He  was  a  prominent  and  iiiHuential  citizen. 
During  the  early  history  of  the  county  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  he  served  as  Postmaster  of  Oran,  and  in 
l)()litics  was  a  stalwart  Republican.  His  wife,  a  most 
estimable  lad^-,  died  in  1888.  Four  children  survive 
thein:  Mrs.  iNLary  Sanborn,  of  Buchanan  County ; 
Mrs.  Fannie  Codling,  of  Oran  Township;  ,1.  S.,  of 
this  sketch,  and  Ella  M.  who  resides  with  her 
brother;  Lyman,  the  third  child,  enlisted  in  Fayette 
County,  Iowa,  in  the  Forty-seventh  Infantry  for 
one  hundred  days'  service,  was  taken  sick  with  the 
ine.asles,  after  which  he  took  the  chronic  diarrhea 
wliich  disease  terminated  his  life. 

Entering  the  district  schools  of  the  community 
.1.  S.  Weeks  acquired  a  fair  knowledge  of  the  Eng- 
lish branches  and  then  gave  his  attention  to  farm- 
ing, which  he  has  made  his  life  work.  In  Buchanan 
County  in  1889  he  was  united  in  niairiagc  with 
Jiiss  Nellie  Bowdish,  a  native  of  Kane  County,  III., 
and  a  daughter  of  John  and  Miranda  (Houghton) 
I5f)WQish,  who  were  natives  of  the  Empire  .State, 
the  father  born  January  1,  1820,  and  the  mother 
in  1816.  They  were  married  in  New  York  an<l  in 
1854  emigrated  lo  Kane  County,  111.,  where  Mr. 
liowdish  followed  farming  until  May,  1871.  when 
he  came  with  liis  family  to  Fayette  County  and 
settled  in  Oran  Township.  Afterward  he  removed 
to  Biicbanan  County.  His  death  occurred  January 
2,  1884,  and  his  wife  is  still  living  in  Buchanan 
County. 

Mr.  Weeks  is  now  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  arable  land  on  sections  23  and  21, 
Oran  Township,  constituting  one  of  the  best  farms 
in  the  commnnity.  The  sister  Ella  N.  owns  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  which  our  subject  has 
charge  of.  He  is  an  enterprising  ivud  progressive 
young  man  who  has  won  the  confidence  and  respect 
of  neighbors  and  friends  b}'  an  upright  life.  He 
supports  the  Re|)iiblican  party  and  is  a  warm 
friend  to  education,  willingly  doing  what  he  can 
for  the  cause.  He  takes  a  commendable^nterest  in 
everything  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  county 
and  is  a  wortlij'  representative  of  its  pioneer  set- 
tlers. Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  holding  membership  with  the 
organization  that  meets  at  Wilson  School.    Mr.  and 
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Mis.  Weeks  liave  no  children  of  their  own;  they 
hail  reeentlN'  adopted  a  child,  Carl  Weeks,  vvhicli 
(leatli  claimed  .lanuary  25,  1891.  Mr.  Weeks  has 
a  power  windmill  which  he  uses  for  grinding  feed 
and  sawing  wood. 


ILLIAM  H.  CLEMENTS,  proprietor  of 
P^lll  the  St.  Cloud  Hotel,  of  Brush  Creek,  has 
^  the  honor  of  being  a  native-born  citizen  of 
Iowa.  His  birth  occurred  in  Clayton  County,  Sep- 
tember 3,  18ofi,  his  parents  being  Henderson  and 
Margaret  (Woods)  Clements.  In  a  manner  not 
unliice  tiiat  of  most  farmer  lac's  he  was  reared  to 
manliood.  The  scholastic  training  wiiich  he  re- 
ceived was  very  linaited  but  by  private  &Uv\y  he 
prei)arcd  himself  for  teaching  and  for  five  terms 
foUowed  that  profession  with  good  success.  Ho 
was  only  two  years  old  at  the  time  of  the  removal 
of  tlie  family  lo  this  countj',  hence  almost  his  en- 
tire life  has  here  been  spent.  In  earlier  years  he 
devoted  his  energies  to  farming  in  the  summer 
months  and  in  the  winter  season  to  school  teacliing. 
In  Brusii  Creek,  February  15,  1881,  Mr.  Clements 
was  married  to  Miss  .lessie  C.  Mauson,  daughter  of 
Walter  and  Jane  (Uattr.ay)  Manson,  botli  of  whom 
wore  natives  of  Scotland.  Bidding^good-liy  to  tlieir 
old  home  in  1851  they  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic  to 
America  and  located  at  Dubuque.  Later  they  en- 
gaged in  keeping  hotel  in  Rockdale,  a  suburb  of 
Dubuque.  About  1862  they  came  to  this  countj- 
and  after  a  residence  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  here 
removed  in  1887  to  Kingman,  Kan.,  where  Ihej- 
still  reside.  Mr.  Manson  was  born  June  9,  1830, 
and  his  wife  on  the  18th  of  June,  1833,  and  bolli 
are  believers  in  the  Presbyterian  faith.  In  tlieir 
family  are  six  children,  three  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters, of  whom  Mrs.  Clements  is  tliird.  She  was 
born  in  Rockdale,  Iowa,  February  15,  1860,  and 
for  five  years  prior  to  her  marriage  engaged  in 
leaching.  She  is  a  lady  of  culture,  highly  educated 
and  carefully  looks  after  the  interests  and  comfort 
of  the  guests  of  the  St.  Cloud  Hotel.  Two  children 
have  been  born  of  their  union — Walter  II.  February 
19,  1883,  and  Margaret  J.  May  29,  1886. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clements  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  his  farm  in  Illyria  Towoshij),  which  he  oper- 
ated for  two  years  when]  he  purchased  a  farm^on 
sections  II  and  1  2,  Fairliold  Township,  comprising 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  On  the  25th  of 
August,  1890,  he  took  possession  of  the  St.  Cloud 
Hotel  in  Brush  Creek  and  in  connection  with  this 
carries  on  a  livery.  He  jhas  now  been  proprietor 
of  the  hotel  but]a  short  time,  yet  his  management 
thus  far  jiistilies  us  in  the  belief  that  he  will  be 
successful  in  that  enterprise.  He  has  now  resided 
in  the  county  for  thirty  two  j'ears  and  is  a  worthy 
citizen,  respected  by  those  who  know  him.  Politi- 
cally, he  is  a  Republican  and  in  social  relations  is 
an  Odd  Follow  and  Woodman.  His  [larents  found 
religious  fellowship  in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 


^^s^-'  — : 


# 


^^^EORGE  P.  SCOBEY,  of  the  firm  of 
I'll  (— -,  Taylor  &  Farr,  dealers  in  horses  ai 
^^^    live  stock,  is  a  resident  of  Fayet 


EORGE  P.  SCOBEY,  of  the  firm  of  Scobey, 

and  other 
tte.     The 

lirm  has  an  olfice  in  West  Union,  and  also  in  Fay- 
ette. Mr.  Scubey  was  born  in  Litchfield  County, 
Conn.,  April  27,  1851,  and  is  a  son  of  Z.  D.  and 
Eleanor  E.  (Anderson)  Scobey,  a  skctcli  of  whom 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  With  them  he 
came  to  Iowa,  in  March,  1859,  and  the  succeeding 
tenyeais  of  his  life  were  spent  in  Delaware  County, 
when  the  familj-  came  to  Faj'otte.  His  education 
was  acquired  in  the  Upiier  Iowa  Ihiiversitj-,  after 
which  for  three  years  he  was  employed  as  mer- 
chant's clerk  in  Fayette,  and  then  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising in  that  town  for  himself  in  company 
with  his  brother,  C.  R.  A.  Scobey,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Scobey  Brothers,  which  connection  con- 
tinued some  seven  or  eight  years,  when  they  sold 
out.  Mr.  Scobey  then  engaged  in  his  present  busi- 
ness and  formed  the  existing  partnership  with 
Messrs.  Taylor  &  Farr,  in  1887.  This  firm  does 
the  largest  live  stock  business  of  any  in  the  coun- 
try. Their  annual  business  amounts  to  -15250,000 
and  upwards.  In  addition  lo  their  usual  shipping 
trade,  thej'  import  and  keep  constantly  on  hand  a 
number   of   fine  Norman  and  French  coach  stocl^ 
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horses.  Mr.  Scobey  is  the  resident  partner  at  Fay- 
ette, and  does  nuieh  of  tlie  business  of  the  firm  at 
home  and  in  Eastern  markets. 

On  May.  21,  1673,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mattie  E.  Boyce,  who  was  born  in  Plain- 
field,  Carroll  County,  111.,  May  9,  1852,  and  with 
her  parents,  Joseph  E.  and  Mary  (Titsworth)  Boyce 
came  to  Fayette,  which  has  since  been  her  home. 
Her  mother  died  Septeml)er  21,  1882.  Her  father 
survives  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Sioux  Falls,  S.  D. 
Four  children,  three  sons  and  a  daughter,  grace  the 
union  of  Mr.  ahd  Mrs.  Scobey:  Kdmund  B.,  born 
April  10,  1876;  Mary  Eleanor,  March  23,  IS78; 
Ciiarles  Wilbur,  April  28,  1881  ;  and  Frank  Henry, 
April  1,  1883.  All  were  born  in  Fayette.  The 
parents  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  ill  which  Mr.  Scobey  is  a  Trustee,  and  liotli 
are  actively  identified  with  church  work.  In  poli- 
tics lie  is  an  earnest  Republican,  and  has  served  two 
terms  as  Maj'or  of  Fayette.  Socially  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Pleiades  Lodge,  No.  248,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
and  of  Ansel  Humphreys  Chapter,  No.  80,  R.  A.  M. 
He  has  been  a  resident  of  Fayette  continually  since 
1869,  and  for  many  yeavs  has  been  known  as  a 
prominent  and  respected  business  man  of  the 
county. 


::iE  BANK  OF  AVEST  UNION  was  incor- 
porated  March  12,  1883,  the  certificates  of 
:-J/J  the  Auditor  of  State  being  issued  on  the 
10th  of  July  following.  The  autiiorize<l  capital  is 
§100,01,'),  and  it  has  a  paid  up  capital  of  §91,000. 
Tlie  incorporators  were  A.  Rawson,  .lohn  Jamison, 
G.  II.  Thomas,  J.  H.  Lakin,  J.  B.  Green,  William 
A.  Hoyt,  William  Larrabee,  F.  Y.  Wliitmore  ami 
O.  B.  Dodd.  The  above  named  gentlemen  con- 
stituted the  first  Board' of  Directors,  and  the  pres- 
ent board  is  the  same  with  the  exception  of  the 
omission  of  the  names  of  A.  Rawson,  .).  B.  (ircen 
and  J.  II.  Lakin,  and  t!ie  addition  of  William 
Colb}',  J.ay  M.  Stevenson  and  James  Graham.  The 
oflicers  at  first  were:  President,  .loliii  Jamison; 
A'ice-President,  J.  II.  Lakin;  and  Cashier,  F.  Y. 
Wliitmore,  and  continue  the  same  except  V'ice- 
President  G.  II.  Thomas  having  succeeded  J.    11. 


Lakin.  The  amount  of  annual  deposits  reach  in 
round  nnmbers  to  §1 10,000.  The  business  is  largely 
co;nmeicial.  Tlie  sur|)lus  and  i)rofils,  after  (laying 
a  semi-annual  dividend  of  four  per  cent,  is  to  (bite 
§5,000.  The  bank  building  is  the  property  of  llie 
bank,  and  was  built  by  the  corporation.  The  bank 
has  done  a  conservative  and  (irosperous   business. 


H-^^- 


ACOB  0.  HOOVER  is  one  of  the  best  known 
and  oldest  business  men  in  years  of  service 
in  Brush  Creek,  his  oiieralions  as  a  mer- 
chant in  this  place  covering  a  period  of 
twenty-one  years.  He  well  deserves  a  represenl- 
ation  in  this  volume  where  are  recorded  sketches 
of  the  lives  of  tlie  pioneers  and  prominent  citizens 
of  Fayette  County.  The  Hoover  family  about 
1740  emigrated  from  Holland  to  America  and 
effected  a  settlement  in  Southeastern  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  .John  P. 
1).  Hoover,  was  a  substantial  farmer  of  the  Key- 
stone State  and  an  old-time  Democrat.  His  son 
George,  father  of  Jacob,  was  born  in  Franklin 
County,  Pa.,  January  19,  1817,  and  though  reared 
under  Democratic  influences  he  was  a  strong  Whig 
and  afterward  a  stanch  Republican.  When  about 
eleven  j'ears  of  age  he  accomi):uiied  his  parents  to 
Cumberland  Count}',  Pa.,  where  he  became  ac- 
quainted with  and  married  Nancy,  daughter  uf 
Frederick  and  Barbara  (Garver)  Gantz,  who  was 
born  in  that  count}'  October  23,  1815.  Her  great- 
grandfather, a  German  by  birth,  was  the  founder 
of  the  family  in  America.  He  was  bound  out  to 
pay  his  passage,  but  afterward  settled  in  Daiipliln 
County,  Pa.,  and  became  quite  wealthy.  The 
father  of  Mrs.  Hoover  emigrated  to  Cumberland 
County,  Pa.,  where  he  successfully  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, being  of  excellent  business  judgment.  He  had 
eight  children,  one  son  and  seven  daughters,  but 
the  sou  was  killed  by  a  sandbank  falling  in  upon 
hira.  George  and  his  wife  spent  their  last  days  in 
Cumberland  County.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  and  was  a  well-to-do 
fanner.  Mrs.  Hoover  died  March  9,  1855,  leaving 
two  children — William  II.  and  .lacob  O.    After  her 
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death  the  father  married  Mrs.  Catherine  J.  Faiior, 
by  whom  he  had  a  son,  George  T5.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years.     His  death  occurred  in  1875. 

Jacob  O.  Hoover,  the'subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  in  Cumberland  County  June  8,  1848,  and 
until  fourteen  years  of  age  spent  his  time  at  work 
upon  his  father's  farm  and  in  the  district  schools 
where  lie  acquired  a  knowledge  of  tiie  common 
branches  of  learning.  Since  fifteen  years  of  age 
he  has  been  doing  for  himself,  and  whatever  suc- 
cess has  attended  him  may  be  attributed  to  his  own 
iiuiustry,  perseverance  and  good  management.  In 
!8()3  he  engaged  to  drive  a  team  for  the  Govern- 
ment and  soon  afterward  enlisted  at  Louisville  in 
the  Third  Kentucky  State  Artillery  but  two  montiis 
later  was  rejected  on  account  of  age  and  size. 
Having  spent  some  nine  months  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  ho  went  to  Illinois  and  in  Sei)tember,  1864, 
again  enlisted,  becoming  a  member  of  Company 
C,  Seventeenth  Illinois  Cavahy.  At  t!ie  end  of 
sixty  days  his  services  were  again  declined  on 
account  of  his  youthfulness.  From  the  time  he 
was  tiiirteen  years  old  it  was  his  great  desire  to 
join  the  army.  Baffled  in  every  attempt,  he  came 
lo  Brush  Creek  in  the  autumn  of  1864,  and  after 
working  for  a  time  on  a  farm  entered  the  I'ppor 
Iowa  University  determined  to  overcome  the  dis- 
advantages of  his  meagre  education.  He  next  en- 
gaged in  teaching  for  two  terms,  after  which  he 
joined  his  brother  in  tiie  mercantile  business  Se[>- 
temlter  1.  1869,  since  which  time  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  firm  continuously  but  has  bad  sev- 
eral different  partners.  They  Ijegan  with  a  small 
stock  wiiicli  has  been  increased  to  meet  the  in- 
crcasng  demand  until  now  it  is  conceded  tiiat  the 
Hoover  brothers  carry  the  largest  stock  in  town. 
They  are  honorable  and  upright,  obliging  and  ever 
attentive  to  business,  and  no  firm  in  the  county 
stands  higher  in  tiie  respect  of  llie  citizens  and 
few  liave  been  more  successful. 

Mr.  Hoover  has  been  twice  married.  He  first 
wedded  Alice  I.  Gates  on  the  1st  of  Februaiy, 
1870.  This  lady  was  a  native  of  Rome,  N.  Y..  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  Gates,  and  her  death  occurred 
()ct(jber  16,  1879.  On  the  24tli  of  April,  1882,  he 
married  Miss  Anna  Franke,  who  was  born  near 
Berlin,  Germany,  March  16,  18o9,  and   when   four 


years  old  crossed  the  water  with  her  aunt,  brother 
and  sister,  they  locating  in  Dubuque,  Iowa.  Her 
parents  died  in  Germany  when  she  was  three  years 
old.  By  this  marriage  two  children  have  been 
born — the  eldest,  a  daughter,  Mabel,  born  Maj- 
16,  188.3,  died  May  28,  1883;  and  Ernest  F. 

Until  1888  Mr.  Hoover  adiliated  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  but  since  that  time  has  worked 
with  the  Proliibition  party,  believing  the  princi- 
ples which  it  advocates  to  be  of  more  benefit  to 
the  general  pulilic  than  those  which  are  to  be 
found  in  the  platforms  of  the  other  parties.  For 
eleven  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  Upper  Iowa  University;  since  its 
organization  he  has  been  Secretary  of  the  Fayette 
County  Temperance  Alliance;  and  is  Secretarj-  of 
the  Fayette  County  Sunday-school  Association. 
He  is  an  honored  member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen  and  Modern  Woodmen  and  is 
Steward  in  the  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
Brush  Creek,  to  wliich  his  wife  also  belongs.  In 
all  the  movements  that  tend  to  make  society  bet- 
ter he  takes  a  praiseworthy  interest,  supporting 
them  by  his  infiuence  and  means.  He  gives  lib- 
erally to  charitable  and  bunevolt-iit  works,  identi- 
fies himself  with  educational  and  moral  interests 
and  ever  takes  a  stand  for  the  right.  As  will  be 
seen,  to  the  benefit  of  Brush  Creek,  he  there 
makes  his  home,  and  the  citizens  of  that  town  and 
surrounding  country  give  him  their  highest  regard 
and  confidence. 

OHN  HOSFORD,  of  Clermont,  was  born  in 
Franklin  County,  N.  Y.,  December  1  7,  1  821 
and  is  a  son  of  John  and  lle[)sy  (Gilbert) 
(^J)  Hosford.  His  grandfather,  Roger  Hosford, 
wedded  Mary  Brown  and  had  nine  children  of 
whom  the  father  of  our  subject  was  third.  He  was 
born  October  24,  1784,  in  Vermont,  and  after  his 
marriage  removed  to  Franklin  County,  N.  Y.. 
becoming  early  settlers  of  that  place.  He  served  in 
the  War  of  1812,  and  in  i>olities  was  an  old-line 
Whig.  He  died  April  18,  1875,  in  his  ninety-first 
year  and  the  death  of  his  wife  occurred  October  22, 
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1862.  In  their  f.ninily  were  ten  children,  four  of 
whom  are  living:  Mrs.  Betsj-  Bilibens,  of  St.  Law- 
rence Countv,  N.  Y. ;  Mrs.  Di.antiia  (loodrich.  of 
Clermont;  Mrs.  Cynthia  Tanlin,  of  Clermont:  and 
John. 

Our  subject  was  the  ninth  child.  lie  spent  his 
'early  life  on  a  farm  and  acquired  his  education  in 
the  district  schools.  On  attaining  his  majority  he 
began  farming  on  his  own  account  and  in  his  native 
State  was  ncarricd  .Alarch  22,  1843,  to  Chloe  J. 
Martin,  who  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  jNIarch 
22,  1821,  and  is  a  danghtcrof  Andrew  and  Hannah 
(Fuller)  Martin,  the  former  a  native  of  Connect- 
icut and  the  latter  of  Providence,  R.  I.  They  were 
married  in  ^^ermont,  whence  thej'  removed  to 
Franklin  County,  N.  Y.,  where  the  mother  died  in 
hor  sixtieth  year.  Ilcr  father,  who  served  as  a 
s  jldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  died  in  this  county  in 
his  eighty -sixth  year.  Both  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church  and  in  early  life  he  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat but  later  became  a  l»e|)ul)lican.  In  their 
family  were  twelve  children,  the  wife  of  our  subject 
being  the  eleventh  in  order  of  birth. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Ilosford  eng.agcd  in  fai'm- 
ing  in  Franklin  County,  N.  V.,  until  1852,  when  he 
sailed  from  New  York  City  tlirough  the  Straits  of 
IMagellan  to  San  Francisco,  Cnl.  At  Talcahauna 
Bay  on  the  coast  of  Chili  they  stopped  for  supplies 
and  during  the  night  a  severe  storm  arose  wjiich 
drove  the  ship  on  a  reef  of  rocks.  It  narrowly 
escaped  destruction  and  they  at  length  reached  their 
destination  after  five  months  sailing.  Mr.  Ilosford 
found  that  he  onl^'  had  seventy-five  cents  left. 
After  working  in  the  gold  mines  some  eight  months 
he  was  emplo3ed  on  a  farm  for  -SlOOand  board  per 
month.  In  1853,  he  returned  by  way  of  the  Pan- 
ama route  to  New  '^'ork,  and  the  following  year 
came  to  this  county,  taking  up  his  residence  in 
Clermont.  In  1855,  he  built  the  first  brick  house 
in  the  place,  living  in  one  end  of  the  building  and 
doing  business  in  the  other.  In  1875,  he  bought 
the  home  residence  of  e.x-tJov.  Lai-rabee  where  he 
is  still  living.  He  owns  about  one  hiuidred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  adjoining  Clermont  and  is  in 
comfortable  circumstances. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hosford  have  been  born  four 
children:  Henry  G.,thc  eldest,  first  wedded  l^lmira 


Wassen,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  Mrs.  Bertha 
.Shiplon  and  KIniira.  By  his  second  wife,  who  was 
formerly-  Emma  Harmer,  he  has  three  children, 
.John,  Lizzie  and  Harry;  De  Witt  C.  died  at  the  age 
of  three  years;  KUen  I.,  died  in  her  eighteenth 
\ear;  and  Flora  D.,  died  in  her  fourteenth  3'ear. 
.Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Hosford  are  members  of  the  Metho- 
dist Church,  of  wliich  he  is  Recording  Steward.  A 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  he  has  for  six- 
teen years  been  .Instice  of  the  I'eace  and  served 
several  terms  as  Townsliip  Trustee.  He  has  made 
what  he  has  by  close  attention  to  business  and  well 
deserves  the  success  which  has  crowned  his  efforts. 
His  residence  in  Clermont  covers  a  [leriod  of  thirtj-- 
six  years  and  he  is  widely  and  favorably  known 
among  her  citizens. 


^^^^^-*— 


I  AMES  SMITH,  one  of  the  i)ioneer  settlers  of 
Smithfield  Township,  came  to  this  county 
from  Ohio  in  1854  and  locating  u])on  the 
wild  and  uncultivated  prairies  has  been  a 
witness  of  almost  the  entire  development  of  the 
count}'.  He  luas  also  been  instrumental  in  the  pro- 
motion of  many  of  its  leading  enterprises  and  the 
township  in  which  he  resides  is  named  in  his  honor. 
He  was  born  in  New  .Jersey  in  Februar}-,  181 G,  and 
is  the  youngest  of  four  children  whose  parents  are 
Hector  and  Sophia  (Clark)  Smith  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  Smith  family  is  of 
Hollan<l  origin,  was  founded  in  America  during  the 
Colonial  days  and  several  of  its  members  served  in 
the  Revolutionary  War.  The  Clark  family  also  took 
a  prominent  jiart  in  Colonial  history  and  Abraham 
Clark,  the  gieat-grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence. By  trade  Hector  Smith  was  a  blacksmith 
and  in  New  .Jerse}'  he  followed  that  occupation 
until  his  death  which  occurred  in  1817;  his  wife 
survived  him  many  years.  She  came  to  this  county 
in  1851  !ind  died  on  the  25th  of  .January,  18G5. 
Two  children  of  their  f;imily  are  yet  living — Maria, 
wife  of  William  Ross  who  resides  near  Yorktown, 
Dak.,  and  .lames. 

In  the  county  of  his    nativity    our    subject  was 
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reared  to  manliood  and  in  tlio  schools  of  his  neigli- 
borhood  acquired  his  education.  At  the  age  of 
eigliteen  he  started  westward  and  locating  in  Carroll 
Count}',  Ohio,  engaged  in  fanning,  developing  a 
farm  from  land  hitherto  uncultivated.  In  that 
county  in  1837  he  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss 
Mary  .lane  Morrison,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Jane  (Montgomery)  Mor- 
rison. Her  parents  were  natives  of  Ireland  and  in 
1819  crossed  tiie  Atlantic  to  America,  locating  in 
Pent.sylvania,  whence  in  the  spring  of  1821  they 
removed  to  Carroll  County,  Ohio.  Her  father  was 
a  farmer  and  followed  tliat  pursuit  in  Carroll 
County  until  hi.s  death  in  January,  1842.  His  wife 
died  in  the  same  county  sixeeen  years  previous. 

Upon  his  marriage  Mr.  Smith  began  preparations 
for  tlie  development  of  a  farm.  Clearing  the  land 
of  trees  and  stumps,  plowing  and  )ilanting,  he  soon 
had  quite  a  tract  under  cultivation,  but  in  1854 
severed  his  business  connections  in  the  Buckeye 
State  and  came  westward.  He  chose  Iowa  as  the 
scene  of  his  future  labors  and  settled  in  what  was 
Westlield  Precinct,  Fayette  County,  which  con- 
tained the  land  now  constituting  four  townships. 
Little  then  had  been  done  toward  the  development 
of  the  prairie  and  almost  tlie  entire  county  was  yet 
in  its  |)rimitive  condition.  Mr.  Smith  had  to  haul 
the  lumber  for  his  house  a  great  distance  and  it 
was  no  easy  task  in  those  days  to  go  to  market. 
He  kei)t  a  tavern  which  was  the  landmark  for  the 
emigrants  traveling  toward  the  north  and  north- 
west. For  the  third  time  he  performed  the  ardu- 
ous  task  of  transforming  wild  prairie  land  into  a 
tract  of  rich  fertility.  He  obtained  eleven  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  land  and  by  industry, 
perseverance,  economy  and  faithfulness  to  his 
chosen  vocation  of  farming  he  has  acquired  a 
handsome  competence.  Although  much  of  his 
land  he  has  since  disposed  of,  he  now  owns  four 
huadred  and  fifty  acres  in  Smithfield  Townshii), 
sui)plied  with  all  the  modern  improvements  and 
conveniences. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  been  born  nine 
children,  five  of  whom  are  yet  living:  William  died 
in  Carroll  County,  Ohio,  March  4,  1838;  Jane  born 
May  13,  1839,  is  at  home;  Sophia  Z.  is  now  Mrs. 
Shirley,  of  Winnebago  County,  III,;  John  M.,  born 


July  4,  1843,  died  March  10,  1887,  leaving  a 
widow  and  one  child;  Rose,  born  May  5,  1845,  is. 
now  Mrs.  Evanson,  of  Fairfield  Township;  Mary 
died  July  28,  1850;  Harriet,  born  July  22,  1851, 
died  in  1854,  in  Franklin  County,  Ohio;  James  H., 
born  June  11,  1855,  resides  at  home,  and  Charles 
F.  was  born  August  25,  1858. 

The  two  last  named  constitute  the  firm  of  Smith 
Bros.,  who  in  partnersliip  carry  on  the  farm  and 
engage  extensively  in  raising  fine  stock.  In  cat- 
tle they  are  making  a  specialty  of  the  Durham 
breed  and  their  horses  are  high  grades  of  English- 
shire,  llambletonian  and  Clydesdale.  Thej'  have 
a  six-months  colt  of  the  Englishshire  breed  weigh- 
ing eiglit  hundred  pounds  and  are  owners  of  a  fine 
team  which  for  the  past  two  years  has  taken  first 
money  at  the  District  Fair.  The  Smith  farm  is 
noted  for  the  excellent  grade  of  stock  found  thereon 
and  the  members  of  the  firm  have  gained  a  wide 
reputation.  Both  are  leading  business  men  and 
rei)resentative  citizens  of  the  community.  Both  are 
members  anil  supporters  of  the  Republican  party 
and  Charles  is  Chairman  of  the  Republican  Com- 
mittee in  Smithfield  Township. 

James  Smith,  Sr.,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
well  deserves  a  place  in  the  history  of  his  adopted 
county  among  its  worthy  citizens  and  time-honored 
pioneers,  for  probably  no  man  in  the  community 
has  done  more  for  the  upbuilding  of  town  and 
county  than  he,  or  felt  a  deeper  interest  in  Its  ad- 
vancement and  progress.  He  is  one  of  the  organ- 
izers of  Smithfield  Township,  which  as  before 
stated  was  named  in  his  honor  and  every  enterprise 
calculated  to  advance  the  general  welfare  has 
received  his  heart}'  sup|)orl  and  co-operation. 


SJSRAEL  BEARE,  a  pioneer  of  Iowa  of  1854 
l{  and  now  a  leading  farmer  of  Jefferson  Town- 
'li  ship,  Fayette  County,  was  born  and  reared  in 
Westmoreland  County,  Pa.  His  birth  occurred  on 
the  3d  of  June,  1831,  and  his  parents  were  John 
and  Mary  (Sober)  Beare.  His  father  was  born  in 
York  County,   Pa.,   February  28,    1791,  and  died 
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April  9,  1851.  The  mother,  who  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  August  13,  1801, and  w.is  a  daughter 
of  George  and  Margaret  Sober,  departed  this  life 
on  the  7lli  of  Seiiteniber,  1863.  On  both  sides  Mr. 
Beare's  ancestors  are  of  German  origin  and  date  tlieir 
settlement  in  Pennsylvania  back  to  Colonial  times, 
several  generations  remote  from  the  present.  They 
are  a  long-lived  race  and  ninety  years  or  more  is 
not  an  unusual  age  among  them.  Mr.  Beare's 
maternal  gramlfallier  died  at  the  ago  of  ninet}'- 
eiglit  years,  eight  moiitlis  and  twelve  days,  and  on 
tiie  fallier's  side  the  grandfather  was  nearly  as 
old. 

The  subject  of  this  sketcli  is  the  eighth  child  in 
a  family  of  eleven,  the  eldest  of  whom,  George,  was 
born  December  28,  1817,  married  Margaret  How- 
ard and  died  March  13,  18G1;  Catherine,  who  was 
born  September  21,  1819,  died  ininfanc3-;  Susanna 
was  born  May  3,  1821 ;  Daniel,  born  December  27, 
1822,  married  Margaret  Ashbaugh  and  resides  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Pennsylvania;  John,  born 
November  28,  1824,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-four 
years;  Simon,  born  October  6,  1826,  died  at  the 
age  of  thirty-three  years;  Margaret,  born  May  17, 
1829,  w.as  the  wife  of  Samuel  Howard  and  died 
aged  fifty-four  years;  Israel  is  the  next  younger; 
John  Henry,  born  September  17,  1833,  died  in 
infancy;  Elizabetii,  born  .lune  21,  1835,  is  unmar- 
ried and  lives  in  the  Keystone  Stati? ;  William,  born 
February  5,  1841,  died  in  childhood.  All  were 
born  in  Pennsylvania. 

Israel  Beare.  whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  was 
reared  to  agricultural  luirsuits  and  received  a  com- 
mon-school education.  On  attaining  to  mature 
years  he  was  married  in  his  native  county  January 
21,  1860,  to  ]\Iiss  Susannah  Younkms,  a  daughter 
of  Jacob  and  Klizabeth  (Frederick)  Younkins. 
The  lad}-  was  born  in  Westmoreland  County,  Jan- 
uary 31,  1838.  But  f(Mir  of  the  ten  cliildrcn  born 
of  their  union  are  now  living:  Anna  Mary,  the 
eldest,  born  May  22,  1861,  is  the  wife  of  Luther 
.lipsou,  of  Jefferson  Townshii);  Daniel  born  Jan- 
uary 6,  1863,  died  September  22,  186,t:  Cordilla, 
born  October  16.  1864,  is  the  wife  of  Daniel  S. 
Iliilman,  a  resident  of  Jefferson  Township;  Will- 
i.un,  liorn  October  17,  1866,  died  on  the  13th  of 
Septerabei-,    1868;     Kverett,    born     December    22, 


1868,  is  at  home;  Jay,  born  March  27,  1871,  died 
January  25,  1878;  Ray.  born  March  21,  1873,  died 
November  4,  1876;  Ida.  born  August  23,  1875, 
died  January  18.  1877;  John,  born  July  17,  1878, 
died  August  5,  of  the  same  year;  and  Nettie,  the 
youngest,  whn  was  born  February  8,  1880,  is  a 
student  in  the  Oelwein  citj-  schools. 

Mr.  Beare  emigrated  to  Iowa  in  1851,  arriving 
at  his  destination  on  the  1st  of  March,  of  that  year. 
He  located  near  Meehanicsville,  Cedar  County,  and 
thence  subsequently  removed  to  Lisbon,  Linn 
County,  in  1858,  adjacent  to  his  former  place  of 
residence.  On  the  1st  of  January,  1861,  he  settled 
on  his  present  farm,  where  he  has  resided  continu- 
ously since.  He  now  owns  a  finely  improved  tract 
of  land  of  two  hundred  and  two  acres  situated  on 
.section  22,  Jefferson  Township,  conveniently  near 
Oelwein,  where  he  receives  his  mail.  (Jn  account 
of  impaired  health  ilr.  Beare  went  to  the  moun- 
tains of  Montana  and  Idaho  in  April,  1864,  and 
also  visited  British  America.  He  was  engaged  in 
gold  and  silver  mining  and  returned  home  in  June, 
1865,  much  improved  in  health.  In  politics  he  is 
an  independent  Democrat.  He  was  brought  up 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  but  is 
rather  liberal  in  his  religious  views.  His  wife  is  a 
member  of  tiie  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Beare 
is  well  known  .as  an  industrious  and  successful 
farmer,  a  man  of  superior  intelligence  and  of  un- 
blemisheil  character.  He  is  social  and  friendly 
in  disposition  and  no  man's  cnera}'  through  an)' 
fault  of  his. 


(^^  AMUEL    HOLMES,    who    is   engaged     in 

^^^    farming  and    stock-raising  on   section   12, 

(ll/_Jj)  Center  Township,  is  a  native  of  the  Emjjire 

State.     He  was  born  in  Rensselear  County. 

N.  Y.,  in  1829,  and  is  of  Irish  descent.     His  jiar- 

ents,    William    and    IJachel    (Thompson)    Holmes, 

were  natives  of  the  Emerald  Isle.     In  1818,  when 

a  3-oung  man,  William   Holmes  bade  good-bye  to 

the  old  country  and    sailed    for   the  United   States, 

locating    in    New    York.       Ho    there    formed    the 

acquaintance  of  Miss  'I'hompson.  whom  he  married, 
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after  which  he  devoted  himself  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. In  the  western  part  of  New  York  he  fol- 
lowed farming  until  1868,  which  year  witnessed 
his  arrival  in  Fayette  County,  Iowa.  For  four- 
teen years  he  continued  an  honored  and  respected 
citizen  of  this  communitj',  and  died  in  1884,  sur- 
viving his  wife  some  twelve  years.  He  took  quite 
an  active  part  in  local  political  affairs  and  was 
widel}'  known  tliroughout  the  community.  Of  tlie 
family  the  following  children  are  now  living: 
Samuel,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch;  Margaret, 
now  Mrs.  Claxton,  of  Fayette;  and  David  A.,  wiio 
is  married  and  resides  in  Center  Township. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  farm 
life  and  at  an  early  age  began  work  on  the  old 
homestead  in  New  York.  His  education  was  ac- 
quired in  the  common  schools  of  that  State  and  on 
its  completion  he  engaged  in  teaching  for  a  time. 
He  also  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he 
followed  in  connection  with  tlie  teacher's  profession 
until  coming  West.  He  has  made  his  home  in  Iowa 
since  188j,and  with  tlie  history  of  Fayette  Count}' 
liiis  been  prominently  identified.  He  embarked 
upon  his  business  career  in  the  West  as  salesman  in 
a  general  mercantile  establishment  of  Westfield, 
.■iiid  later,  huying  out  his  employer,  he  carried  on 
Ihe  business  for  himself  for  about  four  years. 

Previous  to  leaving  New  York  Mr.  Holmes  was 
married  in  Oneida  County,  in  1859,  to  Rliss  Nancy 
Codner,  a  native  of  the  Empire  State  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Margaret  (Carnegie)  Codner,  both 
of  whom  were  born  in  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y. 
They  are  now  deceased,  having  passed  away  many 
years  ago.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Holmes  returned 
this  county,  bringing  back  with  him  a  stock  of 
merchandise.  He  was  fairly  successful  in  his  ven- 
ture, but  at  length  determined  to  devote  his  ener- 
gies to  farming  and  purchased  an  improved  farm 
of  two  hundred  acres  in  Center  Township  anil  two 
hundred  acres  in  South  Center  Township.  His 
landed  possessions  now  aggregate  five  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  He  is  a  practical  vet 
|)rogressive  farmer  who  keeps  everything  about  his 
place  in  first-class  order  and  is  not  slow  to  adopt 
any  new  methods  or  improvements  of  worth.  He 
gives  considerable  attention  to  the  raising  of  fine 


stock,  making  a  specialty  of  a  high  grade  of  Hol- 
stein  cattle.  He  takes  quite  an  active  part  in 
political  affairs,  voted  the  first  Democratic  ticket 
in  the  townsliip  and  still  supports  that  party.  He 
lias  been  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Township  Clerk  and 
is  now  Secretar}'  of  the  School  Board,  and  in  all 
those  positions  has  faithfully  and  ably  discharged 
his  duties.  Beginning  life  without  capital  save 
industry  and  energy,  he  has  steadily  worked  on, 
overcoming  all  the  obstacles  in  his  path,  until  he  is 
now  numbered  among  the  substantial  citizens  of 
the  community.  His  wife  is  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  in  the  social  world  this  worthy 
couple  is  held  in  high  regard. 

ITnto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holmes  have  been  born  six 
children.  William,  who  is  married  and  resides  in 
Center  Township;  Carrie,  now  Mrs.  Vought,  of 
Center  Township;  Alanson,  James,  Charles  and 
Jay.  Alanson  and  Carrie  are  living  upon  one  of 
their  father's  farms. 


(_,  IRAM  HO  AG  LAND,  deceased.  Of  all  the 
men  whose  lives  have  honored  and  blessed 
Fayette  County,  none  is  more  deserving  of 
mention  than  the  one  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch.  He  was  born  in  Mercer  Count}',  Pa..  Jan- 
uary 13,  1828,  and  was  the  son  of  John  and  Cathe- 
rine (Hull)  Hoagland,  of  whom  comparativcl}-  little 
is  known  save  that  they  were  respected  citizens  of 
that  State.  In  boyhood  Hiram  received  such  schol- 
astic training  as  the  common  schools  of  those  days 
atTiirded.  This  he  supplemented  by  home  study 
and  extensive  reading,  becoming  well  informed  on 
the  leading  questions  of  the  day.  From  his  father, who 
was  a  wheelwright  he  learned  that  trade  to  which 
he  also  added  a  knowledge  of  cabinet  making.  He 
was  a  skilled  workman  as  is  evident  from  the  fact 
that  he  made  his  own  buggy,  wagon  and  furniture. 
On  coming  to  this  county  he  made  his  (irst  chairs 
and   table. 

In  the  county  of  his  nativity  on  the  2:^d  of 
November,  1849,  Mr.  Hoagland  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Elizabeth  D.  Boalo.  a  native  of 
County  Down,   Ireland,   born  September  1l\    1829. 
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Her  parents,  John  and  Grace  (McWlia)  Boale,  were 
also  natives  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  but  of  Scotch 
descent  and  of  Presbyterian  faith.  In  1839  they 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America  in  a  sailing  vessel 
and  soon  after  settled  in  Mercer  C'ounl}%  Pa.,  where 
they  lived  until  1852,  which  year  witnessed  their 
arrival  in  this  county.  They  located  on  a  farm 
two  and  a  half  miles  north  of  West  Union,  contin- 
uing thtre  to  make  their  home  until  death.  The 
husband  and  father  died  in  18.59,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
one  years  and  his  vrife  passed  away  in  1860,  at  the 
of  sixty-three  years.  Of  their  seven  children,  only 
three  are  now  living — Mrs.  Jane  Jamison;  George 
II.,  an  Ohio  fanner;  and  Elizabeth  D.,  wife  of  our 
subject. 

The  j'ear  following  his  marriage,  Mr.  Iloagland 
emigrated  to  (irant  County,  Wis.,  and  in  the  autumn 
of  1850  came  to  Fayette  County,  where  he  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  land  near  Auburn  but  returned  to 
the  Badger  State  to  spend  the  winter.  In  the  spring 
of  1851  he  removed  to  his  farm,  which  he  sold  two 
years  later,  prior  to  engaging  in  mercantile  business 
in  Auburn.  When  the  war  broke  out  be  took  an 
active  part  in  raising  volunteers  and  was  commis- 
sioned June  20,  1861,  as  Captain,  but  owing  to 
impaired  health  was  unable  to  go.  In  1803  he 
disposed  of  his  store  and  purchased  a  farm  on 
which  he  lived  until  his  death.  By  industry  and 
prudent  management  he  increased  his  acreage  to 
six  hundred,  constituting  one  of  the  best  farms  in 
the  county.  On  this  tract  of  land  he  placed  excel- 
lent buildings  such  as  are  necessary  to  a  model  farm 
and  kept  fine  grades  of  stock  in  which  he  took  a 
laudable  pride.  His  interests  also  reached  beyond 
the  farm  and  he  became  associated  in  commercial 
transactions. 

Mr.  UoaghuKl  was  treasurer  and  stockholder  in 
The  Farmers'  Joint  Stock  Company  and  a  stock- 
holder in  the  Citizens'  Savings  Bank  of  Elgin.  lie 
was  a  man  well  known  throughout  the  county  and 
held  in  roganl  in  political  circles,  being  an  ardent 
advocate  of  the  Democratic  party,  which  was 
])leasod  to  honor  him  with  the  nomination  for  many 
oHiccs.  lie  VI as  the  first  Coroner  elected  in  the 
county  and  by  virtue  of  that  position,  on  the  resig- 
nation of  the  Sheriff,  filled  the  latter  office.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  County   Board  of  Supervisors  for 


several  years  and  in  1869  was  elected  Auditor  of 
the  count}'  notwithstanding  he  had  to  oppose  a 
large  Republican  majority. 

In  1879,  our  subject  was  nominated  by  his  party 
for  the  office  of  Representative  to  the  State  Legis- 
lature and  m.ade  a  very  creditable  race  but  it  was 
impossil)le  to  turn  enough  Republican  votes  to 
elect  him.  The  following  year  he  was  tendered  the 
nomination  for  Congress  but  declined  the  honor, 
preferring  to  devote  himself  to  his  extensive 
business  interests.  In  every  sense  of  the  word,  Mr. 
Iloagland  was  a  self-made  man.  Beginning  life  in 
this  county  in  a  log  cabin  in  true  pioneer  style 
with  a  ca|)ital  of  about  $150,  he  worked  his  way 
upward  until  at  length,  by  his  own  efforts  he  gained 
a  position  of  wealth  and  affluence.  His  means  were 
not  used,  however,  for  selfish  ends,  for  he  was  char- 
itable to  the  poor,  liberal  toward  churches  and  all 
worthy  enterprises  and  devoted  to  the  interests  of 
his  family. 

Six  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Iloag- 
land— Melissa,  who  died  when  nine  months  old; 
John  A.,  a  resident  of  Luverne,  Minn. ;  Kate,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years;  Selh  1).,  who 
is  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  in  Auburn; 
Perry  J.,  a  resident  farmer  of  Auburn  Township; 
and  Eva  G.,  at  home. 

On  the  seventh  of  December,  1885,  Mr.  Iloagland 
was  called  to  his  final  rest.  He  left  his  family  well 
provided  for,  but  better  than  that,  he  left  them  a 
noble  example  of  industry  and  integrity  and  a  name 
untarnished.  Mrs.  Hoagland  resided  on  the  old 
farm  which  has  been  her  home  since  1863,  save  two 
years  spent  in  West  Union. 


E^^« 


^j^jEV.  F.  M.  ROBERTSON,  A.  M.,  of  F.ayette, 
Li*!  was  born  at  Parish  Grove,  Benton  County, 
lE\i  Ind.,  March  30,  1844,  and  in  November, 
^^  1850,  came  with  his  parents,  Samuel  H.  and 
Sabra  Robertson  to  Fayette  Count}',  Iowa.  The  first 
winter  was  spent  on  historic  ground  about  two 
miles  south  and  a  little  west  of  the  present  town  of 
Fayette  upon  the  banks  of  Spring  Creek,  at  what 
was  then  known  as  the  Wilcox  place.     This  is  be- 
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lieved  to  have  been  the  first  house  and  here  the 
first  ground  broken  for  cultivation  by  tiie  iiand  of 
civilization  in  the  county.  During  the  winter  the 
father  built  a  small  frame  house  on  the  banks  of 
the  'N'olija  where  the  town  of  Fayette  now  stands, 
and  early  in  the  following  spring  the  family,  con- 
sisting of  parents  and  two  children,  Amanda  and  F. 
M.,  removed  thereto.  The  sister  referred  to  is  now 
the  wife  of  Rev.  J.  A.  Ward,  i)astoi'  of  Si.  Paul's 
Metliodist  Church  of  Cedar  Rapids.  Iowa,  and  is  a 
lady  of  admirable  taste,  culture  and  relinement  and 
adds  to  the  qualities  of  an  accomplished  pastor's 
wife,  artistic  taste  and  talent  of  superior  order  as 
the  works  of  her  skillful  pencil  will  show. 

Nothing  could  surpass  the  quiet  loveliness  of  the 
beautiful  Iowa  valley  where  the  Robertsons  set- 
tled. The  green  prairie  knoll  now  crowned  by 
stately  university  buildings,  the  densely  wooded 
liills,  the  limpid  waters  of  the  Volga,  the  s[)arkling 
rivulets,  myriads  of  wild  flowers  and  the  herds  of 
wild  deer,  together  with  tlie  quail  and  prairie 
chickens  are  among  the  early  and  indelible  mem- 
nries  which  will  never  be  effaced  from  the  mind  of 
our  subject.  On  the  1st  of  January,  1857,  the  Up- 
per Iowa  University  was  ojiened  for  students'and 
his  name  was  enrolled  among  them.  He  remained 
in  school  until  Aiiril,  1864,  when  he  enlisted  as  a 
si>ldier  and  was  assigned  to  the  Forty-sixth  Iowa 
Infantry  commanded  by  Col.  D.  B.  Henderson,  to 
duty  in  Tennessee.  On  the  20th  of  September,  he 
was  honorably  mustered  out  with  his  regiment  and 
returned  to  his  school  duties.  In  June,  186C,  he 
was  graduated  from  the  Ui)|)er  Iowa  University 
with  the  honors  of  valedictorian  of  his  class  and 
in  September,  18G7,  joined  the  Upper  Iowa  Con- 
ference then  in  session  at  Iowa  City,  and  was  ap- 
pointed  to  the  pastoral  charge  of  Nashua.  Follow- 
in"  this  came  appointments  in  succession  to  Kldora, 
Hampton,  Manchester,  Iowa  P'alls,  Toledo,  Wav- 
eily.  Independence,  IMonticello  and  Decorah. 
Transferring  to  the  North  Pacific  coast  he  was  sta- 
tioned at  "Vancouver  and  Olympia.the  capital  city  of 
W^ashington.  He  was  then  transferred  to  the  Dakota 
Conference  and  three  years  were  spent  in  service  as 
]iastor  of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
.Sioux  Falls.  From  there,  varied  family  interests 
requiring  a  return,  he  was  transferred  to  his  origi- 


nal conference  .-md  at  the  date  of  this  writing  is  in 
charge  of  Grace  Methodist  Eiiiscopal  Church,  of 
Oelwein,  Iowa. 

On  the  30th  of  March,  1871,  Rev.  Mr.  Robertson 
was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Yates,  a  popular  and 
successful  teacher  in  the  graded  schools  of  Dubuque, 
Iowa,  where  the  lady  had  grown  from  girlhood  to 
active  life  and  work  among  a  large  and  admiring 
circle  of  relatives  and  friends.  Their  children 
.are  three  in  number.  Fred  W.  and  Frank  Fowler 
are  now  in  the  university  at  Fa^'ette.  The  second 
son,  Newman  K.  M.  died  at  the  age  of  five  and  a 
half  years  and  is  confidently  accorded  by  parental 
affection  to  a  place  in  the  greater  school  beyond 
the  skies. 


EORGE  B.  HILL,  proprietor  of  the  leading 
-,  meat  market  of  Fayette  and   a  resident    of 

^^1  this  county  since  18,59,  was  born  in  Belvi- 
dere,  Vt.,  on  November  10,  1851,  and  is  a  son  of 
George  B.  and  Esther  M.  (Martin)  Hill.  His  |)ar- 
ents  were  also  natives  of  Vermont.  His  father  died 
during  iiis  infancy,  after  whicth  his  mother  removed 
to  Clayton  County,  Iowa,  where  she  was  married  in 
1853,  to  Isaac  W.  Corastock.  The  year  1855  wit- 
nessed their  arrival  in  Iowa,  they  locating  in  Clay- 
ton County,  where  they  resided  until  1859,  when 
they  came  to  Fayette,  whore  Mr.  Comstock  carried 
on  a  meat  market.  His  wife,  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  died  in  F.ayettc  in  1874,  her  husband  sur- 
viving her  several  years,  died  on  December  11, 
1855. 

George  B.  Hill,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
accompanied  his  mother  to  Iowa  in  1855,  and  four 
years  later  became  a  resident  of  Fayette.  He 
attended  the  schools  of  this  city  and  was  also  a 
student  in  the  Upper  Iowa  University.  When  not 
pursuing  his  studies  he  assisted  his  step-father  in 
carrying  on  the  nrirket  .ind  was  there  fitted  for  the 
business  in  which  he  r,ow  eng.ages.  At  the  age  of 
nineteen  he  began  work  in  the  service  of  the  Chi- 
cago, Burlington  &  Quincy  Railr(/ad  Company  but 
shortly  afterward  entered  the  employ  of  the  Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee  &   St.  Paul    Railroad    Company, 
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where  he  served  as  conductor  some  eight  or  nine 
3'ears.  He  was  married  in  Faj'ette  on  March  12, 
1874,  to  Jliss  Sarah  A,  Miiriih}'.  daughter  of  Jolin 
Muri)h3',  and  a  native  of  Clapton  County,  Towa, 
born  near  Slrawberry  Point.  Tlicy  have  three 
children,  two  sons  and  a  daughter — Edward  C.  who 
is  now  fifteen  3ears  of  age;  George  Ray,  a  lad  of 
twelve  summers,  and  Kna,  a  little  miss  of  sis  j'ears. 
Mr.  Hill  continued  railroading  until  1882,  when 
he  abandoned  that  pursuit  and  embarked  in  his 
present  business  in  Faj'ette,  which  he  has  carried 
on  continuouslj'  since  with  a  marked  degree  of  suc- 
cess. Being  a  good  judge  of  stock  and  having  a 
skillful  assistant  in  the  market,  he  lias  succeeded  in 
seeming  a  strong  line  of  custom  and  well  deserves 
the  liberal  patronage  accorded  him.  He  is  the 
owner  of  a  farm  of  one  Ujandred  and  ten  acres 
lying  adjacent  to  the  city  of  K\yette  on  the  east, 
where  he  makes  his  home  and  which  is  operated 
under  his  direction.  Socially-,  Mr.  Hill  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  belonging  to  Pleiades 
Lodge,  No.  248,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  and  Ansel  Hum. 
phreys  Chapter,  No.  80,  R.  A.  M.  He  is  a  Republi- 
can in  politics,  voting  with  that  party,  but  has 
never  been  active  in  political  matters,  preferring 
to  give  his  time  and  attention  to  his  business  inter- 
ests. 


i;  T.  UE  ILVVEX  is  the  owner  of  a  good 
,^jij  farm  i.)lpasantl}'  situated  within  four  miles 
^'^J  of  Sumner  on  section  8,  Banks  Township. 
He  came  to  Iowa  in  1882  from  Green  County, 
Wis.,  the  |)lace  of  his  birth.  He  was  born  in 
1848.  and  is  a  son  of  Alpheus  and  S.  Eliza  (llawlej") 
He  Haven,  the  former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  latter  of  Kentucky.  They  were  married  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  became  the  parents  of  the 
following  children,  all  of  whom  are  yet  living: 
Olive,  the  eldest,  is  now  the  wife  of  F.  W.  Byers  of 
Monroe,  Wis. ;  Wesley  who  enlisted  in  18Go  as  a 
member  of  Company  K,  .Sixteenth  Wisconsin 
Infantry  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  is 
now  married  and  resides  in  Macon,  (ja. ;  AV. 
T.,  of  this  sketch  is  the  ne.xt  younger ;  Laura  is  now 
Mrs.  Maine  of   (!reen    County,    Wis.;   Alice  is  now 


Jlrs.  .Stoneman  of  Freeport,  III.;  and  George  W.  is 
marrieil  and  resides  in  Nebraska.  By  occupation, 
the  father  of  this  family  is  a  farmer  and  in  early 
life  he  also  learneil  the  carpenter's  tr.ade  which  Ije 
followed  in  connection  with  agriculture  for  some 
years.  Determining  to  make  his  home  in  the  West, 
he  disposed  of  his  business  relations  in  Ohio,  and  in 
1830  went,  to  Green  County,  Wis.,  where  he  pur- 
chased land.  Some  three  years  later  he  removed 
his  family  to  his  purchase  and  began  the  develop- 
ment of  a  farm,  his  labors  resulting  in  the  trans- 
formation of  the  wild  prairie  into  rich  and  fertile 
fields,  the  |iioducts  of  which  placed  him  in  com- 
fortable circumstances.  He  was  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife  in  18G0,  who  died  at 
their  home  in  (4reen  Countj".  He  is  now  residing 
in  Monroe,  Wis. 

The  entire  life  of  our  subject  has  been  spent  in 
Green  County.  Wis.,  and  Fayette  County,  Iowa. 
In  the  former  pl.ace,  as  soon  as  he  w.as  old  enough 
to  reach  the  plow  handles,  he  began  work  upon  his 
father's  farm,  and  in  the  winter  time  when  the 
season  of  farm  labor  was  over  he  familiarized  him- 
self with  the  common  English  branches  of  learning 
in  the  district  schools.  He  began  farming  for  him- 
self on  the  old  homestead  and  ere  he  left  the  county 
of  his  nativity  was  united  in  marriage  in  1870  with 
Miss  Susan  Royer.  The  lad\-  is  a  native  of  I'enn- 
sylvania,  in  which  State  her  parents,  Abraham  and 
Sarah  (Kleckner)  Royer,  were  also  born.  During 
the  late  war  her  father  enlisted  in  1862  as  a  mem- 
ber of  Company  G.  One  Hundred  and  Forty-eighth 
Pennsylvania  Infantry  and  with  his  command  was 
assigned  to  the  Armj-  of  the  Potomac.  It  is  suii- 
posed  he  was  killed  while  on  picket  duty  in  \ir- 
ginia,  in  1803.  Some  eleven  years  later  his  widow 
removed  to  Wisconsin  and  in  1882  came  to  Fayette 
County,  Iowa,  and  now  makes  her  home  with  our 
subject. 

For  eight  j^ears  Mr.  De  Haven  has  resideil  uiion 
his  present  farm  comprising  one  hundred  ami 
sixty  acres,  that,  divided  into  fields  of  convenient 
size,  yield  him  a  golden  tribute  for  his  care  and 
labor.  He  is  accounted  one  of  the  leading  agri- 
culturists in  the  community  and  ranks  among  its 
valued  citizens.  He  is  a  man  of  progressive  ideas 
who  is  heartily  in  sympathy    with  every  enterprise 
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calculated  to  benefit  the  community  and  manifests 

his  favor  towanl  such  interests  by  substantial 
oifis.  He  votes  with  the  Republican  i)aily.  His 
wife  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Sumner.  They  have  made  many  friends 
during  their  eight  j' ears  resi<1ence  in  Fayette  County 
who  will  be  glad  to  see  them  thus  represented  in 
this  history. 

-im^l 


eHRISTIAN  MILLKR,  a  farmer  residins? 
on  section  3,  Pleasant  Valley  Township,  is 
extensively  engaged  in  the  dairy  business 
and  is  one  of  the  large  land-owners  of  the  county. 
He  was  born  in  County  Berne,  Switzerland,  Decem- 
ber 21,  1847.  His  father,  Benedict  Miller,  was 
born  in  the  same  country  on  the  12th  of  June, 
1813,  and  was  one  of  four  children,  his  two  brothers 
aiid  sister  being  3'ounger  tlian  himself.  Rudolph, 
the  second  of  the  familj',  came  to  America  in  1851, 
and  the  following  j'ear  took  up  his  residence  in 
Pleas.int  Valley  Township;  Christian  continued 
farming  in  iiis  native  land;  and  Elizabeth  is  now 
the  wife  of  Christian  Dubj-  of  Switzerland.  By 
occupation,  Benedict  Miller  was  a  carpenter  and  in 
later  life  carried  on  a  large  business  as  a  contractor 
and  builder.  He  married  Magdalena  Shanlc,  and 
the  other  members  of  her  family  are  John  a  farmer 
of  Switzerland;  and  Anna,  who  is  married  and  still 
resides  in  that  country. 

In  the  spring  of  1856,  Mr.  Miller  with  his  family 
consisting  of  his  wife  and  five  children,  crossed  the 
Atlantic  to  America  and  on  his  arrival  in  this  coun- 
try at  once  came  to  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  where 
he  purchased  a  farm  of  seventy  acres  in  Pleasant 
\'alley  Townshiii  near  the  home  of  his  brother 
Rudolph,  who  had  located  here  some  four  years 
previous.  This  farm  he  improved  but  it  was  some 
years  before  the  income  derived  therefrom  was  suf- 
ficient to  snpi)ly  the  wants  of  his  family  and  in 
order  to  provide  for  their  comfort  he  also  engaged 
at  work  at  his  trade.  In  this  way  he  not  only 
obtained  the  necessities  of  life  but  as  time  passed 
was  enabled  to  lay  by  some  capital  and  at  length 
became  owner  of  two  hundred  and  twentj'-seven 
acres  of  good  laud,  one-half  of  which  was   under 


cultivation  and  improved  with  good  buildings.  In 
1872  he  sold  his  entire  farm  to  his  son  Christian 
for  the  sum  of  §4,000.  In  1880,  he  was  called 
upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  on 
the  22d  of  May,  in  the  sixty-sixth  year  of  her  age. 
Two  years  later,  accompanied  by  our  subject,  he 
returned  to  Swiizerland,  where  he  spent  the  latter 
part  of  the  summer  and  the  autumn  of  1882. 
While  Mr.  Miller  was  revisiting  the  scenes  of  his 
boyhood  days  and  renewing  old  acquaintances, 
Christian  made  quite  an  extended  tour  over  Europe, 
visiting  many  places  of  note  and  of  historical 
interest.  Then  joining  his  father,  together  they 
returned  to  their  home  in  their  adopted  land,  since 
which  time  Mr.  Miller  has  resided  with  his  children. 
He  is  still  enjoying  good  health  and  is  very  active 
for  a  man  of  his  years. 

Christian  Miller  is  the  fourth  in  a  family  of  six 
children.  John  F.,  the  eldest,  is  married  and  owns 
a  fine  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  in  Pleasant  ^'al- 
ley  Township.  He  is  a  well-to-do  citizen  and  an 
earnest  worker  in  the  German  Baptist  Church  of 
Elgin :  Benedict,  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years, 
went  with  his  family  to  Green  County,  Wis.,  where 
he  engaged  in  farming  and  became  an  extensive 
dairyman.  He  was  also  the  prime  mover  in  estab- 
lishing in  that  neighborhood  a  cheese  factory,  one 
of  the  first  in  the  county.  Leaving  Wisconsin,  in 
1882,  be  removed  to  Moody  County,  S.  D.,  where 
he  is  now  carrying  on  farming  on  a  large  scale  and 
is  the  recognized  leailer  in  all  progressive  move- 
ments for  the  public  welfare.  His  family  consists 
of  himself,  wife  and  eight  children;  Anna  Mary, 
the  next  younger,  in  18G6,  became  the  wife  of 
Peter  Lehman,  of  Elgin  and  died  in  1885,  leaving 
a  husband  and  three  daughters  to  mourn  her  loss; 
Christian  is  the  next  younger;  Magdelena  is  now 
the  wife  of  Jacob  Frautchy,  a  prominent  citizen, 
prosperous  farmer  and  successful  dairyman  of 
Green  County,  Wis.  They  have  a  family  of  five 
children.  The  above  named  were  born  in  Switzer- 
land. Estlier  Lena,  who  was  born  in  America  in 
1857,  is  the  wife  of  E.  M.  C'allendar,  a  station  ajent 
on  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Rail- 
road at  Clarion,  Wright  County,  Iowa.  Unto  them 
have  been  born  three  children. 

Thejfsubject   of  this   sketch,    Christian    Miller, 
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accompanied  his  parents  to  America  when  a  lad  of 
nine  years  and  under  the  parental  roof,  in  the 
usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  was  reared  to  man- 
hood. In  March,  1870,  he  married  Miss  Anna  B. 
Freiburghaus,  a  native  of  Switzerland,  who  came 
to  America  witli  lier  fatlier  in  1867.  Her  mother 
liad  died  in  tlie  old  country.  Tliey  settled  in  Elgin, 
where  her  father  engaged  in  the  furniture  and  cab- 
inet- making  business,  whicli  he  carried  on  success- 
fully until  his  death  in  June,  1890.  Six  of  his 
children  still  survive — Rosie,  wife  of  Rudolph 
Miller,  a  carpenter  of  Milwaukee,  Wis.;  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  B.  Jacobs,  a  farmer  of  Pleasant  Valley 
Township;  Anna  B.,  now  Mrs.  Miller;  Christian  L., 
who  is  engaged  in  the  furniture  business  in  Elgin, 
and  is  also  Postmaster  at  that  place;  Goltleib,  a  resi- 
dent fanner  of  Pleasant  Valley  Township;  and 
Caroline,  wife  of  John  Bowman,  a  stock-dealer  of 
Elgin.  LTnto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  have  been  born 
nine  children,  seven  of  whom  are  yet  living — John 
F.,  born  February  13,  1872,  is  now  at  college  in 
Rochester,  N.  Y.;  Mary  M.,  born  June  13,  1874; 
Christian  S.,  February  19,  1870;  Eddie  M.,  born 
July  17,  1877,  died  November  23,  1879;  Willie  B., 
l)orn  November  9,  1880;  Alfred  E.,  July  5,  1882; 
Anna  M.,  born  August  12,  1885,  died  October  2, 
1888;  Clara  II.,  born  November  11,  1887;  and 
Marietta  A.,  February  7,  1890.  Those  living  are 
at  home  and  those  who  have  attained  sufficient  age 
are  attending  school. 

Mr.  Miller  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  this  county 
on  his  present  farm  to  whicli  he  has  added  b}'  pur- 
chase from  tune  to  time  until  he  is  now  owner  of 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  Its  many  improve- 
ments comprise  a  commodious  and  comfortable 
residence,  a  large  barn  and  other  necessary  out- 
buildings. Stock-raising  and  dairying  have  been 
followed  extensively  in  connection  with  farming 
and  for  dairy  purposes  he  keeijs  from  forty  to  sixty 
cows.  Tlic  butter  and  cheese  which  he  has  manu- 
factured for  the  past  eight  years  be  ships  to  Eastern 
miiikets  and  in  quality  they  are  so  superior  that  he 
can  nlna3  s  obtain  the  highest  price.  He  is  not 
only  an  industrious  and  prosperous  farmer  but  is  a 
progressive  and  public-spirited  citizen.  In  politi- 
cal sentiment  he  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  an 
earnest  worker  for  the  success   of  the    party.     In 


political  circles  throughout  the  northern  part  of 
the  State  he  is  influential  and  his  opinions  carry 
with  them  great  weight.  He  and  his  wife  together 
with  their  older  children  are  members  of  the  (ier- 
man  Baptist  Church.  He  is  a  devout  Christian 
and  an  earnest  worker  in  both  church  and  Sunday- 
school.  He  anil  his  family  are  held  in  the  highest 
regard  by  many  warm  friends  throughout  the 
county  and  are  numbered  among  the  best  citizens 
of  I'loasaut  ^'alley  Township. 

ENRY  CARROLL  CHILDS,  a  boot  and 
shoe  merchant  of  Fa3'ette,  who  since  18;)9 
has  been  a  resident  of  the  town,  is  a  native 
of  Illinois.  He  was  born  in  Morrison, 
Whiteside  County,  on  the  1st  of  February,  1856. 
being  a  son  of  Henry  C.  and  Charlotte  E.  (Cole) 
Childs.  With  his  parents  he  came  to  Fayette  when 
but  three  years  of  age,  so  the  older  citizens  have 
witnessed  his  life  from  the  days  of  his  early  child- 
hood and  among  his  stanchest  friends  are  those  who 
have  known  him  throughout  all  these  years.  He 
was  educated  in  the  Upper  Iowa  University  and 
learned  the  shoemaker's  trade  at  which  he  served 
an  apprenticeship  of  two  3'ears  in  Fayette.  He 
then  went  to  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  where  be  was 
emplo^-ed  in  that  line.  He  also  worked  in  Des 
Moines  and  in  West  Union,  Iowa,  and  on  return- 
ing to  F.ayette  in  April,  1883,  he  embarked  in  busi- 
ness as  a  boot  and  shoe  dealer,  which  he  has  since 
followed. 

On  the  6th  of  October,  1878,  Mr.  Childs  led  to 
the  marriage  altar  Miss  II.  Minnie  Ordway,  the 
wedding  being  celebrated  in  River  Falls,  Wis. 
The  lady  was  born  in  Evansville,  Rock  County, 
Wis.,  December  22,  1856,  and  is  adaughterof  A.  .S. 
and  Sophrona  Ordway.  Two  children  were  born 
of  their  union — Myrtle  Marie,  who  was  born  July 
15,  1879;  and  Mamie  Ella,  who  was  born  Decem- 
ber 9,  1883.  She  was  drowned  by  falling  into  a 
cistern  March  19,  1886.  Mr.  Childs  takes  some 
interest  in  civic  societies,  holding  membership  in 
Fayette  Lodge,  No.  131,  K.  P.,  and  in  Camp  No. 
161,  M.  W.     In  politics  he  is  a  Republican   and   is 
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a  member  of  tlie  present  town  oouncil.  The  people 
of  Faj'elte  reganl  him  as  one  of  their  leading  citi- 
zens and  he  is  numbered  among  the  vcpiesentative 
business  men. 


EDWIN  R.  FOLLETT,  is  one  of  the  extensive 
landowners  and  stock-dealers  of  the  county. 
J J  His   home  is  on  section    1,  Pleasant  Valley 

Townsiiip,  and  tiie  many  improvements  upon  the 
place  indicate  the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  owner 
and  stands  as  monuments  to  iiis  energy  and  perse- 
verance. He  was  born  in  Lake  County,  Oliio,  Sep- 
tember 8,  1826,  and  is  a  son  of  Ashly  Follett,  who 
was  born  July  14,  1800,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years  went  to  Lake  County,  Ohio,  where  lie  fol- 
lowed the  trade  of  a  millwright  until  1833,  when 
lie  emigrated  to  St.  Joseph,  Mich.,  where  lie  secured 
employnient  in  the  same  line  of  work.  He  mar- 
ried Diantha  Montgomery  and  unto  them  were 
born  nine  children — Kliphalet,  Simon  A.,  Thomas 
M.,  Mary,  Mary  E.,  Elbridge,  W.  G.,  Sarah  A.  and 
Otis  (.).  Mary  died  at  tiic  age  of  two  years.  Elip- 
halet  enlisted  in  the  Tiiirty-Eighth  Iowa  Infantry 
and  was  made  Captain  of  Company  H.  He  now 
resides  at  Willow  Ranch,  Modoc  County,  Cal. 
Simon  A.,  a  carpenter  and  joiner  went  to  Chicka- 
saw County,  Iowa,  in  1878,  and  there  operated  a 
farm  for  ten  years,  when  in  1888,  his  death  occurred 
in  Alpha.  Thomas,  who  served  in  Company  H, 
Thirty-Eighth  Iowa  Infantry,  is  now  living  in 
Oregon.  Mary  E.,  is  the  wife  of  Elisha  Downie,  a 
resident  farmer  of  Lyons  County,  Minn.  Elbridge 
enlisted  in  Company  F,  Third  Iowa  Infantry,  and 
saw  much  hard  service.  He  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Sliiloh,  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  and  at 
Jackson,  Miss.,  was  mortally  wounded  on  the  12th 
of  July,  1863,  his  deatli  occurring  at  Jefferson  Bar- 
racks, in  September  following.  Sarah  A.,  is  the  wife 
of  Bradley  Lyon  who  resides  at  Willow  Branch, 
Modoc  County,  Cal.  Otis  O.  is  married  and  farms 
at  Lake  View,  Oregon. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  first  came  to  Iowa  in 
September,  1839,  with  his  father,  who  in  Clayton 
Qouuty  began  to  build  a  sawmill  but  the  epterjjrise 


failed  and  they  went  to  INIenomonee  Falls,  Wis., 
wliere  I\Ir.  Follett  and  Edwin  R.  built  three  sawmills 
amid  the  best  pine  lands  in  the  State.  Two  of 
these  he  built  for  lumber  companies,  and  in  the 
third  lie  owned  a  one-half  interest.  He  returned  to 
Clayton  County,  Iowa,  in  1841,  but  subsequently' 
became  a  resident  of  Grant  County,  AVis.,  where 
ids  death  occurred  June  3,  1845.  His  sou,  then 
again  sought  a  home  in  Clayton  County,  and  pur- 
chased a  farm  of  forty  acres,  to  which  he  afterward 
added  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  This  farm 
he  carried  on  with  the  iielp  of  a  younger  brother 
and  also  worked  a  part  of  the  time  in  the  milling 
business.  He  aided  in  the  erection  of  the  large 
mills  at  Elkader,  Clermont  and  at  Motor,  all  on  the 
Turkey  River. 

Mr.  Follett  celebrated  Indcj)endence  Da}'  of 
1853,  by  his  marriage  with  Miss  Olive  R.  Angell, 
daughter  of  Peleg  Angell,  who  was  born  in  Rhode 
Island  February  5,  1790.  His  father,  Nehemiah 
Angell,  was  a  Colonel  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
The  mother  of  Mrs.  Follett,  was  in  her  maiden- 
hood Miss  Mary  Rouse.  Mr.  Angell  lived  the  life 
of  a  pioneer  and  followed  the  occcupation  of 
coopering.  He  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Clayton  County,  Iowa,  wiiere  his  death  occurred 
in  1842.  His  wife  is  still  living  in  her  eighty- 
eighth  year  and  is  vvell  preserved  for  a  lady  of  her 
age.  She  is  a  great  reader  and  still  maintains  an 
active  interest  in  matters  of  general  importance  or 
moment.  In  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Angell 
were  six  sons  and  but  only  two  are  now  living — 
Is,aac  G.  who  married  and  farmed  in  Clayton 
County  died  in  1863;  Henry  II.,  is  married  and 
with  iiis  family  resides  in  Baker  Cit}',  Ore. ;  Steplien 
S.  died  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
three;  John  C,  was  Second  Lieutenant  in  the 
Ninth  Virginia  Infantry',  followed  school  teaching 
for  a  number  of  years  after  the  war  and  died  in 
Missouri  September  3,  1877;  George  W.,  who  is 
married  and  lias  four  sons,  is  a  resident  farmer  of 
Mitchell  County,  Iowa;  Herbert  R.  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany II,  Eighteenth  Iowa  Infantrj',  and  died  in  Mis- 
souri November  14,   1662,  during  the  service. 

Mr.  FoUeit  whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  set- 
tled on  his  farm  of  four  hundred  and  eigiity  acres 
in  Pleasant  Valley  Township   in    1860.     The  year 
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pri'vious  twenty-foni'  :u'i-cs  liad  been  broken  but  the 
reniainrler  was  still  in  its  prinntive  condition.  He 
spent  the  next  season  in  preparing  rails  for  two 
miles  of  fence  and  by  preparing  and  erecting  a  log 
house  16x26  feet,  two  stories  in  height.  He  also 
cut  hay  with  a  scythe  to  winter  thirty-eight  head 
of  cattle  and  four  horses.  All  this  work  was  done 
with  hiring  only  seventeen  dajs  work  and  h.y 
December,  18G0,  he  had  a  good  home  stored  with 
provisions  for  the  winter  and  was  ready  to  receive 
his  farail}-  who  came  to  him  from  Clayton  County. 
In  those  days  he  planted  a  great  deal  of  wheat  and 
from  fifty  and  seventy-live  acres  in  corn,  wliich 
averaged  about  sixty  bushels  per  acre.  When  the 
war  broke  out  his  brothers  all  entered  the  army. 
No  less  patriotic  than  them,  Mr.  Follett  was  in- 
duced to  remain  at  home  as  it  w.as  necessary  for 
some  one  to  do  and  look  after  the  six  families 
whom  he  had  to  help  in  tlie  way  of  su|)plying  flour, 
wood,  bay,  etc.,  while  the  husbands  were  at  the 
front.  His  work  would  not  be  termed  heroic  yet 
his  labors  were  not  less  faithfully  performed  than 
those  of  his  brothers  at  the  front,  or  really  did  they 
do  more  for  their  country.  After  the  war  he  kept 
.■-.dding  III  his  land  and  placing  it  under  cultivation 
and  also  engaged  more  extensively  in  stock-raising. 
He  is  the  owner  of  eight  hundred  and  forty  acres, 
all  under  fence  and  worth  not  loss  than  S40  per 
acre.  The  imi)rovcments  are  substantial  and  many 
and  consists  of  all  of  those  fouiid  on  a  model  farm 
of  the  nineteenth  century.  The  family  at  one  time 
were  forced  to  bear  the  hardships  and  trials  of  pio- 
neer life  but  are  now  surrounded  with  every  com- 
fort ami  many  luxuries.  In  the  early  days  the 
Indians  wore  not  infrequent  callers  at  their  homes 
and  at  one  lime  one  of  the  savages  on  being  refused 
something  that  he  had  asked  of  Mrs.  Follett  raised 
an  axe  and  was  ready  to  strike  her.  .lust  then  her 
sons  rushed  in,  one  seized  the  axe,  while  the  other, 
our  subject,  cpiickly  took  down  the  gun  and  would 
have  shot  the  Inilian  had  not  the  mother  (ire- 
vented. 

Into  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born 
four  children — Helen  31.,  who  married  Valentine 
Wolilheiter,  a  real-estate  dealer  of  .Sherburn,  Minn; 
Ma  E.,  wife  of  John  Waterworth,  a  farmer  of 
Chickasaw  County,  Iowa;  Edwin  M.,  who  married 


Annie  Mattern,  and  is  a  farmer  of  Pleasant  Valley 
Towiishii);  and  Ilenrj'  H.,  who  aids  in  the  manage- 
ment and  cultivation  of  the  home  farm.  Mr.  Fol- 
lett affiliates  with  the  Republican  [>arty  and  has 
ever  taken  an  active  interest  in  political  affairs.  He 
has  been  a  member  of  the  School  Hoard  and  has 
served  as  its  Treasurer  for  twenty-four  years,  which 
is  evidence  of  that  trust  reposed  in  him  liy  the  |)eo- 
ple  of  the  community.  He  is  a  leader  in  all  that 
has  been  for  the  good  of  the  townshii)  and  his  in- 
terest in  its  welfare  is  unabated. 


ACOB  HILL,  deceased,  was  born  on  the  29lh 
of  March,  1802,  in  Mifflin  County,  Pa.. 
where  his  parents  and  ancestors  had  lived 
for  many  j'ears.  He  grew  to  manhood  upon 
a  farm  and  about  1814  accompanied  his  grandpar- 
ents on  their  removal  to  Ohio,  his  father  and 
mother  being  then  deceased.  They  settled  in  I'erry 
County,  which  was  then  a  wild  and  undeveloped 
region  where  the  work  of  civilization  and  improve- 
ment seemed  scarcelj'  begun.  He  aided  his  grand- 
father in  the  development  of  the  farm  until  1821, 
when  he  was  married,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being 
Eliza  Smith.  After  this  he  worked  at  the  potter's 
trade  for  four  or  five  years  and  then  engaged  in 
farming  in  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind.,  where  he  con- 
tinued his  .agricultural  pursuits  until  1853,  which 
j'ear  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Iowa.  He  made  the 
journey  by  team  and  settled  upon  a  farm  in  Fair- 
field Township,  which  is  still  the  home  of  his 
widow.  He  improved  and  cultivated  three  humli-ed 
acres  of  wild  prairie  land  and  at  his  death  left  to 
his  family  a  comfortable  propertj'.  He  died  on 
the  12tli  of  June,  1889. 

Mrs.  Hill  still  survives  her  husband.  She  was 
also  born  in  Mifflin  County,  Pa.,  and  emigrated  to 
Ohio  in  the  company  of  him  whom  she  afterwards 
married.  Their  family  numbered  the  following 
children — Washington,  who  owns  a  ranch  in  Ariz- 
ona ;  Peggy  and  Nancy,  both  of  whom  are  deceased ; 
Jonathan,  of  Indiana;  (ieorge,  who  resides  near 
Brush  Breek;  lileazer,  whose  home  is  in  Montana; 
Mrs.    Charity    Walworth,  of    L'nion  City,    Wash., 
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Ann  Eliza,  of  Iiirliana;  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Thompson 
whose  home  is  near  Brush  Creek;  and  Jacob  Jr.,  of 
Washington.  Mr.  Hill  was  a  member  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church  for  thirty-seven  years  and  a  zealous 
and  faithful  worker  for  its  interests.  He  wiis 
widely  known  in  this  county  and  is  numbered 
among  its  pioneer  settlers  who  aided  in  its  devel- 
opment and  progress. 


^ETER  ROBERTSON,  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  the  county,  now  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock-raising  on  section  31,  Banks 
Township,  is  a  native  of  Scotland.  He  was 
born  in  1830,  and  is  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  six 
children  whose  jxarents,  Peter  and  Elizabeth  (Lamb) 
Robertson  were  also  natives  of  Scotland.  Accom- 
panied by  their  children  they  crossed  the  Atlantic 
to  America  in  1849,  and  on  reaching  this  country' 
continued  their  journey  to  Rock  County,  Wis., 
locating  in  Johnstown  Township,  where  the  death 
of  the  father  occurred  in  1852.  His  wife  survived 
him  some  j'ears  and  died  in  Banks  Township,  Fay- 
ette County,  in  1870.  Their  children  are  Peter  of 
this  sketch;  William  who  died  in  Banks  Township 
in  1890;  Mrs.  Catherine  Smith,  a  resident  of  Banks 
Township;  James  who  is  married  and  resides  in  the 
same  township;  Mrs.  Mary  Dortliy  of  Rock  County, 
Wis.;  and  Alex  who  is  married  and  makes  his  home 
in  Banks  Township. 

Our  subject  was  a  lad  of  twelve  years  when  he 
bade  good-by  to  Scotland  and  became  a  resident  of 
the  United  States.  His  education,  which  was 
begun  in  the  schools  of  his  native  land,  was  com- 
pleted in  Rock  County,  where  he  remained  until 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  when  in  18.52,  he  cast  his 
lot  with  the  early  settlers  of  Fayette  County,  Iowa. 
Entering  two  hundred  and  twenty  five  acres  of 
land  from  the  Government  he  at  once  began  its 
development  and  has  now  one  of  the  finest  farms 
in  this  vicinity.  By  an  additional  purchase  of 
sixty  acres  he  has  increased  its  boundaries  until  it 
comprises  two  hundred  and  eight}'  five  acres,  all 
of  which  is  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation.     The 


owner  ranks  among  the  leading  farmers  of  Banks 
Township  and  is  a  man  of  practical  and  progressive 
ideas. 

In  18UG,  Mr.  Robertson  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Katie  M.  Bird,  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  a 
(laughter  of  John  and  Ann  Bird,  who  were  also 
born  in  that  country  and  died  some  years  ago. 
Our  subject  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of 
his  wife  in  1887,  her  death  occurring  in  the  month 
of  March.  Unto  them  were  born  ten  children, 
these  now  living — Daisy,  Kittle,  Rosa,  Alice  and 
Mary.  The  others  were  Anna,  John  and  Adam, 
and  Elizabeth  who  was  accidentally  killed  in  1890, 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  years. 

In  politics  our  subject  is  a  Republican  and  takes 
considerable  interest  in  public  affairs  keeping  him- 
self well  informed  on  the  leading  issues  of  the  day. 
He  has  held  the  offices  of  Assessor  and  Township 
Treasurer  and  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  School 
Board,  In  everything  pertaining  to  the  advance- 
ment of  the  public  welfare  or  the  promotion  of  its 
best  interests,  he  is  found  in  the  front  rank,  ready 
to  do  his  part.  His  residence  in  the  county 
covers  a  period  of  almost  forty  years.  At  the 
time  of  his  arrival  there  wore  no  railroad  facilities 
nearer  than  Belvidere;  now  his  produce  can  be 
shipped  from  a  market  only  two  miles  from  his 
home. 


-i^m- 


^)  C.  H  A  RRI  SON  ,  deceased,  is  numbered 
among  the  early  settlers  of  this  county.  He 
was  born  in  Kingsbury,  Norway,  June  26, 
1823,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Wcstfield  Township, 
October  18,  1862,  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 
His  boj'hood  days  were  spent  in  his  native  land 
and  in  early  life  he  learned  the  gunsmith's  trade, 
at  which  he  worked  as  long  as  he  remained  in  Nor- 
way, being  an  expert  in  that  line.  At  length  he 
determined  to  make  his  home  on  this  side  of  the 
water,  and  in  1845  sailed  for  the  United  States. 
He  spent  a  short  time  in  New  York  and  then 
removed  to  Michigan.  His  trunk  and  effects  were 
stolen  from  him  soon  after  coming  to  this  country 
and  he  had  to  begin  life  in  the  New  World  empt}' 
handed.     Attracted   by  the  discovery  of  gold  in 
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California  in  company  with  two  companions  he 
started  for  the  Pacific  Slope.  Their  provisions 
gave  out  l>y  the  time  they  imd  reached  Salt  Lake 
City  and  tliey  had  to  wait  until  after  harvest  for 
<;rain.  Then  seeurinjj  a  fresh  sujiply  they  again 
started,  but  three  days  before  reaching  their  desti- 
nation they  once  more  found  tliemselves  without 
food.  Tlieir  best  horse  was  given  in  exchange  for 
elevpn  pounds  of  flour,  but  at  lengtli  Mr.  Harrison 
arrived  at  the  gold  mines  and  liis  efforts  were  so 
successful  tliat  within  two  3'ears  he  cleared  over 
13,000.  In  1852  he  started  home,  making  the 
return  trip  by  way  of  tiie  Panama  route  to  Pliila- 
delphia,  where  he  had  his  gold  coined.  He  then 
resolved  to  once  more  visit  his  native  land  and 
sailed  to  Scotland.  A  month  later  he  reached 
Norway  and  on  the  25th  of  August,  1852,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Louisa  S.  Ray,  a 
native  of  Kingsbury,  Norway,  born  February  8, 
1830. 

The  following  montli,  witli  his  young  bride,  Mr. 
Harrison  started  for  the  United  States,  landing  in 
October.  Traveling  across  tlie  country  he  then 
came  to  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  where  he  entered 
land  and  began  the  development  of  a  farm — lliat 
upon  which  the  family  still  resides.  From  time  to 
time  he  kept  adding  to  tlie  original  tract  until 
within  the  boundaries  of  his  land  were  comprised 
two  hundred  and  seventy-one  acres  of  valuable 
land  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and 
is  improved  by  good  liuildings  and  other  acces; 
sories  of  a  model  farm.  Mr.  Harrison  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  Fremont  and  was  a  warm 
advocate  of  Republican  principles  until  his  deatii. 
He  died  in  the  faith  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  of 
which  his  wife  was  also  a  member.  He  was  a  highly 
esteemed  citizen,  and  many  friends  shared  witli  the 
family  their  deep  grief  at  his  loss. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harrison  were  llie  [larents  of  four 
children.  Caroline,  the  eldest,  prepared  herself  for 
college  in  the  schools  of  Fayette,  and  graduated 
from  the  scientific  and  elocutionarj-  courses  in 
Valparaiso,  Ind.  She  took  a  prominent  part  in 
Sunday-school  conventions,  in  temperance  work 
and  other  interests  for  the  advancement  of  man- 
kind. In  1  881  she  was  called  to  teach  in  tlie  Cabel 
fichool,  of  Washington,  1).  p.,  and  in  1887  received 


the  appointment  of  assistant  botanist  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  in  the  Capital  City.  The  effi- 
cient service  she  h.as  rendered  those  institutions  of 
learning  reflects  credit  on  herself,  upon  her  country 
and  upon  her  sex;  Elizabeth  S.,  the  second  daugh- 
ter, is  a  graduate  of  the  normal  department  of  the 
Valparaiso  school,  has  taught  several  terms  and 
been  offered  good  positions,  but  personal  consider- 
ations prompt  her  to  stay  at  home;  George  W.  is  a 
prominent  farmer  of  Cherokee  County,  Iowa;  and 
Crit  C.  farms  the  old  homestead  and  raises  quite  a 
number  of  good  horses. 


DDISON  H.  LOOMIS,  a  lumber  dealer  of 
Clermont,  has  carried  on  business  in  that 
1/  l»  line  since  1885.  He  wsis  born  in  Portage 
County,  Ohio,  June  4,  1835,  and  is  a  son 
of  Asa  and  Sarah  (Burr)  Loomis.  He  traces  his 
ancestry  back  to  Joseph  Loomis,  who  was  born  in 
Baintree,  England,  in  1590.  He  was  a  woolen  draper 
by  trade  and  sailed  to  the  United  States  in  1638, 
bringing  witli  him  five  sons  and  three  daughters, 
to  whom  all  the  Loomises  in  this  country  trace 
their  ancestry.  They  settled  in  AVindsor,  Conn., 
on  a  tract  of  twenty-one  acres  which  is  j'et  in  pos- 
session of  the  family,  and  a  college  is  to  be  built 
thereon  by  three  wealthy  members  of  the  family 
— Senator  James  Loomis,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.; 
Col.  John  Mason  Loomis,  of  Chicago;  and  Mrs. 
H.  Sidney  Il.ayden  (Loomis),  of  New  York  City. 
The  object  of  tliis  institution  is  first  to  furnish  free 
education  to  all  of  the  name  of  Loomis,  second  to 
the  sons  of  ("onnecticut  and  lastly  to  mankind  in 
general.  The  title  to  this  tract  is  the  oldest  in  the 
United  Slates  that  has  remained  in  one  family. 
The  family  has  i)roduced  some  able  men,  among 
them  Elias  Loomis,  the  great  mathematician.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  Asa  Loomis,  was  an 
officer  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  his  sword  is 
now  in  the  possession  of  Addison.  Asa,  Jr.,  was 
born  in  Torrington,  Conn.,  March  3,  1786,  and  on 
attaining  to  mature  years  wedded  Miss  Burr,  also 
born  in  Torrington.  They  were  among  the  first 
settlers  to  locate  in  what  was  then  the  wilderness 
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of  Portage  County,  Ohio,  where  they  developeil  a 
goofl  farm.  Both  were  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  and  in  politics  he  was  a  Whig 
and  afterward  an  Abolitionist.  His  death  occurred 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years,  and  his  wife  was 
eighty-one  years  of  age  at  the  time  of   her  death. 

Our  subject  is  the  j'oungest  in  their  family  of 
eleven  children.  In  the  usual  manner  of  farmer 
lads  his  boyhood  days  were  passed,  and  in  the  pio- 
neer log  schoolhouse  he  acquired  his  early  educa- 
tion. AVhcn  he  was  old  enough  to  earn  money  lie 
supplemented  that  knowledge  by  a  course  in  Hiram 
College,  during  which  time  he  was  one  of  the 
pupils  of  President  Garfield,  after  which  he  worked 
on  the  farm  summers  and  taught  school  winters. 
In  the  summer  of  1858  he  was  employed  as  travel- 
ing salesman  for  the  Kirtland  Writing  Fluid  Com- 
pany, but  that  fall  being  tendered  the  principalship 
of  liie  Poland  Union  Schools,  of  Poland,  Mahoning 
County,  Ohio,  he  accepted  and  remained  in  that 
position  until  the  fall  of  1861,  when  he  came  to 
Clermont  as  salesman  in  the  store  of  Palmer  & 
Calvin. 

It  was  near  this  place,  on  the  8th  of  May,  1865, 
that  Mr.  Loomis  married  Marian  Warner,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Horatio  and  Mary  J.  (Dunn)  Warner.  Her 
father  was  born  in  Huntsbury,  Vt.,  in  1806,  and 
her  mother  near  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  The  Warner  fam- 
ily was  founded  in  America  by  three  brothers  of 
English  birth.  The  great-grandfather  Dunn  was 
Ijorn  in  Boston  and  his  father  died  on  the  ocean 
while  crossing  from  Scotland  to  America.  In  1848. 
having  married  in  Ohio,  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Loomis 
became  residents  of  Clayton  County,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1851,  coming  to  this  county,  Mr.  Warner 
entered  land  from  the  Government  on  section  2. 
Pleasant  Valley  Township.  On  that  farm  was 
born  in  April,  1848,  Fayette  Rudsdell,  who  was 
named  after  the  county  and  was  the  first  white 
child  born  in  this  neighborhood.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Warner  spent  their  last  days  in  this  county, 
he  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy-two,  and  she  when 
sixty-six  years  of  age.  Politically  he  was  a  Whig, 
and  his  wife  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  In  their  family  were  four  children,  one 
son  and  three  daughters,  but  only  one  is  now  liv- 
ing. William  served  over  three  years  in  the  Union 


arm}'  as  Captain  of  Company  C,  Twelfth  Iowa 
Infantry,  and  died  in  the  hospital  at  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  from  exposure  during  rebel  prison  life. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loomis  have  been  born  four 
children,  but  Cora,  the  eldest,  died  in  infancy; 
and  Robert  W.,  the  third,  died  at  the  age  of  ten 
years.  May  and  William  W.  are  at  home.  Mrs. 
Loomis  enjoys  a  distinction  that  until  of  late  has 
not  been  accorded  to  her  sex — -she  is  now  serv- 
ing her  third  term  as  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  State  Indusli'ial  Institution. 
After  having  engaged  in  merchandising  for  sev- 
jeral  years  in  Clermont,  Mr.  Loomis  removed  to 
a  farm  and  gave  his  attention  to  its  cultivation 
and  developme:  t  until  1877,  when  he  returned  to 
this  place.  For  the  past  five  3fears  he  has  been 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business  and  has  built  up 
a  good  trade.  He  still  owns  his  farm  of  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty  acres.  In  politics  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican. They  have  a  pleasant  and  hospitable  home, 
and  their  friends  throughout  the  community  are 
many. 


fZ_^  ON.  WILLIAM  F.  FULLER,  a  prominent 
ji)  lawyer  of  West  Union,  is  a  native  of  Penn- 
^  sylvania.  He  was  born  in  Howard,  Cen- 
ter County,  that  State,  March  30,  1846, 
and  is  the  only  son  of  Dr.  Levi  and  Jemima  E. 
(Tipton)  Fuller,  a  sketch  of  whom  is  given  else- 
where in  this  work.  Mr.  Fuller  received  his 
literary  education  in  the  Upper  Iowa  University, 
and  in  1866  went  to  Washington,-D.  C,  where  he 
held  a  position  in  the  oflfice  of  Indian  affairs  in  the 
Interior  Department  for  two  years,  after  which  he 
returned  to  his  home  and  entered  the  law  depart- 
ment of  the  Iowa  State  University.  He  was  the 
valedictorian  of  his  class  and  graduated  with  hon- 
ors in  June,  1870.  Immediately  after  receiving 
his  degree,  he  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession at  West  Union,  which  he  has  continued 
with  marked  success  for  twenty  years,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  certain  intervals  devoted  to  official 
duty  in  the  State  Legislature  and  the  National 
Congress. 

Mr.    Fuller  became    interested  in  politics  in  bi§ 
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youth  and  in  early  manhood  became  actively  iden- 
tified with  the  Republican  party  through  caucus, 
convention  and  campaign  work  on  the  stump.  He 
has  served  as  a  member  of  Congressional  and  Stale 
Republican  committees  and  was  elected  Representa- 
tive to  the  Eigliteenth  General  Assembly  of  Iowa. 
Jn  1 884,  he  was  elected  to  the  Forty-ninth  Congress 
after  a  spirited  contest,  remarkable  for  its  close- 
ness and  the  earnest  work  done  by  .both  parties. 
Tlie  district  had  been  carried  bj-  the  Democrats  at 
the  previous  election  by  from  seven  to  eight  hun- 
dred majority  and  was  regarded  l)y  both  parties  as 
a  Democratic  district.  Mr.  Fuller  led  a  forlorn 
hope  but  by  his  own  and  his  friends'  earnest  efforts 
was  elected  by  a  fair  majority.  Since  that  time 
the  district  has  been  Republicaii  until  the  election 
of  1889.  While  in  Congress,  Mr.  Fuller  proved  a 
hard  working  and  inUueutial  member.  He  was 
made  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Coinage, 
Weights  and  Measures  and  of  the  Committee  on  Re- 
visions of  the  Laws  and  took  an  active  part  in  the 
consideration  of  the  silver  question,  favoring  the 
double  standard  of  silver  and  gold.  He  was  re- 
elected in  188G,  a  member  of  the  Fiftisth  Congress, 
receiving  a  handsome  majorit3"  of  nineteen  hundred 
and  thirty-one  votes,  leaving  the  district  solidly 
Republican.  While  in  the  Fiftieth  Congress,  he 
served  as  a  raeinber  of  the  Judiciary-  committee. 
His  course  in  consideration  of  the  tariff  question — 
the  important  question  of  the  session — was  conserv- 
ative. He  favored  free  lumber  and  sugar  and  wss 
earnest  in  support  of  legislation  favorable  to  his 
constituents,  and  in  all  fairness  to  the  country  at 
large.  In  his  otticial  life,  Mr.  Fuller's  course  has 
been  marked  by  a  conscientious  discharge  of  duty 
and  hard  work;  special  work  in  the  interest  of  his 
constituents  and  especially  in  behalf  of  the  soldiers 
has  been  carefully  and  jM-omptly  performed  and  so 
liberally  that  it  has  won  for  him  the  kindly  regard 
of  his  constiUieuts,  especially  of  the  veterans  of 
the  late  war. 

In  Kossuth,  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  January 
1,  18G8,  Mr.  Fuller  and  Miss  Lou  J.  Harper  were 
united  in  marriage.  The  lad^',  the  daughter  of 
Hon.  William  and  Harriet  (Keizer)  Harper,  was 
born  in  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  and  was  educat- 
ed   in   the    State    University.     Her    parents    were 


among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Des  Moines  County, 
where  her  father  has  been  a  prominent  resident 
since  1842,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fuller  have  been  blessed 
with  a  family  of  nine  children,  of  whom  seven  are 
living,  four  sons  and  three  daughters — Levi  Harper, 
who  was  born  December  10,  1868,  is  now  a  student 
of  the  Upper  Iowa  University  from  which  he  will 
graduate  in  the  class  of  this  year;  Hattie  M.-iy,  the 
eldest  daughter,  born  Maj'  23,  1871,  is  a  student 
in  the  same  institute  and  expects  to  graduate  in 
the  same  class  with  her  brother;  Stella E.,  was  born 
Februar3'  2,  1875,;  Clara  Augusta,  March  9,  1877; 
William  Wirt,  June  28,  1880;  Tillie,  born  April 
11,  1882,  died  August  11,  of  the  same  year; 
Howard  T.,  and  Flora,  twins  were  born  September 
13,  1884,  and  the  sister  died  on  the  lltb  of  Decem- 
ber following;  Robert  Edwin,  the  youngest,  was 
born  December  6,  1888.  The  parents  and  eldest 
daughter  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Ei)iscopal 
Church. 

Mr.  Fuller  has  always  been  earnestl}'  interested 
in  the  cause  of  education  and  has  been  connected 
with  the  Board  of  Education  of  West  Union  as  its 
President  for  five  years.  He  is  the  proprietor  of 
a  fine  farm  of  two  hundred  and  eighth-five  acres 
adjoining  the  corporation  limits  of  West  Union 
where  lie  resides,  his  residence  being  one  of  the 
finest  suburban  homes  of  that  city.  His  law  office 
is  in  the  Fuller  block  on  the  south  side  of  the  .Square 
aiid  Mr.  Fuller  as  a  practitioner  is  second  to  none 
ill  the  county. 


CS\  ARL  MEISGEIER,  w'ho  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing  and  stock-raising  on  section  23,  Fair- 
ir^  field  Township,  was  born  in  Saxony,  Ger- 
many, November  7,  1841,  and  is  a  son  of  Andrew 
Meisgeier,  whose  entire  life  was  spent  in  Saxony. 
His  father  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
and  married  Joanna  Bohn.  Three  of  their  six 
children  are  still  living:  Mrs.  Henricka  Nuss,  and 
Carl  and  Herman,  farmers  of  ^'airfield  Township. 
In  1852  they  came  to  America,  locating  in  Cleve- 
land where  the  father  died  at  the  age  of  fifty  years, 
after  which   the   family  kept  together   until   they 
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were  married  and  went  'to  homes  of  their  own. 
The  bo3's  bought  a  liouse  and  land  and  together 
woriied  until  1856  when  they  came  to  Iowa  and 
purcliased  eighty  acres  of  prairie  and  twenty  acres 
of  tinil)er  land  in  Fayette  County.  No  buildings 
or  iraorovements  had  been  made  thereon  at  the 
time  but  in  tlie  j'ears  which  liave  passed  Carl  Meis- 
geier  li.as  become  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  three 
hundred  and  ninety  acres  on  whicli  is  a  comforta- 
ble and  commodious  residence,  good  barns  and  the 
latest  improved  machinery.  In  connection  with 
general  farming  he  has  for  the  past  eight  years 
engaged  in  raising  fine  stock,  making  a  specialty' of 
Hereford  cattle  which  he  introduced  into  the 
county.  He  anfl  his  brother  continued  business  in 
partnership  until  1875  when  they  b^'  mutual  con- 
sent discontinued. 

In  1864  Mr.  Meisgeier  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Catherine  Heubseh,  who  was  born  in  Bavaria 
and  on  coming  to  America  settled  in  Clayton 
Conntj'.  Their  family  numbers  seven  children: 
Herman  J.,  Mary,  Louis  F.,  Emma,  Caroline,  Elma 
and  .Joanna.  All  were  born  and  reared  on  this 
farm  and  have  been  educated  in  the  public  'schools 
while  the  older  ones  have  attended  German  schools. 
The  parents  and  children  are  active  members  of 
the  Lutheran  Church  and  he  is  a  stalwart  Republi- 
can, having  supported  that  party  since  casting  his 
first  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1864.  He  is  a 
firm  supporter  of  prohibition  and  did  all  he  could 
for  the  passage  of  the  amendment  bill.  An  upright 
and  honorable  man  and  useful  citizen  he  is  well 
and  favorably  known  throughout  the  community  in 
which   ho  has  now  made  his  home  for  man>'  \ears» 


#-^ 


ERMAN  MEISGEIER,  a  farmer  residing  on 
l]  section  24,  Fairfield  Township,  was  born  in 


Saxony,  Prussia,  December  19,  1842.  His 
education  was  acquired  in  the  schools  of 
Ohio  and  when  thirteen  years  of  age  he  came  to 
Iowa.  He  was  just  then  attaining  sufficient  strength 
and  years  to  engage  in  hard  farm  labor  and  in  con- 
nection will)  his  brother  he  managed  and  carried 
on  the  home  farm  until  1874  when  he  removed   to 


his  present  place  of  residence  on  section  24.  Within 
the  boundaries  of  his  farm  is  comprised  some  two 
hundred  acres  of  land,  all  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation  and  supplied  with  good  buildings,  the 
latest  improved  machinery  and  all  other  accesso- 
ries. In  connection  with  the  raising  of  grain  he  has 
for  some  nine  years  engaged  in  the  raising  of  fine 
cattle,  making  a  specialty  of  the  Hereford  breed 
which  he  introduced  into  the  county. 

In  1873  Mr.  Meisgeier  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Alma  Ntiss,  a  native  of  Sa.xony  who  came 
to  America  the  year  previous.  They  began  their  do- 
mestic life  upon  the  old  home  farm  and  the  follow- 
ing year  he  removed  to  their  present  home.  Their 
union  has  been  blessed  with  seven  children — Ida, 
Bertlia,  Annie,  Rachel,  Clara,  Edna  and  an  infanti 
The  children  have  been  provided  with  good  educa- 
tional advantages  in  both  the  English  and  German 
languages.  Mr.  Bleisgeier  and  his  family  are  faith- 
ful members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  he  is  a 
good  citizen  and  a  successful  and  enterprising  busi- 
ness man.  In  politics  he  was  first  a  Democrat  an 
then  became  a  Republican,  but  at  the  next  election 
expects  to  again  support  the  Democracy.  He  has 
attended  a  number  of  conventions  and  is  well  posted 
on  political  affairs.  He  is  an  opposer  of  prohibi- 
tion. 


if^5^?=^H0MAS  C.  NOON,  who  devotes  his  encr- 
fexi  gies  to  farming  and  stock-raising,  resides 
on  section  9,  Banks  Township.  In  record- 
ing his  sketch  we  present  to  the  readers  of  this 
Album  the  history  of  one  of  the  loyal  soldiers  dur- 
ing the  late  war  and  one  of  the  valued  citizens  of 
Fayette  County.  He  was  born  in  Albany  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  184.'),  being  the  third  in  a  family  of  six 
children,  whose  parents  are  James  and  Phcebe 
(Henley)  Noon.  On  the  paternal  side  he  is  of  Irish 
descent  and  on  the  maternal  side  of  Scotch  and 
Irish  lineage.  His  father  was  born  on  the  Emerald 
Isle,  and  in  1813.  at  the  age  of  two  years,  was 
brought  to  America  and  in  the  family  of  a  cousin 
was  reared  to  manhood.  In  the  Empire  State  he 
married  Phoebe    Henley,   who  was   of  Scotch    and 
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Irish  descent,  and  after  some  yeai-s  residence  in  New 
Yorii  tliey  einigrate<l  westward  in  1854,  locating 
in  Rociv  County,  Wis.,  vvberc  he  secured  land  and 
developed  a  farm.  Thiec  years  later  his'.wife  passed 
awa}',  tb'ing  in  1857.  lie  now  makes  his  home 
near  Clinton  Junction.  Of  their  family  Helen  is 
now  Mrs.  Edward  Hogan  of  Rock  County,  Wis.; 
Michael  is  also  living  in  that  comity;  Thomas  C.  is 
the  next  younger;  Maria,  now  Mrs.  Fox,  of  Banks 
Township,  is  followed  by  Fluebe  Catherine;  and 
James  is  engaged  in  merchandising  in  Sumner, 
Bremer  County. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  [)assed  uneventfully. 
In  his  boyhood  he  attended  school  in  New  York 
and  Wisconsin,  but  at  the  ag-e  of  twenty  3-ears  he 
responded  to  his  country's  call  for  troops  and  in 
1863  in  Clinton  County,  Iowa,  enlisted  in  the  First 
Iowa  Cavaliy,  as  a  member  of| Company  M.  He 
was  mustered  into  the  United  States  service  in  Jan- 
uary, 1864,  and  served  under  Gen.  Steele  in  tlie 
Western  array,  participating  in  the  battles  of 
Saline  Cross  Roads  and  Camden.  He  also  took 
part  in  the  Red  River  campaign,  followed  Gen. 
Price  through  Missouri  and  was  under  fire  at  the 
battles  of  Newtoniaand  Fayetteville.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  he  was  honorably  discharged  in  Austin, 
Tex.,  on  Februar}'  15,  1866. 

Mr.  Noon  at  once  returned  to  Clayton  County, 
Iowa,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  second  year  came  to 
Fayette  County,  locating  in  Windsor  Township, 
where  he  purchased  an  imiH-ovcd  farm.  He  there 
made  his  home  until  1872  when  he  purchased 
an  unimproved  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres.  This  he  placed  under  cultivation  and 
from  time  to  time  added  to  it  until  now  within 
its  boundaries  are  comprised  four  hundred  and 
eighty  acres,  the  greater  part  of  whii'h  has  been 
placed  under  a  high  stale  of  cultivation.  He  has 
all  the  needed  improvements,  together  with  many 
others  of  an  ornamental  character  and  his  home 
with  its  entire  surroundings  indicates  his  thrift  and 
enterprise.  A  self-made  man,  from  an  humble  posi- 
tion he  has  worked  his  way  upward  by  industry, 
good  management  and  enterprise  until  he  is  now 
ranked  among  the  substantial  citizens  of  T.anks 
Township.  He  has  been  honored  with  a  number  of 
local  ollices,  has  served  as  Township  Trustee,  Road 


Supervisor  and  a  member  of  the  School  Board.  He 
manifests  considerable  interest  In  political  affairs, 
kee|)S  himself  well  informed  concerning  the  issues 
of  the  day  and  supports  the  Democratic  party. 
Socially  he.is>;memberofSumner  Lodge,  No.  338 
I.  O.  O.  F. 

In  Fayette  County,  in  August,  18G8,  Mr.  Noon 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Aurelia  H.  Kent, 
a  native  of  New  York,  and  a  daughter  of  Munson 
F.  and  Hannah  (Marion)  Kent,  who  were  natives 
of  Vermont.  ^Iler  father  was  a'farmer  and  in  1855 
emigrated  to  AVest  Union, ;;Iowa.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  August,  1868,  he  having  survived  his 
wife  twenty  years.  Mrs.  Kent  died  in  St.  Lawrence 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1848.  About  1850  he  married 
Martha  M.  Young  of  New  York  and  had  six  chil- 
dren b3'.his  secondjnarriage."  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Noon  have  been  Iiorn~nine  children:  May  H., 
born  May  1,  1869;  Juliet,  May  1 ,  1872;  James, 
August. 18,  1876;  Pearl,  March  20,  1879;  "Jason, 
June  11,  1882;  Gertrude,  April  8,  1884;_and  Her- 
bert, June  7,  1880.  Charles  and  Mcrta  are 
deceased. 
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THOMAS  McCRAY,  a  representative  farmer 
li'Yf^\  i^'K^l  stock-raiser  of  Windsor  Township,  liv- 
Vgj^  ing  on  section  29,  was  born  in  County  Mon- 
aghan,  Ireland,  July  25,  1826,  and  is  a  son  of 
Thomas  and  Mary  (Davis)  McCray.  His  father 
was  born  near  the  Clyde,  in  Scotland,  of  which 
country  the  mother  was  also  a  native.  In  their 
•family  were  five  sons  and  five  daughters,  three  of 
whom  emigrated  to  America  in  1841.  Having  pre- 
viously worked  upon  a  farm  in  New  York,  our 
subject  finally  located  in  Aurora,  111.,  in  1846,  and 
the  following  year  enlisted  for  service  in  the  war 
with  Mexico,  as  a  member  of  Company  A,  Fourth 
Illinois  Infantry.  He  particip.ated  in  the  battle  at 
Crooked  Bridge,  where  they  ca|)tured  Santa  Anna's 
supply  train  together  with  that  General's  wooden 
leg.  He  was  discharged  the  same  year  and  returned 
to  Illinois. 

In  1849  Mr.  McCray  was  joined  in  wedlock  with 
Miss  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Nancy  Pierce, 
of  Aurora,  111.     Her  father  was  born    in   Loudon, 
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England,  and  her  mother  in  the  Mohawk  Valley, 
N.  Y.  They  had  two  children:  Mary,  and  Will- 
iam H.,  who  married  Sarah  Oates,  of  Aurora,  111., 
and  is  einploved  as  a  railroad  engineer.  Unto  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  McC'ra3-  have  been  born  ten  children, 
three  of  whom  are  deceased:  Jennie  is  now  the 
wife  of  Riiss  Hathaway,  a  resident  of  Omaha,  Neb. ; 
William  James  married  Jennie  Adams,  of  Hawk- 
eye,  Iowa,  and  is  now  practicing  medicine  in  Mar- 
ble Rock,  this  .State;  Henrietta  is  married  and  resides 
in  Long  Lake,  Wis.,  where  her  husband  is  engaged 
in  mechanical  work;  Edward  is  married  and  is  em- 
ployed by  the  American  Express  Company,  at 
Omaha,  Neb.;  Albert  married  a  Miss  Chapman,  of 
Hawkeye,  Iowa,  and  is  employed  in  a  packing 
house,  of  Omaha;  Ivy  and  Walter  are  still  at  homo 
with  their  parents. 

Mr.  McCray  located  upon  his  present  farm  in 
1882,  and  has  made  it  his  home  continuously  since. 
It  was  known  as  the  James  Graham  place,  and  is 
conveniently  situated  near  Hawkeye  in  AVindsor 
Township.  Comprising  two  hundred  acres  which 
is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  it  yields  him  a 
good  income  and  a  ready  return  for  the  care  and 
labor  he  bestows  upon  it.  In  political  sentiment, 
Mr.  McCray  is  a  stanch  Republican.  He  cast  his 
first  Presidential  vote  for  Henry  Clay,  and  contin- 
ued to  support  the  Whig  jiarty  until  its  dissolution, 
when  he  became  an  advocate  of  the  principles  to 
which  he  still  adheres.  He  is  an  honest,  industrious 
citizen,  who  ranks  high  in  the  community  whore  he 
makes  his  home,  and  though  his  residence  here 
covers  a  period  of  little  more  than  eight  years,  he 
is  widely  known. 

DAM  OLDFATHER,  a  respected  citizen 
and  honored  early  settler  of  this  countj'. 
li  now  engaged  in  farming  on  section  13, 
Fairfield  Township,  was  born  in  Wurtem- 
burg,  Germany,  October  26,  1830.  His  father, 
Adam  Oldfather  Sr.,  served  in  the  French  army 
under  Na|)oleon  during  the  war  with  Russia,  after 
which  he  became  a  lumber  merchant.  He  lived  in 
a  forest  countr}',  and  floated  the  lumber  down    the 


Nfecker  River,  doing  an  extensive  business  in  that 
line.  His  wife  died  in  1838,  leaving  two  children — • 
Frederick,  who  is  now  a  blacksmith  in  Jerse','  City; 
and  Adam,  then  a  babe  of  two  years.  The  father 
was  again  married,  his  second  union  being  with  Jo- 
anna Wuly,  who  died  in  this  county  about  five 
years  ago. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  raanliood 
in  his  native  land,  and  between  the  ages  of  six  and 
fourteen  years  attended  school  everj-  day  in  the  year 
except  Saturdays.  He  then  spent  two  and  a  half 
years  in  learning  the  shoemaker's  trade,  after  which, 
at  the  age  of  seventeen,  he  bade  good-by  to  the 
Fatherland  and  came  to  the  United  .States.  Secur- 
ing a  position  with  a  farmer  on  Long  Island,  he  re- 
mained with  that  eraplo3'er  six  years,  a  fact  which 
indicates  his  faithfulness  to  duty  and  that  the  trust 
reposed  in  him  was  not  misplaced.  He  first  came 
to  Fayette  County,  in  IS.i'.l,  and  after  two  years 
purchased  twenty  acres  of  land  on  section  13,  Fair- 
field Township.  Not  a  furrow  had  been  turned  or 
an  improvement  made;  in  fact,  he  had  to  cut  away 
the  timber  in  order  to  make  room  to  build  a  log 
house.  He  underwent  many  of  the  usual  experiences 
of  frontier  life  but  his  industrj'  and  perseverance 
overcame  all  difficulties  and  the  small  farm  was  in- 
creased to  a  one  hundred  and  forty-four  acre  tract 
of  land  which  is  now  under  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion and  improved  with  good  buildings. 

In  1860  Mr.  Oldfather  wedded  Miss  Regina 
Leonhart,  a  native  of  Germany,  who  at  the  age  of 
nine  years  came  to  America.  Unto  them  were  born 
the  following  children — Mary,  the  wife  of  John 
Copeland,  of  Fairfield  Township;  Martin  a  resident 
farmer  of  Clayton  County;  Charles,  who  married 
Anna  Settlemyer  and  is  living  in  Clayton  County; 
Fred,  a  carpenter  of  Brush  Creek;  August  who  is 
also  engaged  in  carpentering  in  Brush  Creek;  Wal- 
ter, who  is  a  student  in  the  Institute  for  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb  in  Council  BIufTs;  Joseph;  Henry; 
George;  Annie;  B'rank;  Richard  and  Louis. 

Mr.  Oldfather  is  one  of  the  leading  and  repre- 
sentative citizens  of  the  community  and  is  a  man  of 
more  than  average  intelligence  and  ability.  B3'  all 
who  know  him  he  is  held  in  high  esteem  and  he  is 
well  worthy  of  their  regard.  He  cast  his  first  Pres- 
idential  vote   for  Abraham    Lincoln,  and  in  1868 
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voted  for  Horace  Greel}',  since  which  time  he  has 
usually  supported  the  Democrntio  part>'  biit  holds 
himself  free  to  vote  for  whomsoever  he  will.  In 
1877  he  was  elected  Assessor  of  his  township  and 
has  held  the  oftlce  continuously  since,  a  fact  which 
indicates  his  efflcieney  iind  fidelity.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  of 
Brush  Creek,  and  during  his  thirty-one  years'  res- 
idence in  the  county  has  always  borne  his  part  in 
the  work  of  its  upbuilding  and  advancement. 

Ir^OBIMSON  A.  BAKU,  one  of  the  enterpris- 
\^(  ing  business  men  of  tiie  county,  residing  in 
West  L'nion,  is  a  native  of  the  Keystone 
State.  He  was  born  in  Mercer  Count3',  Julj' 
6,  1838,  and  his  parents  were  Alva  and  Hettie 
(Robinson)  Barr.  His  grandfather,  .lohn  Barr,  was 
born  in  Glasgow,  .Scotland,  and  came  to  Auierica 
as  a  British  soldier  to  hel|)  crush  out  the  rebellion 
among  the  Colonists,  but  on  becoming  acquainted 
\vith  the  condition  of  affairs  he  and  twelve  coni- 
panioijs  deserted  the  British  service  and  joined  the 
Colonial  army.  After  the  war  he  married  and 
settled  in  Massachusetts,  where  the  father  of  our 
subject  was  born.  On  reaching  manhood  Alv.i 
Barr  went  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  became 
acquainted  v/ith  and  wedded  Miss  Robinson,  a  na- 
tive of  Virginia,  who  during  her  infancy  was  taken 
by  her  parents  to  Pennsylvania.  The  distance  of 
some  three  hundred  miles  w.as  made  on  horseback, 
they  blazing  the  road  as  they  went.  This  worthy 
couple  became  parents  of  six  children,  two  of  whom 
are  yet  living:  Milton  F.,  a  resident  of  Elk  County, 
Kan.;  and  Robinson  A.  In  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Barr 
ran  a  tanyard,  and  made  boots,  shoes  and  harness. 
About  1839,  accompanied  by  his  family  he  emi- 
grated westward,  locating  in  Aurora,  111.,  whence 
he  removed  to  Chicago,  then  a  mere  village  and 
eiigaged  in  keeping  a  boarding  house.  His  next 
place  of  residence  was  in  Indiana,  where  not  far 
distant  from  the  site  of  Calumet,  on  the  old  stage 
route,  he  kept  a  tavern.  There  the  wife  and  mother 
died  in  1843.  Subsequently,  Mr.  Barr  went  to 
Brusii   Hill,  III.,   several    miles   from   Chicago  ami 


later  to  Lyons,  which  is  situated  within  ten  miles 
of  that  metropolis.  About  184G  he  married  Fannie 
A.  Moore,  a  native  of  Vermont,  who  when  a  young 
lady  accompanied  her  brother  to  Illinois.  Unto 
them  were  born  four  children.  The  year  18.5.5  wit- 
nessed the  arrival  of  Mr.  Barr  and  his  family  in 
Fayette  County,  Iowa.  His  last  days  were  spent  in 
Oswego,  III.,  where  he  died  in  1862.  He  hail  served 
as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  ever  a 
faithful  citizen.  In  politics,  he  was  a  supporter  of 
the  Whig  party  and  tlie  mother  of  our  subject  was 
a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  educational  advantages  which  Robinson  A. 
received  were  very  limited.  When  only  fourteen 
j'cars  of  age  lie  began  teaming  and  while  thus  en- 
gaged was  thrown  from  a  wagon  and  hurt.  His 
injuries  resulted  in  some  good  however  as  being  no 
longer  able  to  work,  he  was  permitted  to  attend 
school.  With  the  family  he  came  to  this  county 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  until  18.59,  when  he 
returned  to  Illinois.  He  now  turned  his  attention 
to  railroading  and  secured  a  position  as  fireman  on 
the  Michigan  Southern  Road  and  afterward  on  the 
Illinois  Central,  but  the  war  cut  short  his  progress 
in  this  direction.  Believing  it  his  duty  to  aid  his 
country,  on  the  9th  of  August,  1862,  he  enlisted 
and  was  assigned  to  Company  A,  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  Second  Division, 
Fifteenth  Array  Corps.  The  greater  part  of  the 
time  he  w.as  engaged  in  detail  service  but  took 
part  in  the  battles  of  Dallas  and  Resaca  and  Kene- 
saw  Mountain,  and  marched  with  Sherman  to  At- 
lanta and  on  to  the  sea.  He  participated  in  the 
Grand  Review  at  Washington,  D.  C,  at  the  close 
of  the  svar  and  vvas  discharged  on  the  5th  of  June, 
186.5. 

In  .Inly  following,  Mr.  Barr  returnoil  to  F.ayetto 
Countvand  on  the  14th  of  September  of  that  year, 
married  Nancy  F.  Slocum,  a  native  of  Lake  County, 
111.,  born  JMarch  23,  181.5.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Brinson  W.  and  Anna  W.  (Ilolbrook)  Slocum,  both 
of  whom  were  born  near  Saratoga,  N.  Y.  During 
childhood  they  emigrated  with  their  respective 
families  to  Erie  County,  that  State,  then  a  new 
county,  and  in  1813  became  residents  of  Lake 
County,  III.,  whence  after  eleven  years  they  came 
to  this  countv,  locating  on  a  farm  in  Auburn  Town- 
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ship.  It  was  there  the  mother  died  in  1880,  when 
sixty-eight  years  of  age.  Mr.  Slocum  survived 
his  wife  until  188G,  and  died  at  the  home  of  our 
subject,  when  about  seventy-seven  years  of  age. 
In  their  family  were  four  children  of  whom  Blrs. 
Barr  is  second. 

Upon  his  marriage,  Mr.  Barr  settled  upon  the 
farm  of  his  father-in-law,  devoting  himself  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits  until  March,  1872,  when  he  went 
to  Colorado,  where  he  engaged  in  mining  and  var- 
ious other  industries.  Returning  to  this  count}'  he 
became  extensively  engaged  in  farming  and  was 
among  the  first  to  introduce  into  tiie  county  the 
dairy  business.  In  1883,  he  removed  to  West 
Union,  where  two  years  later  he  opened  a  grocery 
store,  continuing  business  in  that  line  for  two  and 
a  Iialf  years.  Politically,  Jlr.  Barr  is  a  Republican 
and  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Ue|)ublie. 
His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Universalist  Church. 
They  are  parents  of  four  children:  Ilettie  A.,  who 
died  at  theage  of  cigliteen  months:  Kddie  R.,  whose 
death  occurred  at  tlic  age  of  six  years;  George  S., 
and  William  M.  He  and  his  wife  arc  both  old 
settlers  of  the  county  and  are  highly  respected. 


^= 
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ATRICK  KIERON,  deceased,  was  born  in 
Countj' Monaghan,  Ireland,  in  1819,  and 
was  a  son  of  James  and  Mary  (Morris) 
Kieron.  The  old  Kierou  homestead  in  the 
mother  country  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the 
family  and  controlled  by  them  since  the  days  of 
Cromwell.  It  comprises  several  hundred  .icres 
under  the  Shirley  estate,  in  County  iMonaghiin, 
where  the  parents  of  our  subject  were  born,  lived 
and  died. 

Patrick  Kieron  was  reared  to  manhood  on  the 
Emerald  Isle,  and  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America 
in  1850,  locating  in  New  York  City,  where  he  made 
his  headquarters,  dealing  in  fat  cattle.  lie  had 
buyers  in  the  leading  cities  of  the  West  and  South, 
such  as  Chicago,  St.  Louis,  Louisville,  Ky.,  etc., 
who  shipped  to  New  York  City  wliere  he  did  the 
selling.  He  was  at  one  time  connected  with  T.  C. 
Eastman,  the  great  cattle  exporter,  and  who  is  now 


one  of  the  largest  shippers  of  live  cattle  to  Europe. 
Mr.  Kieron  continued  in  that  line  of  business  with 
excellent  success  until  about  1870,  when  he  retired, 
coming  West  to  bring  up  his  family  to  enjoy  the 
free,  pure  air  of  Iowa  in  preference  to  the  foul, 
degenerating  atmosphere  of  New  York  City. 

In  New  York  City  he  was  joined  in  wedlock 
with  Miss  Mary  Dolan,  the  marriage  ceremony 
being  performed  by  a  no  less  distinguished  person- 
age than  the  Rev.  Father,  afterward  Bishop,  and 
later  Cardinal,  McCl()ske3^  The  lady  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Bartel  Dolan,  who  for  many  3'ears  resided 
in  the  city  of  Dublin.  Of  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kieron  seven  children  were  born,  but  three 
are  now  deceased,  the  first,  second,  and  the  youngest 
of  the  famil}'.  The  living  are  as  follows:  Mary  C. 
w.as  born  in  New  York,  and  for  several  years  en- 
gaged in  teaching  in  the  public  schools  of  this 
county  and  Waucoma  High  School,  gaining  an 
enviable  reputation  as  an  instructor,  at  length 
abandoned  that  work  on  .acquiring  a  taste  for 
painting  and  music,  from  which  accomplishments 
she  realizes  both  pleasure  and  |)rotit.  Few  there 
are  who  can  show  more  fine  paintings  than  she. 

James  J.  was  born  in  Nevy  York  C'ity,  received 
his  early  education  in  the  public  schools,  attended 
the  High  School  at  Waucoma,  and  afterward  was 
graduated  from  the  Commercial  College  at  Deco- 
rah,  Iowa.  His  first  venture  in  business  on  his 
own  .account  was  in  teaching,  embarking  in  that 
pursuit  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years.  lie  contin- 
ued teaching  for  nearly  three  3'ears, when  he  engaged 
as  a  clerk  in  the  dry -goods  house  of  B.  CoHIn, 
with  whom  he  remained  until  that  gentleman  sold 
out  his  business,  when  he  entered  the  mercantile 
profession  on  his  own  account  under  the  lirni  name 
of  J.  .1.  Kieron  &  Co.,  liis  [lartner  being  his  cousin, 
E.  J\I.  Kieron.  At  the  close  of  the  lirstyear's  busi- 
ness E.  M.,  on  account  of  poor  health,  withdren-, 
selling  his  interest  to  F.  F.  McKay,  and  the  lirm  of 
Kieron  it  JMcKay  has  now  one  of  the  leading  gen- 
eral merchandise  stores  in  the  county.  ,1.  ,(. 
Kieron  is  manager  of  the  Farmers'  Creamery, 
which  handled  during  the  year  the  butter  jiroduct 
of  eight  hundred  cows.  In  1885  he  was  appointed 
Postmaster  at  Waucoma,  under  President  Cleve- 
land's admiriistration,  which   ofllce   he   held,  at  the 
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same  time  carrying  on  his  other  business  unlil  tlie 
election  of  [President  Harrison,  when,  recognizing 
the  fairness  of  the  old  principle  that  '-to  the  victors 
belong  the  spoils,"  he  turned  the  post-oftice  over  to 
his  successor.  As  ma}'  be  inferred  Mr.  Kieron  is  a 
iJemocrat  in  politics,  though  not  of  the  radical 
type.  In  county  and  city  politics  he  believes  in 
electing  'to  office  the  best  men  regardless  of  their 
political  affiliations.  There  are  few  young  men 
who  have  a  wider  acquaintance  or  command  the 
respect  of  more  people  in  Fayette  County. 

Anna,  the  next  child  of  Patrick  and  ISLar}'  Kieron, 
was  born  in  New"  York,  and  is  the  wife  of  _F.  F. 
Mclvay.  who  is  associated  in  business  with  her 
elder  brother.  TJiej'  have  three  blight  children — 
Kieron,  IjOttie  and  Mary  Ora.  Previous  to  her 
marriage  she  was  also  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools, 
being  emploj'ed  the  greater  part  of  the  time  in  the 
Waucoma  High  School.  She,  too,  was  one  of 
Fayette  County's  flrst-class  teachers. 

Edward  P.,  born  in  New  York,  is  at  home  and 
has  charge  of  the  farm,  the  responsibility  of  operat- 
ing the  same  having  fallen  upon  hisshoulders  at  the 
tender  age  of  thirteen  years.  lie  has  continued  its 
management  since  and  performs  the  princi|)al  part 
of  the  labor  connected  tlierevvilh.  He  is  a  citizen 
of  whom  the  vicinity  may  justly  feel  proud. 

Patrick  Kieron,  father  of  this  family,  died  No- 
vember 12,  1881,  after  an  illness  of  a  few  sliort 
weeks.  He  was  a  modest,  unassuming  man,  never 
seeking  notoriety,  and  invariably  refusing  an^'  offce 
of  honor  or  profit,  but  realizing  the  im|)ortance  and 
value  of  education,  willingl}'  accepted  the  thankless 
one  of  School  Director,  and  was  ever  ready  to  give 
of  his  means,  time  and  labor,  for  the  u|)liuilding  of 
the  public  schools.  He  was  instrumental  in  pro- 
curing the  services  of  the  much  noted  Prof.  H. 
Fclker,  as  principal  of  the  Waucoma  High  School. 
The  Professor  proved  to  be  an  excellent  instructor 
and  remained  in  charge  of  the  schools  for  several 
years,  to  the  ijrolit  of  the  whole  community. 

Mr.  Kieron  was' a  public-spirited  citizen  in  everv 
respect,  encouraging  the  building  of  the  railnjad 
by  giving  liberally  of  money,  lands  and  materials, 
and  always  willing  to  aid  in^any  enterprise  which 
would  benefit  the  town.  In  religious  belief  he  was 
a  Roman  Catholic,  as  are  all    llie  surviving   mem- 


bers of  his  family.  Socially,  he  was  a  pleasant, 
genial,  whole-souled  [man,  possessing  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  associated.  In 
his  family  he  w.as  tender  anil  confiding,  leaving  an 
impress  upon  his  children,  which,  j'oung  as  they 
were  when  last  they  saw  him,  will  never  be  effaced 
but  will  be  emulated  b\'  them.  That  they  revere  and 
cherish  the  memor}'  of  him  who  was  a  gentleman 
in  the  truest  and  best  sense  of  the  word,  one  has 
but  to  go  to  the  cemetery  and  see  the  beautiful 
granite  column,  twelve  feet  high,  that  marks  his 
last  resting  place. 

Mrs.  Kieron,  who  still  survives  her  husband, 
owns  a  farm  adjoining  the  incorporated  city  of 
Waucoma,  comprising  two  hundred  acres,  called 
the  "Riverside  Stock  Farm,"  a  portion  of  which 
lies  within  the  limits  of  the  corporation.  She  and 
her  son  Ed.,  are  quite  extensively  engaged  in  stock- 
raising,  having  several  thorough-bred  Short-horns 
and  Jersey  cattle.  They  also  dairy  quite  extensively 
and  raise  for  sale  thoroughbred  Chester-White 
hogs,  profitably,  too,  one  litter  of  eight  ten-month- 
old  pigs,  weighing  over  thirty-two  hundred  pounds, 
marketed  in  November,  18'J0,  is  proof  positive  of 
the  above  assertion.  As  a  business  ladj-,  consider- 
ing her  age,  Mrs.  Kieron  cannot  be  suri)assed.  A 
single  glance  at  the  tidily  kept  farm  buildings  and 
general  appearance  of  their  place  is  sufficient  to 
reflect  credit  on  herself  and  her  son  Edward.  The 
Kieron  family  is  one  of  the  representative  families 
of  the  county,  respected  and  honored  wherever 
known,  and  its  acquaintance  is  by  no  means  a  lim- 
ited one. 


I       _  raiser 
V  ship, 


HARLES  II.  HOUSE,  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  residing  on  section  3,  Bethel  Town- 
was  born  in  Cook  County,  HI..  April 
17,  1847,  and  is  a  son  of  John  N.  and  Dency 
(Hunt)  House.  The  father  was  born  in  New  York, 
May  28,  1810,  and  the  mother  in  Chenango  County, 
N.  Y.,  May  11,  1847.  They  were  married  in  Illi- 
nois, November  21,  1833,  and  became  parents  of 
the  following  children:  Joseph  L.  who  was  born 
ju  Cook  County,  111.,  September  7,   1834,  and   is 
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engaged  in  the  manufacture   of   plows  in   Minnea- 
polis, is  man-ied    and    has    three    living    childien. 
Kdson  P.,  who  was  born  in   Cook   CouiUy,   Marcli 
20,   1836,  and    married   Melissa  Murray   of   Kdcn 
Township,  liy  whom  he  has  four  children  living,  is 
engaged  in  farming  in  Bclvidere,  Thayer  County, 
Neb.     Nathan   F.,   born   June    11,    1838,    married 
Helen  Ilill,  of  Eden  Township,  and  unto  them  was 
born  a  son  who  is  now   living   in  Thayer  County, 
Neb.     He  enlisted  in  the  army   and   died   in   the 
hospital   at  Savannah,    Tenn.,    April   6,    18G2,   at 
the   age  of  twenty-three  j'ears.     Sarah    M.    is  the 
wife  of  Allen  Nott  of  Hutchinson,  Minn.,  and  their 
family   numbers  three   children;     John    N.,   born 
January  8,   1843,  died   on   the   25th   of  the   same 
month.     Marshall  M.,  who  was  born  January   13, 
1845,  and  married  Emeline  Hill  of  Eden  Township 
by  whom  he  has  four  children,  enlisted  in  the  army 
where   he   lost  his  right  leg.     Receiving   his  dis- 
charge he  returned  to  Fayette  County   where   he 
was  elected  County  .Superintendent  of  Schools,  serv- 
ing four  jears  when  he  went  to  Th.a}  er  County, 
Neb.,  and  served   as  County  Auditor   two  terms. 
He  is  now  County  Judge  of  Hitchcock  County  and 
resides    in    Culbertson.      Charles    II.    is    the    next 
younger.      Mary   Ann,  who  was   born  on  the   13lh 
of  October,  1849,  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Sutherland 
who  served  six  years  as  Auditor  of  Fayette  County, 
removed  in   1887   to  South   Dakota,    and    is    now 
C'ounty  Auditor  at  his  present  home.     They  have 
three  children  living.     John  N..  born  September 
22,  1851,  in  this  county,  married  Agnes  Sweet  of 
West  Union,  by  whom    he   has   four  children   and 
now    resides   in    Colorado.     Dency    Amelia,    born 
May  3,  1854,  married  Emmett  Talmadge  in  Tha3'er 
Countj',    Neb.,    where   she  resides.     Her  husband 
died  in  California  about  three  years  ago,   leaving 
three   children.     Willis    L..    born   May   25,   1856, 
married  Jennie  James  and  is  engaged   in    farming 
in    Thayer    County,   Neb.     The   members   of  the 
House  family  are  numbered  among  tiie  early  settlers 
of  Fayette  County,  having  located  in  Eden  Town- 
ship in  1851.     The  father  removed   to   Belvidere, 
Neb.,  where  he    died  January  31,    1882,   and  the 
death  of  his  wife  occurred  March  21,  1879. 

Our  subject  was  a  lad  of   only    four   summers 
when  with  his  parents  he  came  to   Iowa  where  his 


life  has  since  been  passed.  On  the  17th  of  May, 
1868,  he  married  Emma  Hale,  who  was  born  in 
Cook  County,  111.,  June  27,  1848,  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Kinder)  Hale.  She  is 
also  a  representative  of  one  of  the  early  families, 
who  in  1851  found  homes  in  this  county.  Her 
father  died  in  Fayette  County,  in  1879,  but  his 
wife  is  still  living  on  the  old  farm  in  Eden  Town- 
ship. Unto  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been 
born  a  numerous  family,  the  eldest  of  whom,  Ida 
May,  lK)ru  July  7,  1869,  died  at  the  age  of  eight 
years;  the  second  child  died  in  infancy;  Ernest  C, 
born  January  5,  1875,  died  at  the  age  of  seven 
years;  Glenn  C,  born  July  14,  1877;  Clarence 
Linn,  November  19,  1879;  Reno  Farle,  December 
2,  1881;  Charles  Archie,  October  22,  1885;  and 
Samuel  Verne,  June  15,  1888. 

Mr.  House  first  began  farming  on  his  own 
account  in  Eden  Township  wliere  he  remained  six 
j'ears.  He  has  lived  upon  his  present  fine  farm 
since  1873.  It  comprises  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  highly  cultivated  laud  well  improved,  and 
in  connection  with  general  farmins;  he  engages  to 
some  extent  in  stock-raising.  He  takes  an  active 
interest  in  political  affairs,  supporting  the  Republi- 
can parly  and  also  in  other  enterprises  which  are 
calculated  to  benefit  the  community. 

^711=^ -.^—        '  ■> ^ 


~  AMES  ROBERTSON  owns  a  valuable  farm 
of  two  hundred  acres  on  section  30,  Banks 
Township,  upon  which  he  has  made  his 
home  for  many  j'ears.  He  was  born  in  Perth- 
shire, Scotland,  in  1832,  and  is  a  son  of  Peter  ana 
Elizabeth  (Lamb)  Robertson,  both  of  whom  were 
also  natives  of  Scotland.  The  3'ear  1850  witnessed 
their  departure  from  their  old  home  and  their  emi- 
gration to  America.  They  settled  upon  a  farm  in 
Rock  County',  Wis.,  where  the  father  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  his  death  occurring  in  1855. 
Subsequently  Mrs.  Robertson  came  to  Fayette 
County,  Iowa,  and  her  last  days  were  spent  in 
Banks  Township,  where  she  departed  this  life  in 
August,  1875. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  fifth  in  a  family 
of  seven    children,  and    in    the  usual  manner   of 
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ffirraer  lads  lie  was  reared  to  manhood,  his  boyhood 
(lays  being  spent  in  farm  work  and  in  attendance  at 
the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood  where  lie 
acquired  a  good  English  education.  He  came  to 
^^lyctte  County  in  1855,  and  later  entered  one  lain- 
drc(l  and  twent}'  acres  of  land  which  he  at  once 
bciian]  clearing  and  developin;::.  It  was  in  this 
county  in  1885,  that  he  was  joinetl  in  wedlock  with 
IMiss  Mary  Ebert,  a  native  of  Illinois,  born  in  Kane 
County-,  and  a  daughter  of  Michael  and  Ann 
(Swarts)  Pjbert.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Ger- 
many, and  became  residents  of  Banks  Township, 
Fayette  County,  Iowa,  in  1867,  since  which  time 
they  have  there  continued  to  reside.  By  the  union 
of  our  subject  and  his  wife  has  been  born  one  child, 
Leroy. 

Mr.  Robertson,  as  before  stated,  is  the  owner  of 
a  good  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  situated  on  sec- 


tion 30.  Possessing  energy,  industry  and  good 
business  qualittcations,  he  has  met  with  prosperity, 
and  as  his  financial  resources  increased  extended 
the  boundaries  of  his  land  by  the  purchase  of  an 
additional  eighty-.'^cre  tract.  His  farm  is  divided 
into  fields  of  convenient  size,  which  are  well  tilled, 
and  good  improvements,  both  useful  and  orna- 
mental in  character,  are  found  thereon.  He  votes 
with  the  Republican  party,  having  been  a  supporter 
of  its  princijiles  since  attaining  his  majority,  and 
as  every  true  American  citizen  should  do,  feels  an 
interest  in  public  affairs.  He  has  been  a  member 
of  the  School  Board,  and  has  also  served  as  Town- 
ship Treasurer.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Tnitedj Workmen,  and  belongs  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Whatever  success  he  has  met  with  in  life 
is  due  to  his  own  efforts,  and  he  may  therefore  be 
termed  a  self-made  man. 
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Van  Buren,  Martin 47 

Vannatter,  Aaron 659 

Van  Sickle,  John 4-U 

Vawser.  John 416 

Voshell,  Killen  M 269 


w 


Waite,  C.  S 

Walker,  Lernard. 


.618 


Ward,  G.  W 385 

Washington,  George 19 

Weed ,  Charles  A 320 

Weed,  I.  M  .• 281 

Weeks,  J.  S 672 

Wells,  W.L, 482 

Whitmore,  A.  Y 668 

Wilson,  C.  H  501 

Wiltsie,  J.  P 427 

Woodle,  Judge  Thomas 368 

Woodruff,  J.  S 383 

Woods,  P.  E 628 

Wonnenberg,  Henry 633 

Wright,  J.  S 606 

Wright,  W.  W 606 


Voting,  R.  .T. 


.511 


Zilnier,  August 

Zilnier,  William 

5S9 

536 

Zei-ler,  Hon.  S.  B 

324 

Adams.  John 22 

Adams,  John  Q 38 

Arthur,  Chester  A 98 

Ash.E.D .572 

Bacon, C.C 430 

Bent,  Hon.  Curtis  R ..208 

Boies,  Horace  158 

Bravener,  William 490 

Briggs,  Ansel 110 

Brown.  Aaron 234 

Buchanan,  James 74 

Butler,  Walt.  H 202 

Carter,  F.J  366 

Carpenter,  Cyrus  Clay 138 

Cleveland,  S.  Grover 102 

Uarnall.Dr.  G.U 186 

1  la  vis,  John  L 2.54 

liickinson.  William 372 

Dii.lk-y,  h.  C 286 

lnnih.am.A 6(12 


Fairley,  A.J 450 

Fillmore,  Millard 66 

Garfield,  J.  A 94 

Gay  nor,  Robert 214 

Gear,  John  A 146 

Graham,  Tiionias 562 

Grant,  U.S 86 

Grimes,  James  W 118 

Hall.D.  W .306 

Harrison,  Benjamin 106 

Harrison,  W.  H 50 

Hayes,  R.B 90 

Hazen ,  J.  W 356 

Hempstead,  Stephen 114 

Hurmence,  E.  A 264 

Jackson,  Andrew 42 

JetTerson,  Thomas 26 

Johnson,  Andrew 82 

Kelchum,  P.  R 394 

Kotchmn,  Mrs.  P.  K  394 


Kirkwood, Samuel  I. 

Kuney,  Peter 

Larrabee,  William. . . 
Lincoln,  Abraham. . . 

Lowe,  Ralph  P 

Mabou ,  Byron 

Madison,  James 

Menges,  Joseph 

Merrill,  Samuel 

Monroe,  James 

Montgomery,  .1.  K. , . 

Morley,  W.  R 

Morley,  Mrs.  W.  R. . . 
Newbold,  Joshua  G. , 

O'Neel.H.  R 

Pattison,  Di'.  I 

Pember,  R.  R 

Pierce,  Franklin. . . . 

Polk,  J.  K 

Robinson,  Dr.  S.  E.. 


..126 
,.414 
.151 
.  78 
.122 
,.480 
.  30 
.530 
.134 
..  34 
..224 
,  .5.50 
..5.51 
.  142 
..326 
.336 
..244 
,.  70 
..  58 
..168 


Rogers,  Hon.  J.acob  W ISO 

Ruggles,  J.  W 192 

Scobey ,  Z.  D 408 

Sheldon,  Harvey  S 276 

Sherman,  Bnren  R 1.50 

Slocum,  B.  W 520 

Smith, A. C .592 

Smith,  Moses 470 

Stafford,  Dr.  J.  H 378 

Stam ,  T.  R 316 

Steggall,  John  612 

Stewart,  James  G 3.88 

Stone,  William  M 130 

Talmadge,  C.  H 296 

Taylor,  Zachary 62 

Tyler,  John 54 

Van  Buren,.Martin 46 

Van  Sickle,  John 440 

W.ash  i  ngtoii ,  George 18 

Young,  Robert  J  510 


Ashbaugh.  Isaac 459 

Darnell,  James  C 499 

Detrick,  George 419 

Fordyce,  T.  L. 459 


Gerken,  Henry 315 

Grimes,  M.  W 621 

Hurmence.  E.  A 2<k5 

Jacobsen,  Hans 499 


Leahy,  James 539 

Linstrum,  Louis 621 

Mears,  James  C 5S1 


Meike,  F 345 

Schroyer,  John .581 

Smith,  J.F 539 
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